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850 W. John Carpenter Frwy. 
Irving, Texas 75039

Phone 972-714-0800
Fax 972-714-0887

“It’s too hot”

Suffering through another day of 100+ weather, Aurelio Martinez 
of Oasis Landscaping fashioned his own sun protection by recy-
cling a cardboard box while working on an irrigation system.

By Jess Paniszczyn
 On Aug. 23 roughly 33,000 
students will return to school in 
Irving ISD beginning a new school 
year. It will also be the first day 
of school for Dr. Dana Bedden, 
the district’s new Superintendent. 
Formerly Superintendent for the 
Richmond County School System 
in Georgia, Dr. Bedden has taken 
the reins from Dr. Neal Dugger, 
who served as Interim Superinten-
dent following the resignation of 
Superintendent Jack Singley. 
 “I think this is a good district 
already,” Dr. Bedden said. “I am 
looking forward to the challenge 
of trying to work to make it a great 

district. I am looking forward to 
seeing the students when school 
starts. That is part of the excite-
ment, because that is the reason 
we exist. That is the reason I have 
a job. Without students we don’t 
have a purpose to come to work 
each day. 
 “We do a lot of things well. We 
probably need to focus on doing a 
few things great.” 
 In the upcoming year, Dr. Bed-
den hopes to begin to make Irving 
education more effective and to 
increase communications with 
parents. 
 “We have to work on how to 
get more of a systems approach and 

get consistent progress. We need 
to narrow our focus and get some 
clear indication of what is working 
and what is not, and then from there 
decide what gives us the greatest 
impact,” he said.
 “We have work to do on con-
tinuing to improve our instructional 
practices, because our populations 
continue to be more and more 
diverse. We are up to 99 different 
countries represented and over 50 
languages spoken in the school 
district. We need to continue to 
retool our staff and make sure they 
are prepared to meet the needs of 
a diverse student population. It’s a 
challenge, but it is also an oppor-

tunity. 
 “When it comes to the op-
erational aspect of our systems, we 
need to make sure they are done 
with the intent of solidifying, cre-
ating a great teaching and learning 
environment. Every department 
has to feel like it exists with the 
sole purpose of making sure the 

schools get exactly what they need 
to service the students. 
 “The other big challenge is 
closing the gap with our parents. 
We want to do a better job con-
necting with our parents, so they 
can be more of an asset in the 
home to the students. Education 

Superintendent ready for school

By Jess Panizczyn
 The City of Irving hosted the 
13th Annual Transportation and 
Infrastructure Summit featuring 
the 3rd Annual Global High Speed 
Rail Forum in the Omni Mandalay 
Hotel Aug. 10-13. Transportation 
specialists from around the country 
as well as several from other coun-
tries attended the Summit. 

 “Irving has a lot of transpor-
tation infrastructure,” said Mayor 
Herbert Gears. “We are right in 
the center of the fastest growing 
metropolitan area in the country. 
 “A couple of railroad engineers 
founded Irving. Most of the high-
ways come through Irving. We are 
home to one of the most significant 
international airports in the country 
and maybe in the world. We are 
a transportation entity in many 
ways.
 “We put this forum together 
to bring together leaders from all 
over the country, influential people 
in the administration, and elected 
officials to share and exchange 
different ideas. We get the benefit 
of all kinds of information from all 
over the country. 
“When we go to Washington we 
are known for what we do here. 
What we do helps all these regional 
partners, because we give them 
a chance to come together to ask 
questions and let their concerns 
be known. 

 “The summit is something 
we have engaged in for 13 years 
now as part of our comprehensive 
public policy effort in the world 
of transportation. We are continu-
ously looking for funding for our 
highway, rail and regional projects. 
It helps us to have people in im-
portant places. Important decision 
makers have a good feeling about 
who we are and how concerned we 
are about transportation. We are not 
selfish. We care about the region 
and the state. We contribute where 
we can to the national agenda.”
 Donna Harrison, Vice Presi-
dent of Pinnacle Consulting Man-
agement Group, Inc. feels Irving’s 
Transportation Summit is one of 
the best conferences in the coun-
try. Ms. Harrison is her company’s 
head of business development in 
North Texas. She is also a member 
of the International Right of Way 
Association out of Gardena, CA.
 “There is definitely a need 

Transportation, Infrastructure
are big business at summit

By Alice Canham
 The little woman was waiting 
for Harry Wooten as he led the Ir-
ving Chorale from the vestibule in 
Geneva’s Saint Peter Cathedral.  
 “You! I have found you!” she 
chirped in French-accented Eng-
lish. “My friends in Zurich have 
heard you sing at the Altesheim 
(retirement center) there, and told 
me to come hear you when you 

Irving’s traveling ambassadors
traveled to Geneva. I’m so glad I 
did!”
 It is not unusual for the group 
to create such friendships when 
they perform. Local audiences 
are familiar with this popular 
homegrown commodity; they 
are practitioners of a vast range 
of choral standards. In addition, 
though, several members of the 
Irving Chorale have been travel-

ing abroad for many years, sharing 
American folk music, spirituals 
and Broadway tunes with an inter-
national audience. Forty members 
and friends just returned from a 
trip to Switzerland, which included 
stops and performances in Geneva, 
Zurich, Interlaken and Lucerne.
 Artistic Director Harry Wooten 
calls this a valuable tool for build-
ing teamwork and expanding the 

group’s world view, which provides 
a framework for growth in both 
numbers and confidence when they 
return home. The volunteer choral 
group, now 80 voices strong, has 
been entertaining audiences across 
the Metroplex since 1987. Wooten 
joined the group in 2004 and fills 
one of only two paid staff positions 

See BEST, Page 8

See COMMUNITY, Page 4

See CHORALE, Page 3

Photo by John Starkey
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POLICE & FIRE

Irving Fire Department responded to 268 incidents.
The Fire incidents

    61  Miscellaneous Fire 
         and Rescue Calls
      4  Structure Fires
      2   Special Operations
      6  Vehicle Fires

Medical calls
  18  Major Accidents
  71 Major Medical
  24 Heart Attacks
  26 Difficulty Breathing
  33 Trauma Related
  23 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary:  August 5 -11, 2010

Irving Sunrise Rotary
Thursday at 7 am

Las Colinas Country Club
4400 N. O”Connor Rd.

Yellow Rose AMBUCS
Wednesday’s at 6:00pm

IHOP Restaurant- Beltline Rd.
1801 N. Beltline Rd.

Irving AMBUCS
Thursday at 11:30am

New Panda Cafe
West Hwy 183 service rd.

Saturday Singles Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

972-254-3525

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm

Junior Girls – 2nd Sunday at 12:30pm
3375 Belt Line Rd

Just South of Shady Grove

Irving Noonday Lions
2nd, 3rd & 4th Wednesday at Noon

New Panda Café
West Hwy 183 at Story

Irving Shrine Club
2nd Thursday at 6:30pm

IHOP Restaurant- Beltline Rd.
1801 N. Beltline Rd.

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Christian Church

2301 Texas Drive

Buttons & Bows
Square & Round Dance Club 

1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 
Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

Las Colinas Rotary
Noon, Tuesdays 
La CIMA Club 

5215 N O Connor Blvd

 Organizations are required to re-submit their information on a 
monthly basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have accurate infor-
mation.
 Listings are limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location and 
time. If an organization wishes to have more information than the free 
listing offers, we will continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Dwelling Place
1126 Hilltop DriveIrving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Next meeting Sept. 9th

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    972.445.0049

Circle 1 - Square & Round Dance 
Club

2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Widowed Persons Service 
Saturday Morning 8:30am
IHOP Restaurant-Beltline

1801 N. Beltline Rd.

CLUBS

Burglary Arrest:
08-07-10 at 3 a.m.  Officers stopped 
a vehicle leaving the area of a 
burglary in progress call. During 
the investigation, a second bur-
glary was discovered at a nearby 
complex. The subject stopped was 
in possession of stolen items and 
other evidence from the second 
burglary. Identification of missing 
items from the first offense is still 
pending. The suspect was treated 
for minor injuries before being 
placed in jail.

Robbery of an Individual:
08-07-10 at 11:01 p.m.  The victim 
was outside of his residence in the 
2800 block of Greene St. on the 
sidewalk when two teenage sus-
pects approached him. He stated 

that both suspects produced knives 
and demanded his money. The 
victim grabbed each suspect by the 
arm and during the struggle one of 
the suspects reached into his pants 
pocket and stole his cell phone. 
The suspects fled on foot when the 
victim’s friend drove up in his car. 
The victim was not injured during 
the incident.

Structure Fire:
08-10-10 at 1:45 p.m.  A fire started 
from a cigarette and a mattress in 
the Rock Island Apartments. The 
fire engulfed the apartment and 
spread causing damage to four 
others. Only three of the units were 
occupied and those families were 
displaced and moved to other va-
cant units. There were no injuries.

