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By Jess Paniszczyn
An injury can cut short a

young person’s dreams of serving
their country through the military.
Others serve with honor only to
find themselves discharged into a
challenging world. With little or no
experience in the civilian workforce
and expertise in jobs that are not
necessarily in demand outside of
the military, veterans may face an
uphill battle finding their place in
the workforce.

Through a recent partnership
the CompTIA Educational Founda-
tion, National Cristina Foundation,

Art for Soldiers and American Le-
gion Post 218 are offering new op-
portunities for veterans to develop
job skills.

“The National Cristina Foun-
dation developed a program to give
computers to veterans, in order to
allow wounded and disabled veter-
ans to pursue higher education.
CompTIA developed free IT (infor-
mation technology) courses that
veterans can take on-line,” said
Wayne Duckworth, affectionately
known as ‘Sir Duck,’ Commander
of American Legion Post 218. If the
veterans don’t have a computer, we

give them one free through this pro-
gram.

“Each month, there are only a
few seats available for the IT
courses. The veterans fill out a sur-
vey and CompTIA lets us know

who they have selected to partici-
pate. Once they sign-up for a
course, the veterans have 90 days
to complete it, but the course takes
only 48 hours. You can complete
the course in a week.

“There are four courses you
can take on-line, and I think the
price for the total per student is
$2,50.

Pilot proPilot proPilot proPilot proPilot program offers computersgram offers computersgram offers computersgram offers computersgram offers computers,,,,, courses to vets courses to vets courses to vets courses to vets courses to vets

By Jess Paniszczyn
Flocks of pink flamingos have

been sighted in yards around Irv-
ing. Traveling hundreds of miles
from their normal migratory routes,
the birds have stumped local orni-
thologists who are at a loss to ex-
plain this unusual flamingo behav-
ior. However, members of the Irv-
ing chapter of the Yellow Rose
Ambucs claim to have an explana-
tion.

“The flamingos are an
AmTryke fundraiser,” said Char-
lotte Chism Waldrum, president of
the organization. “We thought it
would be fun to do something a little
bit different. The flocks are moving
from home to home and so far we
are having real good luck with it.

“We have 60 birds. Normally a
flock consists of a group of 10. Once
a home is flocked, the homeowner
can pay for the flock to leave their
yard or fly to a friend’s house. We
suggest that homeowners buy in-
surance so that if the flock is sent
to a friend’s house, your friend
doesn’t return them.”

The feathered fundraiser is
scheduled to continue through
August.

Flamingo flocks roostFlamingo flocks roostFlamingo flocks roostFlamingo flocks roostFlamingo flocks roost
in residents’ yardsin residents’ yardsin residents’ yardsin residents’ yardsin residents’ yards

Rambler Celebration

“We chose random yards to
start with. The Yellow Rose mem-
bers made a list of people to send
them to, then those people have the
option of sending the flock to an-
other yard. The flock usually stays
for one night. If someone decides
they want to keep the flock, they

can purchase their birds for $100
donation.

“Everybody has been having
fun with the flamingos. The people
I have left a flock with have sent
them on to two or three more yards.
They are buying insurance, be-
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An Irving man accused last

year of throwing his 4-month-old
pit bull puppy from a second-story
balcony is expected to plead guilty
Monday to a third-degree felony
charge of animal cruelty and be sen-
tenced to three years in prison.

Michael Charles Soto is sched-
uled to go before Judge Don Adams
on Aug. 11 in Criminal District Court
#2 in Dallas.    

Soto, 24, was arrested by Irv-
ing Police shortly after the Aug. 3,
2007, incident. Witnesses said he
threw the puppy, named Annie,
from the balcony of his second-
floor apartment and then tossed her
into a dumpster. 

The puppy was rescued and
taken to a veterinarian by Irving

Animal Services and then trans-
ferred to Operation Kindness in
Carrollton. She underwent hip sur-
gery and showed signs of recov-
ery, but later died from complica-
tions.

“The Dallas County Grand Jury
indicted Soto last October and
charged him with intentionally and
knowingly torturing an animal by
kicking and throwing it against the
ground,” said Jonnie England, Di-
rector of Animal Advocacy with the
Metroplex Animal Coalition. 

Assistant District Attorney
Lauren Hudgeons, who is pros-
ecuting the case, said because Soto
is accused of using his hands and
the ground as deadly weapons, the
charge was enhanced from a state

Defendant in animal crueltyDefendant in animal crueltyDefendant in animal crueltyDefendant in animal crueltyDefendant in animal cruelty
case ecase ecase ecase ecase expected to plead guiltyxpected to plead guiltyxpected to plead guiltyxpected to plead guiltyxpected to plead guilty

jail felony to a third-degree
felony. Since deadly weap-
ons were used, Hudgeons
said Soto will have to
serve half of his sentence
before he becomes eligible
for parole.

“All of us in the ani-
mal-welfare community are
very grateful to Irving Ani-
mal Services, the Irving
Police and to the Dallas
County District Attorney’s
Office for their diligence in

The cities of Hugo, OK and Irv-
ing have taken steps toward the
creation of a water supply agree-
ment that will have the potential to
benefit the entire North Texas re-
gion.

This cooperation provides
clear benefits to both communities
by leveraging existing assets: Hugo
has accessible and potential sur-
plus water in the Hugo Reservoir.
Irving is looking ahead to provide

a diversified supply of water in re-
sponse to a regional problem of lim-
ited supply.

“This collaboration is a win-
win situation that is mutually ben-
eficial for both Hugo and Irving,”
Hugo City Manager David Rawls
said. “We look forward to working
with the City of Irving and seeing
both parties achieve their desired
results.”

WWWWWater agreement isater agreement isater agreement isater agreement isater agreement is
mutually beneficialmutually beneficialmutually beneficialmutually beneficialmutually beneficial

Members of a Yellow Rose Ambucs flock land in the front yard of an Irving resident. The flamingos’
migratory anomaly is expected to continue throughout August.

Finally safe, a pit bull puppy named Annie
was rescued after being abused. See CRUELTY, Page 4

See FUNDRAISER, Page 10

See WATER, Page 12

See VETERANS, Page 12
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Aggravated Robbery:
07-30-08 at 9:07 p.m. 
The complainant was
walking in the
Remington Hills

Apartments when he walked to-
wards two Black males. He noticed,
as he got closer, one was wearing a
bandana on his face. One suspect
displayed a silver handgun, and
they demanded his wallet. The sus-
pects fled North through the com-
plex. No injuries occurred. Suspects
were not located.

Domestic Assault/Barricaded Per-
sons: 07-31-08 at 10:07 a.m.  Of-
ficers responded to a domestic as-
sault with a knife in the 3700 block
of Canary Dr. A witness called 911
and advised that a female was be-
ing beaten and dragged into a
house. The caller said she thought
she saw a knife. Officers respond-
ing were familiar with this address
and had been there previously on
domestic violence calls and ob-
served hand guns on a coffee table.
The couple at the address had their
children seized by CPS and a su-
pervisor was also sent. Upon ar-
rival a female (victim), came out and
tried to tell officers that nothing had
occurred. A perimeter was estab-
lished when two other male sus-
pects appeared in the house and
began screaming at the police. The
suspects refused to exit the house
and after a brief standoff (when tac-
tical began arriving) they decided
to come out. Tactical officers swept
the house for other victims. Both
male subjects were arrested on ex-
isting warrants. No domestic vio-
lence charges have been filed as of
this time.        

Aggravated Robbery: 07-31-08 at
11:57 p.m.  The victim, a pizza de-
livery driver, was approached in the
3000 block of Walnut Hill Ln. by
three Black male suspects, one of
whom displayed a handgun. The
suspects demanded and received
four pizzas then fled the area on
foot.

Burglary of a Building/Arrest: 08-
01-08 at 1:40 a.m.  Officers re-
sponded to an alarm at Sargent’s
Laundry and discovered that entry
had been made through the roof of
the building. The business owner
confirmed that videogames had
been damaged and the money re-
moved from within. At 2:17 a.m.,
officers interviewed a Black male
walking in the same area. The sub-
ject had a pocket full of quarters
and a criminal history for burglary.
He was arrested for an unrelated
offense. Subsequent investigation
revealed additional evidence link-
ing the arrestee to the burglary and
the burglary charge was
added. The crime scene requires
additional processing by I.D.

Arson: 08-02-08 at 12:59 a.m.  IFD
and IPD responded to a fire at a
vacant house in the 1300 block of
Stone Drive. Arson investigators
determined that an accelerant was
used to start the fire. 

Aggravated Robbery: 08-02-08 at
3:30 a.m.  The victim reported to
Baylor Medical Center staff that he
was robbed by two Hispanic males.
The only description available is
that the suspects were wearing

black bandanas. The suspects ap-
proached the victim in the Silverado
Apartments and used a black semi-
automatic handgun to “pistol whip”
the victim, causing lacerations. The
suspects stole cash and cell phone
then fled on foot.

Burglary of a Business: 08-02-08
at 3:48 p.m.  An employee of
Olympus in the 3100 block of W.
Royal Lane noticed the store may
have been burglarized and notified
the police. The suspects entered
the business by cutting a hole into
a loading dock door with a cutting
torch. The alarm system had been
disabled by the suspects. Once in-
side the suspects loaded an empty
tractor trailer with palletized elec-
tronics and left with the stolen
equipment and trailer. There is
video surveillance both inside and
outside the warehouse. CID and ID
were notified.    

Aggravated Robbery: 08-02-08 at
4:18 p.m.  A male walked into the
office of NAS CAR in the 300 block
of E Irving Blvd. and announced,
‘This is a robbery.’ The suspect took
money from the lone female em-
ployee. He displayed a handgun
during the robbery. There were no

Structure fire caused by an electrical wire problem, miti-
gated by first alarm company.

Ambulances went into overload once.

Irving Fire Department responded to 227 incidents.
The Fire incidents

 65 Miscellaneous Fire
        and Rescue Calls
   2 Structure Fires
   3 Special Operations
   2   Vehicle Fires

Medical calls
13 Major Accidents
63 Major Medical
13 Heart Attacks
23 Difficulty Breathing
25 Trauma Related
13 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary July 30 - Aug 6, 2008

07-30:

08-03:

shrugged it off. They did not call
police.

