
“The Newspaper Irving Reads”www.irvingrambler.com  August 2, 2007

Student wins national
literary contest
Page 4

ICDC wins Non-Profit
of Year award
Page 6

THIS
WEEK

Irving Ramblerthe

Fire Page 2
Obituaries Page 9
Police Page 2
Puzzles Page 10

IrIrIrIrIrving Rambler $0.25ving Rambler $0.25ving Rambler $0.25ving Rambler $0.25ving Rambler $0.25

By Jess Paniszczyn
Eight teams from as far away

as California and Puerto Rico have
converged on Trinity View Park to
compete in Pony Baseball’s Mus-
tang League World Series. Four
days of fierce baseball will culmi-
nate in a champion being recog-
nized Saturday evening.

“This is the 13th year for the
Mustang World Series to be here,”
Gene Ellis, tournament director
and division director for Mustang
program in the South Zone, said.
“The Irving Boys Baseball associa-
tion people are very good at what
they do and they have always been
successful in hosting this tourna-
ment. It is a joy to be here and see
all the kids participating at this
level. By the time they complete
this tournament, the teams will
have completed six levels of tour-
nament play. The only way you can

get a true champion is to go
through these levels of tournament
play.

Baseball may be the order of
the day, but the tournament also
offers kids opportunities to meet
people.

“The kids have a good time.
They have a chance to meet kids
from other parts of the United
States as well as Mexico and Puerto
Rico. Sometimes the kids form
long-standing friendships that last
over the years,” Mr. Ellis said.

“For nine and ten year old kids
this is a fantastic tournament. If we
can teach kids at this age to be
gentlemen and be friendly, and
have fun at what they are doing,
then we have succeeded in our job
as adults.”

The Mustang World Series
offers plenty of opportunities for
kids to have fun, according to Sh-

annon Buffington, business man-
ager and co-first assistant coach of
the Irving Blue team.

“The World Series is a great
experience for kids. They have a
blast swimming together and mak-
ing new friends. They all stay in
the same hotel together. We have
over 150 rooms,” Mr. Buffington
said.

“The city of Irving is so lucky
to get to host this event. There are
so many other places that want to
host this tournament. We are privi-
leged to have good facilities that
the city takes care of.

Local businesses also support
the four-day tournament.

“Financially, the tournament
is a very good opportunity for a lot
of the local businesses. All the lo-
cal businesses boost their sales, es-
pecially the restaurants. There are
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By Jess Paniszczyn
From dominoes to dodgeball,

tennis to soccer, it doesn’t matter
which sport the kids enjoy, young-
sters 11 through 17 years old have
an opportunity to compete in tour-
naments through the Parks and
Recreation Department’s annual
Summer Games. Divided into two

age categories, kids interact and
develop skills during two weeks of
competitions.

“I just came from the tennis
competition,” Dwight Pinnix, rec-
reation manager, said. “Some of
the kids were pretty good, and
some of them were just kind of
getting the ball over the net and

giving it a try.
“Through the Summer

Games, kids have the opportunity
to try different sports. You may be
a great athlete in a certain sport,
but you try another sport and find
that you are average. But then you
get to make it up in your sport.
There is a kind of give and take in
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the games. The kids seem very ex-
cited by the games.

“The young ones who are not
eligible for the games are looking
forward to competing in the fu-
ture,” he said.

The promise of competition
encourages kids to behave them-

Irving ISD has announced new
principal appointments for the
2007-2008 school year.

John Rose is the new princi-
pal at de Zavala Middle School, re-
placing Sebastian Bozas. Rose pre-
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viously served as principal at
Crockett Middle School.

Taking over for Rose at
Crockett is Angie Gaylord, who
served previously as a vice princi-
pal at Austin Middle School.

Patty Notgrass is the new prin-
cipal at Lively Elementary School,
replacing Raul Peña. Notgrass pre-
viously served as principal at
Elliott Elementary School.

Replacing Notgrass at Elliott
is Dr. Jill Tokumoto, who served
previously as an elementary prin-
cipal in Everett, WA.

Tina Richard is the new prin-
cipal at Johnston Elementary
School, replacing Sandy Sanders.
Richard previously served as prin-
cipal at Good Elementary School.

Taking over for Richard at
Good is Yanira Oliveras, who
served previously as an assistant
principal at Good.

Hilda Rodriguez is the new
principal at Thomas Haley El-
ementary School, replacing Danny
Ward. Rodriguez previously served
as an elementary principal in
Saginaw, Michigan.

See KIDS, Page 4

See MUSTANG, Page 3

Swinging for the fences, an Irving Blue batter prepares for an
upcoming World Series game.

Fighting for first place, the Cimarron and Northwest teams compete in the youth dodgeball finals.
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Hours of operation:
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 11-6

Saturday 11-5
Sunday 12-5
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The precious pets
at the DFW Hu-
mane Society
would like to
bring a lifetime of

Come adopt a new
family member today!

1611 W, Irving Blvd.
Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-3333

If you can’t adopt, please donate!

love and happiness into your home!!

A g g r a v a t e d
Robbery: 07-
26-07 at 10:21
p.m.  Two sus-
pects entered
theWhataburger,
410 S. Loop 12,
and walked into

the kitchen area. One of the sus-
pects pointed a sawed-off shotgun
at the employees, while the other

suspect removed money from the
cash registers. They forced the
manager to remove the money
from the safe and also took his
wallet. The pair fled the scene on
foot and were last seen running
towards Irving Blvd.

The first suspect was de-
scribed as a black male, approxi-
mately 5’ 09”, medium build,
wearing a black t-shirt, blue jean

shorts, a dark colored hat, and a
red bandana covering the bottom
half of his face. He was carrying
the sawed-off shotgun. The second
suspect was described as a black
male, 5’ 05”, medium build, wear-
ing a red t-shirt, blue jean shorts,
and a blue bandana covering the
bottom half of his face.

Deadly Conduct / Drive-by
Shooting: 07-27-07 at 3:00 a.m.
A suspect drove by the residence
in the 100 block of Mohawk and
discharged a .22 caliber weapon
into the house causing damage to
the window and interior wall of the
living room. 
 
Robbery: 07-28-07 at 1:00 a.m.
The complainant was involved in
a verbal altercation with the sus-
pect at Buffalo Wild Wings on I.H.
635. When the complainant left
the restaurant, the suspect followed
the complainant to the area of
Home Depot and again confronted
the complainant. The suspect as-
saulted the complainant and stole
the complainant’s vehicle and
other property. The vehicle was
recovered a short distance away,
but several items were missing.  

Shooting: 07-29-07 at 2:47 a.m.
The victim was walking from his
truck to his apartment in the Oak
Hills Apartments when he was
confronted by two suspects. After
taking his wallet, they shot him in
the chest with a 9 mm handgun
and fled the scene on foot. The vic-
tim was transported to Parkland by
IFD and is in critical condition.
 
Robbery: 07-29-07 at 3:00 a.m.
The complainant was walking to
his car in the Heather Ridge Apts.
when he was suddenly attacked by
two males. During the assault, the
suspects threatened to kill the com-
plainant and demanded that he

empty his pockets. No property
was taken. The suspects fled on
foot prior to police arrival.
 
Aggravated Robbery: 07-29-07
at 4:10 p.m.  An unknown suspect
entered the Stop-N-Get, 1915 S.
Story Rd, and robbed the clerk at
gunpoint. The suspect fled the lo-
cation on foot.
 
Robbery: 07-30-07 at 4:12 p.m.
Complainant was returning from
the bank to her business at 1407
E. Grauwyler Rd. As she got out
of her vehicle, a suspect ran up to
her, sprayed her in the face with
pepper spray, and then stole the
bank bag from the complainant.
The suspect, a female, got into a
waiting vehicle and fled the loca-
tion. The vehicle she fled in was
driven by an unseen suspect.

Deadly Conduct: 08-01-07 at
12:17 a.m.  Unknown suspects
fired multiple shots into the Tudor
Lane Apartments. There were no
injuries to any of the occupants.
 
Burglary Motor Vehicles/Ar-
rests: 08-01-07 at 1:47 a.m.  Of-
ficers were sent to a possible BMV
in progress in the 2100 block of
Estrada Pkwy. When they arrived,
several suspects fled on foot from
the area. Three juveniles were ap-
prehended and two vehicles were
discovered broken into.

Robbery/ Individual: 08-01-07 at
3:00 a.m.  The complainant was
returning to her apartment in the
6300 block of N. MacArthur from
work. She was approached by a
male who punched her in the face
and head several times. The sus-
pect stole the complainant’s day
planner and $80. The suspect fled
on foot.  
 

Aggravated Robbery: 08-01-07
at 2:53 p.m.  The victim was open-
ing his apartment door in the Oak
Tree Apartments when he was ap-
proached by a suspect who in-
quired about the victim’s dog. The
victim spoke to the suspect for a
short time and then entered his
apartment. The suspect hit the vic-
tim from behind with an unknown
object and entered the apartment
where he continued to assault the
victim. After repeatedly assaulting
the victim, the suspect took cash
from the victim’s wallet and fled
the scene.
 
Aggravated Robbery: 08-01-07
at 11:15 p.m.  Two males entered
the Stop and Get Store, 1915 S.
Story. They displayed a handgun
and demanded money. The store
clerk armed himself with a shot-
gun and scared both away. An of-
ficer heard the description of the
suspects and located them a short
distance away. Both suspects,
along with a third person with ac-
tive warrants, were arrested.
 
Pursuit/ Arrest: 08-01-07 at 11:36
p.m.  An officer observed a suspi-
cious male on a motorcycle with
no license plate at Carl Rd. and
S.H. 183. He believed the motor-
cycle was likely stolen. He at-
tempted to stop the suspect and the
suspect fled west bound on S.H.
183. The suspect eventually exited
at Highway 10 in Euless and drove
into a neighborhood in East Ft.
Worth. The suspect fled from of-
ficers on foot, but he was appre-
hended in a nearby brushy area.
The suspect was found to be in
possession of ½ oz. of metham-
phetamine, scales, baggies, and
over $4,000 in cash. He also had
felony warrants for felon in pos-
session of a firearm and delivery
of methamphetamine.

07-30-07 at 3:08 a.m.  An
Irving Officer had just made a
traffic stop on Irving Blvd. at the
east service road to State Loop
12 when he heard a voice from a
short distance away calling for
help. The officer abandoned the
traffic stop and went to the aid
of the man calling to him.

The officer found that the
man had been shot multiple times
after he had stopped on the shoul-
der of northbound Loop 12 fol-
lowing a minor traffic accident.
A black male approached him,
hit him, and then shot him mul-
tiple times. That man then got
into the victim’s Cadillac and
fled northbound on Loop 12. The
mini-van that the suspect had
been in, fled as well following the
victim’s car.

The officer radioed the in-
formation to dispatch and other

units and a short time later the two
vehicles were seen (still traveling
together) eastbound on S.H.183
heading into Dallas near Mocking-
bird. A chase ensued and the mini-
van was confirmed to be a stolen
vehicle as well. Both vehicles
stayed together for a short time
then split up and went different
directions. The Cadillac pursuit
ended when the driver slowed to
approximately 30 mph, climbed
out the driver ’s window and
jumped from the moving vehicle.
The pursuing officer stated that
when the suspect jumped, he rolled
on the street and was partially run
over by the stolen vehicle, the sus-
pect then got up and fled into a
wooded area while the vehicle con-
tinued for approximately 200 yards
before striking a fence and com-
ing to rest.

