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WE CARE ABOUT YOU & YOUR FAMILYWE CARE ABOUT YOU & YOUR FAMILY
Office Hours:  

Mon-Fri   8:00 AM–5:00 PM
After Hours Clinic:

No appointment necessary 
Mon-Fri 5:00 PM–9:00 PM

Sat & Sun 9:00 AM–4:00 PM 
Lab & Radiology:

Mon-Fri 7:30 AM–5:30 PM
Not available for After Hours Clinic

Main Location:
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, 75061

Other Locations:
Valdez Clinic: 3501 N. MacArthur Blvd #400
Tuscan: 701 Tuscan Dr #205
Baylor MOBI: 2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. #425
Las Colinas: 6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #250
OB/GYN: 6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #255

972-253-4200
www.mscitx.com

972-253-4200
www.mscitx.com

Flood waters rise making streets impassable and damaging property in the Cimmaron Meadows 
Mobile Home Community.

By Jess Paniszczyn
 Tropical Storm Hermine made 
its presence felt throughout the 
Metroplex on Sep. 7-8. In 24 hours, 
the clouds dropped 7.4 inches of 
water on Irving. 
 On Wednesday afternoon, 
Running Bear Park near the inter-
section of Hunter Ferrell and Story 
Road filled with water. The water 
continued to rise making access to 
nearby mobile homes treacherous 
and posing damage to property. A 
number of City departments in-
cluding the police, fire, emergency 
management and street operations 
as well as the American Red Cross 
helped to warn residents of the 
danger and evacuate people.
 Ninety people were evacuated 
by City dump trucks, while 75 resi-

Sep. 9. 
 Irving Police Chief Larry 
Boyd and Captain David Coulon, 
Commander of Special Operations 
Division, discussed the ordinance 
with Council members during their 
work session the day before the 
vote.
 “We haven’t seen a significant 
problem here in Irving,” Chief 
Boyd said. “There has been a 
proliferation of ordinances in our 
region to address K2 and Salvia. 
What we want to avoid is even 
though we don’t have a current 
problem with it, we don’t want 
to be the location that is the only 
location in the Metroplex where it 
is still legal to sell or possess these 
drugs. So the people who market 
these would be forced into Irving. 
It is a proactive step on our part.” 
 Captain Coulon presented a 
general overview of the ordinance 
and the reasons it is needed to the 
Council.
 “K2 is a generic name for four 
different products,” Captain Coulon 
said. “They are all synthetic drugs. 
We have named those substances 
in the proposed City Ordinance. 
These drugs were meant to mimic 
the affects of marijuana.
 “K2 is only theoretically syn-
thetic marijuana. There are no sci-
entific studies proving K2 has the 
exact same effects as marijuana.  
 “Salvia is the second thing 
we are talking about. On the old 

By Jess Paniszczyn
 As a student, I found Algebra 
to be a harrowing journey. Once I 
achieved a passing grade, I went on 
with my life without a glance back. 
Little did I know algebra wasn’t 
done with me yet. 
 Last year as a parent, algebra 
intruded on my life again. How-
ever, this time my daughter was 
the student. My second journey 
through the trials posed by algebra 
was just as difficult and fraught 
with tears as the first one. The 
only exception being that it now 
involved my entire family. 
 Though she did well on tests, 
my daughter’s homework grades 
varied greatly: one day a 23, the 
next an 85, then a 31, perchance 
followed by a 93, which preceded 
a 72. If her grades had been plotted 
on a graph it would have looked 
like a seismograph during an 
earthquake. By doing and redoing 
homework often three times an as-
signment, my daughter finally left 
the world of algebra with a passing 
grade. 
 Now we have geometry. She 
has already brought home her 

dents evacuated on foot or in their 
personal vehicles, according to the 
City’s Emergency Management 
Department.
 The water was very impres-
sive. It is kind of hard to describe 
what I saw in words,” said Chief 
Mario Molina of the Irving Fire 
Department. “There were large 
amounts of water moving very 
rapidly. 
 “In a typical day, we have any-
where from 45 to 50 calls. Within 
the last 24 hours (Wednesday), we 
had 96 calls. That is about double 
the number of calls.”
 There are a number of reasons 
why people stay in their homes as 
flood waters rise. 
 “If you have lived in Texas for 
any amount of time, you know and 

People evacuated as waters rise
sometimes we forget, it does not 
take much time to flood when there 
is a significant amount of rain. In 
24 hours, we had over seven inches 
of rain. That is a lot of rain,” he 
said. 
 “Water is often deceiving. 
Water may appear to be stagnant, 
but it does have some flow to it. 
 “There are folks who don’t 

think it will flood. They feel it is 
just a little rain, and the rain that 
falls will runoff into the creeks. 
Flooding can happen very rap-
idly. Sometimes some of the older 
residents don’t want to leave their 
house, because they want to be 
there to protect their belongings. 
Certainly life is more important 
than belongings. Both our fire 

and police departments work very 
closely to make sure that if there is 
a need for evacuation, those homes 
and businesses are protected. 
 “People think their vehicle 
is extremely heavy and it is not 
going to be moved. But water is 
very strong. If water impacts the 

K2 and salvia
il legal in Irving
By Jess Paniszczyn
 The City Council voted unani-
mously to enact an ordinance mak-
ing the sale or possession of K2 
and salvia a Class C misdemeanor, 
a criminal offence, in Irving as of 

IISD adopts new grading policy
first grade in the 20s, and school 
has only been in session for three 
weeks. So imagine my confusion 
when I learned homework grades 
no longer count towards my child’s 
final grade as Irving ISD has ad-
opted a new grading policy. 
 Formative Assessment Grades 
such as homework and daily as-
signments do not count as part 
of a student’s grade. Summative 
Assessment Grades such as tests, 
essays and projects count as 100 
percent of a student’s. Teachers 
use guidelines to decide whether a 
grade is formative or summative.  
 In an effort to learn more about 
this new grading system, I spoke 
with Dr. Marie Morris, IISD’s As-
sistant Superintendent of Teaching 
and Learning.
 “The last legislative session 
passed Senate Bill 2033, which 
was aimed at removing a mini-
mum floor students would receive 
on failing work,” Dr. Morris said. 
“Many districts had those types of 
policies. For example, if a student 
failed a test with a grade of 29, a 50 
was recorded by many districts in 
order to give the student a chance 

to dig him or herself out of the hole 
and still pass. Districts did that in 
order to keep students working, so 
they wouldn’t give up and in many 
cases drop out. 
 “When they passed Senate 
Bill 2033, there were some condi-
tions. One of the conditions was 
that grades would be based on 
student mastery of the curriculum. 
That eliminates things like par-
ticipation, neatness, kindliness, 
and if a student brought Kleenex 
or not. Grades are based on what 
the students have achieved not on 
how fast they learned it or on other 
artificial measures. 
 “The summative grade is not 
taken until the student has been 
taught, lead through some guided 
practice, and if they don’t know it, 
retaught at least once. If students 
fail an assessment the first time 
whether a speech, an essay, a test, 
a conversation scored against a 
rubric or whatever that might be, 
they are given one additional time 
to study, to be retaught and to take 
the assessment. If they fail it again, 

Thought for the week:
“Computers are incredibly fast,
  accurate and stupid.
Human beings are incredibly
  slow, inaccurate and brilliant.
Together they are powerful beyond 
imagination.”— Albert Einstein

See STORM, Page 5

See ORDINANCE, Page 11
See GRADING, Page 6

Photo by Janie Bermea
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The Irving Rambler (972) 870-1992
irving@irvingrambler.com

Member of The  Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce -- The Irving Rambler is Copyrighted 2010

 The entire contents of this newspaper are the sole 
property of The Irving Rambler, Inc., with all rights 
reserved. Reproduction or use, without permission, of 
editorial or graphic content in any manner is prohibited.
 If you have an upcoming event, game scores, a press 
release, or interesting story, please let us know.  The Irving 
Rambler encourages submission of articles, facts, and 
photographs pertaining to the people, life, business, and 
entertainment of Irving, Texas.
 The Irving Rambler 024981 is published weekly 
by Irving Rambler, Inc., P.O. Box 177731, Irving, TX 
75017.

 The Publication of columnists’ views, as well as 
advertising, does not constitute endorsement. The Irving 
Rambler reserves the right to reject or edit any advertis-
ing.  The Irving Rambler, its publisher, and editor are 
not responsible for errors in advertising.
 The Irving Rambler Volume 7 Issue 37 is pub-
lished weekly for $35 dollars a year by The Irving Ram-
bler, Inc.  627 S. Rogers, Irving, TX 75060. Periodicals 
postage prices paid at Irving, Texas. POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to The Irving Rambler, P.O. Box 
177731, Irving, TX 75017.

 You can subscribe to The Irving Rambler for $35 
per year. The Irving Rambler is also distributed throughout 
Irving in businesses and public areas. 
 Deadline for the submission of articles and adver-
tising is noon Wednesday, prior to the publication date.  
All submitted articles are subject to editing.  Opinions 
expressed in submitted advertisements, articles, editorial, 
or commentary are those of the writer, and not necessarily 
those of The Irving Rambler, the publisher, editor, or any 
staff member. All articles, press releases, photographs and 
other materials submitted become the property of The Irving 
Rambler.

