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By Jess Paniszczyn
Downtown came to life 50’s

style with fancy cars, grilled hot
dogs and hamburgers, and an out-
door showing of American Graffiti
during the Big State Drugs 60th An-
niversary Celebration and Car
Show.

“You think of the 50’s and you
think of drugstores, soda fountains
and cars,” said Brian Smith who co-
owns Big State Drugs with his wife
Stacy. “There had been car shows
in the downtown area previously,
but there hadn’t been one in sev-

eral years. We thought it would be
something fun to do outside in the
street, so everyone can enjoy be-
ing outside rather than jammed in
the store.

“There are lots of friends and
customers, as well as people who
have never been to the store or been
to Irving. We are trying to continue
to be involved in the community.
Big State has been here a long time
and people feel like it has been a
part of the city.

“We donated all of the regis-
tration fees to Irving Cares. So, we

gave them a check for $1,000 to-
night. We also made another dona-
tion to the North Texas Mustang
Club for $250. It was a good thing
to do with the money.”

Brian isn’t certain he will be a
part of Big State Drugs for the next
60 years.

“I don’t think I’ll make it an-
other 60 years. But hopefully we
will be here at least another 10 or 20
years. We’ve had a good turnout,
and I anticipate we will have an-
other car show next year.”

Two of Big State Drugs’ most
loyal customers, Ann and Don Kent

joined the evening’s celebration.
“Every day Big State is open,

we go down for breakfast. Usually
the whole place is laughing be-
cause Don gets into trouble and I
get after him. We know everybody

Big State DrBig State DrBig State DrBig State DrBig State Drugs celebrates 60ugs celebrates 60ugs celebrates 60ugs celebrates 60ugs celebrates 60ththththth anniversar anniversar anniversar anniversar anniversaryyyyy

By Jess Paniszczyn
Homeownership is part of the

American Dream. However, for
some local homeowners, limited
funds, illness, and advanced age
have hindered their ability to take
care of and maintain their homes.
Unlucky homeowners have found
themselves in a vicious cycle of
being cited and/or fined for not
keeping their homes in compliance
with the City’s codes.

Recently the Irving Commu-
nity Development Corporation
(ICDC), Kelly-Moore Paints and
several City departments have
joined together to help
homeowners in special circum-
stances paint the exterior of their
homes to bring them into code com-
pliance.

 “This project is part of my
summer internship with
ExxonMobil’s Community Summer
Jobs Program,” Leah Looten said.
“I was hired by ICDC to organize a
paint giveaway. It was my job to go
out into the community and ask
people to donate paint and to vol-
unteer to help. So, we have been
talking to a lot of people.

“We spoke with Cameron
Gratton at Kelly Moore Paints and
asked for 60 gallons of paint. He
went over and beyond. He offered
us 80 gallons of paint. Then he said
could provide us with rollers and
gift cards. He has been really great.”

The City’s Code Enforcement
Department helped identify
homeowners who could benefit
from the program.

“We are working with Code
Enforcement to use the code viola-
tions process to find those people
in particular who need the paint and
volunteers to help them. These are
the people the Code Enforcement
Officers hate to write-up, but they
have to because it is part of their
job,” Leah said.

Texas launched the Blue Alert
network on Aug. 18. The program
will enable rapid, statewide distri-
bution of information related to of-
fenders who flee after killing or se-
riously injuring federal, state or lo-
cal law enforcement officers in the
line of duty.

“Each day when they put on
their uniforms, our law enforcement
officers place themselves in harm’s
way to protect and serve the people
of Texas. In turn, Texans should
have the opportunity to do their
part to help these officers in their
time of need,” Gov. Perry said “The
Blue Alert Program will be a power-
ful tool that leverages the eyes and

PPPPPaint restoresaint restoresaint restoresaint restoresaint restores
ooooowners’wners’wners’wners’wners’ pride in home pride in home pride in home pride in home pride in home

Blue Blue Blue Blue Blue AlerAlerAlerAlerAlert sounds whent sounds whent sounds whent sounds whent sounds when
officers are harmedofficers are harmedofficers are harmedofficers are harmedofficers are harmed

ears of many toward the apprehen-
sion of criminals who threaten our
protectors.”

Based on the successful Am-
ber and Silver Alert programs, the
Blue Alert network is a cooperative
effort between the Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety (DPS),
Governor’s Division of Emergency
Management (GDEM) and Texas
Department of Transportation
(TxDOT). Upon Blue Alert activa-
tion, the offender’s vehicle infor-
mation will be displayed across the
state primarily via TxDOT’s dy-
namic message signs and media
broadcasts.

“These people are in violation
of the City Code because their
homes are not weather proofed.
Their homes have exposed wood,
or their paint is chipping, something
that will eventually cause structural
damage if it is not taken care of.
Usually these situations can be re-
solved with a good coat of paint.

“Many of the people we are
helping are elderly or disabled. We
don’t deal with all code violators.
We only work with people who have
special circumstances. When you
are faced with a code violation, it is
either fix it or get fined $500. If you
can’t afford to buy paint in the first
place, this is an ideal way to have
your house painted.”

Her internship has given Leah
direction for her future.

“My internship has been like
This Old House and public relations

Celebrating 60 years of service to the community, Big State Drugs’ owners, Brian and Stacy Smith, host a
car show complete with an outdoor movie.

See ALERTS, Page 6

See PARTNERSHIP, Page 11

See CAR, Page 12
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Pursuit: 08-24-08
Officers observed a
domestic disturbance
at the Valero conve-
nience store at the in-

tersection of Belt Line Rd. and Pio-
neer. The participants left in a ve-
hicle, which immediately fled from
officers. The vehicle occupants be-
gan throwing narcotics from the
vehicle. Officers pursued the sus-
pects west on S.H. 183 until the
pursuit was terminated in North
Richland Hills. An Evading Arrest
report was completed. The
suspect’s image may have been
captured on the Valero store’s sur-
veillance system. 

Aggravated Assault: 08-24-08 at
4:00 p.m.  The complainant picked
up the witness at MacArthur High
School. As they were driving home,
the complainant noticed a Hispanic
male walking whom the complain-
ant believed to be the same person
who tried to stab one of his friends
in a prior altercation. The complain-
ant stopped his vehicle in the 3200
block of Chisholm Trail, an argu-
ment ensued and they began to
fight. The suspect pulled out a knife
and stabbed the complainant five
times. The complainant received a
severe stab wound to the chest
which may have punctured a lung.
There is no further information on
the suspect. CID was notified and
ID responded to the hospital.

Structure Fire: 08-28-08 at 3:27
a.m.  The complainant and her fam-
ily were grilling on the grass out-
side of their apartment in the
Hillcrest Apartments. It appears
they brought the hot grill upstairs
and placed it on the patio. The bal-

cony caught on fire. The building
was evacuated and there were no
injuries. Two apartments were dam-
aged. Occupants of both apart-
ments were placed in other apart-
ments for the rest of the night by
management.

Irving Fire Department responded to 338 incidents.
The Fire incidents

 83 Miscellaneous Fire
        and Rescue Calls
   4 Structure Fires
   3 Special Operations
   6   Vehicle Fires

Medical calls
21 Major Accidents
97 Major Medical
23 Heart Attacks
35 Difficulty Breathing
41 Trauma Related
25 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary Aug 21 - 27, 2008

Structure fire went two alarms due to known haz-mat on
location. Sprinkler system kept fire in check.

Comments:
08-21:

BAPS Charities will hold its annual
walkathon at 10:00 a.m. in T.W.
Richardson Park, Irving. Part of the
proceeds from this year’s
walkathon will go to The American
Diabetes Association. Over 30
BAPS Charities centers throughout
North America will hold walkathons
in their respective regions. A por-
tion of the proceeds from all of the
walkathons will go toward local
causes.

September 6 from 6-10p
Reunion - From 6-10p there will be
a First United Methodist Church
Reunion. If you attending MYF @
FUMC in the last 100 years we
would love for you to come and see
everyone get together. There will
be hot dogs & hamburger served.
Call church office if you are plan-
ning to attend. If you sang in the
Youth Choir—we will meet for a 2
hour rehearsal from 4-6p then sing
in the Evening worship at 7p.

August 30 - 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Free Babysitter Certification
Course - The Irving Public Library
will offer a free, one-day session
for babysitter certification from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. Caregivers ages 14
and up are invited to attend the
course, offered at the Georgia Far-
row Recreation Center, 530 Davis
St. Attendance throughout the en-

tire session is required for certifica-
tion. Registration is required and
open until the session is filled. To
register, visit any Irving Public Li-
brary location, or call 972-721-2546.

September 1
Offices Close for Labor Day - Irv-
ing city offices will be closed Sep. 1
for Labor Day. All offices will re-

open at their regular hours on Sep.
2. City libraries will be closed Aug.
31-Sep. 1. There will be no residen-
tial trash or brush collection on Sep.
1, nor will there be any curbside re-
cycling service. The city’s drop-off
recycling centers and landfill at 220
W. Hunter Ferrell Road also will be
closed on Labor Day. All city recre-
ation centers will be closed. The
city’s swimming pools will be open
except for West Park Pool, and Heri-
tage and North Lake aquatic cen-
ters.