The mini-van being chased

in another area entered a neigh-
borhood and slowed to about 5
mph, still rolling, at which time
the two suspects in it jumped out
and ran as well. Dallas Police re-
sponded with officers, their heli-
copter and a K-9 Unit and
searched the areas in question,
however, no suspects were lo-
cated/apprehended. Both vehicles
and evidence seized and are be-
ing processed by police to gather
suspect information.

The shooting victim, a His-
panic male (25) of Dallas, was
transported to Parkland Memo-
rial Hospital and underwent sur-
gery for his injuries. He is cur-
rently listed in critical condition.
Suspects are described as three
black males; two are approxi-
mately 5’8 – 6’, thin build, one
had on a dark shirt and one had a
light colored shirt.

Ambulances went into overload five times.
First arriving companies responding to a major acci-

dent at 6:50 a.m. found a car in the creek near the intersec-
tion of Rock Island and Sowers. The officer in charge of the
scene requested the High Angle Rescue Team. The victim
was successfully removed from the car and transported to
the hospital by IFD ambulance.

Ambulances went into overload twice.
Companies responded to a structure fire in the 3800

block of Esters Rd., the first arriving engine company re-
ported a small fire on the outside portion of the wall. The
fire was placed under control 7 min. after the initial 911
call. No injuries were reported.
07-30: Ambulances went into overload once.
08-01: Special Ops was an elevator rescue with all occu-
pants being removed safely. Ambulances went into overload
twice.

Irving Fire Department responded to 320 incidents.
The Fire incidents

90 Miscellaneous Fire
        and Rescue Calls
  2 Structure Fires
  3 Special Operations
 2   Vehicle Fires

Comments:

Medical calls
28 Major Accidents
57 Major Medical
32 Heart Attacks
42 Difficulty Breathing
45 Trauma Related
19 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary July 26 - Aug 1, 2007

07-26:
07-27:

07-28:
07-29:

08-01:
07-30:

Shooting/Aggravated Robbery:
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Mungles
on Movies

August 5    Heritage House Tour-
Learn more about one of the early
homes in Irving by visiting the Irv-
ing Heritage House for a docent led
tour. The Heritage House is located
at 303 South O’Connor, and will
be open for tours between the hours
of 3:00 - 5:00 p.m. Admission is
free. Built in 1912, the Heritage
House is a restored pioneer home.
Recognition received by the Heri-
tage Society includes citations
from the Texas Historical Commis-
sion, the Dallas County Historical
Commission, the Texas African
American Heritage Organization
and the John R. Hill, Jr.  Legacy
Award.

August 7    National Night Out -
National Night Out is held each
summer to encourage people

throughout the nation to come out-
side and join their neighbors in
giving neighborhood crime a “go-
ing away” party. The Irving Police
Department takes reservations to
have a police officer make a 15-
minute visit to neighborhood block
parties on National Night
Out. Residents can contact the Irv-
ing Police Department’s NNO Co-
ordinator at 972-721-3557 or
rcline@cityofirving.org to place
your party on the list. Please pro-
vide your Association name, loca-
tion of the party, contact person’s
name, phone number and email
address. Block party organizers
can also register to receive a “how-
to-kit” and get on a mailing list for
the national effort by going to
www.nationaltownwatch.org/nno.

August 7    Korean Traditional
Music - Presented by Dallas Ko-
rean Cultural Foundation - Enjoy
the many different music and
dance styles of 16 artists special-
izing in Jangu Dance, Sogo Dance,
Chang (singing folk story),
Samulnori (four instrument play),
Gayageum Play, Daegeum Play
(flute) and more. At 7:30 p.m. tick-
ets $15-20, call 972-252-ARTS for
tickets Carpenter Performance
Hall, 3333 N. MacArthur Blvd.
www.IrvingArtsCenter.com.

August 9    Tea & Talk - Every
month book fans gather at 11 a.m.,
Barnes & Noble, 3634 Irving Mall
to discuss a variety of literature.
The August selection is “The Glass
Castle” by Jeanette Walls. No reg-
istration is required.

HARRY POTTER    PG13
12:25PM    1:15PM    3:30PM    4:30PM
6:45PM    7:50PM    9:50PM

LIVE FREE OR DIE HARD    PG13
12:20PM    3:55PM    7:10PM    10:00PM
#I NOW PRONOUNCE YOU CHUCK

AND LARRY    PG13
1:25PM    4:35PM    7:20PM    10:00PM

WHO’S YOUR CADDY    PG13
12:05PM    2:45PM    4:55PM    7:10PM
9:35PM

*HOT ROD    PG13
12:20PM    2:35PM    4:50PM    7:25PM
9:40PM

RATATOUILLE    G
1:35PM    4:15PM    6:40PM    9:20PM

TRANSFORMERS    PG13
12:30PM    3:45PM    6:50PM    9:45PM

*NO RESERVATIONS    PG
12:55PM    4:10PM    7:35PM    10:10PM

BRATS    PG
12:00PM    2:30PM    5:05PM    7:30PM
9:55PM

HAIRSPRAY    PG13
1:30PM    4:20PM    6:55PM    10:05PM

#BOURNE ULTIMATUM    PG13
1:00PM    1:45PM    4:30PM    5:00PM
7:15PM    7:50PM    9:55PM    10:25 PM

#THE SIMPSON’S MOVIE    PG
12:15PM    12:55PM    2:25PM    3:15PM
4:45PM    5:30PM    7:00PM    7:45PM
9:30PM    10:10PM

#UNDERDOG    PG
12:35PM    2:50PM    4:55PM    7:05PM
9:15PM

Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater
Why wait in lines? PUCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

# NO PASSES * FULLY RESTRICTED

By Matt Mungle
Title: The Bourne Ultimatum
Rated: PG-13

Will the third installment of
the Jason Bourne series get us any
closer to the truth of who he really
is? In The Bourne Ultimatum, we
find more of the same questions
and fewer surprises. But for fans
of the series this one is as action
packed and high strung as ever. I
had a desire when I saw the Bourne
Identity for this character to be-
come the new Bond. It was and is
a great concept. Where James
Bond is old, slow and kind of
greasy, Bourne is young, quick and
deeper than any Bond past or
present. Granted the two aren’t
needing to be compared but I
wanted to do it, so I did.

It will help if you have seen
the first two Bourne films, but if
you have not, this one gives you
the facts fast and furious in the first

few moments. I was a little wor-
ried because it seemed to start slow
and bind up with flashbacks. I had
no reason to fret, because this soon
took off and didn’t stop for 100
minutes or so. Bourne (Matt
Damon) is still trying to find the
truth of his existence while the
government tries to keep him from
uncovering secrets. So nothing
new in this one. Bourne is still run-
ning and outwitting the entire CIA
staff. Hard to believe? Sure. But we
have bought less plausible things
from Hollywood. Cars turning into
robots and guys with webs that
shoot out of their wrists to name a
couple.

I will say the one annoying
thing about this film was the deci-
sion to save money on the budget
and go with the cameras without
the internal stabilizer. The faster
the action on screen the shakier the
camera work. I understand their ar-
tistic thought on this but it was be-

yond distracting and made the ac-
tion have less of an impact. We
love the fact that Bourne can kill
anyone with a normal household
object (remember the rolled up
paper in the last film) so let us see
it more clearly. You almost won-
der if the camera work and clipped
editing was to cover up for bad
stunt work. I guess we will never
know.

Bottom line, if you liked the
first two films you will love this
one even more. If you even re-
motely disliked the first two you
will hate this one with a passion.
It’s lack of anything original will
undoubtedly put off many viewers.
It is rated PG-13 for violence and
non-stop action. There are plenty
of fight scenes and car chases and
gun battles, but without the gore
and blood splatters of most action
films. The language is mild and
barring a few expletives and some
liberties with the creator of the

universe, safe for all. In fact, there
isn’t much dialogue period. Most
scenes involve Bourne running
through the streets of foreign lands
with the CIA on his trail. I still
have to give it 3.5 out of 5 assets. I
have always liked the Bourne char-
acter and look forward to more of
the story. Just be sure you know
before you go. I’m Matt Mungle.

Bourne in the USA

Matt is a member of the North Texas Film
Critics Association (NTFCA) and hosts
the weekly syndicated Indie Rock Radio
Show Spin 180. Plus with his wife Cindy
they do a weekly radio feature, The
Mungles on Movies. For additional re-
views and interview clips visit
www.mungleshow.com.
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two or three spots around town
where we have sent teams from out
of town to enjoy themselves. While
they are here, we want them to
spend some money in our commu-
nity,” Mr. Buffington said.

“A lot of restaurants are spon-
sors. They provide food tickets so

the kids can eat for free. The kids
get to eat for free for pretty much
the whole time they are here.”

As the host city, Irving is al-
lowed one spot in the Mustang
World Series. Irving Blue, an all-
star IBBA team, has the honor of
representing the city each year.

“It is hard for the city of Irv-
ing host team, because we can’t
play in any tournaments that are
Pony sponsored. If we were to lose
a tournament, we would lose our
exemption to play in this tourna-
ment. Whoever won would take
our spot, and the Irving Boys Base-

ball Association is not giving up
its spot.

“I hope one day these kids
look back and realize that they
have been part of something spe-
cial. This tournament is something
they will remember for a lifetime,”
he said.

Alan Lewis, Irving Boys Base-
ball World Series director, believes
baseball allows kids opportunities
to grow while having fun.

“The kids practice and play
ball a lot to make it to this level.
Along the way they experience
character building and have fun
times. These kids have what might
be a once in a lifetime opportunity
to compete with teams across the
nation,” Mr. Lewis said.

At 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, the
final games of the Mustang World
Series will begin in Trinity View
Park. Following the final game,
teams will participate in the series’
closing ceremonies.

Continued from page 1

Mustang World Series offers once-in-a-lifetime experience
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To schedule call 1-888-246-0104
email: sales@onthespotlube.com

Change and maintenance on call
in the convenience of your Home or Work

$2999
(Including tax)

Fleet accounts of 5 or more vehicles welcome

Oil change includes
Top steering fluid
Top coolant
Top brake fluid
Check wiper blades
Check air filter
Check air pressure
Top windshield fluid
Grease if necessary
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selves during the long summer
days.

“Since we implemented the
code of conduct, it has worked.
Kids understand that they must
have a certain level of high con-
duct in the recreation centers in
order to participate in the Summer
Games. The conduct code is not
just in effect for the weeks of the
games, it is enforced for the entire
summer. We have very few disci-
plinary situations where we have
to ban someone from the recreation
centers for the summer. I think the
games play a big part in their con-
duct, because the kids want to par-
ticipate in the games. The kids take
a lot of pride in the games,” Mr.
Pinnix said.

All of the young participants
receive a t-shirt. Those competitors
who place in the top three receive
gold, silver and bronze medals re-
spectively.

“The kids participate in the
games for a good time. After a win
or a loss, they are shaking hands
and there are no hard feelings.
There is great sportsmanship. The
games are competitive, but
friendly. I have always been im-
pressed by that.

