
“The Newspaper Irving Reads”www.irvingrambler.com March 15, 2007

DCCCD, Parker Col-
lege give options
Page 3

North Lake Writers’
Fest
Page  4

THIS
WEEK

Irving Ramblerthe

IrIrIrIrIrving Rambler $0.25ving Rambler $0.25ving Rambler $0.25ving Rambler $0.25ving Rambler $0.25

Obituaries Page 9
Movie Times Page 3
Police & Fire Page 2
Puzzles Page 11
Sports Page 4-5

By Jess Paniszczyn
Urban redevelopment visionary,

Delbert McDougal, CEO of
McDougal Companies, is currently
in the initial stages of beginning to
redevelop a one square mile area,
approximately 640 acres, of south
Irving. The boundaries of the rede-
velopment area include both sides of
W. Shady Grove Rd, S. Britain Rd,
W. Pioneer Dr. and N. MacArthur
Blvd. McDougal intends to use the
area’s assets such as schools,
churches, the Heritage Senior Cen-
ter and the Trinity River Express to
complement the redevelopment.

McDougal Companies is also in
the final stages of a similar redevel-
opment, Overton Park, which is ad-
jacent to Texas Tech in Lubbock.

“The city manager of Irving,
Tommy Gonzalez, was aware of what
took place in Lubbock,” McDougal
said. “He contacted me, and I came
down here to look at the area and see
what I thought about it. Quite frankly,
I think there are a lot of things here
that make a more exceptional prop-

erty than what I was dealing with in
Lubbock.

“You’ve got the Trinity River,
transportation, and the rail station,
which I think is going to be a key
element in bringing people back into
Irving.

Overton Park
“Unlike the Lubbock property,

which is right across the street from
Texas Tech and was formerly known
as the ‘Tech Ghetto.’ Over the years,
it became much worse than a ghetto.
It was basically a criminals’ haven.
As a result, 97 percent of the Overton
area, which is 325 acres, was non-
owner occupied.

“I worked on committees for
years trying to figure out what to do
with Overton. At the end of the day,
I decided the city will never ever be
able to turn this thing around, it will
have to be done by private enterprise.
That is when I stepped in and said,
‘I’ll just do it myself.’ Everybody
thought I was nuts, including my
wife,” McDougal said.

“Overton is now thriving. Next
week we are starting a $60 million,
four-star hotel being built by a group
out of Dallas. There is another $60
million project with apartments over
retail being done by a Dallas devel-

oper. So most of the development
there has been built by Dallas and
Houston developers.

Assessment Stage
“With the interest by the Irving

council, the Chamber and everybody
involved, I felt like this would be a
place I would be interested in tack-
ling. I am really in an assessment

McDougal sets his sights on south Irving

May City Council election features
one contested race to date

Irving firefighters were hon-
ored at the March 6 City Council
meeting for their heroic efforts in
battling an apartment fire in Feb-
ruary where a 12-year-old boy was
rescued. Pictured from left to right
are Ricky Boyd, battalion chief;
Mario Molina, fire chief; Timothy
Donham, fire equipment operator;
Paul Harris, assistant fire chief;
Ray Henry, fire equipment opera-

tor; Heath Morris, firefighter; David
Jennings, firefighter; Grant Blake,
firefighter; Larry Miller, fire equip-
ment operator; Kenneth
Kruszynski, fire lieutenant; Daniel
Chow, firefighter.

The Irving Fire Department re-
sponded to a four-alarm structure
fire at the Trinity Apartments on
Esters Road on Feb. 24. A 12-year-
old boy who suffered from smoke

inhalation was rescued by
firefighters and treated at Parkland
Hospital. Two firefighters were in-
jured when the second floor of the
structure collapsed. Both were
treated at Baylor Hospital. One
firefighter suffered knee and ankle
injuries while the other was treated
for back injuries. In all, 16 fami-
lies were impacted by the fire. All
of the families were relocated to
other apartment units.

Four Irving City Council seats
are up for election this May, and
only one is contested thus far. Fil-
ing for a special election to fill the
unexpired Place 5 term runs
through April 11.

Challenging James Dickens
for his Place 1 seat is Thomas B.
Spink. Dickens, a 47-year Irving
resident, has served on the City
Council since 1999. He is a retired
city employee who worked 27 years
for the Irving Public Works/Engi-
neering Department. Spink, an Irv-
ing resident for the past 17 years,
ran for the mayor’s seat in 2005.
He works as a local insurance
agent.

Both Place 2 Councilwoman
Beth Van Duyne and Place 7 Coun-
cilman Sam Smith are unopposed
in this year’s election. Van Duyne,
a business consultant and nine-
year Irving resident, is completing
her first three-year term on the City
Council. Smith, president of an
executive search company and an
Irving resident for 42 years, has
served on the City Council since
2002.

Filing for the Place 5 special
election continues through April
11. The special election was called
following the resignation of Coun-
cilman Lowell Cannaday, who will
be seeking the position of Dallas
County sheriff. Candidates for

Place 5 must live in a certain geo-
graphic area of the city. For spe-
cific boundaries, residents can con-
sult with the City Secretary’s Of-
fice. The elected resident will serve
the last year of Cannaday’s three-
year term.

Irving City Council members
serve three-year terms, and this
year’s City Council election will be
held May 12. Early voting will run
from April 30-May 8 at three Irv-
ing locations: Irving City Hall, 801
W. Irving Blvd.; Irving Arts Cen-
ter, 3333 N. MacArthur Blvd.; and
Barbara Bush Middle School, 505
Cowboys Parkway. For more infor-
mation, call the City Secretary’s
Office at 972-721-2493.

By Jess Paniszczyn
The Texas Steel Guitar Asso-

ciation hosted its 23rd annual jam-
boree in the Westin Hotel, March
8 – 11.

“We probably had around
2,500 people come here this week-
end,” Albert Talley, president of
the Texas Steel Guitar Associa-
tion, said.. “We have players from
all over the world. We have had a
tremendous show this year. We
have really enjoyed it.”

Next year the jamboree is
scheduled to be hosted in a neigh-
boring hotel where jamboree par-
ticipants will be the only hotel
guests.

“We stay up late during this
get together, because we get to see
each other once a year. We had a
jam session last night from 12 to
two in the ballroom. That is a lot “Today we presented an award

to a Jerry ‘Hambone’ Cunningham
who passed away in 1995. We all
knew and loved him. He was elected
into our Steel Guitar Hall of Fame.
His wife was here to accept the award

“There is camaraderie between
all of us who learn how to play steel
guitar. It is a unique instrument that
has a sound like nothing else. You
can play any kind of music on it. The
friendship that comes from all of us
is unbelievable. None of us is jeal-
ous of one another. We share a lot of
things and try to help each other.

“Unfortunately we don’t have a
lot of young players coming up now.
We would like to see young players,
because most of us are getting up in
our age who play steel guitar. So we
wonder, will it survive? We hope it
does because it is such a great instru-
ment,” he said.

Jamboree brings the
sound of  music to Irving

of people going in and out of their
rooms, talking and playing music in
their rooms. Some of the airline pi-
lots who stay here probably don’t
appreciate it,” Mr. Talley said.

“We have seen this thing go
from something very small to some-
thing we are very proud of. We have
the second largest show in the world
like this. We have all of the manu-
facturers here with us, and we are
very proud of that.
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POLICE  & FIRE

03-10: Ambulances went into overload four times.

Irving Fire Department responded to 370 incidents.
The Fire incidents

93 Miscellaneous Fire
        and Rescue Calls
  7 Structure Fires
  1 Special Operations
  4   Vehicle Fires

Comments:

Medical calls
38 Major Accidents
89 Major Medical
23 Heart Attacks
34 Difficulty Breathing
46 Trauma Related
20 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary Mar. 1-7, 2007

Foot Chase
with BMV/
Auto Theft Sus-
pects: 03-06-07
at 12:42 a.m.
Officers were
dispatched to an
auto theft in

progress at the apartments on Valley
Ridge drive. A civilian witness ob-
served the suspects breaking into
cars at the location. Officers set up a
perimeter upon arriving and then en-
tered the complex to locate the sus-
pects. Once found the suspects ran
from officers and discarded stolen
property as they ran. Two Hispanic
adult males and one Hispanic juve-
nile male were captured. An addi-
tional witness pointed out the vehicle
they arrived in, which was deter-
mined to be stolen from a habitation
in Dallas. One of the adult suspects
had the keys to the vehicle (spare set
kept in the car) in his pants
pocket. Charges; BMV, evading, Inv
Burglary of a habitation (Dallas Of-
fense). 
 
Assist Officer: 03-05-07 Officers
were in the 3531 block of W.
Northgate on an assist IFD. The of-
ficer contacted the subject who IFD
advised was a very unstable patient.
As the officer attempted to talk to the
subject, he was pacing around the
house and talking incoherently and
refusing to talk to paramedics and
officers. As the officer attempted to
talk to him, the subject shoved him
and the officer ended up using the
TASER. The subject continued to
resist after the five second burst and
the officer had to TASER him again,
and the officer had his backups in-
creased. Once the backups arrived
they attempted to handcuff the sub-
ject and he continued to fight them
despite having been restrained with
the TASER. Once he was taken into

custody it was determined that he
was not injured, but he was mentally
unstable and was taken to Parkland
on an APPOW. 
 
Aggravated Robbery/Individual:
03-06-07 at approx. 4:30 p.m.  The
complainant was walking in the
3500 Block of North Beltline when
she was approached by a suspect
who got out of the passenger side of
a Honda and displayed a switchblade
knife and demanded her money. The
complainant gave the suspect
$113.00; he got back into the vehicle
and left.
 
