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By Jess Paniszczyn
The world was a different place

in 1959. As president, Dwight D.
Eisenhower welcomed both Alaska
and Hawaii into the United States.
On the small screen, The Twilight
Zone, Huckleberry Hound and Bo-
nanza premiered. During that same
year, Irving celebrated the opening
of United States Postal Services’
brand new, Irving Downtown Sta-
tion.

Over the past 49 years, the
Downtown Station delivered mail
to Irving’s residents and busi-

nesses through all kinds of weather:
wind, rain, snow, or shine. But the
years have not been kind to the
building that has provided a home
for the Downtown Station. The
Postal Service is considering
whether the Downtown Station
should continue in the same loca-
tion or should be replaced with a
Contract Postal Unit.

“The downtown station is a
leased office,” said McKinney
Boyd, USPS Spokesperson. “The
lease will possibly expire in July of
2009. At the same time, we are re-

quired to identify a new location to
the current location if we are not
interested in renewing the lease. At
this particular time, whether or not
we will renew the lease is still un-
der discussion with senior manage-
ment at both the district and area
levels. So we don’t know specifi-
cally when or if we are going to re-
new the lease.

“We do know that the condi-
tion of the building for both the ap-
pearance and the interior of the
building is fair to deplorable. We

U.S. Postal Service may
close Downtown Station

Hurricane Ike continued to
lose momentum as it passed by
Irving over the weekend. Not
quite the blustering storm that
brought destruction to
Galveston, Houston and other
areas along the Texas cost, none
the less the storm brought rains
and gusting winds to North
Texas.

Despite the rainy weather,
more than 350 hearty souls
braved the elements to partici-
pate in the 17th annual Keep Irv-
ing Beautiful Trinity Trash Bash
on the morning of Sep. 13. Nor-
mally held in a parking lot out-
side of City Hall, the event
moved underneath a nearby
multi-level parking garage.

Continuing a tradition be-
gun in 1992, volunteers helped
provide an exceptional public
service by collecting over 1,450
pounds of recyclable materials
and loose litter. 

“The Trash Bash is a sig-
nature event for Keep Irving
Beautiful,” Randy Boatright,
Senior Vice-President of Keep
Irving Beautiful (KIB). “I think
it went very well considering the
affects of Hurricane Ike. We
have to stop and pause, and
think about all the people in
Galveston and Houston right
now who are suffering from the
elements of this storm, and wish
them well.

“To the people who turned
out during a storm, I just want
to say thank you. We had Boy
Scouts, employees from Best
Buy, kids from North Lake Col-
lege and many, many others all
turned out to help in this inclem-
ent weather.

“The students from the Al-
pha Eta Zeta Chapter of the Phi
Theta Kappa International
Honor Society at North Lake

Helen Bradley, a social studies
teacher at Nimitz High School, was
recognized as Texas History
Teacher of the Year by the Gilder
Lehrman Institute of American His-
tory and Preserve America.

“Ms. Bradley was chosen be-
cause of her career commitment to
and love of teaching United States
history,” said Judy Brodigan, state
coordinator for the award. “Helen
gives outstanding support and
encouragement of her students to
write essays, to prepare for con-
tests, to compete for scholarships,
and to go above and beyond.  She
even promotes citizen actors by
having them do volunteer work. 
Ms. Bradley is the epitome of what
a history teacher of excellence
should be.”

Bradley, who has been teach-
ing social studies at Nimitz High
since 1976, received a $1,000 hono-
rarium and is in the running for the
National History Teacher of the
Year Award to be selected this

fall. Nimitz High School’s library
also received a core archive of his-
tory books and materials from the
Gilder Lehrman Institute of Ameri-
can History. 

“I am just overwhelmed,” Ms.
Bradley said following the official
presentation ceremony. “I think this
is a great honor, and I was so sur-
prised to be selected. It is a group
effort here. I may be the one who
has my name on the plaque at this
moment, but this award is a reflec-
tion on everybody here, including
the kids.”

Ms. Bradley believes that
learning about the past is key to
her students’ futures.

“I think if you can make stu-
dents understand that everything
that has happened in the past is
going to be relevant and impact
what is going to happen in the fu-
ture, it makes history more of an
essential situation. Students need

to know what has transpired previ-
ously, so they can make decisions
on where our country is going to
go in the future.

“I hope my students leave my
classroom with a great love of his-
tory, the skills necessary to be suc-
cessful in college, and a desire to
remain active in their community for
years to come. I hope they under-
stand they shouldn’t only do
things because they get paid, they
should do things because those
things are the right things to do,”
she said.