“The Summer Games are
about the kids and about having a
good time. It gives kids something
to do rather than hanging out and

getting into trouble,” Mr. Pinnix
said.

Tyrone Thurman, a recreation
specialist at Lee Park, believes the
Summer Games teach kids about
camaraderie and the nature of
competition.

“During the Summer Games,
kids have a chance to reunite and
play together before the school year
starts. ,” Mr. Thurman said.

“Kids learn that they have to
understand how to lose before they
can win. To win, you have to ac-
cept losing. The games are about
everybody coming together and
having a good time, not about win-
ning and losing,” he said.

Chess
Youth:
1st Place: Jake Morrison, Lee Park
2nd Place: Elijah Brooks, Lee Park
Teen
1st Place: Jigar Shah, Mustang
Park
2nd Place: Mo Nouman, Mustang
Park
 

Dominoes
Youth
1st Place: Isreal Omigie/Baron
Smith, Senter Park
2nd Place: Jessica Starkey/Nick
Trevino, West Park
3rd Place: Jordan Jenkins, Houston
Park /Mydarian Booker, Mustang
Park
Teens
1st Place: Janae Berry/Demarius
Washington, Senter Park
2nd Place: Vinh Tang/Erick
Forman, Northwest Park
3rd Place: Latrent Freemon/Trey
Williams, Cimarron Park
 

Tennis
Youth
1st Place: Natt Pladsri, Cimarron
Park
2nd Place: Vicor Koremura, Mus-
tang Park
3rd Place: Junichi Royal, Mustang
Park
Teens
1st Place: Matt Pladsri, Cimarron
Park
2nd Place: Jigar Shah, Mustang
Park
3rd Place: Logan McClenny, Lee
Park

 Dodgeball
Youth
1st Place: Cimarron
2nd Place: West Park
3rd Place: Lee Park
Teens
1st Place: Northwest Park
2nd Place: Senter Park
3rd Place: Austin Park

Bowling
1st Place: Lee Park
2nd Place: Mustang Park
3rd Place: Northwest Park
 

Soccer Skills
Youth
1st Place: Guillermo Correa, Lee
Park
2nd Place: Gio Perez, Mustang Park
3rd Place: Gibron Perez, Mustang
Park
Teens
1st Place: Frank Hernandez, North-
west Park
2nd Place: Aaron Montalbo, West
Park
3rd Place: Matthew Coronado, West
Park
 

Volleyball
Youth
1st Place: Cimarron Park
2nd Place: Houston Park
3rd Place: Lamar Park
Teens
1st Place: Lee Park
2nd Place: Cimarron Park
3rd Place: Senter Park
 

Basketball
Youth
1st Place: West Park
2nd Place: Lamar Park
3rd Place: Cimarron Park

Twenty Irving ISD educators
and administrators were chosen to
participate in the Weightless
Flights of Discovery Program,
which is sponsored by the
Northrop Grumman Foundation in
conjunction with Zero Gravity
Corporation.

Aimed at math and science
teachers in middle and high
schools, the program provides pro-
fessional development. Training
includes content workshops and
weightless flights like those used
to train astronauts for space explo-
ration.

Zero gravity flights are per-
formed using a specially modified,
FAA-approved aircraft called G-
Force One. Maneuvers are con-
ducted in dedicated airspace 100
miles long and 10 miles wide.

The program is designed to

help educators generate innova-
tive, hands-on learning that will
engage students in the areas of sci-
ence, technology and engineering.

IISD participants attended a
training workshop July 14 in
preparation for their flight, which
is scheduled for Aug.28.

The participants are: Dr.
Marie Morris, assistant superin-
tendent for teaching and learning;
Ann Mulvihill, secondary science
coordinator; Jennifer Hylemon,
secondary math coordinator; Kelly
Achilles, science teacher, Houston
Middle School; Cindy Bell, science
teacher, Lamar Middle School;
Tamera Candelaria, science
teacher, Houston; Andrew Dodd,
science teacher, The Academy of
Irving ISD; Julie Garner, science
teacher, Lamar; Toni Goodman,
vice principal, Irving High School;

Vickie Harper, math teacher,
MacArthur High School; Kay
Kelbly, science teacher, Academy;
Megan Kotula, science teacher,
Austin Middle School; Pam
Lawson, science teacher, Crockett
Middle School; Lisa Lee, science
teacher/coach, Irving High;
Charlene Masch, science teacher,
de Zavala Middle School;

Adrianna McNellie, math teacher,
Austin; Maureen Pickens, math
teacher, Academy; Karen Sargent,
math teacher, Nimitz High School;
Melanie White, science teacher,
Lamar; and Kristi Woodhouse, sci-
ence teacher, Lamar.

For more information about
the program, visit
www.gozerog.com.

IrIrIrIrIrving educators chosen for Zero Graving educators chosen for Zero Graving educators chosen for Zero Graving educators chosen for Zero Graving educators chosen for Zero Gravity Flightvity Flightvity Flightvity Flightvity Flight

Provided by Janis Browning
North Lake College student

Hollis Fischer’s poem “Moving
House” was selected as a first place
winner in poetry in the National
Student Literary Competition. The

competition is sponsored by the
League of Innovation (League), an
international organization serving
community colleges. Hollis will be
awarded $500 and his poem will
appear in the national publication

of the League. “Moving House”
will also be printed in the college’s
fall 2007 literary magazine, Duck
Soup.

The poem was the first place
poetry winner in the Dallas County

Community College District’s an-
nual literary competition. The win-
ning entries were then sent to the
League to represent the District.

Hollis is a part-time student at
the college and a full-time research

analyst. He credits his English II
instructor, Shelly Woodcox-Unruh,
for his current success. His goal is
to become an English teacher in
high school.

North Lake Student Wins National Literary Contest

Summer Games ChampionsSummer Games ChampionsSummer Games ChampionsSummer Games ChampionsSummer Games Champions

Kids look forward to competitions
Continued from page 1

Hollis Fischer wins national
poetry award
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BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS OF NORTH
TEXAS COMING TO LAS COLINAS

The nation’s largest chapter of the Big Brothers Big
Sisters organization is relocating its offices to 450
E. John Carpenter Freeway in Las Colinas. Big
Brothers Big Sisters of North Texas is currently
raising $22 million for a 5 year capital program that
includes acquiring the Las Colinas building. The
local chapter, which has matched 7,325 boys and
girls with Big Brothers or Big Sisters, has 135 em-
ployees. By 2010 they expect to reach 15,000 chil-
dren, which is an excellent opportunity for our busi-
ness leaders. The organization will occupy two floors
of the building and are seeking tenants for the other
two floors of the 60,000 sq ft building. T. Charles
Pierson serves as CEO and has been a Big Brother
to three boys over the past 14 years.
 

BANCTEC COMPLETES $345 MILLION
PRIVATE PLACEMENT

South Irving-based BancTec, a supplier of transac-
tion-processing and technology services, completed
a $345 million private placement. The private place-
ment included approximately 50 investors, prima-
rily institutional. BancTec’s stock is currently pri-
vate, but it has debt that is publicly traded. BancTec
was founded in 1972.
 

COMMERCIAL METALS
ACQUIRES CROATION MILL

Irving-headquartered Commercial Metals, a Fortune
500 company, announced that it has signed a de-
finitive purchase agreement with the Croatian gov-
ernment to acquire Valjaonica Cjevi Sisak, an elec-
tric arc furnace-based steel pipe company making
capacity of about 305,000 metric tons annually. This
facility will become the base for Commercial Met-
als growth and key markets of Central and Eastern
Europe.
 

MOST POPULAR COMMERCIAL RADIO
STATIONS AND TELEVISION STATIONS

The Dallas Business Journal recognized Irving-
based KLTY-FM (94.9) as one of the most popular
radio stations in the Metroplex based upon Arbitron
ratings and KDTX (Channel 58) as one of the most
popular television stations based upon Nielsen rat-
ings. Both media provide Christian broadcasting to
the Metroplex.

INDEPENDENT BANK
NAMES EXECUTIVE VP

Irving-based Independent Bank of Texas named Ri-
chard Shook to the position of Executive Vice Presi-
dent-Senior Lending Officer.
 

STAFFELBACH
DESIGNS RECOGNIZED

One of Irving’s Economic Development Investors,
Staffelbach Design Associates, has been awarded
the 2007 ASID Dallas DesignOvation Award for cor-
porate design over 50,000 sq ft. The award was pre-
sented by the American Society of Interior Design-
ers-Dallas. You are encouraged to use our private
Economic Development Investors (listed below) for
any of your business or personal needs.
 

COOKSEY COMMUNICATIONS
RECOGNIZED

Cooksey Communications recently won three Plati-
num and two Gold honors in the 2007 Hermes Cre-
ative Awards competition by the Association of
Communication and Marketing Professionals. The
firm also received two honorable mentions during
the contest, which recognizes outstanding perfor-
mance in media relations and marketing activities.
Three Platinum honors - the most esteemed of the
awards - emphasized Cooksey’s aptitude for secur-
ing placements in target publications, writing stra-
tegically and creating Web site content.
 

SBA LOAN TO IRVING BUSINESS
CBS Systems-USA, 1245 Royal Lane, received a
$50,000 SBA loan through Washington Mutual.
 

CHAMBER’S PAST
CHAIRPERSONS HONORED

As part of the Chamber’s Diamond Anniversary
Year, former chairpersons of the Chamber were rec-
ognized and honored Thursday evening in a Tropi-
cal Oasis setting at the Four Seasons Resort and
Club. Sixteen of the Chamber’s past leaders were
in attendance. Comedian and motivational speaker
Sally Baskey, a.k.a. Ida Mae Fudpucker, recognized
each chairperson and their volunteer service with
light-hearted comments. The Chamber’s annual
meeting and 75th Anniversary Celebration will be
October 25th.
 

DALLAS 100
The SMU Caruth Institute for Entrepreneurship is
seeking to identify the fastest growing private com-
panies in the DFW Metroplex. To qualify for the
Dallas 100™, a company must meet a number of
criteria based on its legal status, location, sales his-
tory, credit report, and character. To determine if
your company qualifies and to submit an applica-
tion, please contact the Caruth Institute for Entre-
preneurship at 214-768-9050 or apply on-line at
www.dallas100.com. Deadline is August 15th.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT INVESTORS
The Irving Economic Development Partnership would like to thank the following entities for

their continued support and investment in our program:

DIAMOND INVESTORS
City of Irving
Las Colinas Marketing Alliance

PLATINUM INVESTORS
Flowserve Corporation
Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP
Irving Convention & Visitors Bureau
TIAA Realty, Inc./Cousins

Properties Services

BRONZE INVESTORS
Archon Group
AT&T
Crow Holdings/Apollo R. E.
EF Johnson, Inc.
ExxonMobil
Frymire Services
Imlach & Collins Brothers
James Hardie Building Products
Koll Development Company
Office Resource Group
Prediction Analytics
PS Business Parks
Reliant Energy
San Jacinto Public Affairs
Staffelbach Design Associates

GOLD INVESTORS
Aviall, Inc.
Carrington Laboratories
Coldwell Banker
RIM
Trammell Crow Company

SILVER INVESTORS
Allstate Insurance
Atmos Energy
Classic Fare Catering
Comerica Bank
Friedel Photographic
Granite Properties
Medco Health Solutions
Quantum Custom Homes
The Staubach Company
Oncor Electric Delivery

To share in the benefits enjoyed by these entities, please call us at 214.217.8484 or visit ww.irvingchamber.com.

