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During the Nimitz Band Boosters’ annual tailgate party, parents and family were invited to learn some of the
routine as new percussionist Rourke Howell tries his hand at the symbols. The evening consisted of a brief
kick-off meeting, dinner and a peek at the new marching show.

Provided by Tracy Cobb
The Salesmanship Club Chari-

table Golf of Dallas, host organiza-
tion of the EDS Byron Nelson Cham-
pionship, recently announced that
the 2008 Championship raised
$6.114 million in net proceeds for
local children and families. This is
the seventh time in Championship
history that the annual contribu-
tion has exceeded the $6 million
mark.

“The fact that we were able to
surpass $6 million for our charity in
trying economic times is a great tes-
tament to our title sponsor, EDS,
and our local community that con-
tinues to support this annual rite of
spring,” said 2008 Tournament
Chairman John Nolan. “We are truly
grateful to all of our sponsors and
volunteers for their tremendous
support and to the members of the
Salesmanship Club for overcoming
the challenges and selling their
hearts out for our charity.”

Since its inception, the Cham-
pionship has raised more than $107
million for SCYFC, more than any
other PGA TOUR event.

By Jess Paniszczyn
Water is a tricky resource. Ei-

ther there is too much or too little,
but there never seems to be just
the right amount of water. As more
people move into North Texas, the
availability of clean drinking water
on demand becomes a greater chal-
lenge than ever before.

Some of the state’s top experts
on providing water spoke about Fu-
ture Water Development in Texas
during the 11th Annual Transporta-
tion Summit. Mike Rickman, the
Assistant General Manager, North
Texas Municipal Water District, dis-
cussed efforts to build reservoirs
and use natural resources to pro-
vide water.

“The last reservoir we were in-
volved with in developing was Lake
Jim Chapman (Lake Cooper). From
the time we decided we wanted to
be a part of that, developing the
reservoir took 37 years to construct
and have it operational. We are not
talking about having the plan for
five or ten years and then building
the thing. The permitting is what
takes the time. It only took us three
years to construct the reservoir, but
it took 30 something years to per-
mit,” Mr. Rickman said.

“Our district provides about
seven counties with water. We

By Jess Paniszczyn
The Irving Convention and

Visitors Bureau, and the Greater Irv-
ing-Las Colinas Hotel Association
presented the Irving Tourism Im-
pact Update on Aug. 19. During the
update, statistical information
about Irving’s visitors and tourism
industry compiled through a series
of four surveys by Destination Ana-
lysts, Inc. was revealed.

“I used to work with the group
that does the GDP for the United
States and it is an incredibly com-
plicated thing. But when you look
at it on a city level in one industry
like tourism it is a lot simpler to de-
fine what you are looking at,” said

Dave Bratton, Managing Partner
with Destination Analysts, Inc.

“We started our model by look-
ing where people stay. There are
four primary areas where people
stay in Irving. One is hotels, which
are traditional tourists or business
travelers. In addition, people stay
in private homes and they spend
money in Irving too. We are in the
heart of a large metropolitan area,
so people can stay with friends in
Dallas, Grapevine or wherever. Oc-
casionally those people may come
into Irving to spend some money.
And there are pure day-trippers
who live outside of a 50 mile radius

of the city who come into the city
for a day and then go home.

“There are three things we
measure. The number of visitor

days in Irving and the per person
per day spending in Irving adds up
to the total visitor spending. From
knowing how much money people

spend in Irving, we can estimate
how many jobs are supported and
what the tax revenue generated for
the city is.

2.87 million people visited Ir2.87 million people visited Ir2.87 million people visited Ir2.87 million people visited Ir2.87 million people visited Irving in 2007ving in 2007ving in 2007ving in 2007ving in 2007

Scholarship offers for the IISD
Class of 2008 totaled $30,653,888,
which is the third largest total in
district history. The record total was
$39,886,730 set by the Class of 2006.
The Class of 2007 earned
$31,850,240, the second highest to-
tal.

For 2008, Irving High School
graduates earned $6,362,304;
MacArthur High School graduates

Scholarship offers total $31MScholarship offers total $31MScholarship offers total $31MScholarship offers total $31MScholarship offers total $31M
earned $8,158,661; Nimitz High
School graduates earned
$12,070,744; and The Academy of
Irving ISD graduates earned
$4,062,179. IISD Superintendent of
Schools Jack Singley announced
the scholarship totals during
graduation ceremonies June 6 and
7, during which IISD schools
graduated approximately 1,500 se-
niors.

Careful planning designed toCareful planning designed toCareful planning designed toCareful planning designed toCareful planning designed to
meet future water demandsmeet future water demandsmeet future water demandsmeet future water demandsmeet future water demands

serve about 1.6 million people.
When we started out in this district
in the early ‘50s, we had 10 member
cities with a combined population
of just over 30 thousand. If you look
at our member cities, they include
some of the fastest growing cities
and counties in the nation. So we
have to develop a lot of water sup-
ply and develop it very quickly.

“We continue to pursue
Marvin Nichols, because it is one
of the cheaper sources of water for
our area. You hear a lot about Mesa
and Boone Pickens’ water bringing
it in from the Pan Handle. The real
issue from our perspective isn’t so
much whether we should or
shouldn’t, we haven’t gotten to that
point yet. It is simply the cost. It is
about $2.75 per thousand to get the
water here. We currently charge our
cities $1.08 per thousand for treated
drinking water. So you are looking
at almost three times the cost just
to get the equivalent of a raw water
supply here.

“The other one you hear a lot
about, and it is a great idea, is de-
salination of gulf water. The prob-
lem you run into is cost. To get the
water this far north costs $5.57 per
thousand. It is not that we don’t

EDS Byron Nelson ChampionshipEDS Byron Nelson ChampionshipEDS Byron Nelson ChampionshipEDS Byron Nelson ChampionshipEDS Byron Nelson Championship
raises $6 million for charityraises $6 million for charityraises $6 million for charityraises $6 million for charityraises $6 million for charity

Funds generated from the sale
of sponsorships, tickets, merchan-
dise, concessions, parking and
other amenities benefit Salesman-
ship Club Youth and Family Cen-
ters (SCYFC), a nonprofit organi-

zation that provides innovative
education and mental health treat-
ment services for troubled and at-
risk children and their families in the
Dallas area. Funds raised by the

It’s harder than it looks

See BYRON, Page 2

See TOURISM, Page 3

See TEXAS, Page 11
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Irving Fire Department responded to 280 incidents.
The Fire incidents

 72 Miscellaneous Fire
        and Rescue Calls
   2 Structure Fires
   3 Special Operations
   3   Vehicle Fires

Medical calls
18 Major Accidents
72 Major Medical
15 Heart Attacks
27 Difficulty Breathing
49 Trauma Related
19 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary Aug 14 - 20, 2008

Aggravated Robbery:
08-14-08 at 10:56
p.m.  The victim is a
delivery driver for
Domino’s Pizza. He

was making a delivery to the
Mayarka Square Apartments when
two Hispanic, male suspects ap-
proached him. One of the suspects
displayed a knife and demanded the
victim’s cell phone and money. The
victim complied and the suspects
ran off with his money and phone. 

Aggravated Robbery: 08-17-08 at
4:50 a.m.  Four teenage victims
were walking to the drug store at
Cardinal St. and Finley Rd. when
they were approached by two
suspects. One suspect pulled a gun
and struck one of the victims with
it. All victims were ordered to the
ground and their personal property
was taken. Suspects fled on foot to
a dark colored, four door vehicle.

Aggravated Robbery Arrest: 08-
19-08 at 11:52 a.m.  The suspect, a
male 29, approached the manager
of the 7-11 in the 800 block of N.
Beltline Rd. as she was entering her
vehicle with a large sum of money
to be deposited in the bank. He
pointed a pistol at her, stole the
money and fled on foot. An officer
was nearing the intersection of
Conflans and Beltline when a wit-
ness told him what had just oc-
curred. Officers responded and set

up a perimeter and with the assis-
tance of two animal control officers
who witnessed the robbery, found
the suspect. He fled on foot from
the officers who were able to cap-
ture him after a short chase. The
suspect was still armed with a Glock
hand gun and still had the stolen
money.

Burglary of Habitation Arrests:
08-19-08 at 2:26 p.m.  An officer
was in route to an alarm call when
he was flagged down by a citizen
who said he had just witnessed a
burglary at the Thousand Oaks Mo-
bile Home Park in Grand Prairie. The
reporting party followed the sus-
pects into Irving going north bound
on Beltline. The reporting party
gave a description of the vehicle.
The officer located the vehicle a
short distance away. He attempted
to stop the vehicle and a short
chase ensued. The vehicle stopped
and three suspects were taken into

custody. Grand Prairie PD was no-
tified and officers discovered that
two residential burglaries had been
committed by the suspects. Grand
Prairie PD will handle filing the
cases.