Provided by Andrea Ciminelli
 When is an art project so huge 
that people can drive around it? 
When it’s a DART station. With her 
work exhibited both nationally and 
internationally, in both private and 
public collections, North Lake Col-
lege’s award-winning art professor 
Chris Fulmer is no stranger to high 
profile artistic endeavors. But as the 
artist for DART’s North Lake Col-
lege station, she is now involved in 
a project unlike any other she has 
attempted. 
 Late in the fall of 2008, Fulmer 
and other area artists were invited 
by public artist Brad Goldberg to 
apply to be artists for the DART 
Orange Line stations located in 
Irving. After reviewing her images 
and reading her resume, the DART 
team selected Fulmer, and she was 
assigned the design of the North 
Lake station.  
 “I was ecstatic when I found 
out I was chosen,” said Fulmer.  
“I’ve been wanting to do this for 
so long.”
 For Fulmer, this opportunity 
was a one of a kind experience 
that was very intense, but deeply 
rewarding.  
 “I have never done anything of 
this scale before,” said Fulmer. “I 
had the ideas, but I didn’t know to 
solve the problems. I didn’t know 
about the types of materials that 
were being used, or how big ev-
erything would be. It was up to the 
architects and landscape architects 
to solve these problems. It was truly 
a team effort that helped bring the 
project to fruition.”
 Symbolism plays an important 
role in Fulmer’s art, and she wanted 

the symbolic representations of 
the station to reflect the campus’s 
landscape and the surrounding 
community. After meeting with a 
committee of Irving residents and 
North Lake representatives for 
input regarding the station design, 
Chris decided the native mesquite 
flora upon which North Lake Col-
lege sits should be included in the 
station design. The committee 
agreed that the mesquite tree would 
be the station’s symbol. 
 Fulmer’s design incorporates 
mesquite trees throughout the land-
scaping of the station, mesquite 
leaf silhouettes will appear on the 
station columns, and polycarbonate 
portraits of the college’s mesquite 
trees will be used as the windscreen 
images.
 The design also features a 
philosopher’s garden with paving 
blocks that have the names of indi-
viduals who have been instrumental 
in education’s history. Colleagues 
provided names of famous, influen-
tial, and inspirational people whose 
work in mathematics, sciences, art, 
history, philosophy, and literature 
contributed to making the lives of 
future generations better. From the 
philosopher’s garden, a spiral pat-
tern radiates out towards the station 
symbolizing future growth.
 Although the station is not 
scheduled for completion until De-
cember of 2012, Fulmer is anxious 
to see the finished product.  
 “I want people to understand 
that this design is more than decora-
tive,” said Fulmer. “I want them to 
see the symbolism, and understand 
the importance of education and all 
that North Lake has to offer.”

North Lake College art professor designs DART station

Construction is underway to extend DART’s Orange Line into North Lake College.
Photo: North Lake College

 Beginning Aug. 13, NorthGate 
Constructors will close all main-
lanes of westbound SH 114/SH 
121 between International Parkway 
and Texan Trail in off-peak hours to 
allow crews to work on drainage. 
The full closures will take place as 
follows: 
From 8 p.m. Aug. 13 through 11 
a.m. Aug. 14 
From 8 p.m. Aug. 14 through 9 
a.m. Aug. 15 
 Traffic will be rerouted to the 
SH 114/SH 121 frontage road. Uni-
form traffic control will be in place 
to keep traffic moving through the 
detour.
- Westbound SH 114 exit ramp
 There will be full ramp clo-
sures on the westbound SH 114 exit 
ramp to northbound SH 121 and to 
southbound International Parkway 

north of the DFW Airport continu-
ously from: 
Date: Aug. 20 to Aug. 23  
Time: 8 PM (8/20) to 6 AM 
(8/23)
 This ramp closure will allow 
crews to work on drainage. Traffic 
will be routed to the Texan Trail 
frontage road, and uniform police 
will be in place to assist with traf-
fic.
 - Eastbound SH 114/SH 121 
from Main Street to International 
Parkway
 The two left lanes on east-
bound SH 114/SH 121 from Main 
Street to International Parkway will 
tentatively be closed from: 

Date: Aug. 20 to Aug. 23
Time: 8 PM (8/20) to 6 AM 
(8/23)
 Lane closures will allow crews 
to work on walls. At its widest point 
on SH 114/SH 121, two lanes will 
remain open. 
 Although work is ongoing on 
the DFW Connector, the local cities 
of Grapevine, Southlake and Irving 
are still open for business, and ac-
cess is being maintained to all areas 
by NorthGate Constructors. All 
lanes are open during peak times 
Monday through Friday 6 a.m. to 
8 p.m. 
Source: DFW Connector Project

Roads closures scheduled
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CALENDAR

Residential & Commercial Real Estate
   Buying, Selling or Relocating call...

Each office is independently owned and operated.  

BILL WREN
Broker/Associate

(469) 951-1435
(972) 601-7841

Serving Irving since 1966

Put a Paw print in your heart
 and a best friend at home!

The precious pets at the DFW Humane 
Society would like to bring a lifetime of love 
and happiness into your home!!

Come adopt a new family member today!

4140 Valley View Ln
Irving, Texas 75038
972-721-7788
www.dfwhumane.com

If you can’t adopt, please donate!

OPEN: Tuesday - Saturday 11am-6pm

Hi, I’m Chuck and I am a sweet little 
guy! I have a huge smile and big 
eyes and want to be loved. I’m very 
loyal and will follow you around 
wherever you go. I’m happy to be 
near you. I’m about 5 years old 
now and was rescued from another 
shelter. If you come and meet me I 
promise to love you and give you 
cuddles!

Hey there! I’m Lookey, 
a big, 3 year-old grey and black neutered male. I was 
brought here from another shelter. I love to talk and 
have you rub my chin! PLEASE come by and let’s 
meet, you will be surprised to see how awesome and 
special I am.

August 14 from 1 to 3pm
Bicycling for Parents - Parents 
and caregivers will learn how to 
teach a child to ride a bike safely, 
perform a bicycle safety check, 
choose and fit a helmet, and cor-
rectly size a bicycle for a child. The 
class will be held 1 to 3 p.m. at the 
Senter Park Recreation Center 901 
S. Senter St. To register, visit www.
cityofirving.org/begreen and click 
on Educational Opportunities. For 
more information, call (972) 742-
2296.

August 14 at 2pm
Magic Show - Jared Brandon 
presents magic using ordinary 
everyday objects at 2 p.m. at the 
Central Library, 801 W. Irving 
Blvd. Irving Chautauqua is held 
the second Saturday of each month. 
For more information, call (972) 
721-2606. 

August 14 at 3pm
Back to School Luau - Central Li-
brary, 801 W. Irving Blvd. at 3 p.m. 
The summer may be over, but the 
fun is just beginning. Enjoy a Back 
to School Luau and watch live per-
formances by the Grace Hula Dance 
Company demonstrating the art of 
Hula dancing. Refreshments will 
be served. This event is sponsored 
by the Childrens Department. For 
more information, (972) 721-2458. 

August 17 at 7pm
Summer Graduation - Graduation 
for summer high school students 
will be at 7 p.m. in the MacArthur 
High School Auditorium. The cer-
emony is to celebrate those students 
who completed credits in summer 
school, completed TAKS require-
ments, or will graduate early. 

August 17 at 7pm
Ice Cream Social - It’s time for the 
August Democratic Club Meeting 
at 7 p.m. in the Senter Park East 
Building on Chamberlain. All 
Democratic candidates for Novem-
ber invited.

August 18 at 2:30pm
 Children’s Author Visit - Susan 
Stevens Crummel, award-winning 
author of numerous picture books, 
will bring her stories alive through 
puppets, props and skits at 2:30 
p.m. Aug. 18 at the Valley Ranch 
Library, 401 Cimarron Trail. For 
more information, call (972) 721-
4669.

August 19 from noon to 1pm

Volunteer Training - The Visit-
ing Nurse Association’s Eldercare 
Friends program is looking for 
volunteers in Dallas County to visit 
the homebound elderly and provide 
assistance with shopping, escorted 
transportation, errands, and other 
activities. Volunteer training will 
be held from noon to 1 p.m. at the 
Visiting Nurse Association’s head-
quarters, the Patrick and Beatrice 
Haggerty Center, located at 1440 
W. Mockingbird Lane in Dallas. 
Volunteer training can also be 
scheduled by appointment. There 
is no cost to attend a volunteer 
training class, but registration is 
requested. Contact Nancy Jellinek, 
VNA Eldercare Friends manager, 
at 214-689-2209 or jellinekn@
vnatexas.org.
 
August 20
Fish Fry - The Men’s Auxiliary 
will hold their monthly Fish Fry 
from 6 to 8 PM. Dinner includes 
fish, french fries, slaw and rolls at 
a cost of just $7 per person. At 7:30 
PM there will be a Dart Tourna-
ment. The public is invited to attend 
the dinner and the Dart Tourna-
ment.  VFW Post 2494 is located at 
3375 Belt Line Road, just south of 
Shady Grove. For information on 
the Men’s Auxiliary or any events 
at the Post, call 972-790-1611.

August 20
One Night With Elvis - Donny 
Edwards, Elvis tribute artist, will 
perform at 7 p.m. in the Irving Arts 
Center 972-252-2787. To see, hear 
or watch Donny visit www.don-
nyedwardslive.com
 
August 20 – 22
Tax Free Weekend - The law ex-
empts most clothing and footwear 
priced under $100 from sales and 
use taxes, which could save shop-
pers about $8 on every $100 they 
spend. 

Pothole Hot Line - A new hot 
line has been implemented to help 
reduce potholes throughout the 
city. The Pothole Hot Line allows 
residents to communicate the 
location of potholes in the city so 
that staff can address them within 
24 business hours. The pothole 
reporting number, (972) 721-7303, 
is displayed on city asphalt patch 
trucks. Callers will hear a record-
ing requesting the pothole location, 
date and time of call. The voice 
mail will be checked and commu-
nicated to repair crews.

