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By Jess Paniszczyn
Four years ago, North Lake, a

relatively small piece of property
consisting of 1,700 acres belong-
ing to the City of Dallas, began stir-
ring up trouble for both Coppell and
Irving. At that time, the Billingsley-
Crow Company purchased more
than 355 acres and announced
plans to build a residential devel-
opment named Cypress Waters
complete with multi-family units,
townhomes and single family dwell-
ings. The developer, now known
simply as the Billingsley Company,

North Lake property for
sale to cities, developers

currently owns more than 650 acres
of the North Lake property.

Connected to Dallas by only a
strip of land along the Grapevine
Creek, any residential development
built on the North Lake site would
depend on both Irving and Coppell
for public services such as police,
fire and libraries. More than 90 per-
cent of the property lies within the
Coppell Independent School Dis-
trict.

Luminant Energy, the current
majority owner of the North Lake
property recently announced they

would receive bids for 925 acres
including more than 700 acres of
the lake.

“We are still examining our op-
tions,” said Jim Witt, City Manager
of Coppell. “We have talked with

our brethren in Irving about it, and
we appreciate Irving’s support and
cooperation. The Coppell City
Council in the next two to three
weeks will probably make some de-
finitive movement one way or the

other. We are very interested in the
property. The impact of that prop-
erty on the Coppell School District
is substantial. So the Coppell com-

will not go anywhere without their
purse.

“Things happen that cause
parents to forget a child. We have
seen conscientious parents make a
mistake and still they forget a child.
One parent may think the other has
the child, and the other parent
thinks the one parent has the child,
and the child is left in the car.”

Heat exhaustion can occur at
temperatures above 90 degrees, and
heat stroke can occur when tem-
peratures rise above 105 degrees.
If not treated immediately, heat ex-
haustion can lead to heat stroke.

“If the temperature of a child
or any person reaches 106 degrees,
that is a serious emergency. If a
person’s temperature reaches 107
degrees, there will be brain damage.
The brain starts to swell in the heat.
A child first goes into fever induced
seizures. As the brain swells, it puts
pressure on the pons (a structure
located on the brain stem) and
causes the heart to stop. It happens
really quickly. There is no time that
it is safe to leave a child in a car, not
even for a second.

“If you get out of your car and
accidently lock the car with a child
inside, call the Fire Department. We
are going to get that car open. We
will either open it with our slim jims
or we will open it with a big wood
handled key,” he said gesturing to
an axe.

“If you are walking through a
parking lot and you see a child in a
car alone, call the Police Depart-
ment. People hesitate to call, be-
cause they don’t want to get some-
one in trouble. However, you
should look at it not as getting some-
one in trouble, but as saving a
child’s life.”

By Jess Paniszczyn
Texas Stadium served as a

gathering place while family and
friends participated in the Deploy-
ment Ceremony for the 56th Brigade
Special Troops Battalion and C
Troop 1st Squadron 124th Cavalry on
July 26.

“I want to thank the Mayor and
the City of Irving for letting us use
this facility,” said Major General
José Mayorga Division Commander
for the 36th Infantry Division. “We
don’t just get up in the morning and
say. ‘I think today we will have a
deployment ceremony at Texas Sta-
dium.’

“This is an honor for all the
Cowboy fans on the field today as
deploying soldiers. This group of
people is the next great generation
in the making. They enlist and re-
enlist knowing they are going to
go fight a war on foreign soil, and
fight for the freedom of those less
fortunate. I am very proud of them.

“The family members are the
other half of the equation of the next
great generation. It was particularly
important for them to be here. We
decided to have several Deploy-
ment Ceremonies locally, so more
family members could attend. There
are 3,400 troops deploying. If we
had a centralized location, not all of
the family members could have
gone. We had about 300 troops at-
tended the Deployment Ceremony
here.”

Captain Bruce Balvin, A Co. 56
BSTB EN, believes the deploying
soldiers and their families were ex-
cited to hold the Deployment Cer-
emony at Texas Stadium, because
it demonstrates the support of the
local community for the soldiers.

“We appreciate the City of Irv-
ing doing this for us. We have a lot
of Cowboy fans. When you think
of Texas, you think of the Dallas
Cowboys, so this is a great land-
mark to visit as we are going away.

“Our families actually have it a
lot harder than we do in some ways.
They are left here trying to make
ends meet without us. We are over
there. We are busy, going and go-
ing. This is nice for them, because
it shows that we are appreciated

Soldiers prepare to leave

Children,Children,Children,Children,Children, cars cars cars cars cars,,,,, heat create heat create heat create heat create heat create
a dangerous combinationa dangerous combinationa dangerous combinationa dangerous combinationa dangerous combination
By Jess Paniszczyn

Summer may well be the great-
est time of the year especially for
kids. School is out, the pools are
open, camps are in full swing and
the opportunities to have fun seem
limitless. However, since the 1990s
a new phenomenon has claimed
hundreds of young lives. This year
alone, 23 youngsters left unat-
tended in cars have died from hy-
perthermia. From 1998 to 2008, this
phenomenon has claimed 387 lives,
44 of those lost were young Tex-
ans, according to Jan Null, CCM,
Adjunct Professor of Meteorology,
San Francisco State University.1

“It is a recent phenomenon
that children are left in the back
seats of cars,” Assistant Fire Chief
Mike Evitts said. “Before we had
airbags, traditionally small children
rode in the front of the car with mom.
The driver could see the child.
There are some statistics stating
that in the mid-nineties the number
of children who died in cars be-
cause of heat went up tremen-
dously. The reason for that is
children’s car seats now had to be
placed in the backseat because the
airbag would harm the child. So we
put the car seat in the back of the
car, out of sight, out of mind. If the
child goes to sleep not making any
noise and you are in a hurry, you
may forget the child is back there.
It is an unfortunate thing, and it
happens far too often.

“Safety organizations have
suggested parents take a large
stuffed animal and place it in the
car seat. When you place your
baby in the car seat, place the
stuffed animal in the front seat to
remind you the baby is back there.
Mothers can put their purse back
there beside the baby. Most ladies

Saying good-bye is hard to do, the Shisler family, Shawna, Brittni (12)
Kenneth and Brayden (2), spends some time together at Texas Stadium
after the Deployment Ceremony before Sergeant Shisler leaves for
nine months.

See SOLDIERS, Page 3

See CITIES, Page 5
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

BANKRUPTCY!
Free Consultation

!!!!! Foreclosures
!!!!! Car Repos
!!!!! IRS

Under Federal Law you may qualify for debt relief

*$25*$25*$25*$25*$25 or less or less or less or less or less

YYYYYou Pick your paou Pick your paou Pick your paou Pick your paou Pick your payments!!!yments!!!yments!!!yments!!!yments!!!

Payment plans available atPayment plans available atPayment plans available atPayment plans available atPayment plans available at

Se Habla Espanol

Richard D. Kinkade - Attorney at Law
2121 W. Airport Frwy - Irving TX

972-256-4444We are a debt relief agency. Not certified by The Texas Board of Legal
Specialization. *Case will be filed on Completion of Payment Plan.

!!!!! Credit Collectors
!!!!! Lawsuits

Robbery: 07-25-08 at
12:07 a.m.  The sus-
pect jumped over the
front desk of a busi-
ness in the 4300 block

of W. S.H. 114. The suspect told
the clerk he had a gun and that he
would shoot her. After he emptied
the cash register, the suspect fled
on foot.  

Robbery: 07-25-08 at 10:39 a.m.  Irv-
ing Police responded to a call of a
suspicious circumstance (possible
robbery) at the Auto Zone in the
2100 block of W. Rochelle Rd. The
caller stated that he had entered the
business and saw what he thought
was an employee laying on the
floor. The caller had immediately
stepped out and contacted the po-
lice.

Responding officers determined
there were four employees and one
customer in the store who had been
forced to lie down on the floor dur-
ing the robbery and had been told
to remain there. The suspect was
described as a black male, approxi-
mately six feet tall, his face was cov-
ered and he displayed a handgun.

After the victims were safely re-
moved from the business. Each vic-
tim was briefly interviewed while
police maintained a secure perim-
eter of the building. None of the
victims could positively state that
the suspect had left, though they
were fairly certain he had gone.
Therefore a search of the store was
necessary before allowing the busi-
ness to be reoccupied. All units
cleared the scene shortly after 12:30
p.m.

The investigation is on-going and
police have no further details to re-
lease at this time. There were no
injuries reported from the robbery
and at no time was there a hostage
situation.

Major Accident/Class A Injuries:
07-26-08 at 4:36 p.m.  The driver of a

Irving Fire Department responded to 258 incidents.

The Fire incidents
 57 Miscellaneous Fire
        and Rescue Calls
   4 Structure Fires
   3 Special Operations
  6   Vehicle Fires

Medical calls
21 Major Accidents
66 Major Medical
15 Heart Attacks
44 Difficulty Breathing
28 Trauma Related
14 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary July 24 - 29, 2008

motorcycle lost control at a high
rate of speed while north bound on
Cheyenne near Esters Rd. The mo-
torcyclist, who was not wearing a
helmet, struck his head on a con-
crete curb. He was transported to
Parkland Memorial Hospital where
his last known condition was listed

as critical. Hit and Run was called
out. 

Aggravated Robbery: 07-27-08 at
1:59 p.m.  A male entered CiCi’s Pizza
in the 2300 block of N O’Connor
Rd. The suspect displayed a hand-
gun, demanded cash, received cash,
and fled on foot.

August 3 from 3-5 p.m.
Irving Heritage House
The special display of vintage wed-
ding gowns will be featured at the
Irving Heritage House from 3-5 p.m.