Stacey Starkey -Director
214-675-9920

John Starkey - Publisher
214-675-6493

Jeana Aguirre - Sales Manager
817-454-4050

Pam Brown - Sales - National/Legal
214-675-9445

Margaret Lopez - Sales
214-675-6493

Jessica Starkey - Circulation
972-870-1992

MUSTANG FALL FLEA MARKET
October 2nd from 8 am - 1 pm

Seller registration begins Sept. 13
Call Mustang Park for more info

972-556-1334

September 11  - From 9am to 
noon
 Bio Blitz
Campion Trails - Bird’s Fort Trail 
Park, 5757 Riverside Drive n. Is 
an event designed for community 

members to participate in a spe-
cies inventory at Campion Trails. 
From 9 a.m. to noon Volunteers 
will gather at Bird’s Fort Trail 
Park, divide into teams and docu-
ment types and number of species 

seen on sections of Campion Trail. 
For more information, call (972) 
742-2296.

September 11 at - 7:30am
Fun Run
Join Dr. Bedden, IISD staff, corpo-
rate partners, and community sup-
porters for the 1st annual 5K Fun 
Run/Walk in memory of Lindsey 
Lear to benefit grants and scholar-
ships for IISD students, teachers, 
and staff. Event takes place in the 
Irving Riverbottoms/Trinity View 

Athletic Park, 7:30 a.m. registra-
tion, 8:30 a.m. 1 mile Fun Run, 
9:00 a.m. 5K Walk/Run. Fee is $30 
on the day of event.

September 11 from 7-9 p.mArtist 
Reception
Thawing pebbles create unique 
auditory effects in Los Angeles 
artist’s contemporary exhibition 
Gongs.Wires.Bamboo reception 
from 7-9 p.m. Exhibit Sep. 11 to 
Oct. 31 at Irving Arts Center.

September 11 from 2 -4pm
Kid’s Day at the Post
VFW Post 2494 Irving along with 
the Ladies & Men’s Auxiliaries 
and Junior Girls will hold a “Kid’s 
Day at the Post” from 2 to 4 PM. 
There will be games, many activi-
ties, food & music and the Police 
Department will provide a Safety 
demonstration. Everyone is wel-
come to attend however children 
must be accompanied by an adult. 
In addition, there will be a Horse-
shoe tournament beginning at 1 
PM. For full information on all 
activities, call the Post at 972-790-
1611. VFW Post 2494 is located at 
3375 Belt Line Road, just south of 
Shady Grove.

September 11 at 2:30pm
Puppet Show
The Northwest Branch Public Li-
brary, 2928 North Beltline Road, 
will be hosting the “Children of 
the World” Puppet Show presented 
by MerryMakers, for children and 
families at 2:30 p.m., in the Chil-
dren’s Programming Room. No 
registration is required. Free, for all 
ages. Children under age 8 should 
be accompanied by a guardian. 
For more information or questions, 
please call the Northwest Branch 
Library at 972-721-2691or check 
the library website at www.cityo-
firving.org/library
 
September 13 from 7 - 8:30pm
Bereavement Support
The Visiting Nurse Association is 
offering a six-week bereavement 
support group for adults who are 
grieving the death of a loved one. 
The support group will meet from 
7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at the Heritage 
Senior Center library on 200 S. 
Jefferson Street in Irving. There is 
no cost to attend the support group. 
Reservations can be made by 
contacting Sue Rafferty, Manager 
of Hospice Bereavement Services 
for the Visiting Nurse Association, 
at (214) 689-2922 or rafferts@
vnatexas.org.

September 17
Volunteer Recruitment
The Municipal Court is recruit-
ing youth and adult volunteers 
to participate in the city’s Teen 
Court program. Training for new 
teen volunteers will be held from 
9:30am to 4:45pm Sep. 25 at the 
Criminal Justice Center, 305 N. 
O’Connor Road. The program 
allows high school students, ages 
14-17, to serve as prosecuting and 
defense lawyers, clerks, bailiffs, 
jurors and master jurors (must have 
a driver’s license or permit). Adult 
volunteers supervise the juries, 
help defendants with the check-out 
process and oversee jury assign-
ments. Attorneys may sit on the 
bench as Teen Court judges. Call 
(972) 721-3601 for more informa-
tion. Completed applications must 
be submitted by Sep. 17.
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POLICE & FIRE

Irving Fire Department responded to 310 incidents.
The Fire incidents

    71  Miscellaneous Fire 
         and Rescue Calls
      4  Structure Fires
      4   Special Operations
      3  Vehicle Fires

Medical calls
  37  Major Accidents
  76 Major Medical
  28 Heart Attacks
  33 Difficulty Breathing
  43 Trauma Related
  11 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary:  September 2 - 8, 2010

Residential & Commercial Real Estate
   Buying, Selling or Relocating call...

Each office is independently owned and operated.  

BILL WREN
Broker/Associate

(469) 951-1435
(972) 601-7841

Serving Irving since 1966

The Irving Rambler is accepting donations of musical instru-
ments for Irving music organizations to provide to kids par-
ticipating in their music programs. We will accept any band 
or orchestra equipment  including drum sticks, saxophones, 
guitars, violins, recorders, electric keyboards, etc.

If you have a band, orchestra or other musical instrument you would like to 
donate to a music program, call 972-870-1992 to arrange for someone to pick up 
the instrument, or drop it off at The Irving Rambler, 627 S. Rogers, Irving.

If you are part of a music program please let us know about you by emailing 
irving@irvingrambler.com.

Due to the unexpected increase of students entering band and 
orchestra, the Irving Independent School district has a temporary 
shortfall of instruments for students. Lamar Middle School is currently 
short about 42 instruments while the other middle schools are short 
about a dozen instruments each. Please look in your closets, and 
donate your old instruments that are collecting dust, so a child 
can receive the instrument and enjoy the opportunity to develop 
musically.

Irving Independent School District

MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

WANTED

Aggravated Robbery: 08-31-10 
at 12:20 p.m.  The suspect entered 
the First Convenience Bank (in-
side WalMart) normally, as any 
other customer. He presented a 
note to the bank teller demanding 
money. The employee complied 
while activating the alarm. The 
suspect walked away, apparently 
toward the south across the theater 
property.

Stabbing: 08-31-10 at 10:10 p.m.  
The male resident was involved in 
a heated argument with some of 
his overnight guests outside of his 
apartment in the Oak Hills Apart-
ments. He went to a neighbor’s 
apartment obtained a kitchen knife 
and returned to the argument. He 
threatened two females and caused 
a struggle for the weapon. During 
the struggle, the suspect suffered a 
deep cut to his cheek. He received 
several stitches and then was ar-
rested and placed in jail.

House Explosion: 09-03-10 at 
6:50 p.m.  Officers and Irving Fire 
Department were dispatched to a 
house explosion and fire in the 400 
block Katherine Circle. The victim 
was remodeling the home. The 
home exploded causing extensive 
structural damage and ejecting the 
victim into the yard. The victim 
was transported to Parkland Hos-
pital with burn injuries. Irving Fire 

Department Arson investigators 
responded.

Pursuit: 09-05-10 at 1:07 a.m. Of-
ficers attempted to stop a vehicle 
on traffic. The suspect fled north 
bound on Riverside, then north 
of Royal. The suspect failed to 
negotiate the curve south of Valley 
View. The vehicle left the roadway 
and stopped deep inside a wooded 
area. The suspect fled on foot. Of-
ficers were not able to locate the 
suspect.

Aggravated Robbery: 09-08-10 at 
1:35 a.m.  The victim reported that 
a known female and an unknown 
male stole two cars, a wallet and 
cell phone from him at gunpoint in 
the 1500 block of N. Beltline. This 
occurred while the suspects were 
assisting the victim shuttle a car 
from the victim’s repair shop back 
to his Dallas home. The victim then 

•	Honors	in	clerkships	at
 Universidad Nacional Mayor
 de San Marcos of Lima Peru, 
 where he earned his M.D.
 in 1996
•		Residency	at	Bronx	Lebanon	
	 Hospital	Center	in	New	York
•		Certified	by	American	Board	
 of Internal Medicine in
	 August	of	2003
•		Bilingual-Spanish	and	English

Call to schedule
an appointment today!

972-253-4245

INTRODuCING

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Ste 325
Irving TX 75061

Gabriel Zevallos, M.D.
Specializing in Internal Medicine

took a cab to the CJC to report the 
offense. There were no injuries.

Neighborhood Evacuation: 09-
08-10  Rising flood water began 
to threaten entry into the mobile 
homes & had made the entrances 
into the Big Tex Mobile Home 
Park impassable. Several city 
departments and The Red Cross 
responded. Large trucks were used 
to transport 90 “evacuees” over the 
flood waters. Approximately one 
dozen people were transported to 
Senter Park, where they made ar-
rangements for 
private trans-
portation and 
lodging. There 
were no injuries 
reported or city 
property dam-
aged resulting 
from the opera-
tion.