BMV arrests/Heroin possession:
03-06-07  An officer was patrolling
the area behind the restaurants in the
900 block of E. IH 635 looking for
burglary of motor vehicle
suspects. Subjects had been stealing
from vehicles behind the restaurants
recently around dinnertime. The of-
ficer observed a vehicle turn out of
that area onto Las Colinas Ridge
driving the wrong way on a divided
roadway. The driver had no ID and
was arrested for no driver’s license
DL and heroin under/1 gram (actu-
ally cheese) was found on him. The
vehicle was searched and the juve-

nile passenger was also found in pos-
session of heroin (cheese) under/1
gram. There were some wires, a ste-
reo face plate, a pill bottle, box cut-
ters and backpack found in the car
which were seized. Call screen ended
up taking a BMV report from that lo-
cation shortly after the arrest and the
property in the car was reported taken
out of that complainant’s vehicle. 

Burglary Arrest: 03-07-06  The
maintenance man at the Sante Fe
Apts, 8219 Ranchview observed a
burglary occurring. He gave chase
and eventually lost the suspect in the
complex. Patrol units arrived and
determined the suspect had locked
himself in a storage unit. Suspect
was found and arrested in possession
of items of jewelry. 
 
Aggravated Robbery: 03-09-07 at
12:44 a.m.  The clerk at the Big D
Travel Center, 300 N. Loop 12, re-
ported that he had been robbed by a
Hispanic male, 5' 07", skinny build,
wearing a ski mask and gloves. Sus-
pect was armed with a handgun. The
clerk stated that the male took the
entire cash drawer with him and he
did not see how the suspect made his
escape.
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March 17    Hammond Golf Tour-
ney - The Judy Hammond Memorial
Golf Tournament is scheduled at
Riverchase Golf Club in Coppell.
The tournament’s title sponsor is
Sonic.

The tournament will benefit the
Judy Hammond Memorial Athletic
Scholarship, which will be awarded
to an Irving ISD student athlete. Con-
tributions toward the scholarship can
be made through the Irving Schools
Foundation (ISF).

Entry fee for the tournament is
$100, which includes lunch, green
fees, cart, practice balls, gift bag, din-
ner and door prizes. The format is a
four-golfer scramble. Participants
may sign up in singles, twosomes,
threesomes and foursomes. For more
information, contact Joe Barnett at
972-215-5215 or Mike Sartor at 972-
721-3091.

March 17    South Asian Program
- Irving resident Preethi Srikanth pre-
sents a brief introduction to Indian
culture in the Central Library at 2
p.m. Festivities include yoga demon-
strations, South Asian fashions,
Bollywood-style dancers and classi-
cal Indian dance performer, Suruchi
Srikanth. Visitors also can explore
South Asian crafts and henna art.
 
March 17    Paul Silverthorne, Vio-
list - Presented by Las Colinas Sym-
phony Orchestra Silverthorne is the
Principal Violist of the London Sym-

phony Orchestra in the Carpenter
Performance Hall at the Irving Arts
Center at 8:00 p.m. Price is $15-$45.
For more information visit
www.irvingartscenter.com

March 19    Irving Genealogy So-
ciety - The group meets to discuss
genetealogy, a growing trend in ge-
nealogical research that uses DNA
tests to identify family history. Open
to the general public in the Central
Library at 7 p.m.

March 19    The Irving Heritage
Society - The Irving Heritage Soci-
ety will host their next program at
Spring Creek Barbeque, 3514 West
Airport Freeway (Highway 183).
Sam Childress will be the guest
speaker. Mr. Childress is the Com-
munications Manager for the Old
Red Museum of the Dallas County
History and Culture. Previously he
was Director of Public Programs and
Marketing Manager for the Sixth
Floor Museum.

The program will begin at 7:00
p.m. Everyone is welcome to come
early for a no host dinner at Spring
Creek. For more information, see the
web site www.irvingheritage.com  or
call 972-252-3838.
 
March 20    Free Well-Child and
Immunization Clinic - Baylor Medi-
cal Center at Irving is sponsoring a
well child and immunization clinic

along with the Dallas County Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services
and Northgate United Methodist
Church from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
at Northgate United Methodist
Church, 3700 W. Northgate Dr. in
Irving. Well-child exams for children
ages birth to four years-old and im-
munizations for children ages birth
to 18 years-old, will be provided from
8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Immuniza-
tions only, will be given from 1 p.m.
to 3:30 p.m. Immunization records
must be provided for each child. The
free services of this clinic are avail-
able to residents of Irving only. For
more information call 972-579-4095.

March 20    Drumming Class - This
program introduces children to ba-
sic drumming and the sounds of dif-
ferent cultures in the East Branch,
440 S. Nursery Road at 3:30 p.m. No
registration is required. Children

under age 8 must be accompanied by
a guardian. Call 972-721-3722 for
more information.

March 22    Little Eagles of Sibe-
ria - Presented by Entertainment Se-
ries of Irving The Little Eagles of Si-
beria is comprised of 24 singers and
musicians ranging in age from 11 to
19 years old presented in the Carpen-
ter Performance Hall at the Irving
Arts Center at 7:30 p.m. They have
captivated audiences across Russia,
the United States, and the world.
Price is $30. For more information
visit www.irvingartscenter.com

Irving Girls Softball League
Sign-up for the Spring/Summer sea-
son. League play starts in mid April.
BLAST BALL for 3 & 4 year old
Boys and Girls and recreational
teams for Girls ages 5 thru 8 and
competitive ages 9 thru Women’s
Open.

Contact numbers are:
Blast Ball, 3 & 4 Boys and Girls:
Jason Alcorn 972-746-0107
5 & 6 Girls: Melissa Terry 214-732-
2592 para el español
7 & 8 Girls: Jessica Peters 972-790-
5881
9 & 10 Girls: Matthew Bogard 972-
262-3416
11 & 12 Girls: Joe Taylor 972-986-
6190
13 & 14 Girls: Vicki Yanez 972-785-
2001
15 – 18 Girls: Mike Alvarez 972-
790-7532
Women’s Open: Vicki Yanez 972-
785-2001
Or call Brian Hindman, President
972-790-2073;
Becky Kelly, Vice President 972-953-
0944 para el español,
Julie Cohagan, Treasurer 972-790-
1862



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT REPORT
Provided by The Irving LasColinas Chamber of Comerce

HELP WANTED
SALES POSITION
Local territory, estab-
lished accounts,
People person, detail
oriented, responsible,
courteous, articulate,
computer literate,
MS Office, email and
internet savvy oppor-
tunity for growth, ex-
perience preferred,
call to 214-675-6493
to discuss your
opportinities

Front office, experi-
enced, strong com-

puter & leadership
skills. Approx 20 hrs
wk Brown’s Memo-
rial Funeral Home by
appt. 972-254-2603

Office assistant, var-
ied duties incl. cou-
rier, assisting direc-
tors & light maint.
Excel drive record,
professional dress.
Brown’s Memorial
Funeral Home by
Appt. 972-254-2603

The Sloan School, a
private, Christian

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENTS

school is looking for
friendly faces to
work with children in
their after-school pro-
gram.  (972) 659-
1199

REAL ESTATE
Remodeled home: 3
BR 2 bath, 1500 sf.
Large corner lot.
New 35 year roof.
New exterior & inte-
rior paint. New gut-
ters. New carpet.
New appliances and

A/C. 1602 Fair Oaks,
Irving, TX 75061.
For Sale/Lease
$ 1 2 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 /
1,100.00 month.
Contact George at
972-948-8312.

ANTIQUES &
COLLECTIBLES

FOR SALE-Hot
Wheels Collection-
Treasure Hunts, Final
Runs and many other
series 972-438-4522

BUSINESS NEWSMAKERS
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ADVERTISING PRICES
First 15 words $7.00
Each additional word $0.20

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.  When you place a
classified advertisement in the Rambler, we publish it online at no additional
charge. The Irving Rambler does not accept submission of an advertisement as
a commitment to publish.  Publication of an advertisement does not create an
obligation to continue publishing.  The Irving Rambler reserves the right to
refuse to publish any advertisement for any reason.  Ads promoting hate groups,
or including inappropriate material will not be published.  E-mail addresses
will only be published if included in the copy of your classified ad.

To purchase classified ads call
214-675-6493.

Bold, Caps, border $7.00

The Royal MacArthur Center at
the northeast corner of MacArthur
and Royal was purchased by A&B
Properties Inc. for $13.6 million. The
43,600 sq ft retail center on 8.4 acres
includes laMadeleine Restaurant,
Scottrade, Merle Norman and
Citibank. “We are confident we have
once again identified an attractive
property in a growing market,”
Stanley Kuriyama, A&B Properties
CEO said.
 
Irving Cares is one of 75 non-profit
agencies in Dallas County to partici-
pate in the 2007 Community Sum-
mer Jobs Program funded by
ExxonMobil Foundation. Irving
Cares is accepting applications for
the summer intern position. Appli-
cants must be full-time (12-hour
minimum) sophomore, junior or se-
nior student in the fall of 2007. Con-
tact Kimberly Knight at Irving Cares,
972-721-9181 x207, to apply.
 
Irving-based EFJohnson received a
$2.25 million contract from an ex-
isting customer to retune the
customer’s public safety communi-
cations infrastructure and to provide
EFJohnson Ascend Project 25 com-
pliant portable and mobile radios.
Additionally, the company received
a $6.7 million contract from the U.S.
Department of Defense to provide the
Department with accessories for its
Project 25 compliant portable radios.

This is a follow-up to the DOD’s $76
million order announced in Decem-
ber.
 
Commercial Metals, one of Irving’s
Fortune 500 companies, entered into
an agreement to purchase the oper-
ating assets of Nicholas J. Bouras
Inc, United Steel Deck Inc, The New
Columbia Joist Co, and ABA Truck-
ing Corp.United Steel Deck manu-
factures steel at several plants, New
Columbia Joist employs 200 people
and manufactures steel joists, and
ABA Trucking provides delivery ser-
vices for United Steel and New Co-
lumbia Joist. The purchase price is
approximately $63 million plus in-
ventory on hand at the time of clos-
ing expected in 40 days.
 
Irving-based Hanson Pipe and Pre-
cast bought Price Brothers Co, a
Dayton-based maker of concrete
pressure pipe. The deal includes
Price’s plants in Bakewell TN,
Hattiesburg MS, Palatka FL and
South Beloit IL plus a subsidiary in
Weybridge England.
 
