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T KHIS WEE

By Jess Paniszczyn
Developer Delbert McDougal

presented his company’s master
plan for the redevelopment of a one
square mile area in south Irving,
which includes the DART rail sta-
tion, Main Street and Irving’s his-
toric district, to the city council
during a work session on Aug. 22.
After discussing the proposed
project, the city council voted to
increase to 10 million dollars the
amount the City will underwrite to
purchase land in the project area.

“I am excited that we are fi-
nally going to see some redevel-
opment in area where citizens have
demanded it for some time,”
Mayor Herb Gears said. “We have
some 50, 60 and 70 year old struc-
tures, which could be replaced with
something that could serve the
community better. When we have
this newer, transit-oriented devel-
opment, we will attract more
people to the downtown area. That
growth will allow more restaurants
and retail opportunities to succeed.

It is all about creating living con-
ditions such that people will want
to be there and take part in the
community. This is a great oppor-
tunity.

“Mr. McDougal has told us
that he is ready to engage in pur-
chasing large blocks of property in
the heart of Irving, bringing it to
the ground and redeveloping it

with significant new projects.
“The City has committed to be

a partner. It is significant that the

Provided by Jennifer Hall
The Irving Arts Center an-

nounced a new partnership with
the Smithsonian Institution on
Thursday during a luncheon with
local and national elected officials.

Harold Closter, director of
Smithsonian Affiliations, pre-
sented Gus Tramp, chairman of the
Irving Arts Board, Richard Huff,
executive director of the Arts Cen-
ter, and Irving City Councilman
Allan Meagher with a certificate
and the official Smithsonian Affili-
ations flag.

“The Irving Arts Center serves
the artistic interests of the Dallas
metropolitan area with great cre-
ativity through its diverse range of
offerings. We are very proud of our
new affiliate relationship and look
forward to sharing exhibits, arti-
facts and programs from the
Smithsonian as we have already
begun with At The Controls, a
spectacular exhibition of photo-
graphs from our National Air and
Space Museum,” Closter said.

As an affiliate of the

Smithsonian, the Arts Center will
have the opportunity to borrow
from the Institution’s extensive
collection of artifacts. The Arts
Center may incorporate selections
from the 136-million object collec-

tion into future exhibits. Other
benefits include access to the
Smithsonian’s educational re-
sources and expertise in the fields
of conservation, collections care
and exhibit development.

Say ‘GOODBYE’ to
Historic Downtown Irving

ArArArArArts center announces affiliationts center announces affiliationts center announces affiliationts center announces affiliationts center announces affiliation
with the Smithsonian Institutionwith the Smithsonian Institutionwith the Smithsonian Institutionwith the Smithsonian Institutionwith the Smithsonian Institution

Provided by Mark Ball
After careful review of state

and federal regulations governing
the release of infrastructure data,
the Texas Department of Transpor-
tation (TxDOT) released a list of
the state’s 2,024 structurally defi-
cient bridges.

TxDOT’s records indicate that
four percent of the state’s bridges
are listed as structurally deficient.
The Bureau of Transportation Sta-
tistics reports that in 2006, 12%
of the nation’s bridges were iden-
tified as structurally
deficient. TxDOT’s aggressive
program to inspect all 50,000 of
the state’s bridges, rehabilitate and
replace bridges that require im-
provement is producing results. In
2002, Texas was home to 2,928
structurally deficient bridges. The
current figure is a 31% reduction
in structurally deficient bridges.

“Structurally deficient” is a
technical term used in news ac-
counts and public discussions to
describe a bridge that is unsafe or
presents an imminent danger to the
driving public. It is a term used by
the Federal Highway Administra-
tion to classify and prioritize
bridges for federal funding. Struc-
turally deficient bridges receive
priority for limited rehabilitation
on replacement funds from the fed-
eral government. Bridges that are
unsafe or present an imminent
public danger are closed to traffic.

Of the state’s bridges classi-
fied as “structurally deficient,” 445
are on the state highway system
and 1,579 are off-system struc-
tures. Classified as structurally
deficient, 282 bridges are currently
under contract to be rehabilitated
or replaced. Another 1,303 bridges
classified as structurally deficient

are under development as part of
the state’s Unified Transportation
Plan. The state’s remaining 439
bridges classified as structurally
deficient are not currently sched-
uled for rehabilitation or replace-
ment, and no funding has been
identified for them.

Improving safety is TxDOT’s
most important goal and is a sa-
cred obligation to the state’s driv-
ing public. TxDOT will continue
to monitor the state’s bridges
through its aggressive bridge in-
spection program. In addition to
enhancing safety, TxDOT is com-
mitted to reducing congestion and
expanding economic opportunity,
improving air quality and increas-
ing the value of the state’s trans-
portation assets.

The challenge for Texas is that
as the state’s transportation system
ages, demand is increasing.
TxDOT is committed to maintain-
ing the safety of the state’s roads
and bridges, but as the department
has said before, it will not be easy.

Recognizing this goal,
TxDOT staff reported in June that
more than $6 billion would need
to be transferred from new con-
struction to routine maintenance to
ensure the safety and quality of the
state’s highway system over the
next five years.

The situation points to the
need for balancing two important
goals: maintaining the existing
highway system and reducing traf-
fic congestion. Texans deserve both
a well-maintained highway system
and the ability to get where they
want to go in a timely manner.

The list of the state’s structur-
ally deficient bridges is available
on TxDOT’s website:
www.txdot.gov.

TxDOTxDOTxDOTxDOTxDOT releases list of state’T releases list of state’T releases list of state’T releases list of state’T releases list of state’sssss
strstrstrstrstructurally deficient bridgesucturally deficient bridgesucturally deficient bridgesucturally deficient bridgesucturally deficient bridges

See SMITHSONIAN, Page 12

Irving Arts Center receives the official Smithsonian Affiliations flag during Transportation Summit.
Pictured: Councilman Allan Meagher, Harold Closter, director of Smithsonian Affiliations, Richard
Huff, executive director of the Arts Center, Gus Tramp, chairman of the Irving Arts Board and
Aaron Glavas, senior coordinator of Smithsonian Affiliations.

See CITY, Page 6
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Stabbing: 08-
18-07 at 2:55
a.m.  An Asian
male entered
the emergency
room at Baylor-
Irving Hospital
with a stab

wound to the lower left side of his
back. When the nurses told him
that they were reporting his inju-
ries to the police, he became upset
and fled the scene before officers
arrived.
 
Multiple Burglary of Motor Ve-
hicle Offenses- 22 + offenses: 08-
18-07 at 11 p.m. to 08-19-07 at
6:00 a.m.  On the morning of Aug.
19 Patrol units responded to a se-
ries of multiple BMV offenses at
apartment complex’s along Roch-
elle Rd. All offenses were similar
with multiple windows broken and
the cars ransacked. In some of-
fenses, items were taken and in
some, there was nothing taken. In
the 1000 block of W. Rochelle, a
bloody towel and blood at the scene
indicated that one suspect was in-
jured during the offense. Officers
took the above numbered reports.
There were at least eight more

Ambulances went into overload three times.
Ambulances went into overload twice.
Three alarm structure fire at 412 w. Sixth St. No injuries.

Ambulances went into overload seven times.

Irving Fire Department responded to 387 incidents.
The Fire incidents

124 Miscellaneous Fire
        and Rescue Calls
  5 Structure Fires
  2 Special Operations
  2   Vehicle Fires

Comments:

Medical calls
27 Major Accidents
110 Major Medical
27 Heart Attacks
38 Difficulty Breathing
44 Trauma Related
8 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary Aug 16 - 22, 2007

08-17:
08-19:
08-21:

complainants that had not called
in yet. There are no suspects and
no suspect vehicle description for
follow up. All offenses occurred
between the hours of 11:00 p.m.
and 6:00 a.m. The area is from just
East of O’Connor to Macarthur
along Rochelle Rd.
 
Burglary of a Business (smash
and grab): 08-19-07 at 3:48 a.m.
Unknown suspect(s) smashed out
the front door to Chuck E Cheese,
3903 W. Airport Freeway, entered
and went to the office behind the
kitchen. The suspect(s) smashed
out the window to the office, en-
tered and attempted to break into
the safe, but it is a new safe and is
much larger than the previous
safe. They abandoned that effort
but took numerous game tokens. 
 
Missing child: 08-19-07 at 9:47
p.m.  The mother of an autistic
child called in to report that her
son was missing from the 100
Block Cypress Ct. Officers arrived
and began a search of the Hack-
berry Estates, to include a drain-
age ditch and golf course both right
by their home. At 10:32 p.m. an
officer found the child asleep on

the front porch in the 2100 block
of Shumard Oak Lane. 
 
Burglary of a Business: 08-20-07
at 12:18 a.m.  Officers were sent
to a burglary in progress at the Irv-
ing Oaks Apartments in the office.
First responders encountered the
manager, and she pointed out a
male who fled as they
approached. They found a second
subject who had been acting as a
“good eye” and he led them to the
original suspect. Evidence was re-
covered linking them to the bur-
glary. 
 
Burglary of a business/ theft
from a person: 08-20-07 at 12:18
a.m.  Officers were dispatched to
a robbery of an individual in the
2000 block Estrada. The complain-
ant was outside of his apartment
with his laptop computer when a
suspect ran up, grabbed the laptop
and fled toward Pioneer. A witness
saw the suspect running by with a
laptop and saw him go southwest
toward the 4100 block of pioneer.
While on this call we received a
call of an alarm at the office of the
same complex that came in at
12:32 a.m. Officers found the door

kicked in, entered and cleared the
inside of the office. When an em-
ployee arrived, he checked but
couldn’t find anything missing. It
is probably related to the laptop
theft, because the suspect came
from the direction of the office.
Suspect is described as young male
wearing a bandana with a red base-
ball cap over it, and a black t-
shirt. He also had a goatee. 
 
Police Pursuit: 08-20-07 at 11:47
p.m.  An officer saw a motorcycle
run a stop sign at Britain and

Union Bower. When the officer
attempted a traffic stop, the sus-
pect fled east bound on Union
Bower to north bound Holly to
north bound Nursery Rd., to east
bound service road of SH 183 to
east bound SH 183 to east bound
IH 35. Speeds were approximately
90-95. The suspect exited Conti-
nental Rd., in Dallas. Suspect
pulled into bus stop, parked, got
off the motorcycle and laid on
ground. Suspect was taken into
custody. No injuries, accidents or
damage.

POLICE & FIRE

August 25    Back to School Fi-
esta - A Back to School Fiesta will
be held from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
the Irving Mall Food Court. Free
immunizations will be given to
children (must provide shot
record). The first 400 elementary-
aged children to get immunized
will receive free school supplies.
For more information, call 972-
689-8285.

August 25    Anniversary Cel-
ebration - Las Colinas Medical
Center will host its 10th Anniver-
sary Celebration and Community
Health Fair. Between 7:00 a.m. –
1:00 p.m., members of the commu-
nity will enjoy various family fun
activities such as a bounce house,
music, face painting, a 5K fun run,

health screenings and education
for everyone.  For more informa-
tion, visit www.LasColinasMedic
al.com.