September 18, 2010 – 7:00 P.M.

Let’s go down Memory Lane viewing beautiful wedding gowns 
from the good old days until present.  Enjoy a delicious Brazilian 

dinner by Chef Fr. Clair Orso of grilled steaks, chicken salad, 
wedding cake, and champagne.  A prize will be given for the 
most vintage wedding dress shown.  After the show, stay for a 

night of dancing and margaritas.

If you can show your wedding gown, or if you are interested in 
modeling, please contact

Norma Quintanilla at 214.392.5856 or
Rosa Rodriguez at 214.725.8119.

 For ticket information and reservations, contact
Gloria Madrigal at 214.402.9011.

St. Luke Gym Fashion House
$25.00 per person – children 12 and older only

Bridal ShowThe International

Provided by Sara J. Balough
 Several leading Big Brothers 
Big Sisters agencies from across 

the state have joined together to 
form Big Brothers Big Sisters 
Lone Star. The combined agency 
expects to serve more than 10,000 
children this year and will benefit 
from streamlined operations and in-
creased efficiencies that will lower 
the cost of doing business, while 
ultimately serving more children 
with much needed mentors and 
providing volunteers better access 
to program opportunities.
 “By combining forces, the 

organization will be more efficient, 
capable of serving children in the 
most efficient way possible and 
with maximum impact,” said Ron 
Hadley, Houston President, Big 
Brothers Big Sisters Lone Star.
 The service area includes 106 
counties across Texas, serving cit-
ies from San Angelo through the 
Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex to 
Paris.
 T. Charles Pierson, Chief 
Executive Officer, Big Brothers 

Big Sisters Lone Star, will lead 
the new entity from its corporate 
headquarters located in Irving.
 “It’s a historic opportunity,” 
said Pierson. “Businesses look to 
do this because, from an operations 
efficiency standpoint, from an op-
erations excellence standpoint, and 

from a strategic point of view, it 
makes sense. In the end, it leads to 
more children being served. What 
makes sense in the for-profit world 
also makes sense in the non-profit 
world.”
 For more information, contact 
888-887-BIGS.

Agencies to create Big Brothers Big Sisters Lone Star

Lost
grey male dog

Yorkie
Name: Toby 
972.255.3291

Reward offered.
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Protected local territory for expanding newspaper. Needs to be a 
people person, detail oriented, responsible, courteous, articulate, 

computer literate, MS  Office, email and Internet savvy opportunity 
for growth, experience preferred, but training provided. Expected to 

expand and maintain client base.
Email resume to jeanaa@irvingrambler.com

OUTSIDE SALES POSITION

HELP
WANTED

HOUSE
FOR SALE

RUSTIc hOmE 
Rustic home on large, scenic 
lot available at 1616 W. 7th St. 
Split bedrooms, large sun-
room overlooking a large back 
yard. Roof recently added. 3 
bedroom, 2 bathroom, 1819 
square feet. Must sell as fam-
ily has outgrown this house

hOUSE & 
cOTTAGE

House is 2/1, 2-sink vanity, 
w/d conn., HVAC & gas, lots of 
closets/storage, wood floors, 
covered breezeway between 
house and 2-car garage. Cot-
tage is 1/1, kitchen, all electric, 
separate bedroom and bath, 
wood floors. Great for home 
office or Mom! Water and lawn 
care included in rent! CALL 
214.675.9445

hORSE
PROPERTY

2/1 house & 1/1 cottage- great 
for home office! Three stall 
barn & three large corrals. 
Water and lawn care incl. 
CALL 214.675.9445

FOR 
RENT

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Public Hearing
The City Council of the City of Irving, Texas 
will conduct a public hearing on the 2010-11 
City of Irving Budget including General Fund, 
Water & Sewer System Funds, Solid Waste 
Fund, Garage Fund, Interest & Sinking Funds, 
Capital Improvement Funds, Other Funds, 
Irving Convention & Visitors Bureau Funds 
and the Arts Center Funds, in the City Coun-
cil Chambers Civic Center Complex, 825 W. 
Irving Boulevard, Irving, Texas on September 
23, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. 

LEGAL NOTICE

SALES POSITION
Local territory, People person, 
detail oriented, responsible, 
courteous, articulate, com-
puter literate, MS Office, email 
and Internet savvy opportunity 
for growth, experience pre-
ferred. Call to 214-675-6493 
to discuss your future.

cAN’T mISS
ThIS GARAGE SALE!!

Really, really BIG
@ 1824 W. 11th St.

Sept. 10-12
What ever you need,

we’ve got!
Call Pat @ 972-834-6645

GARAGE
SALE

Answers for Sept. 11, 2010

LETTER TO
THE EDITOR

The Letters to the Editor allows 
you the opportunity to give 
your input, letters, comments 
– good as well as bad.
If you would like to see your 
ideas in print, email them to 
Irving@IrvingRambler.com

For Sale; Beautiful 
Antique Table / 6 chairs; 
China Cabinet and one 
dresser with mirror. Call 
214.402.8000 to make 

appt. to see.

§
§
§
§
§

NOTICE OF PROCEEDINGS AND ORDER

The Court issues the following Notice of Proceedings and Order pursuant to Chapter 1205 of the Texas Government 
Code:

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to: (1) all persons who reside within the City of Irving, Texas (the “City”), (2) all persons 
who own property located within the City, (3) all persons who are taxpayers of the City, and (4) all persons who 
have or claim a right, title, or interest in any property or money to be affected by the proceedings described below, 
including the authorization or issuance of the public securities described below.  The persons named in (1), (2), 
(3), and (4) above shall be referred to as the “Interested Parties.”

The City is planning to issue municipal bonds (the “Public Securities”) to fund a portion of the costs of planning, 
designing, constructing, equipping, and financing an entertainment center and boutique hotel (the “Entertainment 
and Hotel Project” or “Project”).  This Project will be built in the Las Colinas Urban Center adjacent to the City’s new 
convention center, and it will include a boutique hotel, performance hall, performance stages, pedestrian walkway, 
open air plazas, restaurants, and parking facilities. 

The City intends to issue the Public Securities in three series in a total amount not to exceed $200 million in net 
proceeds.  The Public Securities will have a maturity of not more than thirty years and will bear interest at a rate 
not greater than that permitted by Chapter 1204, Texas Government Code.  The Public Securities will be payable 
from and secured by a pledge of revenues received from multiple sources, including a 2% hotel occupancy tax, a 
7% hotel occupancy tax, the State’s sales and use tax from the Project, the State’s mixed beverage tax from the 
Project, the State’s hotel occupancy tax from the hotel, the City’s sales and use tax from the Project, the City’s 
portion of mixed beverage taxes from the Project, a parking tax, an admissions tax, and rent payments. 

The City has filed an in rem action seeking, among other things, a declaratory judgment validating the Public 
Securities, the proposed expenditures, and the proposed pledges, including (a) that the City is authorized to issue 
the Public Securities; (b) that the Public Securities and their security will constitute lawful and valid obligations 
of the City and that all provisions for the payment of, and pledges, liens and security provided for such debt will 
constitute valid and binding obligations of the City; (c) that the proposed pledges are valid and binding; (d) that the 
special election held on November 6, 2007 was legal and valid and authorizes the City to levy an admissions tax, a 
parking tax and a 2% hotel occupancy tax; (e) that the proceeds of the Public Securities may be expended for the 
Entertainment and Hotel Project and that the proposed expenditures are legal and valid; (f) that the City is authorized 
to levy the parking tax and the admissions tax pursuant to City ordinances; (g) that the development agreement, 
lease agreement, and parking lease are valid, legal and enforceable; (h) that the declaratory judgment shall be 
binding against the Attorney General of Texas, the State of Texas, the City, any intervenors, and all other Interested 
Parties; and (i) that the judgment shall constitute a permanent injunction against the institution or prosecution of 
any proceeding contesting the Public Securities, the agreements, assessments, actions, pledges, and expenditures 
relating to those Public Securities, any matter adjudicated by the Court, and any matter that could have been raised 
in these proceedings.  A full description of the lawsuit and the requested relief is contained in the City’s Petition, Ex 
Parte The City of Irving, Cause No. 10-11029, pending in the 192nd District Court of Dallas County, Texas.

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, and Notice is hereby given, that any Interested Party may appear for hearing and trial in 
the courtroom of the 192nd Judicial District Court of Dallas County, Texas at 10:00 a.m. on Monday, September 27, 
2010, which is the first Monday after the expiration of 20 days from the date of this Order.  Any Interested Party 
may become a named party to this action by filing an answer with this Court at or before the time set for trial.  After 
that time, Interested Parties may become named parties only by intervention with leave of court.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that, at such hearing and trial, any Interested Parties desiring to do so may appear, 
and the Attorney General of Texas shall appear, and show cause why the prayers of the Petition of the City filed in 
this action and generally described above should not be granted and the proceedings and the securities validated 
and confirmed as requested.  Be on further notice that, at such time, place, and date, the Court will proceed to full 
and final hearing on the merits of all matters and prayers within the City’s Petition.

