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T KHIS WEE

By Jess Paniszczyn
A group of 19 intrepid Irving

ISD educators and administrators
boarded a modified 727 and
headed for the Gulf of Mexico to
experience a zero gravity flight
Tuesday. The flight, sponsored by
the Northrop Grumman Founda-
tion, was part of the Weightless
Flights of Discovery Program,
which inspires those who are re-
sponsible for educating.

“We are dedicated to support-
ing education kindergarten
through college,” Sandra Evers-
Manly, president of the Northrop

Grumman Foundation, said. “We
are very interested in helping to
support math, science and engi-
neering.

“When we look at what is hap-
pening in our country today, there
is a crisis in education. In particu-
lar, there is a crisis when it comes
to math and science. We have a lot
of young people who are just not
interested and cannot connect with
math and science.

“We must look at what is hap-
pening with math and science and
how that impacts the whole com-
petitive advantage of America as

ScienceScienceScienceScienceScience,,,,, math teachers lear math teachers lear math teachers lear math teachers lear math teachers learn lessons in wn lessons in wn lessons in wn lessons in wn lessons in weightlessnesseightlessnesseightlessnesseightlessnesseightlessness

By Jess Paniszczyn
If optimism, potential and

hard work lead to the playoffs, Irv-
ing has three high school football
teams ready for a winning season.

“It is going to be an interest-
ing year,” Coach Joe Barnett,
IISD’s Athletic Director, said.
“None of our teams made the play-
offs last year, so all three are look-
ing for a return to the playoffs. I
think all three teams will be im-
proved over last year. All three
have a lot of kids coming back.

“You never know until you get

 into the season. We have some
strong teams in our district. But I
think any one of our three, or all
three have a shot at making the
playoffs. I look forward to an ex-
citing year.”

Nimitz
Steven Hohenberger, Nimitz’

Athletic Coordinator, is ready to
tackle his second year as head
coach.

“It is a new year, and we are

By Jess Paniszczyn
The Irving Health Center ex-

perienced a milestone in its cre-
ation as community members
joined representatives from
Parkland Health & Hospital Sys-
tem, the City of Irving, Dallas
County Commissioner’s Court and
Baylor Medical Center at Irving for
a ribbon cutting on Aug. 29. Once

aged healthcare in the community
now.”

City Manager Tommy
Gonzalez indicated that the new
facility located at 1800 N. Britain
St. is a step towards Irving’s fu-
ture.

“The Irving Health Center is
gorgeous. I think it speaks highly
of this community in terms of what
types of services they want to
present to those people in need.

That is what we are about in the
City of Irving.

“When you have leaders who
are practicing leadership, that
means they are practicing change.
That change had to take place, and
that change was receiving dollars
from the Federal Government in
order to make this occur….

“We have a council right now
considering strategies to look to-

High schools anticipate aHigh schools anticipate aHigh schools anticipate aHigh schools anticipate aHigh schools anticipate a
winning football seasonwinning football seasonwinning football seasonwinning football seasonwinning football season

Community partnerships create Irving Health Center
opened and fully operational, the
facility is expected to serve 50,000
patients per year.

“There are a lot of reasons to
be proud of what this project rep-
resents for others, and for what
people can do when they decide to
get involved and they partner to-
gether and support each other,”
Mayor Herbert Gears said during

ceremony’s opening remarks. “The
beneficiaries of what you are look-
ing at today are going to be chil-
dren, seniors and people who need
primary care. The beneficiaries are
going to be you and I or anybody
else who may find themselves in
the emergency room at Baylor Hos-
pital, because instead of a much
longer wait we have better man-

it relates to the innovation of our
country. Other nations are produc-
ing more math and science teach-
ers who are producing more sci-
entists and engineers,” she said.

Programs developed by pri-
vate companies and foundations
can inspire creativity in teachers.

“We believe that we have to
start doing more programs like this
to help teachers to teach math and
science, and help students to see
the practicality of math and sci-
ence,” Ms. Evers-Manly said. “The
importance of this program is that
it helps to give teachers an oppor-

tunity to inspire young people, cre-
ate a wow factor and to really show
math and science right before their
eyes.

“The teachers are videotaped
and photographed on the flight.
Teachers are able to take all of that

Teachers in space, two local teachers learn practical lessons in physics during a zero gravity game of
‘toss the teacher.’

A ribbon cutting ceremony celebrates the community partnerships that built the Irving Health
Center.

See IRVING, Page 3

See ZERO, Page 5

See VIKINGS, Page 9



The Irving RamblerThe Irving RamblerThe Irving RamblerThe Irving RamblerThe Irving Rambler (214) 675-6493 (214) 675-6493 (214) 675-6493 (214) 675-6493 (214) 675-6493
irving@irvingrambler.com

Member of The  Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce -- The Irving Rambler is Copyrighted 2007

Stacey Starkey -Director
John Starkey - Publisher

The entire contents of this newspaper are the sole property of The Irv-
ing Rambler, Inc., with all rights reserved. Reproduction or use, without per-
mission, of editorial or graphic content in any manner is prohibited.

If you have an upcoming event, game scores, a press release, or inter-
esting story, please let us know.  The Irving Rambler encourages submission
of articles, facts, and photographs pertaining to the people, life, business, and
entertainment of Irving, Texas.

The Irving Rambler is published weekly by Irving Rambler, Inc., P.O.
Box 177731, Irving, TX 75017.

The Publication of columnists’ views, as well as advertising, does not
constitute endorsement. The Irving Rambler reserves the right to reject or
edit any advertising.  The Irving Rambler, its publisher, and editor are not
responsible for errors in advertising.

The Irving Rambler Volume 4 Issue 31 is published weekly for $25
dollars a year by The Irving Rambler, Inc.  627 S. Rogers, Irving, TX 75060.
Periodicals postage pending at Washington, DC, and additional mailing of-
fices. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Irving Rambler, P.O.
Box 177731, Irving, TX 75017.

You can subscribe to The Irving Rambler for $25 per year. The Irving
Rambler is also distributed throughout Irving in businesses and public areas.

Deadline for the submission of articles and advertising is noon Monday,
prior to the publication date.  All submitted articles are subject to editing.  Opin-
ions expressed in submitted advertisements, articles, editorial, or commentary
are those of the writer, and not necessarily those of The Irving Rambler, the
publisher, editor, or any staff member. All articles, press releases, photographs
and other materials submitted become the property of The
Irving Rambler.

INTERNET  www.irvingrambler.com
E-mail  irving@irvingrambler.com

 August 30, 2007 www.irvingrambler.comPage 2 The Irving Rambler

POLICE & FIRE
B u r g l a r y
H a b i t a t i o n :
08-24-07 at
4:04 p.m.  The
m a i n t e n a n c e
man at the Brit-
tany Place
A p a r t m e n t s

heard glass break and observed a
male enter apartment #130. He
called IPD and then detained the
subject as he exited the apartment
until IPD arrived. The subject had
property on him that was linked to
the apartment by the complainant
and was taken to jail. 
 
Fatality Accident/ Freeway Clo-
sure: 08-25-07 at 2:20 a.m.  Units
were sent to an accident involving
a pickup truck hitting a Semi trac-
tor trailer rig westbound 183 at
Carl. On arrival police found the
pickup truck on fire and stuck un-
der the rear of the
trailer. Witnesses said the driver of
the pick up passed them at a high
rate of speed and ran into the rear
of the trailer, which was traveling
at a normal speed. The driver was
pinned inside the pick up and was
killed. State Highway 183 west-
bound was shut down for several
hours and traffic was diverted onto
the north service road. South
bound Loop 12 ramp to W/B 183
was also shut down. 
 
Fatality Accident/ Freeway Clo-
sure: 08-25-07 at 4:24 a.m.  A ve-
hicle was traveling at a high rate
of speed westbound Walnut Ridge
merging onto westbound, south

service road S.H. 114. The driver
said a dog ran in his path so he
“slammed on the brakes” to avoid
the dog. The driver lost control,
slid off the road into the grass me-
dian between 114 and the south
service road and struck a sign post
tearing vehicle one in half. The
right rear passenger was killed. All
occupants were wearing their
seatbelts. 
 
Pursuit/DWI: 08-25-07 at 4:42
a.m.  Officers were dispatched to
a “one down” at Carl Rd and 183
where they found a female passed
out and slumped over the wheel at
that intersection. Officers at-
tempted to contact the driver who
woke up and fled. Officers success-
fully deployed the spikes at SH
161, but driver continued into the
airport where she ran through the
south toll plaza and finally stopped
at the north toll plaza where she
was arrested.
 
Aggravated Assault (Stabbing):
08-25-07 at 9:00 p.m.  Baylor Irv-
ing called in a stabbing that was
brought into their emergency
room. The complainant was inter-
viewed by officers. The complain-
ant said he was at the Carnival in
the 1000 block of W Airport free-
way (old Sack and Save) when two
males jumped him to rob him.
They stabbed him when he fought
back. Complainant said he called
family, and they arrived at the Car-
nival and then took him to the
hospital. The family said he just
showed up at their house on

Hughes, and the complainant was
already injured, so they took him
to the hospital.

Police Pursuit: 08-27-07 at 11:00
p.m.  An officer stopped a vehicle
for running a stop sign. When the
officer approached the vehicle, it
fled southbound on Irving Heights
and down two side streets. The
vehicle continued southbound on
Irving Heights and attempted to
turn into the Brittany Place Apart-
ments, but struck a small rock re-
taining wall causing about $100
damage, and the driver fled on
foot. The driver was caught after a
short area search. The driver was
charged with auto theft and felony
evading.

Aggravated Assault: 08-27-08
at 6:10 p.m.  The complainant is
an employee 4M Tire Shop. He put
a tire on the suspect’s vehicle. The
suspect became enraged and began

pushing and cussing at the com-
plainant. The suspect took a screw-
driver from his pocket and threat-
ened to kill the complainant with
it several times. The suspect then
fled the location. The offense was
witnessed by others, one of which
was another customer.

Police Pursuit: 08-27-08 at 7:34
p.m.  An officer attempted to stop
a suspect on traffic. The suspect
fled through the Sierra Point apart-
ments and then fled on foot. After
finding paperwork in the suspect’s
vehicle, the suspect was located at
his apartment and was taken into
custody without incident. Suspect
was charged with DWLI, Felony
Evading and no insurance.

Burglary of a Motor Vehicle/
Arrests: 08-29-08 at 10:30 p.m.
An officer encountered a suspi-
cious person in a vehicle parked
in a driveway in the 2300 block of

One vehicle fully involved with no exposures. Mitigitated
quickly by engine crew. Two elevator rescues, one of which,
had one occupant.
Ambulances went into overload twice.

The structure fire call was in the 1100 block of Perry Rd.
for smoke coming from a closet. The first alarm companies in-
vestigated and found the source to be burnt food on a stove.

Ambulances went into overload twice.

Irving Fire Department responded to 216 incidents.
The Fire incidents

86 Miscellaneous Fire
        and Rescue Calls
  3 Structure Fires
  3 Special Operations
  2   Vehicle Fires

Comments:

Medical calls
9 Major Accidents
48 Major Medical
15 Heart Attacks
16 Difficulty Breathing
24 Trauma Related
10 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary Aug 23 - 28, 2007

08-23:

08-26

Southlake. A nearby car alarm was
audible. The officer found that the
source of the alarm was a Toyota
4-Runner with a smashed window.
The vehicle owner had been alerted
by his alarm and confirmed that a
Burglary of a Motor Vehicle had
just occurred. The officer found his
detainee’s accomplices walking
toward the location where he con-
tacted the suspicious vehicle. All
three were ultimately arrested. The
occupant of the suspicious vehicle
was charged with possession of
drug paraphernalia and possession
of Xanax. The two accomplices
were charged with vehicle bur-
glary. 