August 29    Texas Fashion In-
dustry - The Art Institute of Dal-
las will launch its “Fashion For-
ward” event at Victory Park in
Dallas. The free festivities mark
the October launch of The Art
Institute’s two new bachelor’s de-
gree programs in Fashion Design
and Fashion & Retail Manage-
ment. The event also serves as the
Dallas kick-off for the Dallas Fash-
ion Incubator’s second annual
Search for Texas’ Next Top De-
signer. The celebratory event is
open to the public and starts at 6:00
p.m. For more information about

this event, visit www.aid.edu.

August 29    Irving Health Cen-
ter - A new health care center for
Irving residents is scheduled to
open in early September. A ribbon-
cutting ceremony, hosted by the
Irving Economic Development
Partnership, will be held at 10 a.m.
The Irving Health Center, located
at 1800 N. Britain Road, will pro-
vide low- to moderate-income Irv-
ing residents with a wide range of
primary and preventive dental and
health-care services. This commu-
nity-based health center is a joint
project of the City of Irving, U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban
Development, Parkland Health &
Hospital System, Dallas County,
and Baylor Medical Center at Irv-

ing. The new facility will be oper-
ated by Parkland Health & Hospi-
tal System.

August 30 - September 2
Team Impact - Team Impact,
some of the strongest men on the
planet, will be making a public
appearance in Irving. A group of
world-class athletes, including
champion power-lifters, previous
WWE wrestlers, and former NFL
football players travel the globe
motivating and inspiring people of
all ages. First United Methodist
Church, 211 W. Third, invites the
community to come, watch Team
Impact and share an inspiring
message of hope on Aug. 31-Sep.
2 at 7 p.m. Visit www.Team-
Impact.com to learn more.

ments and organizations nation-
wide, with an additional 31 awards
being distributed from the FY 2006
funding.

The Assistance to Firefighters
Grant Program includes grants to
the fire departments and emer-
gency medical services organiza-

tions in Texas for:
Irving Fire Department  Op-

erations and Safety $194,400
Port Arthur Fire Department  Op-
erations and Safety $44,671
Retreat V.F.D.  Operations and
Safety $29,450 Corsicana
Greenwood Volunteer Fire Depart-

ment, Inc.  Operations and Safety
$46,341 Midland Dumas Fire De-
partment  Operations and Safety
$117,000 Manchaca Vol. Fire De-
partment  Operations and Safety
$64,581 Austin “Since 2001, Presi-
dent Bush and Congress have
made an investment of over $3 bil-
lion dollars so that thousands of
fire departments can be prepared
for all emergencies in their com-
munities,” U.S Fire Administrator
Greg Cade said. “September is
National Preparedness Month, and
I would like to encourage all resi-
dents of this nation to join with
their firefighters in preparing their
families and businesses for all haz-
ards, great and small.”

AFG awards enhance re-
sponse capabilities and more effec-
tively protect the health and safety
of the public with respect to fire
and other hazards. The grants en-
able local fire departments and
emergency medical services orga-
nizations to purchase or receive
training, conduct first responder
health and safety programs, and
buy equipment and response ve-
hicles.

Texas fire departments receive funding through FEMA
Nationally, the fiscal year 2007
AFG awards, will ultimately pro-
vide over $490 million to fire de-
partments and emergency medical
service organizations throughout
the country.

This round of fire grants is
being awarded to 179 fire depart-

The U.S. Department of
Homeland Security’s Federal
Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) awarded $751,638 in As-
sistance to Firefighters Grants
(AFG) to local fire departments
and emergency medical services
organizations in the state of Texas.

Irving Community Television
Network (ICTN) announced the
addition of Courtney Mason, who
will serve as producer/director of
the new city magazine show “City
Source.” Mason previously worked
as a producer at CW-33 News at

Nine in Dallas.
“City Source” is scheduled to

premiere at 7:30 p.m. Aug. 26 on
ICTN 1, and will feature the many
programs and services provided by
the City of Irving.

“I’m thrilled to be joining

such an amazing group of people,”
Mason said. “The focus here really
is about helping the community by
keeping residents informed on city
initiatives, and I want to make sure
I get that message across to the
residents of Irving. I have already

discovered several city programs I
think many residents may not even
be aware of, and I will make it my
mission to ensure that people know
what they may be missing out on.”

“I am very excited about
Courtney joining our staff,” ICTN

Executive Producer Paul
Wahlstrom said. “She advanced up
the ladder very quickly at Chan-
nel 33, and I can’t wait to see what
her energy and talent will do to
improve ICTN programming.”

New ICTN staff member to produce city magazine shoNew ICTN staff member to produce city magazine shoNew ICTN staff member to produce city magazine shoNew ICTN staff member to produce city magazine shoNew ICTN staff member to produce city magazine showwwww
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Mungles
on Movies

RUSH HOUR 3    PG13
12:45PM    3:00PM    5:15PM    7:00PM
7:45PM    9:15PM    10:00PM

RESURRECTING THE CHAMP
PG13

1:30PM    4:20PM    6:50PM    9:35PM
STARDUST    PG13

1:00PM     4:00PM    7:15PM
10:10PM

THE SIMPSONS MOVIE    PG13
12:40PM    2:45PM    4:45PM    6:55PM
9:30PM

LAST LEGION    PG13
12:35PM    2:50PM    5:05PM    7:40PM
10:10PM

HARRY POTTER    PG13
12:50PM    3:40PM    6:45PM    9:50PM

BECOMING JANE    PG
1:30PM    4:05PM    7:05PM    9:45PM

#BOURNE ULTIMATUM    PG13
1:00PM    1:45PM    4:30PM    5:00PM
7:15PM    7:50PM    9:55PM    10:25PM

SHANKARADADA    NR
2:30PM    6:00PM    9:30PM

SUPERBAD    R
12:30PM    3:45PM    7:30PM
10:15PM

NANNY DIARIES    PG13
12:30PM    3:00PM    5:30PM    8:00PM
10:20PM

WAR    R
12:55PM    4:10PM    6:40PM    9:05PM

SEPTEMBER DAWN    NR
1:40PM    4:10PM    6:55PM    9:20PM

RATATOUILLE    G
1:35PM    4:15PM

THE INVASION    PG13
12:30PM    2:50PM    4:50PM    7:20PM
9:40PM

Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater
Why wait in lines? PUCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

# NO PASSES * FULLY RESTRICTED

Who’s your nanny!

Matt is a member of the North Texas Film
Critics Association (NTFCA) and hosts
the weekly syndicated Indie Rock Radio
Show Spin 180. Plus with his wife Cindy
they do a weekly radio feature, The
Mungles on Movies. For additional re-

views and interview clips visit
www.mungleshow.com.

By Matt Mungle
Title: The Nanny Diaries
Rated: PG-13

I love being surprised at the
movies. That feeling of going into
a film expecting one thing and get-
ting something totally different.
Even if it is bad, if it is at least
surprising, that counts for some-
thing.

The previews and poster for
The Nanny Diaries had me flash-
ing back to Brittany Murphy chas-
ing around an anal Dakota Fan-
ning in Uptown Girls. I thought,
did they really do another one of
these? And no, thank goodness,
they didn’t. What writer/director
team Shari Springer Berman and
Robert Pulcini did do was create a
comedy drama that takes a few
hard, well deserved jabs at upper
class parenting. Based on the best
selling book by the same name, you
have to wonder how true this tale
sadly is for many families. But,
hey, isn’t it a little gratifying to
poke fun at the high and mighty?
Too bad most will never even see
this.

Annie/Nanny (Scarlett
Johansson) is a Jersey girl fresh out
of college with no clue who she
really is. All she has is a degree
and a desire to please those around
her. When she takes a job as a
nanny for the X family, she has the
rare opportunity to view a species
of land dwellers few see from in-
side the tribe itself. The Upper East
Side Manhattan family unit. What
she documents is dysfunction, self-

ishness and a group starving for
real affection. Mr. X (Paul
Giamatti) escapes in his work and
has no time for his son or Mrs. X
(Laura Linney). In turn Mrs. X is
too consumed with social stand-
ings and reputation to bother with
actually raising her son. So every-
thing involving the X offspring is
left to the nanny to handle.

I liked how the story is told
from a study point of view. Annie
has a minor in anthropology and
she narrates the story as if explain-
ing the habits and rituals of a
strange civilization while trying to
find her place within this society
at the same time. The principle
characters have no names but are
known by labels. This makes for a
unique telling of an otherwise com-
mon plot. Also, it allowed itself to
get serious when need be and take
a hard look at a devastating part
of our culture. It balances this with
some comedic elements and a
slight romantic interest of Annie’s,
labeled appropriately as Harvard
Hottie. Johansson continues to
make her mark as a comfortable,
believable actress. Linney per-
forms well and you hate her char-
acter as much as you feel sorry for
her.

The Nanny Diaries is Rated
PG-13 for language. The exple-
tives are mild but laced through-
out. The F word is used once, but
in a context that is fitting and I am
not sure any other word would
have driven home the point so ef-
fectively. This is a good movie for
mother daughter outings and your
14 and up teen will find it cute and

enjoyable. Younger viewers will
get lost in the underlying drama
and find the slapstick comedy lost
in lots of dialogue. It is 105 min-
utes long but feels longer. It bogs
down near the end and you start
hoping for a quick, tightly pack-
aged finish. Still I give it a solid 3
out of 5 playdates. Very seldom do

you get a look into the dysfunction
of the elite from this perspective.
Just know before you go.

Maura Gast, executive direc-
tor of the Irving Convention and
Visitors Bureau (CVB), has been
elected chair-elect of the 2007-08
Destination Marketing Association
International (DMAI) board of di-
rectors. The selection of the new
officers was ratified during
DMAI’s 93rd Annual Convention
in Pittsburgh, PA.

In 2008, Gast will become
only the third female board chair
in the association’s 93-year his-
tory. Other DMAI officers for
2007-08 include Chair William

Hanbury, Washington, DC Con-
vention and Tourism Council; Im-
mediate Past Chair William
Talbert, Greater Miami CVB; and
Secretary/Treasurer Daniel
Fenton, San Jose CVB.  

“Maura has been an active
member of our association for
nearly fifteen years,” Michael
Gehrisch, DMAI president &
CEO, said. “She has played a criti-
cal role in developing destination
marketing curriculum and setting
industry initiatives. Maura’s exper-

tise and dedication is a tremendous
asset to our organization, and I
look forward to her continued lead-
ership.”

Gast served on the
association’s Executive Committee
for three years, and is the board’s
liaison to the Education Commit-
tee, which she previously
chaired.  She also currently serves
on the association’s Brand Lead-
ership Campaign Strategic Advi-
sory Group and the Bureau Ac-
creditation Task Force. She devel-

oped curriculum for DMAI’s Pro-
gram in Destination Management
and leads several courses at its
conferences and other industry
forums. She served on the Brand
Strategy Task Force and co-wrote
the association’s BrandScience
Guide for Destination RFPs. In
addition, Gast has been designated
a Fellow Certified Destination
Management Executive
(FCDME), the highest education
achievement in the destination
marketing industry.

GAST elected to Destination MarkGAST elected to Destination MarkGAST elected to Destination MarkGAST elected to Destination MarkGAST elected to Destination Marketing eting eting eting eting Association’Association’Association’Association’Association’s boards boards boards boards board

Provided by Laura Morales
Shyane Sanchez of Irving was

recently selected to participate in
the Nationals’ 2007 Jr. Teen Div.
1 Dallas/Ft. Worth pageant com-
petition on Sep. 8. Shyane learned
of her acceptance after submitting
an application and taking part in
an interview session.