SO ORDERED.        /s/   
DATE: September 3, 2010     The Honorable Judge Craig Smith

NO. 10-11029

EXPARTE

THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS

IN THE DISTRICT COURT

DALLAS COUNTY, TEXAS

192ND JUDICIAL DISTRICT

FURNITURE
FOR SALE

FOR 
RENT

To the Editor:
 As Citizens of the City of Irving, 
we will soon see our City property 
taxes be substantially increased unless 
we immediately contact members of 
the City Council.
 Recently, the Council authorized 
a potential 9% increase for your 2010 
property taxes. The final increase, IF 
any, will likely be somewhat less. In 
our current economy, any increase is 
too much. The explanations I have 
received from Council Members and 
City Staff are frivolous. 
 The bottom line is good, sound 
government start at the local level. 
Even though our City, overall, is well 
governed, the Irving City Council has 
“dropped the ball”, in recent periods, 
on several major issues; an excessive 
pay raise for the City Manager, funding 
“interest” for a misguided developer in 

South Irving and failing to aban-
don the STEP (automatic salary 
increases) last year. Our City does 
not need another misstep.
 The current proposal includes 
“pay raises for most City Employ-
ees”, which require a major tax rate 
increase to fund. A major factor in 
the issue is decreased new con-
struction and large decreases in the 

value of Las Colinas commercial 
real estate. 
 Salary increases at a time that 
most of our Citizens a struggling, 
economically, is the wrong deci-
sion. All Salaries, not subject to a 
binding contract, should be frozen 
for this year and probably next 
year! Projections for next year’s 
tax revenue reflect at another major 
decrease in values. 
 Based on present proposals 
and related facts, we should expect 
a major tax increase this year AND 
another increase next year; unless 
these action are changed as the 
result of you IMMEDIATELY con-
tacting Members of the Irving City 
Council ( SEE: www.CI.Irving.
TX.US/ ).

It is time to just say NO!
Signed:
Thomas A. Box
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SPECIAL GuESTS:
Chuck Cooperstein, “Voice of the Dallas Mavericks”
    and ESPN 103.3 sports radio talk show 
Russell Maryland, former Dallas Cowboy

Saturday, October 2, 2010
6:00 to 11:00 PM 
Westin DFW Airport Trinity Ballroom
   4545 W. John Carpenter Fwy., Irving, TX 75063

To purchase tickets, please go to our website - www.dfwhumane.com 
and return payment by Friday, September 17th. 

 
Dress code: Casual Attire 

 

DFW Humane Society’s

Black Collar Affair

For more information

Call (972) 721-7788
Sponsorship opportunities available.

5th grade.

Class begins 9/14 - register now – the class fills 
quickly – there is still time to register! 
Along the way they train for a 5K running event 
and participate with their team at the end of 
the season.
 Class meets at North Irving Christian Church 
2901 N. MacArthur Tues/Th 5:30 - 6:30

NEw	CLASS	BEgiNNiNg	iN	iRviNg!

To learn more or to register, visit www.gotrdfw.org or call 972-849-4668

Girls on the Run is an afterschool program that focuses on building self-
esteem and improving emotional and physical health in girls 3rd through 

vehicle especially sideways, water 
will move it. The water will cause 
the vehicle to float potentially into 
deeper water where there is the 
potential for drowning. 
 “We utilize dump trucks dur-
ing this type of evacuation, because 
they are tall and heavy. We are able 
to go into a flooded area and evacu-
ate folks while keeping them out of 
the water.”
 Janie Bermea, property man-
ager of the Cimarron Meadows 
Mobile Home Community, was 
amazed by the amount of water that 
reached her community.
 It started raining, and we re-
alized we might have a problem 
when we started seeing Bear Creek 
Park was filling up with water,” 
Ms. Bermea said. “About two hours 
later the park was completely cov-
ered. The benches and the gazebos 
were under water. 
 “Then the water kept rising 
up. All you can say is ‘wow.’ I had 
never experienced this before, and 
I have been here six years. 
 “Right now we are analyzing 
everything. The Red Cross was 
here this morning. We are knocking 
on doors to find out if there was any 
water damage to furniture, clothing 

or things like that. A lot of people 
are not turning on their air condi-
tioners, because their air condition-
ers were completely covered with 
water. People are waiting for the air 
conditioners to dry out; otherwise, 
when they are turned on, they may 
freeze inside.  
 “I think most of the damage 
was to the skirting around the 
homes and to the porches and 
decks.
 “The emergency people were 
great. The Irving Police Depart-
ment called me and suggested we 
do an evacuation. The Fire Depart-
ment came. We probably had 50 
trucks arrive. They were helping 
people get onto trucks and knock-
ing on doors. 
 “Some people didn’t want to 
leave until the police and firemen 
started knocking on their doors. 
The evacuation was not manda-
tory. 
 “The good thing was that ev-
erybody pulled together. Everyone 
was helpful in getting the kids and 
the ladies out. It was incredible.”
 Even before the storm arrived, 
the Irving Fire Department began 
making preparations.
 “Knowing that the storm was 

City employees help Cimmaron Meadows residents evacuate.
Photo by Janie Bermea

coming and would potentially im-
pact the Metroplex, we increased 
the manpower at station number 
one,” Chief Molina said. “Besides 
providing fire suppression and 
emergency medical services, sta-
tion one is also our swift water 
rescue team. We increased the 
staffing at that station from four to 
six. That would allow that station 
to operate by itself with an engine 
crew and two people staffing the 
swift water rescue team. 
 “We also increased staffing at 
other locations. There is a reserve 
ambulance at fire station number 
nine, which is located along 114 
and Jetstar. We put an ambulance 
in service at that location due to the 
increased number of automobile 
accidents that tend to happen along 
the highway. We place that unit in 
to service during times of high call 
volumes. That unit maintained its 
service until about 8 p.m. Wednes-
day night. 
 “We did not have any swift 
water calls within the city of Irving. 
We did have a mutual aid call from 
Grand Prairie. We responded and 
our personnel were able to con-
duct some rescues in swift water 
scenarios,” he said.

Continued from page 1

Storm causes local residents to evacuate homes

Provided by Meredith Adams
 As part of its continuing network 
investment to support growing de-
mand for advanced mobile devices 
and applications, AT&T recently 
announced the activation of a new 
3G cell site in Irving that will en-
hance coverage for area residents and 
businesses. With mobile broadband 
speeds, AT&T customers can surf the 
Web, download files faster, and enjoy 
the very latest interactive mobile ap-
plications.
 The new cell site is one part of 
AT&T’s ongoing efforts to extend its 
mobile broadband wireless network. 
AT&T has continued to drive invest-
ment and innovation to deliver the 
nation’s best, most advanced mobile 
broadband experience for custom-
ers.
 “AT&T’s continued investment 
in wireless technology within the 
Irving community is good for busi-
ness and consumers,” said state Rep. 
Linda Harper-Brown. “We work 
hard in the legislature to help bring 
this kind of investment to our com-
munities, and this announcement is 
proof positive of what I’ve always 
believed – that good public policy 
brings real benefits to the people and 
communities we serve.”
 “Our goal is pretty simple: We 
want you to have an extraordinary 
experience when you make a call, 

check e-mail, download a song or 
video, or surf the Internet on your 
AT&T device,” said Adam Vital, 
vice president and general manager 
of AT&T in North Texas. “As part of 
the Irving community, we’re always 
looking for new opportunities to 
provide enhanced coverage, and our 
investment in the local wireless net-
work is just one way to accomplish 
this.” 
 The new cell site is one of many 
ongoing network initiatives planned 
to enhance coverage and capacity 
across the country. AT&T recently 
upgraded 3G cell sites nationwide to 
High-Speed Packet Access (HSPA) 
7.2. Future plans include another 
upgrade to HSPA+ technology at 
the end of this year followed by the 
initial deployment next year of LTE, 
the next-generation of wireless tech-
nology. These advancements, when 
combined with an ongoing initiative 
to increase the number of high-speed 
backhaul connections to cell sites, are 
a part of AT&T’s strategy to provide 
customers with an enhanced mobile 
broadband experience.
 AT&T’s 3G mobile broadband 
network is based on the 3rd Gen-
eration Partnership Project (3GPP) 
family of technologies that includes 
GSM and UMTS, the most widely 
used wireless network platforms 
in the world. AT&T has the best 

international coverage of any U.S. 
wireless provider, providing access 
to voice service in over 220 countries 
and data service in more than 195 
countries. AT&T also offers voice 
and data roaming coverage on more 
than 135 major cruise ships, as well 
as 3G services in more than 120 
countries.
 For more information about 
AT&T’s 3G coverage in Irving, 
visit www.wireless.att.com/covera-
geviewer. 

