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By Jess Paniszczyn
Featuring more than 120

speakers, the 11th Annual Trans-
portation Summit took place in the
Omni Mandalay Hotel this week. If
you can fly it, ride it, drive it, float
it, sail it, steer it, travel across it,
transport people on it or put fuel in

it, there was an expert available to
speak about it. Experts in topics
such as public-private partnerships,
streamlining intermodalism, trans-
portation infrastructure, high-
speed transport and transportation
funding were treated like rockstars.
The most popular and knowledge-

able of which seemed to have their
own sort of special-interest group-
ies.

Among those reaching rocker
heights was James Simpson, Ad-
ministrator of the Federal Transit
Administration and keynote
speaker for Wednesday’s lun-

cheon. Mr. Simpson spoke about
finding solutions to America’s fuel
and transportation problems now
and the increasing role public trans-
port will play in national mobility in
the future.

“Have you heard of Paul
Masson Wine? There used to be
commercials on T.V. that would say,
‘We will serve no wine until its time.’
In Washington, we operate under,
‘We will solve no problem until its

By Jess Paniszczyn
Over the past several months

apartment complexes, homes and
even pools have disappeared from
the Irving landscape as the City’s
Code Enforcement Department has
worked to eliminate properties that
for whatever reason cannot be
brought into code compliance.

“Basically we are trying to ad-
dress dilapidated conditions
whether they affect an accessory
structure, a residential structure, a
commercial building, apartment
complex, a fourplex or a hotel,”
Teresa Adrian, Director of Code
Enforcement, said.

“This fiscal year from Oct. 1
until now, we have demolished 16
single family homes, 24 single fam-
ily accessory structures and we
have 6 more that should be down
by next Oct. 1 that already have
demolition orders; 7 commercial
structures, 4 swimming pools, and
2 fourplexes 1 on Tudor Lane and 1
on Red Bird. Villa Martinique was
demolished, that had 150 units.

“We have nine fourplexes on
Tudor Lane that will be coming

down, which represents 36 units.
Those fourplexes are in a dilapi-
dated state, they have all sorts of
code violations. A lot of them lost
their certificates of occupancy, be-
cause the owners in several cases
just didn’t pay their water bills. The
water was turned off and there were
still tenants living there. The ten-
ants weren’t paying their rent, so
the owner instead of making the
tenants move and getting tenants
in there who would pay their rent,
the easier way was to not pay the
water, so the water was turned off,
which forces people to move. The
problem is when the water is termi-
nated, it causes the certificate of
occupancy to be revoked, because
the owner is supposed to provide
essential utilities. The same thing
happened on Red Bird.

“The City purchased the prop-
erties on Tudor Lane. They are ob-
viously not going into the property
management business, so those
structures will be demolished.

“On 183, the American Best

time.’ Ladies and gentlemen, it is
really time,” Mr. Simpson said dur-
ing his speech.

“We get myopic if we don’t
leave the country. When I first got
to the FTA, we had a budget to
travel overseas. I would say, ‘I’ve
been overseas. I really shouldn’t
travel, because it is a waste of the
taxpayers’ dollars.’ I have to tell you,
it is not a waste of money. The best

By Jess Paniszczyn
More than a few west Irving

residents concerned about the pro-
posed aquatics center attended the
Irving Parks and Recreation Board
meeting Monday night.

During the meeting, Casey
Tate, Director of the City’s Con-
struction and Building Services,

presented an alternative site for the
aquatics center for the board mem-
bers’ consideration. The new pro-
posal suggests expanding West
Park and building the aquatic cen-
ter to the north of the existing park.

“The West Irving Aquatic Cen-
ter is going to be located on an ap-
proximately eight acre site to the
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north of West Park adjacent to Dry
Branch Creek,” Mr. Tate said in an
interview. “The City also has five
acres to the north of the eight acres
where the old mobile home park
used to be. So the eight acre and
five acre sites will be added to-
gether to increase the West Park
by approximately 13 acres.

“The location will provide us a
good opportunity to be adjacent to
West Park. It will be in proximity to
where most of the residents of the
area wanted it to be.”

Through additional construc-
tion phases, more amenities could
be added to West Park.

“Eventually we are looking at
having a trail go up and down Dry
Branch Creek similar to what is on
Delaware Creek. Right now we
would just tie the trail from the rec-
reation center down, cross over
Conflans and feed into the aquatic
center. Eventually, it will go north
up Dry Branch toward 183, and we
hope in the future to send it south
to Campion Trails,” he said.

“In the interim, the trail would
go over Conflans as an at-grade
crossing. We will work with traffic
and transportation to make sure we

Provided by Jordan Gibennus
With the start of the new school

year quickly approaching, many
parents are beginning to feel the
pressures only back-to-school
shopping expenses can bring. Ac-
cording to a recent study by the
Marketing to Moms Coalition,
back-to-school spending per
household will average $484 in
2008, up from $449 last year, with
specific increases in the clothing,
electronics and school supply
prices.

With many family budgets al-
ready stretched due to rising food
and gas prices, approaching back-
to-school spending with a solid

plan makes more “cents” than ever.
Start by taking a thorough inven-
tory of what you already have (and
what can be reused from last year)
and then develop a budget for what
you still need. Then, list each item
in order of importance, starting with
the necessities. After ranking your
supplies by priority, trim the non-
necessities and luxuries from the
bottom of the list in order to stay
within your budget. Don’t forget
often-overlooked expenses such as
yearbooks, extra-curricular activi-
ties and uniforms, science projects
and immunizations.

Back to school shoppingBack to school shoppingBack to school shoppingBack to school shoppingBack to school shopping
without breaking the bankwithout breaking the bankwithout breaking the bankwithout breaking the bankwithout breaking the bank

Getting the rockstar treatment, U.S. Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison receives a standing ovation after
serving at the keynote speaker for the Transportation Summit’s Thurs. luncheon. In her speech, Senator
Hutchison stated that America should use its available natural resources to break its dependency on
foreign oil.

See AMERICA’S, Page 3

See EXPANDING, Page 5

See CITY, Page 6

See SHOP, Page 11
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Protest: 08-06-08 at
12:22 p.m.  The Bank
of the West is fore-
closing on the prop-
erty at 3941 Carver,

which is the headquarters of United
Housing Program. Deborah
Kroupa, chairman of the United
Housing Program, feels the bank’s
actions are inappropriate. She
brought 11 protestors to the bank’s
location in the 2100 block of W. Air-
port Frwy. Everything was peace-
ful.

Major Accident: 08-08-08 at 7:26
p.m.  The victim was riding his mo-
torcycle southbound on Loop 12
at a high rate of speed when he lost
control and crashed. He was not
wearing a helmet. He was trans-
ported to Parkland by IFD. His in-
juries are life threatening. Accident
Investigators responded to the
scene.

Aggravated Robbery: 08-10-08 at
12:30 a.m.  A Black male suspect
approached the victim in the park-
ing lot of the Eagle Crest Apart-
ments. The suspect pointed a pis-
tol at the victim’s head demanding
money and the victim’s car keys.
The suspect fled on foot toward the
7-Eleven store at Esters and
Northgate with the victim’s
wallet. The suspect was not lo-
cated.

Burglary of Habitation Arrest: 08-
11-08 at 12:37 p.m.  The witness
observed a suspect leaving the wit-
nesses’ residence in the 500 block
of Irby Ln. in possession of some
of his property. The witness called
police and by a description given
by the witness, officers recognized
the suspect to be a homeless per-
son who had recently been field in-
terviewed by officers. The investi-

gating officers used the informa-
tion and located the suspect in a
building in the 200 block of Irby
Ln. The suspect was arrested and
property recovered.

Burglary of Vehicle: 08-11-08 at
10:19 a.m.  An officer was dis-
patched to the Hidden Village
Apartments to investigate the bur-
glary of two vehicles. After taking
the report, the officer located a sus-
pect vehicle and stopped it for a
traffic violation. The officer was
able to arrest both occupants for
traffic violations and warrants. The
officer also identified them as the
suspects in the burglary. Some of
the property was recovered from
the suspects’ vehicle. Both were
also charged with Burglary of Ve-
hicle.

Aggravated Robbery: 08-13-08 at
7:04 p.m.  The reporting party is an
employee of Monica’s Hallmark
Shops in Plymouth Park Shopping
Center. She stated that another em-
ployee exited the locked back door
to go to a store nearby. Several min-
utes later, the buzzer to the back
door rang several times. The report-

Irving Fire Department responded to 252 incidents.
The Fire incidents

 63 Miscellaneous Fire
        and Rescue Calls
   5 Structure Fires
   0 Special Operations
  1   Vehicle Fires

Medical calls
21 Major Accidents
74 Major Medical
14 Heart Attacks
24 Difficulty Breathing
30 Trauma Related
20 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary Aug 7 - 13, 2008

ing party could not see anyone
through the peephole. She opened
the back door and the suspect, wear-
ing a bandana, pushed her to the
floor and displayed a silver hand-
gun. The suspect forced her to
open the safe and the cash regis-
ter. The suspect left out of the back
door. There were no injuries.