Shyane will be competing
with young ladies between the ages
of 10 and 19 in modeling routines
including casual wear and formal
wear. Most important, Shyane will
display her personality and inter-
viewing skills while interviewing
with this year’s judging
panel. Personality is the number
one aspect that each contestant is
judged on during all phases of
competition.

If Shyane were to win the title
of Jr. Teen Div. 1 Dallas/Ft. Worth,
she would represent Dallas/Ft.
Worth at the Cities Of America
National Competition in Orlando,
FL.

There is no cost to Shyane for
participating. Community busi-
nesses, organizations, and private
individuals will assist Shyane by
becoming an official sponsor to
her. Through sponsorship, each
contestant receives training, re-
hearsals, and financial support,
which will allow Shyane to become
confident and well-prepared.

TTTTTeen adeen adeen adeen adeen advancesvancesvancesvancesvances
in pageantin pageantin pageantin pageantin pageant

Maura Gast
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DRIVER / FORKLIFT
Local driver needed to deliver construction

materials to the DFW area.
Class A is not required.

We are also looking for yard help. Forklift
experience needed.

We work M-F 7:00 - 4:30.
NO WEEKENDS!

Call 972-251-7150

Margaret’s Corner

Margaret Lopez is an indepen-
dent writer for the Irving Rambler.  An
Irving resident for more than 12 years,
she and her husband have been mar-
ried for more than 40 years and have
four daughters and four grandsons

Hi Irving!

Recently a good
friend of mine
told me that she
suffers from
Restless Leg

Syndrome, or RLS. This condition
results in a creeping, burning sen-
sation on the legs at night. Some
individuals describe it as feeling
like millions of tiny little insects
are creeping under your skin.

Sounds terribly uncomfortable.
From what I’ve read it appears

that sitting or lying down can trig-
ger the feeling, making it ex-
tremely difficult to get a restful
night sleep. I don’t know if the
condition is hereditary, however, it
does appear that about half of all
the people who suffer from RLS
have a family member with the
same condition. Having RLS in the
lower legs is most common but
some people get it in the hands,

arms and feet. Doctors can treat the
symptoms of RLS with various
drugs that affect the brain and
bodily movement, but as of now it
is expected to be a lifelong condi-
tion. If you suspect that you may
have RLS, don’t hesitate to con-
tact your doctor.

On another note, have you
ever been watching a television
program that shows a disclaimer
noting that the views and opinions
in the program do not necessarily
reflect the views and opinions of
the television station, it’s employ-
ees, etc.? That is the same relation-
ship that I have with The Irving
Rambler. I am an independent
writer and the views and opinions
in “Margaret’s Corner” do not nec-
essarily reflect the views and opin-
ions of the Irving Rambler staff,
contributors, advertisers, etc. I
write about topics that I think are
interesting and that may benefit the
community.

I appreciate the many letters
of support and encouragement that
I’ve received over the years, and I
am open to receiving topic/subject
matter suggestions for future ar-
ticles. Feel free to log on to our
website at www.irvingrambler.com
and email your suggestions via the
“contact us” feature. You can also
view prior editions of the Irving
Rambler, subscribe, etc. Remem-
ber to say you saw it here in
“Margaret’s Corner.”

I hope your children have a
successful and happy school year.
Praying to make a difference.

Attend Church Sunday.
God Bless You.

UCP of Metro Dallas
DIRECT CARE ATTENDANT
NEEDED in IRVING AREA.
Direct personal assistance w/daily activities in client’s

home (grooming, hygiene, & community).
Requires 1 yr exp working w/the disabled & reliable transportation.

Hours: M-W-F; 10:30 am-1:30pm
Contact:  Teresa Wilson

214-247-4544

Provided by Judy Smith 
The League of Women Voters

of Irving met to discuss diversity,
inclusion and motivation of immi-

League hosts meeting on the causesLeague hosts meeting on the causesLeague hosts meeting on the causesLeague hosts meeting on the causesLeague hosts meeting on the causes,,,,, scope of immigration scope of immigration scope of immigration scope of immigration scope of immigration
grates to the U.S. on Aug. 20. This
is second of a series of meetings
devoted to this complicated study.

During the meeting, economic

hardships, religious persecution
and political oppression were dis-
cussed as traditional motives for
migrations to the U.S. In 2004, one

out of seven of the population was
born elsewhere; in 1994 only one
out of ten came from other coun-
tries. The manner of assimilation
of previous waves of immigrants
came from personal experience.
League members related some ex-
periences of total immersion as
second and third generation mi-
grants Some believe the success of
European, Hispanic and Oriental
populations of the past was due to
total immersion in the language
and lifestyle of their hosts. And
over a period of time, the hosts
accepted the changes to their
neighborhoods, churches, busi-
nesses and governments.

The next meeting (Sep. 24,
6:30 p.m. at Spring Creek BBQ)
will concentrate on the economic
issues of authorized and unautho-
rized immigration as well as the
effects of global interdependence
on migration. Carol Little and
Genie Mitchell are leading the lo-
cal study with guidance from the
local Board of Directors.

The national League of
Women Voters is providing infor-
mation for local Leagues through-
out the U.S. For information and
study papers, go to the
www.lwv.org and link to the Im-
migration Study.

Students Kindergarten – 7th graders receive their new school supplies surrounded by YWCA staff
and teachers. Members of the Irving YWCA Advisory Council and the Business Services Division of
Office Depot donated backpacks and school supplies to children who attend the YWCA Child Care
and Development program.

YWCA advisory council, Office
Depot donate school supplies

Provided by Jim Rednour
Corporate America Family

Credit Union recently hosted a
school supply drive to benefit lo-
cal kids.

Known as “Project Back
Pack,” the school supply drive re-
sulted in the donation of items col-
lected for Lee Elementary School
in Irving. Among the items col-
lected were backpacks, notebooks,
folders, binders, crayons, markers,
rulers, facial tissue, glue sticks,
drawing pencils and pencil cases.

According to Lee Elementary
School’s Principal Maria Elena-
Coronado the program delivered
more than just school supplies for
her students.

“The donations from Corpo

rate America will provide many
children with a more rewarding
learning experience for the upcom-
ing school year. It’s great to have
such wonderful support from our
community,” Ms. Elena-Coronado
said.

”This was another opportunity
to make a difference by giving back
to the community that has made
Corporate America Family Credit
Union such a success,” Irving
Branch Manager Walter Stanley
said. “Having our generous mem-
bers donate so many supplies truly
is a gift. The heart-warming wel-
come and thanks that we received
from Lee Elementary School made
this experience that much more
enjoyable.”

“Project Back P“Project Back P“Project Back P“Project Back P“Project Back Pack”ack”ack”ack”ack” school supply school supply school supply school supply school supply
drive delivers for Lee Elementardrive delivers for Lee Elementardrive delivers for Lee Elementardrive delivers for Lee Elementardrive delivers for Lee Elementaryyyyy

Irving ISD has been awarded
$479,738 for the Professional De-
velopment for Schools, Teachers,
Administrators and Regions
(STAR) Grant.

Each IISD middle school will
be involved in the 21-month
project, which will provide exten-
sive training in effective leadership
for the integration of advanced and
emerging technologies into cur-
riculum and instruction to ensure
student success in the 21st century.

Training topics will include
the National Education Technol-
ogy standards, 21st Century Learn-
ing, integration of technology with

Marzano’s Classroom Strategies
That Work, Levels of Technology
integration, and Professional
Learning Communities.

Each campus will receive on-
site and virtual mentoring from the
International Society of Technol-
ogy in Education, Dr. Shirley
Hord, and Dr. Bill Sommers, as
they develop and implement a
technology-rich mathematics or
science intervention for students as
well as establish new or refine ex-
isting professional learning com-
munities to become highly effec-
tive collaborative support systems.

District aDistrict aDistrict aDistrict aDistrict awarded $479,738 in grantswarded $479,738 in grantswarded $479,738 in grantswarded $479,738 in grantswarded $479,738 in grants
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Provided by Sarah White
Micrin, Inc., recently donated

$12,000 to the Irving Healthcare
Foundation (IHF) to fully fund the
purchase of an incubator for the
special care nursery at Baylor
Medical Center at Irving. This in-
cubator – also known as an isolette
– keeps premature or vulnerable
newborns warm with moistened air
in a clean environment, and helps
to protect them from noise, drafts,
infection, and excess handling.

“Micrin is thrilled to be able
to fulfill this need at Baylor Irv-
ing,” Cindy Hester, Micrin’s coor-
dinator for philanthropy, said. “We
are committed to contributing to
the communities in which we op-
erate for the betterment of all. We
are excited to fund equipment that
helps the most vulnerable babies.”

Every year, Baylor Irving wel-
comes more than 2,200 babies into
the world. Radiant warmers, incu-
bators, fetal monitors and other
specialized devices help ensure
that these newborns start life in the
best way possible.

“Baylor Irving’s nursery is a
very busy and special place, tak-
ing care of Irving’s smallest and
most vulnerable patients as they
first come into the world,” John

Drake, president of IHF, said.
“These isolettes are crucial pieces
of equipment that provide warmth
and protection to premature in-
fants, giving their bodies the
chance to develop to maximum
potential.”

IHF hopes to raise an addi-
tional $300,000 this year to pur-
chase additional nursery equip-
ment, including radiant warmers
and fetal monitors.

Irving Healthcare Foundation
(IHF) is a public charity that helps
fund vital healthcare programs in
Irving. Gifts to IHF benefit Irving
nonprofit health-related agencies;
Baylor Medical Center at Irving,
the city’s only nonprofit hospital,
is IHF’s primary beneficiary.  It
provides comprehensive diagnos-
tic and treatment services for the
350,000 people who live and work
in communities throughout west-
ern Dallas County, including Irv-
ing, Coppell, and Grand Prairie.

All contributions made to the
Irving Healthcare Foundation are
used locally to improve the health
of the people of Irving and sur-
rounding communities. More in-
formation about the foundation is
available at www.irvinghealthcare
.org.

Micrin donates nurserMicrin donates nurserMicrin donates nurserMicrin donates nurserMicrin donates nursery equipment to help tiniest patientsy equipment to help tiniest patientsy equipment to help tiniest patientsy equipment to help tiniest patientsy equipment to help tiniest patients

Chilled Cucumber Soup
2 cups peeled, sliced cucumbers 4 tablespoons flour
¼ cup finely chopped onion 1 ½ cups light
chicken stock
¼ cup water 1 cup light cream
1 teaspoon salt 1 tablespoon
finely chopped fresh mint
1/8 teaspoon white pepper finely shredded peeled cu-
cumber for garnish

Combine cucumbers, onions, water, salt and pepper and cook until very
tender. Combine flour and ¼ cup chicken stock. Gradually add to re-
maining stock and vegetables. Cook over low heat, stirring constantly
until mixture comes to a boil. Force through a sieve. Add cream and
mint. Chill thoroughly. Add cucumber and serve very cold surrounded
by crushed ice. Yields approximately three portions.

Note: Still on the trail of William Patton…Was he or was he not killed
at the Alamo?

