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By Jess Paniszczyn
Through the code enforce-

ment department, the City is work-
ing to bring all of Irving’s more
than 500 apartment complexes up
to a basic level of standards. Va-
cate orders are issued to complexes
for failure to meet building stan-
dards, having utilities such as wa-
ter disconnected, natural disaster
such as a fire, and repeated crimi-
nal activity.

“Properties that are 30 to 40
years old are faced with mainte-

nance challenges,” Gary Miller,
director of Irving’s Inspections De-
partment, said. “Unless the owner
or management company is proac-
tive and keep those properties
maintained, they will just start
wearing out. The ones that are not
doing a good job are the ones that
come to our attention.

“We have two apartments that
are fenced right now. The Villa
Martinique Apartments had sew-
age under the buildings, and it
wasn’t getting cleaned up. They

were in an unsanitary situation.
“The second fenced property

is King’s Manor. There was a two
to three year process where an
owner sold the property to another
owner then ended up getting it
back. During that time, the owner
did not respond to the maintenance
challenges.

“Chivas Square Apartments is
under a vacate order right now.
They just are not taking care of
business. When it is illustrated to
them and they are told that they
must get this back to the Building
and Standards commission, and
they don’t comply. Then the com-
mission has to take it to the next

step. The vacate order is for the end
of August, two more weeks,” he
said.

Councilman Rick Stopfer said
the city council has been weigh-
ing options to help displaced ten-
ants relocate to safer, higher qual-
ity apartments.

By Jess Paniszczyn
City representatives joined

community members and the Parks
and Recreation Department in a
celebration to rename West Park
Recreation Center to the Georgia
Farrow Recreation Center – West
Park. The City Council approved
the renaming of the recreation cen-
ter by resolution on May 8.

“There are so many people
who contribute to a community, but
there are only a few who make a
significant difference,” Paul
Gooch, community programs man-
aging director, said. “In listening
to the recommendations of the
community and their desires and
learning about Mrs. Farrow’s ef-
forts, she is truly someone who
should be appreciated and recog-
nized.

“She helped secure the land
for the recreation center. She
helped with the beginnings of the
school programs and recreation
programs. Those efforts ultimately
led to the building of this recre-
ation center. She truly belonged
and represented the community
well. Mrs. Farrow had a vision,
and the staff and the city is doing
a good job of carrying that on.”

Mrs. Farrow, a community ac-
tivist and former Parks and Recre-
ation Advisory Board member,
died on Dec. 28, 2004. Nancy
Singletary, a personal friend of
Mrs. Farrow, provided details of

Mrs. Farrow’s life and worked to
have the recreation center’s name
changed.

“The idea came from Georgia
to have a recreation center in the
community for the seniors and the
children, so they would have some
place to go,” Ms. Singletary said.
“We started working from that
point and took the idea to Mr.
Enlow, who was the Parks and
Recreation Director. He told us to
put everything down in writing,
don’t leave out anything, and we
would work on it from there.

“We got everything we asked
for with the exception of a swim-

ming pool inside the center.
“If Georgia was here, she

would say, ‘You didn’t have to do
that.’ She was just that type of a
person. She would have loved the
idea of having the center named
after her, but it is not something
she would have put forward,” she
said.

Mrs. Farrow’s son, Ronald
Cooks, participated in the naming
ceremony.

“I think she and her siblings
are up there looking down smil-
ing. They are all rejoicing,” Mr.
Cooks said.
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By Jess Paniszczyn
For sale signs pop up in neigh-

borhoods across Irving like daisies.
Behind many of those signs and
the empty homes they promote,
lurks the grim reality of foreclo-
sure.

Each such property holds its
own sad story of broken dreams
and a family in crisis. Lost jobs,
medical programs, divorce and a
myriad of other personal and fi-
nancial problems added to the dif-
ficulties of aggressive lenders,
questionable lending practices,
ballooning interest rates and over-
extended budgets have done their
part to add to this growing national
problem.

A total of 925,986 foreclosure
filings — default notices, auction
sale notices and bank repossessions
— were reported on 573,397 prop-
erties nationwide during the first
six months of this year, up more
than 30% from the previous six-
month period and up more than
55% from the first six months of
2006, according to RealityTrac’s
Midyear 2007 U.S. Foreclosure
Market Report released on July 30.
The report also shows a foreclo-
sure rate of one foreclosure filing
for every 134 U.S. households for
the first half of the year.

“Despite a slight drop in June,
foreclosure activity shows no sign
of slowing down,” James J.
Saccacio, chief executive officer of
RealtyTrac, said. “Based on the
rate of foreclosure activity in the
first half of 2007, we could easily
surpass 2 million foreclosure fil-
ings by the end of the year, which
would represent a year-over-year
increase of over 65 percent.”

Justice of the Peace Bob
Whitney who presides over Pre-
cinct 4, Place 2, which encom-
passes DeSoto, Duncanville, Irv-
ing, Grand Prairie and Coppell.

“Over the past three years
there has been an increase in the
number of post-foreclosure evic-
tions. I would say that nine years
ago we would have maybe one
post-foreclosure eviction a month
or one every two to three months.
Now we are having eight to ten a

week, up to sometimes 20 a week,”
Judge Whitney said.

“The most valuable foreclo-
sure price for a property was over
$700,000 and they go down to un-
der $40,000. The majority of the
ones we see are in the $100,000 to
$200,000 bracket. We also have
quite a few in the $200,000 to the
$300,000 bracket. These cases
touch the entire scope of the com-
munity.

The defendants Judge
Whitney sees in his courtroom on
post foreclosure evictions represent
every segment of the community.

“A good percentage of the
post-foreclosure proceedings are
default, so we never see the defen-
dant. The ones we see, if you saw
them on the street, there is noth-
ing to indicate this person would
be someone who would be in court
to be evicted from their home. They
are usually well dressed, and they
are normally just here to see what
the procedure is that they need to
make plans for the rest of their
lives.

“It is not any class of people
or ethnic group. It is across the
board. I have seen through this that
bad circumstances don’t make bad
people,” Judge Whitney said.

Nationwide, Texas ranked 14th

on RealityTrac’s U.S. Foreclosure
Market Statistics by State - Jan to
Jun 2007 with 69,471 foreclosure
filings, which represents one fil-
ing for every 130 households. Fort
Worth/Arlington had 13,221 fore-
closure filings in the first six
months of this year, which repre-
sents one filing for every 57 house-
holds. Dallas had 23,284 foreclo-
sure filings in the first six months,
which represents one filing for ev-
ery 65 households.

RealtyTrac publishes the larg-
est and most comprehensive na-
tional database of foreclosure and
bank-owned properties, with over
1 million properties from nearly
2,500 counties across the country,
and is the foreclosure data provider
to MSN Real Estate, Yahoo! Real
Estate and The Wall Street
Journal’s Real Estate Journal.
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See CITY, Page 4

Honoring Irving’s history, Dwight Pinnix, Nancy Singletary, Allan Meagher, Dixie Caraway, Ronald
Cooks and Paul Gooch celebrate West Park Recreation Center’s name change to Georgia Farrow
Recreation Center – West.
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POLICE & FIRE
Robbery: 08-
09-07 at 2:20
a.m.  Two males
d e m a n d e d
money from the
clerk at 7-
Eleven, 3401 N.
Story Rd., while

one of the suspects pretended to
have a handgun under his
shirt. The clerk told the suspects
she didn’t have any money. Both
men jumped over the counter, but
couldn’t figure out how to open the
register. One of the suspects was
holding a towel and wiped every-
thing down before they fled on foot
without stealing any property.

Shooting: 08-10-07 at 2:46 a.m.
The complainant was walking in
the 800 block of N. Irving Heights
when a maroon SUV occupied by
three males pull up next to him.
One of the occupants pulled out a
chrome/black handgun and fired a
shot at him. The round went
through the left side of
complainant’s jaw and exited
through the right side. He ran to
an associate’s residence who gave
him a ride to Parkland. The
complainant’s injuries are not life
threatening.
 
Stabbing: 08-11-07 at 1:32 a.m.
Officers were dispatched to Baylor

Irving Hospital on a stabbing vic-
tim. The complainant had been
stabbed two times in the chest
puncturing a lung. The complain-
ant and a witness were at the hos-
pital when the suspect showed up
with injuries as well. The fight oc-
curred in the 2500 block of Rutgers
over a girl and when they were
fighting the suspect stabbed the
complainant. The suspect’s inju-
ries were minor and he was ar-
rested.      
 
Aggravated Assault: 08-12-07 at
5:15 p.m.  Two riders/skateboard-
ers collided at the Lively Park
Skate Park. One of the riders
pulled a knife and threatened three
people at the park. The victims fled
on foot with the suspect chasing
them. No one was injured.

Burglary: 08-14-07 at 9:00 a.m.
Complainant was at home in the
5300 block of N. MacArthur Blvd.
when he heard suspect knock on
his door and his dead bolt was
manipulated causing it to spring
open. Complainant made noise
and suspect fled. An officer located
the suspect a few blocks away. Sus-
pect made a statement admitting
her actions and had key blanks in
her possession. She was arrested.
CID conducting follow up investi-
gation.