September 5-6 - 11:00a – 2:00p
Sweet Deal - Sweet Tomatoes is
scheduled to open its new location
in the Hunter Plaza Shopping Cen-
ter located at 1820 Market Place
Blvd. To celebrate Sweet Tomatoes
partnered with Camp Summit to
host a two-day preview fundraiser
event Friday from 11:00 a.m.–2:00
p.m. and 5:00 p.m.–7:30 p.m., and
Saturday from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00

p.m. For $5.00 guests can enjoy
salad bar, soups, breads and
desserts. Sweet Tomatoes will do-
nate 100 percent of the proceeds to
Camp Summit, a non-profit organi-
zation that provides outdoor expe-
riences for children and adults with
disabilities.

September 5 – 14
West Side Story - Lyric Stage pre-
sents West Side Story, in the Car-
penter Performance Hall 3333 North
MacArthur Blvd, Irving, TX 75062.
Book by Arthur Laurents, lyrics by
Stephen Sondheim and music by
Leonard Bernstein. The world’s
greatest love story takes to the
streets in this landmark Broadway
musical that is one of theatre’s fin-
est accomplishments.Fully pro-
duced with a full orchestra. Tickets
$20 - $50.

September 6 at 10:00 a.m.
Walkathon - Dallas chapter of

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
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The Letters to the Editor sec-
tion is devoted to giving the people
of Irving a voice. The Irving Ram-
bler needs your input, letters, com-
ments – good as well as bad, and opin-
ions. This section can only be suc-
cessful with your support. Whenever
possible, people holding contrary
views of a subject will be allowed to
respond to critical letters. Letters
including profanity will not be con-
sidered.

If you would like to see your
ideas
in print, please email them to
Irving@IrvingRambler.com or mail
them to:

The Irving Rambler
Re: Letters to the Editor
P.O. Box 177731
Irving, Texas 75017

Editor:
On Wednesday, Aug. 20, we

just happened to see a yellow “re-
quest for zoning change” sign at
the MacArthur Park Medical &
Dental Center on the southeast cor-
ner of MacArthur and Grauwyler.
The sign said to call 972-721-2424
to request information
about Zoning Case # 008-0023.

So we called the city to inquire
about it, and this is what we
learned—The owner of the prop-
erty requested a zoning variance to
allow Metro PCS to erect an 80 foot
tall cell phone tower immediately
behind the monument sign right on
the corner.  

We were surprised they would
attempt this in our beautiful neigh-
borhood, and it certainly would af-
fect the appearance of this major
intersection. Four years ago the city
spent $6.2 million to improve this
“gateway” intersection by burying
the overhead wires, building two
new bridges and covering the large
drainage canal. Then recently the
city spent over $100,000 on the now
very attractive pocket park with
paving stones, landscaping and a
beautiful bronze statue of
three children playing “Ring
Around the Rosy”. So we thought

that we should protest and prevent
this 80 foot cell phone tower from
ruining the look of our neighbor-
hood and affecting our property
values. Also many studies have
been done that show radiation from
these towers can cause health prob-
lems including cancer, 

The case was supposed to be heard
on Aug. 18 at the Planning and Zon-
ing Commission (P&Z) meeting,
but the owner requested a post-
ponement because he was out of
town. We are fortunate that this
case wasn’t presented or we would
 not have had a chance to fight it.
The case was to be heard by P&Z
on Sep. 2, and if approved would
have been presented to the City
Council for a vote on Sep. 4. There
are some requirements for this type
of structure—it must be more than
a mile from another tower and the
tower cannot be closer than a 3:1
distance to height ratio from the
nearest residential structure. In
other words, for every foot of tower
height, it must have 3 feet of sepa-
ration. The proposed 80 ft. tower
should be 240 ft. from the nearest
house; they are asking for a vari-
ance to allow only 180 ft. of separa-
tion. We got this information from

Steven Reed, Urban Development
Manager in the city’s Planning and
Inspections Department.

We also learned that “staff”
(the Planning and Inspections De-
partment) was going to recommend
denial. That was good news, but
we also needed to let P&Z and City
Council know where we stood.

Through the wonders of email, our
neighborhood association put to-
gether a letter signed by all seven
association officers and board mem-
bers and a petition signed by forty-
two residents of our small neigh-
borhood association to oppose this
zoning case. Many residents also
sent emails to the City Secretary.
We also alerted the Irving Hospital
District (500 homes) and the Heri-
tage Hospital District. They also
contacted their residents and got
petitions, letters and emails going.
We planned to have a large repre-
sentation of residents present at the

P&Z meeting on Sep. 2 and at the
City Council meeting on Sep. 4 to
protest this zoning change. 

We were told that all of our pa-
perwork needed to be filed at City
Hall this morning (Aug. 28) in order
for it to be copied and put in the
packets for P&Z and City Council
for their meetings. But this morn-
ing when we took our letters and
petitions to Janice Carroll, the City
Secretary, she gave us the good
news that the zoning case concern-
ing the cell phone tower had been
withdrawn by the applicant. Appar-
ently the applicant knew that it
wouldn’t be approved because of
all the opposition.  

We anticipate that the appli-
cant may come back with a proposal
that meets the city’s zoning ordi-
nance (a shorter tower) and we will
have to “shake the bushes” again.

The bottom line to this story
is—Because we organized our
neighborhood association about

five years ago with a lot of help and
encouragement from the city, we
had the ability to rally the troops to
fight this zoning case.  

That’s a real grassroots effort!
Beca DeLoach
Chairman, Hospital District South
Neighborhood Association

monetary donations.
“‘Project Backpack’ seems to

be getting a greater response ev-
ery year. This is great for the local
communities to work together and
give these students the supplies
they need to allow them to work at
their highest level,” said Corporate
America’s Irving Branch Manager
Walter Stanley about the impact of
this event on the community.

Corporate America Family
Credit Union is excited about the
community’s support with helping
local children prepare for the 2008/
2009 school year. Another great
drive brings more great help and
Corporate America is looking for-
ward to another successful drive
next year.

Provided by Jim Rednour
Corporate America Family

Credit Union dedicated its summer
to helping local kids get the sup-
plies they need for the upcoming
school year. The credit union is fo-
cused on making a meaningful dif-
ference. That’s why the member-
owned financial services or-
ganization’s Dallas/Irving branch
located in Irving recently held their
third annual school supply drive,
“Project Backpack”, to benefit lo-
cal students in need.

This year’s drive proved to be
successful in giving back to T.J. Lee
Elementary School in Irving. Do-
nated items included: pencils, bind-
ers, markers, backpacks, folders,
glue sticks, crayons, notebooks and

“Project Backpack” supports
students at T.J. Lee Elementary
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Matt is a member of the North Texas
Film Critics Association (NTFCA)
and hosts the weekly syndicated
Indie Rock Radio Show Spin 180.
Plus with his wife Cindy they do a
weekly radio feature, The Mungles
on Movies. For additional reviews
and interview clips visit
www.mungleshow.com.

Opinions expressed in any
commentary are those of the writer,
and not necessarily those of The Irv-
ing Rambler, the publisher, editor,
or any staff member.

Mungles
on Movies

Hours of operation:
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 11-6

Saturday 11-5
Sunday 12-5

Put a PPut a PPut a PPut a PPut a Paaaaaw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearttttt
and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!

The precious pets
at the DFW Hu-
mane Society
would like to
bring a lifetime of

Come adopt a new
family member today!

1611 W. Irving Blvd.
Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-3333

If you can’t adopt, please donate!

love and happiness into your home!!

#BABYLON AD    PG13
1:55    5:05    7:40    9:55

COLLEGE    R
1:25    4:05    7:10    9:50

DISASTER MOVIE    PG13
1:50    5:00    7:45    10:05

TRAITOR    PG13
1:20    4:15    7:05    9:35

#DEATH RACE    R
1:40    4:30    7:15    10:00

LONGSHOTS    PG13
1:45    4:30    7:20    9:30

*THE HOUSE BUNNY    PG13
1:15    3:55    7:10    9:55

STAR WARS: THE CLONE
WARS    PG

1:45    4:40    7:05    9:30
#THE ROCKER    PG13

4:20    7:05    9:45
TROPIC THUNDER    PG13

1:30    1:55    4:25    4:55    7:00
7:30    9:35    10:05

PINEAPPLE EXPRESS    R
1:00    4:10    6:50    10:00

THE DARK KNIGHT    PG13
1:00    4:35    8:00

WALL-E    G
1:05

Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater
Why wait in lines? PUCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

# NO PASSES* FULLY RESTRICTED

the blonde bombshell, it does show
how superficial that image really is.
We are all geeks on some level and
once we learn to accept that for who
we are, we learn to love ourselves
and each other a lot more.

The House Bunny is rated PG-
13 for sex-related humor, partial nu-
dity and brief strong language. It is
tame compared to most teenage
college films. Granted there are sev-
eral scenes and references to the
playboy mansion and that life style.
The nudity is a brief female back-
side and in no way sexual in nature.
I was impressed that the guy/girl
encounters are completely innocent
which was very refreshing for this
genre. As a fan of Faris and taking
into account the message this film
offers I have to give The House
Bunny a very positive 3.75 out of 5
cotton tails. Granted the humor is
not for everyone and might seem
sophomoric, but you can’t deny the
message is a much needed one in
today’s society. So hop on out and
see it!