Persons wishing to send in their favorite family recipes or have a spe-
cial request
for a lost recipe can contact the Irving Rambler:
irving.@irvingrambler.com.

Helen is the author of the Irving Centennial Cookbook and family his-
tories and James Mackay a man to cherish 1761-1822, a historical nar-
rative. Email: hwidener@msn.com Website: www.jamesmackay.us.

By Helen Widener
Unlike most holidays in

America that are celebrations to
recognize a person or special oc-
casion; Labor Day celebrates the
labor of American achievements.

The first proposal for a Labor
Day was made in 1882 by Matthew
Mcguire who was at the time the
secretary of Local 344 of the In-
ternational Association of Machin-
ists in Paterson, NJ. The Central
Labor Union appointed a commit-
tee to plan a demonstration and
picnic for the celebration. It took
a few more years before Labor Day
became a nationally celebrated

 holiday.
The first Monday of Septem-

ber was selected to be the Labor
Day Holiday and has been cel-
ebrated for the past 125 years as
the “workingman’s holiday.”

Today, there are many changes
in the holiday; parades and large
picnics are more difficult to ar-
range. The concept, however, is
still there; to pay tribute to the
nation’s strength, freedom and the
leadership of the American worker.

Here’s wishing you all a few
nice hours to celebrate our Nation’s
Achievements and a cooling recipe
for the summer’s heat.

The historThe historThe historThe historThe history of Labor Day of Labor Day of Labor Day of Labor Day of Labor Dayyyyy

Read the
Irving Rambler

online at IrvingRambler.com

Baylor Irving, IHF, and Micrin representatives with the new isolette.  Pictured from left to right:
Molly Smith (Baylor Irving Nursery Manager), Lisa Mazon (friend of IHF and Micrin),  Cindy
Hester (Micrin), Lee Henderson (Micrin), DeAnna Bullock (Micrin), and John Drake (IHF
President).
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 By CPT Reginald Robinson
LTC Jon Rivera, USAF, served

as the keynote speaker at the Au-
gust luncheon meeting of the
Pinson Memorial Chapter of the
Military Order of the World Wars
(MOWW). Colonel Rivera is an
intelligence officer noted for his
knowledge of terrorist activities
around the world.

In his address, Colonel Rivera
highlighted the conflicts caused by
global terrorists and the methods
used which combine old and new
technologies – blended warfare. He
also noted that a significant num-
ber of persons who come into the
United States illegally via Mexico

USAF intelligence officerUSAF intelligence officerUSAF intelligence officerUSAF intelligence officerUSAF intelligence officer
speaks at MOspeaks at MOspeaks at MOspeaks at MOspeaks at MOWW luncheonWW luncheonWW luncheonWW luncheonWW luncheon

are from countries such as Iran,
Iraq, Saudi Arabia, etc.– a major
concern.

The Military Order of the
World Wars is an organization of
retired, active and former military
and public health officers and war-
rant officers. Founded in 1919 by
General of the Army “Black Jack”
Pershing to promote the welfare of
our nation, it unites to provide
strong programs to promote na-
tional security, patriotism, good
citizenship, and service to country.

Persons interested in informa-
tion about MOWW can contact the
chapter historian through
R2nantoo@verizon.net.

MAJ Wirsig, LTC Rivera, and LCDR Calvin Durst speak to-
gether following the MOWW lunch.

Provided by Mark Ball
After receiving numerous calls

concerning tall grass this summer,
the Texas Department of Transpor-
tation (TxDOT) is assuring the
public that contractors are busy
mowing various highway rights-of-
way.

Extreme weather conditions,
from drought to flood, in a rela-
tively short period of time, have
thrown mowing schedules off, but
TxDOT remains committed to con-
tinue tackling its mowing opera-
tions.

”Our vegetation management
procedures are very effective,” Gary
Charlton, director of maintenance
in TxDOT’s Dallas District, said.
“However, the large amount of
rainfall this area received during
the past few months has prolonged

the time it took for the
department’s contractors to apply
herbicide treatments and begin
their second mowing cycle.”

According to Patrick Haigh,
TxDOT landscape architect, there
are traditionally three to four mow-
ing cycles and two herbicide treat-
ments within the six-month mow-
ing season, occurring between May
and October.

”The first cycle of mowing op-
erations started in May and was
completed within a week,” Haigh
said. “By the time the ground was
dry enough to allow the contractor
to begin the next cycle, the grass
had grown a great deal. This, in
effect, caused twice as much time

State gets tough on moState gets tough on moState gets tough on moState gets tough on moState gets tough on mowing operationswing operationswing operationswing operationswing operations

AdAdAdAdAdverververververtise in The Irtise in The Irtise in The Irtise in The Irtise in The Irving Ramblerving Ramblerving Ramblerving Ramblerving Rambler
Call 214-675-6493

to be spent on the same amount of
acreage to get the grass to appro-
priate levels.”

So far this year, TxDOT has
spent more than $1.4 million dol-
lars on mowing operations. In the
Dallas District, more than 51,300
acres have been contracted out to
be mowed, with approximately
24,100 acres completed.

The Dallas District has 10
area offices within the counties of
Dallas, Denton, Collin, Ellis,
Navarro, Kaufman and Rockwall.
Each area office handles mowing
contracts. To find out who is re-
sponsible for mowing in your area,
please contact Patrick Haigh at
214-320-6205.
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Good Grooming At Fair Prices!Good Grooming At Fair Prices!Good Grooming At Fair Prices!Good Grooming At Fair Prices!Good Grooming At Fair Prices!

$5 off
on first visit

Specializing in hand scissoring

Walk-ins Welcome

R & D Dog Grooming
2811 N. MacArthur Ste B, Irving

Shop: 972-255-1048
Cell: 214-909-4769

Provided by Steven Jones
Lyric Stage opens its 15th sea-

son with Rodgers & Hammerstein’s
Carousel Sep. 7-16 in the Irving
Arts Center’s Carpenter Perfor-
mance Hall.   

Hear Carousel the way Rich-
ard Rodgers intended it to be heard
- with a 40 piece orchestra. Carou-
sel was Richard Rodgers and Os-
car Hammerstein II’s favorite of all
of their musicals.  “If I Loved You,”
“June is Bustin’ Out All Over,” and
“You’ll Never Walk Alone” are just
three of the songs in this score.

“We are very excited about this
special production of Carousel,”
Lyric Stage Founding Producer
Steven Jones said. “The National
Endowment for the Arts awarded
Lyric Stage a grant enabling us to
present Rodgers & Hammerstein’s
Carousel with a 40 piece orches-
tra. For the first time in Texas,
Carousel will be presented as it was
originally heard on Broadway in
1945 – with a 40 piece orchestra
playing Don Walker’s orchestra-
tions. The Rodgers & Hammerstein
organization has painstakingly re-
stored Walker’s original Broadway
orchestrations and we are pleased
that Lyric Stage audiences will hear
them with a full complement of
musicians.”

“Richard Rodgers composed
the score of Carousel with a sym-

Christopher Pinnella is Billy Bigelow and Kimberly Whalen is
Julie Jordan in Lyric Stage’s prodution of Rodgers and
Hammerstein’s Carousel.

LLLLLyric Stage production of yric Stage production of yric Stage production of yric Stage production of yric Stage production of Carousel Carousel Carousel Carousel Carousel to feature 40 piece orchestrato feature 40 piece orchestrato feature 40 piece orchestrato feature 40 piece orchestrato feature 40 piece orchestra
phonic sound in mind,” Rodgers
& Hammerstein Organization’s
Musical Supervisor, Bruce
Pomahac, said. “In his lifetime he
didn’t always hear it played that
way because few orchestra pits
could hold the forty players the
original scoring demanded. Sub-
sequently the instrumentation was
scaled down and for more than half
a century many of the musical de-
tails that made the orchestration of
Carousel unique were lost. Now
The Rodgers & Hammerstein Or-

ganization has restored what has
been missing and Lyric Stage will
be presenting Rodgers’ most glo-
rious work just as he intended it to
be heard, with all of Don Walker’s
superb orchestrations intact.”

The Theatre Guild’s Theresa
Helburn and Lawrence Langner,
producers of Rodgers &
Hammerstein’s ground breaking
Oklahoma!, suggested that the duo
follow their 1943 hit with a musi-
cal adaptation of Ferenc Molnar’s
Liliom. Although hesitant at first,

concerned about the dark story and
an anti-hero leading character,
they agreed to tackle the project.
Rodgers & Hammerstein were not
comfortable with the Hungarian
setting of the play, and so chose to
set the musical on the New En-
gland coast, and offered an in-
spired ending of hope in contrast
to the bleak conclusion of the origi-
nal source material - and even
Molnar himself said Rodgers &
Hammerstein’s Carousel solved
what he admitted was his
own play’s flawed ending. 

Looking back on Carousel in
his autobiography, Rodgers re-
membered, “Oscar never wrote
more meaningful or more moving

lyrics, and to me, my score is more
satisfying than anything I have
ever written.”

Lyric Stage Season Subscrip-
tions range from $80 to $135 and
are available by calling the box
office at 972-252-2787 or online
at www.lyricstage.org. Single tick-
ets to Carousel are priced from $20
to $45.

AdAdAdAdAdverververververtise intise intise intise intise in
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We offer a variety of cost

effective ways to reach your
customers

Irving Independent School
District announced its policy for
providing free and reduced price
meals for children served under the
National School Lunch Program
and School Breakfast Program.
The IISD Food Service Office has
a copy of the policy, which may be
reviewed by any interested party.

Household size and income
criteria will be used to determine
eligibility for free and reduced-
price benefits. Children from
households whose income is at or
below the levels indicated are eli-
gible for free or reduced price
meals. Foster children who are the
legal responsibility of a welfare
agency or court may also be eli-
gible for benefits regardless of the
income of the household with
whom they reside. Eligibility for
the foster child is based on the
child’s income.

Application forms are being
distributed to all households with
a letter informing households of
the availability of free and reduced
price meals for their children. Ap-
plications also are available at the
principal’s office in each school.
To apply for free and reduced price
meals, households must fill out the
application and return it to the
school. Applications may be sub-
mitted anytime during the school
year. The information households
provide on the application will be
used for the purpose of determin-
ing eligibility and verification of
data. Applications may be verified
at any time during the school year.

For school officials to deter-
mine eligibility for free and re-
duced price benefits, households
receiving food stamps or Tempo-
rary Assistance to Needy Families
(TANF) only have to list their
child’s name and food stamp or

TANF case number. An adult
household member must sign the
application.

Households that do not list a
food stamp or TANF case number
must list the names of all house-
hold members, the amount and
source of income received by each
household member, and the Social
Security number of the adult
household member who signs the
application. If the adult who signs
the application does not have a
Social Security number, the house-
hold member must indicate that
the person does not have a Social
Security number. The application
must be signed by an adult house-
hold member.

Applications can be filled out
at the IISD School Meal Applica-
tion Center at 800 N. O’Connor
Road from 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Monday through Thursday and
7:30 to 3 p.m. Friday.

