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T KHIS WEE

The Texas legislature passed
several laws regarding animals ef-
fective Sep. 1. A new and improved
animal cruelty law was passed,
as was an anti-tethering law and a
dog fighting law.

Here is a synopsis of Texas’
new animal laws:

Animal Cruelty: The House “con-
curred” with the Senate version of
the animal cruelty bill (HB 2328,
sponsored by State Rep. Beverly
Woolley and State Sen. John
Whitmire). For the first time in
Texas’ history, it will be a crime
to:

commit acts of cruelty to stray and
feral dogs and cats;

“recklessly” commit cruelty to an
animal (prosecutors will no longer

have to prove that a person in-
tended to commit cruelty);

kill or cause serious bodily injury
to animals “in a cruel manner”—
which is defined as “a manner that
causes or permits unnecessary or
unjustifiable pain or suffering” (it
will no longer be necessary to
prove “torture”);

fail to provide water to an animal
in a person’s custody.

A prosecutor must still prove “tor-
ture” in cases involving cruelty to
“livestock animals” (horses, cattle,
sheep, pigs, goats, etc.). However,
“torture” is defined as “any act that
causes unnecessary or unjustifiable
pain or suffering.” This is the iden-
tical protection that was given to
non-livestock animals. So, for the

most part, the livestock vs. non-
livestock protections are a distinc-
tion without a difference. 

Anti-Tethering: HB 1411, spon-
sored by State Rep. Buddy West,
prohibits an owner from tethering
a dog outside between the hours of
10 p.m. and 6 a.m., within 500 feet
of the premises of a school, and
during extreme weather condi-
tions. Extreme weather conditions
include outdoor temperature is be-
low 32 degrees Fahrenheit, a heat
advisory has been issued, and a
hurricane, tropical storm, or tor-
nado warning has been issued for
the jurisdiction by the National
Weather Service.

A restraint unreasonably limits a
dog’s movement if the restraint: is

New laws regarding Texas’ animals
went in effect September 1

See ANIMALS, Page 11

By Jess Paniszczyn
When the Texas Department

of Transportation (TxDOT) started
the reconstruction of Belt Line
Road from Hunter Ferrell Road to
just south of Rock Island Road area
businesses prepared for a tempo-
rary decline in business. Originally
scheduled for completion in July
of 2007, the project is now ex-
pected to be finished in January of
2008.

As construction has continued
and access to businesses has been
severely restricted, several busi-
nesses have closed. Many of those
that remain are struggling to re-
main open.

“The construction has affected
our business by about 50% of our
sales, and sometimes more than
that,” Mary James, co-owner of
Shorty’s Cookin Country, said. “It
has taken everything we can do to

keep Shorty’s going. We have been
in business almost 20 years. Thir-
teen of those years have been in
Irving.

“We braced for this, because
we knew it was coming. We had
phases in place for our business,
so we could withstand this. But the
way McCarthy Building Corpora-
tion has done the construction, we
may as well be out there on High-
way 20 going to El Paso in the

middle of the desert, because
people cannot get to your business.

“Now we are down to our very
last phase, which is only family
working at Shorty’s. I have had to
layoff every employee who I have
ever hired. The last employee I laid

off had been with us 20 years. The
next one I will have to layoff will
be my own son. I will do every-
thing possible to keep that from
happening, because his job has
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(John Mummert/USGA)
Celebrating Team USA’s one-point win in the 41st Walker
Cup Match held in Royal County Down Golf Club in
Newcastle, Northern Ireland, Irving resident and Team USA
member, Trip Kuehne, lifts the cup in victory.

By Jess Paniszczyn
In response to concerns and ques-
tions about the proposed Irving
Olde Towne redevelopment
project, the City Council Commu-
nications Committee encouraged
public input at their Sep. 11 meet-
ing.

During the meeting, several
speakers expressed concerns about
what the finished redevelopment
will look like and offered their sug-
gestions for improvements. Re-
peatedly speakers stated that no
one should be coerced or intimi-
dated into selling their property.
However, those property owners
who wished to sell should be given
the opportunity to do so at a fair
price. Others provided examples of
small-scale redevelopment in
south Irving that has taken place
in recent years one business or one
property at a time. A number of

speakers indicated that redevelop-
ment efforts should focus on a sec-
tion of Irving Boulevard stretch-
ing from Loop 12 to Britain Road.

“I thought yesterday’s meeting
was positive,” Delbert McDougal
said in an interview. “People are
starting to buy into the idea that
the only way you are going to have
new opportunities in south Irving
is to bring new buildings and new
product, which will bring new
people. That has got to happen
before the people come.

“There is a lot of fear anytime
you start talking about redevelop-
ment. People are trying to deal
with the unknown and with
sketches of buildings. You don’t
know where structures are going
to go, what they are going to be
and what exactly is going to be re-
developed. I think it is natural for

people to be very skeptical of re-
development.

As plans for the Irving Olde
Towne redevelopment project
move forward, there are opportu-
nities for less than honest people
to attempt to purchase properties.
Property owners who feel uneasy
about an offer can contact
McDougal’s organization directly.

“There is always somebody
who is going to come in and say,
‘You’d better sell me your house
now, because he is going to take it
away from you.’ I hope I made ev-
erybody understand that anytime
that happens, it is not our organi-
zation,” Mr. McDougal said.

“My company does not make
cold, knock on the door calls. Any-
time we would like to talk to some-
one, we will set up an appointment
and go visit with them.
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POLICE & FIRE

Copper Theft:
09-07-07 at
1:50 a.m.  Of-
ficer drove
upon two males
stripping cop-
per wire off of
the Barrel of

Chicken, 2716 N. MacArthur. The
subjects claimed to be only taking
fuses but were found in possession
of copper wire. Their vehicle was
located in the Waterford Court next
door and multiple burglar tools
were located in it to include a saws-

all.  One of the subjects also had a
felony warrant out of Florida.   

Pursuit: 09-07-07 at 3:09 a.m.
Officers were dispatched to a dis-
turbance in the 1800 block of N.
Story where the suspect was try-
ing to fight with employees and
said he had weapons. Responding
officers saw the vehicle fleeing the
area and initiated a pursuit North
on Story. Officers pursued them
North to 114 then east to Loop 12
where the suspects wrecked. One
subject was captured, and the ve-

hicle was found to have been sto-
len. 

Aggravated Robbery: 09-07-07
at 4:30 p.m.  The Chaparral Creek
apartment manager was advised by
a resident that two males were bur-
glarizing the coke machines on
property. The manager found the
subjects and observed them taking
the coin tray out of one of the
machines. The maintenance man
tried to block the suspect’s path.
The suspects rammed him to get
away. They pushed the mainte-
nance man’s vehicle onto
O’Connor and then tried to flee by
driving North bound in the South
bound lanes. They then collided
with a vehicle that was traveling
Southbound. 
 
Missing Person – Health/Welfare
Concern: 09-08-07 at approx.
5:45 p.m.  Police received a report
from the Pioneer Rehabilitation
facility (222 Sowers Rd) that one
of their patients had walked away
from the facility. The individual
requires medication and dialysis.
He needed to be located due to con-
cerns for his health and welfare.
The individual is Raul Rios (38)
described as being 5’7”, 140lbs
with black hair/brown eyes last
seen wearing a blue jeans and a
black or dark blue and white
striped shirt. He has no distinct
physical ailments other than he is
described as being a little “slow”
due to suffering a stroke previously.
It is unknown if he has any money
to use to purchase food or use pub-
lic transportation. Anyone seeing
Mr. Rios or that knows of his
whereabouts is asked to contact the
Irving Police or their local law
enforcement agency if in another
area so that he can be located and
his medical needs tended to. The
24-hour contact number for Irving
PD is 972-721-2518.

Aggravated Assault, Stabbing:
09-08-07  The victim and several
other people were at an
apartment partying in the Hun-
tington Ridge Apartments. The
Suspect chased the victim and
stabbed him in the arm with a
kitchen knife. Injuries were non-
life threatening and an arrest of an
adult male was made at the
scene.    

Arson: 09-09-07 at 6:20 a.m. 
Unknown person(s) poured a flam-
mable substance on the office door
of the Hidden Village Apartment
complex and set it on fire. The sus-
pect also broke out a window; how-
ever, entry was not made into the
office. Total damage is estimated
at $400.          
 
Aggravated Assault/ D.V.: 09-09-
07 at 5:30 p.m.  The victim is the
suspect’s father. The victim threat-
ened to call the police to report the
stolen property that was stored in-
side their apartment. The suspect

Ambulances went into overload twice.
There were 2 separate major accidents with persons trapped

in their vehicles that required extrication.
Ambulances went into overload three times.

Companies responded to Loop 12 at Airport Freeway for a
tractor trailer that had smoke coming from its trailer. It took
three engines, one truck, and a Battalion Chief to bring the
incident under control.
Ambulances went into overload three times.

Irving Fire Department responded to186 incidents.
The Fire incidents

46 Miscellaneous Fire
        and Rescue Calls
  3 Structure Fires
  4 Special Operations
  1   Vehicle Fires

Comments:

Medical calls
17 Major Accidents
54 Major Medical
13 Heart Attacks
15 Difficulty Breathing
21 Trauma Related
12 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary Sept 7, 8, 12, 2007

09-07:

09-12:

09-08:

  A maid en-
tered the room
of the Motel 6,
2611 W. Air-
port Frwy, and
discovered the
body of a fe-
male lying on
the floor.
Upon arrival

of her death. Throughout the day
and evening attempts were made
to locate and contact next of kin of
the victim and to try to piece to-
gether what circumstances may
have led to Irene’s death. Eventu-
ally investigators determined that
Irene had a common-law husband
(Ernesto Orona Jr., a Hispanic
male, age 29.) His relatives con-
firmed that there should have been
a 3-year-old child (Daniel Orona)
accompanying Irene and Ernesto.

Irene, Ernesto and Daniel had
come to the Metroplex from the
Mineral Wells area for the week-
end. Further indications are that
as of relatives’ last contact with
them late Saturday all was well and
there were no indications of any-
thing wrong. Relatives state there
has been no contact with any of the

three since that time.
Investigators do not know if

harm has come to the child or
his father or even if they are to-
gether, therefore there is a con-
cern for the child and his father’s
welfare. Police are hoping some-
one has seen one or both and can
supply the information needed to
locate them.

The circumstances in this
case do not meet the State of
Texas requirements for an Am-
ber Alert, however, police feel
the importance for a quick reso-
lution to the whereabouts and
welfare of Daniel Orono.

An arrest warrant has been
issued for Ernesto Orona Jr. for
the murder of Irene Franco. The
24-hour contact number for Irv-
ing PD is 972-721-2518.

Homicide/Missing Child: Homicide/Missing Child: Homicide/Missing Child: Homicide/Missing Child: Homicide/Missing Child: 09-09-07 at 12:33 p.m.

police determined that the
woman, Irene Franco (26) of
Mineral Wells, was deceased.
Initial indications are that she
had been strangled.