FFFFFaris is one funnaris is one funnaris is one funnaris is one funnaris is one funny bunny bunny bunny bunny bunnyyyyy
By Matt Mungle
Title: The House Bunny
Rated: PG-13

At first glance The House
Bunny may seem like another mind-
less, teen, college romp for hormone
raged adolescents to drool over.
And it is. But to be honest, it offers
much more below the surface.

Written by the same two
women who brought us Legally
Blonde, The House Bunny is a com-
edy that shows that it is certainly
what’s inside that matters and ev-
eryone has something good to of-
fer. Add the zany comedic talent of
Anna Faris to the mix and what you
have is a laugh out loud movie that
pokes fun without judging or de-
meaning. Call it a female revenge of
the nerds if you like. I mean who
doesn’t like it when the geeks win.

Shelley Darlingson (Anna
Faris) is an orphan who has known
no other life than that of a playboy
bunny. She has lived at the man-
sion most of her life and when she
is booted out on her 27th birthday
she finds herself homeless with no
job skills to speak of. She takes a
job as house mother at the ZETA
sorority; a small pledge group of
brainy, unpopular girls. It is there
they all learn a little something
about themselves and each other.
When the ZETA House is threat-
ened to be closed down due to lack
of new pledges, it is up to Shelley

to help them find a way to keep their
sorority alive and stay a step ahead
of their snobbish sorority rivals.

Faris is hilarious and no one
plays the dumb, naïve blonde bet-
ter. She is willing to add screwball
elements to her roles that most ac-
tresses could never pull off. She is
part Will Ferrell, part Chevy Chase
all with the charm of Reese
Witherspoon. She takes the com-
edy moments to extreme and what
should be considered stupid humor
she makes work somehow. Emma
Stone, Kat Dennings, and Ameri-
can Idol alum Katharine McPhee
round out the nerdy ensemble and
create some pretty funny charac-
ters. Colin Hanks plays one of the
few male roles as Shelley’s love in-
terest, Oliver. Hanks is following
right in line with his father and is
perfect as the average guy next door
romantic.

The relationship between
Oliver and Shelley is an interesting
one in that it parallels nicely to the
main lesson of the film. While
Shelley is trying to teach the other
girls to come out of their shells in
order to become popular she is find-
ing that not all guys, Oliver espe-
cially, are attracted to the flirty,
ditzy, bunny types. So they all have
to learn that it is what lies inside
that matters and letting others see
you for who you really are is what
counts. It is that balance that makes
for true personal attractiveness.
Though the film does not demean

The Irving ISD Teachers of the
Year for 2008-2009 were recently
announced at the Board of Trust-
ees. Honorees will be formally rec-
ognized at a reception and board
meeting Sep. 15 at Nimitz High
School. Melissa Kinkeade, reading
recovery and literacy teacher at
Townsell Elementary School, is the
IISD Elementary Teacher of the Year.
Sharon Gross, choral director at Irv-
ing High School, is the IISD Sec-
ondary Teacher of the Year.

Trustees also recognized Cam-
pus Teachers of the Year. High
school honorees are: Jeff Tillerson,
precalculus, MacArthur; Granville
Melton, social studies, Nimitz;
Cassandra Bankston, geometry/
math, Academy; and Regina James,

math, Union Bower. Middle school
honorees are: Scott Evans, English,
Austin; Lacey Herring, science,
Bowie; Deanna Darr, English,
Crockett; Terrie Huff, reading,
deZavala; Regina Locke, English,
Houston; Terri Anderegg, reading,
Lamar; Janice Kubicek, special edu-
cation, Travis; and Michael
Marchant, reassignment teacher,
Secondary Reassignment Center.
Elementary honorees are: Amanda
Peterson, kindergarten/first grade,
Wheeler; Esmeralda Polanco, bilin-
gual fifth grade, Barton; Carolyn Von
Zurmuehlen, fifth grade gifted &
talented/English as a Second Lan-
guage (ESL), Brandenburg; David
Eckles, third grade ESL, Britain;
Esthela Chavarria, bilingual kinder-

garten, Brown; Stacey Martin-
Cates, first grade, Davis; Martha
Salazar, bilingual kindergarten,
Elliott; Andrea Asbun, art, Farine;
Claudia Ruiz Gonzalez, bilingual
fifth grade, Gilbert; Deanna
Menchaca, fifth grade math, Good;
David Blankenship, third grade ESL,
John Haley; Teressa Brace-Shelton,

third grade, Thomas Haley; Melissa
Morris, kindergarten, Hanes; Jes-
sica Navarro, bilingual fourth grade,
Johnston; Richard Orndoff, life
skills, Keyes; Glenda Shelton, third
grade ESL, Lee; Melinda Rios, bi-
lingual kindergarten, Lively;
Rebecca Mastin, kindergarten ESL,

Irving ISD Teachers of  the Year announced
Schulze; Linda Hoffman, music, Sti-
pes; Myra Scrabeck, bilingual third/
fourth grade, Townley. Early child-
hood school honorees are: Federico
Williams, bilingual prekindergarten,
Clifton; Silvia Esparza, prekinder-
garten, Kinkeade; Maria Chavira,
bilingual head start, Pierce.

During the summer months,
many Irving students engaged in
activities to support the lessons
they learned during the school year.

June 9-12, 22 students from the
Irving Children’s Chorus (ICC) trav-
eled to Branson, MO. Linda
Hoffmann, music teacher at Stipes
Elementary School and ICC Direc-
tor, and Cathy Gribnitz, Nimitz Clus-
ter choir accompanist and ICC ac-

companist, led the children’s choir
in preshow performances at the
Haygood Family Theater and at the
Music City Centre theater.

Students from Stipes Elemen-
tary School also built upon lessons
they learned about community ser-
vice in an autism walk June 14.

On Aug. 10, IISD students
joined fellow student artists in the
Transportation Art Contest held at

the Irving Arts Center. The exhibi-
tion celebrated the Eleventh Annual
Transportation Summit. Elida
Cadena, student at Lee Elementary
School, won first place for the age
6-9 category and Tom Knipp, jun-
ior at MacArthur High School, won
second place in the age 14-17 cat-
egory. Student work will be on dis-
play through Sep. 7 in the Dupree
Theater Lobby at Irving Arts Cen-
ter.

Students spend summer adStudents spend summer adStudents spend summer adStudents spend summer adStudents spend summer advancing skillsvancing skillsvancing skillsvancing skillsvancing skills
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DICK’S SPORTING GOODS COMING TO
IRVING. Dick’s Sporting Goods is moving into a new
building in Irving at 2000 Market Place Blvd., just
north of IH-635. The company will be investing
nearly $2.0 million into the 55,000 sq ft building. The
store will feature sporting goods, apparel, and foot-
wear.  

ICVB APPOINTMENTS. Dr. Carlton Turner, CEO
of Delsite Biotechnologies, has been elected to the
position of Vice Chairman of the Irving Convention
and Visitors Bureau and Roland Medina, a retiree,
has been appointed to the Board of the Bureau by
the Irving City Council

EF JOHNSON NAMES POSITIONS/WINS
CONTRACTS. Irving-based EF Johnson Technolo-
gies Inc. named several to executive positions includ-
ing Massoud Safavi to Chief Operating Officer, Elaine
Rodriguez to Senior Vice President and General Coun-
sel and Ed Pierson to Vice President of Performance
Excellence and Chief Information Officer. EF Johnson
also won two contracts including $2.0 million to the
Department of Homeland Security and $1.5 million
to a Department of Defense contractor for the war
on terror

ADEA INC. NAMES VP OF SALES. Adea Inc.
named Manish Mehrotra to the position of Vice Presi-

11 or 18 at 7:00 p.m. in City Hall. Additionally, the
Chamber presented the results of a return on investment
performed by Angelou Economics from Austin. For each
$1 the City invested in the Irving Economic Develop-
ment Partnership, there was generated: $4,286 in new
economic activity, $1,658 in new wages, $355 in new
retail spending, $11 in new City property tax, $30 in
new ISD property tax and $4 in new local sales tax. For
every $49, a new employment opportunity became avail-
able for Irving residents. 

IRVING BUSINESS RECEIVES SBA LOAN. Irving-
based Casablanca Coast LLC has received a $100,000
SBA loan. 

ESSENTIAL LEADERSHIP SKILLS. The Chamber’s
Workforce Enrichment Council will be presenting a four-
part Functional Human Resources Series, Essential Lead-
ership Skills. The course will meet once per week begin-
ning Sep. 9 and continuing over breakfast each Tuesday
through Sep.30.  Each session will run from 8:30 a.m. –
10:00 a.m. Total for all sessions is $75 for Chamber mem-
bers, $99 for the public. Contact Kari Heinzen, 214-217-
8484, at the Chamber to reserve your seat. The sessions
are designed around the David Cottrell’s best selling book,
“Monday Morning Leadership”. 

dent Sales for the company. Adea offers information tech-
nology and consulting services throughout the world

CITY COUNCIL HOLDS BUDGET RETREAT. The
City Council held its Budget Retreat at City Hall on Aug.
22 - 23. The key focus was on the progress made in
accomplishing the ten Strategic Goals and plans to con-
tinue focusing on these goals during the upcoming fiscal
year. The Council voted to continue the tax rate at .5406
per $100 of valuation for the upcoming fiscal year. The
City Council will receive input from the public on Sep. 4,

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CELEBRATES 100
YEARS. A special celebration is being planned by
the First United Methodist Church on Sep. 7, to
celebrate 100 years of Christian worship in Irving.
Worship service will be at 10:30 a.m. followed by
lunch at Nimitz High School, 100 Oakdale. RSVP by
calling the church at 972-253-3531, or e-mailing
connie@fumcirving.org.