WEEKLY
BIZ BRIEF

A business activity report by the Irving Economic
Development Partnership.

DRIVER / FORKLIFT
Local driver needed to deliver construction

materials to the DFW area.
Class A is not required.

We are also looking for yard help. Forklift
experience needed.

We work M-F 7:00 - 4:30.
NO WEEKENDS!

Call 972-251-7150

Employees of Washington
Mutual (WaMu) in Irving and
Coppell supported Irving ISD stu-
dents by organizing a school sup-
plies collection for the third annual
Mayor & Firefighters Supplies for
Success drive.

From pencils to backpacks,
the WaMu collection yielded
nearly 8,000 school supplies. It

WWWWWaMu supporaMu supporaMu supporaMu supporaMu supports supplies drive for Irts supplies drive for Irts supplies drive for Irts supplies drive for Irts supplies drive for Irving schoolsving schoolsving schoolsving schoolsving schools
was the largest company-spon-
sored school supplies drive ever
organized to benefit IISD students,
according to Thelma Cantu, Part-
nerships in Education coordinator
for IISD.

“When we get involved, it’s
really showing the WaMu core val-
ues,” Priscilla McGuire, president
of the Community Involvement

Team, said. “We want to give back
to those who are in need.”

Representatives from the Irv-
ing Fire Department and Irving
Mayor Herbert Gears were present
to pick up the supplies July 30 from
the Irving offices of WaMu.

“This is really a surprise to all
of us. WaMu had a tremendous
amount of materials,” Mike Evitts,
assistant fire chief for the City of
Irving, said.

Assistant Fire Chief Mike Evitts accepts school supplies from
Priscilla McGuire and other representatives of Washington Mutual.

Provided by Cynthia Olson
The Salvation Army DFW

Metroplex Command received
over 5,000 pounds of food from the
Irving based Hitachi High Tech-
nologies on July 31. This donation
represents an 11% increase to the
2006 donation of 4,582 pounds of
food. Food donations of this scale
are typically associated with holi-
day food drives.

“The need is year-round” Cap-
tain Matt Trayler, of The Salvation
Army Community Center in Irv-
ing, said. “We continue to see an
increase in the number of families
requesting our assistance. With the

kids out of school, more meals are
needed during the summer. Folks
just don’t think about donating like
they do during the holidays.

“We truly appreciate the gen-
erosity of the Hitachi folks, and
look forward to their annual do-
nation. They do a tremendous job
of creating excitement and friendly
competition between their employ-
ees,” he said.

Each year, the Hitachi em-
ployees celebrate their success with
an employee luncheon, games and
prizes. Various departments within
the division compete for “bragging
rights” as the group who gathered
the most food. 

Hitachi THitachi THitachi THitachi THitachi Technoloechnoloechnoloechnoloechnologiesgiesgiesgiesgies,,,,, The Salvation  The Salvation  The Salvation  The Salvation  The Salvation ArmArmArmArmArmyyyyy
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Over 20 years of service in the community

972-790-6315
M-Th 9-6:30    F 9-6    Sat 9:30-6    Sun closed

(Story & Grauwyler intersection next to Kroger)
1600 N. Story Rd. Ste. 616, Irving

*excludes food & sale items

any* product15% OFF

“Quality Vitamins at down to Earth Prices!”

COUPON

 everyday10% OFF

$10
$20
$30 off

off
off serserserserservicevicevicevicevice

ooooovvvvver $100er $100er $100er $100er $100

serserserserservicevicevicevicevice
ooooovvvvver $300er $300er $300er $300er $300

serserserserservicevicevicevicevice
ooooovvvvver $200er $200er $200er $200er $200

Sam Jackson, construction su-
perintendent, seemed excited that
his crew overcame obstacles
caused by the weather to complete
the construction.

“We just got it done,” Mr.
Jackson said. “We obtained build-
ing permits on May 4 and poured
our first foundation on May 16. In
May, we had 21 days of rain. In
June, we had 15 days of rain. But
with a lot of hard work and dili-
gence, it is done. We thank the
Lord, all the subcontractors, and
the city.”

The Volunteer Center of North
Texas and ExxonMobil Corpora-
tion selected ICDC for the second
consecutive year to receive a grant
under the Exxon Mobil Commu-
nity Summer Jobs Program. Jeff
Hill, an intern provided through
the ExxonMobil Foundation,
found the experience of working
with ICDC to be beneficial in a
number of ways.

“Exxon Mobil Community
Summer Jobs Program gave me the
opportunity to learn. This whole
project has been a learning expe-

rience. The idea of the program is
to place interns and teach them. As
the interns learn, everybody gets
something out of having an intern

New homes built by ICDC create opportunities
By Jess Paniszczyn

The Irving Community Devel-
opment Corporation (ICDC) re-
cently hosted an open house to cel-
ebrate the completion of its latest
project, four homes in the 4100
block of West Pioneer Drive.

“ICDC is in the business of af-
fordable housing for folks who
have moderate and low incomes,”
Tino Soto, chairperson of the
ICDC board, said. “The Pioneer
Drive homes are our latest project.
We have built about 17 houses in
Irving.”

During the festivities, ICDC
was recognized as the Non-Profit
Agency of the Year and was pre-
sented a check for $1,000 from
ExxonMobil.

“As a result of having Jeff Hill,
an intern with ExxonMobil Foun-
dation, working on this project,
and ICDC participating with the
Exxon Mobil Community Summer
Jobs Program, ICDC received the
Non-Profit Agency of the Year
honor. We competed with 75 other
agencies for this distinction,” Mr.
Soto said.

available. I wasn’t the only one
who benefited. ICDC and the com-
munity of Irving benefited from the
program,” Mr. Hill said.

While welcoming four new homes to the Irving community,
George Edwin, Colvin Gibson, Sam Jackson, Tino Soto, Ed
Schafer, Rick Stopfer, Ruben Carranza and Nancy Akerman
celebrate ICDC’s award of a check for $1,000 from ExxonMobil
as the Non-Profit Agency of the Year.

The City of Irving and Irving
Convention and Visitors Bureau
are preparing to welcome transpor-
tation leaders and government of-
ficials from around the country for
the 10th Anniversary Transporta-
tion Summit. The summit offi-
cially begins at 1 p.m. Aug. 7, with
a Mayors Roundtable, and ends on
Aug. 10 with a closing luncheon.
Prior to the opening session, a Sen-
ate Transportation and Homeland
Security Committee Hearing will
be held, followed by a luncheon for
local traffic reporters. Developed
by the City of Irving 10 years ago,
the Transportation Summit is the
largest and most comprehensive
public policy transportation con-
ference in the nation.

TTTTTransporransporransporransporranspor tationtationtationtationtation
Summit StarSummit StarSummit StarSummit StarSummit Startststststs

Family and friends gather around Carol and Woody Schober
as they celebrate 50 years of marriage.

Sharing sweet memories
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425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

IN GOD WE TRUST

Metro (817) 498-7079
And our new location at

310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX
Metro (817) 477-3383

Visit Our Other Locations at
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Serving Irving For Over 35 Years

For Take Out Call SPECIALS
EVERY

DAY!

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

“““““Where   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”””””“““““Where   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”””””

Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking

All You Can Eat Food Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

Initial Exam
Cleaning &

Necessary X-Rays
New Patients Only Without Dental

Insurance

Take HomeTake HomeTake HomeTake HomeTake Home
Teeth WhiteningTeeth WhiteningTeeth WhiteningTeeth WhiteningTeeth Whitening

FREEFREEFREEFREEFREE
Byron L. Mitchell, DDS
Cosmetic & General Dentistry

972-717-1100
With Cleaning,
Exam & X-Rays

New Patients Only With Dental
Insurance

Take HomeTake HomeTake HomeTake HomeTake Home
Teeth WhiteningTeeth WhiteningTeeth WhiteningTeeth WhiteningTeeth Whitening

New Patient SpecialNew Patient SpecialNew Patient SpecialNew Patient SpecialNew Patient Special

$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00

helping member chapters reach
their full potential.”

The AT&T Foundation is
committed to supporting diverse
underserved populations, includ-
ing youth, senior citizens, women,
low-income people and people
with disabilities. Since 2000,
AT&T and the AT&T Foundation
have distributed more than $289
million to programs and initiatives
that enhance education, support
community vitality and help meet
the critical needs of underserved
and diverse communities.

“A strong education and
knowledge of technology is the
gateway to jobs, innovation and in-
formation in the 21st century,” Jim
Epperson, president of AT&T
Texas, said. “With this program,
Irving Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce is helping to ensure that it
has the technology needed to share
information with important stock-
holders and Hispanic-owned busi-
nesses in Irving.”

nology education and leadership
initiatives. These initiatives will
result in workforce skills, the ex-
pansion of supplier diversity and
the immediate distribution of
newsletters, press releases and

other membership information
from the main office.

One of 26 chambers statewide
supported by AT&T’s $195,000
contribution to TAMACC, the Irv-
ing Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce, is using the funds to create
a unique information-sharing ca-
pability for corporate partners,
elected officials, civic and business
organizations and individuals to
reach a specific constituency or
stockholder group.

“It is vital that Hispanic-
owned businesses are able to com-
pete in today’s business environ-
ment, and this contribution will
empower local Hispanic chambers
to communicate with their mem-
bers by using innovative technolo-
gies that can expand Hispanic busi-
ness owners’ horizons and create
a new world of opportunity,” state
Sen. Leticia Van de Putte said.
“This program will enable
TAMACC to fulfill its mission of

IrIrIrIrIrving Hispanic Chamber of Commerce recieves parving Hispanic Chamber of Commerce recieves parving Hispanic Chamber of Commerce recieves parving Hispanic Chamber of Commerce recieves parving Hispanic Chamber of Commerce recieves part of t of t of t of t of AAAAAT&TT&TT&TT&TT&T donatation donatation donatation donatation donatation
Provided by Katie Brooks

The AT&T Foundation, the
corporate philanthropy organiza-
tion of AT&T Inc., announced a
$195,000 contribution to the Texas
Association of Mexican-American

Chambers of Commerce
(TAMACC) Educational Develop-
ment Foundation. The contribution
will provide hardware and soft-
ware technology solutions that will
help the organization conduct tech-

 Provided by Brian Murnahan
The 1700 employees of the

Dallas/ Fort Worth International
Airport recently kicked off their
2007 annual United Way cam-
paign. Employees will be asked to
participate by becoming cash do-
nors and the entire airport commu-
nity is invited to participate in sig-
nature events.

“The United Way has a proud
tradition at DFW and our theme
reflects the fact that our employ-
ees are truly leaders in their work
at the Airport as well in their com-
munities and neighborhoods
across North Texas,” Jeff Fegan,
CEO of DFW, said. “Our Airport
is experiencing some incredible
growth in all areas of our business
and we believe it is important to
give back to the community we
serve with great airline and cus-
tomer service every day. The
United Way is a compassionate,
effective way to support dozens of
great organizations across Dallas
and Tarrant Counties.”