Shooting: 08-30-07 at approx.
4:55 a.m.  Irving officers re-
sponded to a disturbance in an
apartment at 4254 W. Pioneer
Drive (Creekwood Apts) and found
that Joseph Lee Simpson (a black
male, age 20 of Balch Springs) had
gone over to his ex-girlfriend’s apt.
She came outside and left the lo-
cation after his arrival. Simpson
forced his way into her apt and got
into a confrontation with a man
inside described as being the cur-
rent boyfriend of the resident. Dur-
ing that confrontation, the boy-
friend was shot multiple times. He
was transported to Parkland hos-
pital and indications were that the
injuries were serious but not con-
sidered life threatening at that
time. Parkland identifies him as a
being a 19-year-old. Officers re-
covered the weapon used and took
Simpson into custody; he was then
transported to the Irving City Jail
where he was booked on a charge
of Aggravated Assault with a
Deadly Weapon.

The Irving Police Department
implemented several programs and
initiatives to help the city become
safer.

Officers have been trained to
use problem-solving methods,
which allow police officers to bet-
ter resolve issues by identifying
and addressing the root causes of
problems in their areas.

“Officers can be more effective
when they partner with the com-
munity to eliminate problems
rather than repeatedly address
symptoms of the problem,” Police
Chief Larry Boyd said. To enhance
this effort, officers continue to im-
prove their beat management plans
to help them focus on reoccurring
issues that exist within their areas
of assignment.

Police commanders hold regu-
lar meetings to review crime sta-
tistics, which allow them to
quickly identify emerging crime
trends, implement responses and
evaluate results. The department is
working with crime watch groups

and local school districts in a joint
effort to strengthen crime preven-
tion strategies.

Illegal activities at apartment
complexes also are being addressed
by Irving police. Responsible
apartment owners who wish to
keep their communities crime free
are encouraged to join the Police
Department’s Crime Free Multi-
Housing Program. Police are work-
ing closely with Code Enforcement
staff to zero in on complexes that
are not being managed well, with
focused efforts to significantly re-
duce crime and disorder.

“The Police Department
stands ready to partner with well-
managed apartment communities
that seek to provide a safe and
high-quality environment for their
residents,” Boyd said. “However,
apartment communities that have
demonstrated a track record of ir-
responsible management will be
held strictly accountable, as well
as the residents who live there who
violate the law.”

The Police Department also
participates in regular meetings
with Public Works/Traffic to dis-
cuss high accident and traffic prob-
lem locations. Decisions about
where to deploy traffic enforce-
ment officers, as well as engineer-
ing changes, have resulted in a re-
duction of accidents at several in-
tersections.

In an effort to reduce DWIs
and other alcohol-related distur-
bances, the Police Department is
aggressively enforcing the sale of
alcohol at restaurants. Businesses
that receive multiple complaints
will be thoroughly investigated.

Residents can do their part to
help by joining the Police
Department’s e-mail list and the
CrimeWeb to heighten awareness.
Those who want to help ensure a
safer community can participate in
the next Citizens Police Academy.
For details on how to participate
in these programs, call the Irving
Police Department at 972-721-
2518, or visit
www.cityofirving.org/police.

PPPPPolice step up efforolice step up efforolice step up efforolice step up efforolice step up efforts to increase public safetyts to increase public safetyts to increase public safetyts to increase public safetyts to increase public safety



214-675-6493The Irving Rambler  August 30, 2007 Page 3

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
September 2    Irving Heritage
House - For a view of yesterday,
visit the Irving Heritage House, lo-
cated at 303 South O’Connor, be-
tween the hours of 3:00 and 5:00
p.m. Admission is free and docent
led tours are provided. Built in
1912, the Heritage House is a re-
stored pioneer home. For informa-
tion, call 972-252-3838 or visit the
web site www.irvingheritage.com.

September 2    Spiritual Leader
- Pramukh Swami Maharaj, the
present spiritual leader of the
BAPS Swaminarayan Sanstha,
will spend four days in the Dallas
area starting in late August. A cel-
ebration of the Swami’s visit and
the historical commemoration of
the 100-year anniversary of BAPS
will take place at 9:30 a.m. at the
Grand Hyatt DFW. BAPS is a
socio-spiritual Hindu organization
with roots in the Vedas, the oldest
scriptural texts of Hinduism. 

A Mandir, or Hindu temple,
is planned to be built in Irving. For
more information, call Paresh
Patel at 972-841-1727.

September 3    Office Closings -
City offices will be closed Sept. 3
for Labor Day. All offices will re-
open at their regular hours on Sep.
4. City libraries will be closed Sep.
2-3. There will be no residential
trash or brush collection on Sep.
3, nor will there be any curbside
recycling service. The city’s drop-
off recycling centers and landfill
at 220 W. Hunter Ferrell Road also
will be closed on Labor Day. All
city recreation centers will be
closed. The city’s swimming pools
will be open except for West Park
Pool, and Heritage and North Lake

aquatic centers. The Irving Arts
Center will be closed Sep. 3 and
will reopen at its regular hours on
Sep. 4.

September 4    Silvertones Cho-
rus - Irving Silvertones Chorus
will be starting their 2007-2008
Season, with rehearsals beginning
on Sep. 4 at 6:00 p.m., in the choir
room of Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church, 1615 W. Air-
port Freeway. The members are
senior volunteers, 50 years and
older, donating their time and tal-
ents to rehearse and perform, pre-
senting their love of music to the
community. Performances include
old favorites such as Broadway to
Country/Western, as well as patri-
otic, popular and sacred. For more
information, please call Buddy
Byrd, President, at 972-255-2797,
or Woody Schober, Director, at
972-790-4101.

September 4    Circle I Square
and Round Dance Club - Circle I
has been an active club in Irving
for 54 years. We have so much fun
that we would like to share it with
the community. We dance regularly
on the 2nd and 4th Fridays of each
month at Senter Park East. In or-
der for you to know more about our
club and activity, we are having a
“Kick-Off Hot Dog Supper” Sep.
4 at 7:00 pm at Lee Park Rec. Cen-
ter, 3000 Pamela, Irving. This will
be the beginning of a series of les-
sons that are fun, good exercise,
and will last through Nov. 15. The
lessons are stress free and easy-
going. Come join us and bring your
friends with you. Reservations are
required.  Please contact Robert
and Pat Walker at 972-255-6711

or r2p2walk@tx.rr.com. More in-
formation is available at our
website www.circlei.org.

September 5    Veterans Memo-
rial Park - A plan review and pub-
lic input meeting for Irving Veter-
ans Memorial Park is set for 6:30
p.m. at the Central Library Audi-
torium, 801 W. Irving Blvd. Plan-
ning and design has begun on the
second phase of memorial park,
which is located on the east side
of the Irving Central Library. Plans
are being developed by MESA
Design in conjunction with the
Veterans Memorial Park Commit-
tee. Plans will be based on the
master plan previously prepared by
MESA Design. The first phase of
the project was completed in 2004.
This next phase is scheduled to be
completed spring 2009.

September 6    Hispanic Heritage
Month - Irving Arts Center Focus
Gallery, 3333 N. MacArthur
BLVD, Irving 75062. Presented by
Irving Arts Center and Hispanic
Yellow Pages Network – Cultur-
ally-rich exhibition featuring art
from the 2007 Arte de America
Hispana yellow pages contest. The
annual competition challenges lo-
cal artists to create a cover for the
Directorio en Español, showcasing
the rich and diverse Hispanic heri-
tages found in the Metroplex. The
winning artist receives their art-
work on the cover of the 2007-2008
Directorio en Español. FREE.
www.IrvingArtsCenter.com
 
September 6    JumpSTART
Storytime – Up, Up and Away
(children/family event)
Presented by Irving Arts Center

and Irving Public Library at  10am
in the Irving Arts Center, 3333 N.
MacArthur Blvd.  JumpSTART,
Stories and Art: FREE story time
with a hands-on art activity to fol-
low. September’s theme is “Up, Up
and Away.”
 
September 7    Rodgers &
Hammerstein’s Carousel - Pre-
sented by Lyric Stage - Hear Car-

ousel the way Richard Rodgers
intended it to be heard – with a 40-
piece orchestra! Carousel is Rich-
ard Rodgers and Oscar
Hammerstein, II’s favorite of all of
their musicals. If I Loved You, June
is Bustin’ Out All Over and You’ll
Never Walk Alone are just three of
the songs in this glorious score.
$20-45. 972-252-ARTS for tickets.

RUSH HOUR 3    PG13
12:45PM    3:00PM    5:15PM

7:45PM    10:00PM
RESURRECTING THE CHAMP

PG13
1:30PM    4:20PM    6:50PM    9:35PM

STARDUST    PG13
1:00PM    4:00PM    7:15PM

10:10PM
THE SIMPSONS MOVIE    PG13

12:40PM    2:45PM    4:45PM
6:55PM    9:30PM

LAST LEGION    PG13
12:35PM    2:50PM    5:05PM

7:40PM    10:10PM
HARRY POTTER    PG13

12:50PM    3:40PM    6:45PM
9:50PM

BECOMING JANE    PG
1:30PM    4:05PM    7:05PM    9:45PM

#BOURNE ULTIMATUM    PG13
1:00PM    4:30PM    5:00PM    7:15PM

7:50PM    9:55PM    10:25PM
SUPERBAD    R

12:30PM    3:45PM    7:30PM
10:15PM

NANNY DIARIES    PG13
12:30PM    3:00PM    5:30PM

8:00PM    10:20PM
WAR    R

12:55PM    4:10PM    6:40PM
9:05PM

SEPTEMBER DAWN    NR
1:40PM    4:10PM    6:55PM    9:20PM

RATATOUILLE    G
1:45PM

BALLS OF FURY    PG13
12:30PM    2:40PM    4:55PM

7:10PM    9:25PM
THE INVASION    PG13

1:45PM    4:50PM    7:20PM    9:40PM

Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater
Why wait in lines? PUCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

# NO PASSES * FULLY RESTRICTED

ward the future. (The Irving Health
Center) has come to fruition as a
result of that vision that previous
councils, our current mayor, and
members of our current council
had for this community. We are
working on other things like that
for this community that are
changes which will change the way
we look and will change what we
will become in the future. We are
practicing good leadership at that
level,” Mr. Gonzalez said.

When the Irving Health Cen-

ter opens to patients on Sep. 26,
the 36,600-square-foot health cen-
ter will be operated by Parkland.

“The integrated community
oriented primary care concept
came out of Israel and South Af-
rica,” Dr. Ron Anderson,
Parkland’s president and chief ex-
ecutive officer, said. “It was tak-
ing care of people who were dis-
enfranchised and unable to access
care. We stole that concept and
applied it. Now we have the larg-
est urban demonstration in the

world of this model. It really is
invested in public health, preven-
tion, integrating primary care into
the holistic form of care where you
get some specialty care hospital-
ization. You get a total package….

“We want this clinic to be a
medical home for people, not just
a way to avoid emergency medical
use. We can take care of families
here, and do the preventive inter-
ventions that will be helpful. We
want to provide a doctor, not a
trainee, but somebody who has

been physician who practices here
in the community.”

Dr. Anderson predicts the new
center will bring economic growth
to the area.

“I think we are going to be a
magnet for other things good for
Irving. Since we announced this
site, some nice housing has been
brought into this area, and we have
developed relationships with a
number of the religious organiza-
tions in the community. I think this

will be good for the health of the
community both economically and
from a medical perspective,” Dr.
Anderson said.

Designed to provide a wide
range of services, the Irving Health
Center will offer primary care, im-
munizations, dental care, nutrition
counseling, hearing/vision screen-
ings, cancer screenings and treat-
ment for acute and chronic health
problems such as diabetes, high
blood pressure and heart problems.

Irving Health Center heralds positive changes in community
Continued from page 1
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Margaret’s Corner

Margaret Lopez is an indepen-
dent writer for the Irving Rambler.  An
Irving resident for more than 12 years,
she and her husband have been mar-
ried for more than 40 years and have
four daughters and four grandsons

By Matt Mungle
Title: Death at a Funeral
Rated: R

There is something about Brit-
ish comedy that puts it light years
beyond anything American. It is a
known fact that every successful
sitcom in the states was stolen from
the Brits. And not just sitcoms but
just about every hit show in any
genre. So it is no surprise that the
funniest movie of the year and ac-
tually the funniest film since Little
Miss Sunshine is a British comedy,
Death at a Funeral. Written by
Dean Craig and directed by Frank
Oz (Yoda, The Muppets) this film
is laugh out loud from start to fin-
ish. It holds no punches and deliv-
ers off the wall characters in a cha-
otic plot.