After hearing the two witness’
accounts, officers became very
concerned that someone may be
inside the residence in need of medi-
cal attention. Officers went to the
backyard where they found an un-
locked bedroom window. After
opening the window and crawling
inside officers were horrified when
they discovered a 14-year old girl
lying on the bed with blood all
around her head from an apparent
gunshot wound. They also discov-
ered the body of a 36-year old
woman lying on the floor next to

the bed, also with an apparent gun-
shot wound to the head. A 44-year
old man was found lying on the
floor halfway inside the bedroom
and halfway in the hallway with a
pistol near his body. He too had an
apparent gunshot wound to the
head. All three were dead, two pre-
sumably murdered and one
suicide. The officers backed out of
the house to preserve and protect
the crime scene until homicide in-
vestigators arrived and took over
the scene.

Up to this point it still appears
to be a double-murder suicide, how-
ever, the investigation will go on

until all facts are known and all evi-
dence is collected. The three are
believed to be immediate family
members being father, mother, and
daughter. The Medical Examiner will
conduct examinations and make a
determination as to a possible time
and cause of death.

This terrible incident shocked
this quiet north Fort Worth neigh-
borhood and the officers who re-
sponded to it. An officer on the
scene told me that after he discov-
ered the little girl’s lifeless body he
later took a deep breath, held back
his tears, and called his own kids to
tell them he loved them.

Read the
Irving Rambler

online at IrvingRambler.com

Missing teacher and family found deceased

The Irving Police Depart-
ment is requesting public assis-
tance in identifying a person
committing aggravated robber-
ies throughout Irving. He has
struck eight times at service sta-
tion/convenience stores and
two times at a pizza restaurant.

The suspect is described as
a Hispanic male, 18-25 years of
age. He wears a hooded, dark
windbreaker type jacket with sil-
ver stripes on the sleeves and
covers his face with a blue ban-
dana or the collar of the jacket.
Also this suspect wears a glove
on his left hand while his right
hand is gloveless holding either
a black or silver handgun. He has
also been described as wearing
black pants and black tennis
shoes with white soles.

This individual brings his
own money bag and in most of
the offenses demands Newport
brand cigarettes. No vehicle has
been seen. To date there have
been no injuries reported related
to the robberies; however, with
the suspect’s propensity to dis-
play a handgun and the in-
creased frequency of the robber-
ies, police are concerned that the
robberies could escalate and in-
volve violence.

Irving Police Department
contacts: 972-721-2518  (live 24-
hour non emergency dispatch
number)
972-721-8080 Tips Line (answer-
ing machine)
Email a Tip –
crimetips@cityofirving.org
972-721- 2535
Detective Carmichael

PPPPPolice seek assistanceolice seek assistanceolice seek assistanceolice seek assistanceolice seek assistance
identifying robberidentifying robberidentifying robberidentifying robberidentifying robbery suspecty suspecty suspecty suspecty suspect

Provided by Lt. Henderson,
Fort Worth Police

August 6 around 6:00 p.m. the
Irving Police Department contacted
the Fort Worth Police’ communica-
tions dispatch office and requested
an officer be sent on a welfare check
to a residence located in the 4600
block of Birchbend Lane.

According to Irving, a school
teacher, Eliana Vece, had been re-
ported missing from her job since
Aug. 5. The school principle had
become concerned about her be-
cause she was always prompt and
never missed work without notify-
ing the school of her absence. She
missed Tuesday and Wednesday
without contacting anyone. While
Irving Police were finishing up the
missing persons report, Fort Worth
officers arrived at the residence. No
one answered the door and all the
shades were closed to the windows
across the front of the house. Of-
ficers decided to ask neighbors if
they had seen the woman. There
were no cars in the driveway, so
that also prompted officers to talk
to neighbors about any vehicles

coming or going. Several neighbors
told police that they always parked
the car inside the garage with the
door closed. Officers were not able
to find anything suspicious until
they interviewed a neighbor who
lived across the street.

The neighbor across the street
told police that early Tuesday morn-
ing between 1:30 a.m. and 2:00 a.m.
he and a buddy of his were inside
his open garage when they heard
very loud yelling coming from in-
side the house across the street.
They said they heard both male and
female screaming at each other and
believed it to be a very intense ar-
gument. They thought it odd, how-
ever because they had never known
the couple across the street to ever
fight or argue in the past. The yell-
ing subsided but after a few min-
utes the two witnesses stated they
heard what sounded like three or
four loud “pops.” After some dis-
cussion between the two on
whether the pops sounded like
gunshots or fireworks, they de-
cided that it was fireworks and

Reports
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IRVING ISD Academically Acceptable
Reading/ELA 88% Writing 92%
Social Studies 91% Mathematics 74%
Science 68%

High Schools
Irving High School Academically Acceptable

Reading/ELA 86% Social Studies 90%
Mathematics 61% Science 69%

MacArthur High School Academically Acceptable
Reading/ELA 89% Social Studies 91%
Mathematics 63% Science 64%

Nimitz High School Academically Acceptable
Reading/ELA 88% Social Studies 89%
Mathematics 59% Science 68%

The Academy of irving ISD Academically Acceptable
Reading/ELA 95% Social Studies 94%
Mathematics 70% Science 71%

Middle Schools
Austin Middle School Academically Acceptable

Reading/ELA 92% Writing 92%
Social Studies 96% Mathematics 85%
Science 69%

Bowie Middle School Academically Acceptable
Reading/ELA 86% Writing 83%
Social Studies 87% Mathematics 68%
Science 59%

Crockett Middle School Academically Acceptable
Reading/ELA 90% Writing 93%
Social Studies 94% Mathematics 81%
Science 69%

de Zavala Middle School Academically Acceptable
Reading/ELA 89% Writing 95%
Social Studies 85% Mathematics 75%
Science 59%

Houston Middle School Academically Acceptable
Reading/ELA 89% Writing 92%
Social Studies 92% Mathematics 74%
Science 68%

Lamar Middle School Recognized
Reading/ELA 93% Writing 91%
Social Studies 93% Mathematics 86%
Science 79%

Travis middle School Academically Acceptable
Reading/ELA 93% Writing 96%
Social Studies 91% Mathematics 80%
Science 66%

Elementary Schools
Barton Elementary School Recognized

Reading/ELA 87% Writing 87%
Mathematics 78% Science 75%

Brandenburg Elementary School Recognized
Reading/ELA 83% Writing 89%
Mathematics 76% Science 81%

Britain Elementary School Academically Acceptable
Reading/ELA 83% Writing 91%
Mathematics 76% Science 68%

Brown Elementary School Recognized
Reading/ELA 86% Writing 92%
Mathematics 84% Science 90%

Davis Elementary School Academically Acceptable
Reading/ELA 89% Writing 90%
Mathematics 83% Science 64%

Elliott Elementary School Academically Acceptable
Reading/ELA 84% Writing 94%
Mathematics 80% Science 64%

Farine Elementary School Academically Acceptable
Reading/ELA 86% Writing 88%
Mathematics 87% Science 75%

Gilbert Elementary School Recognized
Reading/ELA 83% Writing 95%
Mathematics 77% Science 78%

Good Elementary School Recognized
Reading/ELA 82% Writing 93%
Mathematics 78% Science 70%

John Haley Elementary School Recognized
Reading/ELA 81% Writing 91%
Mathematics 93% Science 88%

Hanes Elementary School Recognized
Reading/ELA 93% Writing 98%
Mathematics 87% Science 80%

Johnston Elementary School Academically Acceptable
Reading/ELA 87% Writing 90%
Mathematics 72% Science 79%

Keyes Elementary School Recognized
Reading/ELA 84% Writing 96%
Mathematics 82% Science 73%

Lee Elementary School Academically Acceptable
Reading/ELA 88% Writing 93%
Mathematics 81% Science 63%

Lively Elementary School Academically Acceptable
Reading/ELA 75% Writing 90%
Mathematics 67% Science 73%

Schulze Elementary School Academically Acceptable
Reading/ELA 82% Writing 89%
Mathematics 88% Science 56%

Stipes Elementary School Academically Acceptable
Reading/ELA 92% Writing 99%
Mathematics 92% Science 75%

Thomas Haley Elementary School Academically Acceptable
Reading/ELA 87% Writing 89%
Mathematics 76% Science 71%

Townley Elementary School Academically Acceptable
Reading/ELA 88% Writing 93%
Mathematics 79% Science 63%

Townsell Elementary School Academically Acceptable
Reading/ELA 89% Writing 91%
Mathematics 84% Science 73%

2008 DISTRICT IISD 2008 DISTRICT IISD 2008 DISTRICT IISD 2008 DISTRICT IISD 2008 DISTRICT IISD ACCOUNTACCOUNTACCOUNTACCOUNTACCOUNTABILITY SUMMARABILITY SUMMARABILITY SUMMARABILITY SUMMARABILITY SUMMARYYYYYPOLICE
injuries. The suspect fled the scene
in a white impala. The suspect
touched some papers on the desk
these were seized for printing.

False Report/Tactical Call-Out:
08-02-08 at 6:40 p.m.  IPD received
several 911 calls from a cell phone
indicating that a female had been
assaulted and was being held
against her will in the Embassy
Apartments by a man with a shot-
gun. Communications contacted a
male at the same number claiming
to be holding the woman hostage.
The suspect was becoming increas-
ingly agitated and threatening to-
ward the victim and the police. A
full tactical call-out was initiated.
Further investigation revealed that
the call was a hoax. At least one
juvenile suspect was identified and
arrested for False Report. CID is
continuing the investigation to de-
termine the possible involvement
of others.

Burglary of a Business: 08-02-08
at 5:03 p.m.  The owner of an adja-
cent business called in on an open
door call for Ferguson Plumbing in
the 2700 block of N. O’Connor.
Upon arrival officers discovered a
pry bar had been used to gain en-
try. Upon initial investigation a safe
had been removed from the busi-
ness. CID was notified.

Aggravated Assault: 08-02-08 at
8:57 p.m.  The suspect assaulted
her boyfriend while he was holding
their 8-year-old child in the Estrada
Oaks Apartments. The suspect then
intentionally struck the victim with
her vehicle as she attempted to
leave the parking lot. The suspect
backed the vehicle up and struck
another resident. This victim was
transported to Baylor Irving for a
broken ankle. The suspect was ar-
rested at the scene.