Ambulances went into overload twice.
Ambulances went into overload twice.
Special Ops was a Haz-Mat Mutual Aid response to Coppell

equipment on location for over two hours.
Ambulances went into overload three times.
Ambulances went into overload twice.

Irving Fire Department responded to 273 incidents.
The Fire incidents

65 Miscellaneous Fire
        and Rescue Calls
  4 Structure Fires
  3 Special Operations
  3   Vehicle Fires

Comments:

Medical calls
16 Major Accidents
75 Major Medical
20 Heart Attacks
34 Difficulty Breathing
36 Trauma Related
17 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary Aug 9 - 15, 2007

08-09:

08-14:

08-11:
08-13:

08-15:

Over 20 years of service in the community

972-790-6315
M-Th 9-6:30    F 9-6    Sat 9:30-6    Sun closed

(Story & Grauwyler intersection next to Kroger)
1600 N. Story Rd. Ste. 616, Irving

*excludes food & sale items

any* product15% OFF

“Quality Vitamins at down to Earth Prices!”

COUPON

 everyday10% OFF

Margaret’s Corner
Hi Irving!

S i n c e
it’s almost time
for school to
start, I’m glad
the Texas De-
partment of State

Health Services (DSHS) chose
August as the “National Immuni-
zation Awareness Month.” The
DSHS is asking everyone to get
vaccinated against pertussis (com-
monly known as whooping cough);
it continues to be a health threat
in Texas. Pertussis runs in three
cycles. In 2005 we had the third
year of a cycle with 2,224 cases and
nine deaths. Eight of the deaths
were infants younger than two
months old. Thankfully, in 2006
the number of cases went down to
953, of which 248 were infants
under one year old. The number
of deaths also decreased. There was
only one death in 2006— still one
too many.

Since babies cannot get the
immunization immediately, we can

protect them by ensuring everyone
around them gets vaccinated. In-
fants get pertussis from older chil-
dren and adults. To protect these
precious gifts from God, contact
your health care provider to deter-
mine when it is medically recom-
mended for you and your family to
be vaccinated.

In 2005 Tdap was recom-
mended and licensed for older chil-
dren and adults. Tdap is a new
vaccine against Tetanus, diphthe-
ria and pertussis. Current vaccina-
tions are required for all children
attending school. Obtain more in-
formation by calling 1-800-252-
9152 or e-mail at
www.immunizetexas.com. You

may also call Markel Rojas at 512-
458-711 ext. 6451 or e-mail
markel.rojas@dshs.state.tx.us

Have a great school year. Be
sure to attend your church’s back
to school service. If you don’t have
one, you are invited to attend Cal-
vary Church’s “back to school”
service at 9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m
on Sunday, Aug. 29. Calvary
Church is on Hwy 161 and Wal-
nut Hill. Both services will feature
prayer for all students and faculty.
See you there.
Praying to make a difference.
Attend Church Sunday.
God Bless You.

Margaret Lopez is an indepen-
dent writer for the Irving Rambler.  An
Irving resident for more than 12 years,
she and her husband have been mar-
ried for more than 40 years and have
four daughters and four grandsons



*THE INVASION    PG13
12:05PM    2:30PM    4:50PM
7:20PM    9:40PM

*SUPERBAD    R
12:30PM    3:45PM    7:30PM
10:15PM

LAST LEGION    PG13
12:15PM    2:40PM PM    5:05PM PM
7:40PM PM    10:10PM

*BECOMING JANE    PG
1:30PM    4:05PM    7:05PM
9:45PM

HARRY POTTER    PG13
12:25PM    3:30PM    6:45PM
9:50PM

STARDUST    PG13
1:00PM    4:00PM    7:15PM
10:10PM

BOURNE ULTIMATUM    PG13
1:00PM    1:45PM    4:30PM
5:00PM    7:15PM    7:50PM
9:55PM    10:25PM

RUSH HOUR 3    PG13
12:00PM    12:45PM    2:15PM
3:00PM    4:30PM    5:15PM
7:00PM    7:45PM    9:15PM
10:00PM

*NO RESERVATIONS    PG
12:55PM    4:10PM    6:40PM

THE SIMPSON’S MOVIE    PG13
12:15PM    2:25PM    4:45PM
6:55PM    9:30PM

CHUCK AND LARRY    PG13
7:25PM    10:05PM

RATATOUILLE    G
1:35PM    4:15PM

HAIRSPRAY    PG
10:05PM

UNDERDOG    PG
12:35PM    2:50PM    4:55PM
6:55PM

*DADDY DAY CAMP    PG13
12:10PM    2:30PM    4:40PM

SKINWALKERS    PG13
7:50PM    10:20PM

RESCUE DAWN    PG13
9:05PM

YAMA DONGA    PG13
FRI-SUN    2:30PM    6:00PM
9:30PM
MON-THURS    1:00PM    4:15PM
8:00PM
“PLEASE NOTE THAT ON THURS, A
NEW MOVIE WILL PLAY AT 8:00
PM. THANK YOU.”

Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater
Why wait in lines? PUCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

# NO PASSES * FULLY RESTRICTED
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
August 18    Educational Sum-
mit - The Irving NAACP is host-
ing an Educational Summit for the
youth from10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Ben
Washington Baptist Church, 3901
Frisco Avenue, Irving. Students
will be provided with Back to
School Supplies, College Informa-
tion/Assistance, and Prizes.

August 19    Live Gospel Con-
cert - Presented by Arise & Shine
International Ministries - Featur-
ing Aldan Cruz, Charlie and Jill
LeBlanc, Caleb Alalade and Niyi
Adams. Also appearing will be
Johnny King, Riverwalk Fellow-
ship Choir and Arise & Shine
Choir at 7 p.m. in the Carpenter
Performance Hall. Tickets $20.
Call 972-252-ARTS for tickets.

August 21    Immunization Clinic
- Free Well-Child and BACK TO
SCHOOL Immunization Clinic -
Baylor Medical Center at Irving is
sponsoring a well child and immu-
nization clinic along with the Dal-

las County Department of Health
and Human Services and
Northgate United Methodist
Church, from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. at Northgate United Method-
ist Church, 3700 W. Northgate Dr.
in Irving. Well-child exams for
children ages birth to four years-
old and immunizations for chil-
dren ages birth to 18 years-old, will
be provided from 8:30 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. Immunizations only,
will be given from 1 p.m. to 3:30
p.m. Immunization records must
be provided for each child. The
free services of this clinic are avail-
able to residents of Irving only. For
more information call 972-579-
4095.

August 24    Greater Irving Re-
publican Club - Meeting
from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. at
Springcreek Barbeque, 3514 West
Airport Freeway, 972-313-0987.
Speaker will be State Representa-
tive Linda Harper-Brown. All citi-
zens of Irving are invited to join

us and celebrate the passage of the
“Religious Viewpoints Antidis-
crimination/Schoolchildren’s Re-
ligious Liberties Act.” Ample time
will be dedicated to discuss
and answer questions concerning
the differences in the ”Safe Har-
bor Model Policy” of
implementation recommended by
the Legislature.

August 24    Auditions - The
Brookhaven Choral Society and
“Bella Voce,” Brookhaven’s
womens chorus auditions. Audi-
tions will be held from 3:00 to 6:30
p.m. and August 25 from 10:00
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at Brookhaven
College, Fine Arts Building D/
Room 203. Auditioners should
have prior choral experience, some
sight-reading ability and knowl-
edge of all types of classic/
comtemporary choral literature.
For additional information, please
contact Melody Gamblin-Bullock
at 972-860-4548.

I will haI will haI will haI will haI will have the larve the larve the larve the larve the large Mountain Dew pleasege Mountain Dew pleasege Mountain Dew pleasege Mountain Dew pleasege Mountain Dew please
those of us lucky enough to be
earth born. Still we keep sending
people out there in hopes that we
will find other forms of life. In the
new film The Invasion, we find out
how nasty those other forms can
be. It is a retelling of the classic
sci-fi thriller Invasion of the Body
Snatchers, but with some pretty de-
cent action and suspense.

The story starts quick and gets
right to the meat of the plot. It
doesn’t take a lot of time setting

up the characters and developing
subject lines. Basically a space
shuttle returns. It brings a funk that
once in you creates a non-emoting
zombie of a creature. Creatures
that will stop at nothing until all
of earth are either dead or invaded.
This transformation takes place in
your body the first time you go to
sleep. So the trick is to stay awake
while avoiding the sleepwalking
weirdoes. When Carol Bennell
(Nicole Kidman) learns her son

may hold an answer to the cure,
she battles her way to a remote
government lab.

Along with Nicole Kidman it
stars Daniel Craig. Both do a nice
job of pulling off what could be a
predictable, silly story. These types
of films always teeter on the brink
of stupidity and can come across
idiotic. The Invasion adds enough
suspense and action to raise it
above the bar of normal Living
Dead flicks. The director moves
the story and keeps it simple. Sure
there are plot holes and often the
mutated humans have to contradict
their own nature when convenient
for the story. But luckily this flick
does it with subtlety. In the end you
find yourself liking a film that in
theory should be terrible.