When family and friends
gather for the funeral of a beloved
husband and father, little do they
know what secret is about to un-
fold. The secret, though big, is over
shadowed by everything else go-
ing on in the film. That allows for
humorous side stories. Peter
Dinklage (Elf, The Station Agent)
is the stranger who brings the se-
cret and as always delivers a re-
markable performance. While he
is battling it out with the de-
ceased’s two sons, Daniel (Mat-
thew Macfadyen / Pride and Preju-
dice) and Robert (Rupert Graves /
V for Vendetta), the rest of the fam-
ily are not fairing too well either.

Simon (Alan Tudyk / Firefly)

Comedy is dead onComedy is dead onComedy is dead onComedy is dead onComedy is dead on

informed. It also allows you to
meet other Moms and Dads which
is great, too. Parents, teachers and
students work together for the good
of the children.

Make it a point to attend a
meeting and see how you can help.
Even if you don’t have much time
or are a working parent, there are
many different opportunities to
volunteer, some of which don’t
take much time or require you to
be at the school during the day. Oh,
and Dad’s, some school’s also have
a Dad’s club. Contact your school’s
main office to find out what op-
portunities/needs exist and you
won’t regret it. I know from many
years of experience that being in-
volved in these organizations can
be very rewarding for both you and
your child.

In the midst of this hot
weather it is hard to believe that
Christmas is only 100 days away.
Mark your calendar to visit the Irv-
ing Arts Center during the Christ-
mas season. Every year they have
a Christmas tree decorating con-
test that area schools participate in.
’ll tell you more about that as the
date draws near. But now is a good
time to start some early Christmas
shopping if you want to spread out
the expense and avoid the crowds.

Again, have a happy and suc-
cessful school year. Knowledge is
power. Praying to make a differ-
ence.

Attend Church Sunday.
God Bless You.

Hi Irving!
School

is in Session. I
hope all children
have a great,
happy start to
their ‘07-‘08

school year.
Remember to have a healthy

breakfast every morning. Stay
away from sugary cereals as well
as pastries like donuts. Instead, try
some fresh fruit, yogurt, healthy
cereal, whole grain bagels, eggs,
oatmeal, 100% fruit juice, fruit
smoothie, etc. These days there are
many healthy (and tasty.) alterna-
tives. Also, make sure students of
all ages get plenty of rest. Just these
two seemingly small things can
make a world of difference in both
their attitude and performance in
school.

Congratulations to my grand-
sons, Matthew and Joshua, on their
first day of kindergarten. I can
hardly believe they are already in
school. They were very excited and
are enjoying making new friends.
I called my daughters and sons in
law to check on them as I remem-
ber when I first took my daughters
to school. My eyes had both tears
of joy and sadness. I was excited
and proud of them but I was going
to miss them too. I think I was also
a little sad they were growing up.
Relish these times as they will be
gone before you know it. I pray
God’s blessings on all the children
this year and always.

If you haven’t already joined
your school’s parent organization,
now is a great time to do it. It is a
great way to be involved in your
child’s school activities. The PTA/
PTO organizations allow parents
to volunteer and be involved and

Matt is a member of the North Texas Film
Critics Association (NTFCA) and hosts
the weekly syndicated Indie Rock Radio
Show Spin 180. Plus with his wife Cindy
they do a weekly radio feature, The
Mungles on Movies. For additional re-
views and interview clips visit
www.mungleshow.com.

steals the film as a nervous boy-
friend who wants only to make a
good impression on his future fa-
ther-n-law. When he is mistakenly
given a hallucinogenic drug in-
stead of valium it is all anyone can
do to keep him stable and focused.
He plays the part expertly and you
can’t help but laugh out loud at his
predicament. Hats off to Dean
Craig for taking a very somber
event and creating a worse case
scenario with such hilarity. He
turns a small gathering of mourn-
ers into a chaotic, family feud. The
ending of which will have you roll-
ing with laughter.

Death is rated R for language
and drug content. There is also a
scene of brief male nudity that is
non sexual in nature and non-of-
fensive. It is totally in the vain of
British humor. The language may
be your only concern as the F word
is pretty prominent and the Lord’s
name taken in vain a few times.
Though totally as comic relief it is
there regardless. If you love Brit-
ish humor and comedies that are
witty and at times over the top; this
film should be first on your list.
Oz who also directed Dirty Rotten
Scoundrels has returned with a
killer. I give it 4.5 out 5 eulogies.
Just know before you go. 

Mungles
on Movies

Provided by Janis Browning
North Lake College held its

Groundbreaking Ceremony for the
North Lake College North Cam-

pus on Aug. 16. The new campus,
located at the corner of State High-
way 121 and Sandy Lake Road in
Coppell, will include over 32,000
square feet of instructional spaces
and student support services.

The North Lake North cam-
pus will provide an accessible and
affordable alternative for the pur-
suit of higher education in the high
growth area of Northwest Dallas
County. Instructional spaces will
offer a state-of-the-art science
classroom/lab and computer labs.
The campus will deliver a wide
array of freshman and sophomore
academic transfer courses, devel-
opmental courses, and workforce
and continuing education classes
for professional development and
personal growth.

North Lake College is a mem-
ber of the Dallas County Commu-
nity College District.

Groundbreaking for North
Lake College North Campus

Getting the work started are Jeff Turner, Coppell ISD Superinten-
dent; Tim Brancheau, Coppell City Councilman; Doug Stover,
Mayor of Coppell; Dr. Herlinda Glasscock, North Lake President;
and David Geesllin, Coppell Chamber of Commerce Board
President.
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The Irving Schools Foundation
and the

Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamberof Commerce
invite you to attend.

Annual Education Luncheon

Keynote Speaker

TTTTTom Luceom Luceom Luceom Luceom Luce
Former U.S. Assistant Secretary of Education
CEO, National Math & Science Initiative

Introduction by

Rep. Kenny Marchant
United States Congress, 24th District

NOON Monday, September 17, 2007
Four Seasons Resort and Club
4150 North MacArthur Blvd. Irving, Texas 75038
Cost is $50 per person
For more information, call 972.215.5018

Please make your reservation before September 7th

GRAND OPENINGGRAND OPENINGGRAND OPENINGGRAND OPENINGGRAND OPENING

Good Grooming At Fair Prices!Good Grooming At Fair Prices!Good Grooming At Fair Prices!Good Grooming At Fair Prices!Good Grooming At Fair Prices!

$5 off
on first visit

Open 7 days a week

Walk-ins Welcome
Evenings by Appt.

R & D Dog Grooming
2811 N. MacArthur Ste B, Irving

Shop: 972-255-1048
Cell: 214-909-4769

Major credit cards accepted

back to the classroom and teach.
Kids are able see right before their
eyes their superhero teacher. The
teacher who stands before them all
through the school year, they can
see as a teacher in a weightless
flight. They can say, ‘Wow, my
teacher was an astronaut for a
day.’”

Prior to the flight, Marie Mor-
ris, Ph.D., assistant superintendent
for teaching and learning, was a
little nervous about the flight.

“I think it is going to be great
fun,” Dr. Morris said. “I am very
nervous, because I don’t like fall-
ing. I thought there would be feel-
ings like on a roller coaster, but
evidently that is not what you ex-
perience. When you reach the
simulated zero-G gravity, the bod-
ies just lift. I don’t think there will
be any falling sensation at all.

“Teachers with more enthusi-
asm are the big payoff. The teach-
ers are going to be so excited and
truly have an interest in science.
When we actually talk about fly-
ing, zero-G gravity, density and all
of the things related, these teach-
ers will have ideas on how to make
it very real for students,” she said.

Tamera Candelaria, a science
teacher with Houston Middle
School, looked forward to the
flight.

“I want to take a visual expe-
rience back to the students, so they
can see how science can transform
your life, and do big things with
it. This is an opportunity that if I
weren’t a science teacher, I would
never have. That is a really cool
thing,” Ms. Candelaria said.

“We are doing a lot of experi-
ments with water. We are inter-
ested to see how the cohesion qual-
ity of water causes it to stick to-
gether, how it moves, relates to
pressure on the water and how it
travels.

“Once this experience is over,
I think I will be elated. I will have
a stronger faith in God that He will
take care of me no matter what. I
also think I will feel empowered,
because I am afraid of flying in
airplanes. I have told myself that I
can’t expect my students to take
risks in the classroom if I myself
cannot do it,” she said.

Ann Mulvihill, secondary sci-
ence coordinator for IISD, antici-
pated a unique experience.

“This is an opportunity of a
lifetime for Irving ISD teachers,
administrators and coordinators,”
Ms. Mulvihill said. “We can’t wait
to experience it. Most of us are just
hoping that we don’t get embar-
rassed, because we don’t want to
get sick. We have math and sci-
ence experiments planned.”

Megan Kotula, a science
teacher at Austin Middle School
plans on integrating her experi-
ence with her upcoming lessons.

“It was fantastic. I loved it. I
brought an experiment with a he-
licopter. We are going to do the
experiment this week. So the kids
will see how the experiment works
with gravity, and they will also see
how it works with zero gravity,”
Ms. Kotula said.

After participating in the pro-
gram, Ms. Mulvihill seemed ready
to share her love of science.

“That was the most amazing
thing that I will probably experi-
ence my entire life. I feel absolutely
blessed that I was on that flight.
That just inspired me and moti-
vated me. I enjoy science, but that
is something to bring back to the
classroom and to bring back to
teachers,” Ms. Mulvihill said.

“I felt like I got to live out a
dream that most teachers and most
people will never get. I feel very
lucky,” she said.

It’s back-to-school time. As
children return to school, they
are part of a larger, nationwide
system of children, families,
and teachers, which are an es-
sential part of the American
experience.

  The amount of money
spent at family clothing stores
in August 2006. Only in No-
vember and December — the
holiday shopping season —
were sales significantly higher.
Similarly, sales at bookstores in
August 2006 totaled $2.1 bil-
lion, an amount approached in
2006 only by sales in January
and December.

For back-to-school shop-
ping, choices of retail establish-
ments abound: In 2005, there
were 24,659 family clothing

stores, 6,305 children and in-
fants clothing stores, 26,416
shoe stores, 9,501 office sup-
plies and stationery stores,
23,195 sporting goods stores,
11,077 bookstores and 9,589
department stores.

   The number of chil-
dren and adults enrolled in
school throughout the country
in October 2005 — from nurs-
ery school to college. That
amounts to about one-fourth of
the U.S. population 3 and older.
Pre-K through 12 Enrollment

Percentage of 3- and 4-
year-olds enrolled in school in
October 2005.

Percentage of children en-
rolled in kindergarten who at-
tended all day, as of October
2005.

   The projected num-
ber of students to be enrolled
in the nation’s elementary and
high schools (grades K-12) this
fall.

Projected percentage of el-
ementary and high school stu-
dents enrolled in private
schools this fall.

Percentage of elementary
and high school students who
were minorities, as of October
2005.

Percentage of elementary
and high school students with
at least one foreign-born par-
ent in October 2005.

Percentage of children 12
to 17 who participated in sports
as of 2003, which was the most
popular extracurricular activ-
ity. About one-third of children
this age participated in club ac-

tivities and 29 percent in les-
sons. Lessons include those
taken after school or on the
weekend in subjects like music,
dance, language, computers or
religion.

Percentage of children 12
to 17 who were enrolled in
school and academically “on-
track” (i.e., enrolled in school
at or above the grade level for
peers their age) as of 2003.

Percentage of children 12
to 17 who were in a special class
for gifted students or did ad-
vanced work in any subject,
such as honors and advanced
placement classes, as of 2003.

Percentage of children 12
to 17 who had ever attended or
been enrolled in first grade or
higher and had changed schools
at some point as of 2003.

  Number of school-
age children (5 to 17) who
speak a language other than
English at home, about one in
five in this age group. Most of
them (7.5 million) speak Span-
ish at home.