Among the gowns will be the
chance to see the 1903 wedding
gown ensemble of Agnes Sueppel
Schulze. A marble bust, given as a
wedding gift to Irving’s co-founder

J.O. Schulze and his bride Agnes
by Clarence Linz is also displayed.
Built in 1912 by C.P. Schulze, brother
of J.O. Schulze, the Heritage House
is a restored pioneer home. This
Texas State Historical Landmark is
located at 303 S. O’Connor. Admis-
sion is free. For information, visit
www.irvingheritage.com or call 972-
252-3838. Special group tours may
be requested on alternate dates.
 
August 4 from 7 p.m. to 9:45 p.m.
Baby Care Basics, Infant Home
Safety Class
Baylor Medical Center at Irving will
hold a class on baby care basics
and infant and home safety, from 7
p.m. to 9:45 p.m., at the Coppertree
Medical Building, Suite 2030, 1302
Lane St. in Irving. Information on

basic care of newborns such as
holding, diapering, bathing and
newborn characteristics will be pro-
vided. Also included is information
on how to create a safe home envi-
ronment for your child. The cost is
$25 per couple. Refreshments will
be provided. For more information,
call 972-579-8243. To register, call
1-800-4BAYLOR.

August 4
Meals on Wheels volunteers
The Visiting Nurse Association
needs Meals on Wheels volunteer
drivers who want to help the
homebound frail elderly, sick, and
disabled. Meals on Wheels volun-
teer training will take place from
10:30 a.m. until noon at the Visiting

Nurse Association’s new head-
quarters building, The Patrick and
Beatrice Haggerty Center, located
at 1440 W. Mockingbird Lane in
Dallas. There is no cost to attend.
For additional information, contact
214-689-2210 or
coxbe@vnatexas.org.

August 8 at 7:00 p.m.
Praise Rocks
“Praise Rocks” performance, which
will be performed by the students
that attended the FAME Music and
Fine Arts Camp, will be in the Wor-
ship Center at First United Meth-
odist Church at 211 W. Third at 7:00
p.m. The students trained in act-
ing, singing, playing chimes, and
producing backdrops at the Camp.
All of the community is invited.

The City of Irving received no-
tification of West Nile virus in a
sample of mosquitoes collected in
the 3500 block of World Cup Way.
City staff will begin spraying the
areas near where the mosquito pool
was collected to reduce the risk of
transmission of the virus to people.

This is the second sample of
mosquitoes to test positive for
West Nile virus this year. The first
sample was located in the 2800 block
of Pamela Drive.

West Nile virus is commonly
carried by wild birds, and the virus
can be spread to people through
the bite of an infected mosquito.
Residents are encouraged to take

sensible precautions to avoid mos-
quito bites.

Irving officials use active sur-
veillance for mosquito-borne ill-
nesses. Each week, trapped female
mosquitoes are shipped to the state
health department laboratory in
Austin to be tested for all known
mosquito-transmitted viruses. Irv-
ing city staff responds to resident
complaints, treats standing water
to kill juvenile mosquitoes, and
monitors the trapping results of
other Dallas County cities as their
test results are reported.

Residents experiencing signifi-
cant mosquito activity should re-
port this information to Irving’s
mosquito hot line at 972-721-3755.  

Second Second Second Second Second WWWWWest Nile virest Nile virest Nile virest Nile virest Nile virususususus
in mosquito confirmedin mosquito confirmedin mosquito confirmedin mosquito confirmedin mosquito confirmed
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Notice
Thomas E Diaz MD
is leaving MacArthur

Family Practice (3501
N. MacArthur, #410
Irving, TX 75062) on
Aug. 15, 2008. All
patient records will

remain at MacArthur
Family Practice.

Hours of operation:
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 11-6

Saturday 11-5
Sunday 12-5

Put a PPut a PPut a PPut a PPut a Paaaaaw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearttttt
and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!

The precious pets
at the DFW Hu-
mane Society
would like to
bring a lifetime of

Come adopt a new
family member today!

1611 W. Irving Blvd.
Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-3333

If you can’t adopt, please donate!

love and happiness into your home!!

Allison’s Clubhouse
“The BEST In Your Child’s Care”
3425 Finley, Irving, Texas 75062

We are currently accepting applications
for both full and part-time  positions!

Accepting Children Accepting Children Accepting Children Accepting Children Accepting Children Ages:Ages:Ages:Ages:Ages: 6 w 6 w 6 w 6 w 6 weeks threeks threeks threeks threeks thru 11 yu 11 yu 11 yu 11 yu 11 years of ageears of ageears of ageears of ageears of age

We have the

largest  infant

center

in Irving/Las

Colinas!

www.Allisonsclubhouse.com
Call us:  972 258-1800Owners: David and Becky StaleyOwners: David and Becky StaleyOwners: David and Becky StaleyOwners: David and Becky StaleyOwners: David and Becky Staley

DirectorDirectorDirectorDirectorDirector :::::     WWWWWendy Boozerendy Boozerendy Boozerendy Boozerendy Boozer

and the community stands behind
us. We are not alone. If we need
help, either the families or soldiers,
we know the community is there for
us,” Balvin said.

Irving Convention & Visitors
Bureau (ICVB) helped arrange the
location for the ceremony.

“Army representatives ap-
proached the Irving Convention &
Visitors Bureau (ICVB) looking for
a place to hold the Deployment Cer-
emony,” Councilwoman Rose
Cannaday said. “ICVB began
speaking with organizations in the
community. When ICVB represen-
tatives spoke with the management
of Texas Stadium, they offered Texas
Stadium as the site for the cer-
emony.

“This has been a wonderful
event for the families. Texas Sta-
dium is a great facility for them to
be able to gather, visit and walk
around the field and enjoy a little
piece of history before these sol-
diers go to make history.”

By James Roman
When asked, “What did you

do over the summer vacation?”
some Irving Boy Scouts have an
exciting answer. In mid July, sev-
eral Scouts from Northgate United
Methodist Church Boy Scout
Troop 175 spent a week in the
Florida Keys learning to scuba dive.

The Boy Scouts of America
maintains several high-adventure

Provided by Clyde and Beca
DeLoach

The McKinney Marshals
9&Under Baseball Team played in
the National Super Series Tourna-
ment in McKinney, July 19-25, and
came out on top as the champs. 

The Marshals team is coached
by Collins DeLoach, a 1990 gradu-
ate of Irving High School and a
1994 graduate of Baylor University.
In order to be the national champs,
the Marshals had to win three
games on Friday including two

Provided by Dina D. Holt
Miss Katie Sue-Ann Holt, age

12, has been chosen as
a State Finalist in the
National American
Miss Texas Pageant to
be held July 27 at the
Intercontinental Hotel
in Addison. The pag-
eant is held for girls
ages 10 through 12.

Miss Holt’s activities include

Local Scouts become scuba certified on trip
camps throughout the U.S., includ-
ing the Florida National High Ad-
venture Sea Base. Sea Base was
designed to offer unique aquatic
programs to boys involved in the
Scouting program while meeting
Boy Scout goals of developing
character, citizenship, and personal
fitness.

Sam Anderson, William
Canales and Benjamin Roman from

Troop 175 in Irving and Jacob Gor-
don from Troop 121 in Carrollton,
spent three months working on
swimming skills and studying a div-
ing handbook to prepare for their
adventure. Upon their arrival at Sea
Base, the Scouts and their adult
crew leaders, James Roman, Marlin
Anderson and Jason Gordon, re-
ceived several hours of classroom
instruction before progressing to

using scuba gear in a diving pool. 
After learning to use the scuba

equipment, the group advanced to
supervised ocean dives with their
instructors. Their trip culminated in
one “free” ocean dive, when the
Scouts were allowed to explore the
reef on their own. Through their
participation in the program, the
Scouts and their adult crew leaders
earned diving certifications from the
Professional Association of Dive
Instructors (PADI), a world re-
nowned scuba diving agency.

The Scouts also took some
time to sight-see while in Florida,
taking in the beautiful scenery from
the Overseas Highway and visit-
ing Key West, which is the south-
ernmost city in the continental
U.S. In true Boy Scout fashion, the
boys made time to perform service
while on their trip, helping clean and
maintain the grounds around the
camp.

For more information about the
Boy Scouts of America, go to
www.scouting.org.

Local family parLocal family parLocal family parLocal family parLocal family part of a winning teamt of a winning teamt of a winning teamt of a winning teamt of a winning team
back-to-back games against the
defending champs (and unde-
feated) Arkansas Seminoles team. 

It was a sweet victory for the
Marshals, who were on the other
end of things at the event last year.

“They beat us last year, so we
wanted to come back this year and
do what we needed to do and get it
done,” coach DeLoach said.

After holding off a pesky
Flower Mound Warrior team to ad-
vance to the last two teams, the
McKinney Marshals handed the

academic and extra-curricular activi-
ties at Lamar Middle School:  Cheer

Co-Captain, Kick-Start
Karate, and playing her
Viola. She was awarded
the Math Award and in-
ducted into the Na-
tional Junior Honor So-
ciety, as well as receiv-
ing the Sum Cum Laude
award with a 97.3

GPA. She also enjoys volleyball,

previously-unbeaten Arkansas
Seminoles their first loss with a dra-
matic 11-8 victory to force a final
game. The finale was all Marshals,
as they blew the game open early
and picked up a 16-5 run-rule vic-
tory to claim the 9U National Super
Series Championship on their home
turf at The Ballfields at Craig Ranch
in McKinney.

Read more about the 9U
McKinney Marshals at
www.marshalsbaseball.com.

The Glass Door Banquets
Catering by Chef Richard Co.

*New, Clean, & Elegant
*Audio, Plasmas, Wireless internet
*Quinceaneras
*Wedding Recptions
*Corporate Events
*Seminars
*Holiday Parties
*And Much More

10 to 240 guest
2 separate Rooms
of 1 Large Room

1735 N. Story rd. #172
English 972-986-9630
Spanish 972-704-8100

Student adStudent adStudent adStudent adStudent advances in beauty pageantvances in beauty pageantvances in beauty pageantvances in beauty pageantvances in beauty pageant
horseback riding, drama produc-
tions at Calvary Church and volun-
teering at the local YMCA as an
assistant cheer coach for the past
three seasons. Miss Holt will be
competing in the general pageant,
as well as in the following
categories: Acting and Casual
Wear Modeling.