While investigating the
death investigators came across
an item indicating that a child
may have been present at some
time during the victim’s stay at
the motel, but it is unknown if
the child was present at the time

Officers responded to a
disturbance call at the
Broadmoore Apartments,
3200 block of W, Country
Club Dr. It was reported that
a man had threatened another
with a knife. Officers located
a 21-year-old man that had
been assaulted and he led them
to the apartment where the as-
sault had occurred. When they
entered the apartment, offic-
ers found Alma Rico (31) of
Irving inside deceased from an
apparent stab wound to her
upper body.

The 21-year-old com-
plainant was determined to be
an acquaintance/co-worker of
Alma Rico, he was also in-
jured in the assault but did not
seek medical treatment. From
various interviews with

friends and co-workers, detec-
tives learned that the Alma Rico
and Valdez were in the process
of a divorce and that they have
three children, ages 14, 6 and
5 years of age. The children
were located safe and in good
health.

Jose Valadez was arrested
without incident. Detectives are
filing the charge of murder on
Jose Valdez in addition to the
aggravated assault charge for
which he was initially arrested.

Further investigation into
the homicide regarding infor-
mation that there was more
than one attacker led to the ar-
rest of Oscar Valadez (29)
(Jose’s brother). He was taken
into custody without incident in
Freestone County and is being
charged with murder as well.

Homicide: Homicide: Homicide: Homicide: Homicide: 09-08-07 at 6:38 p.m.

pulled a knife on the victim and
threatened to kill him. The suspect
fled prior to police arrival. Several
items believed stolen in motor ve-
hicle burglaries were seized from
the apartment.
 
Aggravated Robbery: 09-09-07
at 7:45 p.m.  The complainant was
en route to the Dallas Cowboys
game in the 2600 block of Spur 482
when he contacted a male believed
to be selling game tickets on the
side of the road. The male dis-
played a semi-automatic handgun
and ordered the complainant out
of his vehicle. 
 
Suspicious Circumstances/ Pos-
sible Abduction: 09-09-07 at
11:00 p.m.  A witness reported that
he saw four males at Texas Sta-
dium possibly force a female into
a car. A regional teletype was is-
sued and Ft. Worth P.D. was noti-
fied in an attempt to locate the ve-
hicle at the registered owner’s ad-
dress. 

3-year-old child
Daniel Orona



MR. WOODCOCK    PG13
12:50PM    2:55PM    5:20PM    7:35PM

9:50PM
THE BRAVE ONE    R

1:20PM    4:05PM    7:00PM    9:50PM
DRAGON WARS    PG13

12:50PM    2:55PM    5:05PM    7:05PM
9:10PM

WAR    R
6:40PM    8:55PM

RUSH HOUR 3    PG13
1:30PM    4:10PM    7:45PM    10:00PM

SUPERBAD    R
1:05PM    3:45PM    7:05PM    9:35PM

NANNY DIARIES    PG13
1:35PM    4:20PM    6:55PM    9:20PM

DEATH SENTENCE    R
1:50PM    4:40PM    7:00PM    9:20PM

STARDUST    PG13
1:10PM    4:00PM    7:15PM    10:00PM

BOURNE ULTIMATUM    PG13
1:00PM    4:30PM    7:15PM    9:55PM

HALLOWEEN    R
1:30PM    5:10PM    7:40PM    10:00PM

BALLS OF FURY    PG13
1:15PM    3:50PM    6:50PM    9:25PM

3:10 TO YUMA    R
1:25PM    4:10PM    7:00PM    9:45PM

SHOOT EM UP    R
12:55PM    3:00PM    5:15PM    7:30PM

10:05PM
BELIEVE IN ME    PG

1:40PM    4:25PM

Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater
Why wait in lines? PUCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

# NO PASSES * FULLY RESTRICTED

214-675-6493The Irving Rambler  September 13, 2007 Page 3

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
September 15    Trinity Trash
Bash - Keep Irving Beautiful in-
vites residents to participate in this
year’s Trinity Trash Bash. Area
cleanups will begin at 9 a.m. at
sites throughout the city. Partici-
pants can register at www.keep
irvingbeautiful.com, or on the day
of the event at 8 a.m. at City Hall,
825 W. Irving Blvd. Free shred-
ding and electronic recycling will
be available to the public. Partici-
pants will enjoy games, exhibits
and a free lunch. For more infor-
mation, call 972-721-2175.

September 15    Women in Ex-
cellence - Irving International
Women’s Consortium (IIWC) pre-
sents “Women in Excellence” in
The Women’s Museum 3800 Parry
Avenue, Dallas, TX from 9:30 a.m.
- 3:00 p.m. Cost is $20. The event
features guest speakers Cathy
Whiteman, ICTN and Shay Moore,
105.7 KRNB. Following a catered
lunch the group will tour the
Women’s Museum special exhibit
“Women in War: Reflections of
Courage” which showcases the
lives of American women who
served their country in times of
war. To register for this event con-
tact Monica Ellington at 972-831-
8866 or monica@iiwc.net.

September 15    Hispanic Cham-
ber Annual Banquet - Irving His-
panic Chamber of Commerce 3rd
Annual Banquet at the Four Sea-
sons Resort and Club Ballroom,
4150 North Mac Arthur Blvd, with
a reception at 6:00 p.m., Dinner
at 7:00 p.m. with dancing at 8:30
to the music of the Latin Express.
Tickets are $65 per person. For
more information, or to make res-
ervations for the banquet call 972-
943-4635 or e-mail

 custormerservice@hispanicchanmber.org

September 15    Sign Me Up -
Children, teens and adults will
enjoy learning and practicing
American Sign Language in the
Central Library at 2 p.m. No reg-
istration required. Children under
age 8 must be accompanied by a
guardian. Call 972 721-2458 to
learn more.

September 15    Tales of Yore with
Puppet Show - Northwest Branch
at 2 p.m. Enjoy an afternoon of tra-
ditional stories featuring the “Prin-
cess and the Pea Puppet Show.” No
registration required. Children
under age 8 must be accompanied
by a guardian. Call 972-721-2691.

September 15    Teen Court vol-
unteers - Irving Teen Court is ac-
cepting teen volunteers to attend
an attorney/staff orientation. Vol-
unteers must be between the ages
of 14–17, or currently enrolled in
high school, and are asked to com-
mit to a minimum of one Tuesday
evening per month for four con-
secutive months. Adult volunteers
also are invited to participate in the
program. Call 972-721-3601 for
details.

September 17    Annual Educa-
tion Luncheon - Presented by Irv-
ing Schools Foundation & Irving-
Las Colinas Chamber. Keynote
Speaker: Tom Luce, Former US
Asst Sec. of Education, CEO, Na-
tional Math & Science Initiative;
with introduction by U.S. Con-
gressman Kenny Marchant. Pre-
sented by: ExxonMobil and spon-
sored by Sundown Ranch at the
Four Seasons Resort & Club - Ho-
tel Ballroom, 4150 North
MacArthur Boulevard, Irving.

September 17    One Book, One
Irving with Sandra Cisneros -
Join author Sandra Cisneros for a
free reading and discussion of her
book The House on Mango Street
at the Irving Arts Center at 7 p.m.
Cisneros’ novel about a young
Mexican-American girl growing
up in Chicago was chosen as Irv-
ing Public Library’s One Book,
The book has sold more than two
million copies since it was first
published in 1984. Cisneros will
speak at the Irving Arts Center
starting at 7 p.m. Following the
reading, she will be available to
greet the public and sign books.
The event is sponsored by Irving
Public Library, the Irving Arts
Center and Friends of the Irving
Public Library. FREE.

September 17    Geneology Pro-
gram - At 7 p.m. Lloyd Bockstruck
presents “The Courthouse, The Li-
brary, The Historical Society, the
State Archives: Where Should the
Researcher Go?” Bockstruck su-
pervises the genealogy section of
the J. Erik Jonsson Central Library
in Dallas. The program is made
possible through collaboration be-
tween the Irving Public Library
and the Irving Genealogy Society.
No registration required.

September 17    Saint Luke
Catholic Silver Seniors - Seniors
will start the season with a meet-
ing and a covered dish lunch at
noon in the Parish Hall. Captain
Larry Erwin from the Irving Fire
Department will give a talk about
the “Vile of Life” tube that will be
distributed to everyone there.
Guests are invited and members of
Saint Luke Church over the age of
55 are encouraged to come and join
our group. For more information,
call 972-254-7425.

September 18    Free Well-Child
and Immunization Clinic -
Baylor Medical Center at Irving is
sponsoring a well child and immu-
nization clinic along with the Dal-
las County Department of Health
and Human Services and
Northgate United Methodist
Church from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. at Northgate United Method-
ist Church, 3700 W. Northgate Dr.
in Irving. Well-child exams for
children ages birth to four years-
old and immunizations for chil-

dren ages birth to 18 years-old, will
be provided from 8:30 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. Immunizations only,
will be given from 1 p.m. to 3:30
p.m. Immunization records must
be provided for each child. The
free services of this clinic are avail-
able to residents of Irving only. For
more information, call 972-579-
4095.

September 19    Women’s Alli-
ance Luncheon - Guest Speaker: 
Karl Graf, President, Acuity Sys-
tems, Inc.“Sales Strategies for
2008!” In the LaCima Club, 5215
N. O’Connor Blvd, 26th floor, at
11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. RSVP: 
Kari Heinzen, kheinzen@irving
chamber.com or 214-217-8484
Member: $15 advance / $25 at
door. Non member: $20 advance /
$30 at door.

GRAND OPENINGGRAND OPENINGGRAND OPENINGGRAND OPENINGGRAND OPENING

Good Grooming At Fair Prices!Good Grooming At Fair Prices!Good Grooming At Fair Prices!Good Grooming At Fair Prices!Good Grooming At Fair Prices!

$5 off
on first visit

Open 7 days a week

Walk-ins Welcome
Evenings by Appt.

R & D Dog Grooming
2811 N. MacArthur Ste B, Irving

Shop: 972-255-1048
Cell: 214-909-4769

Major credit cards accepted

September 21    Shredding Event
- Protect against identity theft with
the safe destruction of personal
information. The next opportunity
to shred personal documents will
be from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Shred
Document Destruction will be at
the recycling center located at
O’Connor Plaza (northwest corner
of State Highway 183 and
O’Connor Road).

Irving residents are limited to
two file boxes per visit and will be
assisted on a first-come, first-
served basis. Only paper materi-
als will be accepted. Participants
should not bring CDs or credit
cards for shredding.

For more information, contact
Solid Waste Services at 972-721-
8059.

Read the
Irving Rambler

online at IrvingRambler.com



MicroSpine Institute
Center for Minimally Invasive Spine Care

Douglas Won, MD - Spine Specialist
Our focus is correcting complex spine problems by utilizing the
latest minimally invasive techniques.

Minimally Invasive Endoscopic Laser Surgery

Comprehensive Spine (neck & back) Care

Artificial Disc Replacement

Scoliosis Care (Adult & Children)

Spine Injections

!
!
!
!
!