 Back to school 2007-2008 by the numbers

Back-to-School Shopping
$7.1 billion -

Students
75.8 million -

54%

70%

55.8 million -

11%

41%

22%

41%

24%

75%

42%

Languages
10.5 million

Editor’s note: The preceding data
were collected from a variety of
sources and may be subject to sam-
pling variability and other sources
of error. Questions or comments
should be directed to the Census
Bureau’s Public Information Of-
fice: telephone: 301-763-3030; or
e-mail: pio@census.gov. For per
item source information, visit
www.census.gov/press-release/
www/releases/archives/.

Zero graZero graZero graZero graZero gravity flight encourages teachers to pass lovity flight encourages teachers to pass lovity flight encourages teachers to pass lovity flight encourages teachers to pass lovity flight encourages teachers to pass love of math,ve of math,ve of math,ve of math,ve of math, science on to students science on to students science on to students science on to students science on to students
Continued from page 1

Teachers experience the sensation of being in space during zero gravity flight.
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425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

IN GOD WE TRUST

Metro (817) 498-7079
And our new location at

310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX
Metro (817) 477-3383

Visit Our Other Locations at
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Serving Irving For Over 35 Years

For Take Out Call SPECIALS
EVERY

DAY!

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

“““““Where   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”””””“““““Where   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”””””

Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking

All You Can Eat Food Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

Beginning September 4th Joe’s Coffee Shop
will be totally NON-SMOKING.

We thank you for your continued patronage!

Attention

Read the newspaper online atRead the newspaper online atRead the newspaper online atRead the newspaper online atRead the newspaper online at
www.irwww.irwww.irwww.irwww.irvingrambler.comvingrambler.comvingrambler.comvingrambler.comvingrambler.com

Provided by Dave Lemmon
Health care premiums rose an

estimated 7.4 times faster than
earnings for Texas’ working fami-
lies from 2000 to 2006, according
to a report issued today by the con-
sumer health organization Fami-
lies USA. In that six-year period,
health care premiums rose by
79.7% while median earnings rose
by only 10.8%.

The Families USA report is
the first to document these changes
on a state-specific basis. Among
the key findings in the report are:\
For family health coverage pro-
vided through the workplace in
Texas, annual health insurance

premiums in the 2000-2006 period
rose from $6,638 to $11,929 - an
increase of $5,291, or 79.7%.

Between 2000 and 2006, the
median earnings of Texas’ work-
ers increased from $23,032 to
$25,509, or 10.8%.

The disproportionately high
increases in insurance premiums
occurred despite the provision of
“thinner coverage” to workers -
coverage that offers fewer benefits
and/or that comes with higher
deductibles, co-payments, and co-
insurance, according to the report.
As a result, Texas families are pay-
ing more but receiving less in
health care coverage.

The Families USA report con-
cludes that the confluence of
higher health costs and stagnant
wages is causing a growing num-
ber of Texas families to join the
ranks of the uninsured and
underinsured. The number of non-
elderly uninsured people in Texas
is nearly 5,510,000 - approxi-
mately 27.2% of the non-elderly
population.

”Texas families have been hit
hard in the pocketbooks due to sky-
rocketing health costs and stagnant
wages,” Ron Pollack, Executive
Director of Families USA, said.
“As a result, Texans are paying
much larger portions of their pay-
checks on health care - and health
care is becoming less and less af-
fordable.”

The key findings in the report
provide data concerning premiums
for family health coverage as well
as individual coverage. They also
break out the premium costs paid
by employers and those paid by
employees. The key findings in-
clude:

For family health coverage in
Texas, the employer’s portion of
annual premiums in the 2000-2006
period rose from $4,879 to $8,637,
an increase of 77.0%.

For family health coverage,
the worker’s portion of annual pre-
miums rose from $1,759 to $3,293,
an increase of 87.2%.

For individual health cover-
age, the employer’s portion of an-
nual premiums rose from $2,220
to $3,660, an increase of 64.9%.

For individual health cover-
age, the worker’s portion of annual
premiums rose from $407 to $776,

an increase of 90.7%.
According to the report, these

fast-rising health care costs are
causing increasing numbers of
people to go into debt. The report
cites a study that found that more
than half of bankruptcies are now
due, at least in part, to problems
with medical costs.

”If this troubling trend contin-
ues, the health care affordability
crisis will get much worse and
many more Texans will become
uninsured and underinsured,” Pol-
lack said. “If earnings continue to
lag behind fast-rising health care
costs, Texans will face diminish-
ing economic and health security.
It is high time for national leaders
to address this growing problem
and make it a top national prior-
ity.”

The Families USA report is
based on data from the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau, the U.S. Department
of Labor, and the U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services.

For a copy of the report, visit
www.familiesusa.org/resources/
publications/reports/tx-premiums-
vs-paychecks.html.

Health care premiums rose
faster than earnings in Texas

Austin Middle School held its annual school supplies giveaway last Saturday with support from
the Irving Rotary Club, which donated $3,000 toward the event. Superintendent Jack Singley and
other Rotary Club members helped with the distribution of supplies

Supply Giveaway at Austin
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Initial Exam Cleaning
& Necessary X-Rays

New Patients Only Without Dental
Insurance

New Patient SpecialNew Patient SpecialNew Patient SpecialNew Patient SpecialNew Patient Special

$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00
Byron L. Mitchell, DDS
Cosmetic & General Dentistry

972-717-1100

By Jess Paniszczyn
IISD’s Athletic Director,

Coach Barnett, was recently in-
ducted into Texas High School
Athletic Directors Association’s
(THSAD) Hall of Honor.

“It was very exciting and un-
expected. I was nominated in
March. The inductees were voted
on at the state convention in Hous-
ton. Athletic directors from across
the state voted. Five members were
inducted in July,” Coach Barnett
said.

“To have your peers vote you
in means something. That means
a lot, because they know what I do
better than anybody. I work with
them, and I serve on the state board

of directors for the association.”
Coach Barnett is the second

IISD’s Athletic Director inducted
into the THSAD’s Hall of Honor.

“Being elected to the Hall of
Honor is a great honor,” Jim
Bennett, Irving High’s Athletic
Coordinator, said. “Coach Don Poe
prior to Coach Barnett was elected
into the Hall of Honor. Irving is
very fortunate to have had two
quality people, back to back.

“Coach Barnett is a tremen-
dous supporter of every kid in our
system. He does a great job, and I
would hope the people of Irving
would realize that.”

Other IISD coaches can look
up to Coach Barnett’s example.

Athletic director elected by
peers into Hall of  Honor

“We are awful proud of Coach
Barnett. It is great to have a men-
tor who is so well respected. He is
someone that we can learn from as
we work with him. It is a great
honor, and it is very well de-
served,” Brian Basil, MacArthur’s
Athletic Coordinator, said.

abroad in Rome have many oppor-
tunities for travel. Group tours to
places such as Florence and Venice
and a special 10-day trip to Greece
prepare them for independent ex-
ploration on other weekends and
during “10 day” where students
travel to locations such as Paris,
Ireland, Budapest and
Copenhagen.

Since 1985, Eternal Cities
(aka Reunione Roma), the popu-
lar study tour for alumni, college
students, teachers and families has
provided the experiences of the
Rome Semester in a condensed
program. This year it compared the
classical sites of Greece with the
intimate cities of Tuscany. In 2008
it will contrast Paris and Rome.
Other programs for adults have in-
cluded Shakespeare’s Renaissance
and Baroque Italy. In 2008, that
program will shift its focus to
Dante’s Italy. Additionally, UD’s
permanent campus  allowed the
University to develop several sum-
mer programs for high school stu-
dents.

For more information on UD,
the Rome Program and the vari-
ous summer programs abroad, con-
tact the Rome and Summer Pro-
grams Office at 972-721-5181;
u d s u m m e r @ u d a l l a s . e d u ;
www.udallas.edu/romeprogram;
www.udallas.edu/travel.

Caitlin Sweet, Mary
Dougherty and Alexandra
Nakagawa, all of Irving, are three
of 99 University of Dallas sopho-
mores who left Aug. 29 for a se-
mester abroad on the University’s
campus near Rome, Italy. More
than 80% of undergraduate stu-
dents at UD participate in the Rome
Program totaling more than 6,000
students who have participated
since it was first offered in 1970.

During their semester in the
Rome Program, students take
courses from the UD Core Curricu-
lum in the place where much of it
happened. They study Western
Civilization I, Greek and Roman
Tragedy and Comedy, Art and Ar-
chitecture of Italy and Greece, Phi-
losophy of Man and Western Theo-
logical Tradition. The students pre-
pared for this coursework during
their freshman year when, along
with other assignments, they read
Homer’s Iliad, Virgil’s Aeneid and
Dante’s Divine Comedy.

“Ask any UD student what was
one of the most important things
that attracted and attached them to
the University and they promptly
answer ‘The Rome Program,’”
Becky Davies, director of the Rome
and Summer Programs Office at
UD, said. “Everything comes to-
gether in that semester.”

In addition to this integrated
coursework, students studying

Students study abroadStudents study abroadStudents study abroadStudents study abroadStudents study abroad
at UD’at UD’at UD’at UD’at UD’s Rome Campuss Rome Campuss Rome Campuss Rome Campuss Rome Campus



OBITUARIES

FOR SALE
One Cemetary Lot

Oak Grove Memorial Park, Irving
Setion A, Lot 21, Block 5

Current Memorial Park Price
$3,790

Our Price $2,500
($1,290 savings)

Call Winston Bell
817.281.8031 or

817.692.7853

We Provide The Personal Touch
David & Carla Davis,

Owners & Licenced Funeral Directors

972-259-7644129 S. O’Connor
Irving, TX 75060

Irving’s oldest funeral home

Chapel of Roses
Funeral Home

1225 E. Irving Blvd. 75060
972-554-1031

Owned & Operated by the Chism & Crouch
Families

Directors:
Harrell Chism
Charlotte Chism Waldrum

Offering:
Traditional Funeral Services
Cremation & Military Services

sons Steve Grantland and wife
Kara, and Mac Grantland and wife
Alexia, all of Colleyville; brother
Tommy Grantland and wife Billie
of Irving; and grandchildren Tyler,
Zachery, Cade, Brynlie, and Gavin.

Funeral services were held
Aug. 27 at Fellowship Church,
Grapevine. Interment followed at
Bluebonnet Hills Memorial Park,
Colleyville. If desired, memorial
donations may be made to Baylor
Cancer Center or Fellowship
Church. Arrangements were made
by Brown’s Memorial Funeral
Home.

BEEDY WHITE
Beedy White, age 86, a resi-

dent of Irving for 65 years, died
August 27, 2007 in Irving.

Born Nov. 22, 1920 in
Kenefic, OK to William Carrell
Willis and Donia Patterson Willis,
she married Ernest O. White in
1941 in Oklahoma.

Beedy was preceded in death
by her husband, Ernest and three
children, Sandra Parrish, Douglas
White and Ernest M. White. Sur-
vivors include her daughter,
Debbie Ehart of Irving; son, Eddie
White of Florida; four grandchil-
dren, Melissa Yang, Daniel White,
Brandon Ehart and Angela
Parrish; and, sister, Abbie Paris of
Dallas.

A visitation was held Aug. 30
at Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral
Home. A graveside service fol-
lowed at Oak Grove Memorial
Gardens in Irving.

CHARLES L. HALE
         Charles
L. Hale died at
his home Au-
gust 24, 2007.

He was
born in
Decatur, TN,
Aug. 9, 1927,
the 7th child of

Allen Thurman Hale and Hester
Godsey Hale. He graduated from
Tyner High School, Chattanooga
TN 1945. After serving in the US
Navy from July 21, 1945 to Aug.
13, 1946, he then served in the
Navy Reserve to April 7, 1949. He
joined the US Army on April 8,
1949 and served until Aug. 31,
1968. He was commissioned 2LT
at Fort Benning GA, Aug. 1, 1951.
He completed Airborne and
Jumpmaster schools before being
ordered to Korea. Following Ko-
rean duty he entered Special Forces
training at Fort Bragg, NC. He
graduated from Command and
General Staff College, Fort
Leavenworth, KS July 10, 1966.
Following an unaccompanied tour
to Korea he Commanded 7th Bat-
talion, 6th Infantry Regiment, 2nd

Armored Division at Fort Hood,
TX.