Riders of the Trinity Railway Ex-
press between downtown Fort Worth
and Dallas with two stations in Irv-
ing, will soon have access to Wi-Fi
during their commutes. This is the
first wireless internet to a train line
anywhere in the United States.
 

Irving-based Kimberly-Clark has
launched a line of Huggies Little
Swimmers sunscreen lotions. This is
the first product extension for the
Huggies Little Swimmers brand
since its disposable swim pants were
introduced in 1998. The sunscreens
will provide SPF 50 protection. The
lotions are intended for babies and
young children, but adults may use
them. Kimberly-Clark, a Fortune 500
Company has is its global headquar-
ters in Irving.
 
Fluor Corporation, a Fortune 500
company with global headquarters in
Irving, and its partners
ConocoPhillips and Worley-Parsons
received the top engineering award
of Engineers Australia, the Sir Will-
iam Hudson Award. The award was
presented for the $2.5 billion Bayu-
Undan Gas Recycle Project in the
Timor Sea, north of Australia.  Ad-
ditionally, Fluor has won a $462 mil-
lion contract to provide management,
engineering and procurement for a
copper-gold mining project in Aus-
tralia.

Irving’s T.J. Lee Elementary school
is only one of 19 schools throughout
the United States to be recognized
with the United States Department
of Agriculture’s Team Nutrition Sil-
ver School award. The award was
presented to Michael Rosenberger,
food services director for the IISD.

Breed
Domestic Long

Hair
Sex

Female / Spayed
Weight

about 5 lbs.
Age

about 5-6 months
Color

Dilute Calico
Reason for
Surrender

Found as a stray.

Dixie

Comments: Dixie
is very sweet and
playful. She is
good with other
cats.

Breed
Himalayn

Sex
Female / Spayed

Weight
about 9 lbs.

Age
2 years
Color

Seal Point
Reason for
Surrender

Family member
allergic

Holly

C o m m e n t s :
Holly is very
sweet. She was
brought in with Kit
Kat and they
would love to be
adopted together if
possible

Animals Presently Residing

The DFW Humane Society

The DFW Humane Society
1611 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas 75061

972-253-3333

Breed
Basset Hounds

Sex
Male / Neutered

Weight
about 45 lbs.

each.
Age

2 and 3 years
Color

Tri
Reason for
Surrender
Child has
allergies

Bella & Bosley

Comments: Bella
and Bosley are
looking for a home
together if possible.
They are both
housebroken, good
with kids and other
pets.

Breed
Dalmatian Mix

Sex
Female
Weight

about 10 lbs.
Age

about 2- 3 months
Color

White with Black
Reason for
Surrender

Found as a stray.

Snoopy

C o m m e n t s :
Snoopy is very
sweet and playful.
She loves every-
one!

Provided by Ann Hatch
Dallas County Community Col-

lege District (DCCCD) students in-
terested in health careers can add chi-
ropractic to their list of options after
officials from both DCCCD and
Parker College of Chiropractic sign
a transfer agreement that will create
a seamless transition for students
between the two institutions.

“DCCCD continues to seek new
partners in higher education so that
we can offer our students more op-
tions for their educational and pro-
fessional growth,” Dr. Wright
Lassiter, DCCCD’s chancellor,
said. “We welcome Parker College of
Chiropractic as a partner with our

district, and we look forward to the
additional opportunities for our stu-
dents that this agreement will pro-
vide - especially in the allied health
fields.”

“We also welcome DCCCD stu-
dents to Parker College*s campus
family, and we look forward to work-
ing with them as they pursue their
bachelor*s degrees,” Dr. Fabrizio
Mancini, president of Parker Col-
lege, said.

“The purpose of the agreement
is to enable DCCCD students who
transfer to Parker College of Chiro-
practic to transfer the credit hours
they already have earned for as much
relevant study as possible,” Gregory

DCCCD,DCCCD,DCCCD,DCCCD,DCCCD, P P P P Parkarkarkarkarker Colleer Colleer Colleer Colleer College give students another career optionge give students another career optionge give students another career optionge give students another career optionge give students another career option
Williams, DCCCD’s director of
transfer services/articulation and uni-
versity relations, said. “The agree-
ment provides a structure to achieve
that goal.”

Representatives including Dr.
Lassiter and Dr. Fabrizio Mancini
will sign the agreement during a cer-
emony on March 21, at 10 a.m. at
DCCCD’s downtown office, located
at 701 Elm St. (fourth floor). Other
officials from both institutions also
will attend.

Transfers from DCCCD to
Parker College will based on credit
hours that students earn in the dis-
trict, not from individual colleges
within DCCCD, which is particu-

larly important for individuals who
are enrolled at more than one of the
district’s institutions.

Additionally, DCCCD students
who complete the district’s core cur-
riculum will have those credits trans-
ferred to Parker College of Chiro-
practic as a block, which will satisfy
the lower-division education require-

ments at the college. DCCCD’s core
curriculum can be transferred and
accepted as a component of a
Bachelor’s degree or as a stand-alone
general education block not associ-
ated with a Bachelor’s degree.

For other information about the
agreement and specific stipulations,
contact 214-860-2185.

Provided by Ashley Howland
Baylor Health Care System and

MedBasics announced the execution
of a formal collaboration agreement,
which began on Feb. 15. MedBasics
operates convenient care clinics that
provide walk-in medical services in-
side major retail outlets for routine
medical conditions and preventive
care.   

This agreement will maximize
the delivery of accessible health care
in North Texas while allowing both
organizations to maintain their inde-
pendence and control. Specifically,
the agreement provides for Baylor to
identify a corporate medical director
and supervising physicians for new
MedBasics locations. The first
MedBasics clinic with Baylor iden-
tified physician oversight will open
in the summer of 2007. 

“We look forward to collaborat-
ing with MedBasics based on the

company’s pioneering work in the
Dallas/Fort Worth area. This organi-
zation has introduced affordable and
accessible health care in a retail set-
ting, which benefits all North Tex-
ans,” Joel Allison, President and
CEO, Baylor Health Care System,
said.      

At MedBasics clinics a certified
nurse practitioner or physician assis-
tant, will now operate with oversight
from a physician, evaluating and
treating patients for a variety of mi-
nor illnesses, such as allergies, blad-
der infections, bronchitis, ear and si-
nus infections, fever, and strep throat
for a charge of $49. School physical
exams, immunizations and flu shots
also are offered. No insurance cover-
age is required.

“Cooperating with a quality-fo-
cused, patient-centered organization
like Baylor allows us to further in-
crease our patient comfort level with

the care offered at each MedBasics
location. Whether we are serving
patients who cannot get an appoint-
ment with their family doctor, who
want to avoid the emergency room,
or who have no other source of health
care, we know the Baylor name will
resonate,” Brian Jones, Chairman
and CEO, MedBasics, said.

“This agreement formalizes sev-
eral months of informal cooperation
while MedBasics introduced their
first two clinics in Dallas.
HealthTexas realizes the importance
of access to care for patients, and will
work with all of our Baylor Health
Care System leaders to develop this
relationship,” Carl Couch, M.D.,
Chairman, HealthTexas Provider
Network, Baylor’s physician group,
said.

MedBasics operates two conve-
nient care clinics in Dallas, and plans
to open 500 nationwide by 2010.
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Pastor Dennis King of Hope Fel-
lowship Church at The Pigeon Hole
in Downtown Irving wants to wel-
come anyone and everyone to their
church, located at 132 W. Irving
Blvd.

”Our congregation/family con-
sists of people from every walk of
life,” Pastor Dennis said. “A lot of
the people who come to our church
are those who maybe felt like out-
casts elsewhere. I’ve heard that some
have called us the “Biker Church”
which most likely is due to the fact
that the church itself kind of spun off
the The Men’s Biker Bible Study that
meets at The Pigeon Hole every
Thursday at 7:00 p.m. We do have a
lot of people with very different back-
grounds who all come together to
share a common faith and love of The
Lord. There’s no dress code, no atti-
tudes—just come as you are. When
you do come, you will feel the love
and the presence of The Lord and
we’re confident you’ll be changed be-
fore you leave.”

The new Today’s Health center in Las
Colinas offers several services under
one roof—all aimed at helping en-
hance your overall health and
wellness. Two massage therapists
operate on-site, as does a chiroprac-
tor and licensed endermologist, each
catering to the specific needs of resi-
dents from Irving and the surround-
ing area.

“We also have a training studio
with personal trainers,” owner Kris
Bell said. “We want to promote a
healthy lifestyle as part of a package
deal. We’d like to be your ‘one-stop
shop’ for everything from vitamin
products to workouts to a rubdown.”

Body, Health and Wellness also
offers Endermologie at the facility,
providing state-of-the-art skin treat-
ment that breaks down cellulite, lo-
calized fat deposits, scar tissue,
stretch marks and skin tightening.

“It works through machine pro-
duced therapeutic massages that pul-
sate into the deepest layer of the skin
called the superficialis dermis—the

layer of the skin that cannot be
reached with diet and exercise,”
owner Cody Crone said.

Crone said Endermologie is the
first cellulite reduction therapy ap-
proved and sanctioned by the FDA,
providing results that can last up to
seven years with maintenance. More
information about this process can be

obtained at www.cronebodyhealth
andwellness.com.

Dr. Tammye Turner—a gradu-
ate of Parker College of Chiroprac-
tic—plans to focus on “wellness”,
which will include orthopedic/neu-
rologic
physiology, nutrition/weight loss and
alternative medicine.

Hope Fellowship has grown
substantially since it humble begin-
ning, with over 150 members now,
splitting time between two Sunday
services held at 8:45 a.m. and 10:45
a.m. to avoid overloading The Pigeon
Hole.

Pastor Dennis said the owners
of The Pigeon Hole, local residents
Raymond and Betty Yarbrough,
shared their vision as to what the
church might become, helping con-
vert the former blues music hall into
a Christian venue.