Robbery (Individual) : 08-04-08 at
2:49 p.m.  The victim, a female 53
years of age, was walking north
bound in the 1200 block of Beltline
Rd. when she was approached by a
male suspect who pushed her to
the ground and stole her purse. She
received minor injuries and was
transported to Baylor by IFD.

Continued

C - FBISD Schools in IrC - FBISD Schools in IrC - FBISD Schools in IrC - FBISD Schools in IrC - FBISD Schools in Irvingvingvingvingving
Ranchview High School Academically Acceptable

Reading/ELA 91% Social Studies 94%
Mathematics 74% Science 76%

Bush Middle School Recognized
Reading/ELA 96% Writing 94%
Social Studies 97% Mathematics 89%
Science 86%

Las Colinas Elementary School Exemplary
Reading/ELA 99% Writing 99%
Mathematics 98% Science 90%

Landry Elementary School Recognized
Reading/ELA 95% Writing 89%
Mathematics 90% Science 82%

Freeman Elementary School Recognized
Reading/ELA 95% Writing 99%
Mathematics 93% Science 98%

In IISD, The Academy High School along with Farine, Johnston, Stipes, Thomas
Haley and Townsell Elementary Schools, and CFB ISD’s Ranchview High School
all recieved Academically Acceptable ratings even though the overall TAKS
scores place them in the Recognized catagory. In each case one or more sub-
populations of students did not achieve scores in the Recognized range.
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Matt is a member of the North Texas
Film Critics Association (NTFCA)
and hosts the weekly syndicated
Indie Rock Radio Show Spin 180.
Plus with his wife Cindy they do a
weekly radio feature, The Mungles
on Movies. For additional reviews
and interview clips visit
www.mungleshow.com.

Opinions expressed in any
commentary are those of the writer,
and not necessarily those of The Irv-
ing Rambler, the publisher, editor,
or any staff member.

Mungles
on Movies

BANKRUPTCY!
Free Consultation

!!!!! Foreclosures
!!!!! Car Repos
!!!!! IRS

Under Federal Law you may qualify for debt relief

*$25*$25*$25*$25*$25 or less or less or less or less or less

YYYYYou Pick your paou Pick your paou Pick your paou Pick your paou Pick your payments!!!yments!!!yments!!!yments!!!yments!!!

Payment plans available atPayment plans available atPayment plans available atPayment plans available atPayment plans available at

Se Habla Espanol

Richard D. Kinkade - Attorney at Law
2121 W. Airport Frwy - Irving TX

972-256-4444We are a debt relief agency. Not certified by The Texas Board of Legal
Specialization. *Case will be filed on Completion of Payment Plan.

!!!!! Credit Collectors
!!!!! Lawsuits

By Matt Mungle
Title: The Mummy: Tomb of the
Dragon Emperor
Rated: PG-13

Will the new installment of The
Mummy break the curse of over
hyped letdown? Granted it doesn’t
carry nearly the weight as did the
new Indiana Jones film that re-
leased earlier this summer. And
sucked. But still, fans of the first
two Mummy films have to be a little
anxious to see what the years have
added to the O’Connell family.

Plus gone is Rachel Weisz
though her character remains. This
never bodes well regardless of who
is filling the excavated shoes. Hard
to believe it has been almost ten
years since the original movie in-
troduced Rick and Evelyn and sent
them on their first adventure. What
is not hard to believe is how little
has changed in the area of
Mummy’s and curses in general.

In The Mummy: Tomb of the
Dragon Emperor we find a retired
Rick (Brendan Fraser) and Evelyn

(Maria Bello) in the 1940’s. The big
war is over and their once exciting
lives have now lulled into boredom.
Though they both have agreed on
retiring from the world of the living
dead, they certainly miss it. So,
when they get a chance to deliver a
rare stone to Shanghai they eagerly
accept. While there, they find their
son Alex (Luke Ford), who they
thought was off in college, has been
doing some archaeology of his own
and has uncovered the tomb and
body of the cursed, 2000 year old
Emperor Han (Jet Li). When the
curse is lifted by some over enthu-
siastic Chinese military, it is up to
the O’Connell family to help stop
Han and his living dead warriors
before they take over the world.

As a huge fan of the first
Mummy movie I have to say there
were many things about this that I
enjoyed. The art of excavating and
the history of ancient tombs. The
hidden traps and snares that await
anyone trying to uncover their se-
crets. Too, with most of the charac-
ters and settings being in China it
adds a colorful and stylish element
to the look and feel. There are many

over the top martial arts duels. The
choreography of these scenes
added a fresh action element to the
series. Also, you must remember
that these films are very tongue in
cheek and so most of what would
normally pass as cheesy stupidity,
I found to be humorously witty. The
living dead do things that are visu-
ally funny even when meant to be
serious. Sure you have to over look
a few plot holes on the road to ac-
tion success. Especially when deal-
ing with curses and ancient history.
But if you can look past them you
will enjoy a pretty decent action
adventure ride.

That said there were a few
things I had a hard time getting past.
One, sorry to say, was Maria Bello
in the role of Evelyn. One of our
finest female actors today, and one
of my favorites, she just didn’t have
what it takes to pull off the action
adventure of this nature. Weisz was
so perfect as the intelligent yet ditzy
scholar. She delivered the wit and
style with such ease. Her balance
to Fraser was pure onscreen magic.
In contrast, Bello seemed stiff and
uncomfortable throughout. Com-
pletely gone was the chemistry that
made the couple work in the first
two films. I am not sure why the
choice was made, but it caused the
film to suffer as a whole. Sorry,
Maria.

Also I was not sold on Ford in
the role of Alex. I just didn’t like his
character. He had a cockiness about
him that only took away from the
fun of these films. The role called
for someone with the boyish charm
and warmth that Fraser has. Some-
one you could pull for and want to
win. My dislike just made me not
care what happened to him.

The Mummy: Tomb of the
Dragon Emperor is rated PG-13 for
adventure action and violence. It
has some scary images and intense
moments but otherwise is a fairly
tame family film. I give it 3 out of 5
library cards and think believe it will
be hit and miss for most viewers.
Those who truly loved the first two
films will find enough in this one to
make it enjoyable. Those who
merely tolerated the others will like
this one far less. If you do go, make
sure you can put all things aside
and just have fun. I think to do that
is the only way to enjoy it as a
whole. The less you expect, the
better off you will be. 

This This This This This MummMummMummMummMummyyyyy unwraps little unwraps little unwraps little unwraps little unwraps littlepursuing and prosecuting this
case,” England said. “Thanks to
their efforts, Dallas County is send-
ing a clear message that animal cru-
elty will not be tolerated—and that
those who abuse animals will go to
jail for their crimes.” 

In September 2007, a Dallas
County jury found DeShawn Brown
guilty of third-degree animal cru-
elty in another case involving a pit

bull puppy named Mercy. Brown
was sentenced to four years in
prison for stabbing the dog, set-
ting her on fire and abandoning her
to die. Mercy lived for 10 days be-
fore succumbing to massive infec-
tion from burns over more than 60
percent of her body. Her case drew
unprecedented attention across the
country and around the world, and
an estimated 1,500 mourners at-
tended a memorial service for her.

In what has become a Texas
tradition for the Lone Star State,
Texas’ annual tax-free weekend is
scheduled for Aug. 15-17, 2008.
During tax-free weekend, the State
of Texas grants shoppers a break
from state and local sales tax, al-
lowing lower prices on back-to-
school shopping.

The savings begin at 12:01
a.m., Aug. 15, and end at midnight
on Aug. 17. Savings apply to indi-
vidual clothing items costing less
than $100, including athletic shoes,
hiking boots, dresses, shirts, jeans,
pajamas, sports jerseys, and school
uniforms. Shoppers can save ap-

proximately $8 for every $100 spent.
Lay-away plans can be used to take
advantage of the sales tax holiday.

“Tax-free weekend is an oppor-
tunity for Texans and visitors alike
to experience significant savings,”
said Julie Chase, Chief Marketing
Officer, Office of the Governor, Eco-
nomic Development & Tourism. “In
addition to the excellent shopping
opportunities, travelers can take

advantage of the weekend by treat-
ing their families to fun-filled activi-
ties that our Texas cities offer – from
rivers and dude ranches to theme
parks and museums.”

Attractions and hotels across
the state are also offering special
deals this summer to help offset the
cost of gas. Specials range from free
hotel nights to discounts on admis-
sions in such cities as Houston,

San Antonio, Corpus Christi, Aus-
tin and the Dallas/Fort Worth
Metroplex. For more information on
travel discounts in Texas this sum-
mer, visit www.TravelTex.com and
click on Travel Packages.

And for a complete list of tax-
free items available during Tax-Free
Weekend, visit
www.window.state.tx.us/taxinfo/
taxpubs/tx98_490/tx98_490.html.
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Go shopping and save in Texas this summer

Continued from page 1
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*SISTERHOOD OF THE
TRAVELING PANTS 2    R
12:45    4:00    7:05    9:50

*PINEAPPLE EXPRESS    R
1:00    4:10    7:35    10:15
#MUMMY: TOMB OF THE

DRAGON EMPEROR    PG13
1:30    2:00    4:20    5:00    7:15

7:45    9:55    10:25
#SWING VOTE    PG13

1:40    4:30    7:50    10:30
THE X-FILES: I WANT TO

BELIEVE    PG13
1:45    7:10

STEP-BROTHERS    R
12:30    2:50    5:05    7:20

10:00

THE DARK KNIGHT    PG13
12:20    3:00    3:40    6:30

7:00    9:45    10:15
MAMA MIA    PG13

12:55    3:05    7:40    10:20
JOURNEY TO THE CENTER

OF THE EARTH    PG
12:35    3:15    6:35    9:00

HANCOCK    PG13
12:30    3:10    6:50    9:25

WALL - E    G
12:25    3:20    6:45    9:20

WANTED    R
4:15    9:40

Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater
Why wait in lines? PUCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

# NO PASSES
* FULLY RESTRICTED
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Today, The Irving Rambler
joins the growing list of newspa-
pers setting aside front-page space
for advertising.