 The complainant parked her car at the Valero gas station at
MacArthur and Rock Island and went inside to buy an item. She
returned to her vehicle and got inside. Once she had closed the
door the suspect, who had been hiding in her back seat, put a
black handled butcher knife to her stomach and told her to drive
to the nearest ATM. The complainant drove north on MacArthur
to the ATM in the parking lot of Big Lots (950 W. 183) and at-
tempted to pull money out. The complainant did not have the
$200 the suspect wanted in her account, so it did not work the first
time. The suspect pushed the knife up to her right side and told
her to do it again. She did and the machine asked if she wanted an
overdraft. The suspect instructed her to push ‘yes’ and she re-
ceived the $200 from the machine and put the money on the front
passenger seat. The suspect took the money and then put the
knife to her throat instructing her to go back south on
MacArthur. She pulled over and parked in front of the PAL build-
ing. The suspect took her driver’s license and told her he would
“mail it back to her.” He then told her to go to the bank in the
morning and she would get her money back. The suspect then
got out of the car and ran southbound behind the PAL building.

Aggravated Robbery: 08-07-08 at 12:30 a.m.Aggravated Robbery: 08-07-08 at 12:30 a.m.Aggravated Robbery: 08-07-08 at 12:30 a.m.Aggravated Robbery: 08-07-08 at 12:30 a.m.Aggravated Robbery: 08-07-08 at 12:30 a.m. Federal, state and local trans-
portation officials rallied at Texas
Southern University Thursday to
call attention to the growing prob-
lem of drunk driving across the
state. The Texas Department of
Transportation (TxDOT) and the
National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) joined
Mothers Against Drunk Driving,
local law enforcement and other
community leaders to weigh alter-
natives for combating drunk driv-
ing, which is on the rise.

Texas continues to lead the
nation in drunk driving traffic fa-
talities. During 2006, 1,354 motor-
ists in Texas died in alcohol-im-
paired crashes where the driver had
a blood or breath alcohol concen-
tration of .08 or higher—up 34
deaths from the previous year. De-

spite improvements during 2006, an
average of 17 motorists per month
died in alcohol-related traffic
crashes in Harris County.

The meeting precedes the na-
tional drunk driving crackdown
planned for the two weeks leading
up to this year’s Labor Day holi-
day.

TxDOT officials announced
that thousands of state troopers
and local law enforcement will be
stepping up enforcement of the
state’s DWI laws between Aug. 15
and Sep. 1. Last year, 3,979 drunk
drivers were arrested during the
two-week crackdown, up more than
700 arrests from the prior year. Pre-
liminary data indicates 168 people
died in alcohol-related traffic
crashes in Texas during August and
September last year.

“Our Drink. Drive. Go to Jail.
campaign reminds motorists that if
they drink and drive this Labor
Day holiday, they will be arrested.
Our goal is simple: to prevent alco-
hol-related crashes, which saves
lives and prevents injuries,” said
Carlos Lopez, TxDOT’s director of
traffic operations. “Stay out of
trouble and don’t get behind the
wheel if you’ve been drinking.”

Convicted first-time DWI of-
fenders can pay a fine of up to
$2,000, lose their driver’s license for
as long as a year, and serve 180 days
in jail.

Safety officials say other costs
associated with a drunk driving ar-
rest and conviction can add up to
more than $10,000 for bail, legal fees,
court appearances, court-ordered
classes and vehicle insurance in-
creases and other expenses.

DrDrDrDrDrunk driving is on the rise in Tunk driving is on the rise in Tunk driving is on the rise in Tunk driving is on the rise in Tunk driving is on the rise in Teeeeexasxasxasxasxas
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thing we can do is see what is go-
ing on in the rest of the world.

“The rest of the world has al-
ready evolved on $8.50 a gallon
gasoline. We in this country are liv-
ing in an economy of $4.00 a gal-
lon, and it just doesn’t work. Think
about this, our fuel tax that funds
our highways, transit and service
programs on the federal level is
about 18 and a half cents a gallon.
You could double or triple it and we
are still at 50 to 60 cents, depend-
ing on the state, to do all we need
to do in this country with infrastruc-
ture.

“In Europe, the tax is $4.50 a
gallon. Those people have already
weaned themselves off of fuel. If
you go to Europe and you want to
rent the biggest BMW or
Mercedes, it is the smallest BMW
or Mercedes you can get here, and
it gets twice the fuel mileage.

“So for the same amount of
miles, they are no different than we
are, except instead of transferring
$800 million to $1 billion offshore
to buy oil every year from some
hostile countries that don’t like us,
those countries are keeping that
money to fund their infrastructure.

“We have a crisis on our hands.
Increasing the fuel tax, even if we
wanted to, if we thought it was good
policy, no one has the stomach for
it.”

Countries around the world
have focused on creating transpor-
tation infrastructures designed to
serve them today and in the future.

“I was in Athens, Greece in
1970. Being in Athens  in 1970 was
like being in Athens in 1940. I was
in Athens in 1990, guess what, it
was like being in Athens in 1940. In
2001 before the Olympics, it looked
like a war zone. Everything was
under construction. Being in Ath-
ens, Greece in 2008, was like being
in Athens in 2050. They have the
most advanced infrastructure in the
world. You get on a high speed train
at the brand new airport and it
whisks you downtown. They have
a highway system that is un-
clogged. This is Athens, Greece
doing it.

“I spent six months of my time
with the Secretary of Transporta-
tion and Mayor Bloomberg in New
York trying to give New York almost
a half a billion dollars to put into
congestion pricing to reduce that
hidden tax of congestion. It was
killed because of one politician. It
would have generated $3 million a
year for public transit. Not to men-
tion the environmental benefits that
would have been associated with
it, and the additional bus capacity

that was needed. But in this coun-
try we figured it was politically more
expedient just to kill it so somebody
could get re-elected,” Mr. Simpson
said

“In London, they did it. Now
they have a public infrastructure
project that dwarfs anything we are
doing in this country. They are
building a commuter rail line that
comes into the west side of Lon-
don and a commuter rail project on
the east side of London, and they
are going to put them together. It is
$32 billion. The federal government
is paying for half of it, because there
is a federal role in transportation.
They realize that no city can do it
alone. A lot of it is being funding
by the congestion initiative.”

Mr. Simpson compared creat-
ing public transportation infrastruc-
tures in separated phases a few
miles at a time to trying to play with
a train using only starter sets.

“Because we don’t have the
funding, there is no connectivity.
There is no national plan. It is just
not working,” he said.

“Like I said before, ‘We will
solve no problem until its time.’
Now is the time to decide how we
want to address the consequences
of the sweeping challenges con-
fronting the United States. It is not
a crisis. This is an abnormal situa-
tion that could easily become a cri-
sis. A crisis is if we have no fuel. At
least we have fuel. Think about the
new realities if we don’t have fuel.
These challenges strike at the very
core of who we are as a nation and
what we are all about.

“Most of us did not predict five
years ago that our domestic airline,
auto and other industries would
face extremely serious challenges
to their core business models in
2008 triggering massive lay-offs
and cutbacks sending ripple effects
throughout the economy at this
quick spike in oil. I don’t believe in
the long-term if you look at history,
it is going to be abated. This is a
sample of what we will have in the
future.

“We did not expect that a na-
tion of drivers would suddenly flock
to public transit in record numbers.
We have more people riding public
transit now, than since World War
II. We had a 3.7 percent drop in ve-
hicle miles traveled in one year,
which is billions of miles driven less.
Fuel prices have not come down as
a result of this, because of all the
global demand. It is truly a mode
shift. It is truly a paradigm shift. We
really need a new way of thinking.

“Access to transportation and
choice is vital to the economic wel-
fare of millions of Americans and
the economy as a whole. Mobility

offers citizens the freedom to go out
and earn a decent living for their
families and the freedom to make
choices where to live, how to live
and where to work. Mobility also
means freedom from chronic con-
gestion, freedom from hours of
wasted time sitting in traffic, in air-
ports or on runways. Taking us
away from our families and costing
companies literally millions of dol-
lars in lost time and fuel. Mobility
is the currency of transportation
and we are in danger of devaluing
this currency.

“Our multimodal transporta-
tion infrastructure is one of the most
critical assets today and in the fu-
ture. We have every reason in the
world to want to protect it, invest
in it, upgrade it and pass it on to
our children and grandchildren and
leave it in better shape than when
we found it,” Mr. Simpson said.

Continued from page 1

America’s transportation
infrastructure needs to evolve

For the first time in 17 years,
the Dallas Cowboys will host an
open practice at Texas Stadium on
Aug. 20 at 7:00 p.m. The event offi-
cially kicks off the team’s season-
long “Farewell” to Texas Stadium
commemoration.

Sponsored by Miller Brewing,
the evening practice will be free and
open to the public and is sched-
uled to feature live-entertainment,
performances by the Dallas Cow-
boys Cheerleaders, live in-stadium

interviews with players and
coaches, promotional give-aways
and much more. The practice will
be formatted as a regular team work-
out session, lasting approximately
two hours and will include the cam-
era crews of the Hard Knocks tele-
vision series that is focusing on the
2008 Cowboys training camp.  

Prior to practice, a special au-
tograph session with former Dallas
Cowboys players representing all
decades of Dallas Cowboys history

and current Dallas Cowboys Cheer-
leaders from 5:30 – 6:15 p.m. will take
place for select fans. Practice will
begin at 7:00 p.m. and conclude at
9:00 p.m.

Texas Stadium gates are sched-
uled to open at 4:30 p.m.