HEALTH EVENT. Baylor Medical Center at Irving
will host a “Live Healthy” event Sep. 13. The event
will include various screenings including cholesterol,
blood pressure, bone density, glucose, etc. The pro-
gram is free but registration is required by calling 1-
800-4Baylor.

The Irving Economic Development Partnership initi-
ated 38 new projects this fiscal year for either reloca-
tion or expansion in Irving, and continues to manage
22 similar projects carried over from the previous
year.

WEEKLY BIZ BRIEF
A business activity report by the Irving Economic

Development Partnership.

To see a list of all of our investors or to share in the benefits enjoyed by these
entities, please call us at 214.217.8484 or visit ww.irvingchamber.com.

The Irving Economic Development Partnership would like to thank
the following entities for their continued support and investment in our program:

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT INVESTORS

Carrington Laboratories
Citi

Comerica Bank
DeVry University

EF Johnson Technologies, Inc.
Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP

IBM
Las Colinas Country Club

North Lake College
Oncor Electric Delivery

Reliant Energy
WaveTwo LLC

Chairman’s InvestorChairman’s InvestorChairman’s InvestorChairman’s InvestorChairman’s Investor
Aviall, Inc.
ExxonMobil

Flowserve Corporation
Microsoft

NEC Corporation of America
RIM

President’s InvestorPresident’s InvestorPresident’s InvestorPresident’s InvestorPresident’s Investor
AboveNet

Allstate Insurance
Atmos Energy

Avistas

Strategic InvestorStrategic InvestorStrategic InvestorStrategic InvestorStrategic Investor
City of Irving

Irving Convention & Visitors Bureau
Las Colinas Marketing Alliance

TIAA Realty, Inc. / Cousins
US-Mexico Chamber of Commerce

Provided by Joshua Brost
While many workers are hav-

ing a tough time finding suitable
employment in today’s uncertain
economy, companies also face chal-
lenges finding highly skilled
people. According to the fourth
annual Employment Dynamics and
Growth Expectations (EDGE) Re-
port by Robert Half International
and CareerBuilder.com, employees
rated the level of challenge in find-
ing a job at 3.56 on a one-to-five
sliding scale; similarly, employers
rated the level of challenge in find-
ing qualified candidates at 3.47.

“A dual hiring environment
seems to be taking shape,” said
Max Messmer, chairman and CEO
of Robert Half International. “Job
seekers in some fields are compet-
ing aggressively for open posi-
tions, giving employers the edge in
those segments of the hiring mar-
ket. At the same time, however, com-
panies continue to face a shortage
of highly skilled professionals in
fields such as technology and ac-
counting.  These in-demand work-
ers may not be willing to leave se-
cure positions unless firms extend
very attractive job offers.”

The Employment Dynamics
and Growth Expectations (EDGE)
Report is an annual survey on em-
ployment and compensation trends
by Robert Half International and
CareerBuilder.com. The survey in-
cludes responses from more than
500 hiring managers and 500 work-
ers, and was conducted from May
7 to June 1, 2008 by International
Communications Research in Me-
dia, Pa. It was designed to compare
the perspectives of hiring manag-
ers and workers on the state of the
current employment market.

The Challenge of Recruiting
Qualified Staff

The shortage of qualified work-
ers has grown more acute, with 59
percent of hiring managers citing it
as their primary recruiting chal-
lenge, up from 52 percent in 2007.
Six out of 10 employers estimate
that at least a quarter of the appli-
cants who contact them are not
qualified. Thirty-one percent report
more than half of applicants are not
qualified. 

Complicating the task of find-
ing qualified talent are spiraling en-
ergy costs, hiring managers said.
Twenty-nine percent said the rise
in fuel prices and commuting ex-
penses has negatively impacted
their ability to attract skilled candi-
dates who may want to limit their
travel distance to and from the of-
fice.

As employers manage through
these challenges, recruiting has
become time consuming, taking
anywhere from four to 14 weeks to
fill open positions. More than half
of hiring managers (56 percent) said
Generation Y employees (those
born between 1979 and 1999) are
the most difficult to recruit, perhaps
because of high expectations
around pay, career advancement,
flexible schedules and overall work
environment.
The Compensation Question

When they find qualified pro-
fessionals, firms appear anxious to
win them over. Nearly two-thirds
(65 percent) of hiring managers said
they are willing to negotiate com-
pensation for top candidates; 19
percent are very willing.

Despite not feeling overly con-
fident in job prospects, profession-
als are increasingly inclined to ne-
gotiate better compensation levels
as fuel, food, healthcare and other
expenses grow. Sixty-three percent
said they are more likely to try to

negotiate a better compensation
package with a new employer com-
pared to 12 months ago. This con-
trasts with 58 percent in 2007.

“Businesses are operating on
leaner resources and are compet-
ing to secure the intellectual capi-
tal that will drive productivity and
new revenue streams. Companies
are also replacing lower-performing
employees to strengthen their tal-
ent bench to prepare for a time
when the economy shifts into
higher gear,” said Matt Ferguson,
CEO of CareerBuilder.com. “Re-
cruiting highly skilled profession-
als may require a greater financial
commitment or special perks that
provide a more attractive work en-
vironment, however. Nearly three-
quarters of employees surveyed
said the availability of flexible
schedules may cause them to
choose one job over another.”
Holding on to Top Performers

While employee retention may
be less of a concern in a tougher
economy, many employers have
nonetheless taken measures in the
last 12 months to prevent good
workers from leaving their organi-
zations, including:

Allowing flexible work sched-
ules – 63 percent

Providing funding for addi-
tional training/certification – 62 per-
cent

Increasing salaries – 56 percent
Instituting telecommuting op-

tions – 29 percent
Companies also expressed an

interest in retaining employees near-
ing retirement age to manage
through the exodus of the baby
boomers from the workforce. Forty-
seven percent are likely to offer re-
duced work schedules as an alter-
native to retirement. Thirty-nine
percent are likely to offer “bridge”
jobs, while 37 percent are likely to
offer consulting arrangements.
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425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

IN GOD WE TRUST

Metro (817) 498-7079
And our new location at

310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX
Metro (817) 477-3383

Visit Our Other Locations at
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Serving Irving For Over 35 Years

For Take Out Call SPECIALS
EVERY
DAY!

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

“““““Where   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”””””“““““Where   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”””””

Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking

All You Can Eat Food Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

“Any tool that might help us
catch a fugitive, find a missing eld-
erly person or a child who has been
taken is a tool that can be affective
given the right circumstances,”
said David Tull, Public Information
Officer for the Irving Police Depart-
ment. “All three of these alerts can
definitely help us on a statewide
basis.

“Locally information of this
sort travels quickly. We have the
luxury of living in the Dallas/Ft.
Worth Metroplex, which is home to
one of the larger news outlets in
the state of Texas and in the nation.
News travels very fast within our
circles. But if a fugitive has hit the
road and is headed to other parts
of Texas or towards Oklahoma, the
highway department’s signboards
get information to the general pub-
lic. Especially with satellite radio, a
lot of drivers are not listening to
the local broadcasts. A driver could
be on the highway right next to
someone we are looking for, and the
signboards are going to get their
attention.

“The Blue Alert is a tool in the
tool box. No one thing is going to
be the magic bullet. Just like with
the Silver and the Amber Alert there
are specific times we can use this
alert. An officer could be severely
injured or killed in a situation that
does not meet the criteria to issue a
Blue Alert. Any one of these three
alerts requires a rather involved pro-
cess to be issued. It has some draw-
backs, but it also has some very
good benefits.”

Alerts will instruct individuals
with information related to the of-
fense to contact local law enforce-
ment via 911. Activation of the net-
work will be terminated upon ap-
prehension of the suspect, evidence
the assailant has left the state, or
determination that the alert is no
longer an effective tool for appre-
hending the suspect.

“One of the stipulations is that
you must have a law enforcement
officer who representatives of the
GDEM can contact to verify the in-
formation immediately,” Officer Tull
said. “If the Irving Police Depart-
ment has an officer severely injured
or killed, the officers with the infor-
mation GDEM needs are going to
be either on scene or out working.
We are going to have to write these
procedures in our general orders to
ensure there is a line of communi-

cation to enable a Blue Alert. Once
we get that in place, I think it will be
very viable.

“Police departments get a lot
of calls from people who think they

A law enforcement officer is killed or seriously in-
jured by an offender.

The investigating law enforcement agency deter-
mines the offender poses a serious risk or threat to
the public and/or other law enforcement personnel.

A detailed description of the offender’s vehicle, ve-
hicle tag or partial tag is available for broadcast to
the public.

The investigating law enforcement agency or juris-
diction submits a Blue Alert request to GDEM.