He retired from active duty on
Aug. 31, 1968 with the grade of
Lt Col. His military decorations
include Combat Infantry Badge,
Bronze Star, Army Commendation
with Oak Leaf Cluster, Purple
Heart, National Defense service
with Oak Leaf Cluster, United
Nations Service, Korean Service
Medal, and Republic of Korea
Presidential Unit Citation. His
badges include Master Parachut-
ist and Glider.

After retirement from the
Army, he made his home in Irv-
ing. He was active in coaching at
YMCA and the Irving Soccer
League. He worked in manage-
ment for Fox and Jacobs and Hale
Management Systems. He be-
longed to PPUMC and Namaste
Sunday School Class for over 40
years, SAR, MOWW, MOAA,
American Legion, VFW, and OCS
Alumni Association.

Survivors include his wife.
Sarah Hale; children, Mr. and Mrs.
Charles A. Hale, Mr. and Mrs.
Frank Stark, Major and Mrs. John
Charles Hale, Margaret Elizabeth
Hale; Sister Mr. and Mrs. Tommy
Beavers, Mrs. Hugh Sherrill, Mr.
and Mrs. Rex Goins, Mrs. Reba
Pickman, grandchildren Heather
Talbert, Andreas Hale, Sarah Hale
and numerous nieces and nephews.

A visitation was held Sunday
at Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral
Home. Services were Aug. 27 at
Plymouth Park United Methodist
Church in Irving. Interment was
at Dallas-Fort Worth National
Cemetery.  In Lieu of flowers me-
morials may be made to the Salva-
tion Army or MOWW (Youth
Leadership) c/o Captain Rollie
Stevens, 1919 Jesse Way, Corinth,
TX 76210.

REBECCA
IRENE GORDON

     Rebecca
Irene Gordon,
age 14, of Irv-
ing went home
to be with her
Lord and Sav-
ior on August
15, 2007 from
injuries sus-

tained in an auto accident. 
She was born on Sep. 9, 1992

in Bedford, TX to Joe and Twila
Gordon. She attended Bowie
Middle School and would have
begun her freshman year at Nimitz
High School. Rebecca was active
in Drama and Choir during her
middle school years and loved vol-
unteering with the Boy Scouts. She
loved to help anyone do anything
at anytime and served joyfully in
her youth group at New Begin-
nings Fellowship on mission trips,
nursery work and children’s
ministries. She touched many lives
for the joy of the Lord.

Survivors include her parents,
Joe and Twila Gordon of Irving;
sister, Margaret Gordon of Irving;
brothers, Christopher Clements
and Joshua Gordon with of Irving;
maternal grandparents, Jim and
Linda Clements of Ruidoso, NM;
parental grandfather Joe Gordon of
Vernon, TX. 

A private family graveside ser-
vice was held Aug. 29 at Oak

Grove Memorial Gardens with a
memorial service held that evening
at New Beginnings Fellowship
Church with the Rev. Tim Hall
officiating. Chism-Smith Funeral
Home handled the arrangements.

BETTY COMBS
B e t t y

Combs, age 76,
a longtime Irv-
ing resident,
died August 27,
2007 in Irving.

B o r n
April 23, 1931
in Dallas to

Seburne B. Davis and Jessie Irene
Smith Davis, she was a follower
of the LDS Mormon faith.

Survivors include her chil-
dren, Dottie Little of Irving, Linda
Thompson of Cedar Creek Lake,
and Robert Seburne Combs and
wife Karla of Irving; daughter-in-
law, Vicki Combs of Fort Worth;
ten grandchildren; twelve great
grandchildren; sisters, Ethel Davis
of Irving and Shirley Henry of Palo
Pinto; and, her companion, Larry
McCleary of Dallas.

Visitation was at the funeral
home. Service was Aug. 30 at
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
Chapel. Interment followed at Oak
Grove Memorial Gardens in Irv-
ing.

JIMMY RAY
HATFIELD

Jimmy Ray Hatfield, age 66,
of Irving passed away on August
9, 2007. 

He was born on July 18, 1941
in Colany, OK to Loyd and Rachel
Hatfield. Jimmy owned Windows
by Jimmy for over 40 years. He
loved life, his family, friends, his
horses and being outside. Life with
Jimmy was an adventure. 

Survivors include wife,
Dianna Hatfield, daughter, Susan
Delk and husband Garland; son,
Brad Hatfield and wife Dawn;
grandchildren, Chelsea Delk,
Cody Delk, Morgan Worsley. 

A memorial service was held
on Aug. 14 at Chism-Smith Fu-
neral Home. 

HENRY “MELVIN”
CLAY SNIDER

Henry “Melvin” Clay Snider,
age 76 of Irving passed away on
August 23, 2007.

He was born on Aug. 17, 1931
in Seminole, OK to Benjamin and
Della (Wilson) Snider. Melvin
married Shirley Lee Loague on
Feb. 22, 1957 in Ada, OK. He was
a veteran of the US Air Force and
made a career as a flight service
specialist for the FAA in Oklahoma
City, OK; McAlister, OK; and in
Dallas, at Love Field. Melvin loved

He is survived by his daugh-
ter, Mary Ann Wilmoth and hus-
band Danny of Virginia; son, Mark
Coppedge of Irving; grandchil-
dren, Anna Laura Coppedge, Me-
lissa Ann Wilmoth, Timothy
Daniel Wilmoth and Kathryne
Grace Wilmoth; and, brother, Wil-
liam Coppedge of Longview.

The family received friends
Saturday at Donnelly’s Colonial
Funeral Home. Services were held
Aug. 26 at The Episcopal Church
of the Redeemer in Irving, where
Robert was a member. The Rev.
Gail N. Gateley, celebrant. The
cremated remains will be interred
at a later date. In memory of Rob-
ert, live flowers may be sent to the
Madonna Garden at the church.

BILL GRANTLAND
B i l l

Grantland, be-
loved husband,
father, and
brother went to
be with the
Lord on August
23, 2007.

He was
born Dec. 5, 1930 in Dallas and
was a longtime Irving resident.
Bill served four years in the US
Navy on an ammunition ship dur-
ing the Korean War. He was hon-
orably discharged on April 30,
1954. After leaving the Navy, Bill
served his apprenticeship as a
bricklayer under the G.I. Bill. Af-
ter a few months, he became a con-
tractor and was a builder and de-
veloper for many years.

He was smart, witty, and a
great leader. Bill loved gold and
his golfing friends. He also loved
Fellowship Church and his walk
with the Lord since joining the
church. He loved to travel and he
loved life. He will be missed by
family and friends.

Survivors include his wife of
51 years, Jo Grantland; daughter
Kerri Martella of San Diego, CA;

ELDON D. LEE
Eldon D. Lee, of Irving,

passed away August 24, 2007.  He
was born Aug. 23, 1919 in
Lampasas County, TX.

Survivors include sons James
D. Lee, and Brent Lee, both of Irv-
ing; daughters Peggy Hughes of
Euless, and Frances Pierce of
Grand Prairie; sister Faye Howell
of Coleman; 6 grandchildren; 7
great grandchildren; and 1 great-
great grandchild.

Graveside services were held
Aug. 28 at Pilgrims Rest Cemetery,
Evant, TX. Arrangements were
made by Brown’s Memorial Fu-
neral Home.

ROBERT R.
COPPEDGE

Robert
R. Coppedge,
age 78, a long-
time Irving
resident, died
August 21,
2007.

B o r n
July 6, 1929, he lived in Jefferson,
TX. He retired after 41 years as a
banker at First National Bank of
Dallas (Bank of America).

Robert was preceded in death
by parents, William O. and Mabel
McNeil Coppedge; wife, Kathryne
Coppedge in 1988; and sons, John
Robert Coppedge and David Carl
Coppedge.
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his children and grandchildren
wanting them to enrich their lives
with education and letting them
know they could be anything they
wanted to be.

Survivors include, wife
Shirley Snider of Irving; daughter,
Cathy Snider and husband Lloyd
Sargent of Elgin, TX; sons, Bruce
Snider of Irving, Scott Snider and
wife Jami of North Little Rock,
AR; grandchildren, Jason,
Maggie, Matt, Jonathan and Sarah
Snider.

A Graveside service was held
Aug. 27 at Morris Cemetery in
Morris, OK. Arrangements by
Chism-Smith Funeral Home.

ELIZABETH
ANN BALENFIEFEN

El i za -
beth Ann
B a l e n f i e f e n ,
age 64 of Loui-
siana, formerly
of Irving, went
to be with her
Heavenly Fa-
ther on Aug. 20,

2007 in Lafayette, LA. She was
born on Dec. 29, 1942 in Hillsboro,
TX to Deboy and Aline Wells, her
mother still survives. 

Ann is survived by daughters
Jean Balensiefen and husband
Patrick Gonzales, Karen
Rodriguez and husband Steven;
sons, David Balensiefen and wife
Michele, Paul Balensiefen and
wife Amanda, Mike Balensiefen
and wife Kathy; sister, Virginia
Garrison; brothers, Bobby Wells
and wilfe Mille, David Wells, Jr.
Wells and wife Paulette; Paul,
Tommy, James, Paul, Allie, John,
David, Mike, Amanda, Shannon,

Karlene, Danny Ray, Daniel,
Michael, Phillip, Patty; five great-
grandchildren, Sabastian, Jacob,
Alexis, Raven, Paige; and a host
of nieces, nephews and friends. 

A graveside service was held
on Aug. 24 at Oak Grove Memo-
rial Gardens. Chism-Smith Fu-
neral Home handled the arrange-
ments.

ROBERT CRUZ, JR.
Robert Cruz, Jr., age 55, of

Irving passed away on August 20,
2007. 

He was born on Nov. 10, 1951
in Abilene, TX to Robert and Rita
Cruz Sr. Bobby was a painter for
their family painting business. 

Survivors include, mother,
Rita Hernandez of Raton, TX;
daughter, Tammy Cruz of Irving;
sons, Robert Cruz III and wife
Rachel of Irivng, Brian Cruz of
Irving; sisters, Sally Alcantar and
husband Richard of Abilene,
Gloria Talamentes and husband
Joe of Garden City, TX, Rita Cortz
of Irving, Teresa Cruz of Garden
City, TX; brother Fred Cruz and
wife Linda of Garland, TX; 15
grandchildren. 

Bobby is preceded in death by
his father and a son Tim Cruz. His
ashes will be buried by his son at
Oak Grove Memorial Gardens.
Arrangements by Chism-Smith
Funeral Home.

ELMO DALE
ARMSTRONG

Elmo Dale Armstrong, age 77
of Irving passed away on August
15, 2007. 

He was born on February 14,
1930 in Wichita, KS to Harmon
and Mattie Haskins. Elmo was a

United States Air Force veteran
and worked as a meteorologist. 

Survivors include, wife Nora
Armstrong; daughter, Cynthia
Armstrong; son, Jack Armstrong
and wife Kara; grandchildren, Jack
Armstrong II, Sebastian
Armstrong, Justin Armstrong,
Esteban Fernandez-Armstrong
and Elmo Fernandez-Armstrong. 

A graveside service was held
at Dallas/Fort Worth National
Cemetery on Aug. 17.  Chism-
Smith Funeral Home handled the
arrangements.

VIVIAN
FRANCES PHILLIPS

Vivian
F r a n c e s
Phillips, age
82, of Irving
passed away on
July 29,
2007. She was
born on July 10,

1925 in Arlington, TX. 
Vivian married Plez Phillips

on Oct. 4, 1947 in Dallas, he pre-
ceded her in death on March 23,
1998. 

Survivors include, son Daniel
Phillips; sisters, June Allsoup,
Helen Underwood; grandchildren,
Kimberly Budnik, Nan Philips,
Megan Philips, David Philips and
Hannah Phillips. 

A memorial service was held
on Aug. 1 at Chism-Smith Funeral
Home.

BRENDA DARLENE
CESMAS

Brenda Darlene Cesmas, age
50, of Irving passed away on Au-
gust 11, 2007. She was born on
Feb. 6, 1957 in Marion, VA to Gar-
land and Maggie Hutton, they have
both precede her in death. 