2120 N. MacArthur Blvd.
Irving TX 75061

6800 N. MacArthur Blvd. Ste 310
Irving, TX 75039

972.438.4636
ext. 1112 or 1106

www.MircroSpineTexas.com   or   www.SwSpineInst.com

BENEFIT SALE
& RAFFLE

Sept 22, 2007 starting at 8:00am

Prizes valued at up to
$4,000 being raffled

Prizes valued at up to
$4,000 being raffled

At least 30 items to be raffledAt least 30 items to be raffled

Irving Orthopedics & Sports Medicine
2120 N. MacArthur Blvd

Irving TX75061

Need not be present to win
Ticket are currently available

On June 29, 2007, the community at Irving
Orthopedics & Sports Medicine lost a member of its
family to an act of domestic violence. Dawn Castillo
lost her life at the age of 30. Due to the events of that
sad day, three young children have been left parentless
and are now being raised in Houston by their maternal
grandmother on a single teacher salary.

Dawn was a devoted and loving mother to her children.

We are determined to do everything in our power to
make certain her children do not have to suffer any
more hardship than they already have. Join us in
supporting these children.

The Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC) re-
leased the results of the first study
that identifies the health care costs
and impact of domestic violence
incidents, where men as well as
women are victims.

Domestic violence, which is
also called spouse abuse or batter-
ing or intimate partner violence
(IPV), affects more than 32 mil-
lion Americans each year; with
more than 2 million injuries and
claims and approximately 1300
deaths. This type of violence in-
cludes physical, sexual, or psycho-
logical harm to another by a cur-
rent or former partner or spouse.

Co-authored by Ileana Arias,
PhD, director of CDC’s National
Center for Injury Prevention and
Control, and published in the jour-
nal Violence and Victims, the study
found the health care costs associ-
ated with each incident were $948
in cases where women were the
victims and $387 in cases where
men were the victims. The study
also found that domestic violence
against women results in more
emergency room visits and inpa-
tient hospitalizations, including
greater use of physician services
than domestic violence where men
are the victims.

“This study clearly shows the
true impact of domestic violence,”
Arias said. “Domestic violence,
especially against women, causes
a range of emotional, physical, and
financial harm for victims and
their families. We need to continue
our efforts to prevent this type of
violence, including broadening our
focus to also address the needs of
men who are victims.”

CDC researchers determined
health care costs by looking at
mental health services; the use of

medical services such as emer-
gency departments, inpatient hos-
pitals, and physician services; and
losses in productivity such as time
off from work, childcare or house-
hold duties because of injuries. The
average medical cost for women
victimized by physical domestic
violence was $483 compared to
$83 for men; mental health ser-
vices costs for women was $207
compared to $80 for men; while
productivity losses were similar at
$257 for women and $224 for men.

Phaedra Corso, PhD, a CDC
economist and the study’s other
author, noted that a previous CDC
study using 1995 data that was
published in 2003 provided esti-
mates of the total direct health care
costs of domestic violence. Accord-
ing to Corso, that study estimated
the direct health care costs associ-
ated with domestic violence to be
around $4.1 billion. In addition,
the study estimated that domestic
violence caused an estimated $1.8
billion in productivity losses asso-
ciated with injuries and premature
death.

“Unfortunately, we believe the
estimates using 1995 data are con-
servative because many cases of
domestic violence are not re-
ported,” Corso said. “In today’s
dollars, the health care and pro-
ductivity costs are likely to be

much greater. Ultimately, the eco-
nomic burden of domestic violence
impacts all of society. Hospitals,
workplaces, and communities must
devote and be able to provide re-
sources to treating and assisting
victims, while the criminal justice
system, mental health providers,
employers and the community
must bear a variety of other costs.”

For more information, visit
www.cdc.gov/ncipc/factsheets/
ipvfacts.htm.

If you are a victim of domes-
tic violence, sexual assault, or
stalking please know that help is
available.

If you are a victim of domestic vio-
lence, please call:
National Domestic Violence
Hotline 1-800-799-SAFE (7233)
1-800-787-3224 (TTY)

If you are a victim of sexual as-
sault, please call:
Rape, Abuse, and Incest National
Network (RAINN) 1-800-656-
HOPE (4673)
National Sexual Violence Resource
Center (NSVRC) 1-877-739-3895
If you are a victim of stalking,
please call:
National Center for Victims of
Crime, Stalking Resource Center
1-800-394-2255 or 1-800-211-
7996 (TTY)

Study documents high costs andStudy documents high costs andStudy documents high costs andStudy documents high costs andStudy documents high costs and
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Remembering Tiffani

Bonk!! is the sound a very
small girl made when she would
run into the table or bump her head
or do any other silly thing toddlers
do!! She would absolutely glow
when she did it.

I was a young man, seventeen
years old, with a crush on her mom
the first time I heard it!!  I can still
hear her some twenty-seven years
later. She looked like Yoda on Star
Wars and in my eyes that’s a good
thing.

One of the true gifts of my life
was taking her and her aunt Jen-
nifer to Joe’s in the morning. They
used to have this hump on 4th street
coming from Luzon rd and the
girls would squeal for me to make

“the green thing”, my ’70
Chevelle, go faster as we went over
it. Then we would go eat, and I
would take them to day care. Good
times I mean to tell you!!

You should have seen their
faces the first time her and her little
sister, Jessica, saw me put “the
power pig” on an ear of corn.
Priceless!! Their mom had invited
me over for dinner. I came up for
air from that corn and they were
all just staring at me with their
jaws about to fall out. We all
laughed so hard. Good times.

A little later on we were in
Frankston playing golf on a fam-
ily vacation. Myself and her uncles
Bobby and Eddie and some others
I don’t remember, sorry. I taught
her to drive the cart and to smash

a beer can on her head. You know
what she said? Bonk!! I’m not sure
if that was one of our prouder mo-
ments, she was seven or eight. But
at the time it was good clean fun.
I’ll never ever forget the happy fun
filled look in her face.

I loved her and she loved me,
what a deal for a guy like me.  

Then I watched her grow up
from the sidelines. I watched her
take care of her sister, even her
mom. She was a beautiful young
lady. She really found her path in
high school. She was one of God’s
stars!!

I had lunch with her at her
mom’s place one Saturday after-
noon. It was a time to sit and talk
with her and catch up on each
other’s lives. What a gift.

Then she was gone. Septem-
ber 7th, 1997. Hit by a drunk driver
and gone.

What are we going to do about
this tragedy that continues to hap-
pen over and over and over and
over again? It happens weekly,
daily, hourly, even twice an hour.

I am guilty. Many of you may
be. I drove drunk daily for almost
twelve years. I almost killed my-
self and my brother once.

We were at a monthly victims
impact panel in Dallas Wednesday
night for DWI offenders. There
were 250 first time offenders
there. The same meeting takes
place in Tarrant County, Denton
County and Collin County. So
roughly there are 1,000 first time
DWI ‘s prosecuted in the DFW
area every month. That doesn’t
include the repeat offenders, or the
people that do not get caught or
the people that have an attorney
who beats the case.

So that is 12,000 DWI ‘s a
year in the Metroplex alone. Add
every major metropolitan area in
the country and we have a serious
problem folks.

We need solutions to this
epidemic. Please help. Don’t drink
and drive. Do all you can to teach
your loved ones about the dangers

of drinking and driving.
The girl’s name I have been

reminiscing over is Tiffani Cain. I
love her and miss her more than
words will ever say. She came into
my life when she was less than a
year old, and I am the better for
it. 

I still have a crush on her
mom. I support her in all she does.
I love my daughter Jessica so much
I can’t tell you. I know this; Tiff
wants us to be happy.

So, the next time your little
one falls and bumps a table or wall
or whatever, give ‘em a big ol’
BONK!!

I still hear her saying it to this
day.

I love you Tiff!! Say hi to God
and my dad and my uncle Keith
for me!!
Stuart
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Read the
Irving

Rambler
online at

IrvingRambler.com

If you would like to see your ideas
in print, please email them to
Irving@IrvingRambler.com or mail them
to:

The Letters to the Editor section is devoted to giving the people of Irving a voice.
The Irving Rambler needs your input, letters, comments – good as well as bad, and opin-
ions. This section can only be successful with your support. Whenever possible, people
holding contrary views of a subject will be allowed to respond to critical letters. Letters
including profanity will not be considered.

The Irving Rambler
Re: Letters to the Editor
P.O. Box 177731
Irving, Texas 75017
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Margaret’s Corner

Margaret Lopez is an indepen-
dent writer for the Irving Rambler.  An
Irving resident for more than 12 years,
she and her husband have been mar-
ried for more than 40 years and have
four daughters and four grandsons

Hi Irving!
Are you getting
used to the
school routine
again? How
about the kids?
Have you been

really busy lately or under a lot of
stress? We’ve probably all heard
that it is very important to get
enough sleep for so many differ-
ent reasons including our health,
happiness (do you get grouchy
when you’re tired?), memory, etc.
But now that the summer is quickly
coming to an end and fall will soon
be upon us, I think it is more im-
portant to make sure we get enough
rest since a lack of sleep can cause
the body’s defenses to weaken. And
“cold/flu season” is definitely not

when you want your immune sys-
tem to take five. So give yourself a
break and get to bed early or take
a power nap if you can. Getting
enough rest is one factor that will
help make sure your immune sys-
tem stays strong.

Most of us have also heard that
our emotional well being has a di-
rect impact on the strength and
weakness of our immune system.
This is why so many of us catch a
cold when we are stressed
out…which is exactly when we
really don’t need the extra stress
of a cold. All these factors are
linked in that getting enough rest
will hopefully help you be less
stressed (or at least be better
equipped to handle the stress). And
less stress will help you be happy,

which in turn helps your immune
system. Of course the best way to
avoid getting sick is still to wash
your hands, but other factors play
a role as well. So this fall/winter
remember that in addition to hand
washing, vitamins, etc., getting
enough sleep and helping to keep
your stress level at a healthy toler-
able level will help ensure this sea-
son is a healthy one. Praying to
make a difference.
Attend Church Sunday.
God Bless You.

“We have never made an of-
fer that was less than the tax value
and/or what is assumed to be the
fair market value. There are a lot
of tax appraisals around where one
building has a low tax value, and
the next building’s tax appraisal
value may be sky high. In that case,
you have to look at the fair market
value. I have found in Irving that
the tax values are probably a little
higher than the actual market
value. Most of those, I would not
take exception to the tax value.”

Mr. McDougal indicated that
given time the Irving Boulevard
area will be improved.

“I think for the most part, ev-
eryone really understands where
we are headed. There is a lot of
concern about some areas of Irv-
ing Boulevard. Of course, Irving
Boulevard is a state highway.
When you are dealing with the
state, you have issues,” Mr.
McDougal said

“Improvements along Irving
Boulevard are something that will
take some time, just because it is a
state highway. The beautification
of Irving Boulevard is a must. You
have got to do the upgrade there,
because people try to dodge and go
any direction they can go instead
of coming down Irving Boulevard,
especially from Loop 12. That
needs to be addressed, and the City
is already on board with that.”