One United Way agency in the
spotlight now is the American Red
Cross. The agency is assisting
families whose homes have been
ravaged by heavy rains and flood-
ing in North Texas, and in several
neighborhoods near DFW. Pro-
ceeds from the DFW United Way
Campaign benefit United Way
agencies in both Dallas and
Tarrant Counties. Donors can des-
ignate individual agencies to sup-
port with their donations.

Chesapeake Energy Corpora-

tion will be a major sponsor of the
campaign. Last year, the Airport
set an overall goal of $120,000 and
raised more than $170,000. For
2007, the benchmark goal is
$140,000.

“We will be working very hard
to exceed our benchmark and we
know that our employees and air-
port community will get truly in-
volved to make it happen,”
Underwood said. “Naturally, the
bread and butter of every campaign
is the individual who writes the
check or makes a payroll deduc-
tion. And we think our signature
events will give everyone from
employees to their families to con-
tractors and vendors a great way
to participate in the campaign.”

The first public event will be
Casino Night at the DFW Hyatt
Regency on Sep. 14. The event will
feature live music and a silent auc-
tion. Current sponsors include:
Chesapeake Energy Corporation,
American Airlines Federal Credit
Union, Ampco System Parking, M/
A-COM, Inc., Macy’s, Inc., AMB
Property Corporation, AON Con-
sulting, Inc., Gabriel, Roeder,
Smith & Company, NEC Unified
Solutions, Inc., Star Concessions
LTD., Symmetrex Solutions, Inc.
and Paradies – Pugh, Inc.

DFW’s annual United Way
golf tournament tees up on Sep. 14
at Cowboys Golf Club in Grape-
vine.

New to the event schedule this
year is a second golf tournament
on Oct. 22 at DFW’s Bear Creek

Golf Club.
“Our annual golf tournament

is so successful it sells out early
and we have a lot more golfers in
the Airport community who want
to participate,” Capps said, “So
we’re offering a second opportu-
nity to play right here at DFW.”

The campaign will hold a
LiveWell 1-mile Fun Run and 5K
Run/Walk event around DFW on
Oct. 27. LiveWell is one of DFW’s
top employee initiatives, encourag-
ing healthy lifestyles and family
activities.

Employees, Airport community
urged to join United Way campaign

Provided by Clay Sanford
Cool off with a tax credit

by installing products to make your
home more energy efficient. Dur-
ing 2007, consumers can make
energy-conscious purchases that
will provide benefits when filling
out their tax returns next year. The
law provides tax credits for mak-
ing your principal residence,
which must be in the United States,
more energy efficient and for buy-
ing certain energy efficient items.

“People who purchase and in-
stall specific products, such as en-
ergy-efficient windows, insulation,
doors, roofs and heating and cool-
ing equipment in the home can
usually receive a tax credit of up
to $500,” Clay Sanford, an IRS
spokesman in Dallas, said.

Credits for Individuals Who
Make Their Homes More En-
ergy Efficient

A recent tax law change pro-
vides a tax credit to improve the
energy efficiency of existing
homes. The law provides a 10%
credit for buying qualified energy
efficiency improvements. To
qualify, a component must meet or
exceed the criteria established by
the 2000 International Energy
Conservation Code (including
supplements) and must be installed
in the taxpayer’s main home in the
United States.

The following items are eli-
gible:
Insulation systems that reduce heat
loss/gain
Exterior windows (including sky-
lights)
Exterior doors, Metal roofs (meet-
ing applicable Energy Star require-
ments).

In addition, the law provides
a credit for costs relating to resi-
dential energy property expenses.
To qualify as residential energy
property, the property must meet
certification requirements pre-
scribed by the Secretary of the
Treasury and must be installed in
the taxpayer’s main home in the
United States.

The following items are eli-
gible:
$50 for each advanced main air
circulating fan
$150 for each qualified natural gas,
propane, or oil furnace or hot wa-
ter boiler
$300 for each item of qualified
energy efficient property.

The maximum credit for all tax-
able years is $500 – no more than
$200 of the credit can be attribut-
able to expenses for windows.

Additionally, the law makes a
credit available to those who add
qualified solar panels, solar water
heating equipment, or a fuel cell
power plant to their homes. In gen-
eral, a qualified fuel cell power
plant converts a fuel into electric-
ity using electrochemical means,
has an electricity –only generation
efficiency of more than 30% and
generates at least 0.5 kilowatts of
electricity. Taxpayers are allowed
one credit equal to 30% of the
qualified investment in a solar
panel up to a maximum credit of
$2,000, and another equivalent
credit for investing in a solar wa-
ter heating system. No part of ei-
ther system can be used to heat a
pool or hot tub.

Additionally, taxpayers are
also allowed a 30% tax credit for

the purchase of qualified fuel cell
power plants. The credit may not
exceed $500 for each .5 kilowatt
of capacity.

These items must be placed in ser-
vice after Dec. 31, 2005 and be-
fore Jan. 1, 2008. Visit
www.IRS.gov for many more help-
ful tax tips.

Cool tax tips for summer
home improvements
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By Brynne Sissom

Valley Ranch Association and

Irving Parks and Recreation teamed

up once again to present the Great

Pumpkin Dash and Fall Festival on

Oct. 22.

According to James Smith,

director for Cimarron Recreation

Center, this autumn festival has

grown to become an event with an

attendance estimated at 1,500.

“The City had an objective of

getting the surrounding community

to use these facilities. Hosting this

festival was one part of the answer.

We brought in businesses, hosted

other events, and we have met the

objective. People know that

Cimarron Rec Center is here for

them,” Smith said.

“It began four years ago when

Diane McGuire of the Valley Ranch

Home Association and the Las

Colinas Credit Union were hosting

the 5K Dash. We asked to partner

with them and they agreed. After

that, we grew to twice the size. The

number of runners grew from 80 to

180, then to 360 the next year. This

year we had 495 registered runners

in the 5K. That is success. Comcast

added extra exposure through their

cable network. We added the chili

cook-off and the fall carnival to

round out the event. We are glad

the churches came in to add their

choir music, too.

“This is the first time we had

the health programs for the families.

They made child immunization

available; Baylor Hospital has a

presence; the Mayor sponsored an

event—that is a first. We keep on

finding new ways to entertain the

neighborhood and to make more

services available to the populace.

I’m grateful for the communication

between all the groups that made it

a successful event, and especially

to the volunteers. It couldn’t have

happened without them,” Smith

said.

Chris Calvery, Chairman of the

Great Pumpkin Dash, was also

pleased with the growth of the

carnival, race, and attendance.

“We have grown to include

sponsors from outside Valley

Ranch. We had 36 sponsorships,

total, 28 are in Irving; 13 of them

are in Valley Ranch. We were able

to raise $23,000 dollars, $11,500 of

that is for our beneficiary, the

American Stroke Association,

which is a division of the American

Heart Association,” Calvery said.

“I’d like to recognize our seven

presenting sponsors. Comcast

presented the second annual chili

cook-off; A
cademy Sports and

Outdoors presented the 5k Race;

Baylor Hospital presented the

health fair and the screenings; Dr.

Alicia Alvarez, DDS, sponsored the

Pumpkin Patch photo area; Mayor

Herb Gears sponsored the costume

contests for adults and kids; Ebby

Halliday Realtors presented the

famous pet costume contest, and

Heartland Fellowship Church

presented the kids games.”

“I’d like this to become an

event recognized city-wide. I was

pleased the way the large stage

worked. Having on-stage events

seemed to keep people there longer.

It would be a perfect place to have

a pumpkin pie-eating contest,

which has been suggested for next

year. The chili cook-off was a

success, except it was smaller this

year because the firemen weren’t

able to join us. We definitely want

more chili entries in 2006. We are

thinking of more food booths too.

“We had new people in the

race and attending the festival who

told me that they had never been in

this area before and saying how

beautiful it is
. That is the kind of

reaction I want to get. The Pumpkin

Dash is a good marketing tool and

it’s getting better,” Calvery said.

Great Pumpkin Dash and

Fall Festival 
create a Valley

Ranch tradition

By Jess Paniszczyn

The City of Irving hosted an

informational meeting on Oct. 25

in the Civic Center Complex to

discuss the Irving Health Center,

a Community-Oriented Primary

Care (COPC) clinic.

Scheduled to be built on a

ten acre site at 1910 N. Britain

road, the clinic will include a

womens clinic, pediatric/

adolescent clinic, adult/geriatric

clinic, dental clinic, psychology/

psychiatry services, pharmacy,

lab/radiology facilities, financial

services and two community

classrooms.

Mayor Gears served as

moderator for the evening while

a variety of speakers offered

information about the clinic on their

areas of expertise.

“In the beginning, we did a

study that showed that from 30,000

to 50,000 of our residents would

use a COPC if it w
ere available,”

Mayor Gears said. “The need really

illustrated itself very clearly to us.

Our grant board and the city

council have always been

supportive of this project from day

one. This is more than a 12 million

dollar project. The facility is really

going to be a significant asset to

the community and to our citizens.

We often talk about partnership.

This clinic is a partnership between

HUD, the federal government, the

City of Irving, the Parkland Hospital

System and the Baylor Healthcare

System.

“We are going to have a

40,000 square foot, Parkland

COPC in our city. We send

Parkland about 35 million dollars

a year in tax revenue to provide

services and indigent care to

our citizens, who right now have

to travel to Parkland’s main

campus. Other cities in the

county have had these clinics

for some time and now it is our

turn. It is going to be a

significant facility that will

provide services for up to

65,000 to 75,000 visits p
er year.

This clinic is going to go a long

way towards improving the

quality of life for a lot of people

in Irving.
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A computer generated preview of the Irving Health Center created by architectural firm, Sterling

Barnett Little, Inc.

See FUTURE, Page 8

During the Homecoming Parade, Nimitz High School’s football team rides past on the back of a tractor-

trailer. Other Homecoming events include a Friday-night football game against the Bell Raiders, the

crowing of a Homecoming Queen and a dance.
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Texas’ largest pinball/
gameroom show, the Texas Pinball
Festival, was held in the Holiday
Inn Select DFW over the Halloween
weekend, Oct. 28-30.

Participants paid a weekend fee
or a daily fee to play as many of the
more than 100 pinball machines,
arcade games and slot machines as
they wished. Gottlieb/Premier game
designers, John Osbourne and John
Buras, discussed pinball history
with participants on Saturday. The
event also included an outdoor
coin-op swap meet, a variety of
tournaments, costume contests and
vendors.

Event coordinator, Bob
Herbinson, pioneered the Texas
Pinball Festival four years ago.

“This years’ Texas Pinball
Festival was bigger and better than
ever,” Mr. Herbinson said. The
festival had about 100 machines.
Since we ended up presenting the
festival the last weekend in October,
we took a Halloween theme. We had
a kids and an adults Halloween
costume contest. There were some
really creative adult Halloween
costumes. The contest had two
categories – general costumes, and
pinball characters or pinball related
costumes. We had lots of

tournaments, games for sale and we
had a great show.

“To me, pinball is a real
physical game. A video game is an
image drawn on a screen by a
computer. If you take the same
sequence of steps in a video game,
you get the same results every time,
because it is preprogrammed. With
a pinball machine, the ball is
random. The ball moves according
to gravity and how good you are
with the flippers. Every game is
different in pinball; you can’t repeat
the same game twice. That is why
pinball appeals to me and I think
that is the appeal for other people,”
Mr. Herbinson said.