She is survived by husband
Antelmo Cesmas; daughter,
Shenna Cesmas; son Shane
Cesmas; sisters, Betty Ann Patrick
and huband Ricky, Barbara
Johnson and husband Jeffery;
brother, David Hutton and wife
Angel; granddaughter, Abbey Mor-
gan. 

A memorial service was held
on Aug. 18 at Chism-Smith Fu-
neral Home.

JAMES
EDWIN GILBERT

James Edwin Gilbert, age 71,
an Irving resident for over 40
years, passed away on August 25,
2007 with his family by his side. 

Jim was born on Oct. 14, 1935
in Maryville, MO to James and Ha-
zel Gilbert. He married Betty Ann
Williams on Aug. 15, 1959. Jim
was an active member of Northgate
United Methodist Church for 30
years. He was a veteran, serving in
the United States Army. 

Jim was in the trucking busi-
ness first working for Red Ball
Motor Freight in the 1970’s and
then going to work for Landstar
Inway in 1981 until his retirement
in 2002. Jim’s real love was his
family and his grandchildren. 

Survivors include wife, Betty
Gilbert; daughter Jody McConnell
and husband Lee; sons, James Gil-
bert, Mark Gilbert and wife Diane;
brother, Larry Gilbert and wife
Pam; grandchildren, Haley Gil-
bert, Bryan Gilbert, Samantha Gil-
bert and Liberty McConnell. 

Funeral services were Aug. 28
at Northgate United Methodist
Church with interment at DFW
National Cemetery. Chism-Smith

Funeral Home handled the ar-
rangements.

MICHAEL ANTHONY
BENAVIDEZ

      Michael
A n t h o n y
Benavidez of
Irving passed
away August
26, 2007 in
Dallas. He was
born on Aug.
17, 1960 in

Waco, TX.
He is survived by wife Angie

Cantu of Irving; parents Garland
Benavidez and Gloria Romo; sons
Michael Benavidez, Jr. of Plano;
Justin Benavidez of Irving; daugh-
ter Misty Hulet of Irving; step-
daughter Rita Gloria Jerry of
Plano; brothers Eugene Benavidez
of England; Donald Benavidez of
Irving; Ralph Romo of Dallas;
Garland Benavidez, Jr. of Dallas;
sister Lisa Hulet of Waxahachie
and 5 grandchildren.

Funeral services were held
Aug. 30 at Brown’s Memorial Fu-
neral Home Chapel with Russell
and Robert Romo officiating. In-
terment followed at Oak Grove
Memorial Gardens.

OBITUARIES
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always excited about the possibili-
ties. We were in a transition year
last year as it was my first year as
head football coach. So we took
some bumps and bruises, and
hopefully, we learned from them,”
Coach Hohenberger said.

“We have a strong senior
class. Michael Anguiano has been
a three-year starter as linebacker.
Tim Warner has been a three-year
starter on the offensive side as
tackle. The center, Justin
McKnight; guard, Marvin
Martinez; defensive lineman, RJ
Clithero; quarterback, Cain Song;
and the list goes on and on. That
is why we are excited, because of
the senior leadership, the way they
compete and their work ethic.

“We feel like if we stay healthy
and the ball bounces the right way
for us, that great things can hap-
pen this year.”

Nimitz’ football program goes
beyond teaching the game, accord-
ing to the coach.

“The young men who leave

out of here, when they walk across
that stage and walk out of this
locker room for the last time, the
most important thing that we have
done as a program and as a foot-
ball staff is help develop young
men. The football games will take
care of themselves, the wins and
losses. I want parents and the com-
munity to know that if their child
plays football as a part of this ath-
letic program, that we are helping
nurture them and helping them to
be successful in life,” Coach
Hohenberger said.

Irving
Lots of strategic changes are

in store for Tiger fans. Irving
High’s team should be interesting
to watch as they strive to change
their fortunes.

“I think we are improved,”
Jim Bennett, Irving High’s Athletic
Coordinator, said. “Obviously, we
needed to. We have made some
really drastic changes. Offensively,

we have always been a two-back
with an I-formation. We are now
four wide all the time. Shotgun all
the time. And no huddle, which is
totally different for us offensively.

“In 2003, we went to the state
quarter finals, where we were beat
by Southlake. We were basing out
of a four-three front. We changed
to a three-four. Now we have gone
back. We are going to run with a
four-three, because it is what the
coaching staff is most comfortable
with.

“Chris Garza was a linebacker
last year, and we have moved him
down to defensive tackle and he
really had a great scrimmage the
other night,” Coach Bennett said.

“Offensively we have a num-
ber of kids. Our quarterback,
“Yogi” Gallegos, has already com-
mitted to TCU. We expect him to
have a great year,” Coach Bennett
said. “Ryan Shelley, Corbin
Bahcall, Charlie Crowe, and Trent
Lawrence are some of those senior

kids we expect to step up and play
well.

“We are hoping to turn the tide
from last season. I hope people will
come out, support us and watch.
Our kids have worked really hard.
I think we will be competitive. We
will be a fun team to watch, be-
cause of what we are doing on of-
fense. People will get their money’s
worth if they come watch us play.”

MacArthur
Stronger, returning players are

the Cardinals keys to success.
“We are excited about our

team,” Brian Basil, MacArthur’s
Athletic Coordinator, said. “We
have a lot of new football players.
They work hard and are excited to
be here. We are bigger, stronger,
faster overall physically, and we
think that is going to pay off for
us.

“Our running back, Edward
Wesley, is a returning starter. He
is verbally committed to play foot-

ball at UTEP next year. He is a
great player and a good kid. Iziah
Perry is a returning starter. He will
be the leading, returning receiver
in the district in terms of yardage.
He will also start on the defensive
side of the ball. John Kaye is an-
other returning starter and hard
worker. They have had a good
spring and a good fall so far.

“We want to be known for a
successful football program. Kids
who work hard, play hard and take
pride in the way that they repre-
sent their school. We have football
teams that have good kids, good
character and they work hard in
the classroom like they do on the
football field,” he said.

AdAdAdAdAdverververververtise intise intise intise intise in
The IrThe IrThe IrThe IrThe Irving Ramblerving Ramblerving Ramblerving Ramblerving Rambler
Call 214-675-6493
We offer a variety of cost

effective ways to reach your
customers

Continued from page 1

Vikings, Tigers and Cardinals look forward to football season
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Contact us at 214-675-6493 if your business would like
to sponsor the games section of the Irving Rambler.
Almost everyone likes to play games giving advertisers
a captive and entertained audience. We are considering
a variety games and puzzles. Sponsoring this section
would guarantee you could play your favorite game
every week.
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ADVERTISING PRICES
First 15 words $7.00
Each additional word $0.20

Bold, Caps, border $7.00

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.  When you place a
classified advertisement in the Rambler, we publish it online at no additional
charge. The Irving Rambler does not accept submission of an advertisement as
a commitment to publish.  Publication of an advertisement does not create an
obligation to continue publishing.  The Irving Rambler reserves the right to
refuse to publish any advertisement for any reason.  Ads promoting hate groups,
or including inappropriate material will not be published.  E-mail addresses
will only be published if included in the copy of your classified ad.

To purchase classified ads call
214-675-6493.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

HELP WANTED
Mike Overby, PE/CMC Principal & Owner
Express Personnel Services Dallas Metro Of-
fice 4070 N. Beltline Rd #126 Irving, TX
75038 972-258-4981 - Office 469-222-5559
- Cell An ISO 9001-2000 Certified Company
“Helping People Succeed” Link to our monthly
newsletter: www.expresspersonnel.com/news-
letters/e_exchange.htm HRTips: http://
employers.expresspersonnel.com/us/solutions/
hr-tip-archives.aspx

SALES POSITION
Local territory, established accounts, People
person, detail oriented, responsible, courteous,
articulate, computer literate, MS Office, email
and internet savvy opportunity for growth, ex-
perience preferred, call to 214-675-6493 to
discuss your opportinities

PIANO INSTRUCTION
Ronald Frost, M.A. Las Angeles Conservatory
of Music. Your home / my studio 972-286-6677

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES
FOR SALE-Hot Wheels Collection-Treasure
Hunts, Final Runs and many other series 972-
438-4522

$8 + Bonus scale$
Call Center Rep

No Exp Nec
F/T 12-8 & P/T 4-8 M/F

Call 972-929-4272

MOMENTS IN TIME
The History Channel

On Aug. 29, 1533,
Atahuallpa, the 13th and last em-
peror of the Incas, dies by stran-
gulation at the hands of Spanish
conquistadors. His execution
marked the end of 300 years of Inca
civilization.

On Aug. 31, 1888, Mary Ann
Nichols, the first victim of London
serial killer “Jack the Ripper,” is
found murdered and mutilated in
Whitechapel’s Buck’s Row. The
East End of London saw four more
victims of the murderer during the
next few months, but no suspect
was ever found.

On Sept. 1, 1928, Robert
Pirsig, author of “Zen and the Art
of Motorcycle Maintenance,” is
born on this day in Minneapolis.
More than 120 publishing houses
rejected the book before it was pub-
lished in 1974. It became a cult
classic, selling more than 4 mil-
lion copies in the next 30 years.

On Sept. 3, 1935, a new land-
speed record is set by Britain’s
famed speed demon Sir Malcolm
Campbell on the Bonneville Salt

Flats of Utah. Campbell and his
2,500-horsepower motorcar Blue-
bird made two runs over a 1-mile
course at speeds averaging more
than 301 mph.

On Sept. 2, 1969, science-fic-
tion television series “Star Trek”
airs its last episode. Although “Star
Trek” ran for only three years and
never placed better than No. 52 in
the ratings, the show spawned four
television series and nine movies.

On Sept. 4, 1972, U.S. swim-
mer Mark Spitz wins his seventh
gold medal at the Summer Olym-
pics in Munich. When terrorists
struck the Olympic village the next
day, Spitz, who is Jewish, was put
under armed guard and flown to
London out of fear he might be-
come a target.

On Aug. 30, 1980, Willie
Nelson’s single “On the Road
Again” entered the charts. The
song would eventually reach No.
1 and become an American clas-
sic. Restless spirits everywhere
lived by Nelson’s lyrics: “... I can’t
wait to get on the road again.”
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By Brynne Sissom

Valley Ranch Association and

Irving Parks and Recreation teamed

up once again to present the Great

Pumpkin Dash and Fall Festival on

Oct. 22.

According to James Smith,

director for Cimarron Recreation

Center, this autumn festival has

grown to become an event with an

attendance estimated at 1,500.

“The City had an objective of

getting the surrounding community

to use these facilities. Hosting this

festival was one part of the answer.

We brought in businesses, hosted

other events, and we have met the

objective. People know that

Cimarron Rec Center is here for

them,” Smith said.

“It began four years ago when

Diane McGuire of the Valley Ranch

Home Association and the Las

Colinas Credit Union were hosting

the 5K Dash. We asked to partner

with them and they agreed. After

that, we grew to twice the size. The

number of runners grew from 80 to

180, then to 360 the next year. This

year we had 495 registered runners

in the 5K. That is success. Comcast

added extra exposure through their

cable network. We added the chili

cook-off and the fall carnival to

round out the event. We are glad

the churches came in to add their

choir music, too.

“This is the first time we had

the health programs for the families.

They made child immunization

available; Baylor Hospital has a

presence; the Mayor sponsored an

event—that is a first. We keep on

finding new ways to entertain the

neighborhood and to make more

services available to the populace.

I’m grateful for the communication

between all the groups that made it

a successful event, and especially

to the volunteers. It couldn’t have

happened without them,” Smith

said.

Chris Calvery, Chairman of the

Great Pumpkin Dash, was also

pleased with the growth of the

carnival, race, and attendance.

“We have grown to include

sponsors from outside Valley

Ranch. We had 36 sponsorships,

total, 28 are in Irving; 13 of them

are in Valley Ranch. We were able

to raise $23,000 dollars, $11,500 of

that is for our beneficiary, the

American Stroke Association,

which is a division of the American

Heart Association,” Calvery said.