Robbery: 08-20-08 at 8:00 p.m.  The
complainant is a taxi cab driver. He
picked up a Black female at
Northgate and Beltline. When he
arrived at the Windtree Apartments
complex, the suspect stated that
she did not have any change. The
complainant pulled out a large sum
of cash to make change. The sus-
pect then struck the complainant
several times about the head. The
suspect struck the complainant so
hard; he thought that the female
was a male dressed as a woman.
The suspect left running through
the complex with the complainant’s
cash. The complainant received a
minor cut and bruising from the at-
tack.

August 23
Car Wash - The Youth Group from
First United Methodist Church, 211
W. Third, will provide a car wash in
the parking lot at the church build-
ing 10a-1:30p.

August 23
New book club - A new book club
will be introduced at the Northwest
Branch Library, 2928 N. Belt Line
Road, the African-American Au-
thors Book Circle will meet from
August to May, with the first meet-
ing set for 10:30 a.m. Interested read-
ers are asked to bring along their
favorite book by an African-Ameri-
can author for the first discussion.
Call the Northwest Branch at 972-
721-2691 for details.

August 25
Equality Day - The League of
Women Voters will celebrate Equal-
ity Day at 6:30 p.m. at the Irving
Central Library auditorium. This 88th

anniversary of the passage of the
19th Amendment gave women the
right to vote in 1920. The program
will be a panel of women who have
run for and/or served in office, to
speak to the unique situations
women must address. For informa-
tion on membership in the League,
please call 972-258-8426. For more
on programs, please call 972-986-
1663.

August 25
Immigration Reform - Texas Em-
ployers for Immigration Reform
(TEIR) will host a North Texas Sum-
mit, at the Las Colinas Marriott, 223
W. Las Colinas Boulevard. 

August 26
Designs for Irving Blvd. - The City
will share outcomes from the “De-
signs on the Boulevard” study at a
public input meeting, at 7:00 p.m.,
at City Hall (825 W. Irving Blvd.).
All Irving residents and businesses
are invited to attend and provide
their thoughts and ideas. For more
information, contact Kevin Kass,
planning and research manager for
the City of Irving, at 972-721-8081
or visit www.cityofirving.org and
click on “Designs on the Boule-
vard.”

August 26
Support Group - The Visiting Nurse
Association will conduct a six-ses-
sion support group for adults who
are grieving the loss of a loved one.
“Sharing the Journey: Coping with
Grief” will meet Tuesdays through
Sep. 30, at the Royal Lane Baptist
Church on 6707 Royal Lane in
Dallas. The meeting time is 10 a.m.
to 11:30 a.m. There is no cost to
attend the support group. Reser-
vations can be made by contacting
214-689-2922 or rafferts@vnatexas
.org.

August 28
irvingHOMEschoolers 
Will have a monthly meeting at 7:00
p.m. at Lee Park Recreation Center.
All home schooling families
welcome. Come kick-off the 08/09
homeschool year with us. For more
information, contact
kharmontx@aol.com or log onto:
www.irvinghomeschoolers.com.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Hours of operation:
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 11-6

Saturday 11-5
Sunday 12-5

Put a PPut a PPut a PPut a PPut a Paaaaaw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearttttt
and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!

The precious pets
at the DFW Hu-
mane Society
would like to
bring a lifetime of

Come adopt a new
family member today!

1611 W. Irving Blvd.
Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-3333

If you can’t adopt, please donate!

love and happiness into your home!!

Read theRead theRead theRead theRead the
Irving RamblerIrving RamblerIrving RamblerIrving RamblerIrving Rambler

Salesmanship Club throughout the
year combined with the proceeds
of the EDS Byron Nelson Champi-
onship provide the majority of
SCYFC’s operating budget. More
than 7,000 children and family mem-
bers in the greater Dallas area were
served in the last year as a result of
funds raised at the Championship.

“The EDS Byron Nelson Cham-
pionship ensures that Salesman-
ship Club Youth and Family Cen-
ters is able to provide vital services
to children and families regardless
of their ability to pay,” said Delane
Kinney, PhD, SCYFC Executive Di-
rector. “We are deeply grateful to
our friends at EDS and the numer-
ous sponsors and volunteers who
make our services possible.”

The 2009 EDS Byron Nelson
Championship will be played May
18-24 at the Four Seasons Resort
and Club Las Colinas in Irving.

Byron
Continued from page 1
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“In 2007, we estimated Irving
had 2.87 million visitors. Irving ho-
tels and motels, and Irving private
homes amount to about half of the
visitor volume. So about half of the
people who come to your town are
staying in town. The other half are
coming in on a day trip. These
groups don’t stay the same length
of time. People staying in hotels
spend about three days each in Irv-
ing. People staying in private homes
stayed longer. When we looked at
the number of visitor days, we find
Irving had 7.5 million visitor days.

“These groups don’t spend
the same amount. People who stay
in hotels are your big spenders. You
stay with grandma when you don’t
want to spend money. People stay-
ing in private homes spend about
$80 per day. Typical Irving hotel
guests spend about $280 per day.
In total, we estimate $1.47 billion
were spent in Irving in 2007 by visi-
tors. Almost 80% of that was spent
by visitors who stayed in hotels.
Irving is a business destination.
Business travelers spend a lot more
than leisure travelers do.”

The tourism industry has a
large impact on the Irving business
community as well as the residents.

“We have almost $200 million
spent in 2007 on conferences and
group meetings. The majority of
that, 74.1%, is direct spending by
the visitor who comes to attend the
meeting. The other quarter comes
from the association or whoever is
sponsoring the meeting. Visitors
support 14,242 jobs supported
based on this spending.

“We know that cities live and
die by their tourism industry. Some
larger cities bring in hundreds of
millions of dollars every year from
taxes brought in by travelers. In Irv-
ing, the hotel tax generates $16 mil-
lion. Hotel property tax is another
$22 million. Sales tax is $5.7 million.
All adding up to $44 million in tax
revenues brought into the city of
Irving,” he said.

On the whole, visitors return
to Irving and enjoy their stay while
in town.

“If you look at the number of
visitors in Irving on an average day,
you have 20,595 visitors in town at
any given moment on average.
That is a lot of people wandering
around spending money. On aver-
age, they spend $4 million per day.
Annually that amounts to $7,449 per
Irving resident. If the Irving tour-
ism industry were to go away, the
citizens of Irving would have to
spend that much money to keep the
local economy going at its current
level. Tax revenues are $587 per Irv-
ing household. This is offsetting
taxes citizens would have to pay if
tourism wasn’t here.

“We asked visitors if this was
their first visit to Irving, only 30.7%
said yes. So the vast majority of
visitors have been to Irving before.
We asked them how many times in
the past 12 months they had been
to Irving and the answer on aver-
age is 5.2 times.

“We asked if they would rec-
ommend your town for others’ con-
ference, trade show or business
meetings. Three out of four said
yes. When we asked them if they

would recommend Irving for a va-
cation or weekend getaway, 45%
said yes.

“We asked them about their
satisfaction with their Irving trip.
Ninety one percent said they were
very satisfied, 7.8% gave it a neu-
tral rating, and one percent said
they were satisfied. Not a single
person said they were unsatisfied
or very unsatisfied. That is kind of
unbelievable. There is always some
cranky person out there when you
are doing surveys. Doing surveys
opens a window to the world. When
you send out surveys and you are
talking to 2,000 or 3,000 people, you
are going to talk to some real weird
people,” Bratton said.

Maura Gast, Executive Direc-
tor of the Irving Convention and
Visitors Bureau, was pleased by the
level of visitor satisfaction revealed
in the update.

“I think it is great to see the
level of satisfaction. That is a huge
number. You always expect some-
body to have some reason to com-
plain. It is not about the bureau and
it is not about a hotel. When some-
one talks about rating their experi-
ence, they are talking about the taxi,
the restaurant and everything they
encounter. To have that strong a
response to cover the wide range
of experiences someone could
have, that really makes a difference.
That is a huge thing for us. The
volume of people who said they
would recommend us for a week-
end or getaway is a huge number
too. It represents a tremendous
opportunity for us,” she said.

Continued from page 1

Tourism industry impacts businesses, residents

BANKRUPTCY!
Free Consultation

!!!!! Foreclosures
!!!!! Car Repos
!!!!! IRS

Under Federal Law you may qualify for debt relief

*$25*$25*$25*$25*$25 or less or less or less or less or less

YYYYYou Pick your paou Pick your paou Pick your paou Pick your paou Pick your payments!!!yments!!!yments!!!yments!!!yments!!!