Blue Blue Blue Blue Blue AlerAlerAlerAlerAlert Netwt Netwt Netwt Netwt Network ork ork ork ork Activation CriteriaActivation CriteriaActivation CriteriaActivation CriteriaActivation Criteria
(((((allallallallall criteria must be met to activate criteria must be met to activate criteria must be met to activate criteria must be met to activate criteria must be met to activate)))))

might have seen the guy we are
looking for. Those are a lot of pos-
sibilities to chase down when we
are doing other things, but those
tips help.”

Continued from page 1

AlerAlerAlerAlerAlert can be affective given right circumstancest can be affective given right circumstancest can be affective given right circumstancest can be affective given right circumstancest can be affective given right circumstances

Provided by Jordan Gibennus
Money Management Interna-

tional (MMI) recently announced
the results of a survey designed to
measure consumer sentiment to-
wards current economic instability.

Experts contend our economy
isn’t yet in a period of recession,
but for many Americans that is sim-
ply a formality.  While consumers
differ on how they define recession,

86 percent of survey respondents
confirmed that their family is feel-
ing the effects of an economic
downturn. 

Interestingly, when asked how
they would have prepared for the
current economic downturn if they
had the benefit of hindsight, more
than half of respondents said they
would put more money away in
savings vehicles, and indulge less

in luxury items.
Families that relied on credit to

make ends meet over the past year
are realizing that the cost of living
spike isn’t a temporary hiccup.
Consumers need to readjust spend-
ing habits to accommodate a true
higher cost of living and ensure
they aren’t adding to their credit
card balances month after month,
just hoping things will get better
soon.

Key MMI survey findings in-
clude:

Almost half (46 percent) of re-
spondents defined recession as
“when the cost of living rises,” sig-
naling that, regardless of typical in-
dicators like lack of economic
growth or rising unemployment,
consumers respond when they’re
affected personally.

The use of cell phones while
driving in Irving school zones is now
prohibited to help provide addi-
tional safety to children. The guide-
lines prevent motorists from engag-
ing in calls by talking, dialing or lis-
tening on a hand-held mobile tele-
phone, and entering or reading text
messages.
This includes:
-- Hand-held cell phones
-- Personal digital assistants
(PDAs)
-- Pagers
-- Other electronic communication
devices

SurSurSurSurSurvevevevevey results measure consumer reaction to economic instabilityy results measure consumer reaction to economic instabilityy results measure consumer reaction to economic instabilityy results measure consumer reaction to economic instabilityy results measure consumer reaction to economic instability
Approximately one out of five

people have already resorted to
paying for necessities with credit.

Twenty-three percent of sur-
veyed consumers are carpooling to
work and driving less, in response
to rising gas prices.

Only 24 percent of surveyed
consumers said that they are cop-
ing with the economic downturn by
adding money to their savings
cushion.

Forty-one percent of respon-
dents would consider taking on an
additional job if the economic down-
turn continues indefinitely-but as
unemployment rates rise, that may
not be an option for many families.

More troubling, almost 25 per-
cent of respondents don’t plan to
change any habits if economic in-
stability continues.

”While the housing and credit
crunch have had serious ramifica-
tions for many consumers, all is not
lost,” said Marianne Gray
D’Aquila, president of MMI in Fort
Worth. “The economy will regain
its footing eventually, but consum-
ers must be realistic and live within
their financial means now. Going
back to the basics of budgeting and
credit use can help consumers ad-
just spending habits to help pre-
vent a temporary economic hard-
ship from having a permanent im-
pact on their family.

”It’s important to seek help
from a trusted source if you feel
yourself getting in over your head. 
Don’t wait until your home and
your family’s security is on the line
to ask for help,” she said.

The city installed signs in ev-
ery school zone to remind drivers
of the new regulation. Those who
violate the ordinance could receive
a Class C misdemeanor, which car-
ries a maximum fine of up to $500. 

Motorists will be able to talk
legally on their cell phones if they
use hands-free devices. Drivers
also may use their cell phones in
certain emergency situations in-
cluding conversing with emer-
gency response personnel, fire and
police, and health care entities. 
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Over 6800 sq. ft.
of merchandise

We have everything from
new items to antiques

Furniture
Home Decor

Clothing

Come for our Big Labor DaCome for our Big Labor DaCome for our Big Labor DaCome for our Big Labor DaCome for our Big Labor Day Saley Saley Saley Saley Sale
SaturdaSaturdaSaturdaSaturdaSaturday,y,y,y,y,     August 30 and MondaAugust 30 and MondaAugust 30 and MondaAugust 30 and MondaAugust 30 and Monday,y,y,y,y, September 1" September 1" September 1" September 1" September 1"

Toddler’s
Women’s Girls and Boy’s
NEW Men’s

Disabled American Veterans
2310 Rock Island @ Story

Irving, Texas 75060
Bargains For the Entire Family
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Margaret Lopez is an indepen-
dent writer for the Irving Rambler.
An Irving resident for more than 12
years, she and her husband have
been married for more than 40 years
and have four daughters and four
grandsons.

Opinions expressed in any
commentary are those of the writer,
and not necessarily those of The Irv-
ing Rambler, the publisher, editor,
or any staff member.

Margaret’s Corner
Hi Irving!

H e r e ’ s
hoping your chil-
dren had a great
first day of
school. May the

entire year be safe, happy and
blessed for all of our children. When
my grandsons started kinder I told
them I was going to go have lunch
with them every school year on the
second day. This year they were so
happy to see me. We had a
sweet and wonderful time. Kids
don’t forget and parents, as well as
grandparents, must keep their
promises, it’s part of the memories
they are making.

As you know, we have been
hearing a lot about the new
US coins. Recently, I was given one
from someone during a meeting
and it gave me an opportunity
to refuse it. I believe we as Chris-
tians and proud Americans should
refuse these as change etc. They
removed ‘’In God We Trust’’
from the face of the coin. This is
wrong, wrong, wrong in my opin-
ion. I hope and encourage you
to refuse them and also tell them
why. I am not ashamed of the Gos-
pel or of the One who gave me
life. If enough people boycott these
coins, I believe it can make a differ-

ence. Together we can make a state-
ment and force them out of circula-
tion. If you agree, please tell your
family and friends.

On another note, do you real-
ize it is now less than 70 days until
our November Elections? Irving will
have two early voting locations: Irv-
ing City Hall and Valley Ranch Li-
brary. We need to be informed with
the truth in order to make a good
choice. Remember to look at the
political party platform and not just
at the candidate.

If you moved since the last
election Please notify the Election
Dept. before the deadline, Oct. 6,
2008. Your registration must be cur-
rent and you must be 18 years of
age and a US citizen. Early Voting
dates are Oct. 20 – 31, otherwise
vote on Election Day Nov. 4.

Praying to make a difference.
Attend church Sunday.
God bless you.

Allison’s Clubhouse
“The BEST In Your Child’s Care”
3425 Finley, Irving, Texas 75062

We are currently accepting applications
for both full and part-time  positions!

Accepting Children Accepting Children Accepting Children Accepting Children Accepting Children Ages:Ages:Ages:Ages:Ages: 6 w 6 w 6 w 6 w 6 weeks threeks threeks threeks threeks thru 11 yu 11 yu 11 yu 11 yu 11 years of ageears of ageears of ageears of ageears of age

We have the

largest  infant

center

in Irving/Las

Colinas!

www.Allisonsclubhouse.com
Call us:  972 258-1800Owners: David and Becky StaleyOwners: David and Becky StaleyOwners: David and Becky StaleyOwners: David and Becky StaleyOwners: David and Becky Staley

DirectorDirectorDirectorDirectorDirector :::::     WWWWWendy Boozerendy Boozerendy Boozerendy Boozerendy Boozer

City staff presented details of
the proposed budget to the City
Council during its budget retreat on
Aug. 22-23. The budget is aligned
with the city’s Strategic Plan to en-
sure that funding is designated to-
ward focus areas identified by the
City Council. These include public
safety, code enforcement, corridor
enhancements, non-compliant
apartments and capital improve-
ment projects.

Irving’s approach to its daily
operational functions yielded a
more efficient, productive and re-
sults-driven organization. Since
2006-07, more than $3 million in sav-
ings has been realized due to per-
sonnel reductions and ongoing
savings from restructuring. The
majority of the staff positions re-
duced in the past two years has
been reallocated to police, fire, code
enforcement and animal services
initiatives. An additional $1.89 mil-
lion has been recognized due to cost
savings and efficiencies.

Emphasis on the eight key fo-

cus areas exhibited significant re-
sults over the past year. Projects
include improvements to animal
services, strengthening of code en-
forcement and new capital projects.
Irving also expanded its library and
parks services.

In preparing next year’s bud-
get, city management proposed no
new personnel and placed a hold
on operational expenditures. City
staff worked to identify additional
revenue sources and to ensure best
management practices that focus on
results.

The proposed 2008-09 budget
includes $35 million for capital im-
provement projects to address eco-
nomic development initiatives,
streets, parks, fire services, librar-
ies and the landfill. Sales tax rev-
enues are stable at $48 million. Irv-
ing maintains a double AAA bond
rating, the second lowest property
tax rate among its 10 benchmark cit-
ies, and the second lowest residen-
tial water rates out of 30 Dallas
Water Utility District members.