“I’d like to recognize our seven

presenting sponsors. Comcast

presented the second annual chili

cook-off; A
cademy Sports and

Outdoors presented the 5k Race;

Baylor Hospital presented the

health fair and the screenings; Dr.

Alicia Alvarez, DDS, sponsored the

Pumpkin Patch photo area; Mayor

Herb Gears sponsored the costume

contests for adults and kids; Ebby

Halliday Realtors presented the

famous pet costume contest, and

Heartland Fellowship Church

presented the kids games.”

“I’d like this to become an

event recognized city-wide. I was

pleased the way the large stage

worked. Having on-stage events

seemed to keep people there longer.

It would be a perfect place to have

a pumpkin pie-eating contest,

which has been suggested for next

year. The chili cook-off was a

success, except it was smaller this

year because the firemen weren’t

able to join us. We definitely want

more chili entries in 2006. We are

thinking of more food booths too.

“We had new people in the

race and attending the festival who

told me that they had never been in

this area before and saying how

beautiful it is
. That is the kind of

reaction I want to get. The Pumpkin

Dash is a good marketing tool and

it’s getting better,” Calvery said.

Great Pumpkin Dash and

Fall Festival 
create a Valley

Ranch tradition

By Jess Paniszczyn

The City of Irving hosted an

informational meeting on Oct. 25

in the Civic Center Complex to

discuss the Irving Health Center,

a Community-Oriented Primary

Care (COPC) clinic.

Scheduled to be built on a

ten acre site at 1910 N. Britain

road, the clinic will include a

womens clinic, pediatric/

adolescent clinic, adult/geriatric

clinic, dental clinic, psychology/

psychiatry services, pharmacy,

lab/radiology facilities, financial

services and two community

classrooms.

Mayor Gears served as

moderator for the evening while

a variety of speakers offered

information about the clinic on their

areas of expertise.

“In the beginning, we did a

study that showed that from 30,000

to 50,000 of our residents would

use a COPC if it w
ere available,”

Mayor Gears said. “The need really

illustrated itself very clearly to us.

Our grant board and the city

council have always been

supportive of this project from day

one. This is more than a 12 million

dollar project. The facility is really

going to be a significant asset to

the community and to our citizens.

We often talk about partnership.

This clinic is a partnership between

HUD, the federal government, the

City of Irving, the Parkland Hospital

System and the Baylor Healthcare

System.

“We are going to have a

40,000 square foot, Parkland

COPC in our city. We send

Parkland about 35 million dollars

a year in tax revenue to provide

services and indigent care to

our citizens, who right now have

to travel to Parkland’s main

campus. Other cities in the

county have had these clinics

for some time and now it is our

turn. It is going to be a

significant facility that will

provide services for up to

65,000 to 75,000 visits p
er year.

This clinic is going to go a long

way towards improving the

quality of life for a lot of people

in Irving.
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A computer generated preview of the Irving Health Center created by architectural firm, Sterling

Barnett Little, Inc.
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During the Homecoming Parade, Nimitz High School’s football team rides past on the back of a tractor-

trailer. Other Homecoming events include a Friday-night football game against the Bell Raiders, the
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Texas’ largest pinball/
gameroom show, the Texas Pinball
Festival, was held in the Holiday
Inn Select DFW over the Halloween
weekend, Oct. 28-30.

Participants paid a weekend fee
or a daily fee to play as many of the
more than 100 pinball machines,
arcade games and slot machines as
they wished. Gottlieb/Premier game
designers, John Osbourne and John
Buras, discussed pinball history
with participants on Saturday. The
event also included an outdoor
coin-op swap meet, a variety of
tournaments, costume contests and
vendors.

Event coordinator, Bob
Herbinson, pioneered the Texas
Pinball Festival four years ago.

“This years’ Texas Pinball
Festival was bigger and better than
ever,” Mr. Herbinson said. The
festival had about 100 machines.
Since we ended up presenting the
festival the last weekend in October,
we took a Halloween theme. We had
a kids and an adults Halloween
costume contest. There were some
really creative adult Halloween
costumes. The contest had two
categories – general costumes, and
pinball characters or pinball related
costumes. We had lots of

tournaments, games for sale and we
had a great show.

“To me, pinball is a real
physical game. A video game is an
image drawn on a screen by a
computer. If you take the same
sequence of steps in a video game,
you get the same results every time,
because it is preprogrammed. With
a pinball machine, the ball is
random. The ball moves according
to gravity and how good you are
with the flippers. Every game is
different in pinball; you can’t repeat
the same game twice. That is why
pinball appeals to me and I think
that is the appeal for other people,”
Mr. Herbinson said.

Paul McKinney of Cedar Hill
maintains a private collection of
pinball machines.

“The fascination that I have
with pinball is that it combines a
couple of things. It combines
electrical engineering, mechanical
engineering, but more importantly
it takes those concepts and
combines them with art,” Mr.
McKinney said.

“I collect various pinball
machines. I try to end up with a
couple from almost every
manufacturer throughout the

Pinball festival offers aPinball festival offers aPinball festival offers aPinball festival offers aPinball festival offers a
unique gaming eunique gaming eunique gaming eunique gaming eunique gaming experiencexperiencexperiencexperiencexperience

Over the past month area wing
fanatics have been flocking to
Buffalo Wild Wings restaurants to
help raise money for the Tarrant
Area and North Texas Food Banks.
Every person who completed the
restaurant’s Blazin’ Challenge at any
of the eight events raised $50 each
for the food banks.

Winston Wells, Buffalo Wild
Wings corporate regional manager,
personally oversaw the Blazin’
Challenge Championship.

“Buffalo Wild Wings really
focuses on getting involved in
communities and in great causes,”
Mr. Wells said. “Partnering with
La’Roi Glover and the North Texas
Food Bank was a great way for us
to give back. Every dollar that we
raise can provide up to six meals.
Our ultimate goal for this
competition is to raise $5,000 to give
on behalf of Buffalo Wild Wings to
the North Texas Food Bank. We
have opened up in Dallas pretty
aggressively and not many people
know what Buffalo Wild Wings is.
We really, truly focus on the
communities that we do business
in.

Local Buffalo Local Buffalo Local Buffalo Local Buffalo Local Buffalo Wild Wild Wild Wild Wild Wings hosts finals ofWings hosts finals ofWings hosts finals ofWings hosts finals ofWings hosts finals of
BBBBBlazinlazinlazinlazinlazin’’’’’® ® ® ® ® Wing Competition for charityWing Competition for charityWing Competition for charityWing Competition for charityWing Competition for charity

“Because this has been a
month long event, this is the final
of all finals. Tonight we will get to
present what we have been working

so hard for, a check to the North
Texas Food Bank, with the support
of La’Roi Glover and the entire

Ghouls, goblins, and creatures of every description take a brake from the excitement of MacArthur
Baptist Church’s Fall Festival, which included karaoke and two stories of free games.

YYYYYoungsters dress for  fall festivalsoungsters dress for  fall festivalsoungsters dress for  fall festivalsoungsters dress for  fall festivalsoungsters dress for  fall festivals,,,,, Hallo Hallo Hallo Hallo Hallowwwwweeneeneeneeneen

Have wings will watch football, Nick Cathcart speaks with La’Roi
Glover after sacrificing his taste buds for an all expense paid trip to
see the Cowboys play in New York.

See COMPETITORS, Page 10

See PINBALL, Page 5

Only the most serious of tournament players like Daniel Conkle and
Layton Gant (5) attempt the Donkey Kong Challenge.
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By Brynne SissomAs part of the City’s effort to

get feedback from residents and to

update the City’s Comprehensive

Plan, residents from across the city

gathered last weekend at the First

Baptist Church in south Irving for

three days to consider changes,

voice concerns, and to put forth a

vision of where they want the city

to be in 20 years time. This recent

effort, called “Building the City of

Choice,” coupled with the

suggestions and inspiration from

the three guests featured in the Fall

Speaker Series, will help city

officials 
update 

the

Comprehensive Plan.Jerry Sparks, Development

Coordinator for the City,

participated Friday evening as a

resident.
“The Comprehensive Plan is a

living document. It is written, but
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Voters also had the

opportunity to vote on nine

proposed amendments to the Texas

Constitution. Statewide more than

12.5 million people voted.
In the state’s most widely

publicized amendment, Prop. 2,

which defines marriage as a union

between one man and one woman,

76% of voters approved the

amendment. Voters strongly

approved Prop.4 with 84% of the

votes. Prop. 4 allows felony

defendants’ previous violations of

release to be considered during a

bail hearing.Of the nine amendments,

voters approved all the proposed

amendments except Prop. 5 and

Prop. 9. Prop. 5 would have allowed

exemptions to interest rate ceilings,

specifically for the commercial loan

industry. Prop. 9 would have

extended the terms of Regional

Mobility Authority board members

from two years to six years.

More than 11,500 Irving voters

headed to the polls Nov. 8 to vote

on amendments to the City Charter.

All nine amendments were

approved.
Amendment number 8, which

brings the City Charter in alignment

with state law allowing owners of

homestead property two years to

pay taxes and penalties in order to

recover property sold for taxes and

gives owners of other real estate

six months to reclaim their property,

received the largest number of ‘For’

votes.
Amendment number 9, which

provides for special elections to be

held in the event of the resignation

of a council member or mayor,

received the least number of

‘Against’ votes.

According to the unofficial results, amendments to the City

Charter passed with the following number of votes:

Amendment Number 1 -   8,438 For  3,143 Against

Amendment Number 2 -   7,967 For  3,509 Against

Amendment Number 3 -   8,129 For  3,256 Against

Amendment Number 4 -   7,858 For  3,356 Against

Amendment Number 5 -   7,108 For  4,455 Against

Amendment Number 6 -   7,328 For  3,842 Against

Amendment Number 7 - 10,051 For  1,224 Against

Amendment Number 8 - 10,391 For  1,191 Against

Amendment Number 9 -   9,956 For     607 Against

Texas Constitution amendments

we can change it and go where we

want to be,” Mr. Sparks said.
Kevin Kass, Long-range

Planner for the City, organized the

weekend.
“Every three to five years or

sooner, we need to make

adjustments to the Comprehensive

Plan. The Fall Speaker Series kicked

off our current effort to reconsider

the Plan. Those speakers helped

engage us in discussion. The

retreat was the first time residents

actually spoke in a public forum,”

Mr. Kass said.“At this point, we want to

gauge how well the weekend

worked and take it out to different

groups in a shorter form. We know

that some didn’t participate

because of work, and we still want

to reach them. To reach everyone,

it takes building bridges, and that

takes time. We will take what we

learned from the retreat and

assemble our work plan from it.

What residents showed us was how

and where to prioritize projects.

They also helped us confirm some

of our estimates about what was

needed,” he said.Some residents stayed for the

entire event, others participated as

their schedule allowed. A complete

compilation of the weekend is being

assembled and will be given to city

officials for them to consider as

further decisions are made.
Attendees broke into groups

to discuss solutions to issues such

as “safety and security,” “cultural

diversity,” “building vital vibrant

neighborhoods,” and “visions of

Irving 20 years from now.”
After 

discussions,

representatives gave short

By Brynne SissomThe Irving Veterans

committee laid a wreath at

Veterans Memorial Park last

Sunday, Nov. 6 to honor those

soldiers who gave their lives in

battle. In conjunction with the Parks

and Recreation Department and the

Heritage Center, committee

members, veterans, and families

gathered to pay tribute to soldiers

currently serving and those

killed in action.Ann Danford, secretary of

the Veterans Committee, was

pleased with the support from

many organizations.

Wreath laid in remembrance of fallen soldiers

Wreath laid in remembrance of fallen soldiers

Wreath laid in remembrance of fallen soldiers

Wreath laid in remembrance of fallen soldiers

Wreath laid in remembrance of fallen soldiers

The Marine Corps League color guard presents the American flag with honor during a wreath

ceremony hosted in Veterans Memorial Park.

See FALLEN, Page 6

Residents take part in creating a new Comprehensive plan for Irving.

See RESIDENTS, Page 3
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Why is everyone reading

The Irving Rambler?