The 2008 season marks the last
year the team will play at Texas Sta-
dium. In 2009, the Cowboys will
begin play in the team’s new sta-
dium in Arlington.

CoCoCoCoCowbowbowbowbowboys open practice for fansys open practice for fansys open practice for fansys open practice for fansys open practice for fans
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Matt is a member of the North Texas
Film Critics Association (NTFCA)
and hosts the weekly syndicated
Indie Rock Radio Show Spin 180.
Plus with his wife Cindy they do a
weekly radio feature, The Mungles
on Movies. For additional reviews
and interview clips visit
www.mungleshow.com.

Opinions expressed in any
commentary are those of the writer,
and not necessarily those of The Irv-
ing Rambler, the publisher, editor,
or any staff member.

Mungles
on Movies

*STAR WARS: THE CLONE
WARS    PG

12:30    2:55    5:20    7:45
10:10

#MIRRORS    R
1:25    4:05    7:10    9:50

HELLRIDE    R
12:35    2:45    5:05    7:20

9:25
*TROPIC THUNDER    PG13

1:30    2:15    4:25    4:55    7:00
7:30    9:35    10:05

*SISTERHOOD OF THE
TRAVELING PANTS 2    PG13

12:45    4:00    7:05    9:50

*PINEAPPLE EXPRESS    R
1:00    4:10    7:35    10:15
MUMMY: TOMB OF THE

DRAGON EMPEROR    PG13
1:35    4:15    6:55    9:40

SWING VOTE    PG13
1:40    4:30    7:15    10:00

STEP-BROTHERS    R
12:35    3:25    6:50    9:45

THE DARK KNIGHT    PG13
12:20    1:20    3:40    5:10

7:25    9:00
MAMA MIA    PG13

12:55    3:35    6:45    9:20

Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater
Why wait in lines? PUCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

# NO PASSES* FULLY RESTRICTED

By Matt Mungle
Title: Tropic Thunder
Rated: R

Tropic Thunder is crude,
campy, over the top absurdity. But
never before have I laughed so hard
at absolute stupidity. This film will
offend pretty much everyone at
some point, but you will be so busy
cracking up that just won’t care. I
am not sure who to blame for the
foulness and who to applaud for
making it so dang humorous. First
time writer Justin Theroux joins
writer/director/actor Ben Stiller to
pen something that only full time
actors could dream up. Maybe that
is the beauty of the comedy; hav-
ing actors make fun of themselves.

The story is nothing inge-
nious. It is a movie within a movie

as five pampered actors are taken
into the deepest part of the Viet-
nam jungle to shoot a war film.
When they get tangled up with
drug smugglers, they think it is all
part of the plot and do not realize
they are in great danger. Once they
figure out their predicament, they
must step outside their celebrity
and pull together. 

The genius of the film is the
acting by each individual star. Ben
Stiller, Jack Black, Robert Downey
Jr., Jay Baruchel, and Brandon T.
Jackson each deliver perfect come-
dic performances. I liken it to sea-
soned musicians who come to-
gether to create amazing music.
Granted the humor will not be to
everyone’s taste but these pros
make their characters sing. You can
scoff at the content but you can’t
deny the brilliance of the delivery.

Though Ben Stiller is the star
of the film, Robert Downey Jr. steals
every moment as an Australian
Academy Award winning actor who
goes through a cosmetic procedure
in order to play a black man.
Downey is phenomenal, and I am
sure the real Oscars are never given
out to actors in a film of this nature,
but I would love to see it happen.
At times I would have to focus in-
tently just to convince myself it was
RDJ. The transformation is that
spot on. Jack Black too is surpris-
ing in the way he changes his char-
acter within the movie. They are all
in theory playing characters who
are playing characters. This had to
be hard, but they each make it seem
effortless and the comedy never
suffers. Plus, there is a must see
performance in this film by a cer-
tain, surprise actor that will have
you in tears.

Another thing that elevated
this above the normal mindless com-
edy is the effort Stiller and crew
made in their approach to the writ-
ing and directing. There would be
scenes that were totally predictable.
You knew exactly what would hap-
pen and could second guess the

funny element before it occurred.
And what you expected happened.
But they never failed to add some-
thing that you didn’t expect that
took the scene to new heights of
humor. They did not settle for the
norm or sell out. They knew what
we expected, and so they threw us
a curve ball for good measure. Giv-
ing a totally predictable scene
added surprise.

Tropic Thunder is rated R for
pervasive language including
sexual references, violent content
and drug material. This baby is at
most times rude and raunchy. They
take the language and conversa-
tions of normal Vietnam movies and
escalate it. Five guys in the jungle
talk a certain way. So if you are not
comfortable with the F word and
the discussion of sexual preference
and persuasions in the content of
comedy, then you are going to be
uncomfortable throughout. Granted
I hate gratuitous elements of any
type, but I felt like they were mak-
ing fun of the rudeness and not tak-
ing it serious. For some reason this
made it more acceptable. But, re-
gardless, be aware it is there and in
full force. You have been warned. I
was in the screening with 60 year
old women who were laughing at
things that I thought would put
them in shock. But I feel like they
caught the rhythm of the film and
just went with it. Which you totally
have to do. If you can’t, this is not
the film for you. I give Tropic Thun-
der 4 out of 5 panda’s. It made me
laugh harder than any film in a long
time.

Never before hasNever before hasNever before hasNever before hasNever before has
stupidity been so funnstupidity been so funnstupidity been so funnstupidity been so funnstupidity been so funnyyyyy
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BANKRUPTCY!
Free Consultation

!!!!! Foreclosures
!!!!! Car Repos
!!!!! IRS

Under Federal Law you may qualify for debt relief

*$25*$25*$25*$25*$25 or less or less or less or less or less

YYYYYou Pick your paou Pick your paou Pick your paou Pick your paou Pick your payments!!!yments!!!yments!!!yments!!!yments!!!
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Se Habla Espanol

Richard D. Kinkade - Attorney at Law
2121 W. Airport Frwy - Irving TX

972-256-4444We are a debt relief agency. Not certified by The Texas Board of Legal
Specialization. *Case will be filed on Completion of Payment Plan.

!!!!! Credit Collectors
!!!!! Lawsuits
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Fun - Fast - Fitness
972-252-3939

2700 N. O’Connor Ste 128
Corner of Rochelle & O’Connor

www.woworkout.com

Join us for

With NEW Extended HoursWith NEW Extended HoursWith NEW Extended HoursWith NEW Extended HoursWith NEW Extended Hours
M, W, & F 6am to 2pm
T & TH 8am to noon
Saturday 10am to 2pm
M, W, & F 5pm to 8pm
T & TH 4pm to 7pm

Margaret Lopez is an indepen-
dent writer for the Irving Rambler.
An Irving resident for more than 12
years, she and her husband have
been married for more than 40 years
and have four daughters and four
grandsons.

Opinions expressed in any
commentary are those of the writer,
and not necessarily those of The Irv-
ing Rambler, the publisher, editor,
or any staff member.

Margaret’s Corner
Hi Irving!
Have you started
planning your
National Night
Out block party?
Well, it’s not too
early to start. We

do have more time to plan this year
as the date was changed from Au-
gust to Oct. 7 in order to avoid the
high temperatures. Contact your
Neighborhood Association or
check out www.nationalnightout
.org for more information and a kit.
Also, don’t forget to register with
the Police Department. Our safety
is their priority.
 I wanted to let everyone know
about the North Texas Home Edu-
cators’ Network 2008 Conference
that is going to be held in Plano on
Aug. 22 - 23. It will include various
speakers, book sales, and other
educational exhibitions. The teen
portion of the conference will have
guest speaker Dr. Virginia
Armstrong, a professor from Hardin
Simmons University, and founder
of the Blackstone Institute in
Abilene. She is inspiring students
as well as adults with her programs
about our Constitution and will be
focusing on teaching attendees
how to defend our faith and free-
doms. 

For more information on Dr.
Armstrong and the other accom-

plished speakers, visit www.nthen
.org or call 214 495 0600. You can
also visit www. BlackstoneInstitute
.org or call 325 673 3020. I under-
stand that this is a tremendous edu-
cational tool. Even though the vast
majority of children attend public
or private school, I think this con-
ference will be interesting for those
parents that supplement their
child’s education at home. After
all, Mom and Dad are every child’s
first teacher, right? 

As you shop for school
clothes and supplies (tax free week-
end is coming soon) make it an en-
joyable, fun and happy time. Don’t
forget to take a backpack of good-
ies like snacks, a book, etc. for little
ones that will have to endure those
long lines. While you’re waiting...
engage in a game of “I SPY” or
some other cute game. It will surely
make the time pass more quickly. 
Attend Church Sunday.
God Bless You

get it signed and marked as a cross
walk. In the future, I don’t know
when, we would look to create a
sub-grade crossing there.

“We hope to tie in the trail we
have right now south to the Jackie
Townsell Bear Creek Heritage Cen-
ter and tie that in with West Park.
So we will have a west Irving civic
destination.

“Once the site is purchased,
we will be ready to start the design
on the pool. The very northern five
acres of the site is open and flat. It
would be a good spot to put in some
practice soccer fields for west Irv-
ing kids.

“As time goes on in the next
phase, we should be able to do
some additional improvements.