Under the provisions of the
free and reduced price policy, the
IISD Food Service Office will re-
view applications and determine
eligibility. Parents or guardians
dissatisfied with the ruling of the
official may wish to discuss the de-
cision with the reviewing official
on an informal basis. Parents wish-
ing to make a formal appeal for a
hearing on the decision may make
a request either orally or in writ-
ing to Debbie Cabrera, Assistant
Superintendent for Business and
Finance, 2621 W. Airport Freeway,
Irving, TX 75062 or 972-215-
5405.

In accordance with Federal
law and U.S. Department of Agri-
culture policy, this institution is
prohibited from discriminating on
the basis of race, color, national
origin, sex, age or disability.

Irving ISD releases free/
reduced lunch policy
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By Brynne Sissom

Valley Ranch Association and

Irving Parks and Recreation teamed

up once again to present the Great

Pumpkin Dash and Fall Festival on

Oct. 22.

According to James Smith,

director for Cimarron Recreation

Center, this autumn festival has

grown to become an event with an

attendance estimated at 1,500.

“The City had an objective of

getting the surrounding community

to use these facilities. Hosting this

festival was one part of the answer.

We brought in businesses, hosted

other events, and we have met the

objective. People know that

Cimarron Rec Center is here for

them,” Smith said.

“It began four years ago when

Diane McGuire of the Valley Ranch

Home Association and the Las

Colinas Credit Union were hosting

the 5K Dash. We asked to partner

with them and they agreed. After

that, we grew to twice the size. The

number of runners grew from 80 to

180, then to 360 the next year. This

year we had 495 registered runners

in the 5K. That is success. Comcast

added extra exposure through their

cable network. We added the chili

cook-off and the fall carnival to

round out the event. We are glad

the churches came in to add their

choir music, too.

“This is the first time we had

the health programs for the families.

They made child immunization

available; Baylor Hospital has a

presence; the Mayor sponsored an

event—that is a first. We keep on

finding new ways to entertain the

neighborhood and to make more

services available to the populace.

I’m grateful for the communication

between all the groups that made it

a successful event, and especially

to the volunteers. It couldn’t have

happened without them,” Smith

said.

Chris Calvery, Chairman of the

Great Pumpkin Dash, was also

pleased with the growth of the

carnival, race, and attendance.

“We have grown to include

sponsors from outside Valley

Ranch. We had 36 sponsorships,

total, 28 are in Irving; 13 of them

are in Valley Ranch. We were able

to raise $23,000 dollars, $11,500 of

that is for our beneficiary, the

American Stroke Association,

which is a division of the American

Heart Association,” Calvery said.

“I’d like to recognize our seven

presenting sponsors. Comcast

presented the second annual chili

cook-off; A
cademy Sports and

Outdoors presented the 5k Race;

Baylor Hospital presented the

health fair and the screenings; Dr.

Alicia Alvarez, DDS, sponsored the

Pumpkin Patch photo area; Mayor

Herb Gears sponsored the costume

contests for adults and kids; Ebby

Halliday Realtors presented the

famous pet costume contest, and

Heartland Fellowship Church

presented the kids games.”

“I’d like this to become an

event recognized city-wide. I was

pleased the way the large stage

worked. Having on-stage events

seemed to keep people there longer.

It would be a perfect place to have

a pumpkin pie-eating contest,

which has been suggested for next

year. The chili cook-off was a

success, except it was smaller this

year because the firemen weren’t

able to join us. We definitely want

more chili entries in 2006. We are

thinking of more food booths too.

“We had new people in the

race and attending the festival who

told me that they had never been in

this area before and saying how

beautiful it is
. That is the kind of

reaction I want to get. The Pumpkin

Dash is a good marketing tool and

it’s getting better,” Calvery said.

Great Pumpkin Dash and

Fall Festival 
create a Valley

Ranch tradition

By Jess Paniszczyn

The City of Irving hosted an

informational meeting on Oct. 25

in the Civic Center Complex to

discuss the Irving Health Center,

a Community-Oriented Primary

Care (COPC) clinic.

Scheduled to be built on a

ten acre site at 1910 N. Britain

road, the clinic will include a

womens clinic, pediatric/

adolescent clinic, adult/geriatric

clinic, dental clinic, psychology/

psychiatry services, pharmacy,

lab/radiology facilities, financial

services and two community

classrooms.

Mayor Gears served as

moderator for the evening while

a variety of speakers offered

information about the clinic on their

areas of expertise.

“In the beginning, we did a

study that showed that from 30,000

to 50,000 of our residents would

use a COPC if it w
ere available,”

Mayor Gears said. “The need really

illustrated itself very clearly to us.

Our grant board and the city

council have always been

supportive of this project from day

one. This is more than a 12 million

dollar project. The facility is really

going to be a significant asset to

the community and to our citizens.

We often talk about partnership.

This clinic is a partnership between

HUD, the federal government, the

City of Irving, the Parkland Hospital

System and the Baylor Healthcare

System.

“We are going to have a

40,000 square foot, Parkland

COPC in our city. We send

Parkland about 35 million dollars

a year in tax revenue to provide

services and indigent care to

our citizens, who right now have

to travel to Parkland’s main

campus. Other cities in the

county have had these clinics

for some time and now it is our

turn. It is going to be a

significant facility that will

provide services for up to

65,000 to 75,000 visits p
er year.

This clinic is going to go a long

way towards improving the

quality of life for a lot of people

in Irving.
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A computer generated preview of the Irving Health Center created by architectural firm, Sterling

Barnett Little, Inc.

See FUTURE, Page 8

During the Homecoming Parade, Nimitz High School’s football team rides past on the back of a tractor-

trailer. Other Homecoming events include a Friday-night football game against the Bell Raiders, the

crowing of a Homecoming Queen and a dance.

Nimitz Nimitz Nimitz Nimitz Nimitz Vik
ings par

Vikings
 par

Vikings
 par

Vikings
 par

Vikings
 particip

ate in Homecoming

ticipate
 in Homecoming

ticipate
 in Homecoming

ticipate
 in Homecoming

ticipate
 in Homecoming

“The Newspaper Irving Reads”

Irving Ramblerthe

www.irvingrambler.com November 3, 2005

THIS
WEEK

Girls explore science,
technology

High school honor roll - PHigh school honor roll - PHigh school honor roll - PHigh school honor roll - PHigh school honor roll - Page 12age 12age 12age 12age 12

Affordable housing
program

Comics Page 18
Horseless Carriage Page 11
Obituaries Page 16
Pets Page 10
Puzzles Page 17

Contents

Texas’ largest pinball/
gameroom show, the Texas Pinball
Festival, was held in the Holiday
Inn Select DFW over the Halloween
weekend, Oct. 28-30.

Participants paid a weekend fee
or a daily fee to play as many of the
more than 100 pinball machines,
arcade games and slot machines as
they wished. Gottlieb/Premier game
designers, John Osbourne and John
Buras, discussed pinball history
with participants on Saturday. The
event also included an outdoor
coin-op swap meet, a variety of
tournaments, costume contests and
vendors.

Event coordinator, Bob
Herbinson, pioneered the Texas
Pinball Festival four years ago.

“This years’ Texas Pinball
Festival was bigger and better than
ever,” Mr. Herbinson said. The
festival had about 100 machines.
Since we ended up presenting the
festival the last weekend in October,
we took a Halloween theme. We had
a kids and an adults Halloween
costume contest. There were some
really creative adult Halloween
costumes. The contest had two
categories – general costumes, and
pinball characters or pinball related
costumes. We had lots of

tournaments, games for sale and we
had a great show.

“To me, pinball is a real
physical game. A video game is an
image drawn on a screen by a
computer. If you take the same
sequence of steps in a video game,
you get the same results every time,
because it is preprogrammed. With
a pinball machine, the ball is
random. The ball moves according
to gravity and how good you are
with the flippers. Every game is
different in pinball; you can’t repeat
the same game twice. That is why
pinball appeals to me and I think
that is the appeal for other people,”
Mr. Herbinson said.

Paul McKinney of Cedar Hill
maintains a private collection of
pinball machines.

“The fascination that I have
with pinball is that it combines a
couple of things. It combines
electrical engineering, mechanical
engineering, but more importantly
it takes those concepts and
combines them with art,” Mr.
McKinney said.

“I collect various pinball
machines. I try to end up with a
couple from almost every
manufacturer throughout the

Pinball festival offers aPinball festival offers aPinball festival offers aPinball festival offers aPinball festival offers a
unique gaming eunique gaming eunique gaming eunique gaming eunique gaming experiencexperiencexperiencexperiencexperience

Over the past month area wing
fanatics have been flocking to
Buffalo Wild Wings restaurants to
help raise money for the Tarrant
Area and North Texas Food Banks.
Every person who completed the
restaurant’s Blazin’ Challenge at any
of the eight events raised $50 each
for the food banks.

Winston Wells, Buffalo Wild
Wings corporate regional manager,
personally oversaw the Blazin’
Challenge Championship.

“Buffalo Wild Wings really
focuses on getting involved in
communities and in great causes,”
Mr. Wells said. “Partnering with
La’Roi Glover and the North Texas
Food Bank was a great way for us
to give back. Every dollar that we
raise can provide up to six meals.
Our ultimate goal for this
competition is to raise $5,000 to give
on behalf of Buffalo Wild Wings to
the North Texas Food Bank. We
have opened up in Dallas pretty
aggressively and not many people
know what Buffalo Wild Wings is.
We really, truly focus on the
communities that we do business
in.

Local Buffalo Local Buffalo Local Buffalo Local Buffalo Local Buffalo Wild Wild Wild Wild Wild Wings hosts finals ofWings hosts finals ofWings hosts finals ofWings hosts finals ofWings hosts finals of
BBBBBlazinlazinlazinlazinlazin’’’’’® ® ® ® ® Wing Competition for charityWing Competition for charityWing Competition for charityWing Competition for charityWing Competition for charity

“Because this has been a
month long event, this is the final
of all finals. Tonight we will get to
present what we have been working

so hard for, a check to the North
Texas Food Bank, with the support
of La’Roi Glover and the entire

Ghouls, goblins, and creatures of every description take a brake from the excitement of MacArthur
Baptist Church’s Fall Festival, which included karaoke and two stories of free games.

YYYYYoungsters dress for  fall festivalsoungsters dress for  fall festivalsoungsters dress for  fall festivalsoungsters dress for  fall festivalsoungsters dress for  fall festivals,,,,, Hallo Hallo Hallo Hallo Hallowwwwweeneeneeneeneen

Have wings will watch football, Nick Cathcart speaks with La’Roi
Glover after sacrificing his taste buds for an all expense paid trip to
see the Cowboys play in New York.

See COMPETITORS, Page 10

See PINBALL, Page 5

Only the most serious of tournament players like Daniel Conkle and
Layton Gant (5) attempt the Donkey Kong Challenge.
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By Brynne SissomAs part of the City’s effort to

get feedback from residents and to

update the City’s Comprehensive

Plan, residents from across the city

gathered last weekend at the First

Baptist Church in south Irving for

three days to consider changes,

voice concerns, and to put forth a

vision of where they want the city

to be in 20 years time. This recent

effort, called “Building the City of

Choice,” coupled with the

suggestions and inspiration from

the three guests featured in the Fall

Speaker Series, will help city

officials 
update 

the

Comprehensive Plan.Jerry Sparks, Development

Coordinator for the City,

participated Friday evening as a

resident.
“The Comprehensive Plan is a

living document. It is written, but
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Building the City of Choice:
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Voters also had the

opportunity to vote on nine

proposed amendments to the Texas

Constitution. Statewide more than

12.5 million people voted.
In the state’s most widely

publicized amendment, Prop. 2,

which defines marriage as a union

between one man and one woman,

76% of voters approved the

amendment. Voters strongly

approved Prop.4 with 84% of the

votes. Prop. 4 allows felony

defendants’ previous violations of

release to be considered during a

bail hearing.Of the nine amendments,

voters approved all the proposed

amendments except Prop. 5 and

Prop. 9. Prop. 5 would have allowed

exemptions to interest rate ceilings,

specifically for the commercial loan

industry. Prop. 9 would have

extended the terms of Regional

Mobility Authority board members

from two years to six years.