AT&T expands broadband coverage



Page 6 www.irvingrambler.com The Irving RamblerSeptember 11, 2010

508	N.	O’Connor	Rd.
Irving, TX 75061

Phone: 972-254-2666
Fax: 972-259-7483

10% off
with Coupon

10% off
with Coupon

Catering Service

“Authentic Flavor of Mexico”

OPEN DAILY - 7am Breakfast

then the teacher has to move on or 
we would never get the curriculum 
taught. But the student can go back 
to the teacher when he or she is 
ready to demonstrate mastery, then 
the student and teacher can decide 
how that will be done.
 “The grades are always final 
once they go onto the transcript. 
There is a day of reckoning, so to 
speak. The purpose here is to focus 
on the students’ learning not on the 
speed of learning or on the easy 
steps.”
 Does this system encourage 
students to not do homework?
 “As a teacher, if I structure my 
lesson well, the students know they 
have to do the assigned material. 
When the daily work comes in, the 
teacher doesn’t know if the student 
did it, if a parent did it, a friend did 
it or if the student bought it off the 
Internet. Daily work is no guaran-
tee that students know anything or 
that they have learned anything. 
 “Daily assessments count 
towards students’ academic work 
habits. When I receive a note or 
email from the teacher or I see on 
the formative assessment that my 
child is not turning in work, and the 
teacher and I talk, that child is in 
big trouble with me as the parent. It 
really encourages a parent teacher 
partnership,” Dr. Morris said. 
 “On the report cards there will 
be an academic grade, an academic 
work habit, which is a plus or a 
minus. If the student receives a 
minus, there is a code that tells the 
parents what the problem is. Then 

there will be a conduct grade: A, B, 
C or U. 
 “The formative grade allows 
the teacher to assess who learned 
or understood the new informa-
tion taught and who did not. As a 
teacher, I need to know who did 
not understand the lesson, because 
tomorrow’s learning is built on 
today’s learning. 
 “If students did not understand 
the lesson, then I don’t want to give 
them homework. If I give them 
homework and they practice their 
mistakes, then I have a whole lot of 
unteaching to do. 
 “Homework should be at an 
independent level allowing stu-
dents to keep their saws sharp, or 
it should allow students to use their 
information in a new or different 
way,” she said.
 Society’s changing informa-
tion base is forcing a change in 
schools approach to grades.
 “In 1950 the body of knowl-
edge was a whole lot smaller than 
it is in the world today. Today it 
doubles in a little less than once 
every 12 months. There was a body 
of knowledge that society decided 
it valued. For the most part, it was 
memorize and give it back. In the 
1930s and 40s we called it ‘recita-
tion.’ 
 “All students were doing was 
memorizing. Mom and dad didn’t 
have to know the material. They 
could see if you learned to say a 
Longfellow poem or if you knew 
what four times four was. There is 
still a place for some of that learn-

ing. I still want students to learn 
their multiplication tables, and that 
takes drill and practice. 
 “Today the body of knowledge 
is too big. You can’t isolate all the 
individual facts you need to know 
as an educated person. We are 
trying to teach students to know 
where to get the information and 
how to use it to solve problems 
or create new things. That is what 
the business world keeps telling 
us students need communication 
skills, creative thinking, critical 
thinking, analysis of data, and ba-
sically stating problems and then 
finding solutions. This is pushing 
us to a higher level of thinking and 
of teaching,” Dr. Morris said. 
 A sub committee of the District 
Improvement Committee, which 
included teachers, parents, busi-
ness leaders and other community 
members, developed the new grad-
ing system.
 “The changes surpassed my 
expectations. I felt the Board 
was very bold. The committee 
struggled. They worked a long 
time, because they had to examine 
their own belief systems. Teachers 
who succeeded in the old system 
are even more loyal to it, because 
it worked for them. They looked at 
systems across the United States. 
They searched the web and pulled 
up various grading policies from 
districts. They argued and dis-
cussed. I feel like they have given 
us a really good product to start 
with. 
 “The committee members 
started asking themselves, what 
is the purpose of grades? Basi-
cally they decided grades are to 
communicate to parents how well 
the students are learning the mate-
rial. Grades also communicate to 
other stakeholders such as middle 
schools to high schools, high 
schools to colleges, colleges to 
employers how well the students 
know the material they were sup-
posed to have learned. Grades are 
a communication device. We will 
have to monitor and tweak where 
grades are not achieving commu-
nication.  
 “I do think we have a good 
document to start with,” Dr. Morris 
said.
 My family isn’t spending each 
evening trying to figure out math 
problems and rework assignments. 
I don’t know if it is a good thing or 
if it will spell disaster in the long 
run. I guess only time will tell.  

Artist Mineko Grimmer works to install her Gongs. 
Wires. Bamboo. exhibit in the Irving Arts Center. The 
exhibit will be on display Sep. 11 - Oct. 31.

Photo by John Starkey

Making her own music

Continued from page 1

grading	system	to	reflect	mastery

Irving Fire Station No. 4 celebrates its 50th Anniversary with a ceremonial flying of the the flag for 50 
minutes to commemorate 50 years of service. Station No. 4 went into service on Sep. 5, 1960 at 8 a.m. 
The flag flown will become part of the history of the Irving Fire Department, and it will be on display 
in the Fire Administration Building. 

Celebrating a half century of service

Source: Irving Fire Department



Page 7The Irving Rambler 972-870-1992 September 11, 2010

425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

IN GOD WE TRUST

Metro (817) 498-7079
310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX

Metro (817) 477-3383

Visit Our Other Locations at 
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Serving Irving For Over 40 Years

For Take Out Call

Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking
All You Can Eat Food
Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

“Where   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”

SPECIALS
EVERY

DAY!

BREAKFAST
LuNCH
DINNER

Put a Paw print in your heart
 and a best friend at home!

The precious pets at the DFW Humane 
Society would like to bring a lifetime of love 
and happiness into your home!!

Come adopt a new family member today!

4140 Valley View Ln
Irving, Texas 75038
972-721-7788
www.dfwhumane.com

If you can’t adopt, please donate!

OPEN: Tuesday - Saturday 11am-6pm

I’m Tina and am so beautiful and my curled ear makes me 
very unique, but my most beautiful blue beige fur is the first 
thing you notice! I am a 4 year old spayed female that came 
to this fantastic place from another shelter. You have to come 
see me to believe how sweet I am. I love to have my belly 
rubbed! I’m such an exquisite lady who deserves the best in 

Hello! I’m Brenna, and I am about 
3 months old. I was rescued from 
another shelter, and I can’t wait 
to find my new and final home! 
I am very sweet and playful. I’m 
nice to all my doggy friends, and 
I am always happy to meet more 
friends. If you have room in your 
home and heart please, come add 
me to your family.

life which is with you, so I can live 
happily ever after.

By Jess Paniszczyn
 During the City Council meet-
ing on Sep. 9, one of the first items 
discussed was the Public Input 
Hearing on the 2010-11 City of 
Irving Fiscal Year Budget. A hand-
ful of citizens spoke and gave their 
suggestions on how the budget 
might be improved.
 Naya Pope, a long time mem-
ber of the Irving Police Depart-
ment, spoke first. 
 “In the 17 years I have been 
with the City of Irving, I have to 
say this is probably the toughest 
economic times we have faced,” 
Ms. Pope said. “I know the difficul-
ties and challenges the City Council 
have faced in trying to come up 
with this budget. 
 “(The City Council) has had 
to make some tough decisions, but 
one thing you’ve acknowledged is 
the contribution public safety and 
all of our government employees 
have made to the citizens of Irving. 
Without having to resort to layoffs 
or work furloughs, you had the 
courage to maintain the effective 
tax rate.”
 Don Van Slyke compared City 
amenities to makes of automo-
biles.
 “I think in general the City 
Council and the City staff have 
done a great job. But there are a 
few areas where it doesn’t seem 
equitable,” Mr. Van Slyke said. 
 “In some areas for instance at 
Northwest Park, you are putting in 
additional facilities where they al-
ready have a water fountain, a huge 
lake, lots of playground equipment, 

exercise areas, walking trails, etc. 
There is this tiny park at A.S. John-
son where those people essentially 
have nothing and there is no place 
to park. 
 “In addition on the west side, 
you are building this massive li-
brary. But at A.S. Johnson, the only 
library they could walk to over on 
Beltline, you are closing. 
 “It just doesn’t seem equitable. 
In some places like Northwest 
Park, you are making it look like 
a Cadillac. But these other places 
don’t even have a Ford.” 
 Lucia Rottenberg offered a 
number of suggestions including 
using less paper for City Council 
Meetings and other city operations, 
as well as partnering with clubs 
and other organizations around 
Irving to lesson the City’s burden 
in cleaning up local parks. 
 “I think we could increase 
our revenue if Mr. McDougal 
would actually build something 
on all these lots he has bought and 
bulldozed. I want to see something 
going up for all that money,” Ms. 
Rottenberg said. 
 “Right now when there are so 
many families who have lost jobs 
and who are in danger of losing 
their home, raising taxes could just 
push them over the edge. 
 “I am really going to chew on 
you for when you call this a ‘tax 
rate adjustment.’ It is not an adjust-
ment. Call it what it is. It is a tax 
increase. If you have the fortitude 
to vote for the tax increase, then 
show you have the fortitude to call 
it what it is.” 