Maybe light the trail. Maybe put in
another picnic pavilion in West
Park.

“Where the pool is now, we
would like to take that out. We have
an old basketball court there. Even-
tually, we would like to replace those
with two, lighted, basketball courts.
We are looking at putting in a cover
or roof structure to provide shade
during the day.

“Right now the work is focused
on the aquatic center. All the rest
would be future improvements
through subsequent phases.”

After listening to Mr. Tate’s
presentation and comments made
by residents at the board’s meet-
ing, the Irving Parks and Recreation
Board voted to approve the staff’s

recommendation for consideration
by the City Council.

“On Sep. 4, the land acquisi-
tion for the aquatic center site is
going to the City Council. Currently,
we have the land under contract,
and we are ready to purchase it. The
funds for the purchase will come
out of the Park Land Acquisition
bond funds, so it is already in the
account. Shortly after the fourth,

we will begin public meetings to
gather information from residents
as to what should be in the aquatic
center. The center will have a cus-
tom design based on what the resi-
dents want and what we can afford
to put out there.

“The Park Board meeting
Monday night was generally posi-
tive. Making West Park bigger and
placing the aquatic center in the
West Park area seemed to meet
everyone’s needs. I think it is a win,
win situation,” Mr. Tate said.

Continued from page 1

Expanding West Park a win, win situation

Lillybeth Garza, senior at The
Academy of Irving ISD, has been
chosen to be honored for accom-
plishments and aspirations in com-
puting and technology.

Garza will join 27 young women
from across the United States to be
honored Aug. 2 at the 2008 Stars of
the Future Technology Showcase
and Awards Ceremony in Charlotte,
NC. The recognition is sponsored
in cooperation between Bank of
America and the National Center for
Women & Information Technology
(NCWIT).

The NCWIT Award for Aspi-
rations in Computing recognizes
young high school women for their
computing-related achievements
and interests. The award was cre-
ated to acknowledge young
women’s goals of entering the field
of technology, as well as introduc-
ing them to leadership opportuni-
ties in the field and generating vis-
ibility for women’s participation in
computing-related pursuits.

Award winners were selected
from metro-area high schools in
Atlanta, Boston, Charlotte, Chi-
cago, Dallas and New York City.
Garza joins four other young
women from the Dallas area in trav-
eling to Charlotte to receive the
award. Winners will receive $500, a
laptop computer, an engraved
award for the student and her
school, inclusion in a video high-
lighting the student’s accomplish-
ments, and the opportunity to ap-
ply for a three-year internship with
Bank of America following the
student’s freshman year of college.

Student
honored
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Suites is in the process of coming
down. It used to be called The
Atrium years ago. That is also con-
sidered multifamily. Hotels and mo-
tels are part of the multifamily
stock.”

However, the City is not the
only entity demolishing properties.

“The O’Connor Place Apart-
ments have already been demol-
ished. Imperial Courtyard Apart-

ments are going through asbestos
abatement right now in preparation
to be demolished. Both of those
demolitions are Delbert McDougal
demolitions, not City demolitions.

“Across the street, the Airport
Inn and the Knights Inn are com-
ing down as TxDOT demolitions.
They were ordered to be demol-
ished. If TxDOT had not purchased
those properties, we would have
gone through with the demolition
order,” she said.

Continued from page 1
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Provided by Jennifer (Hall) Wilson
The 8th Annual Art Connec-

tion Members’ Show and the
Children’s Transportation Art Ex-
hibition awards presentation was
held Sunday at the Irving Arts Cen-
ter. Awards and cash prizes were
presented to several local artists
and students for both exhibitions.

“The Members’ Show is one of
our most popular exhibitions of the

year,” said Richard Huff, executive
director of the Irving Arts Center.
“Our membership program draws
artists young and old, professional
and non-professional, from across
the Metroplex, and the show exem-
plifies their many unique talents.
We were also pleased with the ex-
cellent response to our first-ever
Transportation Art Contest. We
hope the contest will become as

popular a tradition as our Members’
Show.”

The Art Connection Members’
Show features art work in a variety
of media from adult and student
members of the Arts Center’s
member’s-only program for the vi-
sual arts, Art Connection. This year,
more than 135 works were submit-
ted. Libby Clawson, executive di-
rector of the Grand Prairie Arts
Council, served as the awards
judge. The exhibition will be on dis-
play in the Main Gallery through
Sep. 7.

Awards were presented for
Best of Show and 1st – 3rd place for
three categories: Professional, Non-
Professional and Youth/Student.
Dilan Walpola of Plano won Best
of Show and $300 for his painting,
Simple Treasures.

The Children’s Transportation
Art Exhibition celebrates the 11th

Annual Transportation Summit
held in Irving. Local students were
challenged to create an original
work of art using the theme, “Trans-
portation in Texas: Today and To-
morrow.” More than 300 pieces
were submitted by Irving students,
and 34 were selected for the show.
A full list of winners follows.
ART CONNECTION MEMBERS’
SHOW – AWARDS LIST
Best of Show ($300)
Dilan Walpola of Plano for Simple Trea-
sures, 2007, acrylic
Professional ($150 - $250) – Artists
who make part or all of their living
through the sale of their art work
1st Place – Bob Nunn of Dallas for Sce-
nic Overlook: Eminent Domain, 2008,
Oil on Canvas, 43”x43”
2nd Place – Kapil Dixit of McKinney
for Soul Mate, 2007, Clay
3rd Place – Patricia Bailey of Dallas for
Carpe Diem, 2008, Pastel, 18”x24”
Honorable Mention – Amy Ehrlich of
Bedford for Go Figure, 2008, Paper
Sculpture, 36”x12”x15”
Honorable Mention – Ernie Benton of
Justin for No Strings Attached, 2008,
Acrylic, 36”x24”
Honorable Mention – Helen Comeau-
Neller of Rockwall for Nautilus, 2008,
Glass and Inclusions, 11”x9”
Honorable Mention – Carol Cook of
Dallas for A Night at the Melrose Ho-
tel, 2007, Foam and Papier-mâché,
27”x29”x10”
Non-Professional ($100-$200) –
Ages 18 years and older
1st Place – Li-Yu Chen of Denton for
Trapped, 2008, Oil on Canvas, 3D
2nd Place – Jene Gravley of Irving for
Herbs in Villa Window, 2007, Oil on
Canvas, 14” x 18”
3rd Place – Don R. Cooper of Dallas for
Colorado, 2008, Acrylic, 20”x24”
Honorable Mention – Pavlina Panova
of Irving for Broken Heart, 2008,
Pressed Leaves on Board, 18”x24”
Honorable Mention – David Tate of
Irving for Contemplation, 2008, Pho-
tography, 18”x24”
Youth/Student ($50-$150) – Ages 17
years and younger
1st place – Kelsey Kemp of Irving for
The Dancer, 2008, Acrylic and Water-
color, 24.5”x21”
2nd Place – Sagar Ramesh of Coppell
for Saxophone Man, 2008, Acrylic,
16”x20”
3rd Place – Miranda Hunter of Irving
for Full Circle, 2008, Photography,
14”x18”

Honorable Mention – Kelsey Kemp
of Irving for The Awesome Me, 2008,
Oil Stick, 24.5”x21”
Honorable Mention – Megan
McKenyon of Irving for Backyard
Wonders 2, 2008, Photograph, 13”x11”
Honorable Mention – Anuruddha
Jayasinghe of Coppell for Man in the
Middle, 2007, Acrylic, 10”x14”
CHILDREN’S TRANSPORTATION
ART EXHIBITION – AWARDS
LIST
Age Category 6-9 Years
1st Place ($100) – Elida Cadena, TJ
Lee Elementary, for Transportation
2nd Place ($75) – Amara Bugayong
Jones, Thomas Haley Elementary, for
Untitled
3rd Place ($50) – Clara Limberg,
Brandenburg Elementary, for The Bik-
ers
Honorable Mention – Hala Akhtar, TJ
Lee Elementary, for Untitled
Honorable Mention – Rachel Ibihwiori,
Thomas Haley Elementary, for Untitled
Honorable Mention – Raneem
Mahmood, TJ Lee Elementary, for
Untitled
Honorable Mention – Sabrina Lopez,
Britain Elementary, for Untitled
Honorable Mention – Ebony Wesley,
TJ Lee Elementary, for Untitled
Honorable Mention – Kyle Rice, TJ
Lee Elementary, for Untitled
Honorable Mention – Omer Mohamed,
TJ Lee Elementary, for Transportation
Honorable Mention – Allen Torres,
Britain Elementary, for The Station
Place
Honorable Mention – Hanna
Cummings, TJ Lee Elementary, for
Untitled
Honorable Mention – Ali Faily, TJ Lee
Elementary, for Untitled
Honorable Mention – Jasmine Yeakey,
TJ Lee Elementary, for How to Ride a
Scooter
Age Category 10-13 Years
1st Place ($100) – Tristan Walker, Bar-
bara Bush Middle School, for Take a
Train to Happy Town
2nd Place ($75) – Alex Hamilton,
Townley Elementary, for Untitled
3rd Place ($50) – Rupal Sanghavi, Bar-
bara Bush Middle School, for Modern
Day Vehicle
Honorable Mention – Laxmi Ayushi
Chintakyala, Pinkerton Elementary, for
Transportation in Texas: Today and
Tomorrow
Honorable Mention – Joel Martinez,
Good Elementary, for Untitled
Honorable Mention – Carly Oliver,
Barbara Bush Middle School, for Un-
titled
Honorable Mention – Olga Kryguina,
Barbara Bush Middle School, for Un-
titled
Honorable Mention – Julien Sanders,
Good Elementary, for Untitled