Music still remains a vital part
of worship at The Pigeon Hole, with
Friday nights devoted to Christian
songwriters and musicians.

”It’s been a big success,” Pas-
tor Dennis said of the weekly event.
“We also do what we call ‘R.A.P.’—
riding and praying. If someone in our
church knows of someone who is
homebound, shut in, or in need of
urgent prayer due to illness, we’ll
load up on motorcycles and in cars
and go minister to them.”

The sight and sound of motor-
cycles rumbling down the street
might be intimidating at first, but
people quickly warm up to the church
members once they know why
they’ve come.

“We’ve come a long way in just
one year,” Pastor Dennis said. “Start-
ing with about 12 people and then

freedom in their worship that they
have not been able to experience,”
Worship Pastor Jim said. “Now, they
can express their love for The Lord
in a way that’s comfortable to them.”

”We didn’t necessarily want to
build a place for people that are al-
ready ‘churched,’” Pastor Dennis
said. “We are looking for those

Dr.Turner’s goal is optimal
health with a main focus on remov-
ing the nerve interference from the
spine, thus allowing the body to func-
tion properly.

Massages are provided by Ali-
cia Garza and Basu Sharma, who
have many years of combined expe-
rience in different techniques. Both
believe that people should be able to
use massage more often to fully reap
the benefits; reduce stress, increase
blood flow throughout body, allevi-
ate pain and facilitates growth of tis-
sue. With that in mind, Today’s
Health is offering 1-hr massages to
their clients for only $39.

In addition to their large inven-
tory of vitamins and other supple-
ments, the store also offers tasty food
choices like fresh fruit smoothies and
snack bars.

Bell said a growing number of
people are also expressing an inter-
est in “detoxification,” a process in
that reduces the number of impuri-
ties in one’s body.

“I really believe in it,” Bell said.
“A lot of the bad things people are
doing to themselves right now are not
going to turn up until they’re older.
We have people that are able to tell a
noticeable difference in their level of
energy and the overall way they feel
after only a few weeks in our pro-
gram.”

Bell said people should seri-
ously consider regular participation
in the fitness program offered in the
training area at Today’s Health, fea-
turing a weight program that is tai-
lored to the individual needs of the
client.

“That’s whay my formal train-
ing is—physiology,” Bell said.
“We’ll have free-standing weights,
but we’ll also try to emphasize such
things as proper body movement and
things like that. We have a lot of in-
house services for people.”

For more information about
Today’s Heath, call the store at 972-
506-8181  or visit online at
www.todayshealthdallas.com.
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Hope Fellowship Church invites people to come as they are

Today’s Health center in Las Colinas offers a variety of   service

the next
brother in
Christ and
his family,
and the next
sister in
Christ and
her family,
and so it con-
tinues.”

” M a n y
in our church
were seeking
an alternative
when they ar-
rived at our
door and
have found a

people out there who are hurting or
feel like they just didn’t belong. Just
as Jesus opened up and taught and
allowed His people to respond, we
at Hope Fellowship Church have that
same interactive atmosphere. So, if
you are looking for something differ-
ent, and something very fulfilling,
come and we KNOW you will be
blessed!”

The Staff of Today’s Health center in Las Colinas



SCHEDULE FOR
03/16 - 03/22

Movie Hotline  401-film

*300
1:30PM    2:00PM    4:20PM
5:00PM    7:00PM    7:30PM

9:40PM    10:10PM
*ZODIAC

12:35PM    1:35PM
4:00PM    5:00PM    7:30PM

9:00PM
ASTRONAUT FARMER

12:20PM    2:45PM
5:10PM    7:35PM    9:55PM

NUMBER 23
12:30PM    2:50PM
5:15PM    7:45PM

10:10PM
BRIDGE TO

TERABITHIA
12:40PM    2:55PM

5:05PM    7:20PM    9:45PM
GHOSTRIDER

1:35PM    4:35PM    7:20PM
10:00PM

PREMONITION
12:45PM    3:00PM
5:15PM    7:45PM

10:05PM
RENO 911: MIAMI
12:35PM    2:40PM

4:50PM    7:05PM    9:15PM
NORBIT

12:30PM    2:50PM
5:20PM    7:40PM

10:05PM
I THINK I LOVE MY

WIFE
12:50PM    3:10PM
5:20PM    7:40PM

10:00PM
ULTIMATE GIFT

1:00PM    3:45PM    7:10PM
9:50PM

MUSIC AND LYRICS
12:25PM    2:45PM

5:05PM    7:25PM    9:55PM
BREACH

1:20PM    4:10PM    6:40PM
9:25PM

#WILD HOGS
12:25PM    2:40PM

4:55PM    7:25PM    9:50PM
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Provided by Janis Browning
North Lake College, a mem-

ber of the Dallas County Commu-
nity College District, invites the
public to its annual Writers’ Fest
where authors read and discuss

their work with the audience on
March 28 and 29. The theme of
this year’s Fest is “Contemporary
Writers with a Global View.” The
authors are Moumin Quazi, James
Ragland, Carol Coffe Reposa, Jerry

North Lake presents Annual Writers’ Fest
Bradley and the North Lake cre-
ative writing faculty. Readings
both days are in the morning, 11:
00 a.m. and evening, 7:15 p.m. All
readings are in the North Lake
Community Library, room L240.

As the eldest son of parents
from two countries, U.S. and Pa-
kistan, Moumin Quazi presents a
unique perspective in his writing.
Moumin will do the first reading
at 11:15 a.m. on March 28. He is
an assistant professor of English
at Tarleton State University in cen-
tral Texas and his poems and short
fiction have been widely published.
Recently, he was named Poetry
Editor for the journal New Texas.

Speaking Wednesday evening
is James Ragland, award-winning
reporter, editor and columnist. In
1991, he moved to Washington,
D.C. to work for the Washington
Post. A past president of the local
chapter of the National Association
of Black Journalists and the Dal-
las/Fort Worth Association of
Black Communicators, James is
well-known as a respected veteran
reporter and journalist.

The poems and essays of Carol
Coffee Reposa appeared or are
forthcoming in The Atlantic Re-
view, The Formalist, English Jour-
nal, Iron Horse Literary Review,
The Valparaiso Review, The Texas
Observer, and other journals and
anthologies and she also has three
collections of poetry. She will read
with Jerry Bradley on Thursday
morning. Twice nominated for the
Pushcart Prize, she has received
three Fulbright/Hays Fellowships.
She is also the winner of the Con-
ference of College Teachers of En-
glish Poetry Award (2003). She
teaches at San Antonio College.

Jerry Bradley, who will read
with Carol on Thursday morning,
is Dean of Graduate Studies at
Lamar University in Beaumont,
TX. He is the author of four books
and his poetry appeared in many
literary magazines. Today, he is
poetry editor of the Concho River
Review and is past-president of the
Texas Association of Creative
Writing Teachers. He was named
outstanding alumnus from Mid-
western State University in 2002.

Four members of the North
Lake creative writing faculty will
read their work and answer ques-
tions from the audience on Thurs-
day evening. The authors are Brian
Cordell, John (Sonny) Williams
and Shelly Woodcox-Unruh.

Refreshments will be served
after the readings and the authors
will be available to sign their

books. For more information, visit
www.northlakecollege.edu, or call
972-273-3413.

Jerry’s Girls stop the show

Bringing the music and lyrics of Jerry Herman to the stage, the Dallas Divas! presented by Lyric
Stage fills Carpenter Hall with a show dedicated to Joy and Ralph Ellis.
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425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

IN GOD WE TRUST

Metro (817) 498-7079
And our new location at

310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX
Metro (817) 477-3383

Visit Our Other Locations at
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Serving Irving For Over 35 Years

For Take Out Call SPECIALS
EVERY

DAY!

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER
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Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking

All You Can Eat Food Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

The Irving Rotary Club teamed
up with North Lake College South
Irving Center in an effort to help Irv-
ing residents who have not com-
pleted their high school education a
second chance to earn their high
school diploma through GED
through $2000 in financial aid for
qualifying individuals. The 2nd

Chance Initiative is a new Vocational
Service Program for Irving Rotary
Club and will be implemented in col-
laboration with North Lake College
South Irving Center GED Institute.

“The 2nd Chance Initiative fits
nicely with the existing educational
programs currently supported by the
Irving Rotary Club” Hal Ozcan, Vo-
cational Service, said.

The educational programs of the
Irving Rotary Club include Rotary
Readers helping 2nd grade children
learn to read, Rotarians helping teen-

agers with verbal skills through four
way speech contests, leadership
skills through Camp RYLA and col-
lege scholarships. The 2nd Chance
Initiative, helping adults get their
GED is now the third part of Rotary’s
commitment to education.

There are approximately 26,000
adults 25 and over in Irving with no
high school diploma, according to the
2000 Census Bureau.

“There is a lot of attention fo-
cused on curtailing the drop out rate
in our public schools, but little atten-
tion is focused on those who have
dropped out,” Rene Castilla, Execu-
tive Dean of North Lake College
South Irving Cente, said. “With the
help of Rotary, we hope to change
that.”

North Lake College South Irv-
ing Center offers the GED test in En-
glish and Spanish as well as GED

preparation classes in both lan-
guages. Some 600 individuals took
the GED exam in 2006. Of that num-
ber over 400 took the exam in En-
glish and 140 took it in Spanish.

“Those numbers are still too low
when you compare them to the thou-
sands of adult individuals there are
in Irving without a high school di-
ploma,” Mr. Ozgan said. “With
Rotary’s involvement and with the
help of the community, I hope we can
change that.”

According to Mr. Castilla, the
cost for taking the GED preparation
is $202 and cost for taking the GED
test is $65. For added convenience,
North Lake College South Irving
Center offers the GED test every Sat-
urday. For more information about
North Lake College South Irving
Center, call 972-860-7863.