Miss Holt’s sponsors include
SS Services, her parents: Steve and
Dina Holt, her brothers:  Austin,
Ryan and Collin Holt, her grandpar-
ents:  Mimi (Mittie Boaz), Grammy
and Pops (Sandra and Jerry Allen),
her Aunts:  Barbara Ray, Alicia
Arnold and Sarah Price, and
friends:  Jerry and Linda Angelilli,
Mike, David, Steve, Bruce and
Claude.

The winner of the pageant will
receive a cash award, the official
crown and banner, a bouquet of
roses, and air transportation to
compete in the national pageant at
Disneyland® in California. 

For more information, visit
www.namiss.com.

Continued from page 1

Soldiers honored bSoldiers honored bSoldiers honored bSoldiers honored bSoldiers honored by ceremony ceremony ceremony ceremony ceremonyyyyy

On a summertime adventure James Roman, Benjamin Roman, Marlin Anderson, Sam Anderson, Jason
Gordon, Jacob Gordon and William Canales attend the Florida National High Adventure Sea Base
Monument in the Florida Keys.
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Matt is a member of the North Texas
Film Critics Association (NTFCA)
and hosts the weekly syndicated
Indie Rock Radio Show Spin 180.
Plus with his wife Cindy they do a
weekly radio feature, The Mungles
on Movies. For additional reviews
and interview clips visit
www.mungleshow.com.

Opinions expressed in any
commentary are those of the writer,
and not necessarily those of The Irv-
ing Rambler, the publisher, editor,
or any staff member.

Mungles
on Movies

Margaret’s Corner

Margaret Lopez is an indepen-
dent writer for the Irving Rambler.
An Irving resident for more than 12
years, she and her husband have
been married for more than 40 years
and have four daughters and four
grandsons.

Opinions expressed in any
commentary are those of the writer,
and not necessarily those of The Irv-
ing Rambler, the publisher, editor,
or any staff member.

#MUMMY: TOMB OF THE
DRAGON EMPEROR    PG13

1:30    2:00    4:20    5:00    7:15
7:45    9:55    10:25

#SWING VOTE    PG13
11:45    2:25    5:05    7:50

10:30
#THE X-FILES: I WANT TO

BELIEVE    PG13
11:40    2:15    4:55    7:30

10:05
*STEP-BROTHERS    R

12:15    2:40    5:00    7:20
9:50

THE DARK KNIGHT    PG13
11:40    12:20    3:00    3:40
6:30    7:00    9:45    10:15

MAMA MIA    PG13

11:55    2:30    5:05    7:40
10:20

SPACE CHIMPS    G
11:50    1:55    4:00

HELLBOY 2: THE GOLDEN
ARMY    PG13

6:55    9:35
JOURNEY TO THE CENTER

OF THE EARTH    PG
12:05    2:20    4:45    7:05

9:30
HANCOCK    PG13

12:05    2:20    4:40    6:50
9:25

WALL - E    G
12:00    2:55    6:45    9:20

WANTED    R
1:35    4:05    7:10    9:50

Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater
Why wait in lines? PUCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

# NO PASSES* FULLY RESTRICTED

By Matt Mungle
Title: Brideshead Revisited
Rated: PG-13

Attention all you fans of  ro-
mantic dramas, you who have suf-
fered through endless weeks of
superhero’s, mindless comedies
and explosions of sight and sound
while longing for a period piece of
the heart; this is your moment and
you can finally purchase your
movie tickets with anticipated joy.
Brideshead Revisited combines
love, longing and British accents,
all in the era of WWII. Not bad huh?
Based on the novel by Evelyn
Waugh this film goes deeper than
the 1981 TV series of the same
name.

It is the story of Charles Ryder
(Matthew Goode) who builds a re-
lationship with the aristocratic Flyte
family. As a man of lower social and
economic existence, Ryder is eager
to fit into the world that they take
for granted and most times loathe.
He first meets Sebastian Flyte (Ben
Whishaw) in college and they be-
come kinsman on many levels. It is
only after meeting Sebastian’s sis-
ter Julia (Hayley Atwell) that com-

that Brideshead Castle is not the
beautiful estate he thinks. It is a
home that has been governed by
Lady Marchmain (Emma Thomp-
son), Sebastian and Julia’s mother,
a woman devout in her Catholic be-
liefs to the point she has driven her
family apart.

This film has a few things go-
ing for it. First, it is well written with
intriguing characters. There is noth-
ing thin or shallow to their exist-
ence, but rather they are woven
with complexity. This is not your
typical romantic liaison or dramatic
triangle. As you watch each one
evolve you see a new level of hurt
and bitterness. Of course you are
seeing this through the eyes of
Ryder and even with him you are
not sure what is bubbling just be-
low the surface. Here is a pro-
claimed atheist thrown into a fam-
ily of devout Catholics. Devout ei-
ther by choice or coercion. You are
not really sure what keeps pulling
him back to Brideshead or what he
truly is longing for from anyone.

The acting is stellar by all in-
volved. Thompson is smooth and
sophisticated in her portrayal of

lines about religion and faith that
get you thinking and she is con-
vincing in her convictions. Goode
and Whishaw create an intriguing
on-screen chemistry that teeters be-
tween platonic and sexual. It makes
for a unique triangle of love and
friendship once Julia is added to
the mix. 

This is a story much about re-
ligion and the good and bad it can
cause. It is by no means an anti-
faith piece. In contrast it is as de-
vout as the characters themselves.
It certainly shows the dark side of
religion gone unchecked, but does
so with a decent balance. We see
Ryder struggle with watching his
friends torment themselves in their
faith. Yet anyone with faith knows
the struggles it can cause. There is
a line that Lady Marchmain says
that I found to be very poignant. “I
have only wanted to keep them
safe. Yet all they do is hate me.”
Though speaking of her children it
was easy for me to imagine God
saying the same thing about His
creation.

Brideshead Revisited is rated
PG-13 for some sexual content. It
takes place in polite society in a time
of sophistication. This makes for a
very clean film in language and dis-
cussion. There is a lot of homo-
sexual tension in this film, but it is
done so with taste and beauty. It
creates a friction that moves the
characters in their emotions. There
is nothing boorish or lascivious
about it. The issue I had with this
film was the length. It is quite a few
ticks over two hours and it feels
every bit as long or longer. It moves
steady but slowly. Only diehard
fans of the genre will savor every
moment, and the rest will become
restless quickly. I give Brideshead
Revisited 3.5 out of 5. It is a mag-
nificently written and acted film and
one of the better in this genre to
come out in a while. But, it is de-
signed for a niche moviegoer and
not all will be as pleased.

Brideshead RevisitedBrideshead RevisitedBrideshead RevisitedBrideshead RevisitedBrideshead Revisited, and, and, and, and, and
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plications arise. He soon learns Lady Marchmain. She delivers

Hi Irving!
Howdy parents...
ready or not the
first day of
school is Aug.
25. We at The
Irving Rambler

wish all students and parents a suc-
cessful, wonderful and safe school
year.

I understand that we will all
have to adhere to the ban of the
incandescent bulbs by 2014. The
Compact Flow Fluorescent light
bulbs or CFL are not my choice.
However these energy saving light
bulbs are mandated by the US Con-
gress. The CFL bulbs contain mer-
cury, therefore, have to be disposed
of in a certain way. According to
the EPA rules, we are supposed to
take them to a local recycling cen-
ter. If you throw them out at home
you risk some danger, but if that is
all you can do, it is suggested that
you put them in two plastic bags
and put them in an outside trash
only.

If you drop one and break it,
you must take extra precautions.
This is very important. You must
have people and pets leave the room
and not let anyone walk through
the area. After you ventilate the
area for at least 15 minutes, then

proceed to scoop glass and pow-
der using stiff paper or cardboard
and place in a jar with a metal lid.
Use sticky tape to clean the remain-
ing small glass fragments. Wet pa-
per towels or wet ones should com-
plete the clean up. Never use a
broom or a vacuum cleaner.

The CFL bulbs are made in
China, not in the US, ‘’wake up Con-
gress’’. They are expensive and
using them may fade photographs
on the wall, cause interference to
radios, TV, wireless phones and re-
mote controls. We shall do the best
we can as we all know we definitely
need to save energy, I just wish
there were better ways. This is only
a small bit of information, please
read the labels on the box for the
rest of the warnings. Life used to
be so simple.
Attend Church Sunday
God Bless You

Provided by Sarah White
Physical therapists at Baylor

Medical Center at Irving now are
using electronic tennis, bowling
and golf games to get patients back
into the swing of things, thanks to
a donation made by Dallas-based
Care Quest Home Health.

“Our Care Quest friends gen-
erously donated a Nintendo Wii
console, two Wii Fit exercise games
and pads and two large flat-screen
televisions to help our therapy team
test a theory,” therapist Bert Smith
said. “We believe that pairing the
fun of playing the Wii games and
the combining the correct repetitive
motion that we encourage during
therapy will result in better results
for our patients. This equipment

patients recovering from illness and
injury to achieve maximum ability
and independence. That’s why we
were excited to provide the Wii and
the other accessories as tools for
this research. We hope that what is
learned in Irving will help physical
therapy efforts across the region.”

Care Quest Home Health offers
in-home nursing, wound care and
therapy services for adults and chil-
dren.

All contributions made to the
Irving Healthcare Foundation are
used locally to improve the health
of the people of Irving and sur-
rounding communities. More infor-
mation is available at
www.irvinghealthcare.org.

Read theRead theRead theRead theRead the
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Wii donation spurs Baylor Irving therapy research
donation is allowing us to put that
hypothesis to a test.”