(in addition to accompanist Eunice 
Tavaglione).  
 Wooten said the Irving Choral 
serves as community resource for, 
“arts in our own backyard. All of us 
share a common passion for choral 
singing. We think of ourselves 
as a musical family.” Although 
the group rehearses in Irving at 
Plymouth Park United Methodist 
Church, they have drawn members 
from as far away as Rockwall, 
North Dallas, Plano and Fort 
Worth. 
 This “family” has worked hard 
at expanding their membership and 
outreach. They have performed 
with both the Irving Symphony and 

Las Colinas Symphony, as well as 
Ballet Folklorico, Dallas Baptist 
University, Nielsen and Young and 
Celtic artist Connie Dover, among 
others. Wooten feels that one of 
the most significant collaborations, 
though, has been with the Irving 
ISD, which each season provides 
a choir of young people who share 
the stage with their adult counter-
parts.  
 “The children don’t just see 
a performance,” said Wooten. 
“They are valued participants and 
get priceless experience. We hope 
they’ll like it so much they’ll keep 
singing throughout their lives 
maybe in a community chorus like 

ours.”  To strengthen this resource, 
the Irving Chorale has even com-
missioned works that include parts 
for a children’s choir.
 This not-for-profit organiza-
tion has had its challenges, as 
have most arts organizations in an 
uncertain economy. They are grate-
ful for support from the Irving Arts 
Board, the Texas Commission on 
the Arts, TACA and NEA, and for 
tax-free charitable contributions 
from individuals and Foundations. 
Wooten describes their ongoing 
fundraising as a “creative process.” 
The group has sponsored auctions, 
sales of DVDs and gala-type events 
throughout their history.  
 It’s all necessary so they can 
continue to present quality perfor-
mances of the vast range of choral 
pieces such as their upcoming 
‘Harlem Nocturne’, scheduled for 
Oct. 16.  
 “This will be jazz, reminis-
cent of the Harlem Cotton Club,” 
said Wooten, and will feature an 
appearance by Houston’s Rob 
Landes Trio. He invites would-be 
Chorale members and the commu-
nity to learn more about the Irving 
Chorale, at www.irvingchorale.
org. “We sing it all from bathtub 
to Bach,” said Wooten with a grin. 
“And who knows where we’ll 
travel next?”

Continued from page 1
Chorale members form a musical family

An advertisement heralds the arrival of the Irving Chorale in 
Geneve, Switzerland.

 Dallas Area Rapid Transit 
(DART) will receive public input on 
a westward shift in the current Trinity 
Railway Express fare boundary dur-
ing a hearing on Aug. 24, 6:30 p.m., 
in the DART Board Room at DART 
Headquarters in Downtown Dallas 
(Akard Station).
 Currently, customers traveling 
to CentrePort from Dallas County 
stations pay a Regional Fare, and 
customers from Tarrant County pay a 
System Fare. Under the proposal, the 
trip from either county to CentrePort/
DFW Station would be a System 
Fare. The Regional Fare Day Pass is 
currently $7.50 and the System Fare 

Day Pass is $5.
 The fare boundary move is 
proposed to equalize fare options 
for both Dallas and Tarrant County 

customers.
 Customers with questions about 
the hearing may call DART Com-
munity Affairs at 214-749-2543.
Source: DART

DART to hold public
hearing on TRE fares

Source: Irving Chorale
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WORSHIP

St. Stephen’s
Presbyterian Church

1621 W. Grauwyler Road, Irving, 75061
972-259-8744

email:  secretary@ststephenspres.com
website:  www.ststephensirving.org

Sunday Worship 10:50 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Presbyterian USA

Bible Church
Living Word Global Church

1917 Rindie St., Irving, 75060
972-259-2181

Sunday10:30am Wed7:00 pm

Church Of Scientology Dallas
SUNDAY SERVICE at 11am

451 Decker Dr., Irving TX 75062
(214)524-5300

All Denominations are welcome! 

Scientology
Oak Haven

United Methodist Church
1600 N. Irving Heights 75061

972.438.1431
www.oakhavenumc.org

Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m. 

Woodhaven Presbyterian 
Church

3650 North O'Connor Road
Irving, Texas 75062

www.woodhavenpres.org
Rev. Michael L. Thompson

Sunday School 9:00am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30am

972.541.0747
Preschool & Parents Day Out

Tues. & Thurs. 9:00am- 2:00pm
“In this was manifested the love of God 
toward us, because that God sent his only 
begotten Son into the world, that we might 

live through him.” 1John 4:9

Presbyterian USA

United Methodist

First United
Methodist Church 

211 W. Third, 75060 - in the heart of 
Irving in the downtown/historic district

972.253.3531 www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School for all ages 9 am

Worship 10:30 am Worship Center
6:30 pm Fellowship Hall

FUMC-IRVING is the church
where generations worship, play & pray 

TOGETHER! 

Kirkwood United
Methodist Church

2232 W. 5th, Irving, TX 75060
972-254-4191

Servicio de Inspiracion 9:00a.m.
Worship Service 10:45a.m.
www.kirkwoodumcirving.org

United Methodist

can’t just stop when the students 
leave the school’s walls. It has to be 
reinforced at home. The same thing 
has to be said about that relation-
ship when we try to create what we 
expect is appropriate behaviors and 
good habits.
 “I would like the parents to be 
a partner in the process and hold us 
accountable for engaging them as a 
partner. Parents should be willing 
to learn how they can help their 
son or daughter do well in school. 
Parents should also understand the 
difference between adult conversa-
tion and adult to student conversa-

tion. There are times when we need 
to be inclusive of the student in the 
meetings, and there are times when 
we need to ask the students to step 
out of the room. 
 “One of the big changes we are 
working on now has to do with the 
way we approach our disciplining 
students in the schools to make sure 
we are focusing on behavior modi-
fication not just punitive discipline. 
If we have discipline, we discipline 
with dignity.”
 There are several positive 
aspects to Irving ISD and the com-
munity. 

 “Irving ISD is probably one 
of the most highly regarded school 
systems in the state with their fi-
nancial management,” Dr. Bedden 
said. “That was evidenced recently 
by our rating from Moody’s and 
S&P, which gave us a AA+ rating. 
We are probably one of 50 districts 
in the state that will receive that, 
and only a handful come close to 
looking like we do with our socio-
economic challenges and diversity. 
The district’s fiscal responsibility 
has been unbelievable. 
 “Progress has been made given 
our challenge of our poverty level 
approaching 80 percent. Twenty 
one campuses now are rated Ex-
emplary or Recognized. So we 
are still making progress despite 
all the challenges that continue to 
grow with a diverse population of 
students with a variety of needs. 
 “Poverty just presents more 
challenges for our staff, but I think 
there is also opportunity. People 
choose to work in Irving ISD. 
If you’ve done your homework, 

you know we have a variety of 
languages spoken, a variety of 
countries represented and you 
know our poverty rate. That doesn’t 
mean the kids can’t learn. In fact, 
it just means that maybe we have 
to do things differently, be more 
creative in our approach, be open 
minded to new ideas in how to be 
successful. 
 “The community is a great 
place to live and work. There is a 
lot of positive support for educa-
tion in this community. I have been 
other places and there has been a 
big divide. People don’t quite un-
derstand that is one of the biggest 
assets to America. Because in K 
through 12 education, we produce 
the human capital. If we do a good 
job, the economic engine of the 
United States is actually better.  
 “I think one of the frustrations 
that exist is often times people 
compare apples and oranges. They 
will say look at this district and 
how it is doing compared with this 
district, but they forgot to look at 
the makeup of the two districts. 
 “We would hope and ask that 
everybody in the community would 
embrace Irving ISD. We hope they 
accept us as part of the solution to 
the community both in creating a 
great quality of life for people and 
also as an economic engine.
 “The question is how do we 
create a quality of life, and for lack 
of a better term, city-wide strong 
educational system? So no matter 
where you go to school in the city 
of Irving, people will say if you live 
in Irving, you get a good education. 
There is absolutely opportunity to 
have that happen,” he said.

Continued from page 1

Community support, fiscal responsibility 
among Irving ISD’s most valuable assets

By Lori Mackey
 Back to school means seeing 
friends, catching up and wearing 
new clothes, which is fun and excit-
ing for kids, but for parents Back-
to-School shopping, planning and 
scheduling can be stressful. If you 
plan ahead, and involve your chil-
dren in the process, you will save 
money and have the opportunity 
to teach some valuable life skills 
such as financial know-how, time 
management and successful work 
habits.  
 These tips will make the 
transition from summer ease to a 
successful school year as simple 
as possible.  
 

Plan and Make a List - Spending 
is easy but to save money takes a 
plan. First thing first, make a list 
of supplies and clothing needed for 
school, and then create a second 
list of wants.   
 

Take Inventory - Go through 
clothing, and supplies separating 
what stays and what goes. Make a 
list of needs, which you will buy 
and wants, which will take a back 
seat for now.  
 

Make it Fun - Go on a scavenger 
hunt around the house to find any 
leftover supplies from last year, 
then, check those off your list and 
voila you just saved money.  Prac-

tice this with clothing, shoes and 
accessories and you will be amazed 
on what you really don’t need. Set a 
budget with you new list, use cash 
and don’t forget your coupons.  
 

Have a Plan - Limits should be set 
before you head out the door. It’s 
fine to say I have $100 to spend this 
week, and help your child spend it 
wisely.  Limits should be set before 
you head out the door.  It’s fine 
to say I have $100 to spend this 
week, and help your child spend 
it wisely.  
 

Pass it along - Take the items that 
you have set aside and pass it along 
to a charitable organization. Teach-

ing your child to give to others 
builds character and appreciation 
for what they have.  
 

Routine, Routine, Routine - Cre-
ating good habits can be easier than 
you think; by putting a routine in 
place you can turn a daily chore 
into a good habit. In the prefect 
world your kids will wake up on 
time, eat and be ready for school. 
But, if that’s unlikely, creating a 
visual daily chart with what is ex-
pected in the morning, after school 
and before bed will give your child 
the structure they need to create 
successful habits.  
 

Rewards - Ever wonder how 

one teacher can control 30 kids? 
Rewards! Kids love rewards, and 
kids love a challenge. Set up a 
reward system at home and allow 
your child to attain rewards for 
success.  
 