The proposed property tax rate
remains the same at 54.06 cents per
$100 assessed valuation. A 98 cent
energy charge for sanitation service
has been proposed to be added to
the utility bill, and a 4 percent water
and sewer rate increase will help
address the city’s aging infrastruc-
ture. The city continues to pursue
alternate water sources to ensure a
diversified supply for the future. A
50 cent increase in the Municipal
Drainage Utility is proposed to pro-
vide funding for municipal capital
projects, such as Lakeside Land-
ing, and neighborhood drainage
and alleyways.

Next year’s budget has been
developed based on City Council
direction, as well as resident input

received from Town Hall meetings,
resident surveys, public hearings
and online input submitted from the
city Web site. The proposed bud-
get will be adopted at the Sep. 18
City Council meeting. Residents can
contribute to the process at the fol-
lowing public hearings:

Sep. 4
Sep. 11
Sep. 18

Hearings begin at 7 p.m. in the
City Hall Council Chambers, 825 W.
Irving Blvd. More details about the
budget are available online at
www.cityofirving.org.

Proposed city budget maintains properProposed city budget maintains properProposed city budget maintains properProposed city budget maintains properProposed city budget maintains property tax ratety tax ratety tax ratety tax ratety tax rate



Chapel of Roses Funeral Home

1225 E. Irving Blvd. 75060
972-554-1031

Owned & Operated by the Chism &
Crouch Families

Directors:
Charlotte Chism Waldrum
Harrell Chism
Austin E. Raney

Offering:
Traditional Funeral Services
Cremation
Military Services

www.ChapelofRosesfh.com

ACCEPTING ALL Pre-Need Funerals

Continuing
The Tradition

“The Right Choice
for Over 50 Years.”

BROWN’S MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Ben F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. Brown

Funeral Directors: Gary Westerman
Michael McVey

Jason Rand

Brown Family Owned and Operated.

972-254-4242
www.brownmem.com

Church & Chapel Services
Local, Out of Town Services & Burials

Memorials
Cremation

Memories Flowers

Serving Irving  families
since 1963

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com
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RECTOR
ROY McNUTT

Rector Roy
McNutt, of Irv-
ing, passed
away Aug. 20,
2008.

He was
born Aug. 30,
1920 in
Comanche. He

was a member of Plymouth Park
United Methodist Church and the
Dallas Model A Ford Club. Roy en-
joyed antique cars, miniature furni-
ture and leather crafts.

Preceded in death by his par-
ents Robert Roy McNutt and Dona
Williams and brother Winston Evan
McNutt, survivors include his wife
Elmyra McNutt of Irving; sons
Gerald McNutt and wife Valerie of
Colleyville, and Robert McNutt and

wife Maxine of Terrell; 7 grandchil-
dren; and 3 great grandchildren.

Funeral services were held
Aug. 25 at Brown’s Memorial
Chapel. Interment followed at DFW
National Cemetery.

JAMES “JJ” JESSUP
James “JJ”
Jessup, of Irv-
ing, passed
away Aug. 23,
2008. He was
born Jan. 28,
1956 in Dallas.

He is
survived by his wife Rebecca
Jessup; sons Jerremy Jessup and
Austin Jessup; daughters Jennifer
Jessup and Lacie Jessup; brother
Ricky Jessup; sister Brenda Reno;
and granddaughters Shannon and
Alyssa Jessup.

Funeral service was held Aug.
27 at First Baptist Church, Irving.
Interment followed at Oak Grove
Memorial Gardens. Arrangements
for the Jessup Family by Brown’s
Memorial Funeral Home, Irving.

PAULINE (POLLY)
JILES PARKER

Pauline (Polly)
Jiles Parker, God
saw her getting
tired, a cure not
meant to be. So
he put his arms
around her and
w h i s p e r e d ,
“Come with
me.” Our hearts

are saddened as we share the loss
of our Beloved. Pauline passed
away peacefully Aug. 26, 2008 at
her home in Irving.

She was born in Cleburne, TX
on Nov. 2, 1924, the daughter of
Dewey Vernon and Rosalie Clark
Jiles. Preceded in death by her par-
ents, two brothers, Marshall and D.
V. Jiles; her husband, Jack Parker
and son Charles, she leaves behind
to cherish her memory, son, Jim Dail
and wife Donna of Maumelle, AR;
daughter Paula Wright of Irving;
daughter Janie Mullins and hus-
band Terry of Lake Dallas; sister,

Rosellen Parker of Fort Worth;
brother Jeff Jiles of Arlington; sis-
ter, Janice Colley of Kerrville;
brother Randy Jiles of Cleburne; ten
grandchildren; five great grandchil-
dren; three nieces; four nephews;
numerous cousins and friends.

She will always be remembered
as a kind and caring lady whose
greatest joy was to be surrounded
by her family. Visitation was held
Aug. 29 with the funeral Aug. 30 at
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
Chapel. Burial followed at Oak
Grove Memorial Gardens.

Special thanks to Vitas Hospice
for their kindness and compassion-
ate care. “Death leaves a heartache
no one can heal, but love leaves a
memory no one can steal.”

SCOTT
WITHERSPOON

S c o t t
Wi the r spoon
was born Jan.
23, 1968 and
passed away in
Laramie, WY
Aug. 17, 2008.

He at-
tended Irving
High School

and was active with the high school
band. Scott loved playing the gui-

tar with his friends. Having worked
in the computer industry in Wyo-
ming, he continued as an avid com-
puter hobbyist and kept in touch
with his family in several parts of
the country.

Preceded in death by his fa-
ther, Bob Witherspoon, survivors
include his mother, Ann
Witherspoon, a sister, Rebecca
Nicholas, and a brother, Todd
Witherspoon, all of Irving.

Memorial services were held at
Berean Memorial Church on Aug.
29.

MAGGIE SMITH
Maggie Smith, age 92, of Wichita
Falls, formerly of Irving, died Aug.
26, 2008. Maggie was born June 4,
1916 in Irving to James Hawkins and
Ella Gorham Hawkins.

She is survived by her son,
Wayne Smith and his wife Joyce,
of Wichita Falls and two grandchil-
dren, Al Smith of Lewisville and
Alesha Terherst and husband Mike
of Oklahoma.

A visitation was held Thurs-
day at the funeral home. Graveside
services were Aug. 29 at Oak Grove
Memorial Gardens in Irving. Ar-
rangements under the direction of
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home.

OBITUARIES

We Provide The Personal Touch
David & Carla Davis,

Owners & Licenced Funeral Directors

972-259-7644129 S. O’Connor
Irving, TX 75060

Irving’s oldest funeral home

Go TGo TGo TGo TGo To www.iro www.iro www.iro www.iro www.irvingrambler.comvingrambler.comvingrambler.comvingrambler.comvingrambler.com

Provided by Sarah White
Irving Healthcare Foundation

(IHF) Board of Directors recently
elected Irving civic and business
leaders Lane Atkins, Bob Reichelt
and Harry Weaver to membership.
The Board also elected new offic-
ers.

Lane Atkins is owner of the Irv-
ing franchise of Home Instead Se-
nior Care, which helps local seniors
remain in their homes for as long as
possible. Atkins is an active volun-
teer for multiple area organizations,

including the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion of Dallas and Rotary Club of
Carrollton-Farmers Branch. He is
also a member of the IHF Guild.

Robert Reichelt is a retired hu-
man resources executive from
Exxon Mobil Corporation. During
his 33 years at Exxon Mobil, his
work took him to various locations
both within the United States and
internationally. Reichelt is an active
volunteer in Irving, serves on the
Board of Directors for the Irving
Symphony Orchestra and LINC,

and is a member of the City of
Irving’s Citizens Bond Taskforce.

Harry Weaver is a retired stock
broker for Dean Witter. Weaver also
volunteers as a driver for Baylor
Irving’s Senior Van Program, which
transports area elderly to and from
doctors appointments and medical
treatments at the hospital.

The Board of Directors also
elected Clem Lear to serve as board
chair for the next two years. Lear
follows Angela Enright who will
continue to serve on the Board of
Directors as immediate past chair.
Directors Susie Fan and W. T.
“Tom” Trotter were elected to the
vice chair and chair-elect positions,
respectively. Suzy Beeman follows
Carole Shlipak as chair of the nomi-
nating and board development
committee.

Founded in 1977, IHF’s mission
is to make people healthier by award-
ing funds raised and encouraging
volunteer service to nonprofit or-
ganizations that provide healthcare
or medical services in Irving.

FFFFFoundation board elects new directorsoundation board elects new directorsoundation board elects new directorsoundation board elects new directorsoundation board elects new directors,,,,, officers officers officers officers officers
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LISTING PRICES

To purchase WORSHIP section listing call 214-675-9445.
From 6 months to one year $7.47Up to 6 months $8.30

The Irving Rambler provides a WORSHIP section to bring
people of similar beliefs together.  The Irving Rambler
does not accept submission of a listing as a commitment
to publish.  Publication of a listing does not create an
obligation to continue publishing.  The Irving Rambler
reserves the right to refuse to publish any listing for any

reason.  Any listing promoting hate groups, or including
inappropriate material will not be published.  E-mail
addresses will only be published if included in the copy of
your listing.
Listings may include your religious organization’s name,
address, telephone number, website url & meeting times.