The new use of electronic
games such as Dance Dance Revo-
lution and Playstation 2’s EyeToy
has been dubbed “exergaming.”
The renowned Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation recently
funded Health Games Research, a
national initiative to study the ex-
ercise benefits of such activities.
However, the focus on using games
as part of therapy to improve range
of motion, balance and strength is
a new concept.

“Our business focuses on help-
ing our clients enjoy life at home,”
Care Quest executive Ron Davis
said. “We love to partner with hos-
pitals like Baylor Irving that help

Under the watchful eye of his therapist, a Baylor Medical Center at
Irving patient plays a bowling game on a Wii.
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munity is interested in the property,
not just the city.”

There has been some specula-
tion that the City of Coppell will sell
bonds to purchase the property.

“The council has told us to
move forward with investigating the
whole issuance process. We have
not issued bonds. Issuing bonds
takes sixty to ninety days, so you
have to go through a lot of hoops
to get there. Even when we start
the issuing process if something
changes along the way, until we sell
those bonds, anything can hap-
pen,” Witt said.

“We are probably at the point
in the next two weeks where we
have to make a decision whether to
move forward with the bond issu-
ance process. Until we hit the ac-
tual sale of the bonds, we have no
commitment. A lot of people when
they read ‘intent to issue’ think it is
already done, but it really isn’t.

“The City of Coppell would like
to come to some resolution of the
property without a huge expendi-
ture of dollars. But we will do what
we have to do. We have not made
any final decision.

“I think Luminant is in a posi-
tion where they are willing to wait
to see if anything happens regard-
ing CISD, the City of Irving and the
City of Coppell. It is a business deal
for them. Luminant has been very
respectful of us and very open with
us, but eventually they will pull the
trigger. At some point, they will de-
cide what they are going to do.”

If the City of Coppell does pur-
chase the land, it may be used for
new city facilities.

“We need to build a pump sta-
tion and water storage tanks in the
south part of our town, so the loca-
tion would be good for that in terms
of our system, pressure, etc. We
have talked about a public safety
training facility possibly on some
of the ground. We might open
North Lake up for some recreation
things again,” he said.

“Once the plant shuts down,
that lake is a big question mark. That
lake is there for one purpose and
one purpose only, the power plant.
Once that plant goes away, that lake
doesn’t have to be there anymore.”

If a developer purchases the
property, future residents could
place a strain on both cities.

“We could see 20, 30, 40,000
residential units down there. I think
that is horrible for both Coppell and
Irving. That many units would
double the size of the Coppell
School District. Traffic will be a
huge problem. The facilities, parks
and libraries of Valley Ranch and
Coppell will be stressed out. Be-
cause those people will not feel like
a part of Dallas, they will be coming

to Irving and Coppell for their ba-
sic public needs.

“The North Lake land is close
in. It is going to be valuable. People
are going to want to live out there,
because it is close to job centers. It
is an attractive deal, and a smart
real estate move. Development does
not happen overnight. But over the
next 20 years it could happen,” Witt
said.

At this time, the City of Irving
has no plans to submit a bid for the
North Lake property.

“The City of Irving will not be
submitting a proposal,” Irving’s
Mayor Herbert Gears said. “We
have not been asked by the City of
Coppell to do anything like that.
They have their priorities and that
is something they are preparing to
do.

“We looked over carefully
what opportunities would be avail-
able for us to own the property. At
this time, the evaluation is not such
that it is something that is a benefit
to the citizens of Irving for us to

pay what might be $40,000,000 for
property that is not inside our city.”

Any large development on the
North Lake property is decades from
becoming a reality.

“Nothing can be developed of
a substantial nature on the prop-
erty without the help, blessing and
utilities services of the City of Irv-
ing. There have been no negotia-
tions with the City of Irving to pro-
vide that. All of this fight is very
preliminary to settle who is going
to own what property. We have
made our position clear. You are
never going to get cooperation from
the City of Irving if firstly it is not
blessed by the City of Coppell and
the Coppell ISD, and secondly by
the citizens of Valley Ranch,” Gears
said.

“We have not reached a point
yet to begin to evaluate or consider
that we would be of assistance in
any way. For us to do something
would require extensive evaluation
of our capabilities. What costs

would be associated with our wa-
ter system, for example. Providing
water to the property which is in
the city limits of Dallas requires us
to expand our water pipe system to
continue to serve our residents.
That is a tremendously expensive
undertaking. My guess is that no
developer is going to be willing to
cover costs like that.

“The fundamental concern that
Coppell and Coppell ISD have we
share. We support their effort
wholeheartedly. They are attempt-
ing to positively affect what gets
developed inside their school dis-
trict. What is developed will affect
their city and we share those con-
cerns. We support and continue to
assist them.

“Coppell’s desire is to really
have a good development. If that
means going as far as purchasing
the property themselves, that illus-
trates the level of their commitment
to having a good development.

“What you are seeing is

Billingsley’s effort to continue their
opportunity to potentially develop
their property with something. They
say now mostly commercial. So
their plans and visions, which are a
40 year project, continue to evolve

“I have told the Billingsleys on
more than one occasion that there
will be no project supported by the
City of Irving that includes the two
words ‘apartments’ and ‘thou-
sands’ in the same plans.”

“It is a strategic piece of prop-
erty. They have a great location for
a lot of commercial development,
and some single family and
townhouse development. The
property they are looking at now
includes the lake, which would be
an amenity. Though, they plan to
drain 40 percent of the lake to re-
claim the land for development.
There are all kinds of unanswered
questions about the property with
regards to the lake. Environmental
issues that typically surround
power plants and the property they
stand on,” he said.

Continued from page 1
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The Academy of Irving ISD
has approximately 250 senior high
school student interns ready to
work in area businesses for the up-
coming school year.

These students, who are 17-18
years of age, qualified for the Stu-
dent Internship Training Experience
(SITE) program. This unique intern-
ship program gives seniors the op-
portunity to apply the knowledge

Interns are available in the fol-
lowing areas: Medical/Dental, Tech-
nology, Hospitality & Tourism, Edu-
cation & Early Childhood, Legal &
Criminal Justice, Marketing, and
Visual Arts & Media Technology.

For more information, contact
Thelma Cantu, partnerships in edu-
cation coordinator, at 972-258-5324
or tcantu@irvingisd.net.

and skills learned during their three
years of education and training in
their career specialty area.

Students must meet the
program’s qualifications to partici-
pate. The qualifications include:

Completion of 300-plus hours
of specialized classroom training in
their career area

High employability skills grade
(timeliness, professionalism, meet-

ing goals, teamwork, and technol-
ogy ethics)
Proficient in use of technology.

Companies who integrate in-
terns into their business reap the
rewards of utilizing young talent
with fresh ideas and perspectives
in a cost-effective manner. Hiring
interns also gives staff members
within a company the opportunity
to mentor and supervise young

persons exploring their industry.
Businesses interested in plac-

ing one or more interns in their
workplace may interview and select
from a pool of candidates. Students
are available to work from Sep. 2 to
May 29. Internships can be paid or
non-paid, depending on the indus-
try standard. Interns can work 15-
20 hours each week, and schedules
can be set individually.

Student interns ready to work for local businesses
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Initial Exam Cleaning
& Necessary X-Rays

New Patients Only Without
Dental Insurance

New Patient SpecialNew Patient SpecialNew Patient SpecialNew Patient SpecialNew Patient Special

$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00
Byron L. Mitchell, DDS
Cosmetic & General Dentistry

972-717-1100

Mazda North American Opera-
tions (MNAO) recently showcased
its commitment to enhancing the
car-buying experience for custom-
ers with the grand opening of Free-
man Mazda, the newest “Retail

Revolution” dealership.
Freeman Mazda adopted the

company’s new retail philosophy
focused on delivering unique buy-
ing experiences for car shoppers
through technology, environment

and the Mazda Test Drive.
“We’re thrilled to be one of

Mazda’s Retail Revolution
dealerships, designed from the out-
set to deliver Mazda’s vision of the
future buying experience,” said
Jerry Freeman, Dealer Principal of
Freeman Mazda.

No example better illustrates
Mazda’s new concept than the
Mazda Test Drive. The experience
offers a custom test-drive route fea-
turing carefully and uniquely se-
lected routes, traffic patterns and
road conditions specific to each
dealership location.

“We all know that Mazda au-
tomobiles put the fun into driving,
and our new dealership and its
people will put the same fun into
the purchase,” said Larry Chase,
Sales Manager of Freeman Mazda.

Jim O’Sullivan, president and
CEO of MNAO, traveled to Irving
to participate in the grand opening.

“The Freeman organization has
been Mazda dealers for 37 years.

They have been doing a terrific job.
The Freemans are great people, and
they have a wonderful organization.
The Dallas/Ft. Worth market is one
of Mazda’s most important markets
in the United States. It is important
for me to be here, but more impor-
tantly I am glad I was invited to
come,” O’Sullivan said in an inter-
view following the ribbon cutting.

“Oil prices have not only had
an impact on the car industry, they
have had an impact on everything.
It certainly has impacted the car in-
dustry in terms of segmentation
shifts negatively affecting large
SUVs and full-sized trucks.

“But Mazda develops, engi-
neers, builds, and sells relatively
fuel-efficient vehicles not only
within the United States. We are
competing in markets around the
globe like Turkey where gas is
$12.50 a gallon. We have to con-
tend will all kinds of fuel prices be-
cause of things like taxation and
refinery capacity. Oil prices are

coming down, but I think it is going
to be a fairly sustained issue. Gas
prices are going to remain relatively
high, at least in my forecast for the
near-term and the long-term, be-
cause of global demand.

“The car and the independence
of the automobile is not going to
evaporate. The industry was at 17
million new units sold a couple of
years ago. Depending on who you
talk to, it is either going to be 14 or
15 million units this year. People
need to get around. But they are
probably not going to be doing as
much driving as they used to be-
cause of the price of fuel. People
are beginning to change their
lifestyles and behaviors a little bit.
I still think overall the industry
within the United State and specifi-
cally within Texas will still be there.
People need to get to school, to
church, to the grocery store, and to
go watch the Cowboys play,” he
said.