Bradley was also being hon-
ored with a certificate of recogni-
tion from Senator John Cornyn of
Texas, a certificate of recognition
and US flag from Congressman
Kenny Marchant of Texas, a cer-
tificate and Texas flag from State
Senator Jane Nelson, and certifi-
cates of recognition from Texas

Annual Trash Bash
weathers hurricane

Nimitz teacher honored as Texas
History Teacher of the Year

By Jess Paniszczyn
The Irving Hispanic Chamber

of Commerce hosted its fourth an-
nual banquet on Sep. 16. During the
evening, Fire Chief Mario Molina
served as the Master of Ceremony,
and NinaVaca, the owner of Pin-
nacle Technical Resources and a
past president of the Greater Dal-
las Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce, served as the guest speaker.

“When I started my company,
I named it Pinnacle, because I
thought it sounded big,” Ms. Vaca
said in her presentation. “Because
I wanted to be something I really
wasn’t. I didn’t really understand

Small businesses are focus of
Hispanic Chamber’s banquet

Undeterred by bad weather and soaked to the bone, Trash Bash
volunteers gather in a parking garage to enjoy a few snacks.

A long time supporter of DCET, Dirk Stricklin accepts the Irving His-
panic Chamber of Commerce’s 2008 Community Achievement Award
from Roland Medina and Mario Molina.See SMALL, Page 9

See TEACHER, Page 7See IKE, Page 4

See AREA, Page 5
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Seniors 55+
New Move-Ins only

Call 972-790-9272
for details or come by

for a tour of the property

Park Manor Apartments
2934 W. Pioneer Drive, Irving

Email: park_manor@att.net

FREE RENT

Call 972-790-9272

Housing Vouchers AcceptedHousing Vouchers Accepted

Up to $1500

Irving Fire Department responded to 278 incidents.

The Fire incidents
 77 Miscellaneous Fire
        and Rescue Calls
   1 Structure Fires
   0 Special Operations
   3   Vehicle Fires

Medical calls
20 Major Accidents
69 Major Medical
13 Heart Attacks
43 Difficulty Breathing
41 Trauma Related
11 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary Sept 11-17, 2008

Officers responded to a major
accident at 12:40 a.m. on Sep 13 in
the 1900 block of eastbound S.H.
183 (between Story an Mac Arthur).
Officers found that two individu-
als had been ejected from their
moped after being struck from be-
hind by a car.

Both riders, driver Isaac Mor-
gan (31) of Ft Worth and passen-
ger Charlotte Smith (31) of Irving,
were seriously injured in the acci-
dent and were transported by para-
medics to Parkland Memorial Hos-
pital.

Investigators state that the
moped was in the center lane at the
time of the impact and the driver of
the car fled the scene with the
moped still attached to the front of
the vehicle. Initially neither vehicle
could be found, however later in
the morning (just before 11:00 a.m.)
the heavily damaged moped was
found in a parking lot in the 200
block of N. Britain Rd. A witness
was located who had seen the ve-
hicle and had seen the driver in the

Aggravated Robbery:
09-12-08 at 10:35 p.m.
The reporting party
stated that the sus-
pect entered Bobby’s
Food Mart in the 1400

block of W. Sixth Street and ap-
proached him. The suspect dis-
played a handgun and demanded
the cash from the register. The re-
porting party gave the suspect all
of the cash and the suspect ran out
of the store. There were no injuries
and the suspect was not located.

Aggravated Robbery: 09-13-08 at
10:40 a.m.  The suspect threatened
an Ultimate Cash Advance em-
ployee with a gun and demanded
cash. The suspect escaped on foot
toward a neighborhood behind the
business. With the aid of an anony-
mous tip, a suspect was identified
with enough specificity to obtain a
search warrant on a residence in the
2800 block of Trinity Street. CID was
called out. Before the warrants were
signed, the suspect left the resi-
dence in a vehicle and was arrested
for Possession of Drug
Paraphernalia. As of this writing,
execution of the search warrant
was still pending.

Fleet Accident: 09-13-08 at 6:31 p.m.
An Irving officer was dispatched
to a business alarm in the 8800 block

of Sterling. The officer attempted
to pass an Irving Fire Department
ladder truck, which was respond-
ing code three to a medical emer-
gency, on the right. The fire truck
began to turn right onto Royal Lane.
The fire truck struck squad 04956
on the left back quarter portion with
its front right bumper. There were
no injuries and the accident was
investigated.