Citizens	provide	input	on	proposed	City	budget
 Sharon Barbosa-Crain sup-
ports the tax adjustment as well as 
keeping City staff members work-
ing even if across the board pay 
cuts are needed. 
 “I do not oppose the tax rate 
you are setting. In fact as a former 
City Council member, I will sup-
port the effective tax rate. Because 
I do understand the effective tax 
rate is that rate for the coming year 
which produces the same amount of 

revenue we received this year. 
 When we are in a situation 
where the majority of the proper-
ties in our city have gone down in 
value, that in effect lowers the tax 
rate without moving to the effective 
rate, thereby depriving the City of 
revenue necessary to provide es-
sential services like streets, water, 
police, fire and all of those other 
things we have to have, as well as 
our secondary tier of services that 

we want to have like libraries, arts 
and parks. We don’t want to see that 
happen. 
 “You need to know there are 
those of us who do support an ef-
fective tax rate, because it is the 
only wise and intelligent way to 
manage our finances. Otherwise 
we wind up in a serious amount of 
trouble in areas that people have 
not even considered at this point 
in time,” Ms. Barbosa-Crain said.

 Irving Regional Day School for 
the Deaf has scheduled beginning 
sign language classes for 5:30-6:45 
p.m. on Monday nights Sep. 13-Nov. 
15 in the library at Britain Elemen-
tary School.
 Classes are free for families of 
deaf students, $10 for IISD employ-
ees, and $20 for all others. Quantity 
of participants is not limited to seat-
ing.
 Classes will be taught using the 
Signing Exact English (SEE) tech-
nique. SEE is the technique taught 

during the day in the Irving Regional 
Day School. Organizers hope that 
using the SEE system in the evening 
classes will encourage parents of deaf 
students to learn to sign with their 
children. Participants receive copies 
of the signs to be learned each week 
as well as sentences to practice.
 Britain is located at 631 Ed-
mondson in Irving. For more infor-
mation, contact Natasha Hernandez 
at 972-600-3821 or via email to 
nahernandez@irvingisd.net.
Source: Irving ISD

Sign language classes
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A Friendly Biker Church

www.hopeirving.org

Hope Fellowship
At the Pigeon Hole
132 W. Irving Blvd
Irving, TX 75060

Services
Saturday 6:oopm

Sunday 8:45am & 10:45am

214-432-1599214-432-1599214-432-1599

Pastor Dennis King
Leader of the Pack

WORSHIP

St. Stephen’s
Presbyterian church

1621 W. Grauwyler Road, Irving, 75061
972-259-8744

email:  secretary@ststephenspres.com
website:  www.ststephensirving.org

Sunday Worship 10:50 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Bible Church
Living Word Global church

1917 Rindie St., Irving, 75060
972-259-2181

Sunday10:30am Wed7:00 pm

Oak haven
United methodist church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m. 

Woodhaven Presbyterian 
church

3650 North O'Connor Road
Irving, Texas 75062

www.woodhavenpres.org
Rev. Michael L. Thompson

Sunday School 9:00am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30am

972.541.0747
Preschool & Parents Day Out

Tues. & Thurs. 9:00am- 2:00pm
“In this was manifested the love of God 
toward us, because that God sent his only 
begotten Son into the world, that we might 

live through him.” 1John 4:9

Presbyterian uSA

united Methodist

First United
 methodist church 

211 W. Third, 75060
in the heart of Irving in the downtown/

historic district
972.253.3531 www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School for all ages 9 am

Worship 10:30 am Worship Center
6:30 pm Fellowship Hall

FUMC-IRVING is the church where 
TOGETHER in Christ, Generations 
worship, pray & play TOGETHER

Kirkwood United
methodist church

2232 W. 5th, Irving, TX 75060
972-254-4191

Servicio de Inspiracion 9:00a.m.
Worship Service 10:45a.m.

www.kirkwoodumcirving.org

“GOOD SALT”

Provided by Andrea Ciminelli
 The fall semester is in full swing 
and the North Lake College North 
Campus has a new director.  Arthur 
James brings ten years of community 

college experience to his new admin-
istrative role.  He previously served 
as coordinator and faculty for North 
Lake’s Hospitality Management 
program, during which time he has 

become a certified hospitality edu-
cator (CHE) through the American 
Hotel and Lodging Association’s 
Educational Institute.
 James earned a Bachelors of 
Science degree in hotel and restau-
rant management from University of 
North Texas in 1993. After holding 
various positions in the hospitality 
industry James returned to Skyline 
High School for five years to teach 
and manage the Hospitality Manage-
ment program where he opened the 

school-to-work program between 
Skyline High School and the Hilton 
Anatole and Fairmont Hotels. He 
received his master’s degree in res-
taurant, hotel and institutional man-
agement at Texas Tech University 
and came to coordinate North Lake’s 
Hospitality Management program in 
2000.
 James recognizes how his ex-
perience and skills he has gained in 
the hospitality industry translate to 
his newest position.  

 “From a customer service stand 
point, I understand what it is like 
to work with people, especially 
during busy times like registration, 
who might have challenging cases 
and want results immediately,” said 
James. “My experience working with 
people to provide quality service 
is a perfect fit with the educational 
environment.” 
 James is looking to the future in 
his new administrative role. 
 “I want to increase enrollment 
and continue to provide quality edu-
cation to the students at the North 
Campus,” said James. “I also want 
to increase the awareness of the 
campus in the community by creating 
partnerships and exposing northern 
Dallas County businesses to continu-
ing education and technical programs 
that may be beneficial to them.” 

North Lake College North Campus gets new director
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Serving Irving  families
since 1963

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

Brown Family Owned and Operated. 
www.brownmem.com 

Continuing
The Tradition

“The Right Choice
for Over 50 Years.”

BROWN’S MEMORIAL
FuNERAL HOME

Ben F. Brown

Director in charge
Gary Westerman

972-254-4242

Church & Chapel Services
Local, Out of Town Services & Burials

Memorials
Cremation

Memories Flowers

OBITUARIES

972-259-7644

& Cremation ServiCeS

403 South Britain Rd., 
Irving TX 75060

A preferred
LifeLegacy provider

www.chismsmithfuneralhome.com

ACCEPTING ALL
Pre-Need Funerals

Chapel of Roses
Funeral Home

1225 E. Irving Blvd. 75060

972-554-1031

Owned & Operated by the
Chism & Crouch Families

Directors: Charlotte Chism Waldrum
      Harrell Chism  -  Tommy Conrad

Offering:
 Traditional Funeral Services
 Cremation
 Military Services

ronald BartaSh
Ronald Bartash passed away Au-
gust 23, 2010. He was born April 
19, 1946, in Worcester, Massachu-
setts. Ron will be greatly missed 
by friends and family. A Funeral 
service was held at Chism-Smith 
Funeral Home on August 30, 2010.  
Interment was at DFW National 
Cemetery.   

Shirley Jensen
Shirley Jensen, age 80, passed 
away on Saturday, August 28, 
2010, in Irving, TX. She was born 
in April of 1930 to Zeb and Verna, 
in their home near Osage Beach, 
MO. She married Richard Jensen 
in April 1955. She was a long 
time resident of Irving, TX. She 
is survived by husband, Richard 
Jensen; daughters, Josephine Jones 
and husband Paul, Cynthia Ramay 
and husband Rick; sister, Bernice 
Mosser; grandson, Jeff Durrett 
and wife Angela; grand daughter, 
Andrea Stuckey and husband 
Brent; and 4 great grand-children. 
A Memorial Service will be held 
at Chism-Smith Funeral Home on 
Wednesday, September 15, 2010 
at 10:30 am. Shirley will be dearly 
missed.

donald enloe middleton
Donald Enloe Middleton, age 83 of 
Irving, TX, passed away on Aug. 
29, 2010. He was born Aug. 26, 
1927 in St. Louis, MO to Warden 
and Ethel Middleton. A Memorial 
Service was held Sept. 3, 2010 

at Chism-Smith Funeral Home 
Chapel. Inurnment will be in a 
few weeks at Jefferson Barracks 
National Cemetery in St. Louis, 
MO.

donald ruyle
Donald Ruyle, age 64, of Irving, 
TX passed away on Friday, Sep-
tember 3, 2010. He was born on 
December 24, 1945 in Dallas, TX 
to Eddie and Dorothy Ruyle. A 
Funeral service was held at 10:00 
a.m. on Tuesday, September 7th at 
Chism-Smith Funeral Home. Inter-
ment was at Oak Grove Memorial 
Gardens. 