Freeman Mazda opens state-of-the-art facility

Provided by Dana Waisberg
Irving resident Thana

Simmons, 28, is one step closer to
fulfilling her dream of creating a
better tomorrow for the community.
Thana was named this week’s win-
ner of the Avon Hello Tomorrow
Fund, a weekly $5,000 cash award
program from Avon Products, Inc.
to support individuals in their work
to empower women.

She is the fifth Hello Tomor-
row Fund recipient from Texas.
Thana will use her award to sup-
port the launch of Destiny’s House,
a shelter that provides temporary
housing and counseling for home-

less or runaway pregnant teens in
the Dallas area.

Sources suggest Texas leads
the nation in the teen pregnancy
rate and the Dallas area ranks among
the top five in highest number of
runaway girls ages 12-18. Expect-
ant teenage mothers face many in-
herent challenges and, for those
who are homeless or runaways, the
lack of a residence or stability of-
ten proves detrimental to both
mother and child. Teenage mothers
in such situations often need guid-
ance on child-rearing and tools to
help them succeed and be empow-
ered. Having become a mother as a
teen herself, Thana attributes her
current success to the support she
received from her community.

Thana organized annual con-
ferences for women to empower
them on issues pertaining to health,
wholeness and literacy. She has
witnessed firsthand that many preg-
nant teens need to know they are
cared for. Based on her work, as well
as her own personal experience and
the Dallas area’s alarming teen birth

rate, Thana saw the need for a facil-
ity that could provide pregnant
young women with the same sup-
port she had received.

Thana determined to create
Destiny’s House to offer transi-
tional housing for teenage expect-
ant mothers for the duration of their
pregnancy. Thana’s vision is to pro-
vide job training, career counsel-
ing and complete skill assessments,
and instruction on health and sex
education. Its residents will also re-
ceive love and support, setting an
example so the same can be shown
to their babies. Thana will use the
Avon Hello Tomorrow Fund award
to cover the security deposit on the
eight-bedroom home she will de-
velop into Destiny’s House, as well
as the initial renovations to accom-
modate expectant mothers.

“Teenage pregnancy is a very
real issue in many communities,”
judge Cynthia Rowley said. “The
children need care and mothers
should see that they can still be
successful.”

Resident wins aResident wins aResident wins aResident wins aResident wins award to supporward to supporward to supporward to supporward to support temporart temporart temporart temporart temporaryyyyy
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Celebrating a new beginning, representatives of Mazda North American Operations and the Greater Irving
- Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce join the staff of Freeman Mazda for the ceremonial ribbon cutting.
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IRVING MEXICAN
RESTAURANTS RECOGNIZED

Twelve Irving Mexican restaurants were recognized
by Ambassador Enrique Hubbard, General Consul
of Mexico in Dallas, for their contribution to pre-
serving the richness of Mexican cuisine and for their
economic impact in the local community. The res-
taurants recognized included:  Rudy’s Mexican Res-
taurant at 3301 W. Rochelle, Cocina Economica La
Amistad at 504 N. O’Connor, La Joya at 6450 N.
MacArthur Blvd, Tio Carlos at 4070 N. Belt Line
Road, Via Real at 4020 N. MacArthur, 7 Salsas at
8140 N. MacArthur, Arturo’s at 1810 W. Irving Bou-
levard, Rancho Restaurant at 1210 E. Irving Boule-
vard, La Paloma at 422 W. Pioneer, Los Lupes at
2849 W. Airport Freeway, Danal’s at 508 N.
O’Connor Road, and Mi Cocina Las Colinas at 7750
N. MacArthur. Participating in the press conference
included Peggy Masters, Chairwoman of the Greater
Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce, Bob
Moon, Chairman of the Irving Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce and Mayor Herbert Gears.

CONVENTION CENTER AND
ENTERTAINMENT DISTRICT UNVEILED

In the fall of 2010, Irving will have its own conven-
tion center! The world-class facility with an iconic
design was unveiled to the Irving City Council on
July 23. The facility’s flexible design will allow it to
serve high-end exhibitions, conventions, meetings and
other events. The convention center will feature
50,000 sq ft of column-free exhibit space, a 20,000
sq ft ballroom and up to 20 meeting rooms. The build-
ings unique architecture allows Irving to create a new
niche in the market place. Components of phase II of
the project include 300,000 sq ft of entertainment
venue, a 3,500 seat concert venue, 215,000 sq ft of
restaurants, retail and cinema, and a privately devel-
oped hotel. A model of the Convention Center will
be on display in the lobby of City Hall for the next
several weeks. For additional information and to view
a rendering of the facility, go to www.irvingtexas.com/
Meetings/ConventionCenter/.

CARNIVAL STORES CHANGES OWNERS
Three Irving Carnival grocery stores were involved in the
37-store sale by Minyards to a group led by the Grocers
Supply Company and Fiesta Markets. It was reported
that most employees will be retained by the acquiring
company. The Minyard’s store in Irving was not in-
cluded in the sale.
 

MICHAELS NAMES CFO
Arts and crafts retailer Michaels Stores Inc., with head-
quarters in Irving, named Elaine Crowley executive vice
president-chief financial officer. Crowley most recently

ALLSTATE EXECUTIVE
TO LEAD JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT

Rich Crist, field vice president for Allstate’s office in
Irving, has been elected Chairman of the Junior Achieve-
ment of Dallas, Inc., Board of Directors.

worked at The Bombay Company as senior vice
president, chief financial officer and treasurer.

ICVB NAMES NEW STAFF MEMBERS
The Irving Convention and Visitors Bureau named
Eric Arthur to the position of convention services
and housing manager and Monty White to the posi-
tion of marketing manager. Arthur comes to the ICVB
from the Grand Ole Opry in Nashville and White
previously worked for Bluegreen Advertising.

NEW CHAMBER STAFF
Effective July 28, Vanessa Segovia and Nancy Brown
will be joining the Chamber staff. Vanessa will be
responsible for all events of the Chamber including
the Annual Meeting, State of the City, Awards Ban-
quet and ribbon cuttings. Vanessa comes to the Cham-
ber from the Advanced Orthopedic Institute in
McAllen where she was advertising director. Nancy
will be joining the Economic Development staff as
their executive administrative assistant. Nancy re-
tired from Verizon earlier this year.
 

MUSIC AND MAGIC ON MAIN STREET
A Heritage District festival is planned for Sep. 27,
3:00 – 8:00pm. Irving businesses who would like a
booth at the festival are encouraged to contact Don
Williams in the Chamber’s Heritage District office at
dwilliams@irvingchamber.com or 214-507-5091. The
festival will feature professional entertainers, a car
show, a kids area, food and arts and crafts. The festi-
val will be located on Main Street between Irving
Boulevard and 3rd Street
 

DALLAS 100
Are you a privately-owned, fast-growing company?
Now is the time to nominate your company for the
Dallas 100. The SMU Cox Caruth Institute is seek-
ing to identify the fastest growing, privately held
companies in the Dallas Metroplex. For more infor-
mation, contact the SMU Cox Caruth Institute for
Entrepreneurship at 214-768-9050, or
www.dallas100.com. Application deadline is Aug. 15.
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proach. First, they had several items
donated for a raffle to raise money
to purchase items for an employee
fundraiser benefiting Irving Cares.
At the fundraiser, they sold hot
dogs and hot links with all of the
fixings and homemade baked
goods. All of the money raised was
then used to purchase requested
food items for Irving Cares that are
not normally donated.”

Research shows in families
without adequate financial re-
sources, people typically go with-
out the basic human needs, such
as food. The food pantry program
allows Irving Cares to partner with
clients to help meet the nutritional
needs of families during a crisis. The
supplemental groceries AT&T
helped provide are vital.

“AT&T has been a loyal food
pantry supporter for many years,
but this year is especially meaning-
ful. With the increased costs of
food and gasoline, many people are
already stretched financially, mak-
ing them carefully consider every
extra expense they incur. Their con-
tinued support of this annual food
drive shows their commitment to
help their neighbors. We have a list
of items which we often have to
purchase at retail pricing. This year,
the AT&T food drive focused on
those items, saving us lots of time
as well as money,” said Teddie
Story, Irving Cares Executive Direc-
tor.

“Names change, but the em-
ployees at AT&T (formerly SBC/
Southwestern Bell) strive to con-
tinue our commitment we made to
Irving Cares when we moved to our
Irving location in 1999. Wanting to
put actions with our words and as
a demonstration of citizenship to
the community where we work, we
are dedicated to assisting Irving
Cares with fighting hunger,”

AT&T donated 3,943 pounds
of food to the Irving Cares Food
Pantry program. Additionally,
AT&T employees collected $900
and purchased more food items for
the pantry.

“We have so many new people
to our location here at Las Colinas
that we needed to increase aware-
ness of our annual “Christmas in
July” food drive,” Larry Seidemann
of AT&T said. “Managers Bonnie
Termini and Lizzie Butler, technician
Ben Stewart, administrative assis-
tant Janet Ledbetter, along with
many others had a two step ap-

Irving Cares receives food and funds from AT&T
Seidemann said. “With ongoing dedication,
AT&T employees have donated over 50,000
pounds of food since our annual food drive be-
gan. As each drive ends, we start looking for
ways to increase participation and the amount
that will be donated during the next year’s drive.”

If you or your group would like find out
more about donating to the Irving Cares food
pantry, visit www.irvingcares.org or call 972-721-
9181 x209.

Taking a break, AT&T’s Larry Seidemann rests for a
few minutes after delivering goods to Irving Cares.



Serving Irving  families
since 1963

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

FRANK W. ROUSSEAU, JR.
Frank W.
Rousseau, Jr.
passed away
July 26, 2008.