Payment plans available atPayment plans available atPayment plans available atPayment plans available atPayment plans available at

Se Habla Espanol

Richard D. Kinkade - Attorney at Law
2121 W. Airport Frwy - Irving TX

972-256-4444We are a debt relief agency. Not certified by The Texas Board of Legal
Specialization. *Case will be filed on Completion of Payment Plan.

!!!!! Credit Collectors
!!!!! Lawsuits

Maura Gast, Executive Director of the Irving Convention and Visitors
Bureau, and Dave Bratton, Managing Partner with Destination Ana-
lysts, Inc. attend the Irving Tourism Impact Update.
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Matt is a member of the North Texas
Film Critics Association (NTFCA)
and hosts the weekly syndicated
Indie Rock Radio Show Spin 180.
Plus with his wife Cindy they do a
weekly radio feature, The Mungles
on Movies. For additional reviews
and interview clips visit
www.mungleshow.com.

Opinions expressed in any
commentary are those of the writer,
and not necessarily those of The Irv-
ing Rambler, the publisher, editor,
or any staff member.

Mungles
on Movies

#DEATH RACE    R
1:40    4:30    7:15    10:00

LONGSHOTS    PG13
1:45    4:30    7:20    9:30

*THE HOUSE BUNNY    PG13
12:35    3:25    7:10    9:55

*STAR WARS: THE CLONE
WARS    PG

12:30    2:55    5:20    7:45
10:10

#MIRRORS    R
1:25    4:05    7:10    9:50

*TROPIC THUNDER    PG13
1:30    2:15    4:25    4:55    7:00

7:30    9:35    10:05

#THE ROCKER    PG13
12:35    3:30    7:05    9:45
SISTERHOOD OF THE

TRAVELING PANTS 2    PG13
12:45    4:00    7:05    9:50
PINEAPPLE EXPRESS    R
1:00    4:10    7:35    10:15
MUMMY: TOMB OF THE

DRAGON EMPEROR    PG13
4:15    9:40

THE DARK KNIGHT    PG13
12:20    1:20    3:40    5:10

7:25    9:00
MAMA MIA    PG13

12:55    6:55

Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater
Why wait in lines? PUCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

# NO PASSES* FULLY RESTRICTED

Margaret Lopez is an indepen-
dent writer for the Irving Rambler.
An Irving resident for more than 12
years, she and her husband have
been married for more than 40 years
and have four daughters and four
grandsons.

Opinions expressed in any
commentary are those of the writer,
and not necessarily those of The Irv-
ing Rambler, the publisher, editor,
or any staff member.

Margaret’s Corner
By Matt Mungle
Title: The Rocker
Rated: PG-13

The Rocker is one of those
movies that I love the concept of
and appreciate simply for the will-
ingness of the main character to lay
it all on the line. This is not the sort
of film that is meant to be ground
breaking in its ideals or motives.

It is the old formula of taking a
guy who must be made fun of, and
making fun of him. But at the same
time, allowing him to evolve and
grow on the audience as the story
progresses. Mix in a few one liners,
generational garb, and some nude
male butt cheeks and you have a
pretty decent comedy. For what it
is.

Robert ‘Fish’ Fishman (Rainn
Wilson) is bitter. He has held a
grudge for the last 20 years that has
kept him stifled and unproductive.
The root of this bitterness stems
from seeing the 80’s band he was
drummer and founding member of
grow to pinnacles of stardom with-
out him. So instead of moving on
he has wallowed in self pity. While
wallowing in his sister’s attic, home-
less and jobless, he is asked to help
out his nephew’s high school band.
They are scheduled to play the

prom, but are short a drummer. Ag-
ing rockstar meets teen angst and
comedy is the obvious bi-product.
When a video of Fish practicing in
the buff becomes a sensation on
YouTube, a record label decides to
take advantage of the momentum
and put the band on the road. But
many things have changed since
the 80’s and Fish has much to learn
even while he teaches these High
Schoolers the rules of touring.

Wilson (The Office, Juno, Sa-
hara) has built up quite the follow-
ing as Dwight on, The Office. He
has a knack for sarcastic wit and
humor and can be lovable in spite
of his attitude. Those qualities help
him make this film funnier than the
script is on its own. You can’t help
but compare it to School of Rock
and though a little edgier and geared
toward an older teen audience, the
similarities are blatant. Both have
dead beat rockers who still want a
taste of the good life. Both have
talented young musicians who are
not sure they want the “old guy”
bringing them down. There are simi-
lar lessons as well about following
your dream and not allowing bitter-
ness and letdowns to keep you from
achieving your goals.

Though no Jack Black, Wilson

brings his own style of comedy to
The Rocker and carries the film
quite well. His first starring role if
you will is solid and funny. Which
is what you need in a comedy. His
willingness to lay it all out there
with no shame is a must for this
sort of role. But he does it in a genu-
ine and believable way that makes
the character of Fish likeable and
you truly pull for the guy. Sur-
rounded by a nice cast including
Christina Applegate, Josh Gad, Jeff
Garlin and Jane Lynch, Wilson is
allowed to do his thing without
making up for the short comings of
others. I have always loved
Applegate and it is interesting to
see her play a mom and she has
matured as a solid co-star. She could
easily be the soccer mom down the
street.

Also, I have to give it props as
a music movie for having great
tunes. The teenage rockers play
with believability and have the look
and style needed. We are not talk-
ing Almost Famous here, but still
you can’t overlook the detail of mu-
sicianship. The songs are catchy
and modern which helps.

The Rocker is rated PG-13 for
drug and sexual references, nudity
and language. But it isn’t as bad as
it sounds. The nudity is comic and
brief and in no way sexual in na-
ture, rather used to further the story
line. The drug use is typical band
drinking and not over the top. The
only thing for parents to be aware
of are the sexual advances of the
road manager to one of the teen’s
mom. There are a few adult refer-
ences that you might not want your
pre teen hearing, much less repeat-
ing. Other than that it is tame in
nature and a good story. Not sure if
it will set any records but not a bad
date movie to drop the teens of for.
I give it 3 out of 5 ride cymbals. I
laughed most of the time and Wil-
son creates a character that works.

Been a long timeBeen a long timeBeen a long timeBeen a long timeBeen a long time
since I rock and rolledsince I rock and rolledsince I rock and rolledsince I rock and rolledsince I rock and rolled

Hi Irving!
Are you wonder-
ing, as I am, if the
gas prices went
up during the
summer just so
many of us would

have to put our vacation on hold
and instead have a “staycation” as
they say? Funny that now that it is
time for the children to go back to
school… the price of gas is lower.
Oh, I’m not complaining; it’s great.
It was just a thought. I am so thank-
ful gas prices are finally going
down.
I have thoroughly enjoyed having
my wonderful grandsons over this
summer. I wish we had at least one
more month of summer left. It al-
ways goes by so fast. I believe they
will have a safe, happy, and suc-
cessful school year. With the
prayers and attention of their par-
ents (as well as their Grandparents
and other family) they can’t go
wrong. I wish all of your children
the same.
Speaking of school starting, just a
little reminder that we are no longer
allowed to use our cell phones while

driving in any school zones in Irv-
ing. Let’s obey the law and take ex-
tra precautions for the safety of all
our students and for ourselves as
well since we know distractions
such as the cell phone can cause
car accidents.
On another note, have you been
watching the Olympics? The open-
ing ceremony was incredible and
then to see how our own U S of A
athletes are doing is amazing.
Watching world records be broken
is exciting. It is a fun way to remind
ourselves and our children that
hard work, determination and prac-
tice really pay off in the end.
Praying to make a difference.
Attend Church Sunday. 
God Bless You.

By Jason Alderman
Forget the birds and the bees:

One of the most difficult – yet most
important – discussions you can
have with your children before they
head off to college concerns the fi-
nancial facts of life. Because a few
early financial missteps can dam-
age their credit for years to come,
it’s important to set your kids out
on the right path.

Banking 101. If this is the first
time your kids have been respon-
sible for managing more than a
weekly allowance, teach them the
importance of tracking their finan-
cial transactions. Start with tips for
properly managing checking ac-
counts:

Check account balances online
or by phone every day to know

when deposits, checks and debit
card purchases have cleared.

Because they often clear in-
stantaneously, don’t write checks
or use debit cards unless you know
your balance will cover the trans-
actions.

Keep accurate balances by
regularly entering all transactions
into a check register. One forgotten
ATM withdrawal could cause a
cascade of bounced check or over-
draft fees.