Jay l. taylor
Jay L. Taylor, 90, of Irving for 54 
years, died Wednesday, September 
1, 2010. He was born October 
8, 1919 in Cushing, Oklahoma. 
Visitation was 6-8 p.m., Friday. 
Service 2 p.m., Saturday, Septem-
ber 4, 2010 at Donnelly’s Colonial 
Funeral Home Chapel. Interment 
at Oak Grove Memorial Gardens 
in Irving.

miCkey villarreal
Mickey Villarreal, age 94, of Ft. 
Worth, TX passed away Thurs, 
Sept. 2, 2010. She was born May 
20, 1916 in Goldbusk, TX to 
Modesto and Simona Nombrano.  
A graveside service was held at 
11:00 a.m. on Fri, Sept. 10, 2010 
at Shannon Rose Hill Cemetery in 
Ft. Worth, TX. Arrangements by 
Chism-Smith Funeral Home. 

verna

louiSe White
Verna Louise White, age 77, of 
Irving, TX, passed away on Sat., 
Aug. 28, 2010. She was born on 
Feb. 26, 1933 in Dennison, TX 
to Wilmer and Clara Nicholas. 
Funeral Services were Aug. 31st 
at Euless First Nazarene Church. 
Interment followed at Oak Grove 
Memorial Gardens in Irving, TX. 
Arrangements by Chism-Smith 
Funeral Home.

myron

Wayne WilSon
Mr. Myron Wayne Wilson, Sr., 79, 
husband of Pauline Tucker Wilson 
entered into rest on Monday, Au-
gust 30, 2010. Mr. Wilson was born 
in Quanah, TX on August 14, 1931. 
He lived in North Augusta, SC for 
the past three years. Mr. Wilson 
served in the Air Force during the 
Korean Conflict. He later received 
his BS Degree in Chemistry from 
UT and his Master Degree from 
North Texas State University. He 
spent most of his teaching career 
in Irving, TX. He began his career 
as a high school science teacher 
and retired as a school principal/
director for the Irving Independent 
School District. He was a devoted 
husband, father, grandfather and 
great-grandfather. He loved the 
Lord and was very patriotic. Fam-
ily members include his wife 
Pauline Tucker Wilson; daughter 
Jan Lowery and husband Rob of 
North Augusta, SC; son Wayne 
Wilson, Jr. and wife Carolyn of 
Longview, TX; daughter Cher 
Arnwine and husband Marty of 
Alpharetta, GA; 9 grandchildren, 
5 great-grandchildren; sister Donna 
McLemore; and brothers Bob 
Wilson and Jerry Wilson. Memo-
rial services will be held Saturday, 
September 11, 2010 at 10 AM at 
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home. 
Memorial donations may be made 
to Army Community Services, % 
Wayne Wilson, Jr.

Irving Sunrise Rotary
Thursday at 7 am

Las Colinas Country Club
4400 N. O”Connor Rd.

Yellow Rose AMBUCS
Wednesday’s at 6:00pm

IHOP Restaurant- Beltline Rd.
1801 N. Beltline Rd.

Irving AMBUCS
Thursday at 11:30am

New Panda Cafe
West Hwy 183 service rd.

Saturday Singles Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

972-254-3525

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm

Junior Girls – 2nd Sunday at 12:30pm
3375 Belt Line Rd

Just South of Shady Grove

Irving Noonday Lions
2nd, 3rd & 4th Wednesday at Noon

New Panda Café
West Hwy 183 at Story

Irving Shrine Club
2nd Thursday at 6:30pm

IHOP Restaurant- Beltline Rd.
1801 N. Beltline Rd.

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Christian Church

2301 Texas Drive

Buttons & Bows
Square & Round Dance Club 

1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 
Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

Las Colinas Rotary
Noon, Tuesdays 
La CIMA Club 

5215 N O Connor Blvd

 Organizations are required 
to re-submit their information on 
a monthly basis to insure that the 
Irving Rambler will have accurate 
information.
 Listings are limited to the Or-
ganization’s name, meeting location 
and time. If an organization wishes 
to have more information than the 
free listing offers, we will continue 
to offer other advertising opportuni-
ties.

TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Dwelling Place
1126 Hilltop Drive

Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Next meeting Sept. 9th
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    972.445.0049

Circle I - Square & Round
Dance Club

2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Widowed Persons Service 
Saturday Morning 8:30am
IHOP Restaurant-Beltline

1801 N. Beltline Rd.

CLuBS

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
August 26 from 7:30 to 9 PM

Senter Park East Recreation Building, 
228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Tell us how you spent your summer. The Irving Rambler is looking for 
unique stories of how Irving children or families spent their summer 
days. Did you travel to exotic places or stay in Irving and help some-
one with a special need? Did you set a world record or plant a garden 
for the first time? What did you do and why was the event or activity 
unique? The Irving Rambler is planning to feature the more interesting 
stories and the people involved. Please send your stories to irving@
irvingrambler.com.

How I spent my summer
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“Proudly  Serving  Irving  And  Surrounding  Communities  Since 1933”

IRVING’S ONLY PERPETuAL CARE CEMETERY

(972) 579-1844

1413 E. Irving Blvd.
Irving, TX. 75060

Serenity Niche Columnbarium

Provided by Cynthia Northrop 
White
 As rain from the remnants of 
Tropical Storm Hermine passes 
through the state, the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation (TxDOT) is 
urging drivers to use extreme caution. 
Large rain events can create hazard-
ous driving conditions on roads and 
bridges. Traffic signals, road signage 

and travel lanes may be damaged. 
Travel during heavy wind and rain is 
strongly discouraged due to the risk 
of flooding, debris and down power 
lines.
 Motorists should never cross 
flooded roadways. Flash flooding is 
the leading cause of weather-related 
deaths in Texas. As little as six inches 
of water can float some vehicles. If 

drivers encounter a flooded road, 
Turn Around, Don’t Drown.
 Never try to walk, swim or drive 
through swift water. 
Stay informed about weather condi-
tions when you are driving. 
If your vehicle stalls in deep water, 
leave it and move to higher ground 
if you can do so safely. 

Don’t move, tamper with or drive 
around barriers blocking a low-water 
crossing. Penalties range from $200 
to $1,000 and/or two years in jail. 
For more information: www.srh.
noaa.gov/tadd. 
 TxDOT district personnel and 
equipment are standing by to respond 
to potentially heavy rains and flood-
ing due to Tropical Storm Hermine 
in Texas. Roads will be repaired, 
cleared and reopened as quickly 

as possible. Drivers should be on 
the lookout for TxDOT employees 
and other recovery personnel along 
roadways affected by the storm.
 Drivers are encouraged to moni-
tor weather and travel updates from 
local safety officials. Information on 
road conditions is available from the 
Texas Road Condition and Travel In-
formation Line (800-452-9292) and 
on TxDOT’s website (www.txdot.
gov). 

TxDOT reminds drivers “Turn Around, Don’t Drown”
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* RESIDENT EVIL:
AFTERLIFE 3D    R

12:20    2:55    5:20    7:45    10:10

* GOING THE DISTANCE    R
12:40    4:20    7:00    9:30

* MACHETE    R
1:05    4:15    7:25    9:55

THE AMERICAN    R
12:35    4:25    7:15    9:45

GET LOW     PG13
1:00    4:30    6:55    9:20

TAKERS    PG13
12:45    4:45    7:20    9:50

Don’t just go to the movies GO HOLLYWOOD

September 10 - 16
THE LAST EXORCISM    PG13
12:30    2:45    5:00    7:35    10:00

VAMPIRES SuCK    PG13
12:25    2:40    4:50    7:05    9:15

THE EXPENDABLES    R
12:50    4:35    7:35    10:05

“EAT, PRAY, LOVE”    PG13
12:25    3:30    6:45    9:50

THE OTHER GuYS    PG13
1:15    4:40    7:25    10:05

INCEPTION    PG13
1:20    5:30    9:00

DISPICABLE ME 3D    PG
1:25    4:55    7:15    9:35

Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater
# NO PASSES * FULLY RESTRICTED

Why wait in lines?
PuRCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

westerns you hear about loco weed, 
this is what it is. Salvia is a plant 
from Mexico. It didn’t take the 
kids long to figure out that if they 
smoke salvia they will have some 
kind of intoxicating effect. It has 
been available in head shops for 
roughly the past two decades. 
 “K2 and salvia are more 
expensive than the current street 
drugs. So you don’t find the normal 
drug users with this kind of stuff. 
It costs three times as much to buy 
a bag of K2 as it does to buy that 
much marijuana. The people who 
are buying these are the new drug 
users also known as the young 
people in our community who 
haven’t established themselves in 
the drug community.
 “These are not regulated sub-
stances, because they are sold as 
incense only. That is how the stores 
get around any kind of health issue. 
The kids who are buying it are buy-
ing it to smoke it. 
 “The ordinance would prohibit 
the sale and possession of salvia 

Pipes like these remain legal in Irving so long as they are not used 
to smoke K2, salvia or any other illegal substance.

and K2, the certain four cannabi-
noids commonly called K2. The 
fine is not to exceed $2,000. These 
substances are already illegal in 
13 states and six countries. We 
certainly don’t want to be the stand 
alone city where you can come buy 
this.”
 Pharmacists at the Las Colinas 
Pharmacy indicated that it would be 
irresponsible of the City Council to 
not pass an ordinance restricting 
K2.
 “At high doses, K2 causes 
people to have high blood pres-
sure, seizures and hallucinations,” 
Pharmacist Jim Hrncir said. “At a 
normal dose, it would cause relax-
ation and a high like marijuana. It 
is possible a blood pressure spike 

can result in a stroke.
 “Some of the side effects may 
be due to adulterants in the spray. 
They might mix it with benzene. 
We don’t know what the people 
who are making this are mixing it 
with before they spray it on herbs. 
That could be another source of 
toxicity.”
 “Nobody has done any studies 
on the chemicals in K2,” Pharma-
cist Dennis Burke said. “No one is 
controlling what is in it. I looked at 
the label and only the herbal part is 
mentioned. This mystery chemical 
is not listed. They don’t have to 
list it because it’s incense, it’s not 
considered a drug. Every label says, 
‘Not for human consumption.’ No 
one is selling K2 as a drug.”