He was
born Feb. 20,
1923 in San
Angelo. He

graduated from Texas A&M in 1949
with a degree in marketing and was
a member of the 14th Squadron of
the Air Force serving with the Fly-
ing Tigers in WWII. He married
Mollye Joan Turnbow on Aug. 19,
1950 in Sweetwater and spent his
business life in the food industry
until his retirement in 1988. He was

a long time member of Plymouth
Park United Methodist Church in
Irving.

He is survived by sister Marie
Brock, his wife Joan, daughters Lisa
Freeman of Silverton, OR and Lana
Wyatt of Lewisville and 5 grand-
children.

Memorial services were held
July 30 at Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church in Irving. Inter-
ment will follow at a later date at
DFW National Cemetery. In lieu of
flowers the family requests memo-
rial contributions to be made to Ply-
mouth Park United Methodist
Church. Arrangements made by
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home.

ROBERT L.
“BOB” BUCHANAN

Robert L. “Bob”
Buchanan, of
Irving, passed
away July 22,
2008.

He was
born in
Fayet tev i l le ,

TN. He was a member of African
Methodist Episcopal Church and
enjoyed coin collecting and was in-
terested in cars and had a passion
for computers.

Preceded in death by father
Robert L. Buchanan, Sr. and brother
Paul Buchanan, survivors include
his wife Sharon R. Buchanan of Irv-
ing; mother Ethel R. Buchanan of
Marion, IL; brother Timothy
Buchanan of Jacksonville, IL; and
sisters Anita Allen-Csaszar of
Hampton, VA, and Genevia
Buchanan and Clarissa Allen, both
of Marion, IL.

He was in state July 26 at
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home.
The family will received friends.
Funeral services will be arranged
by Jackson Funeral Home in

Carbondale, IL. Memorial dona-
tions may be made to the American
Cancer Society.

ALBERT D. CRAWFORD
Albert D.
Crawford, age
77, a resident of
Irving for 46
years, died July
24, 2008 at an
Irving hospital.

B o r n
July 17, 1931 in Pearl River, LA to
Curtis Crawford, Sr. and Dora
Nunez Crawford, he was a U.S.
Navy veteran of the Korean War,
serving as a machinist mate third
class on the U.S.S. Boxer. On Sep.7,
1957, he married Bette Germ in
Pueblo, CO. Albert was a private
man who loved his family. Retiring
from Medco Construction as a su-
perintendent, he enjoyed fishing
and being around water. Good with
his hands, he also enjoyed
carpentry.Albert was a charter mem-
ber of Holy Family of Nazareth
Catholic Church in Irving and a
member of Sheet Metal Workers In-
ternational.

Preceded in death by his par-
ents; sister, Eva Mae Mondello; and
infant brother and sister, Max and
Maxine, he is survived by his wife
of 50 years, Bette; children, Dan
Crawford of Irving, Shawn Harris
and husband Larry of Austin, Lisa
Chittenden and husband John of
Grapevine and Susan Crawford of
Plano; sister, Dot Rapp of
Covington, LA; brother, Curtis
Crawford, Jr. of Slidell, LA; grand-
children, Beth Uszynski, Katherine
Harris, Michael Chittenden and
Cody Chittenden.

A visitation was held Sunday
with the Rosary said at Donnelly’s
Colonial Funeral Home Chapel.
Mass of Christian Burial was July
28 at Holy Family of Nazareth Catho-
lic Church with Rev. Msgr. Jerome
Duesman as presider. Interment was
Monday at Dallas-Fort Worth Na-
tional Cemetery, Lane B. In lieu of
flowers, memorial contributions
may be made to the American Heart
Association.

Chapel of Roses Funeral Home

1225 E. Irving Blvd. 75060
972-554-1031

Owned & Operated by the Chism &
Crouch Families

Directors:
Charlotte Chism Waldrum
Harrell Chism
Austin E. Raney

Offering:
Traditional Funeral Services
Cremation
Military Services

www.ChapelofRosesfh.com

ACCEPTING ALL Pre-Need Funerals
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In a dark blue, mid-sized sedan
with ambient temperatures between
72 and 96 degrees F, the average
temperature rise for 10 minutes was
19 degrees F, for 20 minutes was 29
degrees F, for 30 minutes was 34
degrees F, for 60 minutes was 43
degrees F. ‘Cracking’ the windows
had little effect on the temperature
increase, because it did not provide
enough ventilation to lower tem-
peratures inside the car.1

“Even when it is relatively cool
in the 70s the temperature in a car
can become unbearable in a short
period of time, because the sun
shining in the car heats the interior
of the car. If there is a black interior,
the temperature rises much more
than you would think it would rise.
Children can be burned just by
touching the dash board.

“We don’t ever want parents
to leave a child in a car at all for any
reason. A vehicle is a dangerous
environment even without the heat.
If you leave a child in a car alone,
someone can take that child.

“Don’t ever leave a vehicle
where a child can get into it. The
car should be locked. Kids see a
vehicle as something fun. It is as-
sociated with going places and do-
ing exciting things with mom and
dad. Kids want to get in there. Kids
always want to be the adult. They
want to get into the car and ‘drive.’
If the parents aren’t there and they
can get the door open, the kids will
go into the car. But they may not be
able to get out if the door shuts.
The parents might not know where
the kids are, and the kids might be
in the car.

“Anytime a child is missing, if
you have a swimming pool, first go
look in the pool. If you don’t have
a swimming pool, look in the car
first. Check both of those places,
because they are both very dan-
gerous. The third place to look is in
the refrigerator. For some reason,

kids find refrigerators fascinating,”
Assistant Chief Evitts said.

1. Null J. Hyperthermia fatali-
ties. Golden Gate Weather Services;
2008. Available at: http://
g g w e a t h e r . c o m / h e a t /
hyperthermia2003.htm.

Continued from page 1
A vehicle is a dangerous environment

Damaged by the heat, a child’s lock-shaped calculator warped when
accidentally left in a car.

Celebrate reading at Irving Public Library
Provided by Shannan Terrill

Summer Reading Club is in full
swing. All Irving libraries are host-
ing the Summer Reading Club.
 The first day children partici-
pating may receive their coupon
pack is July 20. Come in early for

your coupon pack, the dates on the
coupons are restricted. The
Ringling Bros. and Barnum &
Bailey free circus ticket voucher is
inside the coupon pack.
 Reading logs may still be re-
deemed for earlier incentives. The

full incentive list includes these
prizes:
10 days - Certificate and
Whataburger coupon
20 days - Temporary tattoo
30 days - Paperback book
40 days - Ruler

50 days - Coupon pack
60 days - Pencil
70 days - Notepad
80 days - Mini Playing cards
90 days - Mini Play-Doh and award
seal for reading log

All libraries will continue to

have programs through the end of
July. Upcoming programs include:

July 19 - Wildlife on the Move at
Central Library
July 21 - Let’s Play, Game Day Fun
at Southwest Branch
July 22 - Spellbinding Entertain-
ment, Magic with Bryan Lankford
at Northwest Branch
July 23 - Celebrate Magic with Helen
and Joe Drakeley at Valley Ranch
Branch
July 24 - Water Colors with Beatriz
Ahangarzadeh at East Branch
July 26 - Move It! Game Day at Cen-
tral Library

The Code Enforcement
Department continues to ini-
tiate the removal of abandoned
ground/pole signs from arterial
and major thoroughfares
throughout the city. Since Feb.
1, 47 abandoned signs have
been voluntarily removed.
Signs are considered aban-
doned when a property has not
been used for a minimum of six
months. 

Sign RemoSign RemoSign RemoSign RemoSign Removalvalvalvalval



We Provide The Personal Touch
David & Carla Davis,

Owners & Licenced Funeral Directors

972-259-7644129 S. O’Connor
Irving, TX 75060

Irving’s oldest funeral home
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Continuing
The Tradition

“The Right Choice
for Over 50 Years.”

BROWN’S MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Ben F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. Brown

Funeral Directors: Gary Westerman
Michael McVey

Jason Rand

Brown Family Owned and Operated.

972-254-4242
www.brownmem.com

Church & Chapel Services
Local, Out of Town Services & Burials

Memorials
Cremation

Memories Flowers

GILBERTO JOSE PEREZ
Gilberto Jose
Perez, of Irving,
passed away
July 23, 2008.

He was
born Feb. 4,
1928 in El
Ranchito, TX.

He was a member of St. Luke’s
Catholic Church and enjoyed fish-
ing.

Preceded in death by his par-
ents Guillermo and Rebecca Perez,
survivors include his wife Rosenda
H. Perez of Irving; sons Rey
Martinez and wife Ada Luz of Irv-
ing, and Lorenzo Martinez of
Florida, daughters Rebecca
Ahumada and husband Joe, and
Rosenda Peralez and husband of
Gilbert, all of Irving; brothers Felix
Perez of El Ranchito, and Juan Perez

of Bryan; sister Velma Middleton
of Laguna Vista; 12 grandchildren;
and 12 great grandchildren.

Mass of Christian Burial was
held July 28 at St. Luke’s Catholic
Church with Rev. Douglas
Deshotel serving as officiant. Inter-
ment followed at DFW National
Cemetery. Arrangements made by
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home.

JOE DENNIS HARRIS
Joe Dennis Harris, age 76, died July
27, 2008 at the VA Medical Center
in Dallas.

Born June 21, 1932 in Yarnaby,
OK to Dennis and Mary Bailey Har-
ris, he married Frances Bell on Oct.
19, 1963 in Durant, OK. Joe was a
member of the Baptist church.

Preceded in death by his wife
of 46 years, Frances, he is survived
by his son, Joe Harris, Jr. and two

grandchildren, Emerald Harris and
Sailor Harris, all of Alvin, TX. A
Graveside service was held July 30
at Dallas-Fort Worth National Cem-
etery, Lane A, with Rev. Bob Neely
officiating.  Friends were received
by the family Wednesday at the fu-
neral home.