Find out what is happening in your community. The people,
places and events that are important to you can be found in
every issue of The Irving Rambler. Schools, police reports,
obituaries and celebrations are brought to you by writers and
editors who live and have roots in Irving. We also focus on
stories about Irving’s past and stories that will effect the city’s
future.

Don’t be left out, subscribe today.
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25
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UCP of Metro Dallas
DIRECT CARE ATTENDANT
NEEDED in IRVING AREA.
Direct personal assistance w/daily activities in client’s

home (grooming, hygiene, & community).
Requires 1 yr exp working w/the disabled & reliable transportation.

Hours: M-W-F; 10:30 am-1:30pm
Contact:  Teresa Wilson

214-247-4544

Read the newspaper onlineRead the newspaper onlineRead the newspaper onlineRead the newspaper onlineRead the newspaper online
The Irving Noon Day Lions

Club was chartered in September
of 1957. They will celebrate this
milestone with a 50th Anniversary
Banquet at Las Colinas Country
Club on Sep. 15 at 7:00 p.m.

Past Lions District Governor,
Bill Melton, will serve as the guest
speaker. Karen Patton will present
a reenactment of Helen Keller’s
speech at the 1925 Lions Interna-
tional Convention, in which she
challenged the Lions to become,
“knights of the blind in the cru-

sade against darkness.” Much of
the service work done by the Irv-
ing Noon Day Lions Club, and all
Lions clubs, involves service to the
blind and visually impaired.

Prior members of the Irving
Noon Day Lions Club and past of-
ficers of the club are being sought.
They and other friends of the club
in the community are invited to
attend the celebration. For addi-
tional information, contact Mike
Davis at 972-401-1718. Leave a
message if there is no answer.

IrIrIrIrIrving Noon Daving Noon Daving Noon Daving Noon Daving Noon Day Lions Cluby Lions Cluby Lions Cluby Lions Cluby Lions Club
celebrates fifty ycelebrates fifty ycelebrates fifty ycelebrates fifty ycelebrates fifty years of serears of serears of serears of serears of servicevicevicevicevice
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MCDOUGAL COMPANIES PRESENTS
DOWNTOWN VISION TO CITY COUNCIL

Delbert McDougal, CEO of McDougal Companies
from Lubbock, briefed City Council this week, in
accordance with the memorandum of understand-
ing the City entered with the company, on a pro-
posed redevelopment of Downtown Irving and the
surrounding area to include mixed-use, retail, single
family and multi-family residential. McDougal em-
phasized that his plan will minimize the taking of
existing residential. He wants to create an environ-
ment that will attract professionals who work in
Las Colinas, but reside outside the city, and attract
those that work in Dallas or Fort Worth who want
to take advantage of the Trinity Railway Express to
live in a neighborhood environment reminiscent of
the early 1900s. McDougal stated that he envisions
an active retirement area to take advantage of the
City’s Heritage Senior Center and the many cul-
tural events in Irving, Dallas and Fort Worth. With
the increase in residents, additional, upscale retail
is anticipated. The City Council unanimously voted
to increase the credit enhancement to support the
McDougal redevelopment efforts. McDougal will
move forward with the project and construction.
 

THOMAS GROUP MAKES FORTUNE 100
FASTEST GROWING

SMALL PUBLIC COMPANIES.
Las Colinas-based Thomas Group, Inc., a leading
operations and process improvement firm, an-
nounced that Fortune Small Business magazine
ranked Thomas Group 14th on its annual FSB 100
list of fastest-growing small public companies. The
Fortune 100 Fastest Growing Small Public Compa-
nies List is based on percentage growth in earn-
ings, revenue, and stock performance over the past
three years for companies with revenues less than
$200 million and a stock price of more than $1.00.
This is the first time Thomas Group has been named
to the list.
 

$540 million. Pioneer plans to use the proceeds to buy
shares, pay down debt and possibly make other acquisi-
tions.
 

MEGA LIFE & HEALTH INSURANCE
SIGNS IRVING LEASE

Mega Life & Health Insurance leased 69,100 sq ft at
7501 and 7651 Esters Boulevard. The company offers
health and life insurance including annuity insurance
policies and related products to small businesses and
individuals. Peter Danna and Mike Kay of CB Richard
Ellis negotiated with Dennis Barnes and Rick Rensi of
CB Richard Ellis on the lease.
 

RINNAI AMERICA OPENS
LAS COLINAS OFFICE

MAMMEN GLASS AND MIRROR
RECEIVES MORE RECOGNITION

Inc Magazine named Irving-based Mammen Glass and
Mirror to its first list of the 5,000 fastest growing com-
panies in the United States. The company had sales
growth of 91.7% over the past three years. Mammen
was named the U.S. Chamber of Commerce’s Best Small
Business of the Year for its Southwest/South Central
Region.
 
PIONEER TO SELL CANADIAN OPERATIONS

Irving-based Pioneer Natural Resources, a Fortune 1000
company, announced that it has agreed to sell its Cana-
dian operations to Abu Dhabi National Energy Co for

Rinnai America Corp leased 8,275 sq ft in Las
Colinas at  7700 Bent Branch Drive. Rinnai offers
a wide product range of environmentally friendly
residential and commercial gas appliances includ-
ing tankless hot water heaters, fireplaces and kitchen
appliances. Kathy Permenter and Burson Holman
of CB Richard Ellis negotiated the lease on behalf
of PS Business Parks.
 

NOVARTIS PHARMACEUTICALS
IN URBAN CENTER

Novartis Pharmaceuticals, a leader in the discov-
ery, development and marketing of innovative pre-
scription medicines, leased 12,034 sq ft of office
space at 909 Lake Carolyn Parkway.  Bill Lokey,
John Fancher and Susannah Wallace of CB Richard
Ellis negotiated the lease.
 

THIRTY UNDER THIRTY
In its September 2007 issue, Dallas CEO magazine
has recognized the 30 rising stars of  DFW
Metroplex’s commercial real estate community who
are under 30 years of age. Those who are either
employed in Irving or are either Economic Devel-
opment Investors or Las Colinas Marketing Alli-
ance Investors include:  Lindsay Allen with
Transwestern, Marissa Anderson with Archon Hos-
pitality, Brant Landry with The Staubach Company,
Will Mundinger with Cousins Properties, Clay Roby
with Crow Holdings and Nathan Schubert with JPI.
 

WINNING WORKPLACES
Three Irving employers are finalists for the Greater
Dallas Chamber’s Alfred P. Sloan Award for busi-
ness excellence in workplace flexibility:  Accenture,
Direct Energy and the Irving Convention and Visi-
tors Bureau.
 
Irving Economic Development Partnership initiated
48 new projects this fiscal year for either relocation
or expansion in Irving.

WEEKLY
BIZ BRIEF

A business activity report by the Irving Economic
Development Partnership.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT INVESTORS
The Irving Economic Development Partnership would like to thank the following entities for

their continued support and investment in our program:

DIAMOND INVESTORS
City of Irving
Las Colinas Marketing Alliance

PLATINUM INVESTORS
Flowserve Corporation
Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP
Irving Convention & Visitors Bureau
TIAA Realty, Inc./Cousins

Properties Services

BRONZE INVESTORS
Archon Group
AT&T
Crow Holdings/Apollo R. E.
EF Johnson, Inc.
ExxonMobil
Frymire Services
Imlach & Collins Brothers
James Hardie Building Products
Knight Security Systems, LLC
Koll Development Company
Office Resource Group
Prediction Analytics
PS Business Parks
Reliant Energy
San Jacinto Public Affairs
Staffelbach Design Associates

GOLD INVESTORS
Aviall, Inc.
Carrington Laboratories
Coldwell Banker
RIM
Trammell Crow Company

SILVER INVESTORS
Allstate Insurance
Atmos Energy
Classic Fare Catering
Comerica Bank
Friedel Photographic
Granite Properties
Medco Health Solutions
Quantum Custom Homes
The Staubach Company
Oncor Electric Delivery

To share in the benefits enjoyed by these entities, please call us at 214.217.8484 or visit ww.irvingchamber.com.

Over 20 years of service in the community

972-790-6315
M-Th 9-6:30    F 9-6    Sat 9:30-6    Sun closed

(Story & Grauwyler intersection next to Kroger)
1600 N. Story Rd. Ste. 616, Irving

*excludes food & sale items

any* product15% OFF

“Quality Vitamins at down to Earth Prices!”

COUPON

 everyday10% OFF

Over 39,000 women are par-
ticipating in a study that looks at
the sisters of women diagnosed
with breast cancer. Conducted by
the National Institute of Environ-
mental Health Sciences (NIEHS),
the study’s goal is to enroll 50,000
women across the nation in the
Sister Study. Investigating envi-
ronmental and genetic causes of
breast cancer, the Sister Study is
the largest study of its kind to look
at breast cancer risk factors.

Women of all backgrounds
and ethnic groups are eligible for
the study if they are between the
ages of 35 and 74; live in the
United States; have never had
breast cancer themselves; and have
a sister-living or deceased who has
had breast cancer. To recruit a di-
verse group of volunteers and to
ensure the results benefit all
women, researchers are especially
encouraging African-American,
Latina, Native American, and
Asian women, as well as women
60 and older, to join the Sister
Study.

Sisters may be the key to un-
locking breast cancer risk myster-
ies.

“By studying sisters, who
share the same genes, often had
similar experiences and environ-
ments, and are at twice the risk of
developing breast cancer, we have
a better chance of learning what
causes this disease. That is why
joining the Sister Study is so im-
portant,” Dale Sandler, Ph.D.,
Chief of the Epidemiology Branch
at NIEHS and principal investiga-
tor of the Sister Study said.

Volunteers complete several
questionnaires and provide a
sample of their blood, urine, toe-
nails, and household dust.

“With that, we’ll be able to
look at how genes, activities of
daily life, and exposure to differ-
ent things in our environment are
related to breast cancer risk,” Dr.
Sandler said. “We’ve made the
process as easy and as convenient
as possible, so we will come to
you.”

The study will stay in touch
with the volunteers for 10 years
and compare those who develop
breast cancer with the majority

who do not. While past studies
have largely focused on hormones,
reproductive health, and lifestyle,
the Sister Study will take the most
detailed look ever at how women’s
genes, and things women come in
contact with at home, at work, and
in the community may influence
breast cancer risk. Researches will
study a range of environmental
exposures, from personal care and
household products, to workplace
and other common exposures.

“Genes are important, but they
don’t explain it all,” Dr. Sandler
said. “The truth is that only half
of breast cancer cases can be at-
tributed to known factors.” And,
two known genes linked to breast
cancer — BRCA 1 and BRCA 2
— play a role in only five to 10
percent of cases.

Organizations in partnership
with the Sister Study include the
American Cancer Society, Sisters
Network, Inc., the Susan G. Komen
Breast Cancer Foundation, and the
Y-ME National Breast Cancer Or-
ganization, as well as countless
local community breast cancer sup-
port and advocacy groups. To vol-
unteer or learn more about the Sis-
ter Study, visit www.sisterstudy.org
or call toll free 1-877-474-7837.
Deaf/hard of hearing call 866-889-
4747.

Study enrolls sisters of wStudy enrolls sisters of wStudy enrolls sisters of wStudy enrolls sisters of wStudy enrolls sisters of women withomen withomen withomen withomen with
breast cancer to find disease’ causesbreast cancer to find disease’ causesbreast cancer to find disease’ causesbreast cancer to find disease’ causesbreast cancer to find disease’ causes

Irving Community Television Net-
work (ICTN) was presented the
following awards from the Texas
Association of Telecommunica-
tions Officers and Advisors:
• First place – Community Event
Coverage, “Momentum Dance
Company”
• First place – Profile of City/
County or City/County Depart-
ment, “Local Address/Global Ac-
cess” video
• Second place – Profile of City/
County or City/County Depart-
ment, “Firehouse Cooks”
• Third place – Community Event
Coverage, “High School Football:
MacArthur vs. Irving”
• Third place – Magazine Format
Series, “About Towne”
• Third place – Overall Excellence
in Government Programming

ICTN ICTN ICTN ICTN ICTN AAAAAwardswardswardswardswards