Spread it out - Children live in a 
world of instant, fast, got to have 
it now! Children do not know what 
delayed gratification means. Spread 
out the back to school purchases 
out over several weeks or months 
if possible.  
 

Setting Goals with Allowance - 
You can implement and allowance 
system, which will allow your 
kids to earn money for the items 
on their wants list. Allowance can 
help you and your kids become 
consistent with what is expected on 
a daily routine. When kids succeed 
at goals, and finishing a job they 
feel a sense of pride accomplish-
ment. Set your kids up for success 
and everyone wins.

Smart back to school shopping tips for families

Provided by Rick Hose
 Keep Irving Beautiful part-
nered with the youth group from 
the Irving YMCA to present an 
environmental skit to the day 
campers at the Salvation Army. The 
five YMCA volunteers dressed as 
Kirby, the KIB toucan, Buddy, the 
City of Irving’s Blue Bag mascot, 
and the Litterbug to teach the 
younger children the importance 
of litter prevention and recycling, 
in a fun and entertaining way. Ap-
proximately 30 children attended 
the performance.
 “KIB is fortunate to have 
many partners who are doing great 
work in the community,” said staff 
member Julie Schmitt. “Today we 
worked with two of the best, the 
YMCA and the Salvation Army, 
who are both focusing on teaching 
their young people good environ-
mental stewardship. We appreciate 
the efforts that they are making, and 
were happy that we could be a part 
of it.”
 YMCA Director of Youth De-
velopment Tanisha Clark said, “We 
are very excited to be able to work 
with an organization like KIB. The 
youth that participated were elated 
to have been chosen to enhance the 
lives of smaller children through a 
dramatized display of what it takes 
to make Irving a vibrant and clean 
place for all of us to share. We look 
forward to working with KIB in the 
future.” 

KIB and 
YMCA youth
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LEGAL NOTICE

Answers for Aug. 14, 2010

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

HEALTH PROVIDER 
NEEDED

Home health provider needed 
in Irving near zip code 75061

PLEASE CALL
800-563-3588

Looking for Vendors
Craft Fair Looking for 

Vendors or Crafty People
Lakewood Baptist Church

1705 Esters Road, 
Irving, TX 75061
214-668-7471
Event Date:

CRAFT
FAIR

HOUSE
FOR SALE

RUSTIC HOME 
Rustic home on large, 
scenic lot available at 
1616 W. 7th St. Split 
bedrooms, large sun-
room overlooking a 
large back yard. Roof 
recently added. 3 bed-
room, 2 bathroom, 1819 
square feet. Must sell 
as family has outgrown 
this house

CARRIER NEEDED
Must be available Friday 
nights. Good driving record 
and must have licence and
insurance 972-870-1992

HELP
WANTED

HORSE PROPERTY
2/1 house & 1/1 cottage- great 
for home office! Three stall 
barn & three large corrals. 
Water and lawn care incl. 
CALL 214.675.9445

HOUSE & 
COTTAGE

House is 2/1, 2-sink 
vanity, w/d conn., HVAC 
& gas, lots of closets/
storage, wood floors, 
covered breezeway 
between house and 
2-car garage. Cottage is 
1/1, kitchen, all electric, 
separate bedroom and 
bath, wood floors. Great 
for home office or Mom! 
Water and lawn care 
included in rent! CALL 
214.675.9445

FOR 
RENT

Is your child failing in his stud-
ies? Have his IQ and Person-
ality checked before it's too 
late.  For more information call 
or visit (214) 524-5300
451 Decker Dr.

EDUCATIONAL
DIFFICULTIES

LEGAL NOTICE
***PUBLIC NOTICE***

and
REQUEST for PUBLIC COMMENT

ALL CITIZENS, AGENCIES, AND INTERESTED PARTIES

NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS
 and FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT ON THE ENVIRONMENT

(NOI/ RROF/ FONSI)
 for certain activities funded through the following federal grants:

Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG),
HOME Investment Partnerships Program (HOME)

Texas Neighborhood Stabilization Program (TxNSP)

August 14, 2010
CITY of IRVING – Housing and Human Services Department
825 W. Irving Blvd.
Irving, Texas 75060
972-721-4800
E-Mail: chooper@cityofirving.org

REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF FUNDS
On or about September 1, 2010 the City of Irving will submit a request to U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and 
the Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs (TDHCA) for the release of the above mentioned federal funds (CDBG, HOME, and 
TxNSP) under the Housing & Community Development Act of 1974, as amended; the National Affordable Housing Act of 1990, as amended, 
and the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, to undertake a project known as “Tudor Lane Redevelopment”. This project will 
redevelop Tudor Lane between Claude Way and Crandall Road for the purpose of demolishing existing structures, constructing up to 14 single 
family attached homes and up to 15 single family detached homes and providing down payment assistance.  (CDBG $854,441.00; HOME 
$350,000.00; TxNSP $1,975,000.00)

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT ON THE ENVIRONMENT
The City of Irving has determined that the project will have no significant impact on the human environment. Therefore, an Environmental 
Impact Statement under National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) is not required.  Additional project information is contained in the 
Environmental Review Record on file at the City of Irving’s Housing and Human Services Department, 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas 75060; 
and is available for public examination and copying, upon request, during normal business hours.

REQUEST FOR PUBLIC COMMENT
Any interested agencies, groups, and persons disagreeing with the determination or wishing to comment on the project or decision to request 
release of funds are invited to submit written comments to the City of Irving’s Housing and Human Services Department.  All comments received 
by August 31, 2010 will be considered by the City of Irving prior to authorizing submission of a request for release of funds. Commentors should 
specify which part of this Notice they are addressing. Comments should be addressed to Chris Hooper, Director, Housing and Human Services 
Department, 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas  75060.  For questions, please call 972-721-4800.

RELEASE OF FUNDS
The City of Irving is certifying to HUD and TDHCA that the City, and the Honorable Herbert A. Gears, in his official capacity as Mayor and Cer-
tifying Officer, consents to accept jurisdiction of the Federal Courts if an action is brought to enforce responsibilities in relation to environmental 
review, decision-making, and action, and that these responsibilities have been satisfied.  The legal effect of the certification is that, upon its 
approval, the city of Irving, Texas may use the federal funds identified above and HUD and TDHCA will have satisfied their responsibilities under 
the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969.  

OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF FUNDS
HUD and TDHCA will consider objections to its release of funds and the City of Irving certification received by September 16, 2010 or a period 
of fifteen days from its receipt of the request (whichever is later) only if they are on one of the following bases:  1) that the certification was 
not in fact executed by the City’s Certifying Officer or his designee as approved by HUD and TDHCA, and 2) the City of Irving has omitted a 
step or failed to make a decision of finding required by HUD regulations at 24 CFR Part 58; 3) the grant recipient or other participants in the 
project have committed funds or incurred costs not authorized by 24 CFR Part 58 before approval of a release of funds by HUD and TDHCA; 
or 4) another Federal agency acting pursuant to 40 CFR part 1504 has submitted a written finding that the project is unsatisfactory from the 
standpoint of environmental quality.  Objections must be prepared and submitted in accordance with the required procedures (24 CFR Part 58) 
and shall be addressed to: HUD, Office of Community Planning & Development, P.O. Box 2905, Fort Worth, Texas 76113 or TDHCA, Program 
Services Division, P.O. Box 13941, Austin, Texas  78711.  Potential objectors should contact HUD and TDHCA to verify the actual last day of 
the objection period.

The Honorable Herbert A. Gears, Mayor
Certifying Officer
City of Irving, Texas

 CLERK OF THE COURT
 JUDY CARNES
 100 NORTH BROADWAY
 P. O. BOX 1018
 TYLER, TEXAS 75710

THE STATE OF TEXAS

NOTICE OF DEFENDANT:
 “You have been sued. You may employ an attorney. If you or
 your attorney do not file a written Answer with the clerk who
 issued this citation by 10:00 a.m. on the Monday next following the ex-
piration of forty-two days after the date of issuance
 if this citation and petition, a default judgment may be taken
 against you.”

TO: MELINDA FORNEY, Defendant, Greeting:

You are hereby commanded to appear by filing a written
 Answer to the Plaintiff’s Original Petition and Jury Demand at
 or before ten o’clock a.m. on the Monday next after the expiration of 
forty-two days after the date of issuance of this citation, before the Honor-
able County Court at Law #3 of Smith
 County, Texas at the courthouse of said county in Tyler,
 Texas. Said Plaintiff’s Petition was filed with the court on the
 26th day of April A.D., 2010, in this case, numbered 58,010-B
 on the docket of said court and styled,

SHALUNDA MASS, Plaintiff
 vs.
MELINDA FORNEY, Defendant

The names of the parties to the cause are as follows:
SHALUNDA MASS is Plaintiff and MELINDA FORNEY is
Defendant.