Paul McKinney of Cedar Hill
maintains a private collection of
pinball machines.

“The fascination that I have
with pinball is that it combines a
couple of things. It combines
electrical engineering, mechanical
engineering, but more importantly
it takes those concepts and
combines them with art,” Mr.
McKinney said.

“I collect various pinball
machines. I try to end up with a
couple from almost every
manufacturer throughout the

Pinball festival offers aPinball festival offers aPinball festival offers aPinball festival offers aPinball festival offers a
unique gaming eunique gaming eunique gaming eunique gaming eunique gaming experiencexperiencexperiencexperiencexperience

Over the past month area wing
fanatics have been flocking to
Buffalo Wild Wings restaurants to
help raise money for the Tarrant
Area and North Texas Food Banks.
Every person who completed the
restaurant’s Blazin’ Challenge at any
of the eight events raised $50 each
for the food banks.

Winston Wells, Buffalo Wild
Wings corporate regional manager,
personally oversaw the Blazin’
Challenge Championship.

“Buffalo Wild Wings really
focuses on getting involved in
communities and in great causes,”
Mr. Wells said. “Partnering with
La’Roi Glover and the North Texas
Food Bank was a great way for us
to give back. Every dollar that we
raise can provide up to six meals.
Our ultimate goal for this
competition is to raise $5,000 to give
on behalf of Buffalo Wild Wings to
the North Texas Food Bank. We
have opened up in Dallas pretty
aggressively and not many people
know what Buffalo Wild Wings is.
We really, truly focus on the
communities that we do business
in.

Local Buffalo Local Buffalo Local Buffalo Local Buffalo Local Buffalo Wild Wild Wild Wild Wild Wings hosts finals ofWings hosts finals ofWings hosts finals ofWings hosts finals ofWings hosts finals of
BBBBBlazinlazinlazinlazinlazin’’’’’® ® ® ® ® Wing Competition for charityWing Competition for charityWing Competition for charityWing Competition for charityWing Competition for charity

“Because this has been a
month long event, this is the final
of all finals. Tonight we will get to
present what we have been working

so hard for, a check to the North
Texas Food Bank, with the support
of La’Roi Glover and the entire

Ghouls, goblins, and creatures of every description take a brake from the excitement of MacArthur
Baptist Church’s Fall Festival, which included karaoke and two stories of free games.

YYYYYoungsters dress for  fall festivalsoungsters dress for  fall festivalsoungsters dress for  fall festivalsoungsters dress for  fall festivalsoungsters dress for  fall festivals,,,,, Hallo Hallo Hallo Hallo Hallowwwwweeneeneeneeneen

Have wings will watch football, Nick Cathcart speaks with La’Roi
Glover after sacrificing his taste buds for an all expense paid trip to
see the Cowboys play in New York.

See COMPETITORS, Page 10

See PINBALL, Page 5

Only the most serious of tournament players like Daniel Conkle and
Layton Gant (5) attempt the Donkey Kong Challenge.
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By Brynne SissomAs part of the City’s effort to

get feedback from residents and to

update the City’s Comprehensive

Plan, residents from across the city

gathered last weekend at the First

Baptist Church in south Irving for

three days to consider changes,

voice concerns, and to put forth a

vision of where they want the city

to be in 20 years time. This recent

effort, called “Building the City of

Choice,” coupled with the

suggestions and inspiration from

the three guests featured in the Fall

Speaker Series, will help city

officials 
update 

the

Comprehensive Plan.Jerry Sparks, Development

Coordinator for the City,

participated Friday evening as a

resident.
“The Comprehensive Plan is a

living document. It is written, but

Building the City of Choice:
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Building the City of Choice:
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Voters also had the

opportunity to vote on nine

proposed amendments to the Texas

Constitution. Statewide more than

12.5 million people voted.
In the state’s most widely

publicized amendment, Prop. 2,

which defines marriage as a union

between one man and one woman,

76% of voters approved the

amendment. Voters strongly

approved Prop.4 with 84% of the

votes. Prop. 4 allows felony

defendants’ previous violations of

release to be considered during a

bail hearing.Of the nine amendments,

voters approved all the proposed

amendments except Prop. 5 and

Prop. 9. Prop. 5 would have allowed

exemptions to interest rate ceilings,

specifically for the commercial loan

industry. Prop. 9 would have

extended the terms of Regional

Mobility Authority board members

from two years to six years.

More than 11,500 Irving voters

headed to the polls Nov. 8 to vote

on amendments to the City Charter.

All nine amendments were

approved.
Amendment number 8, which

brings the City Charter in alignment

with state law allowing owners of

homestead property two years to

pay taxes and penalties in order to

recover property sold for taxes and

gives owners of other real estate

six months to reclaim their property,

received the largest number of ‘For’

votes.
Amendment number 9, which

provides for special elections to be

held in the event of the resignation

of a council member or mayor,

received the least number of

‘Against’ votes.

According to the unofficial results, amendments to the City

Charter passed with the following number of votes:

Amendment Number 1 -   8,438 For  3,143 Against

Amendment Number 2 -   7,967 For  3,509 Against

Amendment Number 3 -   8,129 For  3,256 Against

Amendment Number 4 -   7,858 For  3,356 Against

Amendment Number 5 -   7,108 For  4,455 Against

Amendment Number 6 -   7,328 For  3,842 Against

Amendment Number 7 - 10,051 For  1,224 Against

Amendment Number 8 - 10,391 For  1,191 Against

Amendment Number 9 -   9,956 For     607 Against

Texas Constitution amendments

we can change it and go where we

want to be,” Mr. Sparks said.
Kevin Kass, Long-range

Planner for the City, organized the

weekend.
“Every three to five years or

sooner, we need to make

adjustments to the Comprehensive

Plan. The Fall Speaker Series kicked

off our current effort to reconsider

the Plan. Those speakers helped

engage us in discussion. The

retreat was the first time residents

actually spoke in a public forum,”

Mr. Kass said.“At this point, we want to

gauge how well the weekend

worked and take it out to different

groups in a shorter form. We know

that some didn’t participate

because of work, and we still want

to reach them. To reach everyone,

it takes building bridges, and that

takes time. We will take what we

learned from the retreat and

assemble our work plan from it.

What residents showed us was how

and where to prioritize projects.

They also helped us confirm some

of our estimates about what was

needed,” he said.Some residents stayed for the

entire event, others participated as

their schedule allowed. A complete

compilation of the weekend is being

assembled and will be given to city

officials for them to consider as

further decisions are made.
Attendees broke into groups

to discuss solutions to issues such

as “safety and security,” “cultural

diversity,” “building vital vibrant

neighborhoods,” and “visions of

Irving 20 years from now.”
After 

discussions,

representatives gave short

By Brynne SissomThe Irving Veterans

committee laid a wreath at

Veterans Memorial Park last

Sunday, Nov. 6 to honor those

soldiers who gave their lives in

battle. In conjunction with the Parks

and Recreation Department and the

Heritage Center, committee

members, veterans, and families

gathered to pay tribute to soldiers

currently serving and those

killed in action.Ann Danford, secretary of

the Veterans Committee, was

pleased with the support from

many organizations.

Wreath laid in remembrance of fallen soldiers

Wreath laid in remembrance of fallen soldiers

Wreath laid in remembrance of fallen soldiers

Wreath laid in remembrance of fallen soldiers

Wreath laid in remembrance of fallen soldiers

The Marine Corps League color guard presents the American flag with honor during a wreath

ceremony hosted in Veterans Memorial Park.

See FALLEN, Page 6

Residents take part in creating a new Comprehensive plan for Irving.

See RESIDENTS, Page 3
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Margaret Lopez is an indepen-
dent writer for the Irving Rambler.  An
Irving resident for more than 12 years,
she and her husband have been mar-
ried for more than 40 years and have
four daughters and four grandsons

Margaret’s Corner
Hi Irving!

National Night
Out is Aug. 7. I
hope Irving has
many neighbor-
hoods and orga-

nizations ready to get together for
this great event. This endeavor has
proven to be a springboard for or-
ganizing new (and reviving exist-
ing) neighborhood watch groups
and can bring your community to-
gether with just a little effort. It’s
fun to get together and more im-
portantly, it is a deterrent to crime.
I hope to see many porch lights lit
(and other signs of support) all
over our great city. If you would
like to start a home owners asso-
ciation in your community, contact
the city for some helpful informa-
tion that will help you get started.
Their HOA liaison will set up a
date to meet with you to give you
guidelines on the do’s and don’ts
of an HOA. If you would like the
Police Department to pay your
party a visit on National Night
Out, call 972-721-2600. The vis-
iting officer(s) will share impor-
tant, relevant information and an-
swer your questions.

The 07-08 school year is fast
approaching. As parents begin get-
ting their children ready for school,
I want to remind you to let your
school and teachers know of any
allergies your child has. Food al-
lergies affect 6% of children, and
1.5 % of adults, which amounts to
about 4 million people in the
United States. Many children out-
grow milk, wheat, egg and soy al-

lergies by the age of 3 if they are
able to avoid the item, but many
other allergies are not outgrown
and can of course be very danger-
ous if they are not strictly adhered
to. So don’t forget to mention it to
your school and teachers. Get more
allergy tips at www.edmd.com
search for the allergy newsletter.

The annual sales tax holiday
that so many parents look forward
to is now on the third Friday, Sat-
urday and Sunday in August. This
year it will be the 17 – 19. Now is
a good time to begin organizing
your children’s wardrobe so you
know what you need by the time
the tax free holiday arrives. To find
the complete list, see
www.window.state.tx.us.com.

On another note, I sincerely
enjoyed the beautiful presentation
performed last Friday evening by
the children who attended Calvary
Church’s Vacation Bible School. If
you were not able to attend this
year, be SURE to sign up next year.
The children have a great time
with various crafts, playing on the
indoor playground, learning songs,
etc. for their end of the week per-
formance and of course, learning
about God. Thank you to the many
dedicated staff and volunteers that
helped make this year’s VBS a suc-
cess. Praying to make a difference.
Attend Church Sunday.
God Bless You.

Provided by Sandra Bernardo
To celebrate the importance of

education among the Latino com-
munity, DeVry University
launched a national essay compe-
tition that challenges Latino youth
to answer the question, “What is

the value of a higher education,
and how is it important to the
Latino community?”

Teamed with MiGente.com,
one of the fastest growing social
networking sites for Latinos,
DeVry University asks Latino

youth about the role education
plays in their lives and their com-
munity in 750 words or less. The
grand prize winner receives a
$10,000 cash prize to use toward
their college education. In addi-
tion, nine other finalists will each
receive a $1,000 cash prize to use
toward a college degree program.