Memorial contributions may
be made to Saint Jude Children’s
Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude
Place, Memphis, TN  38105. Ar-
rangements under the direction of
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home.

MS. N. FLORINE BOWERS
Ms. N. Florine Bowers, age 98,

passed away
peacefully on
July 28, 2008 at
the Citiview
Care Center in
Ft. Worth.

Florine
was born Nov.
23, 1909 in

Culleoka, TX to Adam and Susan
Andrews. She married the late Tho-
mas Bowers in 1926 and they had
three children, Mildred, Nadine, and
Thomas. Ms. Bowers lived most of
her life in Dallas County, but moved
to Tarrant County in 2001. She was
a tireless worker, a wonderful wife,
mother, grandmother, friend and
loved gardening, quilting, and trav-
eling.

Survived by her three children,
Mildred Keeton, Nadine Harris and
Thomas Bowers and his wife
Louise; seven grandchildren,
Randy Bowers and husband Philip
Miller, Jackie Keeton, Stanley
Keeton, Cheryl Hogston and hus-
band Jim, Thomas Bowers, Jr., Larry
Bowers, Sheri Karpinski; eleven
great grandchildren; numerous

nieces, nephews and friends.
Preceded in death by her hus-

band of 59 years Thomas L. Bow-
ers, two sisters, Edith Morrow and
Alta Nugent; brother, G. F. Andrews,
grandson, Ricky Watson.
Graveside service was Thursday at
Oak Grove Memorial Gardens in
Irving. Family received friends
Wednesday at the funeral home.

The City of Irving recently rec-
ognized two Irving residents with
the High Spirited Citizen award,
given to individuals who have ex-
hibited longtime dedication and
service to the community.

Bernard Manale, an Irving resi-
dent for 26 years, donated count-
less hours of service to numerous
organizations throughout the city.
During the past five tax seasons,
Manale facilitated the IRS Volun-
teer Income Tax Assistants (VITA)
Program, training and organizing
students in the Irving Independent
School District to help citizens pre-
pare their income tax returns. These
students complete weekend train-
ing and pass an IRS certification
exam in order to serve as VITA vol-
unteers.

In addition to making tax re-
turns easier for Irvingites, Manale
also helped make recycling easier.
As an active member of the Master
Composters of Irving, a volunteer
organization through the City’s
Solid Waste Services Department,
Manale worked events such as the
Cans for Fans aluminum drive, the
Clothing Round Up and the Trinity
Trash Bash. He also served on the

Keep Irving Beautiful Committee,
and for more than 20 years has been
a tutor for the Irving Public
Library’s Literacy Program and
serves on the Literacy Advisory
Committee.  In 2002, Manale was
named the Literacy Program’s Tu-
tor of the Year.

Another longtime Irving resi-
dent, LaDelle Blackburn, was also
honored with the High Spirited Citi-
zen distinction.

In 1987, the Irving Convention
and Visitors Bureau (CVB) brought
Blackburn on board to serve as the
bureau’s first customer service liai-
son. On her retirement last year,
Blackburn was one of 14 Irving CVB
customer service representatives.
Affectionately called the “Golden
Girls” since most are older and all
are women, they serve as on-site
concierges; their job is to meet, greet
and assist groups that hold their
meetings in Irving. As the first
“Golden Girl,” Blackburn served as
a customer service mentor and
trainer for more than two decades.

Irving CVB executive director
Maura Gast credits Blackburn for

numerous accolades the Bureau
received over the years.

“Our walls are lined with cus-
tomer service awards,” Gast said.
“Many of those awards can directly
be traced back to the two decades
of LaDelle’s customer service com-
mitment to our clients and her ef-
fort in mentoring others.”

Blackburn was also a found-
ing member of Plymouth Park Meth-
odist Church, and has been active
with the church since 1956. A mem-
ber of the Irving Health Care Auxil-
iary for 35 years, she volunteered
on a weekly basis at what is now
Baylor Medical Center, logging
nearly 6,000 volunteer hours. Now
a life member of the Auxiliary,
Blackburn served as the
organization’s president from 1974
to 1976.

The High Spirited Citizen pro-
gram was initiated in 1988 by the
Irving Convention and Visitors Bu-
reau. Its purpose is to encourage
the spirit of volunteerism. To date,
more than 400 of Irving’s “unsung”
heroes have been honored with the

Provided by Patrick C. Patey
When it’s extremely hot it’s the

poor and elderly who suffer the
most. Many don’t have air condi-
tioning, or if they do they can’t af-
ford to run it because it will make
their utility bills too high. To pro-
vide relief from the heat, The Salva-
tion Army has set up 15 Cooling
Stations across the Metroplex.
Each Cooling Station offers:

A cool place to stay during hot
daytime hours,

Ice-cold water to help people
stay hydrated,

Advertise in the
Irving Rambler
214-675-6493214-675-6493214-675-6493214-675-6493214-675-6493

The Salvation The Salvation The Salvation The Salvation The Salvation ArmArmArmArmArmyyyyy
opens Cooling Stationsopens Cooling Stationsopens Cooling Stationsopens Cooling Stationsopens Cooling Stations

Manale, Blackburn named High Spirited Citizens
award. To nominate an Irving resi-
dent for the award, contact Jane
Kilburn at 972-252-7476 or down-

load an application form at
www.irvingtexas.com/Media/
HighSpiritCitiz.

Survival tips for hot temperatures,
Free electric fans.

In the Irving area, the cooling
station is located at 250 East
Grauwyler Road. For more informa-
tion or directions, call 972-438-6553.

LaDelle Blackburn receives a cer-
tificate from Mayor Gears.
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ADVERTISING PRICES
First 15 words $7.00
Each additional word $0.20

Bold, Caps, border $7.00

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.  When
you place a classified advertisement in the Rambler, we publish it
online at no additional charge. The Irving Rambler does not accept
submission of an advertisement as a commitment to publish.  Pub-
lication of an advertisement does not create an obligation to con-
tinue publishing.  The Irving Rambler reserves the right to refuse to
publish any advertisement for any reason.  Ads promoting hate
groups, or including inappropriate material will not be published.
E-mail addresses will only be published if included in the copy of
your classified ad.

To purchase classified ads call 214-675-6493.

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES
FOR SALE-Hot Wheels Collection-
Treasure Hunts, Final Runs and
many other series 972-438-4522

SALES POSITION
Local territory, established accounts, People
person, detail oriented, responsible, cour-
teous, articulate, computer literate, MS Of-
fice, email and internet savvy opportunity
for growth, experience preferred, call to
214-675-6493 to discuss your opportinities

WRITER NEEDED
For special projects. People person, detail
oriented, responsible, courteous, articulate,
computer literate, MS Office, email and
internet savvy. Call to 214-675-6493.

Jon’s
Upholstery
Has  MOVED

call
972-255-0060

Miniture - Schnauzers
FOR SALE $400

3 females (white)
1 male (black)
214-507-4753

POSITION DESIRED
Retired Senior widow desires part
time work. Saturday and Sunday /
Days only Receptionist, welcome

greeter, store displays, etc.
Active, good health, neat and

dependable. Prefer Irving,
Coppell, Grand Prairie. Call

972.255.4004

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENTS

HOUSE FOR RENT
2/1 HVAC, and Gas.  Large living
and dining area, ceiling fans, bath-
room has built in vanity with two
sinks, wood floors/carpeting, Mas-
ter BR has large closet, good addi-
tional storage closets, covered pa-
tio breezeway on 1.5 acres, 2-car
garage.  Lots of windows and trees.
$1100.00 972.841.0318

LISTING PRICES

To purchase WORSHIP section listing call 214-675-9445.
From 6 months to one year $7.47Up to 6 months $8.30

The Irving Rambler provides a WORSHIP section to bring
people of similar beliefs together.  The Irving Rambler
does not accept submission of a listing as a commitment
to publish.  Publication of a listing does not create an
obligation to continue publishing.  The Irving Rambler
reserves the right to refuse to publish any listing for any

reason.  Any listing promoting hate groups, or including
inappropriate material will not be published.  E-mail
addresses will only be published if included in the copy of
your listing.
Listings may include your religious organization’s name,
address, telephone number, website url & meeting times.

WORSHIP
First United Methodist Church

211 W. Third St, Irving 75060
972.253.3531

www.fumcirving.org
Sundays 10:30am Sanctuary

6:30pm Chapel

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W Airport Frwy, Irving 75062
(North side of Hwy 183 between

MacArthur & Story)
972.255.4185

www.ppumc.org
Sundays 8:30, 9:15 & 11:00am

United Methodist

Pioneer Drive Baptist Church
4034 W. Pioneer Drive

Irving, Texas 75061
972.790.8828

www.pdbcirving.com
Sundays Traditional Worship

11:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study/Prayer Meeting
7:00 p.m.

Southern Baptist

First Christian Church
210 E. 6th Street, Irving 75060

972.579.0911
www.fccirving.org

Sundays
Bible Study for all ages - 9:30am
Traditional Worship - 10:45am

Disciples of Christ

Berean Memorial Church
1000 E. Sixth Street, Irving 75060

972.438.1440
www.bereanmemorialchurch.org
Sundays 10:45 a.m. 6:30 p.m.

Independent Bible
North Irving Church of Christ

727 Metker St. Irving, Texas 75062
972.252.9981

Sundays Bible Study - 9:00 a.m.
Worship - 10:00 a.m. 5:00 p.m.

Wednesdays Bible Study – 7:00 p.m.

Church of Christ

IRVING CHURCH - GIANT GARAGE SALE
(benefitting Missions) – Fri, Aug 8, 8a-8p; Sat, Aug 9, 8a-

3p; Plymouth Park United Methodist, 1615 W. Airport
Frwy, 75062. Furniture, household, kitchen, electronics,

toys, books, clothes for all ages & much more.