When the redevelopment
project is completed, Mr.
McDougal believes people will be
impressed with the results.

“At the end of the day, every-
body is going to be extremely
pleased with what is going on.
South Irving has a lot going for it.
You have the parks system, which
is second to none that I have seen
in just about any city. You have the
senior citizen’s facility, but there
is no place to live around it.

“Heritage Park is certainly
going to be there. It is not going
away. A lot of people were afraid
the redevelopment would diminish
the park system. The parks system
is one of the reasons I took on the
challenge. South Irving has lots of
infrastructure, but it needs lots of
reconstruction in and around it.”

The City of Irving is facilitat-
ing redevelopment efforts in south
Irving to improve the city as a
whole.

“People have been waiting for
improvements in the downtown
area for a long time,” Council-
woman Beth Van Duyne said. “We
want a city that is safe, engaging,
attractive and that reflects our
unique heart and soul. While grab-
bing a coffee at Starbucks in Las
Colinas is a welcome treat for
some, others would prefer to visit
a small café in a characteristic,
historic setting. Considering we
have the opportunity in Irving to
offer both, we should appreciate
our fresh urban amenities while
not losing the intrinsic value of our
heritage.

“McDougal is purchasing
properties along Main St. and the
City is backing the credit line - not
giving away 10 million dollars. If
the development occurs, the City
will not have spent that money. If
the development does not occur, all
of the purchased properties revert
back to the City which has been
actively land banking in this area
for years while trying to seek in-
terested developers.

“The city will not use eminent
domain to acquire properties, and
I for one will not tolerate the City
or any developer engaging in in-
timidating or disreputable prac-
tices to force land owners out. Any
allegations made to the contrary
will be investigated,” she said.

Councilwoman Van Duyne
stressed the importance of commu-
nicating with citizens about rede-
velopment plans.

“People want to know what is
happening and are relying on the
City to inform them. Lack of in-
formation can create an atmo-
sphere of distrust and suspicion.
We must make every effort to sup-
ply our citizens with accurate and
timely facts in the most effective
means possible, while being sen-
sitive that not everyone utilizes the
same resources. While Town Hall
meetings are valuable to some, oth-
ers might find press releases in
newspapers or email updates to be
more convenient. We also
shouldn’t overlook the value of a
telephone call.

“This public input meeting is
the first in a series of communica-
tions plans we are developing to
open dialogue opportunities. The
Communications Committee is
currently creating an Olde Town
Development Ad Hoc Committee
of citizens and business owners
who are interested in being in-
volved further. This ad hoc com-
mittee will be another method of
sharing information about future
meetings, updates and develop-
ment as this project progresses di-
rectly with the people and busi-
nesses most affected. We recognize
that redevelopment of downtown
will be a team effort and want ev-
eryone to be able to participate.
Anyone with concerns should feel
free to contact me directly at 214-
876-0594 for more information,”
Ms. Van Duyne said.

City Manager Tommy
Gonzalez said the meeting allowed
people the opportunity to be in-
volved.

“People have a need to express
themselves and have input in the
process. We made every effort to
answer the concerns that were ex-
pressed. I think it was a good fact
finding session for the people at the
meeting,” Mr. Gonzalez said.

“There were pros and cons
brought up at the Council meeting
and in this last session. I think
there was more positive brought
forward than negative comments
with regards to the development.

A number of factors will de-
termine how the plans for improve-
ments in south Irving will continue
to move forward.

“The Council has said they
don’t want to utilize eminent do-
main. Only people who want to sell
will have their properties bought.
Whenever there is enough land
secured in a given geographic area
that will determine what the plan
is. The project will continue to
evolve until it is completed,” Mr.
Gonzalez said.

“The City has two million dol-
lars for enhancing Irving Boule-
vard. We have to come up with
schematics and designs in order to
address where we would start any
improvements on Irving Boule-
vard. We would want to do the im-
provements where we would get
the biggest bang for our buck.

“Irving Boulevard is a state
highway, which is a good thing and

sometimes is not so good a thing.
In this case, we believe it is a good
thing, because the two million can
be leveraged for more dollars at the
Federal level. We may be able to

get some matching dollars from
the Feds with TxDOT to help us
increase those dollar amounts to do
more along Irving Boulevard.

“At the Town Hall meetings,

we received a lot of input about
what people want, and Irving Bou-
levard came up several times. I
think this is indicative of how we
are listening to what people say
they want in the community,” he
said.

Olde TOlde TOlde TOlde TOlde Tooooowne redevelopment project generates positive community inputwne redevelopment project generates positive community inputwne redevelopment project generates positive community inputwne redevelopment project generates positive community inputwne redevelopment project generates positive community input
Continued from page 1
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Experience
modern
Mexican
cuisine in the
heart of Irving.
La Joya, the
jewel of the
Oseguera
family, stands
for traditional
dishes and
masterful,
contemporary
dining,
punctuated by
the intensely
fresh flavors of
today’s
Mexico.

La Joya
Perfecting the art of fine Mexican dining.
6450 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 100
Irving, Texas, 75063
mexfud@yahoo.com

972.831.8000

Over 20 years of service in the community

972-790-6315
M-Th 9-6:30    F 9-6    Sat 9:30-6    Sun closed

(Story & Grawlyer intersection next to Kroger)
1600 N. Story Rd. Ste. 616, Irving

20% OFF Children’s Vitamins
10% OFF everyday

“Quality Vitamins at down to Earth Prices!”

COUPON

*excludes food & sale items

BACK TO SCHOOL SPECIALBACK TO SCHOOL SPECIAL
“Protecting your children’s
health naturally”
“Protecting your children’s
health naturally”

Irving City Council autho-
rized city staff to negotiate a con-
tract with Wiginton Hooker Jeffry
PC Architects to design and pro-
vide construction administration
for a new, state-of-the-art animal
shelter. The initial design meetings
for the building were held in late
August.

The six million dollar facility
will be located on Valley View
Lane, between Northgate Drive
and Walnut Hill Lane, and will be
funded through capital improve-
ment bond funds and gas lease rev-
enues. A joint project housing the
city’s Animal Services operation

and the DFW Humane Society, the
facility is scheduled to open sum-
mer 2009.

Animal Services continues to
enhance its programs and outreach
efforts. Animal Services plans to
sponsor a free rabies vaccination
clinic on Nov. 3 at Running Bear
Park, located at 2601 S. Story
Road.

Seven animal services officers
were recently certified by the Texas
Animal Control Association. For
more information, call Animal
Services at 972-721-2256, or the
DFW Humane Society at 972-253-
3333.

City to neCity to neCity to neCity to neCity to negotiate contractgotiate contractgotiate contractgotiate contractgotiate contract
for new animal shelterfor new animal shelterfor new animal shelterfor new animal shelterfor new animal shelter Provided by Aleta Walther 

Grainger, a local distribu-
tor of facilities maintenance
supplies to businesses, recently
awarded a Grainger $2,000
Tools for TomorrowSM scholar-
ship to North Lake College stu-
dent Jason Meuth. Meuth is
currently studying construction
technology as will as heating,
air conditioning and ventilation
at North Lake College.

“We believe one of the best
ways to invest in the future of
the Dallas-Fort Worth area is to
help dedicated students like Ja-
son Meuth realize their educa-
tional goals,” Joe Seagraves,
District Branch Services Man-
ager for Grainger, said. “We are
proud to continue our tradition
of supporting the industrial
trades by partnering with North
Lake College on our Tools for
Tomorrow scholarship pro-
gram.”

A Roanoke resident, Meuth
is studying construction tech-
nology as well as heating, air
conditioning and ventilation at
North Lake College. The
school’s faculty nominated
Meuth for the scholarship, de-
scribing him as a top scholastic
achiever with demonstrated
leadership potential. Upon suc-
cessful completion of degree,
Meuth will also receive a tool
kit from Grainger to help sup-
port him in his future career.

Last year’s Tools for To-
morrow scholarship recipient
Margaret Braswell of Roanoke,
recently received her degree in

construction management and
technology from North Lake
College.

North Lake College has a
long history of providing indus-
try-driven training for construc-
tion workers in North Texas.
Courses provide the technical
knowledge and hands-on skills
students need to find career op-
portunities in the residential,
commercial and industrial con-
struction industry. In addition
to training students new to the
industry, North Lake provides
continuing education for mem-
bers of the construction indus-
try to upgrade their skills.

“I am grateful to Grainger
for investing in my future by

TTTTTools for Tools for Tools for Tools for Tools for Tomorroomorroomorroomorroomorrow Scholarship aw Scholarship aw Scholarship aw Scholarship aw Scholarship awardedwardedwardedwardedwarded
awarding me this scholarship,”
Meuth, who previously served
five years in the United States
Air Force, said. “After obtain-
ing my technical degree I will
strive to gain even more exper-
tise and knowledge, thereby al-
lowing me to provide the high-
est quality work possible.”

Grainger and the American
Association of Community Col-
leges (AACC) have partnered to
promote the Grainger Tools for
TomorrowSM  scholarship pro-
gram, designed to help students
in the industrial trade curricu-
lum who have demonstrated
drive, commitment and leader-
ship, realize their educational
goals.

Encouraging excellence in higher education Margaret Braswell,
2006 scholarship recipient; Roger Wilson, Coordinator, Construc-
tion Management and Technology, North Lake College; Joe
Seagraves, District Branch Services Manager, Grainger; Jason
Meuth, 2007 scholarship recipient; Mike Worrell, Branch Grainger
attend the Grainger scholarship presentation.

Dallas’ The Vocal Majority
Chorus presents its 2007 Fall
Shows, How the West was Won, in
a three-show series from Sep. 21-
22 at the Eisemann Center in
Richardson.

Irving residents David Ennis
(bass), Todd Montag (baritone),
Martin Senstock (bass), and Brady
Anderson (lead) will be singing in
these three Texas-size shows.

How the West was Won cel-
ebrates the West and the great state

of Texas. These shows feature
songs such as: Deep In the Heart
of Texas; Home on the Range; How
the West Was Won.

The Chorus’ membership, all
auditioned volunteers, offers the
Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex a
professional men’s chorus with
repertoire ranging from the clas-
sics to Broadway.

Tickets are available by call-
ing the Eisemann Center Ticket
Office at 972-744-4650.

ChorChorChorChorChorus presents Hous presents Hous presents Hous presents Hous presents How the w the w the w the w the WWWWWest was est was est was est was est was WWWWWononononon

Provided by Michael Tillman
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425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

IN GOD WE TRUST

Metro (817) 498-7079
And our new location at

310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX
Metro (817) 477-3383

Visit Our Other Locations at
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Serving Irving For Over 35 Years

For Take Out Call SPECIALS
EVERY

DAY!

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

“““““Where   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”””””“““““Where   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”””””

Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking

All You Can Eat Food Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

Beginning September 4th Joe’s Coffee Shop
will be totally NON-SMOKING.

We thank you for your continued patronage!

Attentionnament in the history of the PGA
TOUR.