Over the past few years, pa-
pers like the USA Today, Wall Street

over the size and type of ads we
were willing to run. In the end, we
decided on a modest space 5 col-
umns wide by 2 inches high on the
bottom of Page One.

The trend is not without its
critics, who feel front-page ads
cross the invisible wall between the
news and business sides of the in-
dustry.

So then, you might ask, is this
all about making more money?

In a word, yes. The simple fact
is that practicing good journalism
is expensive, and the way a news-
paper makes money is to sell ad-
vertising. (The 25 - 50 cents you
spend for each copy of the Ram-
bler does not cover the cost of de-
livering the paper.)

The Irving Rambler has two
staff members that dedicate more
than 40 hours a week to producing
the weekly newspaper. There are
also freelance writers, carriers and
sales representatives earning an
income from the newspaper. Sell-
ing the advertising on the front
page will not change our ratio of
advertising to content but will al-
low us to continue to grow without
increasing our rates. We think that
award-winning work as well as cov-
erage of local neighborhoods,
schools, government and commu-
nity happenings is worth the cost.
Front-page advertising is one way
to help pay for it.

Journal, the San Francisco
Chronicle and the Hartford Cou-
rant have all offered front-page ad-
vertising.

At The Irving Rambler, the de-
cision came after much discussion

Does The Irving Rambler allow
front page advertising?  Yes!

By Julie Ward
On Aug. 6, 2003, The Irving

Rambler hit the streets of Irving for
the first time. The newspaper
started out as a free, community
paper and was published just twice
a month. But it caught Irving’s at-
tention. A little more than a year
later, the paper went weekly. It was
no longer free. But subscribers

started signing up.
Today, the paper counts more

than 4,000 residents as regular read-
ers. And that makes owners John
and Stacey Starkey beam with
pride.

“We’ve solidified into a pretty
strong community paper,” John
said. “And we are growing.”

As they mark the paper’s fifth

anniversary this month, the couple
plans to continue bringing commu-
nity news to residents.

“That’s really why we started
it,” Stacey said. “We were amazed
how so little was covered in a city
as big as Irving.”

Many residents would agree.
Readers weren’t happy when the
Irving Daily News stopped publish-
ing. Residents felt that Irving was
large enough to have its own news-
paper.

That’s when John and Stacey
saw their opportunity. The couple
had an interest in covering their
hometown. They realized they
could put together their own paper.
So they got to work.

As a small, family operation,
John and Stacey wear many hats.
John shoots photos, does the lay-
out, rounds up sales and sometimes
delivers his papers. Stacey covers
countless events with her husband
and writes the articles. Even daugh-
ter Jessica, 11, pitches in and helps
where she can.

They know nearly everyone in
Irving.

“They are everywhere,” said
Chism-Smith funeral director Carla
Davis. Her funeral home was an
early subscriber and today it re-
ceives 10 copies of the paper each
week.

“I have a lot of respect for the
Starkeys,” Carla Davis added.
“They go above and beyond and
pour so much into the paper.”

In the beginning, doing every-
thing posed challenges.

“The biggest complaint we re-
ceived when we started was that
we needed editors,” John said.
“Sometimes, someone would return
the paper marked up and edited.”

They’ve worked on improving
their editing and other early
glitches. They also plan to improve
the paper’s Web site.

“We have about 5,000 online
readers,” John noted.

One goal is to include more
coverage of sports and city gov-
ernment. But a staff of just two
makes that difficult.

“We’d like to expand with
freelance writing,” John said. “But
it hasn’t worked out yet.”
They try to present a variety of lo-
cal news in each issue. In addition,
they keep up with what readers want
by regularly conducting surveys.
The survey results are usually
pretty positive.

“We found that about 50 per-
cent of our readers pass the paper
on to family, friends or relatives,”
John said. “And 90 percent said
they discuss the articles among
family or friends.”

Carol Wood, owner of Joe’s

Coffee Shop, watches patrons
share what they read in the Ram-
bler as they dine in her popular res-
taurant.

“We often have patrons ask-
ing each other what they think
about such and such a story,” she
said. “And when there’s a major
story, we’ll sell it on the counter.”

She adds that John and Stacey
work hard to serve the community.
“They have such a positive philoso-
phy,” she said. “I love it.”

John added those comments
make it all worthwhile.

“Seeing the impact an article
can make or how someone’s life is
affected by an article is probably
the most rewarding part of the job,”
he said.

As for Jessica, what she en-
joys most is hobnobbing with so
many Irvingites.

“I get to go to so many more
events than most kids do,” she said.
“It’s been fun.”

The Irving Rambler celebrates fifth anniversary

Over time the design and stories of The Irving Rambler have
evolved to better serve the community. The first issue of the
newspaper was distributed on Aug. 6, 2003.



425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

IN GOD WE TRUST

Metro (817) 498-7079
And our new location at

310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX
Metro (817) 477-3383

Visit Our Other Locations at
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Serving Irving For Over 35 Years

For Take Out Call SPECIALS
EVERY
DAY!

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER
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Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking

All You Can Eat Food Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection
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By John Starkey
In theory The Journalists’

Creed is a wonderful concept, how-
ever, the concept was created over
100 years ago. The Irving Rambler
struggles to abide by this Creed but
as simple as the Creed seems it is
very difficult to follow.

Recently, we were asked to
write “investigative “ articles on
check cashing stores and how they
are hurting Irving. After discuss-
ing the topic of check cashing
stores our staff decided that even
though one may or may not like
check cashing stores, they are le-
gal businesses that serve a part of
our community. If no one were us-
ing the stores, they would not be in
business. The person requesting

these stories offered to let us keep
her subscription if we wrote nega-
tive stories about check cashing
stores. We are refunding her sub-
scription.

In another instance a major ad-
vertiser tried to dictate what adver-
tising we could accept from a com-
petitor simply because they did not
like the message in the competitor’s
advertisement. They have threat-
ened to pull all of their advertising.

Unfortunately, both of these
instances are basically bribes. In
the first situation, the subscriber
represents $25. In the second situ-
ation, the advertiser represents
about $5,000. If we allow one per-
son to silence the voice of another
person or we attack a business that

is legally providing a service have
we benefited the community? Who
is to say which advertiser does or
does not benefit the community?
Our readers must be able to deter-
mine whether the message in an ar-
ticle or advertisement is important
to the individual reader.

We honestly believe our read-
ers are intelligent people. Our job is
to give our readers the facts with
as little editorializing as possible.

Over the years we have been
asked numerous times to write edi-
torials, particularly during city elec-
tions. We have always chosen the
old fashion option of allowing the
political candidates to present
themselves and their opinions in
their own words. We feel that as a

non-partisan newspaper our read-
ers can see the politician as they
will be after they are in office and
decide if that is the person that they
want. Our other option is to con-
tinually analyze every election and
tell our readers who to vote for. We
cannot be non-partisan and tell
people how to vote.

We have also been accused of
being a happy news newspaper.
Happily, the truth is that we try to
be.

Even though The Irving Ram-
bler is a community newspaper our
website is primarily read by rela-
tives of Irving families in over 40
countries. If the only thing we talked
about is how bad it is to live in Irv-

ing, Texas, no one would want to
live here. Irving is a nice place to
live, but in our 2008 Readership
survey we found that 38.9% of our
readers have recently considered
moving out of Irving. So obviously,
there is room for improvement. How-
ever, it is always easier to cover
negative issues than it is to find
the positive angle to a negative is-
sue.

“I may not write in anger or
malice. I may not write idly. I may
not write merely to excite passion.
The reader can have no idea of the
restraint I have to exercise from
week to week in the choice of top-
ics and my vocabulary.” - Gandhi

Putting ideology into practice

Journalist’s Creed
The Journalist’s Creed is a code of ethics written around 1906 by
Walter Williams (journalist) shortly after founding the Missouri School of
Journalism.
I believe in the profession of Journalism.
I believe that the public journal is a public trust; that all connected with
it are, to the full measure of responsibility, trustees for the public; that
acceptance of lesser service than the public service is a betrayal of this
trust.
I believe that clear thinking, clear statement, accuracy and fairness are
fundamental to good journalism.
I believe that a journalist should write only what he holds in his heart to
be true. I believe that suppression of the news, for any consideration
other than the welfare of society, is indefensible.
I believe that no one should write as a journalist what he would not say
as a gentleman; that bribery by one’s own pocket book is as much to be
avoided as bribery by the pocketbook of another; that individual respon-
sibility may not be escaped by pleading another’s instructions or another’s
dividends.
I believe that advertising, news and editorial columns should alike serve
the best interests of readers; that a single standard of helpful truth and
cleanness should prevail for all; that supreme test of good journalism is
the measure of its public service.
I believe that the journalism which succeeds the best-and best deserves
success-fears God and honors man; is stoutly independent; unmoved by
pride of opinion or greed of power; constructive, tolerant but never care-
less, self-controlled, patient, always respectful of its readers but always
unafraid, is quickly indignant at injustice; is unswayed by the appeal of
the privilege or the clamor of the mob; seeks to give every man a chance,
and as far as law, an honest wage and recognition of human brotherhood
can make it so, an equal chance; is profoundly patriotic while sincerely
promoting international good will and cementing world-comradeship, is a
journalism of humanity, of and for today’s world.

pay for the newspaper. Most of
The Irving Rambler’s readers
are paid subscribers. In fact,
The Irving Rambler has one of
the highest paid circulations of
any newspaper in the Irving
market. This means that our
readers have made a conscious
effort to receive The Irving
Rambler and continue to
reaffirm their choice by renewing
their subscriptions. Free
distribution publications have a
delivery system that is controlled
by their publisher and not by the
reader. The reader has not
control in or vested interest in
receiving a free publication.

What is The Irving Rambler
A key element to our

ability to provide the best
product is our readership
survey. We pay attention to
what our readers want and
work to provide related articles
in a positive manner. This
explains why The Irving
Rambler continues to evolve as
a newspaper connecting to the
people we report on. We know
that we are providing relevant
articles because we have found
that 50% of The Irving
Ramblers are passed on to
other households within the
Irving Market. This is because
our newspaper gets passed from
family to friends to customers
to colleagues and so on.