The Invasion is Rated PG-13
for Violence, Disturbing Images

and images of the mutants are cer-
tainly too intense for young chil-
dren. The language is fairly mild
and overall the film is shot in a
way that you know what happens
without having to view it or hear
it in graphic detail. There is only
a two second gratuitous moment
of a woman in her undies, so ado-
lescent males will be highly dis-
appointed. In all honesty I think
they created a decent, classic-styled
thriller that went the direction of
suspense instead of sci-fi horror. I
give The Invasion 3 out of 5 packs
of no-doze. Not a record breaker,
but not a bad time at the theater
either. Just know before you go.

and Terror. The overall theme

Mungles
on Movies

By Matt Mungle
Title: The Invasion
Rated: PG-13

It is odd how NASA is always
trying to get us to travel to other
planets even though Hollywood
makes it perfectly clear that any-
thing coming from space is just
plain bad for you. Astronauts are
always dragging back some mutat-
ing funk that totally whacks out

Matt is a member of the North Texas Film
Critics Association (NTFCA) and hosts
the weekly syndicated Indie Rock Radio
Show Spin 180. Plus with his wife Cindy
they do a weekly radio feature, The
Mungles on Movies. For additional re-

views and interview clips visit
www.mungleshow.com.

Provided by Cynthia Olson
When it’s extremely hot, the

poor and elderly suffer the most.
Many don’t have air conditioning,
or if they do, they can’t afford to
run it because it will make their
utility bills too high.

To give relief from the heat,
The Salvation Army has set up 15
Cooling Stations across the
Metroplex Each of these Salvation
Army centers has a Cooling Sta-
tion sign in front of the building
to notify people that it is a place
where they can find heat relief. In

Irving, the Cooling Station is lo-
cated at 250 East Grauwyler Road,
972-438-6553.
Cooling Stations offer:

A cool place to stay during hot
daytime hours, Ice-cold water to
help people stay hydrated, Survival
tips for hot temperatures, Free elec-
tric fans.

Social workers are also ready
to meet with those who need finan-
cial assistance to help pay utility
bills during this time of excessive
high heat.

Each center also accepts do-
nations of electric fans to help ad-
ditional people. Additional Salva-
tion Army center locations may be
found on www.salvationarmydfw
.org.

Cooling Stations will operate
during normal business hours from
June 29 through Aug. 31.

Cooling Stations are not shel-
ters available for overnight accom-
modations, but facilities offering
air conditioning and water during
periods of extreme heat.

Cooling Stations to give relief from the heatCooling Stations to give relief from the heatCooling Stations to give relief from the heatCooling Stations to give relief from the heatCooling Stations to give relief from the heat
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DRIVER / FORKLIFT
Local driver needed to deliver construction

materials to the DFW area.
Class A is not required.

We are also looking for yard help. Forklift
experience needed.

We work M-F 7:00 - 4:30.
NO WEEKENDS!

Call 972-251-7150

“None of us want to put people
on the streets. None of us want
people not to have a place to live,”
Councilman Stopfer said. Rather
than have our residents live in
those despicable situations, we are
trying to find a way to relocate
them and give them every advan-
tage.

“The city council looked at an
ordinance that would allow us to
charge up to $600 per unit of a
complex for relocation costs. To
administer that money, we would
probably work with either Irving

Cares or the Salvation Army. The
City of Irving would not sit down
and write $600 checks to every-
body who lived in an apartment
complex that was being closed
down.

“There would be a process of
relocation similar to what has been
done in the past. Residents would
gather and Irving Cares along with
other agencies would work with
them to determine what their needs
are. We talked about the funding
that those authorities need to help
residents relocate.

“We considered taking the
fines that we have received, the
first ones were in the range of
about $60,000, set up a separate
account with those dollars. That
money could be used by those or-
ganizations that were helping to
relocate individuals. Residents
would actually work with specific
agencies. We would pass them the
money through our reserve account
to those organizations. The dis-
bursement of funds would be
handled in a uniform manner
through an organization that
handles those situations.

“This money gives people the
ability to relocate if they have fi-
nancial problems. The city has not
put the residents in this situation,
the owner of the building has put
residents in this situation,” he said.

Once the process to vacate an
apartment complex is underway,
the city gives all of the tenants a
60-day notice that they will re-
quired to find new housing.

“Let’s say a complex owner
doesn’t pay the water bill,” Coun-
cilman Stopfer said. “We then
place a notice on each apartment
door that indicates in 60 days the
complex’s water will be turned off,
because the bill has not been paid.
After 30 days, we go back and
place notices on each door again.
We hope that the individual who
lives in the apartment goes to the
management and refuses to pay the
rent for that month and requests
their deposit back, because the
management company has failed
to provide that service. At which
point, we hope and in most cases
we have had good results, that the
management company pays the
water bill.

“The residents are paying
their rent and assume that the wa-
ter bill is being paid. They are not
billed separately, the complex is
being billed.”

Relocation funds would be re-
imbursed to the city by property
owners in the form of fines and
liens.

“Once an apartment complex
is closed down, through this ordi-
nance we would be able to recoup
the money up to $600 per unit from
the owner of the facility that we
used to relocate people,” Council-
man Stopfer said.

“The city would place a lien
against the property and pull the
certificate of occupancy. So in or-
der for anyone to purchase that
property or ever use it again, they
would need a certificate of occu-
pancy. Until those fines are paid,
the city would not issue a new cer-
tificate of occupancy. So essentially
they are not able to use that prop-
erty without paying the fines.

“Once the word gets out that
we are serious about cleaning the
complexes up and giving people
quality places to live and a good
environment to raise their family,
I think you will see a lot of those
complexes come up from a four to
a three. There are probably 10 to
15 complexes that are in desper-
ate need of us moving forward to
clean them up,” he said.

Dilapidated apartments affect
the entire community as well as in-
dividual tenants.

“These functionally obsolete
apartments not only affect the ten-

ants, they impact the immediately
surrounding neighborhoods and
ultimately the whole community,”
Mr. Miller said. “When you have
pockets of dysfunctional property,
people don’t want to live here and
people don’t want to live close to
those apartments. Then you pay tax
dollars for positions for police of-
ficers and code enforcement people
to work through these issues. These
properties have indirect conse-
quences for everyone who lives
here.”

Often tenants are reluctant to
move out of dilapidated apartments
for a number of reasons.

“We look at the whole prop-
erty. In a complex with 200 units,
not all of the units are going to be
as bad as others,” Mr. Miller said.
“Residents living in units that are
better maintained don’t see prob-
lems from a building point of view.
People say, ‘There is nothing
wrong with my unit, why am I be-
ing told to leave?’

“Sometimes people have a
lack of resources. They have a low
income. There may be a single
mom with a child who drives a car.
She doesn’t have a truck. She
doesn’t have friends with trucks.
She has no money to hire a mover.
How does she move? So she will
tolerate what might be intolerable
for a lot of people, because she has
very limited options.”

City to help tenants relocate to safer housing
Continued from page 1

way in the “urgent and compelling
mission to rebuild America.”  

“We can create American jobs,
reduce congestion, clean the air,
succeed in a global economy, and
save thousands of innocent lives by
expanding both private and public
investment in our infrastructure,”
Donohue said.

The U.S. Chamber will orga-
nize, fund and lead the multimil-
lion-dollar initiative, “Let’s Re-
build America,” which will assess
and document the current state of
our nation’s infrastructure, educate
citizens and policymakers about
the benefits of increased infrastruc-
ture – and the high costs of failure

to act, and identify ways to increase
both private and public funding,
such as through establishing pub-
lic-private partnerships and stop-
ping the diversion of infrastructure
funds to other programs.

“This is an important message
for our businesses, our government
leaders and the general public,”
Chris Wallace, president and CEO
of the Greater Irving-Las Colinas
Chamber of Commerce, which co-
hosted the Transportation Summit,
said. “We need to engage people
at all levels in the dialogue about,
and solutions to, the infrastructure
crisis we are facing.” 

Plans to rebuild Plans to rebuild Plans to rebuild Plans to rebuild Plans to rebuild America’America’America’America’America’s infrastrs infrastrs infrastrs infrastrs infrastructureuctureuctureuctureucture
announced at Tannounced at Tannounced at Tannounced at Tannounced at Transporransporransporransporransportation Summittation Summittation Summittation Summittation Summit

U.S. Chamber of Commerce
President Thomas J. Donohue re-
cently announced a new initiative
to build support for private and
public investment in our nation’s
deteriorating transportation, en-
ergy and water systems.