Rotary Club, NLC South Irving
Center give dropouts a chance

VVVVVerizon presents donation to Irerizon presents donation to Irerizon presents donation to Irerizon presents donation to Irerizon presents donation to Irving.Netving.Netving.Netving.Netving.Net

Irving.Net, represented by Delia Watley, accepted a check for $27,750 from Verizon Communications in support of
adult ESL programs and the Irving.Net community portal. Nickie Weaver, program director of grant services, and
members of the adult ESL classes also participated in the check presentation ceremony.

Junior Achievement of Dallas
has invited MacArthur High
School to participate in an inter-
national pilot program. Citigroup
has partnered with Junior Achieve-
ment Worldwide to create a new
high school curriculum called “JA
Banks in Action.” 

Nimitz,Nimitz,Nimitz,Nimitz,Nimitz, Ir Ir Ir Ir Irving choral students adving choral students adving choral students adving choral students adving choral students advance to statevance to statevance to statevance to statevance to state

MacArthur partners
with Junior Achievement

MacArthur and another area
school will participate in the eight-
week pilot program in which stu-
dents have the chance to win col-
lege savings bonds. Students will
learn about the history and opera-
tions of banking. Citigroup will
provide volunteers for the pro-
gram.

Fifteen choral students at
Nimitz High School and 13 cho-
ral students at Irving High School
qualified for state following the
solo and ensemble contest held
Feb. 10 in Midlothian.

The following Nimitz students
qualified for the state UIL contest
scheduled for May in Austin:
Ofelia Carranza, Jennifer De La
Fuente, Jackie Estes, Amanda
Garza, Len Harper, Cory Jones,
Danielle Manka, Robert Martinez,
Johana Orellana, Christopher
Ramirez, Anna Schuessler, Jason
Solis, Gunnar Tietge, Regina
Torres, and Victoria Wiley.

The following Irving students
qualified for the state UIL: Devon

Mariscal, Eli Orellana, Jolie
Palmer, Christina Scrivner and
Katrina Vincent.

Albert, Tanisha Archie, Stephanie
Bunt, Ashley Chandler, Tiffany
Conant, Jonathan Flores, J.P.
Goski, Karem Guajardo, Meagan

A delegation of students
and teachers from The Acad-
emy of IISD attended the
FCCLA (Family, Career &
Community Leaders of
America) regional conference
Feb. 8-10 in Waco.

The following students en-
tered competitions and ad-
vanced to the FCCLA state
meet in April: Autumn Field,
Lindsey Gillespie and Megan
Howell, Applied Technology,
first; Amber Gill, JoNecia Light
and Samuel Partida, Illustrated

Academy FCCLA
students advance

Talk, first; Alicia Martinez,
Sindy Perez and Amparo
Ramirez, Chapter Service
Manual, second; Erica Castillo,
Mayra Salazar and Ana Mora,
Illustrated Talk, third; and
Magdalena Rubio, Maria
Sanchez and Alejandra
Vazquez, Chapter Service Dis-
play, fifth.

In addition, Academy stu-
dent Joseph Lees was elected
Region 3 president for the 2007-
2008 school year.

It has been a busy season for
IISD students participating in re-
gional music contests. Bowie
Middle School had 30 students
earn superior ratings and 27 stu-
dents earn excellent ratings at their
solo and ensemble contest. Nine-
teen students at MacArthur High
School and 23 students at Irving

Students perform well
in solo and ensemble

High School qualified to advance
to state following the solo and en-
semble competition. Twenty-one
students at Travis Middle School
received superior ratings at their
solo and ensemble contest.

For the list of student names,
go to www.irvingisd.net.

Good Elementary School has
received a $2,500 Best Buy Teach
Award for integrating technology
into the curriculum. The applica-
tion, submitted by music teacher

Good receives Best Buy aGood receives Best Buy aGood receives Best Buy aGood receives Best Buy aGood receives Best Buy awardwardwardwardward
Frances Rinehart, focused on the
creation of musical creativity cen-
ters in the classroom through com-
puter hardware upgrades and other
enhancements.
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The Team of the Week for this edition is the “Run Club” at Stipes
Elementary School, which was recently honored by the Irving Celebrates
Excellence committee in the category of Athletics and Physical Education.

Team of the Week
“Run Club” at Stipes Elementary receives I.C.E. recognition

Presented regularly by:

To nominate a team for recognition, 

call 214-675-6493

Questions? Suggestions?
Contact Sports Editor 

Chris Helterbrand at 214-808-7815

Irving Sports At-A-Glance
Irving Star Trekkers Walking Club promotes healthy lifestyle

The Star Trekkers Walking Club invites those interested in
keeping fit to join them at any of their meetings, held at 7 p.m.
the second Thursday of even-numbered months at the Jaycee
Center for the Arts, located at 2000 W. Airport Freeway.

The Star Trekkers are one of more than 350 members clubs
affiliated with the American Volksport Association, which host
sanctioned events like one planned in Irving on Saturday, March
31. 

The Star Trekkers will host a 6K and 10K walk at T.W.
Richardson Grove Park, located at 333 E. Interstate 635 in
Irving.

Walkers may walk, jog or run at their own pace, and can
start anytime  between 8 a.m. and noon, and must finish before
3 p.m.

Cost is $6 for an award and IVV credit, $3 for IVV credit or
free for those who simply want to come out and take part in the
activities and do not want an award or certification.

For more information about this and other club activities,
call 972579-7384 or email grwhitford@gmail.com.

Information can also be obtained online at
www.startrekkers.org or www.ava.org. 

Irving Girls Softball League organizing canned food drive
The Irving Girls Softball League will be collecting canned

and non-perishable foods throughout the spring season to donate
to Irving Cares and local churches. 

The IGSL collected over 81 pounds of food last year and
would like to give 10 times that amount at the end of the season. 

Most people tend to give around Thanksgiving and
Christmas, but tend not to think about children that are out for
the summer and don’t have enough to eat during the day. 

For some students, their only meals come from the breakfast
and lunch served at school. 

The IGSL is requesting that local residents bring their
canned goods and non-perishable foods to the concession stand
or score booth any time during the season. 

If you have any questions please speak with Joe Taylor
(972) 986-6190 or Renee Rogers (214) 597-9492.

Information can also be obtained online at the IGSL website
at http://eteamz.active.com/igsl/news.  

3. Bristow Richardson Pearce                       6’-2
4. D. Hughes Richardson Pearce                      6’-0”
5. B. Hunt Highland Park 5’-10”
6. Dixon MacArthur 5’-10”
7. J. Cravens Newman Smith                          5’-10”
Pole Vault
1. J. Sims MacArthur 12’-0”
2. B. Smith Jesuit 11’-6”
3. Miller Richardson Pearce 11’-6”
4. Platten Richardson Pearce 11’-0”
4x200
1. Newman Smith........................................................................1:28.37
2. McKinney North.......................................................................1:31.00
3. Carrollton Ranchview..............................................................1:31.71
4. MacArthur...............................................................................1:32.57
5. Jesuit........................................................................................1:32.68
6. Highland Park............................................................................1:32.9
400-meter run
1. Parker Richardson Pearce 50.78
2. Sean McLaughlin Jesuit 50.78
3. Dominque Kasindi Jesuit 51.75
4. Zack Curtis McKinney North                        51.92
5. Abada MacArthur                               52.15
6. P. Jones Newman Smith 52.23

4x100
1. Newman Smith...........................................................................42.06
2. MacArthur..................................................................................42.14
3. Ranchview...................................................................................42.78
4. Jesuit...........................................................................................43.85
5. McKinney North..........................................................................44.38
100-meter dash
1. S. Harris Ranchview 10.75
2. S. Prioleau MacArthur 10.78
3. Wesley MacArthur 10.93
4. Jayce Boyd McKinney North 11.08
5. D. Perkins Newman Smith 11.12
6. Philip Dollar Highland Park 11.40
110 Hurdles
1. Dickard Seagoville 14.78
2. Martin Holmes McKinney North 14.87
3. Daniel Fleming Jesuit 15.12
4. D. Hughes Richardson Pearce 15.50
5. Lee Johnson Jesuit 15.56
6. Michael Thatcher Highland Park 15.86
300 Hurdles
1. Deckard Seagoville 39.43
2. Daniel Fleming Jesuit 40.43
3. Martin Holmes McKinney North 40.96
4. Booth Seagoville 41.65
5. Johnson Jesuit 41.80
6. Michael Thatcher Highland Park 42.27
200-meter run
1. R. Miles Newman Smith 22.25
2. R. Brooks MacArthur 22.26
3. B. Wilson Ranch 22.80

4. A. Wilson Newman Smith 22.96
5. Kyle Dancy McKinney North 23.38
6. Miller Jesuit 23.40
3200-meter run
1. Lane Davis McKinney North 11:08.09
2. Chris Hayes McKinney North 10:24.6
3. Smith Shelton 10:42.04
4. Ernie White Jesuit 10:44.21
5. Sal Perdomo Jesuit 11:08.09
6. Derek Klein Jesuit 11:27.75
800-meter run
1. Jeff Pels Jesuit 1:58.5
2. Carson Penepacker McKinney North 2:01.34
3. Scott Palmer Jesuit 2:02.84
4. Ellis Richardson Pearce 2:06.34
5. Nathan Nichols Jesuit 2:07.78
6. Chris Cassidy McKinney North 2:09.43
1600-meter run
1. C. Penepacker McKinney North 4:37.12
2. S. Palmer Jesuit 4:38.43
3. L. Davis McKinney North 4:40.25
4. E. White Jesuit 4:42.43
5. Ellis Richardson Pearce 4:45.37
1600 Relay
1. Jesuit..........................................................................................3:24.9
2. McKinney North.......................................................................3:31.75
3. Highland Park..........................................................................3:31.82
4. Richardson Pearce.................................................................3:33.68
5. Newman Smith........................................................................3:34.96
6. MacArthur...............................................................................3:46.25

TRACK
from page 4

Local gymnastics teams
compete at Berkner meet

Here are team and invividual results
from the recent Richardson Berkner
Invitational:

Girls 

Team standings

1. San Angelo Central..............115.6 

2. South Garland......................112.2 

3. Lake Highlands....................106.1 

4. Richardson Pearce............100.85 

5. Garland Lakeview..................92.6 

6. Richardson Berkner.............91.65 

7. MacArthur...........................89.05 

8. Irving.....................................87.8 

9. Garland................................80.95 

10. McKinney North..................73.55 

11. McKinney.............................59.95 

12. McKinney Boyd...................31.15 

13. Nimitz...................................28.3 

14. Allen........................................3.0 

Boys 

Team standings

1. Garland Lakeview...................157.5 

2. Allen......................................150.05 

3. San Angelo Central................144.9 

4. Richardson...........................100.25 

5. Richardson Pearce...................78.0 

6. Richardson Berkner..................75.9 

7. South Garland........................72.85 

8. Garland.....................................70.2 

9. McKinney Boyd.......................42.25 

10. Lake Highlands........................41.6 

11. Irving.....................................39.05 

12. McKinney.................................17.3 

13. Nimitz......................................17.1 

14. MacArthur.................................7.3 

Ranchview Powerlifters Earn State
Berths after placing at regional meet

Ranchview High School in
Carrollton will send three power-
lifters to the State Meet in Houston
on March 23-24.