Continued from page 1

Ordinance makes K2, salvia illegal

Photo by John Starkey

 The Phi Delta Kappa (PDK) 
organization in conjunction with the 
Gallup polling organization released 
the annual Poll of the Public’s At-
titudes Toward the Public Schools.
 Despite high levels of agreement 
with the administration’s agenda 
shown in two previous PDK/Gallup 
annual polls, poll results show that 
Americans are now less supportive 
of President Barack Obama’s educa-
tion agenda. While the public favors 
Obama’s support of charter schools 
and efforts to make a college educa-
tion available to everyone, only 34 

percent would give him an “A” or 
“B” with regard to his performance 
in support of public schools, down 
from 45 percent last year. 
 They also strongly oppose some 
proposed education reform measures, 
particularly those under which teach-
ers and principals are fired. Accord-
ing to the poll, the American public 
favored keeping a poorly performing 
community school open with exist-
ing teachers and principals, while 
providing comprehensive outside 
support. Americans do not support 
firing teachers and principals without 

cause, or closing schools altogether.
 The findings also indicate that 
Americans believe the most im-
portant national education program 
should be improving the quality of 
teaching. They believe school dis-
tricts should recruit the best teacher 
candidates, provide professional 
development to help current and 
prospective teachers use the best 
teaching practices, and do whatever 
can be done to retain the best teachers 
while dismissing those who are not 
skilled or suited for the job.
 The 2010 poll reveals that 
Americans continue to view school 
funding as a major crisis, with 46 
percent of public school parents 
naming this as the biggest problem 

facing schools in their communities. 
They were unaware whether any of 
the economic stimulus funds directed 
towards education were spent locally 
to support education, though research 
shows that this money saved more 
than 300,000 education jobs nation-
wide. 
 Additionally, Americans sup-
port a revised approach to paying 
teachers, with almost three out of 
four Americans believing quality of 
work should determine salary, rather 
than using a standard scale. Almost 
three out of four Americans believe 
teacher pay should be very closely 
or somewhat closely tied to student 
academic achievement, and more 
than two out of three Americans sup-

port paying teachers higher salaries 
as an incentive to teach in schools 
identified as needing improvement. 
 Other key findings include:
- Opposition to paying students to 
read books, attend school or strive 
for better grades. 
- State, not the federal, government 
should be the agency responsible for 
public education.
- A college education is necessary for 
today’s students. 
- A growing respect for teachers 
and support for children to enter the 
teaching profession.
- Teachers need to be given more time 
to learn new ways to teach.

Source: Irving ISD

PDK/gallup	issues	public	schools	repor t
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A business activity report by the Irving Economic Development Partnership.
Biz BriefS
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Chamber	at	214.217.8484

if we can assist you
Main Office

5201	N.	O’Connor	Blvd.,	
Ste. 100

Irving, TX 75039

Heritage District Office
135 S. Jefferson St.

Irving TX 75060
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Show’s Custom Rigs Pride & Polish 
truck beauty show. His brown and tan 
two-tone 379 Peterbilt, “Pumped Up” 
took the prize in the Limited Mileage 
Combo category. It was the second 
straight year an entry from Lindamood 
Demolition, which offices on Nursery 
Road, claimed a top prize at the an-
nual trucking convention held the last 
weekend of August in Dallas.

USSERY PRINTING
EXPANDS ThROUGh

cROSS mEDIA AcQUISITION
Irving-based Ussery Printing Company, 
Inc. has announced a major expansion 
with the acquisition of the business 
of Dallas-based Cross Media into its 
operations in Irving at 3402 Century 
Circle. The addition of the business 
from Cross Media is the third acquire-
ment of a competing printing company 
by Ussery in the past decade of its 54 
year existence.

KINWEST mONTESSORI
AcADEmY IN IRVING

NOW OPEN AND ENROLLING
chILDREN FOR FIRST FALL

A new Montessori school has opened 
in Irving. Kinwest Montessori Acad-
emy is now enrolling children ages 18 
months to 9 years for its first fall. The 
school, located at 1009 Kinwest Park-
way, offers a science, math, cultural 
writing and reading curriculum. To learn 
more, call 972.401-8311.

FIGDESIGN OWNER’S WORKS
TO BE EXhIBITED AT

UNIVERSITY OF DALLAS
David Fiegenschue, owner of Irving-
based FigDesign, a visual branding, 
graphic and web design firm, will have 
works on display at the University of 
Dallas’ Beatrice M. Haggerty Gallery 
in Irving, September 5 through October 
3. Fiegenschue, who teaches a course 
at the University of Dallas to help art-
ists promote their work, will display 

his art alongside faculty from UD’s art 
department including Dan Hammett, 
Frank Krevens, Virginia Marsh, Andrew 
Myers, Courtney Miles, Kim Cadmus 
Owens, Juergen Strunck and art 
historians Catherine Caesar and Lyle 
Novinski. The exhibit spans a number 
of mediums including ceramics, digital 
imagery, drawing, painting, printmaking 
and sculpture.

 Chambers from across North 
Texas including the Greater Irving-
Las Colinas Chamber presented 
the second Annual Breakfast of 
Champions, a small business sum-
mit sponsored by Sam’s Club, on 
September 9, 2010 at the Sheraton 
Grand Hotel DFW Airport North. 
Approximately 200 vendors and 
attendees enjoyed the summit.    
The event featured a keynote pre-

sentation by Ken Yancey, Jr., CEO 
of SCORE -- the national free and 
confidential business mentoring 
organization. Yancey shared with 
the audience a number of statistics 
regarding small business, and ex-
plained the mentoring services of-
fered by SCORE. The organization 
which helped more than 69,000 
businesses, creating 31,000 jobs 
nationally in 2009, has a chapter 

in Irving as well as several other 
locations in North Texas. To learn 
more about SCORE mentoring, call 
the Chamber at 214.217.8484.  
An Irving High graduate, Yancey 
also recalled afternoons at the 
Irving YMCA and playing little 
league baseball, where he wore the 
uniforms sponsored by small busi-
nesses in Irving. He expressed his 
honor to be back in his hometown, 
recognizing many of North Texas’ 
finest small business community 
leaders. 
 Yancey joined RaDonna Hes-
sel, President of the Grapevine 
Chamber, and Jeff Thompson 
from Sam’s Club in formally hon-
oring small business champions 
from around the region. Those 
recognized from Irving included 
Glory House, Mito Financial, G&C 
Direct Mail Marketing, K&A All 

About Cleaning Services, Aspen 
Catering, Googly Eyes & Craft 
Supplies and Larsen Dye Associ-
ates Architects.  
 Following the keynote pre-
sentation, a number of breakout 
sessions were conducted providing 
small businesses a unique oppor-

Small Businesses Benefit
from Breakfast of Champions

doing business in Mexico, today 
proved what a fantastic resource the 
Greater Irving-Las Colinas Cham-
ber is for growing your business.”
 To learn more, contact the 
Chamber at 214.217.8484 or visit 
www.irvingchamber.com.  

LAYOFF DATA
TRENDS POSITIVE

Hiring and job growth are returning to 
North Texas, with layoff activity leveling 
off, according to two recent reports. 
Fewer layoffs are becoming more 
common in North Texas, following a 
national trend, according to Monty Sul-
livan, branch manager of Robert Half 
International in Irving. U.S. employers 
planned 34,768 layoffs last month, 
down 17 percent from July and the 
lowest monthly amount in more than a 
decade, Challenger, Gray & Christmas 
Inc. reports.

LINDAmOOD DEmOLITION
EXEcUTIVE’S RIG NAmED

BEST IN ShOW
Jake Lindamood, Vice President of Lin-
damood Demolition, an Irving-based 
firm specializing in commercial and 
residential demolition, took “Best of 
Show” at the Great American Trucking 

Approximately 200 attended the regional small business summit.

Two u.S. Chamber award-winning small busi-
ness owners, Jo Ann Goin (left) and Tamara 
Fulcher (right) visit in front of Glory House’s 
exhibition booth. 

Larsen Dye Associates Architects is recognized as one of the Cham-
ber’s Small Business Champions.

John Arnott Sr., Managing Partner for WaveTwo, speaks during 
one of several breakout sessions. 

tunity to engage and 
learn about such top-
ics as avoiding costly 
HR mistakes and us-
ing social media for 
business success.  
 “The Breakfast 
of Champions is a 
significant event not 
only for Irving, but 
for the entire region,” 
s ta ted  Chairman 
Rick Lindsey. “From 
SCORE counseling 
to the intricacies of 