Honorable Mention – You Kyeon
Choi, Barbara Bush Middle School, for
Transportation in the Future
Honorable Mention – Lilan Nguyen,
Barbara Bush Middle School, for
Untitled
Age Category 14-17 Years
1st Place ($100) – Chris Black,
Stonegate Christian Academy, for
Through the State
2nd Place ($75) – Thomas Knipp,
MacArthur High School, for Modern
Hunting
3rd Place ($50) – Jared Wright, The
Academy of Irving ISD, for Untitled
Honorable Mention – Karen Shahan,
The Academy of Irving ISD, for Un-
titled
Honorable Mention – Jaquelin
Arevalos, The Academy of Irving ISD,
for Untitled
Honorable Mention – Alvin George,
Barbara Bush Middle School, for
Transportation
Honorable Mention – Wlla Elbosiry,
The Academy of Irving ISD, for Lone
Star Moon Shuttle
Honorable Mention – Junior Esquivel,
The Academy of Irving ISD, for Go
Green
Honorable Mention – Toni Diaz, The
Academy of Irving ISD, for Untitled
Honorable Mention – Justin King, The
Academy of Irving ISD, for Cool

Local arLocal arLocal arLocal arLocal artists placetists placetists placetists placetists place,,,,, win during ar win during ar win during ar win during ar win during art shot shot shot shot show and ew and ew and ew and ew and exhibitionxhibitionxhibitionxhibitionxhibition

The City of Irving is helping to
relocate families to a safer location
following an evacuation order by
the Irving Fire Department. Assis-
tant Fire Chief Mike Evitts classi-
fied the 116-unit Vista del Lago
apartment complex in the 500 block
of W. Sixth St. as a “dangerous
building” according to the Interna-
tional Fire Code.

Prior to reaching this decision,
Evitts inspected the property and
reviewed photographs taken by
building inspectors that reflected

hazardous electrical wiring and bro-
ken ceiling joints, as well as other
code violations. 

“If a fire ignited in a building
with these conditions, fire would
spread rapidly, quickly endanger-
ing tenants and fire rescue person-
nel attempting to extinguish the
fire,” Evitts said.

Warning placards were posted
Friday morning notifying residents
of the relocation, and the city is as-
sisting them with alternate hous-
ing.

Residents of Residents of Residents of Residents of Residents of VistaVistaVistaVistaVista
Del Lago to relocateDel Lago to relocateDel Lago to relocateDel Lago to relocateDel Lago to relocate During the reception, young artists are recognized as winners in the

Youth/Student category of the Art Connection Members’ Show.
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To see a list of all of our investors or to share in the benefits enjoyed by these entities,
please call us at 214.217.8484 or visit ww.irvingchamber.com.

North Lake College
Oncor Electric Delivery

Reliant Energy
WaveTwo LLC

Commercial Real EstateCommercial Real EstateCommercial Real EstateCommercial Real EstateCommercial Real Estate
I n v e s t o rI n v e s t o rI n v e s t o rI n v e s t o rI n v e s t o r

Archon Group
Coldwell Banker

Crow Holdings / Apollo Real Estate
Granite Properties

Koll Development Company
PS Business Parks

Staffelbach Design Associates
The Staubach Company

The Woodmont Company
Triple L Management Corporation

Microsoft
NEC Corporation of America

RIM

President’s InvestorPresident’s InvestorPresident’s InvestorPresident’s InvestorPresident’s Investor
AboveNet

Allstate Insurance
Atmos Energy

Avistas
Carrington Laboratories

Citi
Comerica Bank

DeVry University
EF Johnson Technologies, Inc.

Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP
IBM

Las Colinas Country Club

Strategic InvestorStrategic InvestorStrategic InvestorStrategic InvestorStrategic Investor
City of Irving

Irving Convention & Visitors Bureau
Las Colinas Marketing Alliance

TIAA Realty, Inc. / Cousins
US-Mexico Chamber of Commerce

Chairman’s InvestorChairman’s InvestorChairman’s InvestorChairman’s InvestorChairman’s Investor
Aviall, Inc.
ExxonMobil

Flowserve Corporation

The Irving Economic Development Partnership would like to thank
the following entities for their continued support and investment in our program:

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT INVESTORS

TOYS R US AND BABIES R US
COMING TO IRVING

Toys R Us and Babies R Us have signed a lease for
55,824 sq ft of retail space in the former Albertson’s
store at 7330 N. MacArthur Blvd. The new stores
are anticipated to open in prior to the 2008 holiday
season.

SAMUEL SON & CO
EXPANDS WAREHOUSE

Samuel Son & Co, a steel distribution company with
operations in Irving, leased an additional 14,195 sq ft
at the Union Bower Business Park. The space will
be used for a regional storage and warehouse space. 

EVEREST HEIGHTS BREAKS GROUND
Everest Heights, a new 218,000 sq ft South Asian
mall has broken ground. The $35 million mall will
include retail stores, restaurants, a six movie theater,
a performance hall, and bowling alley with antici-
pated 200+ employment. The mall, located east of
MacArthur along I-635, is expected to open in late
2009. 

GEORGE-McKENNA
WINS 2008 SUMMIT AWARD

George-McKenna Electrical Contractors, Inc. of Irv-
ing was selected as the 2008 Summit Award winner
by Quoin, the Dallas Chapter of the American Gen-
eral Contractors of America for the company’s work
on the Baylor Diagnostic Imaging Center in Dallas,
at the corner of Washington Avenue and Junius
Street. The project required coordination with eight
subcontractors, unique and challenging installation
techniques and time pressures for job completion
before the arrival of specialized equipment. 

MOTION INDUSTRIES TO IRVING
Motion Industries, a distributor of bearings, hoses,
material handling and linear motion products, and
electrical (motors, drives), mechanical (belts, clutches,
chains), and fluid (pneumatic, hydraulic) power trans-
mission replacement parts throughout North

TCEQ SEEKING HISTORICALLY
UNDERUTILIZED BUSINESSES

The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
(TCEQ) is seeking Historically Underutilized Businesses
(HUB) for goods and services. Opportunities include
office equipment, safety equipment, lab equipment, com-
puter equipment & peripherals, computer programming
and software, printing & mailing, professional engineer-
ing, environmental drilling and remediation, water filtra-
tion services, promotional items, recognition awards, tech-
nical training and test of air, water, and gas.  Information
about becoming certified as HUB, go to
www.window.state.tx.us/procurement/prog/hub/.  For
more information contact Carol Gomez at 512-239-1273
or cgomez@tceq.state.tx.us. 

ZALE’S EXECUTIVE CHANGE
Zale Corporation announced several executive
changes. Theo Killion was named president (previous
position was executive vice president).  Steve Larkin,
who has been Zale’s on-line chief, was named executive
vice president, chief marketing and e-commerce officer.
Mary Kwan and Alexandra Patton Sweeney were named

America, leased 15,975 sq ft warehouse in the Union
Bower Business Park.

IRVING A MAJOR EMPLOYMENT CENTER
In recent analysis by the North Central Texas Council of
Governments, Irving is the third largest employment cen-
ter in the Metroplex with an estimated 272,000
positions. The only cities with a larger employment base
are Dallas and Fort Worth.

OMNI HOTELS NAMES CMO
Tom Santora has been named Chief Marketing Officer
and Senior Vice President of Omni Hotels. 

executive vice president-chief marketing officer and
vice president-divisional merchandising officer, re-
spectively.

“DROP THE DATA”
PROGRAM TO IRVING

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce, Visa Inc., and the
Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber are presenting a
nationwide program, “Drop The Data”, to help small
business owners reduce the risks of retaining
cardholder data and provide an easy-to-understand
plan of action for businesses. The program will help
you protect your business and your customers’
information. The program will be Aug. 19, 11:30 am
– 2:00 pm at Byron’s in the Four Seasons Resort and
Club. Reserve your seat by contacting Michael
Burlison at 214-217-8481 or
mburlison@irvingchamber.com.

SAVE THE DATE: 
TEIR TO HOST NORTH TEXAS SUMMIT

Texas Employers for Immigration Reform (TEIR)
will host a North Texas Summit, Aug.25, at the Las
Colinas Marriott, 223 W. Las Colinas
Boulevard. More information will be available soon. 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST
CELEBRATES 100 YEARS

A special celebration is being planned by the First
United Methodist Church for Sep.7 to celebrate 100
years of Christian worship in the City of
Irving. Worship service will be at 10:30 am followed
by lunch at Nimitz High School, 100 Oakdale. RSVP
by calling the church at 972-253-3531, or e-mailing
connie@fumcirving.org.

The Irving Economic Development Partnership
initiated 36 new projects this fiscal year for either
relocation or expansion in Irving, and continues to
manage 22 similar projects carried over from the pre-
vious year.

WEEKLY BIZ BRIEF
A business activity report by the Irving Economic

Development Partnership.