With the proceeds from the
2007 Championship, a total of
$101,537,845 has been raised for
charity. As the Championship’s
primary beneficiary, Salesmanship
Club Youth & Family Centers
(SCYFC) uses the tournament pro-
ceeds to support its programs for
children and their families in the
Dallas area.

“On behalf of the players and
staff of the PGA TOUR, I offer our
congratulations to the EDS Byron
Nelson Championship for reach-
ing this historic milestone,”
Finchem said. “Byron Nelson left
a legacy of giving, and it is won-
derful to see this continue through
the good work of the Salesmanship
Club.”

“Raising $100 million is a re-
markable achievement and EDS
salutes the tireless efforts of the
Salesmanship Club in reaching
this milestone,” Ron Rittenmeyer,
EDS president and chief executive
officer, said. “We also recognize
that the tournament is not just
about raising money, equally im-
portant is how that money is spent.
The Salesmanship Club has built
a world-class program that focuses
on the needs of children and fami-
lies in the Dallas area – with an
outreach that impacts other regions
of the nation as well.”

Salesmanship Club Youth and
Family Centers has been the recipi-
ent of the funds raised at the EDS
Byron Nelson Championship since
the tournament began in 1968.
SCYFC has provided intensive and
innovative mental health and edu-

cation services for more than
35,000 at-risk children and fami-
lies over the years. Current men-
tal health programs include fam-
ily therapy, intensive treatment for
troubled adolescents, parent train-
ing and child assessment services.
Education programs are high-
lighted by a laboratory school pro-
viding innovative teaching ap-
proaches to inner-city kids, an in-
stitute providing training and con-
sultation with public schools and
a hands-on earth science education
program for public school students
at SCYFC’s camp in east Texas.
SCYFC’s broader mission is to
impact children and families on a
larger scale by sharing new ap-
proaches with other educators,
mental health professionals and
human service organizations.

“The incredible support pro-
vided by the EDS Byron Nelson
Championship has enabled our
programs to serve thousands of
children and family members re-
gardless of their income,” Dr. Kent
Skipper, SCYFC executive direc-
tor, said. “We are deeply grateful
to the Salesmanship Club of Dal-
las and the many companies and
individuals that have made this
tournament so successful. Thanks
to this great annual event, we will
continue to seek new effective ap-
proaches to help at-risk and
troubled children.”

The EDS Byron Nelson
Championship’s charitable contri-
bution to the SCYFC in 1968 was
$10,000 while the 2007 champi-
onship last April contributed $6.4
million.

EDS Byron Nelson Championship eEDS Byron Nelson Championship eEDS Byron Nelson Championship eEDS Byron Nelson Championship eEDS Byron Nelson Championship exceedsxceedsxceedsxceedsxceeds
$100 million total funds raised for charity$100 million total funds raised for charity$100 million total funds raised for charity$100 million total funds raised for charity$100 million total funds raised for charity
Provided by Tracy Cobb

The Salesmanship Club of
Dallas and PGA TOUR Commis-
sioner Tim Finchem recently an-
nounced that the EDS Byron
Nelson Championship exceeded
the $100 million mark in money
raised for charity since 1968. This
is not only the largest amount
raised from an ongoing event in
Dallas, but is also by far the larg-
est amount raised by a single tour-

in the 2006 Preliminary SAT/Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Qualify-
ing Test, taken during the junior
year.

Among approximately 16,000
of the brightest in the nation, these
students earned the rank of Semi-
finalist and will be considered for

Eight Irving ISD students
have been selected as Semifinal-
ists in the 2008 National Merit
Scholarship Program. They are:
Zachary Nowell, Irving High
School; Jonas Beyene and Dylan
Cowart, MacArthur High School;
Austin Christenberry, Amanda
Peralta and Emarric Zipper,
Nimitz High School; and Hien
Nguyen and Mukund Ramesh, The
Academy of IISD.

Administered each year by the
College Board, the National Merit
Program awards rankings and
scholarships to students across the
United States based on their scores

Eight named National Merit SemifinalistsEight named National Merit SemifinalistsEight named National Merit SemifinalistsEight named National Merit SemifinalistsEight named National Merit Semifinalists
Finalist and Scholar status, outper-
forming more than 1.4 million of
their peers from nearly 21,000 U.S.
high schools.

Nationwide, the pool of Semi-
finalists represents less than one
percent of U.S. high school seniors.

Matt Sartor, son of Mike Sartor,
Irving ISD assistant athletic direc-
tor, and Trish Sartor, science
teacher at Crockett Middle School,
has signed a contract with the Los

Angeles Dodgers. He was assigned
to Class A in the minor leagues and
is playing for the Ogden Raptors
in Utah.

Grandparents DaGrandparents DaGrandparents DaGrandparents DaGrandparents Day at Broy at Broy at Broy at Broy at Brownwnwnwnwn

Grandparents of students were recognized Sep. 7 during Grand-
parents Day held at Brown Elementary School.

Sartor signs with Dodgers



Continuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The Tradition
“The Right Choice for Over 50 Years.”

BROWN’S MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Brown Family Owned and Operated.

972-254-4242
Brownmem@msn.comBen F.Ben F.Ben F.Ben F.Ben F.

Church & Chapel Ser-
vices

Local, Out of Town
Services

& Burials
Memorials
Cremation

Memories Flowers

OBITUARIES

Chapel of Roses
Funeral Home

1225 E. Irving Blvd. 75060
972-554-1031

Owned & Operated by the Chism & Crouch
Families

Directors:
Harrell Chism
Charlotte Chism Waldrum

Offering:
Traditional Funeral Services
Cremation & Military Services
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EDNA LUCILLE

REITER
    Edna Lucille
Reiter, of Irv-
ing, passed
away Septem-
ber 6, 2007.

S h e
was born June
8, 1908 in
Kingman, KS.
She was a

member of First United Methodist
Church in Irving and also the Irv-
ing Garden Club. She married
Raymond Frank Reiter on June 1,
1930 and he preceded her in death.

Survivors include her son
Daryl Reiter and wife Elaine of
Irving; 2 grandchildren; and 2
great grandchildren.

Graveside services were held
Sep. 10 at Oak Grove Memorial
Gardens. Arrangements were
made by Brown’s Memorial Fu-
neral Home.

BILLIE DON BATES
    Loving hus-
band, father,
and best friend,
Billie Don
Bates, 72, a
resident of Irv-
ing for 40 years,
went to be with
our Lord, Sep-
tember 4, 2007.

He was born Sep. 3, 1935 in Buf-
falo Gap, TX to James Barney
Bates and Lottie Dale who pre-
ceded him in death.

He was a retired postmaster
currently employed at Inter Corp.

Bill is survived by wife, Peggy
Lou Bates; three children, Angela
Louise Davenport, Lori Marie
Strickland, and John Christopher
Mitchell; five grandchildren,
Britanie Warren, Holly Elrod,
Booker Davenport, Brigitte Dav-
enport and Corbin Mitchell; four
great grandchildren, Jacob Simon,
Ryan and Jordan Elrod and

Kadence Warren; sister, Sandra
Gale Miller; also long-time fam-
ily friend, Mark Cantu of
Southlake.

Bill was a sergeant in the
Marine Corps, serving in the Ko-
rean conflict.

Bill loved fishing and geology
studies. He was a lover of animals
and was a black belt in Tae Kwan
Do.

Bill will be missed for his
wonderful sense of humor, good
heart and kindness.

A visitation was held Sep. 6
at the funeral home. Services were
Sep. 7 at Donnelly’s Colonial Fu-
neral Home Chapel. Interment at
Dallas-Fort Worth National Cem-
etery.

RUTH JOHANNAH
THIXTON

    Ruth J.
Thixton, 87,
passed away
early Septem-
ber 8, 2007 af-
ter a lengthy ill-
ness in Irving.
Ruth joined her
husband of 57

years, Jim Thixton in Heaven on
this day.

She was preceded in death by
her parents, Walter and Mathilde
Hansen, sisters and husbands,
Eunice and Gilbert Erbach (New
Holstein, WI) Eliene and Charles
Altmann (Two Rivers, WI) brother
Gilbert and Arlyne Hansen (New
Holstein, WI), sister-in-law, Grace
Hansen (Kiel, WI).

She is survived by sons,
Michael Thixton of Mineral Wells,
TX; Patrick Thixton of Irving;
daughters Kathleen Hickey of
Mineral Wells, and Sandra Finley
of Grand Prairie; brothers Charles
Hansen, New Holstein, WI; Eu-
gene and wife, Maria Hansen also
of new Holstein, WI. Mrs. Thixton
is survived by seven grandchildren
and six great-grandchildren, nu-

merous nieces, nephews, cousins
and friends.

Her children wish to thank
Vitas Hospice staff for the care and
comfort provided during this tran-
sition. In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to the American
Heart Association, American Lung
Association or Vitas Hospice.

PAT RIDER
Pat Rider, age 49, a resident

of Irving died September 7, 2007
at a Dallas hospital.

Born Sep. 16, 1957 in Dallas,
he graduated from Irving High
School in 1976 and attended Sul
Ross University and Northlake
College in Irving. Pat was a mem-
ber of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
in Irving and was a church musi-
cian for Unity Church of Cedar
Hill.

He is survived by his parents,
James E. and Jane Rider of Irving;
brothers, J. W. Rider of Herndon,
Virginia and Robert “Bob” Rider
of Brownwood; sisters, Martha
Hocutt of Buffalo, Marjorie
Soderstrum of Kensington, Mary-
land and Shannon Szymczak of
Austin.

Friends were received by the
family on Monday at the funeral
home. Services were Sep. 11 at
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
Chapel. Rev. Greg Pickens offici-
ated. Graveside service was at
Union Cemetery in Leon County
near Jewett, TX.

CLAUDE ALEXANDER
WHEAT, JR.

    Claude
A l e x a n d e r
Wheat, Jr., of
Irving, passed
away Septem-
ber 8, 2007. He
was born Dec.
3, 1934 in Al-
bany, OK.

He is survived by his wife
Shirley Wheat of Irving; sister
Annetta Koster of Modesto, CA;
and a host of family members and
friends.

Funeral services was held Sep.
13, 2007 at Brown’s Memorial
Chapel. Interment followed at Oak
Grove Memorial Gardens.

FLOY ENRIGHT
SLIGAR

    Floy Enright
Sligar, age 75, a
resident of
G a i n e s v i l l e ,
Texas, formerly
of Irving for 43
years, went to
be with our
Lord on Sep-

tember 8, 2007 in Dallas.
Born Aug. 5, 1932 in Boggy

Depot, OK, she graduated from
high school in Clarita, OK. Floy
was a secretary for the City of Irv-
ing for 15 years retiring in 1992.
She and her husband were mem-
bers of the Avion Travel Group.

A Methodist, she was pre-
ceded in death by the father of her
children, Thomas Henry Enright
in 1990; and, sisters, Margaret
Evelyn Higgins and Sibyl
Robinson. She married Bill Sligar
in 1992.