DeVry’s “MiGente con
Mente” essay contest is evidence
of the school’s commitment and
connection to the Latino commu-
nity. Of the “Top 100 Degree Pro-
ducers” of bachelor’s degree
graduates who are students of
color, DeVry University is the
number one producer of Hispanic
graduates earning bachelor’s de-
grees in the field of Computer and
Information Science and Support
Services in the United States, ac-
cording an annual survey by Di-
verse: Issues in Higher Education.
For this category, DeVry Univer-
sity campuses in California, Illi-
nois , Florida and Texas ranked
first, fourth, eighth, and twenty-
seventh, respectively, in the June
2007 report.
 “Over 13% of our students are
Latino, and we know first-hand
that they place a high value on
obtaining an advanced degree,”

David Pauldine, President of
DeVry University, said. “The
$10,000 award is an opportunity
for a Latino family to defray some
of the costs associated with earn-
ing a college degree. Getting con-
testants focused on the important
role education plays in their lives
is the first step. The essay contest
accomplishes that. Then, the
awards made to winners will help
remove a barrier to going to col-
lege.”

The competition is open to
future college students
nationwide. The essay deadline is
August 19. Submissions details are
available by going to
www.migente.com/devry. 

MiGente.com is a social net-
working site that targets first, sec-
ond and third generation Latinos,
ages 16 to 34. 

“A partnership with DeVry
University is natural one for
MiGente because of their high
number of Latino students, and
their efforts to bring Latino-fo-
cused programs and events to their

Latino youth challenged to speak out on higher educationLatino youth challenged to speak out on higher educationLatino youth challenged to speak out on higher educationLatino youth challenged to speak out on higher educationLatino youth challenged to speak out on higher education
campuses,” Peter Bassett, a spokes-
person for MiGente.com, said 
 He points to the fact that for
DeVry graduates system-wide be-
tween October ’05 and June ‘06,
91% of those in the active job mar-
ket were employed in their fields
within 6 months of graduation at
an average salary of $41,000. “Just
like any family sending their chil-
dren off to college, Latinos want
to know that the resources they in-
vest will result in meaningful em-
ployment,” Bassett said. 

The MiGente con Mente es-
say judging panel includes educa-
tional representatives from partici-
pating DeVry University
campuses. The judges will narrow
submissions down to ten essays,
which will be posted online for
public voting from Sep. 15 to 19. 

A winner will be announced
on Sep. 26. 

For additional information on
the MiGente Con Mente essay
competition or on DeVry Univer-
sity, visit www.migente.com/
devry/.

Provided by Nikki Meador-
Bowles

Carlos A. Ospina, Irving
homeschooled High School Fresh-
man, participated in the University
of Arlington’s Bridge to Engineer-
ing resident camp. The campers
experienced week-long learning
activities of aerospace, biomedical,
computer sciences, as well as other
engineering discipline activities.

“I hope we have more engi-
neering students like Carlos at-
tending our camps,” the camp di-
rector said. Ospina, who is inter-
ested in a future career in engineer-
ing, won Resident Best Camper
and Best Notebook Presentation
Awards from the university.

Homeschooler wins UTHomeschooler wins UTHomeschooler wins UTHomeschooler wins UTHomeschooler wins UTAAAAA
engineering aengineering aengineering aengineering aengineering awardswardswardswardswards

Carlos A. Ospina



Continuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The Tradition
“The Right Choice for Over 50 Years.”

BROWN’S MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Brown Family Owned and Operated.

972-254-4242
Brownmem@msn.comBen F.Ben F.Ben F.Ben F.Ben F.

Church & Chapel Ser-
vices

Local, Out of Town
Services

& Burials
Memorials
Cremation

Memories Flowers

OBITUARIES
“The Newspaper Irving Reads”www.irvingrambler.com  August 2, 2007

We Provide The Personal Touch
David & Carla Davis,

Owners & Licenced Funeral Directors

972-259-7644129 S. O’Connor
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BEN FRANKLIN
B e n

Franklin, age
87, a resident of
Irving for 22
years, formerly
of Dallas, died
July 25, 2007 at
an Irving nurs-
ing center.

Born July 13, 1920 in Dallas
to Thomas Franklin and Emma
Smith Franklin, he was a U.S.
Army veteran of WW II, serving
in England, France and Belgium.
Ben married Lotah Lee Cox on
Nov. 11, 1949 in Dallas. He was a
member of Beltline Road Church
of Christ in Irving.

Survivors include his wife
Lotah; son, Paul David Franklin
and wife Elida of Keller; grand-
daughters, Olivia and Erin
Franklin; and two cousins.

Service was 10 a.m. July 27
at Beltline Road Church of Christ.
Mr. Don Hatch and Mr. Henry
Seidmeyer officiated. Interment
followed at Grove Hill Memorial
Park in Dallas. Visitation was
Thursday at Donnelly’s Colonial
Funeral Home.

AIDAN
JOE MILLER

A i d a n
Joe Miller, of
Grand Prairie,
passed away
July 28, 2007.
He was born
March 19, 2007
in Irving.

Aidan is survived by his
mother Elizabeth Miller of Grand
Prairie; father Micheal Miller, Jr.
of Meridianville, Alabama; grand-
parents Joe Salazar Soto, Bonifacia
Soto,  Mike Miller, Sr., and Karen
Miller; Yvonne Banaszak sister
Ashton Miller of Grand Prairie;
aunts Mary Thayer, Tina Rushing,
Teresa Gonzales, and Diana
Miller; uncles George Thayer, An-
drew Gonzales, Ted Ruiz, and
Mark Miller; and cousins Monica
Corral, Anna Luna, Amanda
Reyna, Ryan & Drake Cox, and
Dylan Miller.

A Rosary was held July 31 at
Brown’s Memorial Chapel.
Graveside services were held Aug.

1 at Grand Prairie Memorial Gar-
dens in Grand Prairie.

CRAIG PEAVY
Craig Peavy, age 44, an artist

and life-long resident of Irving,
died July 27, 2007 in Irving.

Born Feb. 19, 1963 in Shreve-
port, LA, he was the son of Juanita
Franks Peavy and Colas Peavy. A
1981 graduate of MacArthur High
School, he received an Associate’s
Degree from North Lake College.
A loving, caring and thoughtful
son, he made beautiful paintings,
and was a fan of space exploration.

Survivors include his parents
Colas and Juanita Peavy of Irving;
uncle, Hilton W. Peavy and wife,
Jessie of Alabama; aunt Dorothy
Thompson and husband, Pete of
Florida, and a cousin, Richard
Noles and wife, Judy of Heflin, LA.

Friends were received by the
family at Donnelly’s Colonial Fu-
neral Home on July 30. Funeral
service was Wednesday at Rockett
Funeral Home Chapel in Ringgold,
LA with burial at Bistineau Cem-
etery in Heflin, LA.

NAOMI
KARR DAVIS

Naomi
Karr Davis, of
Irving, passed
away July 26,
2007. She was
born Oct. 20,
1926 in Dallas.

P r e -
ceded in death by her parents
Arthur and Jessie Karr, husband
Wood Davis, Jr., and brother
Walter Karr; survivors include her
daughters Gloria Davis Been of Ar-
lington, and Shirley May Davis of
Irving; brother A.W. Karr of Irv-
ing; 4 grandchildren; 5 great
grandchildren; and one great-great
grandchild.

A Memorial Service was held
July 30 at Brown’s Memorial
Chapel.

VIVIAN N.
ALEXANDER

Vivian N. Alexander, formerly
of Irving, passed away July 30,
2007 in San Antonio.

Preceded in death by her lov-
ing husband, B. T. Alexander in

1986. Survivors include her sisters,
Mrs. Harriet Maycroft of
Freemont, MI, and Mrs. Marie
O’Connor of St. Croix, Virgin Is-
lands. Also survived by her devoted
step-son and daughter-in-law,
Wayne and Sue Alexander. She
leaves two grandchildren, Ben and
Lori, and five great grandchildren,
Bryce, Logan, Tanner, Madison
and Caleb. There is also the car-
ing Alexander family. Several
nieces and nephews survive her,
including nephew, Jeff Cooper of
Denton.

A graveside service was held
Aug. 2 at Oak Grove Memorial
Gardens in Irving.

FREDDIE
CHANCE HINKLEY

Freddie Chance
Hinkley passed
away July 30,
2007. She was
born Aug. 6,
1918 in Cisco
to parents Earl
and Ruth
Parmer.

Preceded in death by her hus-
band and father to her children
W.T. “Cy” Chance, son Tommy
Chance and husband Gardner
Hinkley, survivors include daugh-
ter Sandy Parker and husband
Audie; step-daughter Libby Dudley
and husband Wes; 10 grandchil-
dren; 12 great grandchildren; sis-
ters Pat Price, and Betty Nix; and
nephews Ron Price, and Randy
Nix.

Funeral services were held
Aug. 1 at Summers Funeral Home
in Cisco, TX. Interment followed
at Oakwood Cemetery. Local ar-
rangements were made by Brown’s
Memorial Funeral Home.

NANCY LEE DILL
Nancy

Lee Dill, age
61, a resident of
Irving, died
July 27, 2007 at
her home.

B o r n
January 30,

1946 in Ranger, TX, she was the
daughter of Robert Charlie and
Edna Lee Hartsfield Carpenter.
She moved to Irving in 1953 and
was a graduate of Irving High
School in 1964, where she was a
Toy Tiger. She attended the Uni-
versity of North Texas at Denton,
was a member of the Frank Reaugh
Art Club, Lecturer’s Luncheon
Club, and Oak Cliff Women’s
Club. She worked for the Irving
Fire Department for 5 years.

Preceded in death by her par-
ents and a grandson, Brandon, sur-
vivors include her husband Othel;
daughters, Amy Smith and hus-

band Chuck of Keller and April
Kennedy and husband, Robert of
Irving; a sister Anna Nelson of
Mansfield; 10 grandchildren,
Cody, Bo, Hope, Cameron, Dusty,
Brady, Ethan, Lane, Eli, and Jarod;
and 2 nephews.

Friends were received by the
family at the funeral home Sunday.
Funeral service was July 30 at
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
Chapel with Pastor Michael Den-
nis officiating. Memorials may be
made to the Susan G. Komen Foun-
dation For the Cure, 5005 LBJ
Frwy. Dallas, TX 75244.

BRYAN KING
B r y a n

King, age 45, of
Irving, died
July 27, 2007 at
an Irving hospi-
tal.

B o r n
July 30, 1961 in

Lubbock, TX, he was the son of
Billy Jack King and Arlyss Ray
Benton King. He received a Bach-
elor of Science degree from the
University of Eastern New Mexico.
He married Belinda Holder June
8, 1990 in Lubbock. A computer
programmer for US defense con-
tractors, he later worked in the
computer programming depart-
ment of Blockbuster. He was a
member of Kirkwood United
Methodist Church in Irving.

Preceded in death by his
mother, June 18, 2007, he is sur-
vived by his wife, Belinda of Irv-
ing; daughters, Melissa Galey and
Heather Armstrong, both of Irving;
his father, Billy Jack King of Lub-
bock; sister, Debra Walker and
husband, Tim of Lockhart; broth-
ers, Bruce King of Albuquerque,
NM, and Brent King and wife,
Stephanie of Lubbock; two grand-
children, Jacob Armstrong and
Mya Galey.

Funeral service was July 30 at
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral
Home. Burial followed at Bear
Creek Cemetery. Friends were re-
ceived by the family at the funeral
home Sunday.

SAM M. GRAVES
S a m

M. Graves, age
67, a longtime
resident of Irv-
ing, died July
28, 2007 at an
Irving nursing

center.
Born July 7, 1940 in Houston,

TX, he was the son of Audie Lee
Graves and Alva Evone Nelson
Graves. He was a carpenter with
Centennial Homes.