We offer quality Christian education for
K - 4 through Sixth Grade.

Small classes  • Dedicated Teachers  •Academic Excellence

Berean Christian Academy
1000 E. 6th St., Irving TX 75060

972 - 438 - 1440
www.bereanmemorialchurch.org

“Serving Irving since 1954”

WORSHIP

Pioneer Drive Baptist Church
4034 W. Pioneer Drive

Irving, Texas 75061
972.790.8828

www.pdbcirving.com
Sundays Traditional Worship

11:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study/Prayer Meeting
7:00 p.m.

Southern Baptist

First United Methodist Church
211 W. Third St, Irving 75060

972.253.3531
www.fumcirving.org

Sundays 10:30am Sanctuary
6:30pm Chapel

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W Airport Frwy, Irving 75062
(North side of Hwy 183 between

MacArthur & Story)
972.255.4185

www.ppumc.org
Sundays 8:30, 9:15 & 11:00am

United Methodist
Berean Memorial Church

1000 E. Sixth Street, Irving 75060
972.438.1440

www.bereanmemorialchurch.org
Sundays 10:45 a.m. 6:30 p.m

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Word of God Christian Fellowship
Meeting at Plymouth Park Baptist

Church
1714 N. Story Rd., Irving 75061

Fellowship Center FH 103
214.404.1899

www.wordofgodchristianfellowship.com
Sundays 4:00 p.m.

Tuesdays 7:00 p.m.

Independent Bible

North Irving Church of Christ
727 Metker St. Irving, Texas 75062

972.252.9981
Sundays Bible Study - 9:00 a.m.
Worship - 10:00 a.m. 5:00 p.m.

Wednesdays Bible Study – 7:00 p.m.

Church of Christ

First Christian Church
210 E. 6th Street, Irving 75060

972.579.0911
www.fccirving.org

Sundays
Bible Study for all ages - 9:30am
Traditional Worship - 10:45am

Disciples of Christ

Put your nose into the Bible every-
day. It is your spiritual food. And
then share it. Make a vow not to be
a lukewarm Christian.
Kirk Cameron

The true call of a Christian is not to
do extraordinary things, but to do
ordinary things in an extraordinary
way.
Dean Stanley

KINGDOM SENIOR SOLUTIONS
Joan Black - Van Zandt

Medicare Supplements,
Medicare Advantage plans, Prescription Drug plans,
Rollovers, Fixed Annuities & Long Term Care Insurance.

Office  469-713-1862
Fax 469-324-2971

1400 W. Irving Blvd. Ste., 201
Irving, TX. 75061

www.kingdomseniorsolutions.com

By Kathleen Phillips
The decision by the U.S. Food

and Drug Administration to allow
irradiation of certain fresh produce
will “change the landscape of food
safety in the nation forever,” ac-
cording to a leading irradiation ex-
pert with Texas AgriLife Research.

“This is a benchmark and cou-
rageous decision,” said Dr. Suresh
Pillai, director of the National Cen-
ter for Electron Beam Research, lo-
cated at Texas A&M University.

The FDA announced Aug. 21
that spinach and iceberg lettuce
may be irradiated to control patho-
gens such as E. coli and salmonella.
The federal agency is considering
whether to expand permission to
irradiate other fresh fruits and veg-
etables.

Pillai believes the decision to
allow irradiation on the two leafy
green vegetables will lead to in-
creased use of the technology by
countries that import into the U.S.
as well.

Pound for pound, the amount
of food consumed in the U.S. rarely
causes sicknesses such as was ex-
perienced this year by those who
ate certain salsas.

But even if it were only a hand-

ful, that is too many since such ill-
nesses could be avoided, accord-
ing to experts at the Texas AgriLife
Extension Service.

“Each year 15 - 20 people die
and countless others are hospital-
ized in the U.S. as a result of con-
suming fresh produce contami-
nated with food-borne pathogens
such as E. coli,” said Dr. Andy Ves-
tal, AgriLife Extension risk manage-
ment leader. “Everyone involved
with produce – from the field to the
plate – must use the best agricul-
tural and food preparation prac-
tices.”

Vestal and colleagues at
AgriLife Extension developed an
online training about the use of ir-
radiation on fruits and vegetables
to reduce food-borne illness.

“Electron beam irradiation, or
eBeam, is an emerging technology
that offers the potential to signifi-
cantly enhance the level of safety
of complex food items such as fruits
and vegetables,” Vestal said.

Readers may access the online
training at www.aggiehorticulture
. t a m u . e d u / f o o d s a f e t y /
foodsafetyissues.html.

The training consists of four
modules for food producers, han-

dlers, preparers and others inter-
ested in preventing food-borne ill-
ness, and explains the use of eBeam
as a tool to reduce to the problem.

For more information about
electron beam technology research,
see www.tamu.edu/ebeam.

Read the
Irving Rambler

online at

IrvingRambler.com
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I04H

WAREHOUSE
/ DELIVERY

Must be 21, clean driving record.
Apply at Dealers Electrical

Supply, 3831 Conflans,
Irving, 75061

4022 Fairbanks Ct,
Irving TX 75062

3 bedroms; 2 full baths; 2 car
garage; family room with

fireplace; large fenced back yard
in a quiet cul-de-sac. Seller is
motivated to sell quickly. All

offers will be considered.
Call 972-256-2680

for appointment to see.

HOUSE FOR SALE

I30H

MECHANIC HELPERS
Construction/Crushing equipment,

Grand Prairie, call Mark
at 972.264.0540

J09H

WRITER NEEDED
For special projects. People person, detail
oriented, responsible, courteous, articulate,
computer literate, MS Office, email and
internet savvy. Call to 214-675-6493.

SALES POSITION
Local territory, established accounts, People
person, detail oriented, responsible, cour-
teous, articulate, computer literate, MS Of-
fice, email and internet savvy opportunity
for growth, experience preferred, call to
214-675-6493 to discuss your opportinities

Jon’s
Upholstery
Has  MOVED

call
972-255-0060

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENTS

ADVERTISING PRICES
First 15 words $7.00
Each additional word $0.20

Bold, Caps, border $7.00

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.  When
you place a classified advertisement in the Rambler, we publish it
online at no additional charge. The Irving Rambler does not accept
submission of an advertisement as a commitment to publish.  Pub-
lication of an advertisement does not create an obligation to con-
tinue publishing.  The Irving Rambler reserves the right to refuse to
publish any advertisement for any reason.  Ads promoting hate
groups, or including inappropriate material will not be published.
E-mail addresses will only be published if included in the copy of
your classified ad.

To purchase classified ads call 214-675-6493.

mixed together. I came into the in-
ternship really scared. I wasn’t sure
what to do, and I didn’t know what
I wanted to do with the rest of my
life. Now that the internship is
nearly complete I want to go into
non-profit management. I want to
work with community development
and with cities. This has been re-
ally great in helping me find my path.
I could not have asked for anything
better,” she said.

Fifty years ago, Margorie
Magar owned the grandest house
on the block. Today confined to a
wheelchair, she struggles to make
ends meet. Margorie and her best
friend, Marty, recently made a spe-
cial trip to Kelly-Moore. They have
a plan to get her garage painted,
Marty will do the painting and
Margorie will make all the iced tea
he can drink.

“My house was built in 1950,
so it is pretty old. It was the first
house built on that street.

“I think this is wonderful. I just
got a reverse mortgage, and I had
to have the house either painted or
sided. Whatever I decided on took
away from the money I was sup-
posed to get. I decided to have the
house sided. But this paint is for
the garage,” Margorie said.

Susan Steele, ICDC’s Execu-
tive Director, contacted Cameron
Gratton, a sales representative with
Kelly-Moore Paints at the best pos-
sible time.

“Susan called me and asked if
I could help her resolve some code
violations in the city of Irving. If
Kelly-Moore was in a position to

help her solve these problems, it
was important for me to help. We
were just fortunate that we were in
a position to help. I think this is a
really good program for the city.

“I think all of the violations
were related to the exterior of the
home. All of the paint we have given
away has been our premium grade,
exterior paint. We happened to have
a batch in our warehouse that
wasn’t being used. So I was able to
work out a deal with our warehouse
to donate the paint. This will allow
people to put a quality coat of paint
on their homes, and it will last a long
time. They are not going to have
this problem again in five years.

“I also had some other ven-
dors, F & H Associates, and Graco,
that Kelly Moore does business
with on a daily basis, and I called in
a couple of favors. They supplied a
lot of stuff like roller covers,
brushes, paint cans, and various

things you would need to paint the
exterior of a home,” Mr. Gratton said.

“This is what I consider a true
partnership,” Ms. Steele said. “You
have the problem of people receiv-
ing violations. You have a non-
profit, ICDC, that can go out and
use its capacity to recruit partners.
There is a very generous donor, and
the City of Irving has some Water
Utility guys who are going to help
apply the paint. We are all working
towards something that is benefi-
cial for Irving. This is one of the
best partnerships I have seen. There
is no territorial strife. It is all about
the people who have a need. We
want this to be an ongoing project.

“Painting homes helps main-
tain a neighborhood. If you can
maintain your neighborhood, you
can attract people into the neigh-
borhood and you are going to main-
tain the homes’ values. It is really a
stability issue and a pride issue.”