High school students
recognized by DART

Local high school students hired by Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART)
to work summer jobs at the agency were recently recognized with an
appreciation reception.
They interviewed for and were placed in departments throughout the
agency to gain first-hand exposure to potential careers.

The six-week program was a joint effort by DART and State Rep.
Barbara Mallory Caraway of Dallas and included weekly workshops on
resume writing and workplace etiquette.

In attendance at the reception are Shaquille Curlin, W. W. Samuell
High School, (DART Police); Stephanie Castillo, A. Maceo Smith High
School (DART Police); Sharon Hines, DART Project Manager; Rep.
Mallory Caraway; Octavia Shelby, H. Grady Spruce High School (Fi-
nance); Jerry Franklin, Vice President, Economic Opportunity & Govern-
ment Relations, DART; Bridgete Hall, H. Grady Spruce High School (Trans-
portation); and LaDarian Turner, David W. Carter High School (DART
Police). 

Provided by Rebecca Jackson
The University of Dallas has

been awarded a $75,000 grant from
the Scanlan Foundation to provide
scholarships for students. The
grant marks the second consecu-
tive year the University received
funding from the foundation.

“The University of Dallas com-
munity of scholars is most grateful
for the support of the Scanlan Foun-
dation,” said Dr. Francis M. Lazarus,
president of the University of Dal-

las. “Their support helps us pro-
vide our students an academically
challenging environment within the
Catholic intellectual tradition.”

The foundation’s generosity
benefits academically well-qualified
students who would not be able to
attend UD without financial assis-
tance. Since the Scanlan Founda-
tion is located in Houston, it re-
quested that students from the
Houston area have priority consid-
eration for the scholarships.

UD receives grant



We Provide The Personal Touch
David & Carla Davis,

Owners & Licenced Funeral Directors

972-259-7644129 S. O’Connor
Irving, TX 75060

Irving’s oldest funeral home

Chapel of Roses Funeral Home

1225 E. Irving Blvd. 75060
972-554-1031

Owned & Operated by the Chism &
Crouch Families

Directors:
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“The Right Choice
for Over 50 Years.”

BROWN’S MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Ben F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. Brown

Funeral Directors: Gary Westerman
Michael McVey

Jason Rand

Brown Family Owned and Operated.

972-254-4242
www.brownmem.com

Church & Chapel Services
Local, Out of Town Services & Burials

Memorials
Cremation

Memories Flowers

CHARLES HERBERT
COLLINS

Charles Herbert
Collins, of Ar-
lington, and for-
merly of Irving,
passed away
August 7, 2008.
He was born
July 20, 1928 in
Knoxville, TN.

Survivors include his daugh-
ter Mary Collins of Arlington; and
4 grandchildren.

Graveside services were held
Aug. 11 at Oak Grove Memorial
Gardens. Arrangements made by
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home.

JERRY JAMES
MCMILLAN

Jerry James McMillan, of Corsicana
and Irving, passed away August 6,
2008.

He was born Feb. 6, 1914 in
Memphis, TX to Lamertine
McMillan and Caro Allen Melton.
He graduated from Corsicana High
School in 1934. He met the love of
his life Alice “Biddie” Atkinson and
they were wed 71 years before her
death in 2005.

He owned Jerry’s Auto Elec-
tric in Corsicana until 1955 when he
moved his family and business to
Irving.  He owned Irving Auto Elec-
tric until he retired to Blooming
Grove, TX in 1985. He became a
farmer and farmed until he became
ill and moved to a retirement home
in Irving in 2008.

He was preceded in death by
his parents, brothers Ira and
Woodie, sister Vally L. Johnston,
great granddaughter Amy Miller,
and his loving wife Alice “Biddie”.

Survivors include daughters
Mary Alice McMillan and partner
Jennifer Croson, and Betty Joyce
Gribble and husband Martin; 4
grandchildren; 3 great grandchil-
dren; and 2 great-great grandchil-
dren.

Funeral services were held
Aug. 9 at Brown’s Memorial Chapel.
Interment followed at Oak Grove
Memorial Gardens.

TERRY BLISS HILL
Terry Bliss Hill, age 46 of Grand Prai-
rie went to be with God on July 23,
2008. He was born on March 26,
1962 in Apple Valley, CA to Charlie
and Doris Hill. 

Terry was preceded in death
by his parents and a brother Frankie
Hill. Survivors include, sons, Terry

Lee and Christopher Hall-Hill of
Seagoville, TX; sisters, Sherry Dorff
of Grand Prairie, Glenda Reichard
and husband Scott of Grand Prai-
rie; brothers, Bobby Hill and wife
Pam of Kemp, TX, Randy Hill and
wife Teresa of Mesquite, Ricky Hill
of Quitman, TX; and grandson,
Brayden Hall-Hill. 

A memorial service was held
on July 27 at Chism-Smith Funeral
Home.

PAUL J. BATOT
Paul J. Batot, 75,
a resident of Irv-
ing since 1958,
died August 9,
2008 in Irving.

B o r n
Feb. 17, 1933 in
LaGrange, TX,

he was the son of C. V. and Lillian
Batot. A retired aircraft mechanic for
Braniff and Dalfort Aviation, he
coached football and basketball for
the YMCA, and was Coach of the
Year three times. He was a member
of Woodhaven Presbyterian
Church.

Survivors include his wife of
51 years, Georgie of Irving; sons,
Mike Batot of Irving and David
Batot of Overland Park, KS; daugh-
ters, Susan Batot of Colleyville and
Linda and husband Carlos Rebora
of Irving; and three grandchildren,
Jennaleigh Hoelscher, Caroline
Pittet, and Ashley Rebora.

He was preceded in death by a
grandson, Adam Joseph Batot and
by a daughter-in-law, Nancy Batot.

Funeral service was Aug. 15 at
Woodhaven Presbyterian Church.
Burial followed at Dallas Fort Worth
National Cemetery. The family will
receive friends at Donnelly’s Colo-
nial Funeral Home on Thursday. Me-
morials may be made to
Woodhaven Presbyterian Church
or Irving YMCA.

OPAL “MEMMIE”
WETSEL

Opal “Memmie”
Wetsel, age 90,
a resident of
Plano formerly
of Irving from
1969 to 2006,
died August 7,
2008 at a Plano
hospital.

Born Nov. 13, 1917 in Vashti,
TX to Bug L. and Nattie Lee Th-
ompson Lynch, she was employed

at Sears for 20 years. Opal was a
member of Plymouth Park Baptist
Church in Irving.

Preceded in death by her hus-
bands, William Reeves, James T.
Wester, Henry Wetsel and her four
brothers. Survivors include her
daughters, Freda Mansell and hus-
band Marv of Plano and Billie
Robinson and husband Robert of
Randlett, OK; four grandchildren,
Pamela Marks, Kathy Conner, Jana
Woods and Shane Rowden; two
great grandsons, Christopher
Marks and Tyler Rowden.

Services were held Aug. 11 at
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
Chapel. Graveside service was at
Bellevue Cemetery in Bellevue, TX.

SYANDRA LONG
Syandra Long,
age 67, a resi-
dent of Irving
for 44 years for-
merly of Wichita
Falls passed
away on Aug. 8,
2008 at an Irving
hospital.

Born Oct. 30, 1940 in Waco to
George Pete Matar and Ellen
Middleton Matar, she married
Raymond E. Long on April 8, 1961
in Wichita Falls. Syandra was a
claims manager at Optimum Re-In-
surance for 22 years and a member
of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in
Irving.

Survived by husband,
Raymond E. Long; children, Lori
Price of Irving, Lisa Griffin and hus-
band Danny of New Market, MD,
Rebecca Mott and husband Dave
of Springtown, Amy Hanks and
husband Zaq of Keller, Kelly Jones
and husband Dean of Rio Vista and
Michael Long of Dallas; 11 grand-
children; 2 great grandchildren; and
brother, Michael Matar of Colo-
rado.

Visitation was Sunday at the
funeral home. The service was held
Aug. 11 at Donnelly’s Colonial Fu-
neral Home Chapel with Rev. Greg
Pickens officiating.

DONALD GENE
ENGLERT SR.

Donald Gene Englert Sr., age 64 of
Irving passed away on August 8,
2008. 

He was born on Sep. 23, 1943
in Indianapolis, IN to Hilbert and
Josephine Englert. Donald was a
truck driver who loved the open
road. 



Serving Irving  families
since 1963

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com
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LISTING PRICES

To purchase WORSHIP section listing call 214-675-9445.
From 6 months to one year $7.47Up to 6 months $8.30

The Irving Rambler provides a WORSHIP section to bring
people of similar beliefs together.  The Irving Rambler
does not accept submission of a listing as a commitment
to publish.  Publication of a listing does not create an
obligation to continue publishing.  The Irving Rambler
reserves the right to refuse to publish any listing for any

reason.  Any listing promoting hate groups, or including
inappropriate material will not be published.  E-mail
addresses will only be published if included in the copy of
your listing.
Listings may include your religious organization’s name,
address, telephone number, website url & meeting times.

WORSHIP

First United Methodist Church
211 W. Third St, Irving 75060

972.253.3531
www.fumcirving.org

Sundays 10:30am Sanctuary
6:30pm Chapel

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W Airport Frwy, Irving 75062
(North side of Hwy 183 between

MacArthur & Story)
972.255.4185

www.ppumc.org
Sundays 8:30, 9:15 & 11:00am

United Methodist

Pioneer Drive Baptist Church
4034 W. Pioneer Drive

Irving, Texas 75061
972.790.8828

www.pdbcirving.com
Sundays Traditional Worship

11:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study/Prayer Meeting
7:00 p.m.