Donohue spoke at the closing
luncheon of the 2007 Transporta-
tion Summit, which is held annu-
ally in Irving, and draws hundreds
of local, regional, national and in-
ternational transportation execu-
tives, elected officials, business
leaders and concerned citizens. In
describing the new initiative,
Donohue implored the business
community to unite and lead the

The third annual Mayor & Firefighters Supplies for Success drive,
held from July 9-Aug. 9 in support of Irving ISD schools, was highly
successful. Thelma Cantu, Partnerships in Education coordinator
(far left), and Pam Hastings, Academy of IISD teacher (2nd from
left), received help from students in organizing and transporting
the supplies to IISD schools.

By L.A. Stacey
Townsell Elementary of Irv-

ing, which first opened its doors

Schools Supplies SuccessSchools Supplies SuccessSchools Supplies SuccessSchools Supplies SuccessSchools Supplies Success

Townsell Elementary inaugurates new PTA
to students in the fall of 2003, ad-
vanced its parent/teacher involve-
ment by transitioning from a PTO

to a PTA. 
With backing from the Local

and National PTA, Townsell El-
ementary inaugurated the new as-
sociation in May 2007. The new
local PTA chapter joined the ever-
growing ranks of PTA and com-
munity service partnerships en-
couraged by its national regulatory

body.  Pat Samms, has been help-
ful as our unofficial Local Chap-
ter Consultant thru the PTA’s for-
mative phases. 

During Townsell Elementary
Back-to-School / Meet Your
Teacher event on Aug. 23,
Townsell Principal Linda Willett
will introduce the 2007-2008

Townsell PTA officers for the first
time. They are; president, Joe
Samuels; vice president, Khalid
Shahnewaj; secretary, Mabel Kubi,
and treasurer, Marlene Topovich. 

Joe Samuels is also gearing up
to launch another Dads Club -
modeled after the Dads Club at Las
Colinas Elementary. 
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Drunk driving is one of
America’s deadliest crimes. In
2005, nearly 13,000 people died in
highway crashes involving a driver
or motorcycle operator with a
blood alcohol concentration (BAC)
of .08 or higher. The picture for
motorcycle operators is particu-
larly bleak. Forty-one percent of
the 1,878 motorcycle operators
who died in single-vehicle crashes
in 2005 had BAC levels of .08 or
higher.

Irving Police recently an-
nounced they will join with thou-
sands of other law enforcement and
highway safety agencies across the
nation from Aug. 17 throughout
the Labor Day holiday to take part
in the Drunk Driving. Over the
Limit. Under Arrest.  crackdown
on impaired driving.

The message is simple. No
matter what you drive—a passen-
ger car, pickup, sport utility vehicle
or motorcycle—if you are caught
driving impaired, you will be ar-
rested. No exceptions. No excuses.
Irving Police will be out in force
conducting sobriety check traffic
stops, saturation patrols and using
undercover officers to get more

drunk drivers off the road and save
lives.

Driving with a Blood Alcohol
Concentration of .08 or higher is
illegal in every state. Yet far too
many people suffer debilitating
injuries and loss of their loved ones
as a result of impaired driving.
This careless disregard for human
life must stop.

Drunk driving is simply not
worth the risk of killing yourself
or someone else. The trauma and
financial costs of a crash and/or an
arrest for impaired driving can be
significant. Violators often face jail
time, the loss of their driver’s li-
cense, higher insurance rates, at-
torney fees, time away from work,
and many other expenses.

The national “Drunk Driving.
Over the Limit. Under Arrest.”
impaired driving crackdown is a
prevention program organized by
the U.S.D.O.T.’s National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA) that focuses on combin-
ing high-visibility enforcement
with heightened public awareness
through advertising and publicity.

Don’t take the chance!  If you
are over the limit, you are under
arrest.

Irving Police crack-
down on drunk driving

Provided by Nikki Mutschler
When Las Colinas Medical

Center opened, the focus was on
delivering babies and performing
outpatient surgery. Ten years later,
the hospital is making a difference
in the community by offering qual-
ity care through key service lines.

Las Colinas Medical Center
will host its 10th Anniversary Cel-
ebration and Community Health
Fair on Aug. 25. The event is de-
signed to bring members of the
community together to focus on
health, while celebrating the
Center’s years of service.

Between 7:00 a.m. – 1:00
p.m., members of the community

will enjoy various activities such
as a bounce house, music, face
painting, a 5K fun run, health
screenings and education for ev-
eryone. The celebration includes
appearances by Irving Police and
Fire Departments, American Heart
Association, PHI Inc. – the Total
Helicopter Company, Carter
BloodCare and several community
businesses and restaurants. A
“Teddy Bear Clinic” will be held
in the emergency department,
which will allow children to bring
in their teddy bears or stuffed ani-
mals to be seen and treated. This
is a great opportunity for children
to experience the emergency room

Las Colinas Medical Center celebrates 10Las Colinas Medical Center celebrates 10Las Colinas Medical Center celebrates 10Las Colinas Medical Center celebrates 10Las Colinas Medical Center celebrates 10ththththth anniversar anniversar anniversar anniversar anniversary with communityy with communityy with communityy with communityy with community
in a fun, non-threatening environ-
ment.

Daniela Decell, Las Colinas
Medical Center Chief Executive
Officer, is proud of the hospital’s
success in the Irving/Las Colinas
community.

“It has been really exciting to
see the hospital grow,” Decell said.
“We have just over 400 physicians
on our medical staff with almost
every adult specialty represented.
This is quite remarkable for a hos-
pital our size.

To register for the fun run,
hospital tour or health screenings,
call 888-773-8515.

Las Colinas Medical Center is
a full service acute care hospital
offering the latest in high-tech
equipment. Located at 6800 N.
MacArthur Boulevard, Irving. For
more information regarding Las
Colinas Medical Center and this
event, please visit our website at
www.lascolinasmedical.com.

Texas shoppers get a break
from state and local sales taxes on
Aug. 17, 18, and 19 - the state’s
annual tax holiday. Lay-away
plans can be used to take advan-
tage of the sales tax holiday.

The law exempts most cloth-
ing and footwear priced under
$100 from sales and use taxes,
which could save shoppers about
$8 on every $100 they spend.

Backpacks under $100 used by
elementary and secondary students
are also exempt. The backpack
exemption includes backpacks
with wheels, provided they can also
be worn on the back like a tradi-
tional backpack, and messenger
bags. The exemption does not in-
clude items reasonably defined as

luggage, briefcases, athletic/duffle/
gym bags, computer bags, purses
or framed backpacks. Ten or fewer
backpacks can be purchased tax-
free at one time without providing
an exemption certificate to the
seller.

Additional tax-free items in-
clude, but are not limited to pants,
shirts, dresses, shorts, baby clothes,
belts with attached buckles, boots,
caps, coats, diapers (adult and
baby), hosiery, jeans, ties, pajamas,
raincoats, shoes, swimsuits and un-
derclothes.

For more information on the
types of items that are tax-free,
visit www.window.state.tx.us.

Source: Texas Comptroller of
Public Accounts

Tax holiday gives
shoppers a break
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425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

IN GOD WE TRUST

Metro (817) 498-7079
And our new location at

310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX
Metro (817) 477-3383

Visit Our Other Locations at
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Serving Irving For Over 35 Years

For Take Out Call SPECIALS
EVERY

DAY!

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

“““““Where   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”””””“““““Where   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”””””

Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking

All You Can Eat Food Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

GRAND OPENINGGRAND OPENINGGRAND OPENINGGRAND OPENINGGRAND OPENING

Good Grooming At Fair Prices!Good Grooming At Fair Prices!Good Grooming At Fair Prices!Good Grooming At Fair Prices!Good Grooming At Fair Prices!

$5 off
on first visit

Specializing in hand scissoring

Walk-ins Welcome

R & D Dog Grooming
2811 N. MacArthur Ste B, Irving

Shop: 972-255-1048
Cell: 214-909-4769

Provided by Cynthia K. Olson
Students, their families and

board members from The Salva-
tion Army recently gathered to cel-
ebrate young scholars. Jackie Har-
ris’, Oscar Rosales’ and Jessica
Arroyo’s academic accomplish-
ments and community service have

earned them full scholarships to
attend Tyler Street Christian Acad-
emy, a prominent Oak Cliff private
school.

The families of these students
wouldn’t typically be able to send
their children to such an elite
school, but thanks to a partnership
between Tyler Street and The Sal-
vation Army’s Project Tomorrow,
their tuition is paid in full. The
children also receive free uniforms,
supplies, and transportation to and
from school.

Students are required to com-
plete regular community service at
a Salvation Army Community
Center and attend religious ser-
vices at a place of worship. The
youth are expected to exhibit ex-
ceptional conduct befitting their
leadership potential. Applicants
must also be able to provide proof
of financial need.

More than 50 students have
graduated from the Project Tomor-
row program since 1991. Gradu-
ates and have gone on to pursue a
variety of professions, become Sal-
vation Army Officers, as well as to
play in the NFL and the NBA.