A brief statement of the nature of this suit is as follows, to-wit:
Auto Damages
as is more fully shown by Plaintiff’s Petition and Jury Demand
on file in this suit.
The officer executing this writ shall promptly serve the
same according to requirements of law, and the mandated
thereof, and make due return as the law directs.
Issued and given under my hand and seal of said court,
at office in Tyler, Texas, this date: 29 day of July, 2010.
Attest: Judy Carnes
Smith County Clerk

HELP
WANTED

FOR 
RENT

 November 12th & 13th
Cost: $50 for both days 

or $30 for Saturday
Deadline: October 15th
or before if space is full

Provided by Amanda O’Neal
 The Medical & Surgical Clinic of Irving 
(M&SCI) announced that Mabel Zevallos, MD is 
joining the staff as the first female gastroenterologist 
in Irving. New York-trained, she brings experience 
in all aspects of general gastroenterology and he-
patology and performs several gastroenterological 
procedures. 
 Dr. Zevallos finished medical school in the 
top 10% at Universidad Nacional Mayor de San 
Marcos in Lima, Peru. She then completed Internal 
Medicine residency in the top 5% and was elected 
Chief Resident at Bronx-Lebanon Hospital Center in 
New York, an affiliate of Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine. During her chief residency, she enjoyed 
teaching activities and was an academic role model 
to the students and junior residents.   Dr. Zevallos 
was honored to be offered fellowships in multiple 
specialties at Bronx-Lebanon Hospital Center, but 
ultimately decided on Gastroenterology.  
 She’s been a gastroenterology attending physi-
cian at Southwest Mississippi Regional Medical 
Center for the last five years. She is board certified 
in Internal Medicine and Gastroenterology and is 
a member of the American Medical Association, 
American Gastroenterological Association, American 
College of Gastroenterology and American Society 
for Gastrointestinal Endoscopy.
 “We think there is great demand in Irving for a 
Spanish speaking, female Gastroenterologist,” said 
Jeffry Duke, CPA and Executive Director of M&SCI. 
“We are proud that Dr. Zevallos decided to join 
M&SCI, as we know she had many choices.  She’s 
a huge asset to our practice and the community.” 
 A wife and mother, Dr. Zevallos feels women’s 
gastrointestinal issues have been downplayed over 
the years. Women often have chronic complaints they 
are uncomfortable discussing with their male physi-
cians. In addition to digestive disorders in women, 
her clinical areas of interest include colorectal can-
cer screening, nutrition, functional gastrointestinal 
disorders, gastroesophageal reflux disease, diseases 
of the liver, pancreas and biliary ducts and general 
gastroenterology.   
 A native of Lima, Peru, Dr. Zevallos is married 
to Gabriel Zevallos, MD, an internal medicine physi-
cian.

D r.  Z eva l l o s 
comes to Irving
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508 N. O’Connor Rd.
Irving, TX 75061

Phone: 972-254-2666
Fax: 972-259-7483

10% off
with Coupon

10% off
with Coupon

Catering Service

“Authentic Flavor of Mexico”

OPEN DAILY - 7am Breakfast

425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

IN GOD WE TRUST

Metro (817) 498-7079
310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX

Metro (817) 477-3383

Visit Our Other Locations at 
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Serving Irving For Over 40 Years

For Take Out Call

Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking
All You Can Eat Food
Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

“Where   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”

SPECIALS
EVERY

DAY!

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

  

INTRODUCING
NEW FACES AT MSCI!

Mabel Zevallos, M.D.
Specializing in Gastroenterology

Gabriel Zevallos, M.D.
Specializing in Internal Medicine

•  Top 10% in medical school-
   Universidad Nacional Mayor de San Marcos in  
  Lima, Peru
•  Residency at Bronx Lebanon Hospital Center in  
  New York
•  Certified by American Board of Internal 
  Medicine in Gastroenterology in 2005
•  Bilingual-Spanish and English

•  Honors in clerkships at Universidad Nacional  
  Mayor  de San Marcos of Lima Peru, where he  
  earned his M.D. in 1996
•  Residency at Bronx Lebanon Hospital Center in  
  New York
•  Certified by American Board of Internal 
  Medicine in August of 2003
•  Bilingual-Spanish and English

Call to schedule an appointment today!

972-253-4245972-253-4270
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 350

Irving, TX  75061
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 325

Irving, TX  75061

Provided by Grant M. Farrimond  
 Baylor Medical Center at Ir-
ving recently hosted its annual Can-
cer Survivor’s Luncheon for those 
recently diagnosed, in treatment or 
previously treated for cancer. More 
than 100 Baylor Irving cancer sur-
vivors and their families and loved 
ones attended the event.
Baylor Irving president Cindy 
Schamp said the event’s purpose 
is not only to educate, but also 
celebrate cancer survivors.  
 “This meaningful celebration 
was started seven years ago and 
has been supported each year by 
a grant from the Irving Healthcare 
Foundation,” Schamp said. “At 
Baylor Irving, we join those in our 
community who are celebrating 
their survivorship and honor their 
courage and strength.”
 Sridevi Juvvadi, MD, a medi-
cal oncologist on the medical staff 
at Baylor Irving, headlined the 
event. Dr. Juvvadi, spoke about the 
statistical improvement of long-
term cancer survivorship and gave 
recommendations to managing care 
for all survivors. She was joined 
by Fran DiGiocomo, author of the 
book I’d Rather Do Chemo Than 
Clean Out the Garage.
 “It was touching to have 
many cancer survivors at the 
event,” Schamp said. “We had 
an individual who was a 30-year 
cancer survivor and those who had 

Baylor Irving hosts annual
Cancer Survivor’s Luncheon

recently begun their cancer survi-
vorship journey. At Baylor Irving, 
our entire Cancer Center team is 

dedicated to assisting patients from 
diagnosis, through treatment and 
beyond.”

An Employee Giving Campaign plaque is displayed in the 
Baylor Medical Center at Irving cafeteria of all 950 em-
ployees who donated to the campaign. Trotter expresses his 
gratitude as Chairman of the Irving Healthcare Foundation 
Board for the generosity of the Baylor Irving employees.

Generosity recognized

Source: Irving Hospital Foundation
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A Friendly Biker Church

www.hopeirving.org

Hope Fellowship
At the Pigeon Hole
132 W. Irving Blvd
Irving, TX 75060

Services
Saturday 6:oopm

Sunday 8:45am & 10:45am

214-432-1599214-432-1599214-432-1599

Pastor Dennis King
Leader of the Pack

By Jess Paniszczyn
 Youngsters sporting brightly, 
colored sombreros, backpacks, 
face paint and Band-Aids filled the 
lower portion of the Irving Mall 
during the annual Back to School 
Fiesta on Aug. 12. Volunteers 
and community partners worked 
together to provide school age 
children free immunizations and 
school supplies.
 Medical supplies and vaccina-
tions were provided by Care Van, a 
free, mobile immunization clinic.
 “We have collaboration today 
between Dallas County nurses, 
Irving ISD nurses and the Care Van 
nurses along with all kinds of com-
munity groups and activities,” said 
Beth Stodieck, Dallas Ft. Worth 
area lead nurse for Care Van. “We 
are hoping to see 500 kids today. 
 “Every kid who gets shots 
receives a backpack as they leave. 
The backpacks are filled with el-
ementary school supplies. Ameri-
group gave us a grant, and we were 
able to buy tons of school supplies 
for these kids. When they leave, 
they have pretty much everything 
they need to walk into the school 
door. The people we serve with the 
Care Van program are the neediest 
of the needy.”
 Irving Health Board mem-
ber, David Gutierrez, stressed the 
importance of people working 
together to keep the community 
healthy. 
 “This event is great,” Mr. Guti-

errez said. “Anyone can come here 
and receive free immunizations. 
 “About a year ago they passed 
a law that seventh graders have to 
be immunized, and even some stu-
dents who are entering university 
have to be immunized. There are 
quite a few vaccinations that are 
needed these days. When I started 
school, I got away easy. 
 “Everyone who is working 
here is a volunteer. This is what it 
is all about. We want to make sure 
our citizens are well taken care 
of. The community is the one that 
puts these things into effect. The 
county nurses and school nurses are 
working together and others have 
come to help them out, that is com-
munity involvement. We help each 
other, and the community becomes 
stronger for it.”
 Holly Conner, Assistant Man-
ager of the Irving Mall, believes the 
Back to School Fiesta is important 
to parents and their children. 

 “The mall is very committed to 
the Irving community,” Ms. Conner 
said. “This is an important event, 
because we are able to provide the 
free immunizations for the kids 
before they go back to school. They 
also receive crucial school supplies 
for free. 
 “Some of these families are in 
need of these vaccines so their chil-
dren can go back to school. Some 
of them just can’t afford it. These 
vaccines are very costly for them. 
This is a way we can give back to 
the community. 
 “I think it is important to ac-
knowledge all of the partners who 
worked to put on this event. We 
partnered with the City of Irving, 
Amerigroup Community Care, 
North Lake College, Irving ISD 
and many other local community 
members to put this event on.”

Fiesta provides school
supplies, immunizations

Community partners come together to make the Back to School 
Fiesta a success.  

Provided by Toni Fink
 Forty-six schools across the 
country will start the school year 
with some extra cash as Big Lots 
announced the winners of the 
2010 Lots2Give video contest. 
This year, 113 schools competed 
for a share of $100,000 in cash 
prizes, with the $10,000 grand 
prize going to De Anza Elemen-
tary School in Baldwin Park, CA.  
 Big Lots asked participating 
schools to submit a short video and 
brief essay explaining why their 
school is in need of financial sup-
port. From June 7 through July 5, 
the public voted for their favorite 
video. More than 200,000 votes were 
cast to determine the 46 winners, 
which include one $10,000 grand 
prize and 45 $2,000 first prizes.  
 “Big Lots is dedicated to pro-
grams that give back to the commu-
nities we serve, and the Lots2Give 
program allows us to help schools in 
need of financial support,” said Steve 
Fishman, chairman and CEO. “We 
invited our customers to support an 
important cause, and it was inspiring 
to see the overwhelming response the 
program has received.” 
 The following area schools also 
were named first place prize win-
ners:
-- Brandenburg Elementary School 
in Irving
-- Keyes Elementary School in Irving. 
 The following area schools 
also participated in the Lots2Give 
program:
-- Barbara Cardwell Career Prep in 
Irving
-- Jack E. Singley Academy in 
Irving

-- R. L. Turner High School in Car-
rollton.
 Along with the Lots2Give video 
contest, Big Lots collected in-store 
donations to help the 192 schools 
participating in the Lots2Give pro-
gram. From April 26 through July 5, 
Big Lots customers were invited to 
make $1 or $5 donations at participat-
ing stores. Due to the generosity of 
the public, this initiative raised thou-
sands of dollars to help participating 
schools. 