Using non–network ATMs can
rack up significant service charges.
So choose a bank or credit union
with convenient ATMs, or use your
debit card for cash back when shop-
ping.

Ask if your bank provides free
phone or email alerts when your

balance dips below a certain level,
checks or deposits clear, or pay-
ments are due.

Debit cards are safer than car-
rying cash and are accepted by most
merchants. Ask if your card offers
“zero liability,” which means you
pay nothing for unauthorized or
fraudulent purchases.

Ease into credit cards. Using
credit cards responsibly helps build
a solid credit history, which your
kids will need later in life. But credit
is essentially a loan that must be
paid back, so urge them to tread
carefully:

Start with only one credit card
until you know you can manage it
properly. Try never to owe more
than 30 percent of your credit limit
on any card.

Strive to pay off the full bal-
ance each month; otherwise, the ac-
cumulated interest will add signifi-
cantly to your repayment amount.

Try to avoid using credit cards
for cash advances, which can incur
upfront fees plus having interest
accrue immediately.

Don’t be tempted by free give-
aways or low introductory rates
that often rise dramatically after a
few months.

Look for cards with no annual
fee and a lengthy grace period be-
fore finance changes begin. Also
compare cash advance, late pay-
ment, balance transfer, over–the–
limit and other fees. A good place
to comparison shop is
www.bankrate.com.

Look forward. Before you know
it, your kids will graduate and start
careers. Don’t let them start out
with damaged credit that’ll take
years to repair. This means avoid-

ing making late payments, bounc-
ing checks, opening too many ac-
counts, exceeding credit limits and
accumulating too much debt. All
these missteps can lower their credit
score and make it difficult to bor-
row money for a house or car, rent
an apartment or even get a job.

To learn more about under-
standing and building strong credit
scores, have your kids visit What’s
My Score
(www.whatsmyscore.com), a finan-
cial literacy program for young
adults run by Visa Inc. It features a
comprehensive workbook called
Money 101: A Crash Course in Bet-
ter Money Management, which can
be downloaded for free.

Your kids are about to enter the
most exciting period of their lives.
Make sure they do so with their
eyes wide open about the impor-
tance of sound personal financial
management skills.

Share financial ‘facts of life’ with your freshman



TRANSPORTATION
SUMMIT SUCCESSFUL

The 11th Annual Transportation Summit was another
success with key leaders from the region, state, na-
tional, and international level communicating the lat-
est trends, successes, and issues in intermodal trans-
portation. More than 1,200 attendees from 41 states
and 16 countries participated in a series of panels,
legislative hearings and seminars. 

DFW/161 DISTRIBUTION
CENTER UNDER CONSTRUCTION

Construction has begun on a new 3-building distri-
bution center at the intersection of Northgate and
SH-161, DFW/161 Distribution Center. The first two
buildings of the Republic Property project will con-
tain 176,000 sq ft and 107,300 sq ft. The $24 million
project provides easy access to SH-161, SH-114,
and SH-183. Lease rates on the building are antici-
pated at $4.25 per sq ft on the larger building and
$6.00 on the smaller building. 

NEW LEASES IN IRVING
Two existing businesses in Irving entered into new
lease agreements. Brinks Home Security signed a lease
for 80,190 sq ft at 4600-4650 Regent Blvd in the
DFW Freeport Area and Mitsubishi Motors North
America leased 18,388 sq ft of industrial space at
8100 Mesquite Bend Drive in Irving

LARGEST CALL CENTERS
IN THE METROPLEX

In a recent survey by the Dallas Business Journal,
four of the largest call centers in the Metroplex call

sional skills. Deadline for nominations is Aug. 22. Ap-
plications are available on-line at
www.dallas.bizjournals.com, click on “Events”, click on
“Nominations”. 

IRVING BOULEVARD PRESENTATION
Residents are invited to attend a joint Irving Boulevard
Advisory Committee and public input meeting from 7 to
9 p.m. Aug. 26 at City Hall, 825 W. Irving Blvd., to
discuss Designs on the Boulevard.

ESSENTIAL LEADERSHIP SKILLS
The Chamber’s Workforce Enrichment Council will be
presenting a four-part Functional Human Resources Se-

Irving home. The call centers include: Citi, Ford Motor
Credit, ATX Group, and Buchanan Associates. These
companies provide employment opportunities to more
than 7,300 people

LOCAL HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER
NAMED TECH TITAN

Congratulations to Traci Benesh, teacher at MacArthur
High School in Irving, for being named a Tech Titan of the
Future High School level finalist. 

BEST CORPORATE COUNSEL AWARDS
The Dallas Business Journal is seeking to identify the
Best Corporate Counsels in the Metroplex. The awards
recognize strong in-house corporate counsels who are
leaders with high ethical standards and exemplary profes-

ries, Essential Leadership Skills. The course will meet
once per week beginning Sep. 9 and continuing over
breakfast each Tuesday through Sep. 30. Each ses-
sion will run from 8:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. Total for all
sessions is $75 for Chamber members, $99 for the
public. Contact Kari Heinzen, 214-217-8484, at the
Chamber to reserve your seat. The sessions are de-
signed around the David Cottrell’s bestselling book,
“Monday Morning Leadership”. 

SAVE THE DATE:
TEIR TO HOST NORTH TEXAS SUMMIT

Texas Employers for Immigration Reform (TEIR)
will host a North Texas Summit, August 25th, at the
Las Colinas Marriott, 223 W. Las Colinas Boule-
vard.  The event will be from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
and includes lunch.  Advance registration thru
www.txeir.org is $50 and $60 at the door.  For addi-
tional information, contact Michael Burlison at the
Chamber, 214-217-8484. 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST
CELEBRATES 100 YEARS

A special celebration is being planned by the First
United Methodist Church for Sep. 7 to celebrate 100
years of Christian worship in Irving. Worship ser-
vice will be at 10:30 a.m. followed by lunch at Nimitz
High School, 100 Oakdale. RSVP by calling the church
at 972-253-3531, or e-mailing
connie@fumcirving.org.

HEALTH EVENT
Baylor Medical Center at Irving will host a “Live
Healthy” event Sep. 13. The event will include vari-
ous screenings including cholesterol, blood pressure,
bone density, glucose, etc. The program is free, but
registration is required by calling 1-800-4Baylor.

The Irving Economic Development Partnership ini-
tiated 38 new projects this fiscal year for either relo-
cation or expansion in Irving, and continues to man-
age 22 similar projects carried over from the previous
year.

To see a list of all of our investors or to share in the benefits enjoyed by these entities,
please call us at 214.217.8484 or visit ww.irvingchamber.com.

North Lake College
Oncor Electric Delivery

Reliant Energy
WaveTwo LLC

Commercial Real EstateCommercial Real EstateCommercial Real EstateCommercial Real EstateCommercial Real Estate
I n v e s t o rI n v e s t o rI n v e s t o rI n v e s t o rI n v e s t o r

Archon Group
Coldwell Banker

Crow Holdings / Apollo Real Estate
Granite Properties

Koll Development Company
PS Business Parks

Staffelbach Design Associates
The Staubach Company

The Woodmont Company
Triple L Management Corporation

Microsoft
NEC Corporation of America

RIM

President’s InvestorPresident’s InvestorPresident’s InvestorPresident’s InvestorPresident’s Investor
AboveNet

Allstate Insurance
Atmos Energy

Avistas
Carrington Laboratories

Citi
Comerica Bank

DeVry University
EF Johnson Technologies, Inc.

Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP
IBM

Las Colinas Country Club

Strategic InvestorStrategic InvestorStrategic InvestorStrategic InvestorStrategic Investor
City of Irving

Irving Convention & Visitors Bureau
Las Colinas Marketing Alliance

TIAA Realty, Inc. / Cousins
US-Mexico Chamber of Commerce

Chairman’s InvestorChairman’s InvestorChairman’s InvestorChairman’s InvestorChairman’s Investor
Aviall, Inc.
ExxonMobil

Flowserve Corporation

The Irving Economic Development Partnership would like to thank
the following entities for their continued support and investment in our program:

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT INVESTORS

WEEKLY BIZ BRIEF
A business activity report by the Irving Economic

Development Partnership.

Going green has become a prior-
ity for the public and private sector
throughout the nation. Technologies
being developed throughout North
Texas are helping businesses cut costs
while also helping them be energy
savvy. Attendees at the Dallas Regional
Chamber’s Technology Business
Council’s Sustainable Technology Is-
sue Forum, scheduled on Aug. 26, will
have the opportunity to interact with
experts to discuss these progressive
technologies.

The Chamber’s Issue Forum will
feature speakers sharing their insight
and experiences during an interactive
luncheon and afternoon panel sessions.
Topics include: energy management
solutions, financial investment oppor-
tunities, and legislative and legal strat-
egies for a carbon cap and trade sys-
tem.