Everyone who joins the Arbor
Day Foundation during August will
receive 10 free white flowering dog-
wood trees.

through the planting of trees.
“The white flowering dog-

woods will add year-round beauty
to homes and neighborhoods,” said
John Rosenow, chief executive of
the Arbor Day Foundation. “Dog-
woods have showy spring flowers,
scarlet autumn foliage, and red ber-
ries that attract songbirds all win-
ter.”

The trees will be shipped post-
paid between Oct. 15 and Dec. 10,
at the right time for planting. The 6-
to-12-inch trees are guaranteed to

Arbor DaArbor DaArbor DaArbor DaArbor Day Fy Fy Fy Fy Foundation offers free dooundation offers free dooundation offers free dooundation offers free dooundation offers free dogwgwgwgwgwoodsoodsoodsoodsoods
grow or they will be replaced free
of charge. Planting instructions are
enclosed with each shipment of
trees.

Members of the Arbor Day
Foundation will also receive The
Tree Book, which includes informa-
tion about tree planting and care.

To receive the free trees, send
a $10 membership contribution to
Ten Dogwoods, Arbor Day Foun-
dation, 100 Arbor Ave., Nebraska
City, NE 68410, by Aug. 31, or join
online at www.arborday.org.

Lundquist were recently com-
mended by top officers of the com-
pany at Allstate’s Chairman’s Con-
ference.

Recognition by Chairman’s
Conference is a symbol of the dedi-
cation Nichols and Lundquist show
when assisting customers. Only five
percent of insurance agents and fi-
nancial specialists for Allstate na-

Allstate recoAllstate recoAllstate recoAllstate recoAllstate recognizes Irgnizes Irgnizes Irgnizes Irgnizes Irving top performersving top performersving top performersving top performersving top performers
Provided by Kristen Beaman

Allstate Exclusive Agent Lloyd
Nichols and Personal Financial Rep-
resentative Dana Lundquist have
been recognized by Allstate Insur-
ance Company for demonstrating
high standards in customer satis-
faction, customer retention and
profitability.

Because of this, Nichols and

tionwide reach this level of achieve-
ment.

Dana Lundquist’s office is lo-
cated at 3213 N. MacArthur Boule-
vard, Suite 203.

The Lloyd E. Nichols Insur-
ance Agency, Inc. is located at 2240
Market Place, Suite 180 in Irving. 
Nichols also has offices in Farmers
Branch, Euless and Coppell.

The free
trees are part of
the nonprofit
Foundation’s
Trees for
America cam-
paign, a pro-
gram dedicated
to environmen-
tal stewardship White dogwood tree
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Cypress Wa-
ters.  Three
years ago,
during city
elections, it
was hard not
to pick up the
mail without

some reference to this project on
a campaign flyer.  “I promise to
do everything to fight Cypress
Waters.”  “I pledge to keep thou-
sands of new apartments from
coming to Valley Ranch’s door-
step.” “We won’t let Irving’s
quality of life to be threatened
by Cypress Waters.”

Since then, little has been
said, written or done in Irving
about Cypress Waters, a devel-
opment that threatens to put
over 10,000 apartments adjacent
to Valley Ranch.  Three years
ago, the City Council was unani-
mous in its opposition to this
type of construction.  Now, the
question that has arisen among
some council members is “Why
should we care?”  It is a fair ques-
tion, and while it’s late in the
game to open that discussion,
let’s consider it for a moment.

Cypress Waters is located
to the west of Valley Ranch:
north of 635, between
MacArthur and Beltline Rd. on
property currently owned by
Luminant (formerly TXU), and
surrounds Northlake.  Land-
locked by Coppell and Irving,
this property was annexed into
Dallas over 50 years ago because
of laws governing electric com-
pany revenue collections and is
connected to Dallas by a two-

mile umbilical cord, only 10 feet
across in areas.  As a result, all rev-
enues from property taxes – which
help pay for streets, police, fire and
city services – are collected by Dal-
las, not Irving or Coppell.

In 2004, over 350 acres were
purchased and, in 2005, plans were
introduced and passed through
Dallas’ Zoning Board and City
Council to create a mixed use de-
velopment, including 10,500 new
apartments.  Both the City of
Coppell and the Coppell ISD filed
lawsuits against the developers cit-
ing numerous harms that would af-
flict their city as a direct result of
this project.

While the ISD’s condemnation
for 125 acres for new schools was
favored by the courts, the same de-
veloper purchased 86 additional
acres in 2006 and 215 more in 2007,
all adjacent to the original site.
Currently, this developer is in ne-
gotiations with Luminant to pur-
chase the rest of the 900 acres
around the lake, including the lake
itself.

Why should we care?  This
proposed North Lake apartment
complex is anticipated to add 10,500
apartment units and house 30,000
people on our city’s doorstep.  Resi-
dents from these apartments will
use Irving’s roads, recreation cen-
ters, schools, libraries, and other
services while not paying any prop-
erty taxes to the city to help pay for
them.  “They’d be miles from the
nearest Dallas police and fire sta-
tions. And, of course, Cypress
Waters would be smack in the
middle of Coppell ISD. That’s be-
tween 2,500 and 3,600 new students

in Coppell schools, already operat-
ing at close to full capacity with
about 10,000 students,” mused D
Magazine in a 2007 article titled
“Northlake:  The Trouble Starts
Here.”

The property’s biggest impact
will be on the schools, services, and
quality of life in Irving and Coppell.
To put the size of this development
and scope of its negative impacts
into perspective, it is double the
population of Addison in an area
one-eighth the size.  Cypress Wa-
ters might have a marginal (and

some would say arguable consid-
ering it would cost Dallas taxpay-
ers an estimated $87.6 million to
provide services to the area) eco-
nomic benefit to Dallas, but it will
be Irving and Coppell residents that
“experience,” and ultimately pay, all
the other related issues.

The intersections of 635/
Beltline and 635/MacArthur already
suffer from some of the worst traf-
fic in the Metroplex.  The popula-
tion in that area is about to double
because of this development.

Irving cannot afford to brush

off the critical impact of this
development, because the
North Lake project will drasti-
cally change all of Irving.  Re-
gardless of where you live in
the city, your tax dollars fund
all city services.  If there is a
strain in one area, all of Irving
pays for it.  We need to under-
stand that there is value in pre-
venting development that jeop-
ardizes the quality of life for our
residents.

Coppell’s citizens and
their Council understand the
threat this project poses, and
the city and school district
have spent millions in legal fees
fighting the development.  Its
residents have shown their full
and total support for this ac-
tion.  While Irving has publicly
voiced its support Coppell’s
position, we have done little
more, despite the pleas from
hundreds of its residents.

Coppell has offered to
partner with Irving to buy the
remaining land and work with
us to create a development that
would benefit the residents of
our two cities.  Opportunities
exist to work with other agen-
cies that could provide fund-
ing that have an interest in the
land and our cities.  With the
deadline fast approaching for
any bidding on the remaining
property, now is the time for
action.

Tell me what you think on
this and other issues.
Visit www.BethForIrving.com.

Beth Van Duyne
Irving City Council, Place 2

Cypress Waters:  Why We Should Care

The Irving Convention and
Visitors Bureau (ICVB) named Eric
Arthur as convention services and
housing manager and Monty White
as marketing manager, further
strengthening its core team of man-
agement professionals. 

“As our market continues to
grow, most notably with the upcom-
ing addition of a convention cen-
ter, so do our sales, services and
marketing efforts,” said Maura
Allen Gast, executive director of the
Irving CVB. “The addition of these
two skilled individuals to our staff
allows us to continuing our high
level of service, both externally and
internally.”  

Arthur boasts twelve years of
progressive hospitality industry ex-
perience, with time spent at Walt
Disney World Company and Uni-
versal Studios Florida. He served
as an outside sales representative
for Straight A Tours before joining
Gaylord Hotels and Entertainment,
where he spent the past seven
years in various roles at numerous
properties and venues.

Beginning his tenure with
Gaylord Hotels and Entertainment
as a desk agent at the Gaylord Palms
Resort in Kississmee, FL, Arthur
quickly rose to the rank of function
book manager, where he was re-
sponsible for the strategic place-
ment of events and the allocation
of required meeting specifications
for exhibits and events. He was
transferred to fill a similar position

at the then not-yet-open Gaylord
Texan Resort and Convention Cen-
ter in Grapevine, and served as a
member of the resort and conven-
tion center’s opening team. He was
eventually promoted to tour and
travel service manager and was re-
sponsible for the coordination and
servicing of all tour groups. 

Most recently, Arthur served
as a sales manager for the Grand
Ole Opry in Nashville, an operation
of Gaylord Entertainment.

“We needed someone to fill our
services and housing needs who
knew the industry and could hit the
ground running. Eric fit the bill,”
Gast said.  “His experience with
opening a hotel and convention
center, as well his knowledge in
housing operations, will be invalu-
able as we get closer to our own
convention center opening.” 

White comes to the Irving CVB
from Bluegreen Advertising, a divi-
sion of the publicly traded land and
resorts developer, Bluegreen Cor-
poration.

During the past five years at
Bluegreen, he served a variety of
marketing, copywriting and web-
development roles, and brings a
diverse set of skills to the
bureau. Prior to his time at
Bluegreen and his leap into the
marketing arena, White came from
a sales background and was a loan
officer for a mortgage broker. He
studied marketing at Texas Tech
University and communication de-

sign at the University of North
Texas.

“Monty’s prior experience
brings a range of new media skills
to the Irving CVB, and his experi-
ence in both marketing and sales
will be an important asset as our
organization continues to move for-

ward,” Gast said. “We’re excited
about what he brings to the table.”

As the newest member of the
CVB’s marketing and communica-
tions team, White will be working
directly on several key projects and
new initiatives that the bureau will
be implementing in the near future
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to increase Irving’s visibility as a
premier destination.