Big Lots announces 
contest winners

Photo by John Starkey
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“Proudly  Serving  Irving  And  Surrounding  Communities  Since 1933”

IRVING’S ONLY PERPETUAL CARE CEMETERY

(972) 579-1844

1413 E. Irving Blvd.
Irving, TX. 75060

Serenity Niche Columnbarium

 The Carrol l ton-Farmers 
Branch Independent School District 
(C-FB ISD) Board of Trustees ap-
proved the Creekview High School 
principal at the June 24 Work Study 
session. The appointment will be 
for the 2010-2011 school year. 
 J o e  L a P u m a  w i l l  l e a d 
Creekview High School. Mr. 
LaPuma is currently the principal 
at DeWitt Perry Middle School. He 
has worked in C-FB ISD for five 
years. Mr. LaPuma has nineteen 
years of experience in education.  
 Before coming to C-FB ISD, 
Mr. LaPuma served as the assis-

to merge the political side of all 
types of transportation with the 
public side of transportation,” Ms. 
Harrison said. “This conference is 
an excellent venue for both types 
of those folks be it the people who 
are in the industry, the politicians 
and the public in general.
 “It has absolutely been worth 
my while to come here. This is 
about my fourth or fifth year at the 
summit. My boss asks me where I 
want to go every year, so the Irving 
Transportation Summit is first on 
my list. 
 “Through the summit, I learn 
where the transportation industry 
is going, and I learn about projects 
that I should be following in order 
to keep my employees busy, keep 
my boss happy, keep the money 
coming in, and keep us all em-
ployed. 
 “There is a great camaraderie 
also in the networking. Everyone 
is so very friendly. I can come to 
this conference, and I can meet all 
of the cities’ public works direc-
tors, the mayors, everyone in four 
days. Otherwise, I would have to 
drive all over the Dallas Metroplex, 
spend days doing that, coordinating 
meetings with these folks. Or I can 
come here and just network.  
 “I feel this conference is much 
more informative regarding what 
is going to happen in my busi-
ness development region than my 
own organization’s conference. I 
wouldn’t miss this one if I had to 
pay for it myself.”
 Robert Hinkle, Director of 
Corporate Affairs N.T.E. Mobility 
Partners, has seen the summit grow 
over the years. 
 “I have done this transporta-
tion conference from a couple of 
different client perspectives on the 
developer’s side, on the manage-
ment side and on the construction 
side. This is the 13th year of this 
conference. This conference started 
out as just this little transportation 
confab to talk about Texas proj-
ects,” Mr. Hinkle said. “It has 

grown. I think there are 44 states 
and 15 countries represented.
 “There is a lot of focus on 
high speed rail in this conference 
as it has developed over the years. 
It is certainly a worthy, futuristic, 
mass transportation subject to talk 
about. But intermingled with all of 
that here is where we want to be in 
the next decade or two. 
 “This conference gives us 
the opportunity to sit down with 
transportation folks from Georgia, 
Florida, Washington, California, 
Missouri, Arizona and all over the 
country. They not only want to 
know the details of how the proj-
ects work, but most of these cities 
and states are asking what their 
next steps should be. 
 “I don’t consider talking in 
conferences like this a waste of 
time. I consider it a very positive 
environment for transportation ex-
perts to get together and share their 
ideas. That is the only way you are 
going to make something happen,” 
he said. 
 John Danish, the DART Board 
Vice Chair, believes Texans can 
make high speed rail a reality in 
the near future.
 “The summit is a great op-
portunity to bring some of the best 
minds in transportation at one loca-
tion,” Mr. Danish said. “We have 
common challenges and problems 
we need to discuss with each other 
and try to find the best solution. 
In these difficult times, the money 
needs to be used most prudently 
and efficiently. 
 “The Senator (Kay Bailey 
Hutchison) gave a great speech 
today about how Texas is a little bit 
behind in the high speed rail race. 
California and Florida are ahead 
of us again. When you look at the 
future of Texas and the growth of 
our population, we are going to be 
like a California. We can’t afford 
not to begin to address the issues 
of high speed rail. 
 “I believe the golden triangle 
between Dallas, San Antonio and 
Houston, the very triangle that 

made Southwest Airlines, is prob-
ably one of the most economically, 
viable, high speed rail corridors 
anywhere in the country. 
 “Imagine the productivity that 
is being lost going through the se-
curity checks at the airport, getting 
your bags in before 40 minutes and 
waiting. Add up all human time of 
energy and production and tell me 
high speed rail wouldn’t be a real 
viable alternative mode for our 
country. We put too many eggs in 
the airline basket. 
 “We can do this. We did it 
with the interstate highway system, 
and we can do it with high speed 
rail.”
 Ultimately, Irving benefits 
directly and indirectly from hosting 
the summit. 
 “We have a really interesting 
mix of people that are here,” said 
Maura Gast, Executive Director of 

the Irving Convention and Visitors 
Bureau. “You certainly have the 
political side of it. We have a lot of 
those federally appointed officials. 
We have state and local officials. 
 “You have a lot of contractors 
who provided services for road 
construction or engineering. Rep-
resentatives from some of the major 
airports are here. We have a lot of 
high speed rail related providers. 
With new vehicles and equipment, 
that whole industry is evolving. 
 “Like in any other kind of busi-
ness meeting, you have buyers and 
sellers, lobbyists and deal makers. 
It is always a really good conflu-
ence of a lot of different kinds of 
people. 
 “This summit helps us amplify 
for people our location, our require-
ments and those of the general 
DFW area as well. People fly into 
DFW Airport. They see what the 

airport needs and has. They use 
our freeways to get here, so they 
see the situation there. Sitting here 
at the Omni Mandalay, you can 
see DART’s Orange rail under 
construction and the people mover 
system in Las Colinas. You can see 
significant transit oriented devel-
opment projects like Water Street 
being constructed in coordination 
with those rail lines. So you really 
get to see this whole confluence of 
transportation needs and systems 
coming together. 
 “From the City’s standpoint 
when we go to Washington to make 
our case for the federal funding we 
need, we are no longer a generic 
face in a sea of generic requests. 
They have been here and seen how 
the city works and how the region 
works. I think it makes it much 
easier to tell our story that way,” 
she said. 

Mayors from around the country take part in the Mayors Roundtable discussion at the annual 
Transportation Summit. Participants include, Mayor Cook of El Paso, Mayor Perrodin of Compton, 
CA, Mayor Gears of Irving, Mayor Smith of Maricopa, AZ, Mayor Trevino of North Richland Hills, 
and Mayor Hays.

By Jess Paniszczyn
 During Irving’s annual Trans-
portation and Infrastructure Sum-
mit, Mayor Herbert Gears hosted 
a Mayors Roundtable. A panel of 
Mayors including Mayor John 
Cook of El Paso, Mayor Eric Per-
rodin of Compton, CA, Mayor 
Anthony Smith of Maricopa, AZ, 
Mayor Oscar Trevino of North 
Richland Hills, and Mayor Patrick 
Hays of North Little Rock, AR.
 The mayors discussed trans-
portation problems in their respec-
tive cities including urban sprawl, 
lack of infrastructure to cope with 
hyper growth, expanding highways 
and using transportation thorough-
fares to improve a city’s image.

 “I want to congratulate Irving 
for continuing in light of these hard 
economic times to put this confer-
ence on,” Mayor Trevino said. “I 
think the panel of speakers you 
continue to have at the luncheons 
and the breakfasts throughout the 
conference is fantastic. It is a ser-
vice not only to Irving and the state 
of Texas, but you perform a service 
of great value to the nation.”
 “The summit is a great op-
portunity for us to collaborate with 
people who want to or are making 
a difference in transportation in the 
United States and even beyond,” 
Mayor Smith said. “I believe will 
have an impact on all of North 
America.”

 “We can’t depend on any one 
mode of transportation whether it 
be water, road or air,” Mayor Hays 
said. “We have got to look at all of 
the approaches we have and share 
with our constituents, because we 
are obligated. We have got to start 
yelling. We have got to start holler-
ing. We have got to start demand-
ing.”
 “This Transportation and 
Infrastructure Summit is just fan-
tastic,” said Mayor Perrodin. “To 
be on the stage with such a dis-
tinguished panel coming from the 
city of Compton where we are just 
a little pebble between Long Beach 
and Los Angeles is an honor.”

Mayors speak about transportation 
challenges at summit roundtable

Continued from page 1

Best minds in transportation exchange ideas at summit

tant principal at Stephen F. Austin 
Middle School in the Irving ISD. 
He was an ESL teacher and coach 
at Chester W. Nimitz High School 
in Irving ISD for six years and at 
North Dallas High School in Dal-
las ISD for one year. Mr. LaPuma 
was a physical education teacher 
and coach at Lincoln Junior High 
School in El Paso ISD for two 
years. Mr. LaPuma has a Master’s 
degree in Educational Administra-
tion from the University of North 
Texas as well as a Bachelor’s de-
gree from the University of Texas 
at El Paso.  

C-FB ISD announces 
Creekview principal

Photo by John Starkey
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Memorials
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Memories Flowers

OBITUARIES
mary Lou riCe 

Mary Lou Rice, 
of Irving, passed 
away Sunday, 
August 8, 2010.  
She was born 
May 22, 1938 

in Dallas. Survivors include her 
husband Troy Rice of Irving; son 
Lonny Rice and wife Philieza of 
Irving; brother Johnny Roper; 
sisters Mickey Wile and Sandra 
Roper; grandchildren Joshua Cole 
Rice, Heather Marie Melton, Laura 
Lou Rice; and great grand-daughter 
Hope Marie Alcantar.  Funeral 
services were held at 10 AM Thurs-
day, August 12, 2010 at Brown’s 
Memorial Chapel with Pastor Jody 
Nichols officiating. Burial followed 
at Oak Grove Memorial Gardens. 
The family received friends 6-8 PM 
Wednesday, August 11, 2010.