“Renewable energy, energy effi-
ciency, and sustainable building prac-
tices give companies the ability to move
from an ‘energy dependent’ state to a
new level of ‘energy independence,’”
said Cindy Thyfault, President, Westar
Trade Resources and Chair of the
Chamber’s Sustainable Technologies
Committee. “The Sustainable Tech-
nologies Issue Forum will provide
amazing opportunities for executives
that will allow them to develop timely
strategies for new business opportu-

nities, carbon cap and trade legislation,
and energy-saving technologies.”

The half-day forum and reception
will include two keynote presentations
by pioneers in the renewable resources
industry. Michael Walsh, Executive
Vice President of the Chicago Climate
Exchange will give the luncheon key-
note on how carbon cap and trade is
profitable for businesses. Christiana
Wyly, an environmental entrepreneur
and founding investor and inspiration
for Green Mountain Energy Company,
will discuss green entrepreneur-ialism
and the importance of nurturing grow-
ing businesses in the industry.

Additional panelists include ex-
ecutives from Gardere Wynne Sewell
LLP, Green Mountain Energy Com-
pany, Oncor Electric Delivery, Texas
Workforce Commission, Trane Com-
mercial Systems, U.S. Department of
Energy and U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency.

The event will be held at the Rose-
wood Crescent Hotel in Dallas from
11:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. The cost to
attend is $75 for Technology Business
Council Investors, $85 for Chamber
Members, and $105 for Non-Members.

To register for this event, visit
www.DallasTBC.org.

For more information on this
event or questions, contact
jedson@dallaschamber.org or 214-712-
1937.

Provided by Robert E. Casey Jr., Dal-
las, FBI

The FBI and Department of Jus-
tice formulated Operation Malicious
Mortgage (OMM) in response to the

Mortgage fraud background information
rapidly escalating mortgage fraud crime
problem. This initiative was a multi-
agency, coordinated national mortgage
fraud effort. From March 1, to June
18, Operation Malicious Mortgage re-

sulted in 144 mortgage fraud cases in
which 406 defendants were charged,
convicted or sentenced. On June 18,
60 arrests were conducted nationally.
The FBI estimates that approximately

$1 billion in losses were inflicted by
the mortgage fraud schemes employed
in these cases.

On June 18, as part of the Opera-
tion Malicious Mortgage initiative, the
Dallas FBI executed arrest warrants on
8 of 11 individuals sought in a mort-
gage fraud scheme. These individuals
were Eric Rulack Farrington, Jr., Regis
Lamont Williams, Kevin Ray
Sanderson, Tony Earl Anderson, James
Edward Jones, Edwin Terrence Bell,
Robert John Mason and Christopher
N. Williams. A ninth individual,
Michael Lewis Andrews, surrendered
himself to federal authorities.

Data collected from the FBI, other
law enforcement, and industry sources
were compared to determine which
states were most affected by mortgage
fraud in 2007. The top 10 mortgage
fraud states for 2007 were identified
as follows: Florida, Georgia, Michigan,
California, Illinois, Ohio, Texas, New
York, Colorado and Minnesota.

Forty one Mortgage Fraud Task
Forces or Working Groups addressing
Mortgage Fraud have been created in-
cluding the North Texas Mortgage
Fraud Working Group.

Each mortgage fraud scheme con-
tains some type of material misstate-
ment, misrepresentation or omission
relied upon by an underwriter or lender
to fund, purchase or insure a loan. The
most common form of mortgage fraud
involves illegal property flipping
which entails false appraisals and other
fraudulent loan documents. Emerging
and re-emerging schemes in 2007 in-
cluded builder-bailouts, seller assis-
tance, short sales, foreclosure rescue
and identity thefts exploiting home
equity lines of credit.

What should homeowners do to
avoid these schemes?

Get referrals for real estate and
mortgage professionals. Check the li-
cense of the industry professional with
state, county or city regulatory agen-
cies.

If it sounds too good to be true, it
probably is. An outrageous promise of
extraordinary profit in a short period
of time signals a problem.

Be wary of strangers and unsolic-
ited contacts, as well as high-pressure
sales techniques.

Look for written information to
include recent comparable sales in the
area, and other documents such as tax
assessments to verify the value of the
property.

Understand what you are signing
and agreeing to. If you do not under-
stand, re-read the documents, or seek
assistance from an attorney.

Make sure the name on your ap-
plication matches the name on your
identification.

Review the title history to deter-
mine if the property has been sold mul-
tiple times within a short period. It
could mean that this property has been
“flipped” and the value falsely inflated.

Know and understand the terms
of your mortgage. Check your infor-
mation against information in the loan
documents to ensure they are accurate
and complete.

Never sign any loan document that
contains blanks. This leaves you vul-
nerable to fraud.

Additional information on mort-
gage fraud can be found at the FBI.gov
section on mortgage fraud. This in-
cludes the 2007 Mortgage Fraud Re-
port and additional background mate-
rial.
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The City of Irving has been no-
tified of its first human case of West
Nile virus this season. The 63-year-
old resident lives near Oak
Meadow Drive in the 75061 zip
code. The residential areas near that
location will be sprayed beginning
late this evening to reduce the risk
of transmission of the virus to
people.

West Nile virus is commonly
carried by wild birds, and the virus
can be spread to people through
the bite of an infected mosquito.
Residents are encouraged to take
sensible precautions to avoid mos-
quito bites.

Irving officials use active sur-
veillance for mosquito-borne ill-
nesses. Each week, trapped female
mosquitoes are shipped to the state
health department laboratory in
Austin to be tested for all known
mosquito-transmitted viruses. Irv-
ing city staff responds to resident’
complaints, treats standing water
to kill juvenile mosquitoes, and
monitors the trapping results of
other Dallas County cities as their
test results are reported.

Residents experiencing signifi-
cant mosquito activity should re-
port this information to Irving’s
mosquito hot line at 972-721-3755. 

FFFFFirst human case of irst human case of irst human case of irst human case of irst human case of WWWWWest Nileest Nileest Nileest Nileest Nile
virvirvirvirvirus confirmed in Irus confirmed in Irus confirmed in Irus confirmed in Irus confirmed in Irvingvingvingvingving

Provided by Jennifer (Hall) Wilson
The Irving Arts Center is look-

ing for volunteers to serve on the

Advisory Grant Review Panel start-
ing in September 2008. Those per-
sons interested in volunteering
must be nominated by colleagues
or apply personally using the form
and Conflict of Interest statement
available on the Arts Center’s Web
site, www.irvingartscenter.com un-
der the “Services-Grants” section.
Deadline for submission is Sep. 10. 

Panelists are appointed by the
Irving Arts Board in September and
will serve a two-year term. They will
play an important role in the pro-
cess through which funding is
awarded to area non-profit arts or-
ganizations. In FY07-08, $425,900
was distributed by the Arts Board
for projects that included sym-
phony concerts, plays and musi-
cals, art exhibitions, ballet perfor-
mances, youth programs and more.

For 2008-09, two panel mem-
bers from the pool of candidates
will be appointed to join the six cur-
rent panelists. The panelists will
reflect the diversity of Irving and

Advisory Grant Review
Panel volunteers needed

include balanced representation of
those with expertise, experience and
knowledge of theater, music, dance
and the visual arts. All applicants
must be residents of Irving. 

Applicants should have a dem-
onstrated knowledge of the visual
and/or performing arts as practic-
ing artists, qualified arts consum-
ers or representatives from various
cultural constituencies. Panelists
volunteer their time as a service to
the Irving Arts Center and the Irv-
ing arts community and will serve
staggered two-year terms. 

Panelists will be expected to
attend funded activities during their
term (tickets provided by the Arts
Center). They will not make fund-
ing decisions and may not review
applications from applicants with
whom they may have a conflict of
interest or the appearance of a con-
flict of interest. Panelists will review
grant applications, rank them as to
their relative quality and merit
based on other applications and
assess the probability of each ap-
plicant achieving their proposed
project goals. The panel provides
advice and guidance to the Arts
Board and may be asked to do the
same for staff members and the Arts
Board in working with applicant or-
ganizations in the future.

For more information contact
Kass Prince at 972-252-7558 x1242,
or visit the Irving Arts Center’s Web
site at www.irvingartscenter.com.

Hoping for a souvenir from the King, girls line up along the stage to see Tim
McCracken Jr. perform Memories of Elvis in an Elvis tribute show at the Irving
Arts Center. Proceeds from every ticket sold will go to the National Breast Cancer
Foundation as part of the Color Me OKI Philanthropic Program.