The greatest testament
to The Irving Rambler’s
success over the past five years
is that our readers choose to

The Irving Rambler is
a non-partisan weekly
community newspaper. Over
the last five years, The Irving
Rambler has created a pool of
loyal readers who feel safe with
the credible stories that we
research before printing to try
to ensure the accuracy of our
newspaper. In order for a
newspaper to fully serve the
community and not just serve as
an advertising delivery
publication, the newspaper
must have people in the
community reporting on the
community not just waiting for
the community to send us their
stories. If we wait, we can only
represent one small part of the
community. Our readers have
come to expect well written
informative articles that relate to
them. Readership survey results

Friend 17.74%
Neighbor 11.83%
Relative 14.52%
Work   5.91%
Not passed on 50.00%

RAMBLER IS PASSED ON
OUTSIDE HOUSE

Discussed article 86.41%
Cut out article 67.39%
Visited store 37.50%
Cut out Advertisement 27.72%

RESULT OF
READING RAMBLER

Law & Code Enforcement
Been a victim of a crime 10.81%
Known someone who has been a victim of crime 36.22%
Victim of scam 5.95%
Known someone who has been a victim of scam 20.00%
Had chat with Code Enforcement 32.43%
Had chat with Law Enforcement 36.22%

Voted
Local elections 92.73%
National elections 89.73%

Major Investment
Bought house 29.73%
Bought car 43.24%
started business 10.27%

Misc.
Attended Religious Services 85.95%
Served in the Military 16.22%
Had friend in serving in military 65.41%
Considered moving out of town 31.89%

IRVING RAMBLER READERS HAVE RECENTLY

Read the
Irving Rambler

every week

Owner 10.66%
Professional 14.17%
Homemaker 11.17%
Retired 48.22%
Retail 3.00%
Construction 1.00%
City of Irving 2.54%
Other 8.62%

OCCUPATION
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To see a list of all of our investors or to share in the benefits enjoyed by these entities,
please call us at 214.217.8484 or visit ww.irvingchamber.com.

North Lake College
Oncor Electric Delivery

Reliant Energy
WaveTwo LLC

Commercial Real EstateCommercial Real EstateCommercial Real EstateCommercial Real EstateCommercial Real Estate
I n v e s t o rI n v e s t o rI n v e s t o rI n v e s t o rI n v e s t o r

Archon Group
Coldwell Banker

Crow Holdings / Apollo Real Estate
Granite Properties

Koll Development Company
PS Business Parks

Staffelbach Design Associates
The Staubach Company

The Woodmont Company
Triple L Management Corporation

Microsoft
NEC Corporation of America

RIM

President’s InvestorPresident’s InvestorPresident’s InvestorPresident’s InvestorPresident’s Investor
AboveNet

Allstate Insurance
Atmos Energy

Avistas
Carrington Laboratories

Citi
Comerica Bank

DeVry University
EF Johnson Technologies, Inc.

Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP
IBM

Las Colinas Country Club

Strategic InvestorStrategic InvestorStrategic InvestorStrategic InvestorStrategic Investor
City of Irving

Irving Convention & Visitors Bureau
Las Colinas Marketing Alliance

TIAA Realty, Inc. / Cousins
US-Mexico Chamber of Commerce

Chairman’s InvestorChairman’s InvestorChairman’s InvestorChairman’s InvestorChairman’s Investor
Aviall, Inc.
ExxonMobil

Flowserve Corporation

The Irving Economic Development Partnership would like to thank
the following entities for their continued support and investment in our program:

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT INVESTORS

Las Colinas Bennigan’s
Remains Open

Although MetroMedia Group closed more than 300
Bennigan’s Restaurants nationwide, the Bennigan’s
in Las Colinas, a franchise restaurant, is continuing
operations. The Bennigan’s on Airport Freeway was
a company-owned restaurant and was closed. Ravi
Godhia, owner of the Las Colinas restaurant, invites
customers from other Bennigan’s to come to his res-
taurant at 660 Walnut Ridge at SH-114.

DCI Names Texas
Best Business Climate

Development Counsellors International, a marketing
company in a survey of 281 corporate executives,
found Texas to have the best business climate in the
nation. Executives cited a strong labor market, low
operating costs and a pro-business climate in
Texas. California was viewed as the state with the
least favorable business climate.   

Targetbase Names President
Irving-based Targetbase named Mark Wright to the
position of President. Targetbase relies on strategies
derived from business intelligence to develop cus-
tomized approaches to marketing opportunities for
its customers including many Fortune 500 compa-
nies

Cell Phone Ban In School Zones
The use of cell phones is prohibited while driving in
Irving school zones and will be enforced on school
days during active school zone hours. The regulation
prohibits motorists from engaging in calls by talking,
dialing or listening on a hand-held mobile telephone,
and entering or reading text messages. Violators could
receive a Class C misdemeanor, which carries a maxi-
mum fine of up to $500.

“Drop The Data” Program To Irving
The U.S. Chamber of Commerce, Visa Inc., and the
Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber are presenting a

be Aug. 19, 11:30 am – 2:00 pm at Byron’s in the Four
Seasons Resort and Club. Reserve your seat by contact-
ing Michael Burlison at 214-217-8481 or
mburlison@irvingchamber.com.

Dallas 100
Are you a privately-owned, fast-growing
company? Now is the time to nominate your company
for the Dallas 100. The SMU Cox Caruth Institute is
seeking to identify the fastest growing, privately held
companies in the Dallas Metroplex. For more informa-
tion, contact the SMU Cox Caruth Institute for Entre-

nationwide program, “Drop The Data”, to help small
business owners reduce the risks of retaining cardholder
data and provide an easy-to-understand plan of action for
businesses. The program will help you protect your busi-
ness and your customers’ information. The program will

preneurship at 214-768-9050, or
www.dallas100.com. Application deadline is Aug. 15.

Billy Shears Grand Opening
The Grand Opening of Billy Shears Hair Salon will
be held Aug. 16 at 1:00pm. Billy Shears is located
218 S. Main Street in the Heritage District

Camden Lakeview
Apartments Sold

A California investor has purchased the 476-unit
Camden Lakeview Apartments at 4600 W. Pioneer
Drive. The apartments were built in 1985.

Save The Date:  TEIR
To Host North Texas Summit

Texas Employers for Immigration Reform (TEIR)
will host a North Texas Summit, Aug. 25, at the Las
Colinas Marriott, 223 W. Las Colinas Boulevard.
More information will be available soon. 

Music & Magic On Main Street
A Heritage District festival is planned for Sep.27,
3:00 – 8:00 pm. Irving businesses who would like a
booth at the Festival are encouraged to contact Don
Williams in the Chamber’s Heritage District office at
dwilliams@irvingchamber.com or 214-507-5091. The
festival will feature professional entertainers, a car
show, a kid’s area, food, and arts and crafts. The
festival will be located on Main Street between Irv-
ing Boulevard and 3rd Street.

First United Methodist
Celebrates 100 Years

A special celebration is being planned by the First
United Methodist Church for Sep. 7 to celebrate 100
years of Christian worship in the City of
Irving. Worship service will be at 10:30 am followed
by lunch at Nimitz High School, 100 Oakdale. RSVP
by calling the church at 972-253-3531, or e-mailing
connie@fumcirving.org.

WEEKLY BIZ BRIEF
A business activity report by the Irving Economic

Development Partnership.

Rachel E. Bell, Mikhail Hanson
and James Christian MacKenzie of
Irving are among 75 undergraduate
college students selected to partici-
pate in the 18th annual ExxonMobil
Community Summer Jobs Program

(CSJP) in Dallas. The program
matches students’ talents with non-
profit organizations, allowing in-
terns to gain firsthand experience
in the nonprofit world while pro-
viding organizations with much

needed help during the summer
months.

Bell, an economics major at
Swarthmore College, is developing
new education resources for teach-
ers and students at the Sixth Floor

at the end of the program, the in-
terns have an appreciation and un-
derstanding of the importance of
community involvement that they
will take with them when they
graduate and enter the professional
world.”

Development seminars and
community service projects teach
interns the value of career aspira-
tions, professionalism and commu-
nity involvement. ExxonMobil’s
$237,000 grant provides the interns
with paychecks and covers the
program’s administrative costs.

“ExxonMobil is inspiring col-
lege students to stay active during
their summer break. It is a joy to
work with the CSJP students and
watch as they help to build a bright
future for the nonprofit community,”
said Phyllis Bernstein, chair, Volun-
teer Center of North Texas’ Dallas
County Council on Volunteerism.
“Through this program,
ExxonMobil is equipping today’s
youth with the tools to become
tomorrow’s leaders in education,
the business world and in the com-
munity.”

Since the program began in
1971, ExxonMobil has provided
more than $8.4 million to support
nearly 4,000 internships in 10 states.

Museum at Dealey Plaza, a museum
chronicling the assassination and
legacy of President John F.
Kennedy Jr. Hanson, an interna-
tional business and marketing stu-
dent at the University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison, is promoting and ex-
ecuting a major fundraising cam-
paign for America Can!, a nonprofit
that provides relationship-based
education and training for at-risk
youth and their families.
MacKenzie, a drama major at the
University of Dallas, is creating
short videos at Globe Aware, a non-
profit promoting cultural aware-
ness and sustainability.

The ExxonMobil CSJP, admin-
istered by the Volunteer Center of
North Texas, encourages students
to learn more about the nonprofit
community through their intern-
ships and to become leaders
throughout their educational and
professional careers.

“We are excited to see stu-
dents taking an active interest in
their communities through this pro-
gram. Our goal is to introduce the
interns to the nonprofit community
and to prepare them for successful
careers, whether in the nonprofit
sector or the corporate world,” said
Robert Lanyon, manager, corporate
citizenship and community invest-
ments, ExxonMobil. “We hope that

IrIrIrIrIrving residents selected for Exxonmobil Community Summer Jobs Proving residents selected for Exxonmobil Community Summer Jobs Proving residents selected for Exxonmobil Community Summer Jobs Proving residents selected for Exxonmobil Community Summer Jobs Proving residents selected for Exxonmobil Community Summer Jobs Programgramgramgramgram



Allison’s Clubhouse
“The BEST In Your Child’s Care”
3425 Finley, Irving, Texas 75062

We are currently accepting applications
for both full and part-time  positions!