Survivors include her husband
Bill of Gainesville; children Joe

and wife Gerrie Enright of Mid-
west City, OK, Tim and wife Sally
Enright of Red Oak, Sarah and
husband Gary Gray of Irving; step-
children, Leigha Sligar of Dallas,
Tracy and Alice Sligar, Marshall
and Brandie Sligar of Colleyville;
sister, Betty Jo Janousek of Broken
Bow, OK; 14 grandchildren; and
7 great grandchildren.

Friends were received by the
family at the funeral home Sep. 11
until the funeral service at
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
Chapel. Burial followed at Oak
Grove Memorial Gardens in Irv-
ing.

ODAS LEE WALKER
    Odas Lee
Walker of Irv-
ing passed
away Septem-
ber 11, 2007 in
Irving. He was
born on June 2,
1919 in

Henrietta, TX. He loved bowling
and horses.

Survived by wife Lena Walker
of Irving; sons Ronnie Walker of
Irving; Nathan Walker of Iredell,
TX; daughter and son-in-law
Dianne & Mickey Winchester of
Iredell; 6 grandchildren;12 great-
grandchildren and special friends
Freddie & Dale Davenport.

The family received friends
Thursday at the funeral home. Fu-
neral services were Sep. 14 at
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
Chapel with Rev. Earnest Walt of-
ficiating. Interment followed at
DFW National Cemetery.

WILLIAM P.
ESSLINGER

    William P.
Esslinger, of
Irving, passed
away Septem-
ber 11, 2007.

He was
born November
15, 1911 in Ft.
Smith, AR.

William was a member of Rotary
for over 50 years with perfect at-
tendance for 50 years. He was the
First Division Manager for South-
western States Telephone Co.
which was later acquired by
Verizon. He was a member of St.

Luke’s Catholic Church and
Knights of Columbus and enjoyed
playing bridge.

He was preceded in death by
his wife Marie Esslinger in 1990.

Funeral services were held
Sep. 13 at Brown’s Memorial
Chapel with Father Aidan
O’Donovan officiating. Graveside
services were held Sep. 14 at Ft.
Smith National Cemetery, Ft.
Smith, AR.

SIMON ACEBEDO
BURCIAGA

Simon Acebedo Burciaga, age 92,
a resident of Irving for two years,
formerly of Mexico, died Sep. 10,
2007 at his home. Born Feb. 28,
1915 in Zacatecas, Mexico to Jesus
and Micaela Burciaga, he was a
member of Calvary Church in Irv-
ing.

Survivors include his wife,
San Juana Hernandez de Burciaga;
children Emma Burciaga, Emilia
Burciaga, Rebeca Burciaga, Simon
Burciaga, Leticia Burciaga, Esther
Burciaga, Ismael Burciaga, Nelly
Burciaga, Nohemi Burciaga and
Elizabeth Burciaga; twenty-eight
grandchildren; and twenty-six
great grandchildren.

A Memorial Service was held
Sep. 11 at Calvary Church. Dr.
John Delgado officiated. Arrange-
ments were under the direction of
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral
Home.

WANDA SUE HALE
Wanda Sue Hale, age 54, of

Irving passed away on September
4, 2007. 

She was born on July 31, 1953
in Houston to David and Mary Jo
Matlock. Susie married James
Hale on June 21, 1970 in Abilene,
TX. She loved to give and care for
people and adored her children and
grandchildren. 

Susie is survived by husband,
James Hale; daughters, Kaylynn
Hale, Melissa Hale; sons, James
Hale Jr., Timothy Hale; sisters,
Debbie Stump, Mary Moody;
brothers, David Matlock, Frank
Matlock, Dale Matlock; grandchil-
dren, James Hale, Andrew Hale,
Shandi Hale, Kristen Thomas,
Shawna Hale, Alura Hale, Tiana
Hale, Carlon Hale, Jesse Hale; and
special nephew Mickel Lopez. 



606 West Airport Freeway – Irving, Texas  75062

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

Serving Irving  families since 1963

We Provide The Personal Touch
David & Carla Davis,

Owners & Licenced Funeral Directors

972-259-7644129 S. O’Connor
Irving, TX 75060

Irving’s oldest funeral home

A memorial service was held
on Saturday. Arrangements by
Chism-Smith Funeral Home.

MARY LOUISE
SOWELL CROWDER

M a r y
Louise Sowell
Crowder passed
away on Sep-
tember 11,
2007 while in a
nursing facility
in Irving. She

was 95. Mary Louise and Horace
M. had four children, Mary Faith;
Horace; Betty Sue and David.

Preceded in death by her hus-

band Horace Crowder in 1992,
daughter Betty Sue Crowder, and
son Horace Crowder, Jr; survivors
include daughter Mary Faith of
Santa Barbara, CA; Eva Crowder,
Horace’s widow, of Irving; son
David and wife Pat of Ft. Worth; 8
grandchildren; and 14 great-
grandchildren.

Born in San Antonio Sep. 4,
1912 to parents Bessie George and
Earnest Sowell, Mary Louise lived
in Dallas for many years and most
recently in Marble Falls. Her life
interests centered in art; ceramics
and oil painting; and Christian
work within the Baptist Church
and Child Evangelism Fellowship.

Interment was held Sep. 15 at
Laurel Land Memorial Park,
Dallas. Arrangements were made
by Brown’s Memorial Funeral
Home.

J. M. BRADFORD
J. M. Bradford, age 74, former

Irving resident, passed away on
September 1, 2007.

He was born on Sep. 18, 1932
in New Boston, TX to Clemist and
Alma Bradford. J.M. loved life and
was a hardworking man, he was
working on his home when God
called him home. He lost his first
wife to cancer years ago as well as
a son two years ago. 

Survivors include, wife June
Bradford; son, LaDale Bradford
and wife Debra; sister, Pauline
Miller; brother, C.W. Bradford and
wife Shirley; step-children, Joe
Boone, Jimmy Boone, Johnny
Boone, Jeffrey Boone, Joyce
Dehaan, Jane Taylor; grandchil-
dren, Hudson Boone, Wesley
Cornelison, Brandy Hines, April
Garrison, Robert Wylie, Curt
Thornton, Marianne Boone, De
Bradford, Jeffrey Boone, Ann
Dehaan, Jennifer Dehaan, Barrett
Boone; 8 great-grandchildren. 

Funeral Services were held on
Sep. 5 at Chism-Smith Funeral
Home with interment at Dallas/
Fort Worth National Cemetery.

OBITUARIES
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By Helen Widener
The last couple of weeks there

has been an ongoing controversy
concerning the authenticity of a
letter purported to have been writ-
ten by David Crockett, so perhaps
a little family background would
be helpful.

David Crockett first married
Polly Findley and had three chil-
dren: John Wesley, William and
Margaret who married Wiley
Flowers. None of these children
moved to Texas.

David Crockett’s second mar-
riage was to Elizabeth Patton,
widow of James Patton who died
November 23rd 1813 of wounds
received at the Battle of Taladego
in the War of 1812. David Crockett
fought in the same battle. Eliza-
beth and her husband James had
two children: George and Marga-
ret Ann Patton.

The marriage between David

Crockett and Elizabeth Patton pro-
duced three surviving children.
The children were: Robert,
Rebecca and Matilda Crockett.

The heirs of David Crockett
were awarded a “League” of land
by the State of Texas for his ser-
vices to the Republic of Texas.
Sometime between the years of
1852-1854 Elizabeth Patton
Crockett moved to Texas with her
sons, George Patton and his fam-
ily, Robert Crockett with his fam-
ily and daughter, Rebecca Crockett
(Kimbro) Halford and her family.
They settled in the area that was
then Johnson County. The area is
now Acton, Hood County, Texas.

The letter to Crockett’s chil-
dren was specifically written to
Wiley and Margaret Flowers and
David mentioned his sons John
and William. He does not mention
any of the children by Elizabeth
Patton Crockett. In a Tennessee

Persons wishing to send in
their favorite family recipes or
have a special request for a lost
recipe can contact the Irving Ram-
bler:  irving.@irvingrambler.com.

Helen is married to James
Widener and is the author of the
Irving Centennial Cookbook and
family histories and James
Mackay a man to cherish 1761-
1822, a historical narrative. Email:
hwidener@msn.com Website:
www.jamesmackay.us.

Colcannon is an Irish-Scottish
vegetable dish that found its way
to America. In Scotland mashed
potatoes and mashed rutabagas are
often served with Haggis.

3 large Irish Potatoes, peeled, cut
in half and quartered
1 large Turnip, peeled, cut in half
and quartered

Place the vegetables in a large
pan and cover with water. Simmer
the vegetables until they are soft.
Drain off excess water. Add But-
ter, a little milk or cream, salt and
pepper. Mash as you would mashed
potatoes. This is a dish that Eliza-
beth Crockett would have served
many times to her family.

Colcannon

Newspaper Interview, many years
after David’s death, Matilda, the
daughter of David and Elizabeth,
claims that David had also writ-
ten a letter to her mother. To my
knowledge no letters written to
Elizabeth have survived.

In my opinion, as a history
student of David and Elizabeth
Crockett, not a documents expert;
the letter the Texas History Com-
mission has in their possession is
a hand written copy of the origi-
nal letter written to Wiley and
Margaret Flowers, a copy written
by one sibling for another. I have
personally seen copies of the Texas
Letter as well as the Flowers-
Crockett Letter that is sold by the
Crockett Cabin in Rutherford, TN
for a dollar a copy. The wording
in the two letters is the same ex-
cept that the Crockett Cabin letter
has misspelled words and the writ-
ing is consistent with other letters
written by the hand of David
Crockett.

The Crockett letter

supported his family all these
years. We are really struggling to
keep the doors open. We have lost
savings, retirement and anything
else we could put in there.”

Approximately 20 businesses
along the Belt Line construction
corridor have closed or relocated.

“Businesses all around us
have closed. Even the Dolly Madi-
son bread store across the street
closed. They moved their business
to Lancaster, because they couldn’t
get deliveries. The construction
next to them on Rustic was com-
pletely shut off,” Ms. James said.

“The pawnshop across the
street started making some noise
and sent some letters. So they fi-
nally got a cut through there; but
it is not for the public, it is for the
construction people. Our custom-
ers have found where it is, so some
of them have learned to cut across.
But it is very dangerous to do that.
I would not want anyone to get
knocked off the highway because
they came to Shorty’s by taking
that cut through.

Despite the difficulties,
Shorty’s owners plan to leave their
business where it is.

“I don’t think Irving shouldn’t
improve their road system. I think
the construction company has
botched the whole process. They
are the ones who have made it so
difficult for everybody. There have
been times when both of the drive-
ways accessing Shorty’s and the
businesses beside us were cut off,
and there was no access to us what-
soever. That is not right. You don’t
do businesses that way.

“The bottom line is the road
is like it is. What is is; and that is
what we have to deal with. What
else can we do? Shorty’s will be
there until I have spent my very
last dollar. We just hope day by day
they hurry up and finish,” she said.

Davis Mobility Company
moved into their new location on
Belt Line Road shortly before the
construction began.

“The construction has prob-
ably reduced our business by at
least 50%,” Lewis Starritt, shop
foreman for Davis Mobility said.