Janet turner

JohnSton 
Janet  Turner 
Johns ton ,  o f 
Mineola for 15 
years, and for-
merly of Irving, 
passed  away 
Monday, August 

9, 2010. She was born April 21, 
1928 to Ural Anderson Turner and 
Ota Bullington Turner in Hartford 
TN. She was a member of the Ir-
ving Women’s Bowling Assoc., the 

Mineola League of Arts, and was 
a Lifetime Member of the Texas 
PTA. Janet was preceded in death 
by her parents; her brother Jet Turn-
er; and sisters Irma Turner Brown 
and Bain Turner. She is survived by 
her husband of over 57 years, Wil-
liam K. Johnston;  sons Kenneth 
Patterson and wife Carla of Corpus 
Christi, William K. Johnston, Jr. 
and wife Lori of Euless, and Daryl 
Johnston of Euless; grandchildren 
Shawn Patterson, Myria Patterson, 
Brett Patterson, Jesse Patterson, 
and Melissa Johnston; great grand-
children Nydia Patterson, Devon 
Patterson and Zye Butler. The 
family received friends at Brown’s 
Memorial Funeral Home on Thurs-
day, August12, 2010 from 6-8 PM, 
with a service at 7 PM. A committal 
service took place on Friday, Au-
gust 13, 2010 at 9:30 AM at DFW 
National Cemetery in Dallas.

John (Johnny)
GaLen york

John (Johnny) 
Galen York, lov-
ing son, brother 
a n d  d e v o t e d 
friend, passed 
away on August 
6, 2010. He was 

born January 2, 1960. Preceded in 
death by his grandparents, Abe and 
Ruthe and young Jillian, whom he 
loved like a daughter. Survivors 

include his parents Suzanne and 
Daniel; biological father, Richard; 
sisters Amanda, Michelle and 
Rhonda; brother Ray; nieces and 
nephews; as well as many other 
loving family members and friends 
and his beloved pet Major Tom 
(his “boo boo bear”). Memorial 
Service will be Saturday, August 
14 at 11am at Our Savior Lutheran 
Church, 411 North Town East 
Boulevard, Mesquite (972) 226-
0510. In lieu of flowers, the family 
request memorial contributions be 
made to NTFC at (972) 241-9100 
(Twyla or Roman) 

euGenio

ZavaLa PereZ 
Eugenio Zavala Perez, of Irving, 
passed away Thursday, August 5, 
2010. He was born November 15, 
1929 in Dallas. Funeral services 
were held at 10 AM Monday, Au-
gust 9, 2010 at Brown’s Memorial 
Chapel. 

tammy Lynn huerta 
Tammy Lynn Huerta, of Irving, 
passed away August 3, 2010. She 
was born July 5, 1961 in Canton, 
Ohio. Funeral services were held at 
10 AM Tuesday, August 10, 2010 
at St. Luke’s Catholic Church in 
Irving. Burial followed at DFW 
National Cemetery in Dallas. 
Arrangements made by Brown’s 
Memorial Funeral Home.

Provided by Tricia Adams
 Jessica Dawn Boudria, 14, of 
Grand Prairie and formerly from 
Irving, was crowned the 2010 Na-
tional Today’s Girl Humanitarian 
Leader during competition in Plano 
Aug. 1. 
 Jessica was awarded the Presi-
dent’s Lifetime Call to Service 
Award last year for earning over 
4,000 hours of community service 
through her organization, Teddy 
Bears for Troopers, but has over 
8,000 hours that she accumulated 
during approximately four years of 
service. 
 “We sort of lost count after 
8,000 and don’t keep up with my 
own hours anymore,” she said. 
“Now we encourage others to be 
Teddy Bear Girls, hold bear drives, 
and earn their own community ser-
vice hours.” 
 All participants in the Today’s 
Girl Youth Organization are required 
to perform a minimum of eight hours 
of volunteer community service 
each year. 
 “When I first started in Today’s 
Girl, no one would let me do com-

munity service for them because I 
was only nine years old, and they 
considered me to be too young,” 
Boudria said. “So, I decided to 
organize my own project and that 
is when I started Teddy Bears for 
Troopers.”
 Jessica is the founder of the 
organization, which collects teddy 
bears for Texas State Troopers and 
other police organizations to give to 
children in crisis. There are groups 
that hold teddy bear drives, but Jes-
sica has the only formal organiza-
tion in Texas with the primary goal 
of collecting teddy bears for law 
enforcement.
 Jessica started the project just 
for the competition, but has found 
community support far beyond her 
expectations. 
 “People that I don’t know will 
just call or email and tell me that 
they are doing a teddy bear drive,” 
she said. “That is so encouraging 
because it shows that people want to 
help the troopers who work so hard 
to protect and serve the public.” 
 Jessica is always willing to go 
to group meetings or businesses and 

explain the program. She usually 
picks up the bears in person. 
 “There have been drives held 
by Prudential, DFW Extreme Cheer, 
the Irving Girls Cheerleader As-
sociation, Parker College of Chi-
ropractic, First Christian Church in 
Duncanville, and Travis and Whitt 
Elementary Schools in Grand Prai-
rie, to name a few,” she said.
 Jessica was also named the 
National Teen Princess during the 
competition, second only to the 
overall Teen Queen, Victoria Burton 
of Louisville, MS. Jessica performed 
a flute solo to “No Good Deed” from 
Wicked for the talent competition. 
She was awarded three national 
crowns and seven trophies during 
the week, including National Teen 
Photogenic, a second photogenic 
award, the Teen Division Humani-
tarian Award, 1st Alternate to Dream 
Teen, and the Teen Academic Award. 
Jessica will be a freshman this year 
at South Grand Prairie High School 
and a flutist in the South Grand Prai-
rie High School Warrior Band. She 
was a longtime resident of Irving, 
attended W.T. Hanes Elementary 

School, and was coached by Sabrina 
Ragland in the Irving Girls’ Cheer-
leader Association for five years.
 Today’s Girl is a certifying 
organization for the President’s 
Volunteer Service Awards, which is 
an initiative of the Corporation for 
National Community Service and is 
administered by the Points of Light 
Institute. Today’s Girl has awarded 
over $15,000 in educational scholar-
ships and participants have accumu-
lated more than 41,000 community 
service hours since its inception. 

Girls who perform at least 50 hours 
of community service activity are 
awarded the bronze award, and 
silver, gold, and lifetime awards are 
available at higher hour levels. The 
organization is a youth program for 
young ladies with a primary goal 
of developing tomorrow’s leaders. 
Girls 18 and younger compete in 
divisions, including party dress/eve-
ning gown, casual wear, interview, 
beauty, talent, and several optionals, 
such as the humanitarian, academic, 
and scholarship competitions. 

Girl crowned national humanitarian leader
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THE EXPENDABLES    R
12:15    2:45    5:15    7:45    10:15

*“EAT, PRAY, LOVE”    PG13
12:25    3:40    6:55    10:00

* THE OTHER GUYS    PG13
1:40    4:50    7:25    10:05
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1:35    4:25    7:05    9:55
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DISPICABLE ME 3D    PG
12:15    2:35    4:55    7:15    9:35

Don’t just go to the movies GO HOLLYWOOD

August 13 - August 19
# SCOTT PIGRAM VS
THE WORLD    PG13

12:20    3:30    7:15    10:10

CATS AND DOGS:
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KITTY GALORE 3D    PG
12:40    2:50    5:00    7:30    9:45

DINNER FOR SCHMUCKS    PG13
1:45    4:30    7:20    10:05
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1:20    4:40    7:10    9:40

RAMONA AND BEEZUS    G
1:30    4:00    6:40    9:10

INCEPTION    PG13
1:50    5:30    9:00

Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater
# NO PASSES * FULLY RESTRICTED

Why wait in lines?
PURCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

Provided by Hank Tatum
 Uplift Education’s charter 
schools posted their best account-
ability results yet with 12 Exem-
plary, two Recognized and one 
Academically Acceptable school 
ratings from the Texas Education 
Agency. 
 Uplift students outpaced the 
state on the percent achieving 
Commended status for all 27 
subject-grade combinations tested 
through TAKS. The Commended 
status is considered a better indica-
tor of college-readiness for students 
than simply passing TAKS. The 
accountability ratings are based 
on the 2010 administration of the 
Texas Assessment of Knowledge 
and Skills (TAKS).