Preceded in death by a grand-
son, Logan Fidurski, survivors in-

clude his wife of 46 years, Carolyn
Graves of Irving; daughters,
Jeanene Cox of Bedford, Connie
Little of Alvarado, and Glenda
Fidurski of Arlington; and 4
grandchidren.

Funeral service was July 31 at
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
Chapel, with Rev. Ken Parlin offi-
ciating.

JAMES C. BECKNER
J a m e s

C. Beckner, age
72, of Irving,
died July 28,
2007 at Presby-
terian Hospital
in Plano.

B o r n
Aug. 26, 1934 at Pilot Point, TX,
he was the son of Eulas Franklin
Beckner and Mildred Harper
Beckner. A US Army veteran, he
worked at Darr Heavy Equipment
in Irving for many years. He moved
to Irving in 1958 and was a mem-
ber of Plymouth Park Baptist
Church.

Preceded in death by his par-
ents, a brother, Jerry Beckner in
February and a sister, Edith
Mulkey in May, he is survived by
his wife, Grace Friedrichs Beckner
of Irving; son, Alan Beckner and
wife Anna of Cedar Hill; daugh-
ter, Brenda Eslinger of Arnold,
MO; brother, Robert F. Beckner of
Granbury; and seven grandchil-
dren, Justin Eslinger, Joshua
Eslinger, Christopher “Ryan”
Eslinger, Kirsten Beckner, Jacob
Beckner, Samantha Eslinger and
Ellen Beckner.

Funeral service was July 30 at
Plymouth Park Baptist Church.
Rev. Ken Branam officiated. Burial
followed at Oak Grove Memorial
Gardens.

BONNIE
MAE WOOTEN

Bonnie
Mae Wooten,
age 83, a resi-
dent of the Dal-
las area for 10
years, formerly
of Lincoln, AL,
died July 31,

2007 at a Dallas nursing center.
Born June 29, 1924 in Bir-

mingham, AL to Dewey Hobart
Hardin and Annie Camilla Lee
Hardin, she married Walter S.
Wooten on Aug. 15, 1941 in Bir-
mingham. Bonnie was a book-
keeper at Avon Citrus Bank in
Avon Park, Florida for 6 years. She
was also employed at Methodist
Hospital in Dallas for 6 years.

Preceded in death by her hus-
band, Walter, she is survived by her
son, Walter Wooten, Jr. and wife
Jan of Grand Prairie; grandson,
Walter “Trey” Wooten, III and wife
Tamara of Midland; sister, Robbie
Wright of Trenton, GA; step-
brother, Robert Newman of Rhode
Island; and several nieces and
nephews.

Friends were received by the
family Thursday at Donnelly’s Co-
lonial Funeral Home in Irving.
Graveside service was Aug. 4 at
Wooten’s Chapel Cemetery in
Trussville, AL.
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Games and PuzzlesGames and PuzzlesGames and PuzzlesGames and PuzzlesGames and Puzzles

Contact us at 214-675-6493 if your business would like
to sponsor the games section of the Irving Rambler.
Almost everyone likes to play games giving advertisers
a captive and entertained audience. We are considering
a variety games and puzzles. Sponsoring this section
would guarantee you could play your favorite game
every week.

SPONSORS WANTED
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Magic maze Sudoku Super Crossword
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ADVERTISING PRICES
First 15 words $7.00
Each additional word $0.20

Bold, Caps, border $7.00

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.  When you place a
classified advertisement in the Rambler, we publish it online at no additional
charge. The Irving Rambler does not accept submission of an advertisement as
a commitment to publish.  Publication of an advertisement does not create an
obligation to continue publishing.  The Irving Rambler reserves the right to
refuse to publish any advertisement for any reason.  Ads promoting hate groups,
or including inappropriate material will not be published.  E-mail addresses
will only be published if included in the copy of your classified ad.

To purchase classified ads call
214-675-6493.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

HELP WANTED
Mike Overby, PE/CMC Principal & Owner
Express Personnel Services Dallas Metro Of-
fice 4070 N. Beltline Rd #126 Irving, TX
75038 972-258-4981 - Office 469-222-5559
- Cell An ISO 9001-2000 Certified Company
“Helping People Succeed” Link to our monthly
newsletter: www.expresspersonnel.com/news-
letters/e_exchange.htm HRTips: http://
employers.expresspersonnel.com/us/solutions/
hr-tip-archives.aspx

SALES POSITION
Local territory, established accounts, People
person, detail oriented, responsible, courteous,
articulate, computer literate, MS Office, email
and internet savvy opportunity for growth, ex-
perience preferred, call to 214-675-6493 to
discuss your opportinities

PIANO INSTRUCTION
Ronald Frost, M.A. Las Angeles Conservatory
of Music. Your home / my studio 972-286-6677

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES
FOR SALE-Hot Wheels Collection-Treasure
Hunts, Final Runs and many other series 972-
438-4522

Games and PuzzlesGames and PuzzlesGames and PuzzlesGames and PuzzlesGames and Puzzles

MOMENTS IN TIME
The History Channel

On Aug. 1, 1498, Italian ex-
plorer Christopher Columbus sets
foot on the American mainland for
the first time, at the Paria Penin-
sula in present-day Venezuela.
Thinking it an island, he chris-
tened it Isla Santa and claimed it
for Spain.

On Aug. 4, 1753, George
Washington, a young Virginia
planter, becomes a Master Mason,
the highest basic rank in the se-
cret fraternity of Freemasonry.
Masonic symbols later approved by
President Washington in the de-
sign of the Great Seal of the United
States (which can be seen on the
back of a one-dollar bill) include
the All-Seeing Eye above an un-
finished pyramid, and a scroll that
proclaims in Latin the advent of a

“New Secular Order,” one of
Freemasonry’s long-standing
goals.

On Aug. 6, 1928, Andy
Warhol, one of the most influen-
tial artists of the latter part of the
20th century, is born Andrew
Warhola in Pittsburgh. He decided
to permanently remove the “a”
from his last name after being in-
correctly credited as “Warhol” un-
der an early published drawing.

On Aug. 2, 1934, with the
death of German President Paul
von Hindenburg, Chancellor Adolf
Hitler becomes absolute dictator of
Germany under the title of Fuhrer,
or “Leader,” as the last remnants
of democratic government are dis-
mantled to make way for Hitler’s
Third Reich.

On Aug. 3, 1965, as the Viet-
nam War intensifies, the U.S. De-
partment of Defense announces
that it will increase the monthly
draft call from 17,000 men in Au-
gust to 27,400 in September and
36,000 in October.

On Aug. 5, 1981, an angry
President Ronald Reagan begins
firing 11,359 air-traffic controllers
striking in violation of his order
for them to return to work. The ex-
ecutive action, regarded as extreme
by many, significantly slowed air
travel for months.

On Aug. 7, 1974, French dare-
devil Philip Petit walks across a
tightrope strung between the twin
towers of the World Trade Center
in New York City, causing a mas-
sive traffic jam on the streets 1,350
feet below.

“”Luke’s Sports Grille”
8604 North MacArthur
Irving, TX 75063-5401
Operated by Lukowich,
Butler, and Baiocco LLC
Officers and Partners:
Brad J. Lukowich- Chief
Officer Doulas R. Butler-
General Partner/Manager
Samuel V. Baiocco-
General Partner/Manager
This is to give notice that
the above parties will be
applying for a Mixed
Beverage Late Hours
(MB,LB) permit with the
TABC. “

LEGAL NOTICE

$8 + Bonus scale$
Call Center Rep

No Exp Nec
F/T 12-8 & P/T 4-8 M/F

Call 972-929-4272

HELP WANTED
Silverleaf Vacation Store is looking to fill 5 administrative/
customer service positions for our Irving location. Our beau-
tiful office is in need of smiling faces with computer knowl-
edge and 10-key by  touch. If you are a people person and
enjoy an upbeat environment call Linda or Juli today at 817-
791-9924 or 903-316-1419. Competitive pay and benefits
available for both entry level and experienced personnel.

FOR SALE
One Cemetary Lot

Oak Grove Memorial Park, Irving
Setion A, Lot 21, Block 5

Current Memorial Park Price
$3,790

Our Price $2,500
($1,290 savings)

Call Winston Bell
817.281.8031 or

817.692.7853

By Helen Widener
Looking for little known his-

torical facts can become quite ad-
dictive. I have just returned from
a two week trip through Tennes-
see and North Carolina visiting the
David Crockett Cabin in Ruther-
ford, Gibson County, TN and a
number of archives, libraries and
historical organizations.

While doing research on the
life of Elizabeth Patton Crockett,
wife of Alamo Hero, David
Crockett, I became interested to

find out what happened to
Elizabeth’s nephew, William
Patton. It has been a somewhat dif-
ficult search.

Under Enlistments of a Mus-
ter Roll, dated 14th of January
1836, William took the oath of Al-
legiance to the Government of
Texas at the same time as his uncle,
David Crockett. From that point
William is elusive. When was he
sent from the Alamo and for what
reason? Was he one of the letter
carriers that sought help from Sam
Houston? He is not listed among
the Alamo dead, nor does there
seem to be a record of him leav-
ing. On the 17th of March 1836, a
William Patton appears on the
Muster Roll of Capt. Teal’s Com-
pany. On the 21st of April, 1836 he
is listed as Captain; that is, if the
Crockett nephew is the same man

who is now listed as Captain Wil-
liam H. Patton.

William H. Patton received
Document Certificate No. 10 for
640 acres of land on May 10, 1838
for “service at Bexar and San
Jacinto.” Six Hundred and Forty
Acres in Archer City were granted
to him on 12 March 1857. Al-
though, William fought in both the
Siege of Bexar and the Battle of
San Jacinto, men were allowed

Meat without fat, cut in thin
slices, dried in the sun, pounded,
then mixed with melted fat, and
sometimes dried fruit, and com-
pressed into cakes or in bags. It
contains much nutriment in
small amounts, and is of great
use in long voyages.

only one grant certificate for ser-
vice.

Are you curious what hap-
pened to William? If he didn’t die
in the Alamo, he sure was a lucky
young man to be sent out as a mes-
senger. If he did die at the Alamo,
then we are missing his name on
our memorials to the Hero’s of the
Alamo.

Looking at the Manual for
Army Cooks – 1896 it is very ap-

Pemmican
Pemmican may be made of

the lean portions of venison,
buffalo, beef, etc., and may be
cooked the same as sausage, or
eaten simply as dried beef. A
little salt added would make it
more palatable to the civilized
taste.

Persons wishing to send in
their favorite family recipes or have
a special request for a lost recipe
can contact the Irving Rambler:
irving.@irvingrambler.com.

Helen is married to James
Widener and is the author of the

Irving Centennial Cookbook and
family histories and James Mackay
a man to cherish 1761-1822, a his-
torical narrative. Email:
hwidener@msn.com Website:
www.jamesmackay.us.
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Republic of  Texas - Freedom Fighter - William Patton
parent that a soldier’s life is not
an easy one. Most of the time a
soldier lived off the land or what
they could procure from those liv-
ing in the area through which they
traveled. One of the best things a
man could carry was pemmican.
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