“It has affected all of the businesses
in this area.

“In the mornings and the eve-
nings it is hard for people to get in
or out, because the traffic backs up
so bad. The construction problems
aren’t as bad now as they were,
because they have built a cut
through at Luzon. For a long time
there wasn’t any way through,” he
said.

Customers unfamiliar with the
area have a difficult time trying to
drive to Davis Mobility.

“It is hard to tell people how
to drive to our store, especially if
they are coming from the south.
Our older customers coming from
Grand Prairie have a hard time
making the u-turn at Rock Island.
Several customers have com-
plained. They say, ‘When the road
gets fixed, we will come over
there,’” Mr. Starritt said. “The con-
struction makes it hard for deliver
trucks to stop here. It has been in-
convenient, especially when they

shut the traffic down to one lane.
“I have no idea why it has

taken so long. It took them a month
and a half to rebuild Belt Line in
front of the racetrack. It looks like
to me that they just work on the
road sporadically. About six weeks
ago, they worked on the road real
hard. Here lately, they have done
nothing. I think part of the reason
is the weather,” he said.

For 17 years, Doan’s Nursery
Inc. has offered plants and garden-
ing tools to area customers.

“We have no customers,” a
representative of the nursery said.
“Many customers complain that
there is no way to come in. The
situation is very bad.

“We have lost a lot of business.
We don’t have enough money to
pay the bills, but we try. Last win-
ter we had to throw away 5,000
pansies grown in flats. This spring-
time we did not have many retail
customers. It will be good when the
construction is done,” she said.

Gary Bailey, the NW Dallas
Area Engineer for TxDOT, indi-
cated that the delays in the recon-
struction of Belt Line Road were
caused by forces outside of
TxDOT’s control.

“The delays were related to
unforeseen utility conflicts, reloca-
tions and new federal regulations
related to bridge demolition that
were not required during the ini-
tial design phase of the project,”
Mr. Bailey said. “The delays were
during the middle phase, where
temporary drives had to be used for
a longer period than originally
planned. 

“We realize that the construc-
tion is undesirable for the busi-
nesses along the project.  We ap-
preciate the cooperation of the
business owners along the length
of the project, as we know this is a
difficult time. We hope the final
roadway will be an asset to them
in the long run.”

Unforeseen conflicts delay Belt Line Road reconstruction
Continued from page 1

Provided by Cari Solomon
Carlos A. Ospina, a 15 year

old Irving resident, fulfilled his
dream this summer when he was
able to attend a two-week youth
conference in Warsaw, Poland.

After a year of saving his pay-
check from working as a soccer
referee for the North Texas Soccer
Association, Ospina had enough
money to pay for his airplane ticket
and room and board overseas.

“It was such an awesome ex-
perience that now I am studying

Polish, and I am planning on
working more to go back next sum-
mer,” Carlos said. “Refereeing
does not seem to me as hard work.
I actually enjoy it very much.”

“More young people may ben-
efit by following Carlos’ footsteps,”
John Bounds, assignor at the Irv-
ing Soccer Referee Association,
said. “It is not only a way to teach
responsibility but also a healthy
way to keep youngsters occupied
and make money at the same time
so they can fulfill their dreams.”

YYYYYouth refereeing paouth refereeing paouth refereeing paouth refereeing paouth refereeing pays offys offys offys offys off

Lost Cat - Male Orange
Tabby. Lost in Valley Ranch
Area. Reward.  972-824-2195
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Contact us at 214-675-6493 if your business would like
to sponsor the games section of the Irving Rambler.
Almost everyone likes to play games giving advertisers
a captive and entertained audience. We are considering
a variety games and puzzles. Sponsoring this section
would guarantee you could play your favorite game
every week.

SPONSORS WANTED
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ADVERTISING PRICES
First 15 words $7.00
Each additional word $0.20

Bold, Caps, border $7.00

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.  When you place a
classified advertisement in the Rambler, we publish it online at no additional
charge. The Irving Rambler does not accept submission of an advertisement as
a commitment to publish.  Publication of an advertisement does not create an
obligation to continue publishing.  The Irving Rambler reserves the right to
refuse to publish any advertisement for any reason.  Ads promoting hate groups,
or including inappropriate material will not be published.  E-mail addresses
will only be published if included in the copy of your classified ad.

To purchase classified ads call
214-675-6493.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
HELP WANTED

Mike Overby, PE/CMC Principal & Owner
Express Personnel Services Dallas Metro Of-
fice 4070 N. Beltline Rd #126 Irving, TX
75038 972-258-4981 - Office 469-222-5559
- Cell An ISO 9001-2000 Certified Company
“Helping People Succeed” Link to our monthly
newsletter: www.expresspersonnel.com/news-
letters/e_exchange.htm HRTips: http://
employers.expresspersonnel.com/us/solutions/
hr-tip-archives.aspx

SALES POSITION
Local territory, established accounts, People
person, detail oriented, responsible, courteous,
articulate, computer literate, MS Office, email
and internet savvy opportunity for growth, ex-
perience preferred, call to 214-675-6493 to
discuss your opportinities

SAW OPERATOR NEEDED
Saw Operator needed with some computer
knowledge. Steady work, great location. Ap-
ply in person at Hannon Hydraulics, 625 North
Loop 12, Irving, Texas No phone interviews.

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES
FOR SALE-Hot Wheels Collection-Treasure
Hunts, Final Runs and many other series 972-
438-4522

MOMENTS IN TIME
The History Channel

On Sept. 18, 1789, with the
nation’s finances in a mess, the
United States government takes out
its first loan. It took a little under
a year to repay the loan of
$191,608.81.

On Sept. 17, 1884, Judge
Allen disposes of the 13 criminal
cases on his Oakland, Calif.,
docket in only six minutes. Defen-
dants in Oakland’s criminal court
did not stand much of a chance of
gaining an acquittal. In a 40-year
period, only 1 defendant in 100
was acquitted.

On Sept. 16, 1908, William C.
Durant founds the General Motors
Corporation, consolidating several
motorcar companies, including
Buick, Oldsmobile and Cadillac.
Over the next few years, GM
bought out Chevrolet, Delco, the
Fisher Body Company and
Frigidaire.

On Sept. 13, 1916, children’s
author Roald Dahl is born in South
Wales. Author of “Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory” (1964) and
“James and the Giant Peach”

(1961), Dahl also wrote the screen-
play for “Chitty Chitty Bang Bang”
(1968) and a James Bond film,
“You Only Live Twice” (1967).

On Sept. 12, 1940, near
Montignac, France, a collection of
15,000- to 17,000-year-old prehis-
toric cave paintings are discovered
by four teenagers who stumbled
into a cavern. The grotto, briefly
opened to the public, was closed
due to mold on the paintings.

On Sept. 15, 1954, the famous
picture of Marilyn Monroe, laugh-
ing as her skirt is blown up by the
blast from a subway vent, is shot
during the filming of “The Seven
Year Itch.” The scene infuriated
her husband, Joe DiMaggio, and
the couple divorced shortly after.

On Sept. 14, 1974, Eric
Clapton’s version of “I Shot the
Sheriff,” written by reggae legend
Bob Marley, hits No. 1 on the mu-
sic charts. The lyrics, in which the
theft of a Stetson hat leads to the
death of a self-professed family
man, were based on an actual mur-
der that occurred in St. Louis, Mo.,
in 1895.

UCP of Metro Dallas
DIRECT CARE ATTENDANT
NEEDED in IRVING AREA.
Direct personal assistance w/daily activities in client’s

home (grooming, hygiene, & community).
Requires 1 yr exp working w/the disabled & reliable transportation.

Hours: M-W-F; 10:30 am-1:30pm
Contact:  Teresa Wilson

214-247-4544
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Matt is a member of the North Texas Film
Critics Association (NTFCA) and hosts
the weekly syndicated Indie Rock Radio
Show Spin 180. Plus with his wife Cindy
they do a weekly radio feature, The
Mungles on Movies. For additional re-
views and interview clips visit
www.mungleshow.com.

Mungles
on Movies

AdAdAdAdAdverververververtise intise intise intise intise in
The IrThe IrThe IrThe IrThe Irving Ramblerving Ramblerving Ramblerving Ramblerving Rambler

Call 214-675-6493

Billy Bob Thornton is fantas-
tic in this film. As always he takes
even the most trivial, sophomoric
character and breathes life into it.
This film is predictable, crude and
as unoriginal as they come. Yet
Thornton treats it as gold and his
character shines. That is about all
that works in this film. The writ-
ing is almost carbon copy of Meet
the Parents in the fact that Farley
does everything to get into the
head of Woodcock. You grimace at
the predicaments he gets himself
into, knowing it will all backfire
in the end. Plus Scott is just not
believable in these roles. Stiller
and Owen can pull it off much bet-
ter. Susan Sarandon adds little to
this film and except for the always-
funny Amy Pohler there would be
no support in this film.

Woodcock is Rated PG-13 for

crude and sexual content, thematic
material, language and a mild drug
reference. Parents should forget
taking anyone under 14 to see this
film. The crude sexual humor
though slightly funny the first time
gets tiresome after 5 minutes let
alone 87 ticks worth. Other than
the language it is safe. And again
the situations Farley gets into and
the over the top coach makes for
several good laughs. But safe and
funny still do not make it a must
see. I give it 2 out of 5 pushups.
Make your call, just know before
you go.

Meet the future parentMeet the future parentMeet the future parentMeet the future parentMeet the future parent

By Matt Mungle
Title: Mr. Woodcock
Rated: PG-13

Mr. Woodcock is a laugh out
loud film. Need I say more? Isn’t
that what a comedy is supposed to
be? Shouldn’t we just stop here and
be done with it? Not really. Yes a
comedy should make you laugh
and often. But just because you
laugh it doesn’t make it a must see
film. That is the issue with review-
ing films such as this. Though
there are moments of hilarity the
sum of its parts just doesn’t make
for a great movie. But with a name
like Woodcock did we honestly
expect greatness? Or just a laugh?

The film is relatable to any-
one who hated gym class and
needed therapy or at least a nice
shot of band camp to turn out nor-
mal. That is the situation with
John Farley (Seann William Scott).
After suffering through P.E class
under the tirades of Mr. Woodcock
(Billy Bob Thornton) he becomes
a successful writer of a self-help
book entitled Letting Go. When he
returns to his hometown to accept
an award he finds that his mother
(Susan Sarandon) is dating none
other than. Yup. Old Woody. This
would be a nightmare for any stu-
dent. In fact, I think we may have
all woke up in a cold sweat with
just that very thought.

in an unsafe condition, causes in-
jury to the dog, uses a collar that
is pinch-type, prong-type, or
choke-type or that is not properly
fitted to the dog; is a length shorter
than the greater of: five times the
length of the dog, as measured
from the tip of the dog’s nose to
the base of the dog’s tail; or 10 feet.