Southern Baptist
First Christian Church

210 E. 6th Street, Irving 75060
972.579.0911

www.fccirving.org
Sundays

Bible Study for all ages - 9:30am
Traditional Worship - 10:45am

Disciples of Christ

Berean Memorial Church
1000 E. Sixth Street, Irving 75060

972.438.1440
www.bereanmemorialchurch.org

Sundays 10:45 a.m. 6:30 p.m
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Independent Bible

We offer quality Christian education for
K - 4 through Sixth Grade.

Small classes  • Dedicated Teachers  •Academic Excellence

Berean Christian Academy
1000 E. 6th St., Irving TX 75060

972 - 438 - 1440

North Irving Church of Christ
727 Metker St. Irving, Texas 75062

972.252.9981
Sundays Bible Study - 9:00 a.m.
Worship - 10:00 a.m. 5:00 p.m.

Wednesdays Bible Study – 7:00 p.m.

Church of Christ

www.bereanmemorialchurch.org

“Serving Irving since 1954”

“Every Christian family ought to
be as it were a little church, conse-
crated to Christ, and wholly influ-
enced and governed by his
rules. And family education and
order are some of the chief of the
means of grace.”   Jonathan
Edwards

Read theRead theRead theRead theRead the
Irving RamblerIrving RamblerIrving RamblerIrving RamblerIrving Rambler

Survivors include, daughter,
Cheryl Dorrough; sons, Donald
Englert Jr., and wife Donna, Allen
Englert, Brynn Englert and wife
Tisha, Jeffrey Englert; brothers,
Arthur Englert, Alfred Englert and
wife Carolyn; grandchildren, Brynn
Jr., Nathan, Joanna, Kacie, Kelsie,
Dylan, Stacy, Trevor, Alcicia; 4
great-grandchildren. 

A graveside service was held
on Aug. 12 at Oak Grove Memorial
Gardens with the Rev. Bruce Hol-
lander officiating. Arrangements
were handled by Chism-Smith Fu-
neral Home.

ESTHER MAE
WILLIAMSON RICHARD

Esther Mae
Williamson Ri-
chard, a retired
schoolteacher,
died Aug. 9 in
Irving, where
she had lived
many years. She
was 95.

Mrs. Richard was born May 17,
1913, in Thomas, OK, one of six
children of C.C. Williamson, a Meth-
odist minister, and Erie Stewart
Williamson.

She met Robert L. Richard
while attending Southeastern State
College in Durant, OK. They mar-
ried on Aug. 18, 1934, in Valliant,
OK. They moved to the North Texas
city of Denison and had two chil-

dren, Dorothy Ann and Robert
King.

In 1944, Mr. Richard’s job with
the Federal Aviation Administration
took the family to Sao Paulo, Brazil.
They returned to Denison in 1950,
and she and her husband resumed
their educations. After earning her
bachelor’s and master’s degrees
from Southeastern State, Mrs. Ri-
chard taught fifth-grade at Lamar
Elementary in Denison. After mov-
ing to Irving in the late 1960s, she
taught several years in the Dallas
school district.

She belonged to United Meth-
odist Women, Delta Kappa Gamma,
American Businesswomen’s Asso-
ciation and Bona Fide.

Mrs. Richard and her husband
traveled the world, including Rus-
sia, Egypt and China, but her fa-
vorite trip was to Hawaii.

She was preceded in death by
her husband in 1984 and her daugh-
ter in 2004.

Visitation was held at Aug. 13
at Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral
Home in Irving. Funeral was Aug.
14 at the funeral home, with
graveside service at Cedarlawn Me-
morial Park in Sherman.

She is survived by her son,
Robert, and his wife, Nancy, of
Denison; one sister, Mary Beth
Edgemon and her husband, Bernie,
of Chandler, AR; five grandchil-
dren; nine great-grandchildren; and
one great-great-grandson.

OBITUARIES

Provided by Tiffany Humphrey
The Vocational Agriculture

Teachers Association of Texas
(VATAT) recognized more than 200
teachers and supporters of agricul-
tural science during the VATAT Pro-
fessional Development Conference
for Agriculture, Food & Natural Re-
sources Cluster, July 28 – Aug. 1, in
Corpus Christi.

VATAT members from across
Texas received VATAT Tenure

Awards. Tenure Awards are a ben-
efit of the VATAT which are given
in five-year increments to agricul-
tural science teachers and associ-
ate members of the Association
who dedicate themselves to teach-
ing and/or supporting agricultural
science.

Michael Johnson a teacher at
Nimitz High School was recognized
for being a member of VATAT for
25 years.

“The VATAT is proud to rec-
ognize the achievements of our
members and the dedication of our
supporters,” said Gerald Young,
executive director of the VATAT.

Agricultural science teachers
spent the week attending profes-
sional development workshops,
educational tours and general ses-
sions with motivational speakers.

There are more than 1,600 agri-
cultural science and technology
teachers in Texas impacting more
than 90,000 students enrolled in ag-
ricultural education classes at the
secondary level.

Local teacher recoLocal teacher recoLocal teacher recoLocal teacher recoLocal teacher recognized forgnized forgnized forgnized forgnized for
commitment to agricultural sciencecommitment to agricultural sciencecommitment to agricultural sciencecommitment to agricultural sciencecommitment to agricultural science
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Allison’s Clubhouse
“The BEST In Your Child’s Care”
3425 Finley, Irving, Texas 75062

We are currently accepting applications
for both full and part-time  positions!

Accepting Children Accepting Children Accepting Children Accepting Children Accepting Children Ages:Ages:Ages:Ages:Ages: 6 w 6 w 6 w 6 w 6 weeks threeks threeks threeks threeks thru 11 yu 11 yu 11 yu 11 yu 11 years of ageears of ageears of ageears of ageears of age

We have the

largest  in
fant

center

in Irving/Las

Colinas!

www.Allisonsclubhouse.com
Call us:  972 258-1800Owners: David and Becky StaleyOwners: David and Becky StaleyOwners: David and Becky StaleyOwners: David and Becky StaleyOwners: David and Becky Staley

DirectorDirectorDirectorDirectorDirector :::::     WWWWWendy Boozerendy Boozerendy Boozerendy Boozerendy Boozer

ADVERTISING PRICES
First 15 words $7.00
Each additional word $0.20

Bold, Caps, border $7.00

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.  When
you place a classified advertisement in the Rambler, we publish it
online at no additional charge. The Irving Rambler does not accept
submission of an advertisement as a commitment to publish.  Pub-
lication of an advertisement does not create an obligation to con-
tinue publishing.  The Irving Rambler reserves the right to refuse to
publish any advertisement for any reason.  Ads promoting hate
groups, or including inappropriate material will not be published.
E-mail addresses will only be published if included in the copy of
your classified ad.

To purchase classified ads call 214-675-6493.

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES
FOR SALE-Hot Wheels Collection-
Treasure Hunts, Final Runs and
many other series 972-438-4522

SALES POSITION
Local territory, established accounts, People
person, detail oriented, responsible, cour-
teous, articulate, computer literate, MS Of-
fice, email and internet savvy opportunity
for growth, experience preferred, call to
214-675-6493 to discuss your opportinities

WRITER NEEDED
For special projects. People person, detail
oriented, responsible, courteous, articulate,
computer literate, MS Office, email and
internet savvy. Call to 214-675-6493.

Jon’s
Upholstery
Has  MOVED

call
972-255-0060

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENTS

HOUSE FOR RENT
2 BR 1-1/2 bath 1-car garage.  LR/
dining area.  Beautiful hardwood
floors.  Utility room.  All electri-
cal.  Large fenced yard.  $800 month
+ deposit.  References required.
972.986.7100  972.252.4690

APARTMENT FOR RENT
Private Apartment 1 BR 1 bath

Central A/C $600. All bills paid In
Irving. 214-469-8600

Hours of operation:
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 11-6

Saturday 11-5
Sunday 12-5

Put a PPut a PPut a PPut a PPut a Paaaaaw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearttttt
and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!

The precious pets
at the DFW Hu-
mane Society
would like to
bring a lifetime of

Come adopt a new
family member today!

1611 W. Irving Blvd.
Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-3333

If you can’t adopt, please donate!

love and happiness into your home!!

about smart shopping, they will
value what you buy for them much
more.

“Remember, the most important
strategy for back-to-school shop-
ping is to set a budget and stick to
it,” said Marianne Gray D’Aquila,
president of MMI in Forth Worth.
“With proper planning, you can
prepare your children for another
school year without breaking the
bank.”

The experts at Money Man-
agement International (MMI) en-
courage consumers to consider the
following important tips when
back-to-school shopping:

Determine clothing needs vs.
wants. Many kids feel pressure to
wear certain brands and the latest
fashion trends, which are often not
in the budget. Set a clothing bud-
get and inform your child of his/her
limits before entering a store-they
may realize that it’s better to have
more options than the latest fads.
Keep in mind that what you buy is
just as important as how you buy
it. Basic, durable clothing will
stretch your dollars significantly
and never go out of style. Also, re-
member that you don’t have to pur-
chase a year’s worth of clothing at
one time. 