Accepting Children Accepting Children Accepting Children Accepting Children Accepting Children Ages:Ages:Ages:Ages:Ages: 6 w 6 w 6 w 6 w 6 weeks threeks threeks threeks threeks thru 11 yu 11 yu 11 yu 11 yu 11 years of ageears of ageears of ageears of ageears of age

We have the

largest  infant

center

in Irving/Las

Colinas!

www.Allisonsclubhouse.com
Call us:  972 258-1800Owners: David and Becky StaleyOwners: David and Becky StaleyOwners: David and Becky StaleyOwners: David and Becky StaleyOwners: David and Becky Staley

DirectorDirectorDirectorDirectorDirector :::::     WWWWWendy Boozerendy Boozerendy Boozerendy Boozerendy Boozer

Notice
Thomas E Diaz MD
is leaving MacArthur

Family Practice (3501
N. MacArthur, #410
Irving, TX 75062) on
Aug. 15, 2008. All
patient records will

remain at MacArthur
Family Practice.

www.irvingrambler.com July  31, 2008

While nearly one-third of U.S.
households have a video-capable
mobile phone, operators are strug-
gling to find an audience for their
mobile video services, according to
Mobile TV: Analysis & Forecast
(Second Edition).

This new report by market re-
search firm Parks Associates found
a majority of consumers with a
video-capable mobile phone have
never used the video features. For
example, 56% have never watched
a video clip using a mobile phone.
These low usage rates are discour-
aging for operators hoping to
boost revenues through new TV
and video services.

“Buy before you try is always
a tough sell,” said John Barrett, Di-
rector of Research, Parks Associ-
ates. “Most subscribers must pay
additional money to watch video
and mobile TV services, even once
they have purchased an appropri-
ate phone. This circumstance pre-
sents an obvious chicken-and-egg

obstacle to adoption. Many con-
sumers are hesitant to pay for a new,
unfamiliar service, but they will re-
main unfamiliar with the service until
they or someone they know uses
it.”

The report predicts operators
will overcome this challenge by of-
fering more programming at no
cost.

“A free taste would go a long

Provided by Rene Smith
In a race to save $100,000 worth

of Live Oak Trees along Fort
Worth’s highways, Chesapeake
Energy rolled out a tanker truck car-
rying 165,000 gallons of water to
help keep the trees alive.

With no good rains in sight,
the trees that adorn the interchange
of Interstates 30 and 35 would have
likely died by the end of the day, if

not for Chesapeake’s assistance,
according to Melinda Adams, city
forester for the City of Fort Worth.

“It’s going to make a big im-
pact to keep those trees alive,” said
Adams, noting that they are highly
visible along the interstate corri-
dors. “We don’t have the funds to
replace them.”

A broken irrigation system and
a persistent drought, with no relief

expected soon, are endangering
between 700 and 800 trees along
the interchange, with the Live Oaks
being the most vulnerable at the
moment.

“They were getting to the point
that if we hadn’t watered today, we
would have lost them all,” Adams
said.

The city notified Chesapeake
officials of the problem and they
responded.

A Chesapeake tanker stopped
at approximately 200 Live Oaks
trees, each worth about $500, and
giving each one of them 50 gallons
of water. A city of Fort Worth crew
was following behind with fresh
mulch on Thursday.

“At the same time the city was
attempting to fix a desperately
needed irrigation system that has
not been used for two to three
years,” Adams said. “In an arrange-
ment with the Texas Department of
Transportation, the city of Fort
Worth planted the trees six to eight
years ago, with the understanding
that the city would provide their
upkeep. But the city simply does
not have enough water or equip-
ment to keep up with the demand in
the wake of triple-digit temperatures
and extremely dry weather.”

“So far this year, the area has
received 16.35 inches of rain, down
more than 5 inches from what is
normal. And while some possible
rain is forecast in coming days, it
will not be enough to make things
greener,” said Jesse Moore, a me-
teorologist with the National
Weather Service in Fort Worth.
“We’re probably not going to see
much of a relief where the drought
is concerned.”

EnerEnerEnerEnerEnergy giant helps sagy giant helps sagy giant helps sagy giant helps sagy giant helps save the treesve the treesve the treesve the treesve the trees

Consumers are not sold
on mobile video services

way in making the consumer case
for mobile TV,” he said. “Mobile TV
services have taken off in Japan
and South Korea, where service is
offered free of charge. In Italy,
where additional fees have been the
norm, usage has been limited. It’s
in everyone’s interest to offer some
free programming.”

For more information, visit
www.parksassociates.com.

Provided by Bob Horton
Keep Irving Beautiful recently

announced the kick-off of an Irv-
ing-wide jingle contest touting re-
cycling. Generous cash prizes are
being offered. The purpose of the
contest, which is open only to Irv-

ing residents and those attending
school or working in Irving, is to
solicit clever “Burma Shave style”
jingles that will initially be used to
promote recycling by apartment ten-
ants.

“Over two-thirds of our Irving

population lives in multi-family
housing,” Morton said. “We are
using grants funding donated by
Anheuser-Busch and Waste Man-
agement, Inc. to pioneer new pro-
motional materials. They will enter-
tain apartment dwellers and encour-

age them to recycle at nearby
schools to benefit their children.”

A sample jingle offered by KIB
volunteers is:

Cans And Paper
   Have Their Place
      In Bins At Schools
         Not Landfill Space!

Other promotional items in-
clude refrigerator magnets, tattoos
for youngsters, and posters as well
as program brochures and news-
letter stuffers for apartment man-
agers.

“This program will find favor
with property managers because it
costs them essentially nothing.  It
gives them a great way to divert
waste from expensive trash removal
to nearby recycling sites,” said KIB
Multi-Family Communities Commit-
tee Chair, Scott Wilson.

“We have high hopes of see-
ing lots of entrants in our jingle
contest,” said Julie Schmitt, KIB
board member and project coordi-
nator. “Cash, personal recognition
and the chance to help the envi-

ronment is a strong mixture of in-
centives. We are awarding $500 for
first place, $250 for second, $100
for third, and six $25 gift certificates
for runner-ups. This kind of con-
test has been done successfully in
California and Colorado that we
know of and we’re thinking the cash
will help assure that Irving does as
well or better than have others.”

The contest from runs July 23
to midnight, Sep. 1. All entries must
be offered online at
www.rockthegreen.org.

KIB offers cash awards for clever “green” rhymes



Serving Irving  families
since 1963

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

We Provide The Personal Touch
David & Carla Davis,

Owners & Licenced Funeral Directors

972-259-7644129 S. O’Connor
Irving, TX 75060

Irving’s oldest funeral home

Chapel of Roses Funeral Home

1225 E. Irving Blvd. 75060
972-554-1031

Owned & Operated by the Chism &
Crouch Families

Directors:
Charlotte Chism Waldrum
Harrell Chism
Austin E. Raney

Offering:
Traditional Funeral Services
Cremation
Military Services

www.ChapelofRosesfh.com

ACCEPTING ALL Pre-Need Funerals

OBITUARIES
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Samuel Douglas
“Doug” Purdy

Samuel Douglas “Doug”
Purdy, 46, passed away on July 29,
2008 in Grand Prairie. 

He was born on July 28, 1962
in Ferndale, MI. Doug had been a
resident of Irving for the past 24
years, he was the project manager
for Kelley’s Glass Company, a mem-
ber of Metro Bible Church and a
graduate of Brandon High School
in Ortonville, MI. 

He was preceded in death by
his sister, Laura Anne Purdy. He is
survived by his mother, Maureen
Ruedisueli and husband, Harold E.
Ruedisueli of Oscoda, MI., father,
Samuel E. Purdy and wife, Patricia
of Troy, MI., son, Ryan Edwin
Purdy of Waxahachie, TX, and three
brothers, Gregory Edward Purdy of
Grand Prairie, Jeffrey Scott Purdy
of Langley, A.F.B, VA, and Timothy
Ryan Purdy of Indian Trail, NC.

Funeral services were held

Aug. 1 at Chapel of Roses Funeral
Home. A private burial will take
place in Michigan. In lieu of flow-
ers memorials may be made to the
Liver Transplant Fund.

Malachi
Christian Arbaiza

Malachi Chris-
tian Arbaiza of
Irving passed
away July 28,
2008.

He was
born Aug. 26,
2001 in Mes-

quite. Malachi bears the name of
the last of the twelve prophets. His
name means “God’s Messenger” or
“God’s Angel”. In the six years of
life that God loaned him to us,
Malachi touched many people’s
lives.

He is survived by parents
Ronika Woolridge and Ramon
Arbaiza, Jr., both of Irving; grand-

mothers Marcelina Arbaiza and
Venona Woolridge; uncle Franklin
Arbaiza; aunts Ana Campos and
Erin Woolridge; and godparents
John and Natalie Flemister. He also
leaves to cherish his loving memo-
ries a host of cousins, aunts and
uncles, friends, and everyone
whose life he touched in some way.

Funeral services were held
Aug. 1 at Brown’s Memorial Funeral
Home. Interment followed at Oak
Grove Memorial Gardens.

Delfa Lynn Ferguson
Delfa Lynn Ferguson, age 38, a life-
long resident of Irving died Aug. 2,
2008 at an Irving hospital.

Born March 29, 1970 in Dallas,
she married Kevin Ferguson on
Nov. 8, 1991 in Irving. Delfa was a
member of the Pentecostal church.

Survivors include her hus-
band, Kevin; step-daughters,
Monica Ferguson of El Paso and
Lisa Daniels of Wisconsin; mother,
Priscilla Powell and husband Dan
of Irving; father, Paul Davault and
wife Diana of Alba; brother, Taylor
Smith and wife Anne of San Diego,
CA; step-sisters, Shawntelle
McKillop of San Angelo, Wendy
Conder of Denton and Danielle
Screws and husband Max of Blue
Ridge; step-brothers, Stephen
Duck and wife Jennifer of Massa-
chusetts, Wesley Duck and wife
Kelly of Dallas, Joshua Josey of
Dallas; uncle, James Davault of
Dallas; aunts, Judy Love and hus-
band Robert of Garland and Vickie
Daniel and husband Bill of
Southlake; and many nieces, neph-
ews and cousins.