IrIrIrIrIrving students among Salvation ving students among Salvation ving students among Salvation ving students among Salvation ving students among Salvation ArmArmArmArmArmy’y’y’y’y’s Project Ts Project Ts Project Ts Project Ts Project Tomorroomorroomorroomorroomorrow Scholarsw Scholarsw Scholarsw Scholarsw Scholars

Irving students, Oscar Rosales, Jessica Arroyo,and Jackie Harris(2nd

from right) join Salvation Army Captain Rebecca Trayler (center)
and  Gunther Garces in celebrating the start of a new school year.
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IISD welcomes new teachers

The Greater Irving Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce joins Irving ISD in welcoming 415 new
teachers to the district during the 52nd Annual New Teachers Luncheon.

Merit Scholarship awards
winners are among some 8,200
distinguished high school seniors
of 2007 who received a total of
more than $34 million in college
scholarships.

Irving students receiving
Merit Scholarships include:
Joseph E. Simmons, a student at
Cistercian Preparatory School, is

planning to study Education at the
University of Dallas.
Erik N. Tanner, a student at
Cistercian Preparatory School, is
planning to study Law at Rice Uni-
versity.
Aaron D. White, a student at
Cistercian Preparatory School, is
planning to study political science
at Trinity University.

Additional Merit Schol-
arship winners named

The Irving Economic Devel-
opment Partnership hosted a 21-
member delegation from Pearland,
TX, to showcase Irving’s initia-
tives and to tour the Las Colinas
submarket on Aug. 7.

In business news, Googly Eyes
& Craft Supplies will be opening
a store at 1111 W. Airport Freeway
(next to Carnival Food Store). This
new retailer will help fill the void
of a local arts/crafts store that
many residents have been request-
ing.

California-based Equastone
acquired four more Class A office
buildings (totaling 800,000 square
feet) in Las Colinas. Several reno-

vations are planned. The company
now has about four million square

feet of space throughout the DFW
Metroplex.

Economic Development Initiatives
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GATEWAY WEST
OFFICE BUILDING SOLD

New York-based Benbrooke Realty Investment Co
acquired the 64,845 sq ft Gateway West office build-
ing at 3001-3002 Gateway Drive for a reported $3.7
million. The building is currently 35% leased, but
the new owners are aggressively seeking new ten-
ants. The investor said they have 3 or 4 prospects
for leasing the space. Benbrooke representatives
stated that the Las Colinas submarket’s leasing ac-
tivity and their view of this market is what drove
their acquisition.
 

FLUOR WINS SHARE
OF $1.8 BILLION CONTRACT

Fluor Corporation, a Fortune 500 company with
headquarters in Irving, a landed a $1.8 billion con-
tract for an iron ore expansion project in Western
Australia. This will be a joint venture with Sinclair
Knight Merz.
 

DALLAS BUSINESS JOURNAL
RECOGNIZES IRVING FIRMS

Roadway Express and FedEx Freight Corporation,
both with significant locations in South Irving, were
recognized by the Dallas Business Journal as being
two of the largest trucking companies in the Dal-
las-Fort Worth Metroplex. Citicorp Trust Bank was
recognized as one of the largest Banks and Savings
Institutions in the Metroplex and Irving-based H.D.
Vest Financial Services was recognized as one of
the Metroplex’s largest stock brokerages.

DCURD SAVINGS
Ken Heffley, Chief Financial Officer of the Dallas
County Utility and Reclamation District (DCURD),
announced the completion of a financial transac-
tion that refunded $40 million of district debt that
will not only save the district and its taxpayers ap-
proximately $750,000 annually beginning in fiscal
year 2009, but also shortens the duration of the debt
by one year. The transaction, which takes advan-

LAS COLINAS COMPANY
INVESTING IN ETHANOL

Irving-based TruEnergy, located in Williams Square,
announced that it plans to invest $750 million in three
new ethanol production plants in Brazil. Brazil is one of
the world’s largest producers, consumers and exporters
of ethanol. The plants will produce 45 million gallons of
ethanol annually according to Tim Lavender, president
of the firm.
 

IRVING FIRMS NAMED 2007 TITAN
FAST 50 FINALISTS

EFJ, Inc, Integrated Security Systems, Inc., and Optimal
Solutions Integrations Inc have been named 2007 Titans
Fast 50 as three of the 50 fastest growing technology
companies in the Dallas-Fort Worth area.
 

WEBER SHANDWICK
WINS GOLD QUILL

Weber Shandwick of Irving received a Gold Quill award

tage of today’s lower interest rate environment, resulted
in a 15.7% savings or about $6,500,000 in present value
dollars.
 

KIMBERLY CLARK HONORED
Kimberly-Clark, a Fortune 500 company with headquar-
ters in Irving, has been named the 2007 Society of His-
panic Professional Engineers Employer of the Year.
 

CHAPEL OF ROSES OPEN HOUSE
The newly constructed Chapel of Roses Funeral Home,
located at 1225 E. Irving Boulevard, will host an open
house, Saturday, August 25th, 2:00 p.m. through 6:00 p.m.
The funeral home was built by long-term Irving resi-
dent Charlotte Chism-Waldrum. Vernon Proctor, owner
of Mart Inc., was the general contractor for construc-
tion.
 

from the International Association of Business Com-
municators for its National Breast Cancer Aware-
ness Month for the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer
Foundation.
 

LAS COLINAS MEDICAL CENTER
TO CELEBRATE 10 YEARS

A full day of celebration is being planned by the
Las Colinas Medical Center for August 25th in honor
of its 10 years of operation. LCMC will offer free
health screenings including breast cancer assess-
ment, sleep apnea, skin cancer, body mass index,
blood pressure, cholesterol, blood sugar and bone
density to the first 200 to register by calling 888-
773-8515. Other family events planned include a
5K Fun Run, bounce house, health education, bal-
loon artist, music, face painting, food and massages.
 
BANKER NAMED PRESIDENT-ELECT
OF ACCOUNTING ORGANIZATION
Stephanie Carpenter of the Independent Bankers
Bank, has been named president-elect of the Dallas
Chapter of the Institute of Management Accountants
for 2007-2008.
 

UNIVERSITY OF DALLAS
FINANCE STAFF RECEIVES AWARD

Dale Larson, director of finance for the University
of Dallas, received the Daniel D. Robinson Account-
ing Award from the National Association of Col-
lege and University Business Officers.
 

SAVE THE DATE
August 29th, 10:00 a.m. Irving Health Center Open-
ing Ceremony at 1800 N. Britain Road at the cor-
ner of Lane Street.
 
Irving Economic Development Partnership has ini-
tiated 46 new projects this fiscal year for either re-
location or expansion in Irving.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT INVESTORS
The Irving Economic Development Partnership would like to thank the following entities for

their continued support and investment in our program:

DIAMOND INVESTORS
City of Irving
Las Colinas Marketing Alliance

PLATINUM INVESTORS
Flowserve Corporation
Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP
Irving Convention & Visitors Bureau
TIAA Realty, Inc./Cousins

Properties Services

BRONZE INVESTORS
Archon Group
AT&T
Crow Holdings/Apollo R. E.
EF Johnson, Inc.
ExxonMobil
Frymire Services
Imlach & Collins Brothers
James Hardie Building Products
Koll Development Company
Office Resource Group
Prediction Analytics
PS Business Parks
Reliant Energy
San Jacinto Public Affairs
Staffelbach Design Associates

GOLD INVESTORS
Aviall, Inc.
Carrington Laboratories
Coldwell Banker
RIM
Trammell Crow Company

SILVER INVESTORS
Allstate Insurance
Atmos Energy
Classic Fare Catering
Comerica Bank
Friedel Photographic
Granite Properties
Medco Health Solutions
Quantum Custom Homes
The Staubach Company
Oncor Electric Delivery

To share in the benefits enjoyed by these entities, please call us at 214.217.8484 or visit ww.irvingchamber.com.

WEEKLY
BIZ BRIEF

A business activity report by the Irving Economic
Development Partnership.

The 2007-08 cheerleaders and mascot for Travis Middle School at-
tended the Universal Cheerleaders Association Cheer Camp in June,
winning a blue superior ribbon for their chants, cheers and dances.

Travis Blue Ribbons

As children approach their
teen years, parents often worry
about how to protect them from
new risks and potential dangers.
Experts at the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC)
recommed that children are vacci-
nated against meningitis, tetanus,
diphtheria, whooping cough, and
cervical cancer.

The CDC2s Preteen Vaccine
campaign is informing parents,
caregivers and pediatricians about
new vaccination recommendations
for 11- and 12-year-olds. The three
preteen vaccines include MCV4,
which protects against meningitis
and its complications; Tdap, which
is a booster against tetanus, diph-
theria, and pertussis or “whooping
cough,” and for girls, HPV vaccine
which protects against the types of
human papillomavirus that most
commonly cause cervical cancer.

“Many parents do not realize
that some childhood vaccines, such
as those for tetanus and whooping
cough, wear off over time and, as
they get older, young people are at
risk of exposure to different dis-
eases at school, camp or in other
new situations,” Dr. Anne
Schuchat, Director of CDC2s Na-
tional Center for Immunization
and Respiratory Diseases, said.