More than 11,500 Irving voters

headed to the polls Nov. 8 to vote

on amendments to the City Charter.

All nine amendments were

approved.
Amendment number 8, which

brings the City Charter in alignment

with state law allowing owners of

homestead property two years to

pay taxes and penalties in order to

recover property sold for taxes and

gives owners of other real estate

six months to reclaim their property,

received the largest number of ‘For’

votes.
Amendment number 9, which

provides for special elections to be

held in the event of the resignation

of a council member or mayor,

received the least number of

‘Against’ votes.

According to the unofficial results, amendments to the City

Charter passed with the following number of votes:

Amendment Number 1 -   8,438 For  3,143 Against

Amendment Number 2 -   7,967 For  3,509 Against

Amendment Number 3 -   8,129 For  3,256 Against

Amendment Number 4 -   7,858 For  3,356 Against

Amendment Number 5 -   7,108 For  4,455 Against

Amendment Number 6 -   7,328 For  3,842 Against

Amendment Number 7 - 10,051 For  1,224 Against

Amendment Number 8 - 10,391 For  1,191 Against

Amendment Number 9 -   9,956 For     607 Against

Texas Constitution amendments

we can change it and go where we

want to be,” Mr. Sparks said.
Kevin Kass, Long-range

Planner for the City, organized the

weekend.
“Every three to five years or

sooner, we need to make

adjustments to the Comprehensive

Plan. The Fall Speaker Series kicked

off our current effort to reconsider

the Plan. Those speakers helped

engage us in discussion. The

retreat was the first time residents

actually spoke in a public forum,”

Mr. Kass said.“At this point, we want to

gauge how well the weekend

worked and take it out to different

groups in a shorter form. We know

that some didn’t participate

because of work, and we still want

to reach them. To reach everyone,

it takes building bridges, and that

takes time. We will take what we

learned from the retreat and

assemble our work plan from it.

What residents showed us was how

and where to prioritize projects.

They also helped us confirm some

of our estimates about what was

needed,” he said.Some residents stayed for the

entire event, others participated as

their schedule allowed. A complete

compilation of the weekend is being

assembled and will be given to city

officials for them to consider as

further decisions are made.
Attendees broke into groups

to discuss solutions to issues such

as “safety and security,” “cultural

diversity,” “building vital vibrant

neighborhoods,” and “visions of

Irving 20 years from now.”
After 

discussions,

representatives gave short

By Brynne SissomThe Irving Veterans

committee laid a wreath at

Veterans Memorial Park last

Sunday, Nov. 6 to honor those

soldiers who gave their lives in

battle. In conjunction with the Parks

and Recreation Department and the

Heritage Center, committee

members, veterans, and families

gathered to pay tribute to soldiers

currently serving and those

killed in action.Ann Danford, secretary of

the Veterans Committee, was

pleased with the support from

many organizations.

Wreath laid in remembrance of fallen soldiers

Wreath laid in remembrance of fallen soldiers

Wreath laid in remembrance of fallen soldiers

Wreath laid in remembrance of fallen soldiers

Wreath laid in remembrance of fallen soldiers

The Marine Corps League color guard presents the American flag with honor during a wreath

ceremony hosted in Veterans Memorial Park.

See FALLEN, Page 6

Residents take part in creating a new Comprehensive plan for Irving.

See RESIDENTS, Page 3
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city council is willing to put re-
sources into getting something
done for a change. We have stud-
ied this situation to death for de-
cades.

“The vote on Wednesday au-
thorized the city staff to negotiate
a program with Comerica Bank
that interjects the City as a poten-
tial partner with regards to prop-
erty purchases for this project. The
City will be investing millions of
dollars in infrastructure, roads,
streetscape improvements and
lighting for the project.

“We currently have a three and
a half million dollar program that
we are increasing to 10 million
dollars. Those funds give Mr.
McDougal the opportunity to get
started in an aggressive manner
with phase one.

“We can protect our invest-
ment by being a partner as a
backup to the financing. We have
committed up to a 10 million dol-
lar backstop for purchase of prop-
erties. If things don’t go as
planned, the City has the right to
take ownership of those properties.

“We began this process with a
land banking program. The num-
ber one hurtle to progress in rede-

veloping the area were the multi-
tude of property owners. The City
has begun consolidating property
under a common owner: the City.
So we can see significant develop-
ment around the south Irving rail
station and historic, downtown Irv-
ing,” he said.

Mr. McDougal indicated the
city council’s vote shows their con-
fidence in his plans for the rede-
velopment project.

“Everybody seems to be
onboard. They want to see some-
thing new happen in the south Irv-
ing area. I think that is extremely
positive for everyone concerned.
We got the green light to get this
thing going. It takes the guessing
out of people wondering what is
going to happen. There was a vote
to move the project along,” Mr.
McDougal said.

“The vote of confidence that
we got from the city council, which
was a nine-nothing vote, is very en-
couraging. We would hope to be
ready to put some new structures
up in early 2009. With luck, we
might do it a little quicker than
that. By the time you have enough
ground accumulated to build a
project and you go into the plan-

ning schedule as far as architects
and engineers, which takes a lot
of time, I would be pleased if we
were out of the ground with new
product by the first quarter of ’09.
That gives us 18 months to have
things bought, torn down, abate
asbestos and that sort of thing. I
would hope by the first quarter of
’09 to have some serious projects
under construction.”

Several property owners on
Main Street and in historic Irving
are upset by Mr. McDougal’s pro-
posal to demolish old structures
and replace them with buildings
sporting ‘old town’ facades.

“You can’t revitalize an area
unless you take the older proper-
ties and replace them with new. It
really can’t be piecemealed. You
have to move forward either there
or you have to move the project to
a place where you can get every-
thing you are trying to do on the
ground,” Mr. McDougal said.

“The general properties on
Main Street have served their time.
The only way to bring in new life,
new product and new people is to
tear down the old and bring in the
new. The reality is that I don’t
know of anyone who wouldn’t

want to relocate or go into a new
facility when what they have is not
functional.”

Mayor Gears hopes the new
structures will reflect the history
and spirit of days gone by.

“Anytime you go through a
transition from old to new, it is dif-
ficult. It is our intention to be at-
tentive to everyone’s concerns. We
place a high priority on the pres-
ervation of the historic nature of
our community with regards to the
parks and our Main Street area,”
Mayor Gears said.

“The structure that houses Big
State Drug can be upgraded, and
we don’t have to lose Big State. We
need that operation to be in a struc-
ture that can last for another 100
years and maintain our history. If
the building is our history, our his-
tory will disappear, because those
structures are not built to last hun-
dreds of years. Our history is not
about the buildings, it is about the
atmosphere and what is created
inside that building. It is about the
good food and good environment
Big State provides and the oppor-
tunity to remember a good time in
life,” he said.

Despite an emotional attach-
ment to downtown Irving, some
citizens agree that it is time to re-
build.

“Anybody would be foolish to
think that there weren’t going to
be changes,” Patsy Bryant, a long-
time resident, said. “You can’t re-
develop an area and there not be
changes. I am sure there will be
some tears, but you either go for-
ward or you stagnate. I am very
much for going forward.

“Irving has torn down so
much, and not replaced it with
good things. I would like to see
good things going in some blank
spaces. I own a house on Third
Street. As far as, I know it will stay
there, but who is to know,” she
said.

Realtor Fran Bonilla shares
Ms. Bryant’s perspective.

“In the revitalization and
renovation of any city, there are
areas where you completely start
over, areas where you restore and
areas where you renovate. It is a
matter of trying to get together
enough basic land to do something
to get this ball rolling, so that it
makes a difference. You have to
start somewhere.

“I love Irving’s history. But as
far as buildings being monuments
of the old age, we don’t have a lot
of them. Some of the buildings are
worth restoring, and some of them
are not. That is where deciding
what you are going to do and how
you are going to do it comes into
play.

“I think Mr. McDougal is on
the right track, and he is willing
to work with people. We have
never had that from a developer in-
terested in that area. If we are ever
going to have that area redevel-
oped, it is going to take someone
with the patience, time and the fi-
nancial backing to do it. I believe
he has all of those qualities. I think
his intent is to build something we
will all be very proud of,” she said.

The Villa Martinique apart-
ments, Mr. Mc Dougal’s initial
property purchase in Irving con-
tinues to stand as a reminder of the
difficulties older buildings can
present.

“I was hoping to have the Villa
Martinique on the ground by this
time. Unfortunately in doing all
the testing we are required to do
to determine what the asbestos is-
sues are, we ran into some areas
that need further addressing. I
think we will have those buildings
on the ground in a six-week time
frame. It is going to take a little
longer to do the abatement than we
thought it would. The key is that
we are on track and that complex
needs to be demolished as soon as
possible. It will be real nice to have
the first project bought and behind
us,” Mr. McDougal said.

“I don’t know what will be
built on the Villa Martinique land.
We really haven’t made any deci-
sions on that. We have some other
things to do in that area. We will
wait and see as other things can
be bought in that area.”

Some of the initial drawings
showed during Mr. McDougal’s
presentation depicted rows of four
story buildings with retail on the
first floor with living areas above.

“I think four story structures
make a lot of sense, because they
get you into the new urbanism, the
21st century properties people are
looking for. The four story, espe-
cially in the heritage district,
makes sense. I think you will see
more of those early on in what I
call the big box type units. All
those buildings have structured
parking garages. Meaning the
parking is inside, you can’t see it.
So we keep the cars off the street.

“In conjunction with those, we
will have town homes and condos
that will be two story, some will
possibly be three story. In the se-
nior citizen type units, you need to
stay with a single story product or
include elevators. Whatever fits to
make it all blend in is what we will
wind up doing.”

To provide for infrastructure
improvements in the redevelop-
ment area, Mr. McDougal is pro-
posing a TIF (tax increment fi-
nancing.) To maintain the redevel-
opment area, a PID (public im-
provement district) is proposed.

“The TIF provides funding for
infrastructure whether you are wid-
ening streets or beautifying
streetscapes. The reason I like the
TIF is you can utilize that and do
a lot of upgrades like putting utili-
ties underground or relocating
utilities without using taxpayer
dollars. The money comes back
into the community from the new
structures that the city wasn’t get-
ting money from anyway, which
can go to doing a lot of upgrades
that a city needs to do from time
to time. But you don’t need bond
elections or to raise taxes. It is part
of a system that doesn’t come out
of taxpayer dollars,” Mr.
McDougal said.