Continued from page 1

PPPPPararararartnership helps otnership helps otnership helps otnership helps otnership helps owners improwners improwners improwners improwners improve homesve homesve homesve homesve homes

Kelly-Moore Paints’ employees, ICDC, and City’ staff members join
resources to help homeowners bring their properties in to compliance
with the City’s codes.

Provided by Bob Horton
The 17th annual Trinity Trash

Bash promotes the cleanup of the
Trinity River watershed in Irving
and in neighboring communities.
Program planners encourage vol-

unteers from across Irving to par-
ticipate. Individuals and groups are
encouraged to either conduct clean-
ups in their own neighborhoods or
participate in the cleanup of over
two dozen large and small areas in

downtown Irving to help make this
year’s “go green” event even big-
ger than ever.

“If we can get a large number
of volunteers, we can help keep the
Trinity River from being polluted
from the storm drain system and the
buildup of trash,” said Jagne, chair-
person of this year’s Keep Irving
Beautiful Trinity Trash Bash. “This
project thrives on teamwork and a

full community effort. We hope that
the community will come out and
show their care for the Trinity.”

The Trinity Trash Bash will
feature entertainment for all ages
including games and music. Lunch
will also be provided for partici-
pants. Prizes will be presented by
Irving Mayor Herbert Gears.

Free personal shredding and
electronics recycling will also be

available for Irving residents.
Irving’s event will take place Sep.
13 in the West Parking Lot of City
Hall from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 pm.

Internet registration at
www.rockthegreen.org by Sep. 10.
Irving Mayor Herbert Gears is chair-
ing the 2008 DFW Metroplex Chal-
lenge and hopes for a repeat of
Irving’s wins in its population cat-
egory in the 2006 and 2007 compe-
titions.

VVVVVolunteers needed to fight Tolunteers needed to fight Tolunteers needed to fight Tolunteers needed to fight Tolunteers needed to fight Trinity River litter at Irrinity River litter at Irrinity River litter at Irrinity River litter at Irrinity River litter at Irving’ving’ving’ving’ving’s Ts Ts Ts Ts Trinity Trinity Trinity Trinity Trinity Trash Bashrash Bashrash Bashrash Bashrash Bash
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TRANSPARENCY vs. McDOUGAL AND THE CITY
If you haven’t strolled along the Deleware

Creek banks in the last few weeks, it would
be worth you while to drive downtown Irving
and take a walk.

On the east bank, from Sixth Street to the
park, you can see demolition behind a chain link
fence. On the west bank from Sixth Street to Sec-
ond Street you can see the same kind of chain link
fence.

What’s happening here? Irving’s getting rid of
some falling down, rat infested apartments it would
seem, AND that’s good.

But who is behind all of this? Could you make
a guess as to who will own this property when the
dust settles? Who might have an opportunity to
own this magnificent land?

You look just a little further west of all this and
there’s the cleared site where the Villa Martinique
once stood. Do you know the details of how that
property changed hands? Did you know that
Delbert McDougal owns that now? Did you know
that the city owned it for a short while?

 Are there any connections between the demo-
litions and the hasty, forced apartment evacuations
at the creek AND the Villa Martinique? And would
there be any connection between those apartment
demos and the real estate agents who are sweep-
ing through the neighborhood of the little 1950’s
frame houses and gobbling them up?

Now, get back in your car and drive about
five blocks further east up Sixth Street into the heart
of the residential Heritage District. There on the
corner at Britain Road there is another chain link
fence and behind it is a sign with a familiar name -
McDougal. It advertises a desire to buy property
and homes in Irving’s Heritage District. What is
going to happen to these houses when they are
purchased? Do you recall someone saying that the
integrity of this district would be maintained? Will
it?

Drive about four blocks north on Britain and
there on the corner by the stop light is a piece of
Irving wiped away leaving a piece of cleared land.
Ask the city what the future holds for that piece of
property? Who owns it now and at what cost?
How did the city get it? What is it really worth?

Then make a right turn here and less than two
blocks down, you’ll see another sign with the name
that’s becoming all too familiar - McDougal. They
are apparently buying lots of land and want to buy
more and more and more. It just seems that soon
they may own the entire downtown, including most
of the Heritage District.

Isn’t it time the city makes this entire deal
transparent so that citizens know what is going on?
What about a map with all properties identified so
we can see what is really happening? Isn’t it time

we know the truth about all the players? Isn’t it
time we know all the different companies that
Delbert McDougal owns totally or partially? We
also need to know about the companies that Mr.
McDougal’s son owns. Isn’t it time that we are
told in plain language just how these deals are
structured? Isn’t it time that all of these contracts
are published without our having to request them
under the open records act? Isn’t it time that the
actual money we citizens are spending is calcu-
lated and proven to us?

We were told in public meetings that no com-
missions would exchange hands on property sales
while McDougal was acquiring properties for the
downtown project. Have you heard differently?
Have you seen contracts that show differently?
Have you heard that prices paid for property
downtown were altered to include commissions?

We have put some of these questions about
ownership and future plans to councilpersons. They
can’t give us any definitive answers. Who does
know? We are asking for transparency. We want
to know without having to “fight city hall” to find
out exactly what is going on.

What effect does all this maneuvering have to
do with you, the taxpayer?
      Isn’t it about time you took a walk down-
town and then started asking your city a few
questions?

TRANSPARENCY vs. McDOUGAL AND THE CITY
Advertisement

in there, so they don’t think any-
thing about it,” Ann said.

“Big State is our favorite place,”
Don said. “We’ve been going there
every morning except Sunday for
at least 10 years. This little area is
Irving’s pride and joy. There are no
parking meters, and we know ev-
erybody. The businesses are all in-
dependent businesses, none of
this big chain junk. We believe in
dealing with the locals. I hope they
never put parking meters here.

“Being here is like being in a
small town. We like the atmosphere.
Big State is the pinnacle with the
soda fountain and Leland is a great
cook. It has got everything going
for it,” he said.

Continued from page 1
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Ready for a roaring good time, a roadster is fully decked-out for
judging during Big State Drug’s anniversary car show.

Provided by Sara Dobie
Children’s book publisher Syl-

van Dell pursues its mission of
“bringing science and math to chil-
dren through literature.” Now, they

are reaching out to schools and
school districts nationwide with an
educational resource grant offer,
and Texas schools have reaped the
benefits. 

The grant is for a free, one-year
site license, providing unlimited ac-
cess to all 35 Sylvan Dell eBooks,
featuring flipviewer technology
with selectable English and Span-
ish text and audio. The license can
be used on all school computers
and may be placed on secure school
websites, enabling students and
their families to log in and have ac-
cess from their homes. 

Grants are awarded to one el-
ementary school per district and are
open to every district. To facilitate
submission, individual schools may
submit the grant application di-
rectly. When more than one school
from a single district applies, Syl-
van Dell will ask the district con-
tact to make the selection. 

An online grant application is
available at: www.SylvanDellPub

Sylvan Dell Publishing awards grants to schools
lishing.com/ResourceGrant.htm.

The rapid response in Texas
has been impressive. So far, the 45
schools in the state have been
awarded the Sylvan Dell Publish-
ing educational resource grant in-
cluding Valley Ranch Elementary in
Coppell ISD.

Sylvan Dell picture books with
science, math and nature themes ex-
cite children’s imaginations through
stories, artwork and a 3-5 page “For
Creative Minds” educational sec-
tion in the back of each book. Online
educational material is available for
cross-curricular learning, including:
30-80 page Teaching Activities, In-
teractive Reading and Math Quiz-
zes, and much more. 

“We hope that school district
and school curriculum folks will take
a hard look at our picture books and

free online resources and appreci-
ate that we are creating content and
technologies to help them in the
classroom,” Sylvan Dell co-founder
Lee German said. “What we have
created is a set of serious tools for
teachers and parents to use to both
entertain and teach their children.
We don’t want to be just another
picture book publisher. We want to
be loved for our products and our
commitment to excellence, and we
want to be part of the education
solution.” 

For additional information,
contact GrantCoordinator@Sylvan
DellPublishing.com or call 877-958-
2600.

West Nile virus this season. The
33-year-old resident lives in the
75062 zip code. The residential ar-
eas near that location will be
sprayed to reduce the risk of trans-
mission of the virus to people. The
first human case of West Nile virus
was confirmed on Aug. 21 in the
75061 zip code.

West Nile virus is commonly
carried by wild birds, and the virus
can be spread to people through
the bite of an infected mosquito.
Residents are encouraged to take
sensible precautions to avoid mos-
quito bites.

Residents experiencing signifi-
cant mosquito activity should re-
port this information to Irving’s
mosquito hot line at 972-721-3755.   

WWWWWest Nile virest Nile virest Nile virest Nile virest Nile virus confirmedus confirmedus confirmedus confirmedus confirmed
The City of Irving has been no-

tified of its second human case of

Read the
Irving Rambler

every week

Vikas wVikas wVikas wVikas wVikas welcome new principalelcome new principalelcome new principalelcome new principalelcome new principal

Officers of the Nimitz High School Vikas dance team welcome new
principal Rick Nolly by teaching him the “Vika Bevel” dance move.