Phillip Herrera, Paden Weiss and
Jesse Gonzalez will represent
Ranchview at this year’s competi-
tion after earning berths at the

recent regional meet.
Herrera placed second at region-

als in the 123.5 pound weight class,
with Weiss placing third in the
242.5 pound weight class.

Gonzalez earned his spot in
Houston after placing fourth in the
275.5 pound weight class.  

Judy Hammond Memorial golf tournament
to be played on March 17 at Riverchase GC

The Judy Hammond Memorial
Golf Tournament is scheduled for
Saturday, March 17 at Riverchase Golf
Club in Coppell. The tournament’s title
sponsor is Sonic.

The tournament will benefit the
Judy Hammond Memorial Athletic
Scholarship, which will be awarded to
an Irving ISD student athlete.
Contributions toward the scholarship
can be made through the Irving
Schools Foundation (ISF).

Entry fee for the tournament is
$100, which includes lunch, green
fees, cart, practice balls, gift bag, din-
ner and door prizes. The format is a
four-golfer scramble. Participants may
sign up in singles, twosomes, three-
somes and foursomes.

Registration forms can be picked
at the Athletic Department and ISF
offices. For more information, contact
Joe Barnett at 972.215.5215 or Mike
Sartor at 972.721.3091.
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Continuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The Tradition
“The Right Choice for Over 50 Years.”

BROWN’S MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Brown Family Owned and Operated.

972-254-4242
Brownmem@msn.comBen F.Ben F.Ben F.Ben F.Ben F.

Church & Chapel Ser-
vices

Local, Out of Town
Services

& Burials
Memorials
Cremation

Memories Flowers

 “Life is not lost by dying! Life is lost by minute, day by dragging
day, in all the thousand, small, uncaring ways.” -- Stephen Vincent
Benet

THE DEATH OF A CO-WORKER

Because it is a fact of modern life that some people spend more time at work than at home, it should come as no surprise
that the death of a co-worker can be a shock. When such a death occurs, survivors at work can expect to experience all the
elements of grief, including shock, denial, anger, guilt, recognition, and acceptance. It would be a mistake to attempt to
overlook the loss and simply get on with the business at hand. Survivors can expect to find themselves giving inordinate
thought to their relation to the deceased, their relation to work, and the seemingly whimsical nature of fate. It helps to attend
a co-worker’s funeral as a means of addressing grief.

Please call DONNELLY’S COLONIAL FUNERAL HOME at 972-579-1313 to schedule a consultation with a pre-
arrangement counselor who can guide you through decisions about visitation, the ceremony, choice of casket or urn, and
gravesite service. We are located at 606 W. Airport Frwy.

Presented by DONNELLY’S COLONIAL FUNERAL HOME

Angie Korzenewski, Certified Preplanning Consultant
Funeral Director

JAMES BENTON
HUNT

J a m e s
Benton Hunt, 63,
of Irving died
March 6, 2007.

Son of
Everette E. and
Dorothy F. Gant
Hunt, he was
born May 28,

1943, in Klondike. Mr. Hunt was a
retired warehouse supervisor for Pro-
gressive Lab. He loved and enjoyed
his beautiful sons, one daughter-in-
law and his four grandchildren.

Survivors are his parents of Com-
merce; two sons Charles Hunt of
Lewisville and James Hunt and wife
Linda of Irving; four grandchildren,
Jessica Hunt, Taylor Hunt, Chloe Hunt
and James Austin Hunt, all of Irving;
and a sister, Barbara Speight and hus-
band Robert of Commerce.

A graveside service was Friday
at Rosemound Cemetery in Commerce
with Rev. Johnnie Henderson offici-
ating. Visitation was until service time
Friday at Jones-Walker & Son Funeral
Home in Commerce. Pallbearers were
David Knowles, Billy Lindamood,
Chris Cobb, Samuel Baldwin, Robbie
Speight and Robert Speight. James
Austin Hunt will be honorary pall-
bearer.

Memorial donations may be
made to the American Heart Associa-
tion or the American Lung Associa-
tion.

GEORGE NAOKICHI
SHIMAMOTO

George Naokichi Shimamoto, age
93, of Irving formerly of St. Louis,
MO, died March 6, 2007 at an Irving
hospital.

Born Nov. 16, 1913 at Isleton,
CA, he was the son of Nitaro
Shimamoto and Yuku Komatsu
Shimamoto. A retired electronics tech-
nician, he was preceded in death by
his wife, Kimi Shimamoto May 20,
1981.

Survivors include sons, Richard
Shimamoto, Ed Shimamoto, and
David Shimamoto, all of St. Louis,
MO; daughters, Lois Adams of Hope,
AR and Lynn Shimamoto of Seattle,
WA; a brother, William Shimamoto of
El Cerrito, CA; sisters, Misao Habara
and Mitsuno Shirokoma, both of Ja-
pan; ten grandchildren; and eleven
great grandchildren.

Memorial services will be 2:00
p.m., March 31 at Bopp Funeral
Chapel, Kirkwood, MO. Entombment
will be at Resurrection Cemetery in
Affton, MO. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to Baylor Specialty
Hospital-Irving.

REV. DR. ROBERT F.
GONZALEZ

Rev. Dr.
Robert F.
Gonzalez, age 61,
a resident of
North Richland
Hills for five
years, died
March 6, 2007 at
a San Antonio

hospital.
Born August 1, 1945 in Havana,

Cuba  to Antonio Gonzalez and Delia
Suarez Gonzalez, he was baptized into
the Christian faith and confirmed at
Iglesia Luterana Redentor in Havana.
He married Susan Rodriguez on Nov.
25, 1972 in New York City.

Preceded in death by his parents,
uncle Manuel Gonzalez and nephew,
Raymond Blanco. Survivors include
his wife, Susan; daughters Elizabeth
Ann and husband Jayson Prouty of
Grand Prairie, Suzanne and husband
Shannon Kessler of Fayetteville, NC,
Debbie Gonzalez of North Richland
Hills; grandson, Dallas Robert Prouty
of Grand Prairie; sisters, Alicia
Gonzalez, Carmen Rodriguez and
Hilda De Los Cuetos and husband
Armando, all of Miami, FL; as well
as many nieces, nephews and his
church family.  Rev. Gonzalez served
in the Christian ministry for over 38
years in both the called vocation of
parochial school teacher and ordained
minister. The majority of his public
ministry centered on outreach into the
Hispanic community.

Visitation was Monday at
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home.
Service was March 13, at Our Re-
deemer Lutheran Church where he
was a member. Rev. Michael
McFarland and Rev. Angel Perez of-
ficiating. Interment followed at Oak
Grove Memorial Gardens in Irving.
Memorial contributions may be made
to Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
Building Fund, 2505 W. Northgate
Drive, Irving, TX 75062.

MARY MAGDALENE
BEBERDICK McBRIDE

M a r y
M a g d a l e n e
B e b e r d i c k
McBride was
born in India-
napolis, IN on 28
Aug. 1914 to Jo-
seph Henry
Beberdick and
Elizabeth Mary

Buehner, she attended Technical High
School of Indianapolis. 

She was one of six siblings:
Henry Beberdick, deceased; Joseph
Beberdick, deceased; Helen

Beberdick, deceased; Elizabeth
Kinman, deceased; and LaVerne
Marks of Indianapolis, IN.

She met Francis Edward
McBride and they married on 25 June
1938 at St. Patrick Catholic Church
in Indianapolis. They lived in Chicago,
South Bend, Houston, Dallas, Jack-
sonville and in the Tulsa area. Frank
passed away in 1983, and in 1990
Mary moved to Irving to be near her
daughters Kathy and Libby.

She raised four children: Michael
McBride of Tacoma, WA; Patricia
McBride-Warren, deceased; Libby
Meyer of Dallas; and Kathy
Fiegenschue of Irving.

A member of St. Luke Catholic
Community in Irving, Mary enjoyed
her 11 grandchildren, 13 great-grand-
children, niece and nephew. Mary al-
ways thought the best of people and
remembered names well. She was
grateful and generous, and always had
a kind and encouraging word. She
shared her smile and twinkling blue
eyes with all. We will miss her. 

Visitation was 8 March at
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home in
Irving, followed by a Rosary. Mass of
Christian Burial was 9 March at St.
Luke Catholic Community in Irving.
Interment was 10 March at Calvary
Cemetery in Tulsa. 

Donations may be made to the
Disabled American Veterans:
www.dav.org/donations in her name,
Mary Magdalene Beberdick McBride.

JOHN BERNARD
KUSEWITT, JR.