EXCEPTIONS to the Anti-Teth-
ering law include: a dog restrained
to a running line, pulley, or trolley
system and that is not restrained
by means of a pinch-type, prong-
type, choke-type, or improperly fit-

ted collar; a dog restrained in com-
pliance with the requirements of a
camping or recreational area as
defined by a federal, state, or local
authority or jurisdiction; a dog re-
strained for a reasonable period,
not to exceed three hours in a 24-
hour period, and no longer than is
necessary for the owner to com-
plete a temporary task that requires
the dog to be restrained; a dog re-
strained while the owner is en-
gaged in, or training for, an activ-
ity pursuant to a valid license is-
sued by this state if the activity for
which the license is issued is asso-
ciated with the use or presence of

a dog;  a dog restrained while the
owner is engaged in conduct di-
rectly related to the business of
shepherding or herding cattle or
livestock; and a dog restrained
while the owner is engaged in con-
duct directly related to the business
of cultivating agricultural prod-
ucts, if the restraint is reasonably
necessary for the safety of the dog.

HAND-HELD LEASHES: This
law does not prohibit a person from
walking a dog with a hand-held
leash.

Dog Fighting: HB 916, sponsored
by State Rep. Jose Menendez and
State Sen. Leticia Van de Putte,

Continued from page 1

Animals and pets protected by recent Texas legislation
increases the penalty for dog fight-
ing from a Class A misdemeanor
to a state jail felony and increases
the punishment for attending a dog
fighting exhibition from a Class C
misdemeanor to a Class A misde-
meanor.

Training and Certification of
Animal Control Officers: SB
1562, sponsored by State Sen.
“Chuy” Hinojosa and State Rep.
Phil King, provides for training
and certification of animal control
officers. This bill also increased
the penalty for killing or seriously
injuring a police service animal
from a third degree felony to a sec-
ond degree felony.  

Natural Disasters and Pets: HB
88, sponsored by State Rep. Dan
Branch, requires that companion
animals and service animals be
included in evacuation plans in the
event of natural disasters.

Animal Friendly License Plate
Funding: The entire $2 million
will be released to low and no-cost
spay and neuter programs. 

To view these laws in their en-
tirety, visit www.tlo2.tlc.state.tx.us/
statutes/statutes.html

The SPCA of Texas sincerely
thanks everyone for taking the time
to support the animals of Texas.

Provided by Patty Singleton
The Dallas Chamber of Com-

merce recently honored RBC Life
Sciences, Inc. as one of five local
small to mid-size companies in the
Dallas area that have “expanded
the Greater Dallas economy
through success in international
business and through community
service.” The presentation was
made at the annual International
Achievement Awards meeting held
at the Adam’s Mark Hotel.

RBC Life Sciences develops,
manufactures and markets skin
care products and food supple-
ments providing nutrients often
found to be low or missing in mod-
ern diets. All products are tested
for quality assurance in-house, and
by outside independent laborato-
ries, to comply with regulations in
the U.S. and in more than thirty
countries in which the products are
distributed.

Dallas Chamber aDallas Chamber aDallas Chamber aDallas Chamber aDallas Chamber awards RBC Life Scienceswards RBC Life Scienceswards RBC Life Scienceswards RBC Life Scienceswards RBC Life Sciences
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The precious pets
at the DFW Hu-
mane Society
would like to
bring a lifetime of

Come adopt a new
family member today!

1611 W, Irving Blvd.
Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-3333

If you can’t adopt, please donate!

love and happiness into your home!!

CITY EARNS EXCELLENT RETURN
ON INVESTMENT

The City Council received an independent analysis
prepared by Angelou Economics as to the return on
investment the city is earning on the investment it
made in economic development with the Greater
Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce this cur-
rent fiscal year. The Austin-based firm reported that
the Irving Economic Development Partnership, the
Chamber and City’s economic development arm,
was successful in 15 different recruitment or reten-
tion (test sample) projects resulting in nearly 2,700
new jobs and the retention of approximately 600
jobs in the city. Over the traditional 10-year analy-
sis period, these successful projects will generate
more than $10 million in new city tax revenues and
$25 million in school tax revenues. For each $1 in-
vested, $6,784 will be generated in economic ac-
tivity, $1,464 in wages and income, and $286 in
retail sales. Each $40 that the City invested will
result in a potential job for an Irving resident. Based
exclusively on property tax, the city will earn a re-
turn of 1,456% on their investment. The analysis
will also be distributed to businesses that give con-
tributions to assist with ED initiatives.
 

FLUOR AWARDED CONTRACTS
Las Colinas based Fluor Corporation announced that
it has been awarded two contracts. The first is a $1
billion contract for the front-end engineering and
design, engineering, procurement and construction
management of a polysilicon plant for LDK Solar
in Xinyu City China. Fluor also received a contract
for a power plant in New Mexico for the Desert
Rock Energy Company. Fluor will provide construc-
tion services for the $3 billion plant, which is a
joint effort of Desert Rock, the Navajo Nation and
Sithe Global Power.
 

EXXONMOBIL TO BUILD
SECOND PLANT IN SINGAPORE

Irving-based ExxonMobil announced that its chemi-

Beebe had previously served the Big 12 as chief operat-
ing officer.  The Big 12 headquarters is located in Irv-
ing.

BOY SCOUTS NAMES NEW CHIEF
Robert “Bob” Mazzuca assumed the duties of chief scout
executive of Irving-based Boy Scouts of America. A na-
tive of San Juan Bautista, CA, the 60-year-old Eagle
Scout has worked for the Boy Scouts of America for 36
years. He will provide general direction of the Boy
Scouts’ administrative work in his new role. Mr. Mazzuca

cal division will build a second steam petrochemical
project in Singapore. The plant will include an ethyl-
ene steam cracker, two polyethylene units, a polypropy-
lene unit, a specialty elastomers unit and other special-
ized units.
 

BIG 12 CONFERENCE
NAMES NEW COMMISSIONER

Dan Beebe has been named Commissioner of the Big
12, replacing Kevin Weiberg who left earlier this year.

succeeds Roy Williams, who announced his retire-
ment in February after seven years as chief scout
executive.

DBJ RECOGNIZES IRVING BUSINESSES
The Dallas Business Journal recognized the follow-
ing Irving-based companies: Staffmark and PDS
Technical Services Inc as two of the 25 largest staff-
ing services in the DFW Metroplex. Alyn, Patrick
& Associates was recognized as one of the 25 larg-
est executive search firms along with Administaff
and U.S. Personnel Inc. being recognized as 2 of
the 12 largest professional employer organizations
in the Metroplex.
 

NEW ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
INVESTOR

Helping businesses comply with the Patriots Act is
the focus of our newest Economic Development In-
vestor, Compliance Verification Associates (CVA).
As an Investor, CVA will receive benefits such as
links to their websites, exclusive opportunities for
developing new business relationships, and early
exposure to business prospects.
 

HOW TO EFFECTIVELY MANAGE
EXPORT COMPLIANCE RISK

The North Texas District Export Council and its title
sponsor Flowserve, an Irving-based international
corporation, will host a seminar September 27th at
the Omni Mandalay Hotel at 221 E. Las Colinas
Boulevard to address the risk of export non-com-
pliance in exporter-third party relationships. For
more information or to register, visit
www.exporters.com/northtexas/conferences/3rd/
thirdparties.html, or 817-310-3744.

Irving Economic Development Partnership has ini-
tiated 56 new projects this fiscal year for either re-
location or expansion in Irving.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT INVESTORS
The Irving Economic Development Partnership would like to thank the following entities for

their continued support and investment in our program:

DIAMOND INVESTORS
City of Irving
Las Colinas Marketing Alliance

PLATINUM INVESTORS
Flowserve Corporation
Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP
Irving Convention & Visitors Bureau
TIAA Realty, Inc./Cousins

Properties Services

BRONZE INVESTORS
Archon Group
AT&T
Crow Holdings/Apollo R. E.
EF Johnson, Inc.
ExxonMobil
Frymire Services
Imlach & Collins Brothers
James Hardie Building Products
Knight Security Systems, LLC
Koll Development Company
Office Resource Group
Prediction Analytics
PS Business Parks
Reliant Energy
San Jacinto Public Affairs
Staffelbach Design Associates

GOLD INVESTORS
Aviall, Inc.
Carrington Laboratories
Coldwell Banker
RIM
Trammell Crow Company

SILVER INVESTORS
Allstate Insurance
Atmos Energy
Classic Fare Catering
Comerica Bank
Friedel Photographic
Granite Properties
Medco Health Solutions
Quantum Custom Homes
The Staubach Company
Oncor Electric Delivery

To share in the benefits enjoyed by these entities, please call us at 214.217.8484 or visit ww.irvingchamber.com.

WEEKLY
BIZ BRIEF

A business activity report by the Irving Economic
Development Partnership.

Provided by Sarah U. White
Irving residents who partici-

pate in an upcoming telephone
survey conducted by Professional
Research Consultants will play an
important role in shaping how
community health needs will be
met in coming years. The tele-
phone survey is being jointly com-
missioned and funded by the City
of Irving, Parkland Health & Hos-
pital System, Baylor Medical Cen-
ter at Irving and the Irving
Healthcare Foundation (IHF).

“Citizens have given gener-
ously to our foundation since it was
founded three decades ago,” IHF
Chair Angela Enright said. “My
fellow colleagues and I on the

foundation’s board felt that one of
the best ways we could thank the
people of Irving as we celebrate our
30th ‘birthday’ was to be the lead-
ing contributor for this study. The
findings will be important because
they will impact how healthcare is
delivered in the years ahead.”

The survey results will help
the City of Irving plan its future
health program initiatives. Simi-
larly, it will assist Baylor Irving,
the city’s only nonprofit hospital,
in planning its health education
and community service outreach
programs.

“We’re excited, too, about how
the survey results will help the
newest healthcare provider in our

Collaborative funds Irving healthcare needs survey
city, Parkland’s Irving Health Cen-
ter,” Enright said.

Professional Research Con-
sultants (PRC) is based in Omaha,
NE and has extensive experience
in conducting research studies.
Their goal is to reach 900 Irving
households via telephone. In ad-
dition, PRC will conduct focus
groups comprising an additional
80 to 100 selected individuals later
this fall. Their findings will be
made available before year’s end
to the four partners who funded the
survey.

“It was a health needs analy-
sis that was conducted more than
50 years ago that helped identify
the need for a community hospital
that today is Baylor Irving. So, our
board felt this was an important
and very appropriate way for our
foundation to make a grant that
furthers our mission to creating a
healthier Irving. By better know-
ing the needs, our nonprofit
healthcare providers in Irving can
then better meet them.” Enright
said.

All contributions made to the
Irving Healthcare Foundation are
used locally to improve the health
of the people of Irving and sur-
rounding communities. More in-
formation about the survey is avail-
able at www.irvinghealthcare.org.

The Irving Rotary Club welcomed Jana Barker, co-founder and ex-
ecutive director of Brighter Tomorrows, to its Aug. 16 meeting.
Brighter Tomorrows serves more than 1000 women and children
annually in seven area communities, with emergency shelter, non-
resident counseling and advocacy, and transitional housing.

Rotary welcomes Brighter
Tomorrows director
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