Save on school supplies. Shop-
ping in the “back-to-school” sec-
tion at an expensive retailer may be
convenient, but shopping at outlet
and office supply stores could save
you money. The Marketing to
Moms Coalition found that 20 per-
cent of surveyed parents claimed
their child’s school offered stu-
dents the option to buy supplies
directly from the school.

Involve your children. While
back to school shopping can be
painful financially, it offers an op-
portunity for parents to teach kids
a valuable lesson about budgeting,
credit and the difference between
wants and needs. An MMI survey
revealed that the majority (57 per-
cent) of parents say their children
share the responsibility for select-
ing back-to-school supplies and
clothing. To make the most of the
experience, sit down with your chil-
dren and create a budget. Teach
them to comparison-shop and point
out that if they get the expensive
jeans, they will have to cut back in
other areas. Not only will they learn

Continued from page 1

Shop wisely for schoolShop wisely for schoolShop wisely for schoolShop wisely for schoolShop wisely for school

During the Parks and Recreation
Department’s Summer Games
young people compete for bragging
rights. Each game hosted by a dif-
ferent recreation center allows  kids
to become familiar with different
centers while making friends, com-
peting and practicing sportsman-
ship. The winners of the 2008 Sum-
mer Games are as follows:

CHESS
Youth

1st: Jake Morrison (Lee)
2nd: Elijah Brooks (Lee)

3rd: Yuuya Koremura (Mustang)
Teen

1st: Gregory Johnson (Cimarron)
2nd: Justin Reed (Austin)

3rd: Danny Howe (Northwest)
 

DOMINOES

Youth
1st: Darnelius Graves & Thomas

Lewis (Lee)
2nd: Keith Frazier & Uriah Mosley

(Northwest)
3rd: Baron Smith & Israel Omigie

(Senter)
Teen

1st: Andre Hendrix & Jared Jones
(Cimarron)

2nd: Drew Straw & Kevante Brown
(Lamar)

3rd: Jermaine Harris & Onaye Sims
(Lee)

TABLE TENNIS
Youth

1st: Jimmy Houser (Lee)
2nd: Darius Moore (Northwest)

3rd: Rogers Lacaze Jr. (Lee)

Teen
1st: Jigar Shah (Mustang)

2nd: Mohammed Nouman (Mustang)
3rd: Aubrey Jones (Senter)

BOWLING
Youth

1st: Mustang
2nd: Northwest

3rd: Senter
SOCCER SKILLS

Youth
1st: Jonathan Hill (Lamar)
2nd: Adrian Zapata (Lee)

3rd: Gibbran Patel (Mustang)
Teen

1st: Jermiah H. (Northwest)
2nd: T. Walker (Lamar)

3rd: Gio Perez (Mustang)
SOFTBALL

Youth
1st: Lee

2nd: Senter
3rd: Northwest

Teen
1st: Lee (#1)
2nd: Lee (#2)
3rd: Senter

VOLLEYBALL
Youth

1st: Mustang
2nd: Northwest

3rd: Lamar
Teen

1st: Lee (#1)
2nd: Lee (#2)

3rd: Northwest
DODGEBALL

Youth
1st: Northwest

2nd: Lee
3rd: Cimarron

Teen
1st: Northwest

2nd: Lee
3rd: Mustang

YOUTH BASKETBALL
1st: Northwest

2nd: Lamar
3rd: Cimarron

TEEN BASKETBALL
1st: West

2nd: Senter
3rd: Northwest

Local teens compete in the Summer Games dodgeball competition at
Lee Park Recreation Center.

Youths, teens compete in games
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In the fast-paced world today, with the con-
stant bustle of family, work, and politics, we often
forget to appreciate the preciousness of life itself.
The Relay for Life, hosted in Irving every May to
fundraise for cancer research, is an opportunity to
take a step back and revalue what the gift of life
truly means.  The event begins with the inspira-
tional Survivors’ Walk where cancer survivors from

and corporations and from the funds raised by each
participating team for walking.  The event held at
the Irving High School stadium lasts twelve hours,
from 6pm to 6am, and every team must have at least
one participant walking around the track the whole
time.  Throughout the night luminaries glow in re-
membrance of those whose lives were taken by can-
cer.  This walk-a-thon is so successful in raising

Emma PEmma PEmma PEmma PEmma Petty:etty:etty:etty:etty: Celebrating Life Celebrating Life Celebrating Life Celebrating Life Celebrating Life

elderly age down to the fourteen
month old Grand Marshall of this
year’s walk celebrate their vic-
tory and rejuvenation for a full
life still ahead.  Emma Petty re-
cently survived an interminable
and tough battle against breast
cancer, and as the Chair of the
Relay for the past two years fully
embodies the spirit of this char-
ity event that offers so much
beyond the thousands of dol-
lars it raises to fight cancer.  The
Relay celebrates the survivors,
supports those still afflicted, and
inspires all participants.  As Ms.
Petty describes the event, “It
certainly makes the statement
that there’s a life after cancer.”

The City Council sponsors a team at each Re-
lay, and in my years on the Council I have had the
opportunity of being the team captain and getting
to know Emma.  It has always been a pleasure to
work with Ms. Petty; her caring heart beat through
even the most trying times fighting cancer as she
was always emotionally positive despite the physi-
cal suffering.  Emma finished her last cancer treat-
ment one week before this May’s Relay and her
victory is now a goal she strives to give to all those
who suffer from cancer.

The Relay for Life raises money for cancer so-
ciety through sponsorships from donating groups

money and inspiring partici-
pants because the sadness over
losing loved ones is overcome
by the joy of walking with the
survivors.  All participants can
see and feel the joy of overcom-
ing cancer in the survivors and
want to spread that love of life
to all who suffer.  Relay for Life
events across America raised
almost six million dollars this
year alone for cancer research,
and the fruits of the Relay’s la-
bor are evident.

The toll of cancer can touch
anyone, but the survivors’ vic-
tory celebrated at the Relay can
inspire everyone with hope and
a renewed drive to fight.  The

Beth Van
Duyne has
been on the
Irving City
Council for
4 years
and is a 22

year resident of Irving.  A
magna cum laude gradu-
ate of Cornell University,
Beth is VP of Marketing for
an Irving-based technology
company.  She can be
reached at
Beth@BethForIrving.com.

work of Emma Petty and her inspirational story and
personality show us that life is precious and that
cancer can be beaten.  She works tirelessly for oth-
ers and her example of selflessness while combat-
ing cancer herself is truly commendable.  May all of
us emulate her through charitable giving and a full
appreciation of the gift of life.

Share your thoughts on this and other issues.  Visit
www.BethForIrving.com.

Beth Van Duyne
Irving City Council, Place 2

A note from Emma Petty:
“In 2003, an executive from our home office was in town and mentioned that they were

participating in the Relay for Life in Atlanta. He mentioned that he would like to see the Dallas
Area get involved. Knowing that I was a cancer survivor, he asked me to be in charge of the
company’s participation. That moment has changed my life.

“Our employees embraced the Relay wholeheartedly and I’m proud to say, we have partici-
pated for 6 years.

“On a personal note, I was diagnosed with breast cancer in 1995 and it reared it’s ugly
head again on Thursday, November 16, 2007. I was not worried at all, Been there, Done That,
right? Well, on Sunday, November 19th, my 11 month old great-grandson was diagnosed with
neuroblastoma, a childhood cancer with no cure at this time.

“Our world has not been the same. The Relay took on a new meaning for me. Here was hope
that with dollars raised during the Relay, more
research could be done and a cure could be
found for neuroblastoma. This disease is fairly
rare as only 500-1,000 cases are diagnosed a
year, so not a lot of money has been allocated
to this.

“It is my hope that everyone will embrace
the Relay and learn about the services offered
by the American Cancer Society. It will change
their life, I know it changed mine.”

Emma Petty
40 year resident of Irving
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Little girls never
really grow old

Honoring their history, the Doll Collectors Club of Irving president,
Georgia Carmody and its only active charter member, Jean Couch
discuss their favorite topic, dolls, at the clubs 35th year anniversary
celebration.

Forever young

Celebrating a special day, Maria Rodriguez meets Irving Mayor
Herbert Gears at her 108th birthday party. Ms. Rodriguez also
received a letter from President Bush in honor of this special occa-
sion.

Residents have another way to
receive information about the city
through the expansion of video ser-
vices at www.cityofirving.org.

The addition of on demand al-
lows visitors to view recordings of
various meetings and programming
produced by ICTN.

City Council meetings and
ICTN programming can be viewed
at any time—not just during live
video streaming. In addition, coun-
cil meetings are coordinated with
paper agendas, allowing viewers to
select a specific agenda item of in-

City’City’City’City’City’s video on demand es video on demand es video on demand es video on demand es video on demand expandedxpandedxpandedxpandedxpanded
terest without watching or fast-for-
ward through the entire video.

“Video on demand is another
convenient tool that we offer our
residents in addition to other online
services such as bill pay and pub-
lic input forms,” City Manager
Tommy Gonzalez said. “Video on
demand enables viewers to watch
at their convenience—24 hours a
day, seven days a week.”

To watch a video, visit
www.cityofirving.org and click on
the “Irving Video on Demand” but-
ton on the left of the home page.