“The PID is nothing other
than a city owned homeowners as-
sociation. You charge certain fees
per hundred-dollar evaluation on
the new properties that pays for the
infrastructure and upkeep for many
years down the road. It is a way of
life I think you will see more and
more.”
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FOR SALE
One Cemetary Lot

Oak Grove Memorial Park, Irving
Setion A, Lot 21, Block 5

Current Memorial Park Price
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($1,290 savings)

Call Winston Bell
817.281.8031 or
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We Provide The Personal Touch
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JERRY
JAN STOUT

J e r r y
Jan Stout, of
Irving passed
away August
18, 2007.

He was
born June 20,
1942 in Cedar
Hill. Jerry en-

joyed collecting knives, walking,
watching old movies, and hunting.

Survivors include his wife
Mary Stout of Irving; son Jerry J.
Stout, Jr. of Irving; 6 sisters; 5
brothers; 9 nieces; and 10 neph-
ews.

Graveside services were Aug.
21 at DFW National Cemetery in
Dallas.

ESSIE
MARIE ADAMS

E s s i e
Marie Adams,
age 83, a life-
time resident of
Irving died Au-
gust 18, 2007 at
an Irving nurs-
ing center.

Born September 19, 1923 in
Dallas to Loyie B. Evans and Mary
M. Hampton Evans, she married
Theodore Tinsley Adams on
March 31, 1945 in Irving at the
First Baptist Church where she has
been a lifelong member. Essie was
a graduate of Irving High School,
class of 1940, where she lettered
in varsity basketball.

She was employed by General
Telephone as a switchboard opera-
tor; Sears, Roebuck & Company as
a typist; the Irving Independent
School District, where she helped
establish the John R. Good El-
ementary Library; and a secretary
for her husband’s family business,
Adams Plumbing.

Preceded in death by her par-
ents, three brothers and brother-in-
law, Lynn Conner, she is survived
by her husband, Theodore Adams;
children, Donna Mosty and hus-
band Lee, Brenda Elston and hus-
band Robin and David Adams and
wife Susan, all of Irving; grand-
children, Tony Mosty and wife
Laurin, Anna Marie Richardson
and husband Kerry, Nicholas
Mosty and wife Julie, Aaron Mosty
and wife Jennifer, Stacey Paugh,
Lindsay Askins and husband
Dustin, Trevor Elston, Jennifer
Adams, Drew Adams and wife
Deanna and Brett Adams; great
grandchildren, twins, Caleb and
Emily Mosty, Amelie Paugh, and
Kelsie Marie Richardson, who is
on the way; brothers and sisters,
Loyie Evans and wife Lorene of
Irving, Dorothy Koepf and hus-
band Gene of Gun Barrel City,

Clifford Evans and wife Helen and
Ruth Conner, all of Irving, and
Don Evans and wife Frieda of Can-
ton; as well as numerous nieces
and nephews.

A visitation was held Tuesday
at Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral
Home. Service was Aug. 22 at the
First Baptist Church of Irving.
Pastor John Durham officiated.
Interment will be at a later date at
Dallas-Fort Worth National Cem-
etery.

Memorial contributions may
be made to First Baptist Church of
Irving Preschool Fund, 403 South
Main Street, Irving, TX 75060. Ar-
rangements are under the direction
of Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral
Home.

MARY
ROBERTA REEDER

M a r y
Roberta Reeder,
of Irving,
passed away
August 21,
2007. She was
born Dec. 16,
1923 in
Opalika, AL.

Survivors include her sons
Perry Reeder and wife Janet of Irv-
ing, Steve Reeder and wife Yolanda
of Ft. Worth, and William Reeder
and wife Jeannette of Irving; sis-
ters Marfa and Gail; 4 grandchil-
dren; 2 great grandchildren; and
2 great-great grandchildren.

Graveside services were held
Aug. 22 at Oak Grove Memorial
Gardens.

MELVIN
“MAC” McKEE

Melvin
“Mac” McKee,
age 66, a resi-
dent of the
Metroplex for
more than 30
years, died Au-
gust 15, 2007 at

an Irving hospital.
Born July 15, 1941 in

Hawarden, IA to Jesse S. McKee
and Beaulah Marshall McKee, he
was preceded in death by his par-
ents; brothers, Dale and Larry;
and, sister, Sherry Lynn McKee.
Survivors include his children,
Mary Sue Green and husband
Perry, Tom McKee and special
friend, Darla Jacob, Bill McKee
and wife Gina, Jason Nussbaumer
and wife Jenny, Jeff Nussbaumer
and wife Valerie, Justin ‘Reno’
Nussbaumer and wife Angela, and
Jesse McKee and wife, Diane: 18
grandchildren; 6 great grandchil-
dren; brothers and sisters, Jerry
McKee, Millie Langel and hus-
band Roman, Dave McKee and
wife Janine, Steve McKee and wife

Mary Ann, Vicki Smith and hus-
band Lou; sister-in-law, Edith
McKee; and numerous nieces and
nephews. Mac was a friend of Bill
W. for 33 years.

A memorial service was held
August 18 at Donnelly’s Colonial
Funeral Home Chapel.  Memorial
contributions may be made by con-
tacting Mary Sue Green.

LILLIAN
MATTHEWS AUSTIN

Lillian
Matthews Aus-
tin, of Irving,
passed away
August 19,
2007. She was
born April 6,
1905 in
Temple.

Preceded in death by her hus-
band Guy B. Austin, Sr. in 1975
and her son Guy Austin, Jr. in
2000, survivors include her daugh-
ter Lill Coleman of Irving; 8
grandchildren; 12 great grandchil-
dren; and 5 great-great grandchil-
dren.

Funeral services were Aug. 22
at First United Methodist Church
in Irving, with Rev. James Hathorn
and Rev. Chris Allen officiating.
Interment followed at Laurel Land
Memorial Park, Dallas. Arrange-
ments were made by Brown’s Me-
morial Funeral Home.

MAMIE
“PAULINE” GREGORY

Mamie
“Pauline” Gre-
gory, of Irving,
passed away
August 21,
2007. She was
born April 23,

1919 in Forney, TX.
Preceded in death by her hus-

band Curtis Gregory on Aug. 23,
1998, survivors include her sons
Curtis Gregory, Jr., and Richard
Gregory and wife Rachael, all of
Irving; daughter Martha Brann
and husband Travis of Cedar Hill;
brother Don Davis of Houston; sis-
ters Lou Blackwood of Roxton, and
Linda Davis of Brownwood; 6
grandchildren; and 7 great grand-
children.

Funeral services will be held
at 10:30 a.m. Aug. 25 at Brown’s
Memorial Chapel with Pastor
Chad Burton officiating. Interment
will follow at Forest Lawn Cem-
etery, Dallas. Visitation was Fri-
day at the funeral home.

PHYLLIS
JEAN JESSUP

Phyllis
Jean Jessup, of
Irving, passed
away August
16, 2007.

S h e
was born Nov.
19, 1921, the

youngest of five girls, to Jessie
Mulford Rosenberry and Lewis
James Rosenberry on a farm in
Cooperstown, NY.  She graduated
from high school in Corning, NY
and was employed by the Ameri-
can LaFrance Foamite Corporation
of Elmira, NY as a secretary.

She married Keith Jessup and
they moved to Dallas where she
worked for Textile, Inc. After the

birth of their two daughters, she
was involved with PTA, Girl
Scouts, teaching Sunday school,
and was active in the Braniff Aux-
iliary. She was later employed at
the Child Care Center of the First
United Methodist Church as a pre-
school and kindergarten teacher.

Preceded in death by her hus-
band Keith, she leaves behind two
beloved daughters and their fami-
lies; Linda Stanberry and husband
Dean of Little Rock, AR, and
Carole Lanier and husband Larry
of Krum; grandchildren Brad
Jones of Little Rock, Amy Jones of
Fayetteville, AR, Jason Mershon of
Irving, Ashley Mershon of Austin,
and Collin Poston of Krum; and
nephew Robert Deneen.

Funeral services were held
Aug. 20 at First United Methodist
Church in Irving. Interment fol-
lowed at Oak Grove Memorial
Gardens. Arrangements were
made by Brown’s Memorial Fu-
neral Home.

Phyllis will be remembered for
her generosity and selflessness, her
positive spirit, her wonderful sense
of humor, her nurturing and en-
couragement, and most of all, her
love for her family. If it were pos-
sible to order up the perfect mother
and grandmother, she would be
just like Phyllis. She was always
there to help, encourage, and to
make it all better, no matter what
the problem. She carried on this
nurturing and inspiring spirit as
she touched the lives of hundreds
of children through her work in
Sunday school, kindergarten, and
Girl Scouts. In a time where posi-
tive role models are sorely needed,
we could do no better than to point
to that sweet and lovely spirit,
Phyllis Jessup.
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Games and PuzzlesGames and PuzzlesGames and PuzzlesGames and PuzzlesGames and Puzzles

Contact us at 214-675-6493 if your business would like
to sponsor the games section of the Irving Rambler.
Almost everyone likes to play games giving advertisers
a captive and entertained audience. We are considering
a variety games and puzzles. Sponsoring this section
would guarantee you could play your favorite game
every week.

SPONSORS WANTED
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Answers for 8-16-2007Answers for 8-16-2007 Answers for 8-16-2007
Magic maze Sudoku Super Crossword
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ADVERTISING PRICES
First 15 words $7.00
Each additional word $0.20

Bold, Caps, border $7.00

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.  When you place a
classified advertisement in the Rambler, we publish it online at no additional
charge. The Irving Rambler does not accept submission of an advertisement as
a commitment to publish.  Publication of an advertisement does not create an
obligation to continue publishing.  The Irving Rambler reserves the right to
refuse to publish any advertisement for any reason.  Ads promoting hate groups,
or including inappropriate material will not be published.  E-mail addresses
will only be published if included in the copy of your classified ad.

To purchase classified ads call
214-675-6493.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

HELP WANTED
Mike Overby, PE/CMC Principal & Owner
Express Personnel Services Dallas Metro Of-
fice 4070 N. Beltline Rd #126 Irving, TX
75038 972-258-4981 - Office 469-222-5559
- Cell An ISO 9001-2000 Certified Company
“Helping People Succeed” Link to our monthly
newsletter: www.expresspersonnel.com/news-
letters/e_exchange.htm HRTips: http://
employers.expresspersonnel.com/us/solutions/
hr-tip-archives.aspx

SALES POSITION
Local territory, established accounts, People
person, detail oriented, responsible, courteous,
articulate, computer literate, MS Office, email
and internet savvy opportunity for growth, ex-
perience preferred, call to 214-675-6493 to
discuss your opportinities

PIANO INSTRUCTION
Ronald Frost, M.A. Las Angeles Conservatory
of Music. Your home / my studio 972-286-6677

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES
FOR SALE-Hot Wheels Collection-Treasure
Hunts, Final Runs and many other series 972-
438-4522

$8 + Bonus scale$
Call Center Rep

No Exp Nec
F/T 12-8 & P/T 4-8 M/F

Call 972-929-4272

HELP WANTED
Silverleaf Vacation Store is looking to fill 5 administrative/
customer service positions for our Irving location. Our beau-
tiful office is in need of smiling faces with computer knowl-
edge and 10-key by  touch. If you are a people person and
enjoy an upbeat environment call Linda or Juli today at 817-
791-9924 or 903-316-1419. Competitive pay and benefits
available for both entry level and experienced personnel.