J o h n
B e r n a r d
Kusewitt, Jr. was
born on Novem-
ber 29, 1924, in
East St. Louis,
IL, to John and
Olga Kusewitt.
He passed away
on March 7,

2007.
He graduated from the U.S. Mili-

tary Academy at West Point in 1945
and served in the Army in artillery,
aviation, and general staff duties un-
til his retirement as a Lt. Colonel in
1965. He was an artillery spotter pi-
lot and helicopter pilot in the Korean
War. He earned his MBA degree from
the University of Alabama in 1960.
His first wife Shirlee, mother of his
oldest daughter, died in 1960 after 15
years of marriage. After his Army ser-
vice, he was an aerospace project en-
gineer with Vought Corporation for 15
years. He earned his Ph.D. degree
from the University of Texas at Arling-
ton in 1979. He was a professor in the
Graduate School of Management, Uni-

versity of Dallas, from 1980 until his
retirement in 2000 where he taught
management, statistics, and econom-
ics. He published numerous research
studies, articles, and papers through-
out his professional life.

John will be remembered as a
dedicated soldier, engineer, and
scholar. He greatly enjoyed people and
was devoted to his family. His second
wife Eleanor, mother of his youngest
daughter, died in 2002 after 38 years
of marriage. He and Eleanor enjoyed
travel, theater, fishing, and social ac-
tivities. They lived in Irving since
1966.

He was preceded in death by his
sisters, Helen and Ruth. He is survived
by his daughter Dr. Donna Kusewitt
and her husband Dr. John Thilsted
who reside in Columbus, OH, his
daughter Laura Paul and her husband
Larry who reside in Corinth, TX,
granddaughters Tara and Rachel Paul,
and brother James Kusewitt who re-
sides in Greenville, TX.

Visitation was Friday at the fu-
neral home. A funeral service was
March 10 at Donnelly’s Colonial Fu-
neral Home Chapel. He will be in-
terred at Arlington National Cemetery.
The family requests that in lieu of
flowers please send expressions of
sympathy to a cancer charity of your
choosing. John was a wonderful lov-
ing father who will be greatly missed
by his children and grandchildren.

DENISE RENEE
CLINE

Denise
Renee Cline, of
G r a p e v i n e ,
passed away
March 7, 2007.
She was born
Sep. 27, 1971 in
Irving.

P r e -
ceded in death by
her father Jackie

Reid and grandmother Erna Gray; sur-
vivors include her husband Robert M.
Cline of Grapevine; mother Syble
Reid and step-father John Powers of
Euless; children Hunter and Mycahla
Cline of Grapevine; step-son Trevor
Cline of Brooklyn, NY; brother Randy
Reid of Duncanville; step-sisters Holly
Powers of Victor, ID, and Shannon
Powers of Austin; and numerous
friends and family.

Funeral services were March 12
at S. MacArthur Church of Christ with
Tim Lewis officiating. Interment fol-
lowed at Restland Memorial Park,
Dallas. Visitation was Sunday at the
funeral home.

MANUEL
SANTOS, SR.

Manuel Santos,
Sr, age 77, a resi-
dent of Irving for
55 years, died
March 9, 2007 in
Irving.

B o r n
June 3, 1929 in
Dallas to Mike

Santos and Feliciana Villereal Santos,
he was a U.S. Marine Corps veteran
of the Korean War attaining the rank
of Corporal. Manuel was formerly
employed at Wing Industries as a wood
engineer, Handy Dan Hardware and
Home Depot. He retired in 2000.
Woodworking, carpentry, arts and
crafts and painting were his favorite
activities.

He was preceded in death by his
daughter, Linda Guadalupe Santos.
Survivors include his wife of 55 years,
Mary Grace Santos; children, Manuel
Santos, Jr. and wife Gloria of Bedford,
Michael Santos and wife Margaret of
Grand Prairie and Linda Grace Hood-
Bayless and husband Dr. Robert
Bayless of Irving; grandchildren, Me-
lissa Santos-Guzman and husband
Rick and Melinda Santos, all of
Florida, Lynnea Santos of Carrollton,
Ashley Hood-Starek and husband Kyle
of Irving, Marcus Santos of Bedford,
Brandon Hood, Preston Hood, Heather
Bayless and Mahala Bayless, all of Irv-
ing; one great grandchild, Addison
Grace, expected in July; brother,
Raymond Santos and wife Loly.

Rosary was March 10. Entomb-
ment at Calvary Hill Cemetery in Dal-
las. Memorial contributions may be
made to the American Diabetes Asso-
ciation or the Alzheimer’s Association.

RON
GENGNAGEL

Ron Gengnagel, age 60, a lifelong
resident of Dallas, died March 9, 2007
at his home.

Born July 18, 1946 in Dallas to
Robert M. Gengnagel and Elizabeth
Kimmer Gengnagel, he was a librar-
ian at SMU and a member of the Uni-
versity Park United Methodist Church
in Dallas.

Preceded in death by his parents,
he is survived by a brother, Alfred
Gengnagel and his wife Janet; two
nieces, Michelle Gengnagel and
Adrienne Gengnagel, all of Mukilteo,
Washington.

Memorial Service was March 14
at Restland Memorial Park’s Abby
Chapel in Dallas. In lieu of flowers
the family requests memorial contri-
butions be made to AIDS Interfaith
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Network, 501 N. Stemmons, Suite
200, Dallas, TX 75207.

KEN “PAPA JOE”
PEAVY

K e n
“Papa Joe”
Peavy, age 66, a
resident of Grand
Prairie for 20
years, died
March 11, 2007.

B o r n
July 24, 1940 in
Minden, LA  to

the late John and Ruby Hall Peavy, he
was an aircraft materials handler for
over 20 years at LTV Vought in Grand
Prairie.

Preceded in death by his wife,
Margaret Ann Peavy in 2003; sisters,
Linda Bowers and Darlene Hufstetler;
and brother, Jim Peavy, he is survived
by his sons, Darryl Peavy and wife
Theresa of Rowlett, Devin Peavy and
wife Loretta of Claremore, OK, and
Kevin Peavy of Grand Prairie; broth-
ers, Johnny Peavy, Sr. and wife Rea
of Bullard, and Paul Peavy and wife
Betty of Chandler; eleven grandchil-
dren; and three great grandchildren.

Visitation was Thursday at the fu-
neral home. Service was 16 at
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
Chapel. Interment followed at Oak
Grove Memorial Gardens in Irving.

DOUGLAS MAURICE
NEAL

Douglas Maurice
Neal of
Granbury, for-
merly of Irving,
born February
20, 1921 passed
away March 11,
2007 in Irving.
He was a mem-

ber of Fellowship Church in Grape-
vine.

He is survived by wife Alice Neal
of Granbury; sons Robert Neal of
McAllen; Richard Neal and wife
Cindy of Ft. Worth; Tom Chalmers and
wife Belinda of Irving; Ryan Chalmers
and wife Donella of Spicewood; John
Chalmers and Heather Parker of Irv-
ing; daughters Nikki Neal Allen of
Euless; Marsha Moore and husband

Ron of Sunrise Beach; Jennifer Mor-
mon and husband Randy of Granbury;
18 grandchildren and 5 great grand-
children.

A Memorial Service will be held
at 1:00 p.m. March 23 at Brown’s Me-
morial Funeral Home Chapel with
Rev. Owen Goff officiating.

HERBERT WARREN
PERKINS

Herbert Warren Perkins, of
Denton, and formerly of Irving, passed
away March 7, 2007. He was born
June 29, 1917 in Corning, NY.

Survivors include children Rob-
ert Perkins of Grand Prairie and Cathy
Robertson and husband Kent of
Kingwood, Texas; 6 grandchildren;
and 8 great grandchildren.

Funeral services were held
March 9 at DFW National Cemetery,
Dallas.
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3-4 pound piece of Corned Beef Brisket – Can be
found at most Super Markets
1 Large head of Cabbage – quartered
10-12 small red new potatoes – unpeeled

March 17th is celebrated each
year by Irish-Americans in recog-
nition of St. Patrick, the patron
Saint of Ireland. St. Patrick is re-
membered for his travels across
Ireland and his success in winning
converts.

According to legend; St.
Patrick banished all snakes from
Ireland. Americans love to cel-
ebrate with parades, Irish music,
dancing, playing of Bagpipes,
green beer and the wearing of
green with a green shamrock if you
have one. Boston celebrated the

first St. Patrick’s Day in America
in 1737. The first St. Patrick’s Day
Parade was not in Ireland but New
York, March 17, 1762. If blood of

St. Patrick’s Day

CorCorCorCorCorned Beef and Cabbagened Beef and Cabbagened Beef and Cabbagened Beef and Cabbagened Beef and Cabbage
with Jackwith Jackwith Jackwith Jackwith Jacket Pet Pet Pet Pet Potatoesotatoesotatoesotatoesotatoes

Persons wishing to send in their favorite
family recipes or have a special request
for a lost recipe can contact The Irving
Rambler: irving.@irvingrambler.com.

Helen is the author of the Irving Cen-
tennial Cookbook and family histories
and James Mackay a man to cherish
1761-1822, a historical narrative.
Email: hwidener@msn.com
Website: www.jamesmackay.us

the Irish or just the spirit flows
through your veins and you want
to try a little traditional food, then
the following recipe is for you

Remove the Corned Beef from
its wrapper and rinse under run-
ning water until all the brine is re-
moved. Place the Corned Beef in a
large pan and cover with cold wa-
ter. Cook Corn Beef at a simmer
for 3 to 4 hours or until meat is
tender. When meat is almost done
add the potatoes and when pota-
toes are almost done add the cab-
bage. When the cabbage is tender,
not mushy, the whole boiled meal
will be ready. Remove the meat
onto a platter and arrange the cab-
bage and potatoes around it. Serve
with rye bread and a little Dijon

Mustard, butter, salt and pepper.
Recipe serves 4 to 6 people.

May the luck ‘o the Irish be
with ye!  Happy St. Patrick’s Day
Helen Ogden Widener

Margaret Lopez is an indepen-
dent writer for the Irving Rambler.  An
Irving resident for more than 12 years,
she and her husband have been mar-
ried for more than 40 years and have
four daughters and four grandsons

Margaret’s Corner
Hi Irving!
 