Research shows that preteens
generally do not get preventive
healthcare, visiting the doctor only

CDC urCDC urCDC urCDC urCDC urges parents to pro-ges parents to pro-ges parents to pro-ges parents to pro-ges parents to pro-
tect preteens with vaccinestect preteens with vaccinestect preteens with vaccinestect preteens with vaccinestect preteens with vaccines

when they are sick. The CDC en-
courages parents to take their pre-
teens in for the recommended 11
or 12 year old check-up, which is
endorsed by the American Acad-
emy for Pediatrics, and the Ameri-
can Academy of Family.

“The preteen check-up is a
great time to talk with your child2s
healthcare provider about your
child2s development, nutrition,
safety, and vaccination status,” Dr.
Schuchat said.

Dr. Renee Jenkins, President-
Elect of the American Academy of
Pediatrics stressed how important
it is that parents take time to sched-
ule a routine checkup for their pre-
teens.

“The preteen checkup is an
important time to make sure chil-
dren are also caught up on impor-
tant childhood immunizations
such as chickenpox, hepatitis B
and measles-mumps-rubella
(MMR),” Dr. Jenkins said. “De-
pending on their health and medi-
cal history, some preteens may re-
quire additional vaccines.”

CDC2s preteen vaccine rec-
ommendations are supported by
the American Academy of Pediat-
rics, the American Academy of
Family Physicians, and the Soci-
ety for Adolescent Medicine.

For more information about
preteen vaccines, visit
www.cdc.gov/vaccines/preteen/.

The Bill of Rights Institute, a
non-profit educational organiza-
tion, will award U.S. high school
students – and their teachers – cash
prizes totaling over $60,000 dur-
ing the 2007-08 school year. Stu-
dents will compete in the “Being
an American” essay contest, which
explores the rights and responsi-
bilities of American citizenship.

“We are pleased to offer stu-
dents and educators in these re-
gions the opportunity to explore
how values such as integrity, cour-
age and responsibility are intercon-
nected with America’s founding
documents and American heroes,”
Victoria Hughes, President of the
Bill of Rights Institute, said. “As
the classroom engages in discus-
sion about our country’s civic val-
ues, we trust that young Americans
will gain an appreciation for put-

ting those values into practice.”
In their essays, participating

students are asked to answer the
following question: “What civic
value(s) do you believe are most
essential to being an American,
and how can you personally put
those values into practice?” Win-
ning essays will be announced in
the spring of 2008 and will earn
the students and their teachers in
each region cash prizes of up to
$5,000 each.

The contest begins Sep. 4 and
the deadline is Dec. 3. Students in
grades 9-12 who are U.S. citizens
or legal residents and are either
attending public, private, religious,
or charter schools, being home-
schooled, or participating in a
GED or correspondence school
program but are no older than 19
years of age are eligible to partici-

pate in the contest. Essays should
be .o more than 3,300 characters
(approximately 500 words).

To help integrate the contest
into the classroom, the Bill of
Rights Institute has created a les-
son plan and supplemental mate-
rials about the contest topic, tied

the contest to state and national
academic standards, and con-
structed a web site so that teachers
can submit their students’ essays
for consideration.

Further information, includ-
ing complete contest rules, submis-

Students eligible for “Being An American” essay contest
sion details, lesson plans and back-
ground information on the Consti-
tution, Bill of Rights, Founding
Fathers and other Americans who
have contributed to America’s
shared civic values are available at
www.BeingAnAmerican.org.



OBITUARIES
MARCOS R.

CABALLERO
Marcos R. Caballero, of Dal-

las, passed away August 9, 2007.
He was born April 25, 1937 in New
Braunfels.

Survivors include his wife
Candy Caballero of Dallas; sons
Marcos Caballero, Jr., of Irving,

and Rogelio Caballero of Dallas,
daughters Rosemary Caballero of
Dallas, Belinda Rojas of Mesquite,
Debra Bruce of Dallas, Lupita
Gracia of Dallas, and Debra Bruce
of Dallas; brothers Eugene Cabal-
lero, Jesse Caballero, Jose Cabal-
lero, and Gabino Caballero; sisters
Odelia Gutierrez, Isabel Garcia,

and Mary Garcia; 16 grandchil-
dren; and 15 great grandchildren.

Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated Aug. 13 at St. Luke’s
Catholic Church with Deacon
Ismael Guerra as celebrant. Inter-
ment followed at Oak Grove Me-
morial Gardens. Arrangements
were made by Brown’s Memorial
Funeral Home.

GENEVA
KAY SCHUTZA

Geneva Kay Schutza, 46,
passed away on August 9, 2007 in
Wichita, KS.

She was born on Jan. 7, 1961
in Dallas to John and Virginia
Schutza. She was a 1979 graduate
of MacArthur High School and a
longtime resident of Irving.

She is survived by her parents,
two sons, Benjamin Peters of Aus-
tin and Joshua Schutza of
Richardson, grandmother,

Genevea Inez Pate of Lewisville,
one sister, Brenda Schutza of Al-
buquerque, NM, and one brother
of John Schut za of Richardson.

Funeral Services were held on
Aug. 13,2007 at Calvary Funeral
Home Chapel. Interment at Old
Hall Cemetery in Lewisville Rev.
Gary Boyd officiated.

ELIZABETH
BOLTON DeSOTO

El i za -
beth Bolton
DeSoto, of Irv-
ing, passed
away August
10, 1933. She
was born Oct.
30, 1933 in

 Sayre, PA.
Survived by her husband Jack

DeSoto of Irving, son Stephen
DeSoto of Byron, NY, daughters
Mary Ellen Tette of Auburn, NY

and Kathy Cleveland of Irving.
A Mass of Christian Burial

was celebrated Aug. 14 at St. Luke
Catholic Church, Irving. Interment
at St. Mary’s Catholic Cemetery in
Watkins Glen, NY. Arrangements
were made by Brown’s Memorial
Funeral Home.

KERENSA
KEOBOUTH

K e r e n s a
Keobouth, age
17, a resident of
Irving died Au-
gust 4, 2007 in
Pawnee, Okla-
homa as the re-
sult of an auto

accident. Born June 23, 1990 in
Dallas she was a student at Winfree
Academy in Irving.

Survivors include her parents,
Vongsack “J.J.” Keobouth and
Kendrick DeQuire; brother,
Dominic Deobouth, all of Irving;
grandmothers, Mary Bravo of Irv-
ing and Thong Bang Keobouth of
Laos.

Friends were received by the
family Sunday at the funeral home.
Funeral service was Aug. 13 at
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
Chapel. Interment  followed at Oak
Grove Memorial Gardens in Irv-
ing.

PATRICIA
SIGLER BIRCHMAN

Patricia Sigler
Birchman, age
73, a resident of
Irving for more
than 40 years,
formerly of
Kentucky, died
August 11,

2007 at her home. Born April 16,
1934 in Covington, KY to William
Havicus and Cleotia Denham
Havicus, she was a member of Ply-
mouth Park United Methodist
Church in Irving.

Survivors include her chil-
dren, Karron Gail Dobbs, Steven
Bosworth Sigler and wife Lori
Anne, all of Irving, John Scott
Sigler and wife Terry of Allen; sis-
ter, Billie Jean Lemker of Villa
Hills, Kentucky; and five grand-
children, Jennifer Welch, Eliza-
beth Dobbs, Alexandria Sigler,
Andrew Sigler and Ashley Sigler.

A graveside service will be
held Aug. 16 at Oak Grove Memo-
rial Gardens in Irving. Dr. Will-
iam E. La Barr officiating. Memo-
rial contributions may be made to
the American Cancer Society.

DR. WILLIAM M
“POPS” COLEMAN

D r .
William M.
“ P o p s ”
Coleman, a
long time resi-
dent of Dallas/
Ft. Worth, and
an amazing

man of many talents, went to be
with the Lord on August 13, 2007.

Born on July 4, 1918 in Lon-
don, England, Pops immigrated
with his parents and older brother
to the United States as a young lad.
Originally relocating to Waco, TX,
his family settled in Dallas several
years later. After graduating from
Adamson High School in Oak
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We Provide The Personal Touch
David & Carla Davis,

Owners & Licenced Funeral Directors

972-259-7644129 S. O’Connor
Irving, TX 75060

Irving’s oldest funeral home



Continuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The Tradition
“The Right Choice for Over 50 Years.”

BROWN’S MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Brown Family Owned and Operated.

972-254-4242
Brownmem@msn.comBen F.Ben F.Ben F.Ben F.Ben F.

Church & Chapel Ser-
vices

Local, Out of Town
Services

& Burials
Memorials
Cremation

Memories Flowers
606 West Airport Freeway – Irving, Texas  75062

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

Serving Irving  families since 1963
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FOR SALE
One Cemetary Lot

Oak Grove Memorial Park, Irving
Setion A, Lot 21, Block 5

Current Memorial Park Price
$3,790

Our Price $2,500
($1,290 savings)

Call Winston Bell
817.281.8031 or

817.692.7853

Cliff, TX, Pops attended The Uni-
versity of California at Berkley.
Shortly after his graduation from
college Pops joined the Army and
proudly served his country in Italy
during World War II.