Visitation was Thursday at the
funeral home. Services were held
Aug. 8 at Donnelly’s Colonial Fu-
neral Home Chapel.

Lottie Cox
Lottie Cox, a
resident of Irv-
ing, was born
Milada Ann
Harbuz in
Cameron, TX on
Sep. 24, 1917.
Lottie quietly
closed her eyes

Sunday night only to wake up in
the arms of Jesus early the morning
of Aug. 4, 2008 at 90 years young.

She was preceded in death by
her parents, Nykola Henry Harbuz
(1882-1959) and Annie Macik
Harbuz (1886-1966). She grew up in
Sharp, TX. Two siblings also pre-
ceded her in death. A caring big

brother, Jerry Harbuz of Sharp, died
2007 and a wonderful little sister,
Rose Harbuz Brown of Merced, CA
died in 2004.

Ms. Lottie, as she was affec-
tionately known, met and married
on May 17, 1946, the love of her life
for 52 years, David Mountcastle
Cox, Sr. He was born in
Whitewright, TX on March 28, 1924
and preceded Lottie in death on
Sep. 30, 1997. David and Lottie be-
gan their life together in Grand Prai-
rie then moved to Hardrock Road
in the west end of Irving, where she
lived from 1947 until 2007. Lottie was
an awesome homemaker and part-
ner supporting David’s construc-
tion career.

She was always there for her
three children, Laura Cox Glover
and husband, Don of Louisiana,
David Mountcastle Cox, Jr. and wife,
Wendy of Oklahoma and James
Calvin Cox and wife, Marsha of
Texas.

They combined gave Ms.
Lottie her seven grandchildren,
who she loved unconditionally,
Danny Lee Moore, Ashlei Nichole
Giroir, David Mountcastle Cox, III,
Tony Mount Cox, Jamie Christopher
Cox, Charlotte Katrine Cox and Jen-
nifer Marie Cox Ferrell.

These wonderful grandchil-
dren gave her eleven sweet great
grands and one precious great
great granddaughter in 2007,
named, Grace who sadly she never
got to know although that name
sums it up – the beautiful child,
wonderful sister, awesome woman,
loving wife and incredible caring
mother and attentive mamaw, who
everyone loved. She had so much
grace! Also surviving her are a host
of nieces and nephews.

She will be forever missed and
remembered by all, God indeed
blessed us.

Funeral services will be 3 p.m.,
Aug. 9 at Donnelly’s Colonial Fu-

neral Home Chapel with Pastor
Bobby Joe Raper officiating.

The family received friends Fri-
day at the funeral home.

R.C. “Bob” Bates
R.C. “Bob”
Bates, age 82, a
lifelong Irving
resident, died
July 31, 2008 at
Baylor Medical
Center in Irving.

B o r n
July 15, 1926, he

married Wanda Kirkland on Dec. 12,
1947 in Dallas. Mr. Bates retired from
Mosher Steel (now Trinity Indus-
try) after 45 years. A Master Ma-
son, he was a member of Masonic
Lodge No. 1218-Irving, and a mem-
ber of Calvary Baptist Church in
Irving. An avid outdoorsman, he
enjoyed hunting and fishing. A kind
man, Bob, was a very loving hus-
band, father and grandfather who
will be greatly missed.

Preceded in death by a brother,
Robert “Bud” Bates and sister,
“Sis” Anderson, he is survived by
his wife of 60 years, Wanda Bates;
children, Linda Cannon and hus-
band Gary of Carrollton, Jerry Bates
and wife Jenny and Terry Bates and
wife Gina, all of Irving; ten grand-
children and two great grandchil-
dren.

The Funeral Service was held
Aug. 4 at Donnelly’s Colonial Fu-
neral Home Chapel with Rev. Steven
C. Ball officiating. Interment fol-
lowed at Oak Grove Memorial Gar-
dens in Irving. Friends were re-
ceived by the family Sunday at the
funeral home.

Continuing
The Tradition

“The Right Choice
for Over 50 Years.”

BROWN’S MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Ben F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. Brown

Funeral Directors: Gary Westerman
Michael McVey

Jason Rand

Brown Family Owned and Operated.

972-254-4242
www.brownmem.com

Church & Chapel Services
Local, Out of Town Services & Burials

Memorials
Cremation

Memories Flowers 123456789012345678901234567
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ADVERTISING PRICES
First 15 words $7.00
Each additional word $0.20

Bold, Caps, border $7.00

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.  When
you place a classified advertisement in the Rambler, we publish it
online at no additional charge. The Irving Rambler does not accept
submission of an advertisement as a commitment to publish.  Pub-
lication of an advertisement does not create an obligation to con-
tinue publishing.  The Irving Rambler reserves the right to refuse to
publish any advertisement for any reason.  Ads promoting hate
groups, or including inappropriate material will not be published.
E-mail addresses will only be published if included in the copy of
your classified ad.

To purchase classified ads call 214-675-6493.

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES
FOR SALE-Hot Wheels Collection-
Treasure Hunts, Final Runs and
many other series 972-438-4522

SALES POSITION
Local territory, established accounts, People
person, detail oriented, responsible, cour-
teous, articulate, computer literate, MS Of-
fice, email and internet savvy opportunity
for growth, experience preferred, call to
214-675-6493 to discuss your opportinities

WRITER NEEDED
For special projects. People person, detail
oriented, responsible, courteous, articulate,
computer literate, MS Office, email and
internet savvy. Call to 214-675-6493.

Jon’s
Upholstery
Has  MOVED

call
972-255-0060

Miniture - Schnauzers
FOR SALE $400

3 females (white)
1 male (black)
214-507-4753

POSITION DESIRED
Retired Senior widow desires part
time work. Saturday and Sunday /
Days only Receptionist, welcome

greeter, store displays, etc.
Active, good health, neat and

dependable. Prefer Irving,
Coppell, Grand Prairie. Call

972.255.4004

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENTS

HOUSE FOR RENT
2/1 HVAC, and Gas.  Large living
and dining area, ceiling fans, bath-
room has built in vanity with two
sinks, wood floors/carpeting, Mas-
ter BR has large closet, good addi-
tional storage closets, covered pa-
tio breezeway on 1.5 acres, 2-car
garage.  Lots of windows and trees.
$1100.00 972.841.0318

LISTING PRICES

To purchase WORSHIP section listing call 214-675-9445.
From 6 months to one year $7.47Up to 6 months $8.30

The Irving Rambler provides a WORSHIP section to bring
people of similar beliefs together.  The Irving Rambler
does not accept submission of a listing as a commitment
to publish.  Publication of a listing does not create an
obligation to continue publishing.  The Irving Rambler
reserves the right to refuse to publish any listing for any

reason.  Any listing promoting hate groups, or including
inappropriate material will not be published.  E-mail
addresses will only be published if included in the copy of
your listing.
Listings may include your religious organization’s name,
address, telephone number, website url & meeting times.

WORSHIP

First United Methodist Church
211 W. Third St, Irving 75060

972.253.3531
www.fumcirving.org

Sundays 10:30am Sanctuary
6:30pm Chapel

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W Airport Frwy, Irving 75062
(North side of Hwy 183 between

MacArthur & Story)
972.255.4185

www.ppumc.org
Sundays 8:30, 9:15 & 11:00am

United Methodist

Pioneer Drive Baptist Church
4034 W. Pioneer Drive

Irving, Texas 75061
972.790.8828

www.pdbcirving.com
Sundays Traditional Worship

11:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study/Prayer Meeting
7:00 p.m.

Southern Baptist
First Christian Church

210 E. 6th Street, Irving 75060
972.579.0911

www.fccirving.org
Sundays

Bible Study for all ages - 9:30am
Traditional Worship - 10:45am

Disciples of Christ

Berean Memorial Church
1000 E. Sixth Street, Irving 75060

972.438.1440
www.bereanmemorialchurch.org

Sundays 10:45 a.m. 6:30 p.m
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Independent Bible

IRVING CHURCH - GIANT GARAGE SALE
(benefitting Missions) – Fri, Aug 8, 8a-8p; Sat, Aug 9, 8a-

3p; Plymouth Park United Methodist, 1615 W. Airport
Frwy, 75062. Furniture, household, kitchen, electronics,

toys, books, clothes for all ages & much more.

We offer quality Christian education for
Prekindergarten through Sixth Grade.

Small classes  • Dedicated Teachers  •Academic Excellence

Berean Christian Academy
1000 E. 6th St., Irving TX 75060

972 - 438 - 1440

North Irving Church of Christ
727 Metker St. Irving, Texas 75062

972.252.9981
Sundays Bible Study - 9:00 a.m.
Worship - 10:00 a.m. 5:00 p.m.

Wednesdays Bible Study – 7:00 p.m.

Church of Christ

www.bereanmemorialchurch.org

“Serving Irving since 1954”

cause they are afraid they might
come back,” she said.

City officers have yet to offi-
cially respond to the unorthodox
flocks.

“We didn’t approach Code En-
forcement with this idea. At this
point, nothing has been said to us
about code. The flocks are not stay-
ing long enough for any reaction
from the City. There are only 60 birds
out there and Irving is a pretty
good sized city.

“We just ask that if the birds
appear in your yard, that you be
nice to them. If you really don’t

want the birds in your yard, just
call us and we will come get them.

“Hopefully, it will be a good
fundraiser. The money will go to
purchase AmTrykes, which are
therapeutic tricycles for people with
disabilities. The sizes range from
toddler to adult. AmTrykes can be
powered by a rider’s hands or feet
or a combination. The Ambucs do
not want anyone to be charged for
the AmTrykes, so we give them
away when they are requested,”
Ms. Chism Waldrum said.

Cindy Morgan, vice-president
of the Yellow Rose Ambucs has al-
legedly played a role in the myste-
rious flock appearances.

“Flamingos are fun. I find it
more fun than I anticipated it to be
to put the birds in the yards. You
try to figure out the best placement
for the birds. You are sort of like a
cat burglar, circumventing the mo-
tion lights and trying to keep the
noise down,” Ms. Morgan said. “I
look for birds now when I am driv-
ing.

“Basically we are doing all this
for the AmTrykes and the kids who
will benefit from the money.”