I hope you en-
joyed Spring
Break with your
friends and fam-
ily. We got a little

rain, but mostly sunshine. The grass
is already starting to turn green. 

This week’s article is an update
on Governor Perry’s executive order
to require the Gardasil HPV vaccine
for young girls (prior to entering the
6th grade). As I’ve mentioned be-
fore, I disagree with the Governor’s
executive order and do not think this
vaccine should be added to the list
of required vaccines. In my opinion,
this decision should rely with the
parents. Even though there is an op-
tion to decline the vaccine, I feel this
shot should not be added to the list
of required shots because it is so new,
because the disease is not airborne,
but rather a sexually transmitted dis-
ease, and because it is only 70% ef-
fective against cervical cancer.

I’ve learned that Attorney Gen-
eral Greg Abbott stated that the

Health and Human Services Com-
missioner is not required to follow
the executive order because a
governor’s executive order cannot
authorize an agency to do something
it does not already have the author-
ity to do. Furthermore, on March
13, the Texas House voted (119-
21) to dismiss Gov. Perry’s HPV vac-
cine mandate.The bill will now go to
the Senate. If your state representa-
tive voted for HB 1098 and you
would like to express your
gratitude, email your thanks by re-
placing first and last names:
first.last@house.state.tx.us
 Don’t forget to begin signing up
for the many summer programs for
your children this summer. They will
enjoy the activities. 
Praying to make a difference.
Attend Church on Sunday.
God Bless You.

By Matthew Miller

Tonight We’ll Be Robbing in
Your Neighborhood

The Monterey County (Calif.) Her-
ald reports that police received a 3
a.m. call from a woman reporting a
car break-in on Belden Street. Police
came and searched briefly, but found
no one and left. A short time later,
the woman called back to report
she’d seen two men running near
Belden Street. Police found stolen
property hidden near Belden Street,
but no suspects. Sometime after 5
a.m., police received a call from a
jogger reporting two men acting sus-
piciously on Belden Street. The jog-
ger had given chase, but the men had
eluded him. Police eventually found
two men, ages 18 and 19, near
Belden Street, and arrested them on
charges of conspiracy and possession

of stolen property. The men went to
jail, on Natividad Road.

Note: Replace Bulb
Before Driving Drunk

With Pot and Beer
The Milwaukee (Wisc.) Journal Sen-
tinel reports that police stopped a
woman for having a headlight out,
but they arrested the woman, age 52,
for driving while drunk and while
holding an open can of beer, plus pos-
session of marijuana.

Just Return the Video Before It’s
Due

A man reported the theft from his
apartment of items belonging to his
roommate, according to the Winona
(Minn.) Post. The stolen items in-
cluded an X-Box and X-Box games,
a TV, DVDs, a VCR and a rented
movie.

Hey, This One Has No Roof
The Palm Beach (Fla.) Post reports
that a briefcase and compact disks
were stolen from a BMW convert-
ible.

There He Is!
The Crusader (Susquehanna Univer-
sity, Selinsgrove, Pa.) reports that a
woman, age 31, left home in her Ply-
mouth van, spotted a man she knew
who shared her age and surname, and
ran him down. The man bounced off
the side of the van and had to be hos-
pitalized. The woman was arrested
on various assault, harassment and
endangerment charges. The report
mentioned no motive for the attack.

(c) 2006 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Contact us at 214-675-6493 if your business would like
to sponsor the games section of the Irving Rambler.
Almost everyone likes to play games giving advertisers
a captive and entertained audience. We are considering
a variety games and puzzles. Sponsoring this section
would guarantee you could play your favorite game
every week.

SPONSORS WANTED

Answers for 3-8-2007
Magic maze Sudoku Super Crossword

SOUNDS
RIGHT



If you or a friend need a car,
refer them to me and get $200
or bring this and and get $200.

LOOKING FOR A CAR?LOOKING FOR A CAR?

972-785-3003

Call Me Today!
Olivier

Call Me Today!
Olivier

698 E Airport Fwy
Irving, Texas 75062

Don Herring
Mitsubishi
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stage today. That means I am trying
to see where all the parts are. And
trying to determine how best to start,
where to start and what we are go-
ing to deal with. It will be done in
several different phases. Right now
we are just looking at the possibili-
ties,” he said
Infrastructure

“We are several months away
from getting everything into a real-
ity as to where we start. We have a
lot of things to deal with. One of them
being the infrastructure. Do you have
to widen some streets? In some cases,
the answer to that is probably ‘yes.’
We would identify some streets as
gateways into south Irving to give
people a good feel coming back into
south Irving. Next you have to deal
with the drainage system and utili-
ties. You have to bring all of that into
focus once you’ve identified what
you think you would like to do. We
are months away from any reality of
seeing sticks and bricks taking place.

“Around the senior citizens’ fa-
cility, would be a great place, in my
opinion, for town homes and condos
so senior citizens can live adjacent
to the senior citizen’s center. Irving
has one of the best senior citizens’
centers that I have seen. I think it can
be utilized to bring seniors to Irving
to live, shop and eat in the general
area of the center.

“The city has made a commit-
ment to create the infrastructure. For
example, on Main Street to have re-
ally top-notch facilities on both sides
of the street you are going to need
some nice parkways. In most cases,
the utilities are probably in pretty
good shape. Certainly utilities would
go underground, so that is where the
cities involvement would be to get
the highline poles out of the way.

“I can sit here and show you
maps all day long and show you
where I would like to be and where I
would like to start. The reality is that
when I get those maps done, I have
to sit down with all the utilities
people and say if this were to hap-
pen here, if you had this many people
living on this street, what effect does
that have on your ability to supply
utilities, drain rain water, and this
type of thing. You have all these ele-
ments that come into play, and I can
sit here and say ‘here is my final
plan,’ it doesn’t mean one thing un-
til all of that other takes place”
McDougal said.

Final Plan
“People want to see a final plan.

There is really no such thing as a fi-
nal plan until the project is complete.
It is a work in progress. I have things
in Overton that were not in my mas-
ter plan.

Restrictions
“In order to have control, where

retailers and developers can’t just go
in and build what they want to build,
I anticipate that we will do everything
by specific use. Meaning that you
don’t go zone anything until you
know what is going to be built there.
Then you zone it and you control the
structures. You control what it looks
like. In Overton, they are allowed to
use five paint colors. This is how you
make it consistent to have the look
you would want to have in south Irv-
ing. I think that is what makes the
type of city that you would want and
the type of projects you would want
in the city. If you don’t restrict it, you
go right back to your old problems.

“You can’t go in and say, ‘I’m
doing this and you have to repaint
your house. It don’t look good.’ Well
that is not any of my business and

you would tell me that pretty quick.
Anything old would be
grandfathered,” he said.

Tax Base
“Everything in the Lubbock

project has to be taxable property. We
have a restriction so that if a devel-
oper built a big apartment project and
decided a year later to sell that project
to a non-profit, the developer and/or
the non-profit has to pay the taxes
upfront for 30 years on the projected
value, which means you are not go-
ing to have anything in there that is
not taxable. This is what keeps the
taxpayers from picking up the tab for
something a developer does. It is all
paid out of the TIF, Tax Increment
Financing. You have a certain value
on properties today. You build good
properties and that goes into a spe-
cial fund that covers the $15 million
for infrastructure, anything that has
to go underground, and that all has
to be paid back to the city out of those
funds before it goes back into the
general tax fund.

“In Lubbock’s case, there was a
30 year bond issue. We built all the
streets, which we won’t have to do
here. We paved all the alleys, put in
the utilities, and the bond they did to
pay for all that has to be paid back in
30 years. In Lubbock, because of the
success it will be paid back in less
than 12 years.

“The 325 acres in Lubbock pro-
vided a $26 million tax base. In 2006,
they collected taxes based on $287
million. An increase of over 10 times.
Over the next couple of years, that
will be up to about $700 million. You
can pay a lot of debt without using
taxpayer dollars with that kind of in-
come.

“Then we formed a PID, Public
Improvement District, which we will
probably do here. The PID collects
money for the upkeep so that doesn’t
come out of taxpayer dollars. All of
the lights, landscaping and improve-
ments that are put in comes out of
that particular part of the tax. It is
nothing other than a city owned, ho-
meowner association. It ensures the
upkeep of the property for years and
years down the road as long as Irv-
ing is going to be here. I expect that
will be for a while. It ensures that is
paid for and you don’t have to in-
crease people’s taxes to keep that in-
frastructure up. It is paid for by the
increase in value.

Imminent Domain
“The City is not using the right

of imminent domain. That is a bad
word in the American language to-
day with a lot of things that have
happened. Either the people will be
satisfied with the price they are of-
fered, or they will stay where they are.
Any fear of being forced, can go
away, because that is not in the cards.
It is not the way to bring in a devel-

opment to use a scare tactics or what-
ever it is to get people to sell their
property. It strictly would be as a citi-
zen of Irving, is it to my benefit to
relocate? I would say in all cases the
answer to that would be ‘yes.’ Be-
cause it will be a financial gain for
them, not a financial loss,” he said.

Meet McDougal
If you would like to meet

McDougal or have questions for him,
he is scheduled to speak at the fol-
lowing meetings.
March 20:
7:00 – 8:30 p.m. Town Hall Meet-
ing, Northwest Park Recreation Cen-
ter, 2800 Cheyenne Street
March 28:
6:00 p.m. Irving Hispanic Chamber
of Commerce, Don Herring
Mitsubishi dealership on SH-183
past Carl Road
7:00 – 8:30 p.m. Town Hall Meet-
ing, Heritage Senior Center, 200 S.
Jefferson
April 11:
5:30 pm Irving Heritage Society Re-
ception, Central Library Auditorium
May 1:
12:00 p.m. Tuesday Rotary Club, La
Cima Club in Williams Square
6:00 p.m. Irving Museum Board,
Community Building

BUY or SELL

Training Center
109 S. Story Rd. Ste F.

Irving 75060
972-871-2866
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Still in the planning stages, Delbert McDougal examines maps of
the proposed redevelopment area.