Upon returning to civilian life
Dr. Coleman began his 51-year op-
tometry career and association
with Texas State Optical. A bril-
liant optometrist with a tremen-
dous love of people, Dr. Coleman
cared for the needs of thousands
of patients with his practice in Irv-
ing, Texas over many decades.
Retiring in early 1998, Pops stayed
very active despite some health is-
sues during his retirement, even
taking classes at Tarrant County
Junior College where he rekindled
his talents in photography. At TCC
Pops became a friend and mentor

to many Generation X and Y kids
while becoming well-known on
campus.

During leaves while stationed
in Europe Pops took thousands of
photographs, but the negatives re-
mained undeveloped for over 55
years. TCC allowed him the av-
enue to develop these negatives.
The beautiful pictures show Pops’
artistic side, and have been exhib-
ited locally, nationally as well as
internationally, providing a vivid,
visual remembrance of World War
II and life during that period.

A beloved father, husband,
friend, mentor, doctor, and avid
golfer, Dr. William M. Coleman is
survived by his “jewel”, wife of
over 26 years, Lan Coleman, their
children Allen Teague and Cheryle
Teague-Weaver, grandsons

Michael Vincent Flores and Tho-
mas Coleman Teague, sons David
Coleman and Richard Coleman,
daughter-in-law Jennifer Teague,
son-in-law Rob Weaver, as well as
many friends, patients, and admir-
ers.  Pops lived a wonderful, pur-
poseful, fulfilling life. He posi-
tively touched the hearts of many
people and will be greatly missed.

A visitation was held Wednes-
day at the funeral home. Service
was Aug. 15 at Donnelly’s Colo-
nial Funeral Home Chapel. Rabbi
Frank Joseph officiated. Interment
was at Dallas-Fort Worth National
Cemetery.

LOUISE SMITH
Louise Smith, 82, a life-time

resident of Dallas in an area pre-
viously known as the “Eagle Ford
Area”, died August 9, 2007 at
Baylor Medical Center in Irving.
Born Oct. 1, 1924 in Dallas, she
was the daughter of Jeff N. and
Sally Marcum Smith.

Preceded in death by her son,
W. C. Holden, Jr.; her parents; a
brother, Dick Smith; and two sis-
ters, Pauline Clem and Irene Davis
and two infant brothers; nieces,
Joyce Holman, Susan Allen, Dor-
othy Steele; nephews, Kelsey
Davis, Ronald Smith and Sonny
Holman; and a great niece, Mar-
garet Irene Combs, she is survived

OBITUARIES
by a nephew, Tommy “Doc”
Gragson, Jr. of Irving; nieces,
Shirley Henry of Santo, Betty
Combs and Ethel Davis, both of
Irving, Doris McGuffey of Bowie;
and several great-nieces, great-
nephews, cousins, and many
friends.

Louise lived in Dallas before
going to live with her great-niece,

Stephani Carlile of Grand Prairie
and eventually moving to
Dalworth Nursing Center in Ar-
lington.

Funeral services were Aug. 14
at Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral
Home Chapel. Burial followed at
Oak Grove Memorial Gardens.
Friends were received by the fam-
ily at the funeral home.

Provided by Andrea Aker
Ah, freedom! The world

opens up to us at 18-years-old. We
can leave the nest, vote and stay
out as late as we want. Yet, our
parents’ words still ring true: with
privilege comes responsibility.      

At 18, American teens can as-
sume control of their legal and fi-
nancial futures. Yet they need to
understand that slip-ups now can
affect their futures for years to
come.

“Once kids turn 18, they have
their first shot at establishing a
positive credit history,” Mike
Sullivan, director of education for
Take Charge America, said. “If

they end up abusing or misusing
the system, their actions can pre-
vent them from qualifying for ad-
ditional lines of credit down the
road.”

According to the most recent
statistics from Nellie Mae, in 2004
college students reported freshman
year as the most prevalent time for
obtaining credit cards, with 56%
having obtained their first card at
age 18.

“Our homes, cars and other
valuables are all rooted in our
credit history. The younger you
start, the sooner you’ll be able to
achieve financial independence,”
Sullivan said. “Without a consis-
tent, positive track record, teens
and 20-somethings won’t be able
to rent an apartment, buy a car or
apply for a loan without their par-
ents’ signature.”

So, what does it take to build
a positive credit history? Here’s
what not to do:  

Don’t go on a spending spree
– Just because you have the credit,
doesn’t mean you should spend it
all. Your first credit card should
have a low limit, such as $100 or
$500. This will help prevent large
impulse buys. If you know you’re

an impulse shopper, you can fur-
ther restrict temptation by apply-
ing for a store or gas card, as op-
posed to a general bank credit card
that can be used at almost any lo-
cation. 

Don’t test your credit limits
– Make a small purchase to kick
off your credit history and then
make consistent payments. You
don’t want to be caught in an emer-
gency situation with a maxed out
credit card. If you withdraw over
your credit limit, you will be faced
with exorbitant fees. Plus, the over-
draw shows up on your credit re-
port, and that could prevent you
from receiving other forms of
credit at reasonable interest rates
in the future.     

Don’t share your credit infor-
mation – No one should have ac-
cess to your credit information, in-
cluding close friends. Don’t leave
your monthly bill in plain sight,
nor ask anyone to hold onto your
credit card. This could leave you
susceptible to fraud and identity
theft. 

Don’t ignore the fine print –
You need to know exactly what you
are getting into before you sign the

Teens begin building credit: Avoid pitfalls ahead
contract. Financial jargon can be
confusing, so ask questions if you
don’t understand the terminology.
You will be held accountable for
all information listed in the fine
print, whether you understand it or
not. Be cognizant of over limit and
missing payment fees. How much
could these fees potentially cost
you? What happens if you miss a
payment? Do you have an intro-
ductory fixed rate? If so, for how
long? Once you have established a
line of credit, be sure to examine
each monthly bill and take notice
of the minimum payment amount,
the total balance and the interest
rate. Has anything changed?  Is
there an unauthorized purchase?
Call the credit card company im-
mediately if you notice inconsis-
tencies.         

Don’t be afraid to ask for
help – It’s normal to encounter
bumps along the road to establish-
ing credit. Have an open dialogue
with your parents and ask them to
go over your credit card bill if you
are confused. You can also seek the
advice of a credit counselor. Visit
www.bbb.org to locate a reputable
agency. 

The City of Irving has re-
ceived notification of West Nile
virus in a sample of mosquitoes
collected at Mustang Park, located
at 2201 Kinwest Parkway.

City staff will begin spraying
the residential areas near where the
mosquito pool was collected in the
early morning hours of Aug. 15 to
reduce the risk of transmission of
the virus to people.

West Nile virus is commonly
carried by wild birds, and the vi-
rus can be spread to people through
the bite of an infected mosquito.

Residents are encouraged to take
sensible precautions to avoid mos-
quito bites. The “Four Ds” should
be practiced as follows:

Dusk/Dawn – be cautious
about outdoor activities at sunrise
and sunset. Mosquitoes are most
active at dawn and dusk.
Dress – consider wearing long
pants and long-sleeved shirts when
outdoors.
DEET – use insect repellants that
contain the active ingredient
DEET.
Drain – be certain to drain any

types of outside containers that
hold water. Bird baths should be
dumped and refilled twice weekly.

Irving officials use active sur-
veillance for mosquito-borne ill-
nesses. Each week, trapped female
mosquitoes are shipped to the state
health department laboratory in
Austin to be tested for all known
mosquito-transmitted viruses. Irv-
ing city staff responds to resident
complaints, treats standing water
to kill juvenile mosquitoes, and
monitors the trapping results of
other Dallas County cities as their

test results are reported. As per the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention protocol, the City of
Irving conducts mosquito spraying
operations when one or more of the
following public health conditions
becomes known:

When mosquito trap counts exceed
a preset number.
When a trap sample is positive for
West Nile virus.
When a suspected human case of
West Nile virus is reported.
When a confirmed human case of

West Nile virus is reported.
Residents experiencing sig-

nificant mosquito activity should
report this information to Irving’s
mosquito hot line at 972-721-
3755. If dead or dying birds are
found in a yard, the address should
be reported to the hot line for track-
ing purposes. The state health de-
partment no longer tests dead birds
for the virus. West Nile is not
spread from dead birds to people
or pets; however, residents should
use two plastic trash bags turned
inside out to pick up dead birds,
turn the bags right side out, and
place the tied bags in their regular
trash bag for disposal.

Second case of  West Nile virus confirmed in Irving

A ribbon-cutting ceremony to
celebrate the opening of the Irv-
ing Health Center is set for 10 a.m.
Aug. 29. The 36,600-square-foot
health center is located at 1800 N.
Britain Road, just south of State
Highway 183. The center, which
will be open for patient care in
September, will provide low- to
moderate-income Irving residents
with a wide range of health-care
services including primary care,
women’s health, immunizations,
screenings, dental care, nutrition
counseling, and treatment for acute
and chronic health problems such
as diabetes, high blood pressure
and heart problems. This commu-
nity-based health center is a joint
project of the City of Irving, U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban
Development, Parkland Health &
Hospital System, Dallas County,
and Baylor Medical Center at Irv-
ing. The new facility will be oper-
ated by Parkland Health & Hospi-
tal System.