The return of the King
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We Provide The Personal Touch
David & Carla Davis,

Owners & Licenced Funeral Directors

972-259-7644129 S. O’Connor
Irving, TX 75060

Irving’s oldest funeral home

Chapel of Roses Funeral Home

1225 E. Irving Blvd. 75060
972-554-1031

Owned & Operated by the Chism &
Crouch Families

Directors:
Charlotte Chism Waldrum
Harrell Chism
Austin E. Raney

Offering:
Traditional Funeral Services
Cremation
Military Services

www.ChapelofRosesfh.com

ACCEPTING ALL Pre-Need Funerals

LEE ROY
ANDERSON, JR.

Lee Roy Ander-
son, Jr., of Irv-
ing, passed
away August
16, 2008.

He was
born Dec. 27,

1922 in Dallas. He was a member of
Community Bible Church in Irving.

Preceded in death by his par-
ents Lee Roy Anderson and Gladys
Fields, 2 brothers, 1 sister, and
daughter Karen Kay Paschall, sur-
vivors include his wife Myrtle Edith
Anderson; daughter Joyce Lee
Condor; son Nick Gene Anderson;
9 grandchildren; and 12 great
grandchildren.

Funeral services were held

 Aug. 19 at Brown’s Memorial
Chapel with Pastor Steve Nutter of-
ficiating. Interment followed at Oak
Grove Memorial Gardens. Visitation
was Monday.

JOYCE DARVEAU
Joyce Darveau,
age 67, a resi-
dent of Irving
for more than 50
years, died Au-
gust 17, 2008 at
an Irving hospi-
tal.

B o r n
Feb. 1, 1941 in Methuen, MA to
Arthur and Elizabeth Foulkes
Darveau, Joyce was a member of
St. Luke’s Catholic Church and Holy
Family of Nazareth Catholic Church

both in Irving. She was a professed
member of the Dominican Laity
Associate of Holy Family of
Nazareth Sisters, as well as a mem-
ber of St. Luke’s Altar Society,
Catholic Daughters of America, Le-
gion of Mary and Silver Seniors. At
Holy Family of Nazareth Catholic
Church, she was a member of Blue
Army of Our Lady of Fatima, Res-
urrection Choir, Sunday Choir and
 Blue Army First Saturday Choir.

Preceded in death by her par-
ents, she is survived by her sister,
Melissa Bryan and husband Curtis
of Rowlett; cousins, Michael
Darveau and wife Janice of
Cheektowaga, NY, Linda Darveau
of Dracut, MA, Louise Carlson of
North Andover, MA, Anita Bailey
and husband David of AZ, Fran
Cook and husband Bryan of
Dunbarton, NH, Sandra Howard
and husband Royce of Dallas; as
well as many nieces, nephews and
other family members.

A visitation was held Aug. 21
with the Rosary at Donnelly’s Co-
lonial Funeral Home Chapel. Mass
of Christian Burial held Aug. 22 at
St. Luke’s Catholic Church.
Graveside service followed at Cal-
vary Hill Cemetery in Dallas.

Memorial contributions may
be made to the American Diabetes
Association or the American Can-
cer Society. The family wishes to
thank Ann and Jack Lawrence, Jerry
Tolette, Felix and Noelia Garza,
Cathy Eubanks, Jean Reinhold,
Lorna Dufresne and all her friends
and church family for their contin-
ued care and compassion.

LAWRENCE
DAVID CLANCY

Lawrence David
Clancy, of Irv-
ing, passed
away August
19, 2008.

He was
born Dec. 28,
1949 in Syra-
cuse, NY. Larry

graduated from UNT with a degree

in education. He worked at The Sal-
vage Center of Dallas with his fam-
ily for many years. He had a love
for family, cars, and real estate.

Survivors include his wife of
37 years Linda Clancy; mother Jane
Clancy; son Aaron Clancy; daugh-
ter Amy Bourquin and husband
Justin; grandson Eric Bourquin;
brothers Tommy and Jimmy; and
sisters Patty, Mary, Barbara, Cathy,
Anita, Janie, and Carol.

Funeral services were held
Aug. 22 at Brown’s Memorial
Chapel. Interment followed at Oak
Grove Memorial Gardens. Visitation
was Thursday.

TIM JOHNSON
Tim Johnson, 59, a devoted hus-
band and father passed away on
August 18, 2008 at his home sur-
rounded by his family after a three
year courageous battle with ALS.

He was a resident of Oak Cliff
for 20 years, formerly of Irving. Tim
was born Oct. 28, 1948 in La Crosse,
WI to John W. and Barbara Jean
Gottlich Johnson. Growing up in
Irving, he attended UT and was a
Longhorn fan.  On Dec. 27, 1969, he
married Nancy Powers at St. Mark’s
Episcopal Church in Irving where
he was a member. For most of his
career, he was employed at Trinity
Industries but was with Flotec in
Irving at the time of his death.

Survivors include his wife,
Nancy; daughters, Jennifer Jeffress
and husband Jerry of Plano, Mar-
garet Guerra and husband Joey of

Coppell and Catherine Williams and
husband Michael of Fort Worth; six
grandchildren, Annalee Jeffress,
Zachary Jeffress, Meghan Jeffress,
Timothy Guerra, Olivia Guerra and
Emma Williams; parents, John and
Barbara Johnson of Coppell;
brother Stephen Johnson and wife
Shea of Odessa; sisters, Becky Gre-
gory and husband David of Dallas
and Mary Johnson of Arkansas;
brother, Peter MacNicol and wife
Marsue of Los Angeles, CA; and
several nieces and nephews.

Services will be held Aug. 22
at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church with
Rev. Greg Pickens as celebrant. In
lieu of flowers, memorials may be
made to Tim Johnson Memorial
Fund, c/o St. Mark’s Episcopal
Church, 516 South O’Connor Road,
Irving, TX 75060.

JERRY B. JOHNSON
Jerry B. Johnson, of Irving, passed
away August 21, 2008.

He was born March 7, 1945 in
Collinsville, TX. He was a member
of First United Methodist Church.

Survivors include his wife
Leslie Johnson and daughters Lilly
and Anna Johnson.

Graveside services will be held
at 11 a.m. Aug. 23 at Elm Grove Cem-
etery in Anna. A memorial service
follows at 2 p.m. at First United
Methodist Church. Arrangements
made by Brown’s Memorial Funeral
Home. If desired, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Leukemia
Lymphoma Society.

OBITUARIES
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Serving Irving  families
since 1963

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

KINGDOM SENIOR SOLUTIONS
Joan Black - Van Zandt

Medicare Supplements,
Medicare Advantage plans, Prescription Drug plans,
Rollovers, Fixed Annuities & Long Term Care Insurance.

Office  469-713-1862
Fax 469-324-2971

1400 W. Irving Blvd. Ste., 201
Irving, TX. 75061

www.kingdomseniorsolutions.com
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Irving ISD recently an-
nounced test dates for individu-
als no longer enrolled in a Texas
public school and who have not
previously passed all sections of
the TAKS or TAAS exit level
tests, but have met all other
graduation requirements.

These individuals may re-
take the section(s) not mastered
on the following testing dates:
Oct. 21 – TAAS writing, TAKS
ELA; Oct. 22 – TAAS and
TAKS math; Oct. 23 – TAAS

reading, TAKS science; and
Oct. 24 – TAKS social studies.

Registration packets are
available at all Irving ISD high
schools, the IISD Administration
Building, and all regional educa-
tion service centers. Registra-
tion forms must be completed
and received in Austin, by 5 p.m.
Sept. 19. Registration can also
be completed online and can be
accessed at www.k12testing.tx
.ncspearson.com/tx_oos.htm,
also due by 5 p.m. Sep. 19.

The designated test site for
IISD is The Academy of Irving
ISD, located at 4601 N.
MacArthur Blvd. in Irving. All
examinees must report to The

October eOctober eOctober eOctober eOctober exit level test dates announced for out-of-school individualsxit level test dates announced for out-of-school individualsxit level test dates announced for out-of-school individualsxit level test dates announced for out-of-school individualsxit level test dates announced for out-of-school individuals
Academy by 7 a.m. on the ap-
propriate exam day. In order to
be admitted to the testing site
and take the exams, all examin-

ees must show a picture ID.
For more information, con-

tact the Irving ISD at 972-215-
5085.



Continuing
The Tradition

“The Right Choice
for Over 50 Years.”

BROWN’S MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Ben F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. Brown

Funeral Directors: Gary Westerman
Michael McVey

Jason Rand

Brown Family Owned and Operated.