“Our teachers, campus leaders and 
staff have been working diligently 
to advance student achievement, 
not because we want our students to 
be able to pass TAKS, but because 
we are committed to continuing our 
track record of having 100 percent 
of Uplift graduates accepted to col-
lege.”
 The percentage of students 
achieving Commended status 
increased on both the Math and 
Science portions of TAKS, with 
45 percent of students Commended 
in Math and 38 percent of students 
Commended in Science. Both sub-
jects showed marked improvements 
at the 10th grade level specifically 

Uplift Education schools receive ratings from TEA
 The percentage of Uplift stu-
dents passing portions of the 2010 
administration of the TAKS test 
increased in every subject over 
2009 tests, and Commended rates 
improved in four of the five subject 
areas. More importantly, there were 
significant improvements in the 
areas of Math and Science. Uplift 
invested significant time and re-
sources in these subject areas based 
on internal data and testing that 
showed that students were enter-
ing Uplift schools with significant 
deficiencies in these subjects.
 “When we look at TAKS scores 
at Uplift, we’re really focusing on 
the Commended rates because that 
better indicates college-readiness,” 
said Uplift CEO Yasmin Bhatia. 

with double-digit improvements 
in both passing and Commended 
rates.
 “Our TAKS scores and ac-
countability ratings reinforce our 
intent to bring college-readiness to 
underserved students,” said Laura 
Cobb, Chief of Schools for Uplift 
Education. “When you compare 
our Commended rates, and you 
see that our students are out pacing 
the state by 10 or more points on 
two-thirds of the tests, and by 13 to 
26 points on all the math tests, that 
confirms that Uplift is truly moving 
toward college access and success 
for all students.” 
 Peak Preparatory, Uplift’s old-

est urban campus, particularly stood 
out in its TAKS results exceeding 
neighboring schools’ passing rates 
on 26 of 27 areas and Commended 
rates on 25 of 27 areas.  
 North Hills Prep, Uplift’s old-
est campus and the 14th best high 
school in America according to 
Newsweek magazine, surpassed the 
State average Commended rate by 
double-digits in every area, except 
8th grade Math, where it exceeded 
the State by 8 points. On 4th grade 
Math, North Hills meaningfully 
exceed the State’s Commended 
rate by 52 points. North Hills Prep 
Primary, Middle and High schools 
all received an Exemplary rating.



August 14, 2010The Irving Rambler 972-870-1992 Page 11

Mungles 
on Movies

Matt is a member of the North Texas 
Film Critics Association (NTFCA) 
and hosts the weekly syndicated Indie 
Rock Radio Show Spin 180. Plus with 
his wife Cindy they do a weekly radio 
feature, The Mungles on Movies. For 
additional reviews and interview 
clips visit www.mungleshow.com.
 Opinions expressed in any com-
mentary are those of the writer, and 
not necessarily those of The Irving 
Rambler, the publisher, editor, or any 
staff member.

By Matt Mungle
Title: The Expendables
Rated: R
 The Expendables is the perfect 
homage to the 80’s action films some 
of us grew up on. Wafer thin script, 
horrible acting and low budget spe-
cial effects. It has them all. 
 It is only the most die hard ac-
tion fan that will be able to suffer 
through this one without at least one 
eye roll or audible sign of frustration. 
I had to laugh at the attempts made to 

deliver lines that were supposed to be 
dramatic but come off as humorous 
in light of the overall production. 
 The meager plot line revolves 
around a group of mercenaries 
hired by some random guy to go 
into a country and overthrow its 
military leader and some American 
drug cartel. Led by an aged Barney 
Ross (Sylvester Stallone) these five 
washed up misfits decide to go up 
against impossible odds to reclaim 
a bit of lost honor. With everything 

stacked against them they rely on the 
one thing that made action hero’s in 
the 80’s a success. If it moves shoot 
it, if it is inanimate; blow it up. 
 The main draw to this film is 
the only thing that makes it worth 
watching and that is seeing all the 
familiar faces that graced the action 
genre in its glory days. Jet Li, Dolph 
Lundgren, Steve Austin, and others 
make this a homecoming of sorts. 
Like great blues festivals that bring 
together the BB Kings and John Lee 
Hookers of the music world, The 
Expendables accomplishes at least 
that. At the same time, it is sad to 
watch them try and run and jump. 
Even speaking seems to be hard for 
these guys who took too many sucker 
punches in their careers. I think I 
understood maybe one word from 
Lundgren and Stallone slurred and 
slobbered his way through most of 
the dialogue. 
 All of this would be bearable if 
there had been an inkling of a decent 
storyline or some sort of camaraderie 
among the cast. These guys are sup-
posed to have served together for 
years yet they seem so awkward and 
uncomfortable around each other. 
The banter and attempts at buddy 
moments seem stiff and rehearsed. 
The plot is shallow and so riddled 
with holes that after a while you stop 
caring. It is rumored that Jean-Claude 
Van Damme was offered a role, but 
he turned it down claiming that there 
was no substance in the character. 
You know that has to be bad. Granted 
these films where never huge on story 
arcs, but this was pathetic. The only 
saving grace in the film is a couple 
of fun cameos and Mickey Rourke as 
a philosophical tattoo artist. 
 It is rated R for strong action and 
bloody violence throughout, and for 
some language. The main issue is of 
course the violence. The language 
is rather tame considering they had 
freedom to slather it on if needed. 

There are lots, and I mean lots, of 
gun fights, knife fights, fist fights, 
and even a lovers spat. So keep that 
in mind when making your box office 
selection. 
 Sadly I can only give this 2 out 
of 5 knee braces. I wanted it to be 
great, and I looked forward to seeing 
all the guys together in one film. But 
the end result was just hard to watch. 
I have a feeling Schwarzenegger is 
feeling pretty good about his career 
decisions about now. So says Matt 
Mungle. 
Review copyright 2010

Mungleshow Productions.
Used by Permission.

Stallone, Schwarzenegger and the
gang fall flat in The Expendables
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A business activity report by the
Irving Economic Development Partnership.

BiZ BriefS

From left to right: AAMCO owner Ken Suri, Mayor Herbert Gears, and Irving 
City Councilman Roy Santoscoy.

Longtime Irving Retailer, AAMCO
Transmissions, Opens New Shop 

 On Thursday, August 12, AAMCO 
Transmissions celebrated its Grand 

Opening with a ribbon cutting at its new 
location: 1100 West LBJ 

Freeway. While the location 
is brand new, AAMCO is 

certainly not new to Irving. 
The provider of brakes, tune-

ups, transmission and auto 
services has been located 

at 501 West Second Street 
for 42 years. Ken Suri has 

owned and operated the 
franchise for the last 20 of these 42 years. 
An outstanding corporate citizen for more

com/victorygarden . Frito Lay, a key busi-
ness unit within PepsiCo, operates a large 
manufacturing center in Irving.
  
IRVING HEALTHCARE FOUNDA-
TION AND CHAMBER’S SENIOR 

SERVICES ALLIANCE HELP 
COMBAT HEART FAILURE. 

John Drake, president of the Irving Health-
care Foundation, has announced that the 
foundation recently received anonymous 
gifts from two donors. The two donations 
totaled $750, which allowed the foundation 
to purchase 75 bathroom scales for heart 
failure patients at Baylor Medical Center 
at Irving.  The Chamber’s Senior Services 
Alliance will host a live and silent auction 
from 4:30 - 7:30 pm on August 19, 2010 at 
Aspen Catering / the Studios at Las Colinas 
to raise funds to purchase additional scales 
to help in the battle against congestive heart 
failure. The group currently is seeking items 
and service donations for the auction. Sports 
tickets, restaurant packages, gift cards and 
other items all still needed. To donate an item 
for the auction, contact the Irving Healthcare 
Foundation at 972-579-4391. 
 

IRVING CARES EARNS
4-STAR RATING. 

Irving Cares has announced it has received 
a 4-star rating from Charity Navigator, 
America’s largest charity evaluator, for 
sound fiscal management. The nonprofit 
has also consistently achieved United Way’s 
No. 1 top stewardship rating for fiduciary 
management and board oversight.

“AAMCO boasts a 
long and rich history 

in Irving,” said Mayor 
Herbert Gears. “We 
are pleased they will 
continue that history 

at this wonderful, new 
location.”

VERIZON OFFERS FREE HIGH 
SPEED INTERNET SERVICE TO 

SMALL BUSINESSES.
 Verizon has announced a new promotion 
for small-business customers in Irving. The 
company, an employer of approximately 
7,000 in Irving, is giving back to the local 
small business community by offering free 
Verizon High Speed Internet for Business 
service for one year for those customers sign-
ing up before August 21. To learn more, visit 
www.verizon.com/smallbusiness . 
 

FIRST FEMALE
GASTROENTEROLOGIST JOINS 

IRVING PRACTICE. 
The Medical & Surgical Clinic of Irving 
has announced that Mabel Zevallos, MD is 
joining their team of medical and surgical 
specialists. Zevallos becomes the first and 
only female gastroenterologist in Irving.
 

FABULOUSLY FRUGALE
RELOCATES WITHIN

HERITAGE CROSSING. 
Fabulously Frugale Boutique has relocated 
to a new location in Heritage Crossing. The 
shop, formerly located at 124 S. Main Street, 
opened Saturday, August 7, at its new home: 
105 S. Main Street. The store offers unique 
fashion, accessories and jewelry and it is 
open Wednesday through Friday from 11:00 
to 5:30 p.m. and Saturdays from 11:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. 

SALVATION ARMY COMMUNITY 
CENTER IN IRVING UP FOR FOR 

PEPSICO GRANT.
 The Salvation Army Community Center in 
Irving is up for a $50,000 grant for its “Vic-
tory Garden” project from PepsiCo through 
the Pepsi Refresh Project - an initiative 
which gives away $1.3 million each month to 
fund “good ideas” as voted by the public. The 
Salvation Army hopes to create an organic 
garden and farmers market for after-school 
and day campers ages 6-12 to teach children 
about growing natural, organic vegetables, 
eating healthy and giving back to the com-
munity. To vote for the Salvation Army, visit 
the contest web site: www.refresheverything.

than four decades, AAMCO, has over 
that time built a large and loyal customer 
base – many of whom packed the lobby 

alongside friends, family and 
Irving business leaders.    To 
learn more about AAMCO, 
visit www.aamco.com. To 
learn more about the benefits 
of membership such as host-
ing a ribbon cutting for your 
business, please contact your 
Chamber of Commerce by 
calling 214.217.8484 or visit-

ing www.irvingchamber.com.

AAMCO’s new location at 1100 West Lyndon B Johnson Freeway in Irving.