MOMENTS IN TIME
The History Channel

On Aug. 24, 79 A.D., after
centuries of dormancy, Mount
Vesuvius erupts in southern Italy,
burying Pompeii and killing thou-
sands. The city, rediscovered in the
18th century, provided an archaeo-
logical record of the everyday life
of an ancient civilization.

On Aug. 25, 1819, fabled
crime fighter Allan Pinkerton is
born in Glasgow, Scotland.
Pinkerton founded a detective
agency in Chicago that originally
gained fame for solving a series of
train robberies and later became
known for helping management
break strikes by the new labor
unions.

On Aug. 22, 1864, the Inter-
national Red Cross is founded by
signed agreement among 12 na-
tions. A red cross on a white back-
ground — the Swiss flag in reverse
— was chosen as the international
emblem in honor of Swiss humani-
tarian Jean-Henri Dunant.

On Aug. 23, 1926, the death
of silent-screen idol Rudolph
Valentino at the age of 31 sends
his fans into a hysterical state of
mass mourning. In his brief film

career, the Italian-born actor estab-
lished a reputation as the arche-
typal screen lover.

On Aug. 27, 1941, Prince
Fumimaro Konoye, prime minis-
ter of Japan, announces that he
would like to enter into negotia-
tions with President Roosevelt to
prevent the Japanese conflict with
China from expanding into world
war. At war’s end, he was served
with an arrest warrant by U.S. oc-
cupying forces for suspicion of war
crimes.

On Aug. 28, 1955, 14-year-old
Emmett Till, an African-American
from Chicago, is brutally murdered
in Mississippi for flirting with a
white woman. An all-white jury
deliberated for less than an hour
before issuing a verdict of “not
guilty,” explaining that they be-
lieved the state had failed to prove
the identity of the body.

On Aug. 26, 1979, Charles
Boyer, the handsome hero of
French and American films, takes
his own life with an overdose of
sleeping pills. His wife of 25 years,
Pat Paterson, had died only two
days earlier.
(c) 2005 King Features Synd., Inc.

AdAdAdAdAdverververververtise intise intise intise intise in
The IrThe IrThe IrThe IrThe Irving Ramblerving Ramblerving Ramblerving Ramblerving Rambler
We offer a variety of cost

effective ways to reach
your customers

Call 214-675-6493

Last week, new teachers at Irving ISD participated in a three-
day orientation program at MacArthur High School, capped
by the New Teacher Luncheon presented Aug. 16 by the
Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce.

New teacher orientationIrving ISD calendar 2007-2008
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FIRST CHOICE POWER CHOOSES LAS
COLINAS - First Choice Power, a retail electric
provider, and two affiliated companies have cho-
sen to relocate their corporate offices into Las
Colinas Tower I office building. The companies—
First Choice, EnergyCo and PNM Resources—will
bring approximately 165 employees into the 61,385
sq ft space. Jeff Weiser, president of First Choice,
stated “This new space provides us with direct ac-
cess to the airports and it’s helpful in attracting new
employees.” Matt Schendle and Cynthia Cowen of
Cousins Properties, who represented the building
owner, stated that new and planned development
in Las Colinas is driving increased interest in this
market.
 
FSN SOUTHWEST SIGNS DALLAS MAVER-
ICKS - Irving-based FSN Southwest, a Fox owned
regional network, signed a multi-year extension to
broadcast the NBA’s Dallas Mavericks games. FSN
Southwest will broadcast 42 of the Mavericks’ regu-
lar season games. FSN Southwest has broadcast the
Mavericks since 1983.
 
BROOKHOLLOW BANK TO OPEN IN LAS
COLINAS - Michigan-based Capitol Bancorp Ltd
announced that it will open Brookhollow Bank in
November in Las Colinas. The bank will be located
in The Point at Las Colinas at SH-114 and Wingren.
The Las Colinas bank will be led by Dallas bank
veteran Gerold Hooker. With the opening of the Las
Colinas bank, and another one in Houston, Capitol
Bancorp will be operating in 16 states. Capitol
Bancorp normally will have a 51% interest initially
in the independently operated community banks,
then at the 3-year point will normally buyout the
local investors offering a 50% return in exchange
for Capitol’s publicly traded shares. Brookhollow
will focus on relationship banking..
 
FLUOR AWARDED CONTRACTS - Fluor Cor-
poration, a Fortune 500 company with global head-

tions company. Wells REIT, owner of the building, rep-
resentative commented that rates in Las Colinas have
risen significantly in the past six weeks, and that some
of the highest-end office product has pushed above $30
per sq ft.
 
GLORY HOUSE CATERING EXPANDS - Glory
House Catering Company, expanded their facility at 109
E. Main Street in the heart of Irving’s Heritage District,
and created a new venue for wedding receptions, special
events and corporate events. The event facility, Recep-
tions on the Main, is in an extensively restored building
with the capability of providing full-service dining and
entertainment for up to 260 guests. For more informa-
tion or to make reservations, contact Glory House Cater-
ing at 972-259-2964, or on-line at
www.receptionsonthemain.com.
 
DALLAS BUSINESS JOURNAL RECOGNIZES
IRVING’S OFFICE PARKS AND PROPERTY
MANAGERS - The Dallas Business Journal recognized
Las Colinas, Regent Center and Royal Ridge Office Park

quarters in Irving, announced that it had been awarded
a contract to provide engineering, procurement and con-
struction related services for two nuclear power reac-
tors in South Texas. The facility will be built near Bay
City. Fluor was also awarded a similar contract earlier
this year in Greenville, SC. Fluor also announced that
one of its joint ventures had been awarded a $1.8 bil-
lion contract for an iron ore expansion project in West-
ern Australia.
 
VERIZON EXTENDS 253,000 SQ FT LEASE. -
Verizon Communications, a Fortune 500 company with
a significant presence in Irving, agreed to extend its lease
of the full building at 919 Hidden Ridge. The office
houses Verizon Corporate Services Group, Inc. which
provides back-office operations for the telecommunica-

as three of the 25 largest office parks in the DFW
Metroplex. They also recognized Cousins Proper-
ties as one of the 25 largest commercial property
managers based upon square feet of rentable prop-
erty.
 
THOMAS GROUP NAMES SENIOR VP - Las
Colinas based Thomas Group, a leading operations
and process improvement firm, named John
Nussrallah to the position of senior vice president
of transportation. He will be responsible for busi-
ness development and account management to the
global transportation market. Prior to joining the
Thomas Group, Nussrallah held executive positions
at Trinity Industries and CONRAIL.
 
MANUFACTURING FORUM - The Dallas
Manufacturing Forum will host a discussion at the
Bill J. Priest Institute for Economic Development
Tuesday, Sep. 11 beginning at 11:00am to address
the need for American policy change on trade and
environmental policies that compound manufactur-
ers’ problems and impair global competitiveness.
Topics will include trade deficits, manufacturing job
losses resulting from unfair trade tactics, the inad-
equacies of some current trade laws and their en-
forcement, and the challenges posed by environmen-
tal issues. For additional information and to reserve
a seat, call 704-331-1184. Reservations close Sep.
7.
 
SAVE THE DATE - Aug. 29, 10:00am. Irving
Health Center Opening Ceremony at 1800 N. Brit-
ain Road at the corner of Lane Street.
 
Irving Economic Development Partnership has ini-
tiated 46 new projects this fiscal year for either re-
location or expansion in Irving.

WEEKLY
BIZ BRIEF

A business activity report by the Irving Economic
Development Partnership.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT INVESTORS
The Irving Economic Development Partnership would like to thank the following entities for

their continued support and investment in our program:

DIAMOND INVESTORS
City of Irving
Las Colinas Marketing Alliance

PLATINUM INVESTORS
Flowserve Corporation
Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP
Irving Convention & Visitors Bureau
TIAA Realty, Inc./Cousins

Properties Services

BRONZE INVESTORS
Archon Group
AT&T
Crow Holdings/Apollo R. E.
EF Johnson, Inc.
ExxonMobil
Frymire Services
Imlach & Collins Brothers
James Hardie Building Products
Knight Security Systems, LLC
Koll Development Company
Office Resource Group
Prediction Analytics
PS Business Parks
Reliant Energy
San Jacinto Public Affairs
Staffelbach Design Associates

GOLD INVESTORS
Aviall, Inc.
Carrington Laboratories
Coldwell Banker
RIM
Trammell Crow Company

SILVER INVESTORS
Allstate Insurance
Atmos Energy
Classic Fare Catering
Comerica Bank
Friedel Photographic
Granite Properties
Medco Health Solutions
Quantum Custom Homes
The Staubach Company
Oncor Electric Delivery

To share in the benefits enjoyed by these entities, please call us at 214.217.8484 or visit ww.irvingchamber.com.

“We have yet to realize the full
potential of this partnership,” Huff
said. “Becoming a Smithsonian
affiliate is truly an honor, and we
look forward the many opportuni-
ties this partnership will afford the
Arts Center, the citizens of Irving
and surrounding communities.”

The announcement ceremony
took place at a luncheon during the
10th annual Transportation Sum-
mit, which brought together
elected officials from across the
country to discuss issues related to
transportation. Sen. Kay Bailey
Hutchison was the key-note
speaker.

A Smithsonian exhibit, At the
Controls: The Smithsonian Na-
tional Air and Space Museum
Looks at Cockpits, will be on dis-
play at the Arts Center through
Sept. 9. The exhibit is organized
through the Smithsonian Institu-
tion Traveling Exhibition Services.

Emory “Lee” and Norma Fitch Chambers celebrated their
50th wedding anniversary August 25, 2007, with a trip to
Riviera Maya, Mexico, hosted by their children. As teens, the
couple eloped to Ardmore, OK on Aug. 25, 1957, and with
God’s help, beat the odds. To continue the celebration, fall
travel is planned.

Both attended Irving High School; later graduating from
UNT at Denton. Prior to UNT, Lee was active in basketball at
Arlington State College during ’56 & ’57; participating in the
Regional playoffs both years. Both retired; Lee as Tax Manager
for Rent-A-Center in Plano, while Norma enjoyed her 26 year
teaching/counseling career at Carroll and the Ft. Worth ISD.

Their three children and spouses; Keith & Nancy Cham-
bers of Lake City, CO; Lara Chambers of Houston; Helen &
Scott Chambers of Edgewood, TX; blessed them with four
grandchildren: Britani, Mickey, Cara and Kayla Chambers.
Presently residing in Bedford, the couple looks forward to their
next “50 years.”

Areas of common interest that have influenced their prior
years have been: family, friends, dancing, fishing and the love
and worship of God; presently at Gateway, Church, Southlake.

Chambers celebrated their
50th wedding anniversary

Read the
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Smithsonian affiliate an Arts Center honor
Continued from page 1

425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

IN GOD WE TRUST

Metro (817) 498-7079
And our new location at

310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX
Metro (817) 477-3383

Visit Our Other Locations at
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Serving Irving For Over 35 Years

For Take Out Call SPECIALS
EVERY

DAY!

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER
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Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking

All You Can Eat Food Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

Beginning September 4th Joe’s Coffee Shop
will be totally NON-SMOKING.

We thank you for your continued patronage!

Attention