972-254-4242
www.brownmem.com

Church & Chapel Services
Local, Out of Town Services & Burials

Memorials
Cremation

Memories Flowers
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LISTING PRICES

To purchase WORSHIP section listing call 214-675-9445.
From 6 months to one year $7.47Up to 6 months $8.30

The Irving Rambler provides a WORSHIP section to bring
people of similar beliefs together.  The Irving Rambler
does not accept submission of a listing as a commitment
to publish.  Publication of a listing does not create an
obligation to continue publishing.  The Irving Rambler
reserves the right to refuse to publish any listing for any

reason.  Any listing promoting hate groups, or including
inappropriate material will not be published.  E-mail
addresses will only be published if included in the copy of
your listing.
Listings may include your religious organization’s name,
address, telephone number, website url & meeting times.

First United Methodist Church
211 W. Third St, Irving 75060

972.253.3531
www.fumcirving.org

Sundays 10:30am Sanctuary
6:30pm Chapel

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W Airport Frwy, Irving 75062
(North side of Hwy 183 between

MacArthur & Story)
972.255.4185

www.ppumc.org
Sundays 8:30, 9:15 & 11:00am

United Methodist

Pioneer Drive Baptist Church
4034 W. Pioneer Drive

Irving, Texas 75061
972.790.8828

www.pdbcirving.com
Sundays Traditional Worship

11:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study/Prayer Meeting
7:00 p.m.

Southern Baptist

First Christian Church
210 E. 6th Street, Irving 75060

972.579.0911
www.fccirving.org

Sundays
Bible Study for all ages - 9:30am
Traditional Worship - 10:45am

Disciples of Christ

Berean Memorial Church
1000 E. Sixth Street, Irving 75060

972.438.1440
www.bereanmemorialchurch.org

Sundays 10:45 a.m. 6:30 p.m
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

We offer quality Christian education for
K - 4 through Sixth Grade.

Small classes  • Dedicated Teachers  •Academic Excellence

Berean Christian Academy
1000 E. 6th St., Irving TX 75060

972 - 438 - 1440

North Irving Church of Christ
727 Metker St. Irving, Texas 75062

972.252.9981
Sundays Bible Study - 9:00 a.m.
Worship - 10:00 a.m. 5:00 p.m.

Wednesdays Bible Study – 7:00 p.m.

Church of Christ

www.bereanmemorialchurch.org

“Serving Irving since 1954”

Word of God Christian Fellowship
Meeting at Plymouth Park Baptist

Church
1714 N. Story Rd., Irving 75061

Fellowship Center FH 103
214.404.1899

www.wordofgodchristianfellowship.com
Sundays 4:00 p.m.

Tuesdays 7:00 p.m.

WORSHIP
Independent Bible

Allison’s Clubhouse
“The BEST In Your Child’s Care”
3425 Finley, Irving, Texas 75062

We are currently accepting applications
for both full and part-time  positions!

Accepting Children Accepting Children Accepting Children Accepting Children Accepting Children Ages:Ages:Ages:Ages:Ages: 6 w 6 w 6 w 6 w 6 weeks threeks threeks threeks threeks thru 11 yu 11 yu 11 yu 11 yu 11 years of ageears of ageears of ageears of ageears of age

We have the

largest  infant

center

in Irving/Las

Colinas!

www.Allisonsclubhouse.com
Call us:  972 258-1800Owners: David and Becky StaleyOwners: David and Becky StaleyOwners: David and Becky StaleyOwners: David and Becky StaleyOwners: David and Becky Staley

DirectorDirectorDirectorDirectorDirector :::::     WWWWWendy Boozerendy Boozerendy Boozerendy Boozerendy Boozer

Provided by Scott Bertrand
MacArthur High School

graduate Angel Rasco, returned to
the United States this week after a
paradigm-shifting six week volun-
teer internship with Preemptive
Love Coalition (PLC) in
Sulaymaniyah, Iraq.

Rasco, 21, is a senior educa-
tion major at Baylor University and
the daughter of Marcus and Col-
leen Rasco of Irving. She describes
her time in Iraq as “crazy, self-evalu-
ating and focus-shifting.” Her in-
ternship with PLC has confirmed in
her the importance of working for

global peace through building ste-
reotype-shattering relationships.

“I think that it is vital for indi-
viduals to understand that what
they do greatly affects those
around them (near and far) whether
they realize it or not, and even if
that choice is silence or inaction, it
still affects those around them,
maybe even on a larger scale,”
Rasco said. She was one of six col-
legians who worked on the “Buy
Shoes. Save Lives.” program and
other initiatives within the organi-
zation.

“Buy Shoes. Save Lives.” is a
PLC program in which high quality,

traditional handmade Kurdish
shoes, known as Klash, are sold
online. PLC uses revenue gener-
ated from the purchase of the shoes
to make an immediate impact by
funding life saving surgeries for
Iraqi children and long term solu-
tions through sustainable eco-
nomic development in impover-
ished villages. During the period of
the summer internship, PLC helped
to fund seven surgeries for children
from Iraq.

Rasco worked to organize a cel-
ebration banquet for the families of
children who have returned to Iraq
after successful heart surgery in Is-

rael. She also participated in an En-
glish conversation and cultural ex-
change outreach program at a
youth center in Sulaymaniyah.

Rasco plans to continue her
partnership with the PLC after her
return home. She has been working
with the staff at the YMCA of Irv-
ing to raise funds and awareness.

IrIrIrIrIrving student’ving student’ving student’ving student’ving student’s summer ws summer ws summer ws summer ws summer work impacts Iraqi childrenork impacts Iraqi childrenork impacts Iraqi childrenork impacts Iraqi childrenork impacts Iraqi children
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ADVERTISING PRICES
First 15 words $7.00
Each additional word $0.20

Bold, Caps, border $7.00

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.  When
you place a classified advertisement in the Rambler, we publish it
online at no additional charge. The Irving Rambler does not accept
submission of an advertisement as a commitment to publish.  Pub-
lication of an advertisement does not create an obligation to con-
tinue publishing.  The Irving Rambler reserves the right to refuse to
publish any advertisement for any reason.  Ads promoting hate
groups, or including inappropriate material will not be published.
E-mail addresses will only be published if included in the copy of
your classified ad.

To purchase classified ads call 214-675-6493.

MECHANIC HELPERS
Construction/Crushing equipment,

Grand Prairie, call Mark
at 972.264.0540

APARTMENT FOR RENT
Private Apartment 1 BR 1 bath

Central A/C $600. All bills paid In
Irving. 214-469-8600

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES
FOR SALE-Hot Wheels Collection-
Treasure Hunts, Final Runs and
many other series 972-438-4522

HOUSE FOR RENT
2 BR 1-1/2 bath 1-car garage.  LR/
dining area.  Beautiful hardwood
floors.  Utility room.  All electri-
cal.  Large fenced yard.  $800 month
+ deposit.  References required.
972.986.7100  972.252.4690

WRITER NEEDED
For special projects. People person, detail
oriented, responsible, courteous, articulate,
computer literate, MS Office, email and
internet savvy. Call to 214-675-6493.

SALES POSITION
Local territory, established accounts, People
person, detail oriented, responsible, cour-
teous, articulate, computer literate, MS Of-
fice, email and internet savvy opportunity
for growth, experience preferred, call to
214-675-6493 to discuss your opportinities

Jon’s
Upholstery
Has  MOVED

call
972-255-0060

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENTS

believe in these projects. Eventu-
ally these may be sources of water
that we have to go to. But in the
beginning, we would rather start on
the low end of the scale and work
our way up.

“You will hear a lot of the envi-
ronmental community in opposition
to reservoirs talking about Lake
Texoma. Agencies on the Texas
side of Lake Texoma substantially
use the lake. Between the Greater
Texoma Utility Authority and the
North Texas Municipal Water Dis-
trict, we are using almost a 113 thou-
sand acre feed a year of Lake
Texoma water.

“For us to desalinate Texoma
water from the 100 thousand acre
feed we have, we would have a side
stream of the highly concentrated
brine created in the process. What
do you do with 25 million gallons
of water a day, which is what the
brine would create. They are not
going to let you put it back in the
lake. They are not going to let you
put it in the Red River. We are look-
ing at deep well injection. That is
the Achilles’ heel of using Lake
Texoma with a desalination process.

“We are able to use 20% Lake
Texoma water and blend it with
higher quality water to extend the
supply.

“Most people think the cost
of bringing a water supply from a
new lake is the cost of the reser-
voir. We find that it is not the cost
of the reservoir, it is typically the
cost of the pipeline and pump sta-
tions. When you are spending $700
to $800 per linear foot for pipeline
84 inches in diameter and you are
laying 100 miles, it adds up.”

The State of Oklahoma cur-
rently has a moratorium on selling
water.