Health CenterHealth CenterHealth CenterHealth CenterHealth Center
Ribbon CuttingRibbon CuttingRibbon CuttingRibbon CuttingRibbon Cutting
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Contact us at 214-675-6493 if your business would like
to sponsor the games section of the Irving Rambler.
Almost everyone likes to play games giving advertisers
a captive and entertained audience. We are considering
a variety games and puzzles. Sponsoring this section
would guarantee you could play your favorite game
every week.

SPONSORS WANTED
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Answers for 8-9-2007Answers for 8-9-2007 Answers for 8-9-2007
Magic maze Sudoku Super Crossword
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ADVERTISING PRICES
First 15 words $7.00
Each additional word $0.20

Bold, Caps, border $7.00

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.  When you place a
classified advertisement in the Rambler, we publish it online at no additional
charge. The Irving Rambler does not accept submission of an advertisement as
a commitment to publish.  Publication of an advertisement does not create an
obligation to continue publishing.  The Irving Rambler reserves the right to
refuse to publish any advertisement for any reason.  Ads promoting hate groups,
or including inappropriate material will not be published.  E-mail addresses
will only be published if included in the copy of your classified ad.

To purchase classified ads call
214-675-6493.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

HELP WANTED
Mike Overby, PE/CMC Principal & Owner
Express Personnel Services Dallas Metro Of-
fice 4070 N. Beltline Rd #126 Irving, TX
75038 972-258-4981 - Office 469-222-5559
- Cell An ISO 9001-2000 Certified Company
“Helping People Succeed” Link to our monthly
newsletter: www.expresspersonnel.com/news-
letters/e_exchange.htm HRTips: http://
employers.expresspersonnel.com/us/solutions/
hr-tip-archives.aspx

SALES POSITION
Local territory, established accounts, People
person, detail oriented, responsible, courteous,
articulate, computer literate, MS Office, email
and internet savvy opportunity for growth, ex-
perience preferred, call to 214-675-6493 to
discuss your opportinities

PIANO INSTRUCTION
Ronald Frost, M.A. Las Angeles Conservatory
of Music. Your home / my studio 972-286-6677

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES
FOR SALE-Hot Wheels Collection-Treasure
Hunts, Final Runs and many other series 972-
438-4522

Games and PuzzlesGames and PuzzlesGames and PuzzlesGames and PuzzlesGames and Puzzles

MOMENTS IN TIME
The History Channel

On Aug. 19, 1895, John
Wesley Hardin, one of the bloodi-
est killers of the Old West, is shot
from behind and killed by an off-
duty policeman as he played dice
in the Acme saloon in El Paso,
Texas. A jury apparently felt that
John Selman had done the town a
favor and acquitted him of any
wrongdoing.

On Aug. 20, 1921, bestselling
author Jacqueline Susann is born
in Philadelphia to a schoolteacher
mother and artist father. Her sec-
ond novel, “Valley of the Dolls,”
about drug use, sex and insecurity
among actresses, broke all records
for sales of a novel.

On Aug. 16, 1956, actor Bela
Lugosi, best known for his por-

trayal of Dracula, dies. Lugosi was
buried with his Dracula cape.

On Aug. 18, 1963, James
Meredith, the first black to attend
the University of Mississippi,
graduates with a degree in politi-
cal science. His enrollment in the
university a year earlier was met
with deadly riots, and he subse-
quently attended class under
heavily armed guard.

On Aug. 17, 1978, the Double
Eagle II completes the first trans-
Atlantic balloon flight when it
lands in a barley field near Paris,
six days after lifting off from
Presque Isle, Maine. The helium-
filled balloon piloted by Ben
Abruzzo, Maxie Anderson and
Larry Newman flew 3,233 miles in
137 hours.

On Aug. 21, 1987, the Dow’s
six-year bull run topped out at a
then-unprecedented 2772.4 points.
The stock market would come
crashing down two months later on
Oct. 19, when the Dow lost a
record-setting 508 points in a
single day.

On Aug. 15, 1994, terrorist
Illich Ramirez Sanchez, long
known as Carlos, is captured in
Khartoum, Sudan, by French in-
telligence agents. Since there was
no extradition treaty with Sudan,
the French agents had to sedate
and kidnap him. Carlos was widely
believed to be responsible for nu-
merous terrorist attacks between
1973 and 1992.

(c) 2005 King Features Synd., Inc.

$8 + Bonus scale$
Call Center Rep

No Exp Nec
F/T 12-8 & P/T 4-8 M/F

Call 972-929-4272

HELP WANTED
Silverleaf Vacation Store is looking to fill 5 administrative/
customer service positions for our Irving location. Our beau-
tiful office is in need of smiling faces with computer knowl-
edge and 10-key by  touch. If you are a people person and
enjoy an upbeat environment call Linda or Juli today at 817-
791-9924 or 903-316-1419. Competitive pay and benefits
available for both entry level and experienced personnel.

House for Sale
Open House Saturday,

August 18 from
10am - 1:00pm

at 1902 Cooper Irving.
$189,900

Sellers are very motivated
- will assist with buyers

closing costs with an
acceptable offer.

SO on Carl from 183 to
Grauwyler. Go left on
Grauwyler to Cooper
then go left again on

Cooper. MLS#
10817820.

For more information
call 817-793-5140.

UCP of Metro Dallas
DIRECT CARE ATTENDANT
NEEDED in IRVING AREA.
Direct personal assistance w/daily activities in client’s

home (grooming, hygiene, & community).
Requires 1 yr exp working w/the disabled & reliable transportation.

Hours: M-W-F; 10:30 am-1:30pm
Contact:  Teresa Wilson

214-247-4544
Read the

Irving
Rambler

online at

IrvingRambler.com

Bud Batter
Self Rising Flour  1 ½
cups                  
Cinnamon, ground  1  tsp
Budweiser  12 oz     
Salt  ¼ tsp
Bananas  2 each

Procedure for batter:
Combine the dry ingredients in a
mixing bowl and whisk in the beer
adjusting to get a consistency to
coat. Quarter the bananas and drop
them into the mixing bowl to coat
evenly. Saute in a medium sauté pan
with a ¼ inch of oil on medium heat
until golden brown. Serve warm with
Thai Pepper Dipping Sauce.

Thai Pepper Peanut Butter Dip-
ping Sauce
Sesame Oil  1 tsp
Fresh Ginger  1 Tbsp
Fresh Garlic (minced)  1 clove
Scallions  2 ea
Thai Pepper (or 1 tsp dried chili
flakes) 1 ea

Remember the KingRemember the KingRemember the KingRemember the KingRemember the King
with a treasured recipewith a treasured recipewith a treasured recipewith a treasured recipewith a treasured recipe
By Matt Polizzi

Every August, thousands of
Elvis devotees gather in Memphis
for Elvis Week to commemorate
the King’s passing on Aug. 16,
1977. This year marks the 30th an-
niversary of this historic date, and
more than 200,000 thousand fans
are expected to make their way to
Graceland to celebrate his
legacy. If you can’t make the trek
this August to the mecca of rock
’n’ roll, you can celebrate Elvis’
legacy by hosting your own Elvis
dinner. 

Elvis grew up in sparse con-
ditions in northern Mississippi,
eating his mother’s simple, South-

ern home cooking. Even after be-
coming the hip shaking, gyrating
rock ’n’ roll star, he still main-
tained his Southern roots when it
came to his comfort foods – par-
ticularly pork chops, barbecue bris-
ket, pizza, ham dumplings and the
legendary fried peanut butter and
banana sandwiches.

Now, Michelin 3-star rated,
Certified Executive Chef Brent
Wertz has put his modern twist on
some of Elvis’ favorite foods, so
you can celebrate Elvis’ legacy in
style. The following recipe is the
perfect way to remember Elvis this
August.

Brown Sugar  2 Tbsp
Soy Sauce  2 Tbsp
Heavy Cream  ¼ cup
Budweiser Beer  2 Tbsp
Creamy Peanut Butter ½ cup

Procedure for dipping sauce:
In a small sauce pot over medium
heat add the oil, ginger, garlic, scal-
lions and pepper, and sweat until they
begin to brown. Add the sugar and
soy sauce and remove from the heat
as soon as the sugar is dissolved. Off
the heat, add the cream and beer, and
stir in the peanut butter adjusting the
consistency with the beer. Texture
will vary according to the brand of
peanut butter.

Perfect Bud Battered Bananas
with Thai Peanut Butter Dipping
Sauce Beer Pairing Bud Light. Bud
Light’s fresh, delicate aromas and
light, balanced and fast body will
offset and cut through the sweet-hot
peanut sauce and refresh completely.

Bud Battered Bananas with Thai
Peanut Butter Dipping Sauce
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