If you would like to send a flock
to the home of a friend, foe or
mother-in-law for a donation of $30
or more, contact Charlotte Chism
Waldrum at 972-554-1031.

Continued from page 1

Fundraiser is for the birds

“Every Christian family ought to
be as it were a little church, conse-
crated to Christ, and wholly influ-
enced and governed by his
rules. And family education and
order are some of the chief of the
means of grace.”   Jonathan
Edwards



Answers for 7-31-2008

Answers for 7-31-2008

Answers for 7-31-2008
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As Irving enters budget season it enjoys a
luxury other Metroplex cities severely lack this year:
budget security.  Dallas, Fort Worth, and Plano all
project huge budget deficits, some reaching into
the tens of millions of dollars.  The economically
turbulent times have not impacted Irving’s tax base
like other nearby cities, as both our property tax
and sales tax revenues have actually increased.

Over the past year, Irving has spent millions of
dollars on outside consultants.  Analysis of water
assets cost nearly $400,000, $600,000 on transpor-
tation consulting, leadership counseling cost
$70,000, $5,000 per month was spent on a minority
and women owned business consultant, a mystery
shopper program cost $23,000 and designs for ani-
mal services have cost $575,000.  This is merely a

Consultants:  At What Price?

Beth Van
Duyne has
been on the
Irving City
Council for
4 years
and is a 22

year resident of Irving.  A
magna cum laude gradu-
ate of Cornell University,
Beth is VP of Marketing for
an Irving-based technology
company.  She can be
reached at
Beth@BethForIrving.com.

With this financial stability the
tendency may be to slip into im-
pulsive spending, but Irving’s
citizens and taxpayers deserve
the highest level of spending
scrutiny from their City Council.

With last year’s budget, Irv-
ing cut administrative costs and
increased the quality of city ser-
vices.  We added ten new police
officers whose work aided in de-
creasing crime 7 percent.  Un-
fortunately, however, last year’s
budget raised the cost of living
and the price of doing business
in Irving.  Increases for residents
and businesses included a new
franchise fee on utilities, a 4%
increase in water bills, a 2% in-
crease in sewer rates, and an additional 2% tax on
hotels.  Any increase in fees or taxes means the
government wants more money to provide services,
but before taxpayers reach for their pocketbooks
they should ask, “What have you been spending
our money on?”

In addition to funding salaries and benefits for
city employees, the City Council contracts jobs and
projects to external businesses.  It is in this prac-
tice that the most ambiguous expenditures occur
and where the most scrutiny is required.

Recently the Council voted to grant a half-mil-
lion dollar contract to a Colorado firm to revamp the
city’s zoning ordinances.  As Councilman Spink
voiced in opposition, “It can be better resolved
within our city.”  Questions were raised about
whether Irving’s own full-time, experienced employ-
ees could complete the task without the staggering
cost of hiring yet another consulting firm.  The
money spent to hire Clarion Associates of Denver
could have paid the salary and benefits of five new
police officers for a whole year.

small portion of an extensive,
ever growing list.  Some consult-
ants fulfill specialized tasks that
city employees may not have the
time or training to complete, but
in approving any contract the
city must do two things: use
strict scrutiny to determine if the
outsourcing of a project is nec-
essary, and if so negotiate for
the best value.  The city of Irv-
ing enjoys tax revenues many
cities dream about, but that is
no excuse for unnecessary
spending.

The City Council is charged
with providing Irving’s resi-
dents the highest quality of life
possible and funds should be

directed to achieve this.  Crime in Irving remains
above average compared to surrounding cities even
with the great success of the Police Department in
the past year.  Irving’s Job growth is a stagnant .38
percent per year, with neighbors Dallas, Grapevine,
and Arlington growing nearly twenty times as fast.
With this room for improvement, Irving must ad-
here to the soundest spending principles so as to
provide quality services while keeping taxes low to
attract new business and development.

With the budget retreat approaching this month
and public hearings to follow on September 4th and
11th, I welcome citizen involvement and input so
that Irving can use its tax resources in the best way
possible.  Unnecessary spending is an insult to the
Irving residents who entrust this Council with their
hard-earned money.  Every dollar that comes into
City Hall deserves to be spent with the utmost value
for the citizens of Irving.

Share your thoughts on this and other issues.
Visit www.BethForIrving.com.
Beth Van Duyne - Irving City Council, Place 2

The costs are covered by pri-
vate sector donations. The only
thing the veterans are required to
pay for is their Internet connec-
tion.”

The program first gave com-
puters to veterans accessing the
local VA hospital.

“I target the wounded soldiers
who are outpatients of the VA hos-
pital first, and the disabled veter-
ans second. A wounded veteran is
someone who was injured in com-
bat. A disabled veteran is someone
who was injured in a non-combat
related accident such as a motor-
cycle wreck,” Sir Duck said. “We
speak with the veterans to deter-
mine if they can complete the on-
line course. A lot of veterans with
head injuries or on a lot of medica-
tion can’t take the course, because
they just can’t concentrate for long
periods of time or they can’t remem-
ber the information they are trying
to learn. Some of them are not inter-
ested in taking an IT course.

“The kicker is, we still give
them a computer if they want one.
We would like for them to take the
course, but we don’t discriminate
against those who don’t. The only
catch to the program is you must
be a veteran.”

Most of the computers come
to the program through the National
Cristina Foundation, but a few com-
puters also come through the Light-
house for the Blind.

“These computers are prima-
rily donated by corporations that
are upgrading their systems. The
computers are refurbished Dells,
and none of them contain less than
a Pentium 4. The hard-drives are

usually a pretty good size. So these
are all nice computers,” he said.

“Sometimes we have laptops,
but most of the computers are desk-
tops. Every now and again we will
get a bunch of laptops, and they
go quick. They are like gold. We try
to set back the laptops for veterans
who need them. We want veterans
in wheelchairs or veterans who have
a disability that prevents them from
easily using a desk-top to receive
the laptops.”

American Legion Posts around
the country should soon be in-
volved in similar programs.

“This program in Texas is the
pilot program. We went to the state
convention in Corpus Christi where
we presented this program to all of
the American Legion Post Com-
manders. They liked the program
so much they invited us to make a
presentation at the national con-
vention in Phoenix on Aug. 22. Over
time, this program will go nation-
wide.

“To participate in this program,
veterans should contact their local
American Legion Post. If their post
doesn’t know about the program,
they can contact Post 218 at 972-
438-8073 or by mail at P.O. Box
170275, Irving, TX 75017-0275.
People can also contact us if they
would like to donate their comput-
ers. We can even arrange to pick-
up computers that meet our require-
ments.”

Temporarily homeless, Post
218 is searching for office space to
continue promoting this and other
programs. Companies interested in
donating office space should con-
tact Sir Duck at 972-438-8073 or
alpost218irving@yahoo.co.

The contract would permit
Hugo to generate substantial and
recurring annual income to benefit
current and future generations of
the community. Other benefits to
Hugo would include the addition
of new facilities and equipment,
accelerated payment of municipal
debt and the expansion of local ser-
vices of interest to Hugo residents,
without the burden of higher water
rates, fees or taxes.

Additionally, the City of Irv-
ing would assist in the preserva-
tion of Hugo’s resource, maintain-
ing specific water levels so as not
to deplete the reservoir, which of-

fers numerous recreational and tour-
ism opportunities and is home to
area wildlife.

“We are pleased with this co-
operation with the City of Hugo,
and look forward to a long-term
partnership,” Irving Mayor Herbert
A. Gears said. “Our agreement with
Hugo is just one of several projects
the City of Irving is pursuing to
ensure a diversified water supply.”

Once all legal issues in mov-
ing the water are resolved, Irving
would purchase a portion of the
total water supply from Hugo and
potentially make the water available
to other regional water suppliers in
North Texas.

The Southwest Branch Library,
2216 W. Shady Grove Road, cel-
ebrates Texas history this August
with programs for all ages.
Partnering with Humanities Texas
and Texas Heroes, the Irving Pub-
lic Library will host a
traveling exhibit, craft demonstra-
tions and a presentation from Sam
Houston.

“The Southwest Branch Li-
brary is pleased to present Irving
residents with a fun and exciting
way to learn about Texas history,”

Darla Pyron, senior librarian said.
“These programs teach us not only
about Texas history, but also about
the events that helped shape us as
a community and state.”

The following events are free
and open to all ages:

Alamo Images: Changing Per-
ceptions of a Texas Experience –
The Irving Public Library, in part-
nership with Humanities Texas, will
present Alamo Images Aug. 11-23.
This exhibit surveys the Alamo of
the Texas imagination through his-

Public library celebrates Texas history in August
torical documents, paintings,
sketches, cartoons, comic books,
television and movie interpreta-
tions.

Texas Artisans – Authentic
Texas artisans demonstrate their
fascinating skills at 2 p.m. Aug. 16.

Come watch as weavers, a wood
carver and a butter maker take at-
tendees back in Texas history.

An Evening with Sam Houston
– The Southwest Branch Library
presents an Evening with Sam
Houston at 7 p.m. Aug. 19. The leg-
endary Sam Houston will share sto-
ries of his extraordinary life as one
of Texas’s greatest and most influ-
ential men.

No registration is required to
attend any of the programs. For
more information, call 987-721-2546.

Provided by Kelli Petras
state transportation officials ap-
proved awards totaling $11.6 mil-
lion to support public transporta-

tion in Texas. The Texas Transpor-
tation Commission approved the
funding at its July meeting.

The $11.6 million will be
awarded to small urban and rural
transit agencies across the state for
fleet replacement.

The Texas Department of
Transportation (TxDOT) was the
single largest award recipient of a
recent Federal Transit Administra-
tion allocation of $96 million from
its discretionary bus and bus facili-
ties grants program. Of the $96 mil-
lion, nearly $30 million is coming to
Texas. 

Other Texas transit agencies
receiving funds from this FTA
award include DART-$9 million,
Houston METRO-$7 million, and
VIA-$2 million. This funding will
assist 51 transit agencies in Texas.

Additionally, in its continuing
commitment to address local fund-
ing shortfalls, the commission also
awarded $1,624,183 in Transporta-

tion Development Credits (TDC) to
participating urban and rural tran-
sit districts for local match require-
ments. 
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