“We have been negotiating
with the people in Oklahoma since
the early ‘80s trying to get a supply
of water. They have a tremendous
amount of water. We actually had
them listed as a supply in the first
round of planning in 2010. We
couldn’t get anywhere with them
at that point. We decided to show
them they are in the rear view mir-
ror and maybe that will open their
eyes,” he said.

“They would rather see the
water discharged into the Red River
and become highly concentrated
brine water that we can’t use.

“Hopefully through the efforts
of Tarrant Regional and now the
City of Irving, you will see some of
that water in the future. It is some-
thing I think eventually as the law-
suits are settled that will come into
play.

Jerry Chapman, General Man-
ager, Greater Texoma Utility Author-
ity, believes that Oklahoma may de-
cide to sell water to Texas in the
near future.

“During the last Governor’s
Water Conference that took place
in Oklahoma, two of the past gov-
ernors of Oklahoma attended. They
admonished the people present to
try to make some sort of agreement
on the sale of water. They are con-
cerned that if an agreement is not
reached, the federal courts are go-
ing to rule against Oklahoma. If that
were to happen, the state could be
required to give the water away,”
Mr. Chapman said.

“The way I understand it, if
Tarrant Regional, the first agency
to file suit against the State of Okla-
homa, were to win their federal law-
suit, Oklahoma would have to treat
them as if they were an Oklahoma
agency getting a water rights per-
mit,” Mr. Rickman said. “Currently
it doesn’t cost you anything to
obtain water in Oklahoma if you are
an Oklahoma agency. That is the
trade-off. They may have to decide
early to cut their losses. They don’t
want to give the water away, they
would rather sell it to Texas.

“We negotiated with Okla-
homa back in 2000 as did members
of the City of Irving. There were
five agencies negotiating with them
on Jan. 1, 2000. At that point, we
were looking at buying water, not

going up there and taking water. We
think it is fair to pay them for water
that comes out of their state.”

Extended litigation surround-
ing the permitting of new reservoirs
does not benefit the public.

“Whenever the public be-
comes more informed and realizes
the box we are in, I think some of
these regulatory mechanisms we go
through now, may become more
flexible,” Mr. Chapman said. “We
don’t want to harm the environ-
ment. It takes care of us. Yet they
were held up for 28 years in the
courthouse before building the Lake
Jim Chapman Reservoir in East
Texas. That is not acceptable. The
only ones who won there were the
attorneys.”

“People take water for granted,
because they turn the tap on and it
is always there,” Mr. Rickman said.
“Texas is looked at throughout the
U.S. has having the best planning
process of any state in the union.
States are coming in from all over
and studying what we are doing in
order to create something similar.

“We have got to find a way of
developing supplies that doesn’t
take years, and years, and years to
develop.”

Continued from page 1

TTTTTeeeeexas agencies seek new water sourcesxas agencies seek new water sourcesxas agencies seek new water sourcesxas agencies seek new water sourcesxas agencies seek new water sources

Provided by Ashley Howland
When is the last time you got

vaccinated? If you’re like most
Americans it’s been years, maybe
even decades. In fact the Centers
for Disease Control warned that
far too few American adults are
being vaccinated against serious,
even deadly diseases. 

“There’s always been an em-
phasis in pediatrics on prevention,
and immunizations are a big part
of that, but adult medicine has not
caught up,” said William Sutker,
M.D., infectious disease special-
ist on the medical staff at Baylor
University Medical Center at Dal-
las.

A study by the Centers for
Disease Control (CDC) found

that less than five percent of
American adults are up-to-date on
all of their immunizations.

“I think people don’t realize
the number of deaths that occur
because of infectious diseases
every year,” Dr. Sutker said.

So what should you be vac-
cinated against? All adults over
50, or those with diabetes or heart
disease should receive flu and
pneumonia vaccines, but it is es-
timated that just over half actu-
ally do.

“I think the flu and pneumo-
nia vaccine are grossly
underutilized,” Dr. Sutker said.

All adults over 60 also should
be vaccinated against shingles,
but just two-percent currently are.

And now there’s yet another con-
cern—whooping cough.

“Because adults haven’t been
immunized against whooping
cough in years, the illness is now
starting to show up in adults and
so that’s why there’s been a new
emphasis trying to immunize
adults again,” Dr. Sutker said.

The whooping cough vaccine
is given in combination with the

diphtheria and tetnus booster—
which you should get every 10
years. 

Experts say the results of this
CDC study prove not nearly
enough emphasis is put on adult
immunizations which can be life-
saving.

“So although it seems we’re
more concerned with heart dis-

ease and cancer, I think the pub-
lic needs to know that infectious
diseases are still out there and are
a potential cause of problems,”
Dr. Sutker said.

For more information about
vaccinations, talk to your family
physician.

For more information about
Baylor University Medical Center
at Dallas, visit BaylorHealth.com.

Most adults aren’Most adults aren’Most adults aren’Most adults aren’Most adults aren’t immunized against serious infectious diseasest immunized against serious infectious diseasest immunized against serious infectious diseasest immunized against serious infectious diseasest immunized against serious infectious diseases
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425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

IN GOD WE TRUST

Metro (817) 498-7079
And our new location at

310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX
Metro (817) 477-3383

Visit Our Other Locations at
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Serving Irving For Over 35 Years

For Take Out Call SPECIALS
EVERY
DAY!

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

“““““Where   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”””””“““““Where   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”””””

Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking

All You Can Eat Food Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

Over 6800 sq. ft.
of merchandise

We have everything from
new items to antiques

Furniture
Home Decor

Clothing

Come for our Big Labor DaCome for our Big Labor DaCome for our Big Labor DaCome for our Big Labor DaCome for our Big Labor Day Saley Saley Saley Saley Sale
SaturdaSaturdaSaturdaSaturdaSaturday,y,y,y,y,     August 30 and MondaAugust 30 and MondaAugust 30 and MondaAugust 30 and MondaAugust 30 and Monday,y,y,y,y, September 1" September 1" September 1" September 1" September 1"

Toddler’s
Women’s Girls and Boy’s
NEW Men’s

The City of Irving recently rec-
ognized an Irving couple, George
and Regina Story, with the High
Spirited Citizen award, given to in-
dividuals who have exhibited long-
time dedication and service to the
community.

Mr. Story is a life-long resident
of Irving. When his family first
settled here, the city of Irving was
known as “Kit.” Mr. Story was em-
ployed at Lone Star Gas for more
than 32 years, but now can be found
doing yard work at First Christian
Church every Wednesday. 

Mrs. Story, who has lived in
Irving for more than half a century,
was a teacher for many years in the
Irving Independent School District
before becoming the district’s first

female administrator. A former vice
principal at MacArthur High, Mrs.
Story is the founder of the school’s
drill team, the Cardettes. At First
Christian Church - where her hus-
band serves as an elder in addition
to his weekly gardening duties –
Mrs. Story serves as a deacon and
volunteer organist.

Together, Mr. and Mrs. Story
are charter members of the newly
formed Friends of the Irving Mu-
seum, members of Lyric Stage, and
active in the Irving Heritage Soci-
ety, where Regina is past
president. They have had the honor
of presiding as the Squire and Lady
of Bracebridge for the Heritage
Society’s annual Bracebridge Din-
ner. In addition, they have repre-

sented the Entertainment Series of
Irving at several national confer-
ences, and assist the organization
with coordinating ushers, welcom-
ing performers and working on sub-
scription drives. Mrs. Story serves
on the Entertainment Series of Irv-
ing board of directors, and is a past
board member of the Irving Mu-
seum Advisory Board.

“George and Regina are always
the first to offer kind words of ap-
preciation and encouragement to
others for what they have done to
help make Irving better,” said Mary
Higbie, who nominated the couple
for this award. “It’s nice to see them
honored for all they have done for
Irving.”

The High Spirited Citizen pro-
gram was initiated in 1988 by the
Irving Convention and Visitors Bu-
reau.  Its purpose is to encourage
the spirit of volunteerism. To date,
more than 400 of Irving’s “unsung”
heroes have been honored with the
award. To nominate an Irving resi-
dent for the award, contact Jane
Kilburn at 972-252-7476 or down-
load an application form at
www.irvingtexas.com/Media/
HighSpiritCitiz.

Coupled honored as High Spirited Citizens

Longtime Irving residents George and Regina Story are honored as
High Spirited Citizens.

Several members of the Irving Senior Arts Program and director Kitty
Baker were among those attending the special activities at the Crow
Collection of Asian Art Museum on Aug. 8, as the Olympics began in
Beijing.

The arts bring
people together

Disabled American Veterans
2310 Rock Island @ Story

Irving, Texas 75060