Aggravated Robbery: 09-14-08 at
1:57 a.m.  Two men approached the
female complainant while she was
parking her car in The Timbers
apartment parking lot in the 800
block of S. Irving Heights. One man
pointed a gun at the complainant
and demanded her vehicle. They
fled the scene in the complainant’s
vehicle. No Injuries

Recovered Stolen Vehicle: 09-15-
08  IPD received a regional teletype
from Carrollton PD in regards to a
vehicle taken in a homicide in their
city. The vehicle was located at
South Service Road 635 @
Olympus. Carrollton PD was con-
tacted and they responded and
took control of the vehicle and the
scene.

Injured Officer: 09-16-08 at 9:46
a.m.  Officer Alan Williams and Of-
ficer R Silva were in the process of
arresting a domestic violence sus-
pect. The suspect broke free and
started to flee. As Officer Williams
began to pursue, he fell forward
onto the ground. Officer Williams
twisted his right knee. Also, he re-
ceived abrasions to his hands, el-
bows, and knee. One hand required
stitches at Baylor Irving.

Police seek information
on hit and run accident

process of dislodging the moped
from his vehicle shortly after the
accident.

The suspect has been de-
scribed as a Hispanic male, possi-
bly short in stature driving a small
black or dark colored car, possibly

a Ford Probe or similar type vehicle.
Police ask that anyone with in-

formation about the accident and
or with information that would as-
sist in identification of the driver
please contact the Irving Police De-
partment at 972-721-2518.

A crushed moped was found several hours after a hit and run accident
that left the moped’s two riders injured in the roadway.
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KINGDOM SENIOR SOLUTIONS
Joan Black - Van Zandt

Medicare Supplements,
Medicare Advantage plans, Prescription Drug plans,
Rollovers, Fixed Annuities & Long Term Care Insurance.

Office  469-713-1862
Fax 469-324-2971

1400 W. Irving Blvd. Ste., 201
Irving, TX. 75061

www.kingdomseniorsolutions.com

September 20
2nd Chance Saturday - Find a new
best friend - or a best friend for your
best friend. Pete & Mac’s Pet Re-
sort opens its doors for pet adop-
tions every third Saturday of the
month 11:00 am – 3:00 pm in a part-
nership to save lives. Stop by and
take a look at the great dogs and
cats looking for a 2nd chance at life
in a forever home.

September 20
Robotics - TECH Homeschool Ro-
botics of Irving is starting a new
competition season. We’re a group
of dedicated students that have
been extremely successful in past
competitions. Our theme this year
is “Just Plane Crazy!” Contact
TECH Homeschool Robotics at
tech@juno.com.

September 20
Remembrance Program - VFW
Post 2494 in Irving will hold their
annual “Ride To The Wall” to com-
memorate POW-MIA Week. Riders
will leave the Post at 2 PM and ride
to Fair Park where a wreath will be
placed at the POW-MIA Wall and a
short ceremony will be held. The
group will then return to the Post
for a Remembrance Program for all
POW-MIAs and the 9/11
Victims. The public is invited to
participate and all motorcycle rid-
ers are welcome. Join in remember-
ing these Heroes.  VFW Post 2494
is located in Irving at 3375 Belt Line
Road, just south of Shady Grove (3
miles south of Hwy. 183 & 3 miles
north of I-30). Call the Post at 972-
790-1611 for more information and
directions to the Post.

September 20
Book Review Club - The Twentieth
Century Book Review Club will
meet at 9:30 a.m. at the Garden and
Arts Center, 906 Senter St. Jerre
Simmons will review LU LU MEETS
GOD AND DOUBTS HIM by
Danielle Ganek.

September 22
Golf Tournament - Irving Ambucs
will hold the 6th Annual AmTryke
Golf Classic Tournament Presented
by Toyota of Irving, hosted Brady
Tinker and John Rhadigan with ce-
lebrity players, silent auction, 18
holes of golf, cart, lunch, hole
prizes, closest to the pin, door
prizes, and mulligans. Noon lunch,
1 p.m. Shotgun Start at the Great
Southwest Golf Club, E. Avenue J,
off of Highway 360, Grand Prairie.

September 23
Hurricane Ike Benefit - Dallas
Event Industry Professionals will
present “A Production for Recon-
struction,” a fundraiser to benefit
the victims of Hurricane Ike from
6:30pm to 9:30pm at Gilley’s Dallas,
1135 S. Lamar Street, Dallas, TX.
Admission is $20 at the door and
all proceeds from this event will be
donated to The American Red
Cross to aid in their relief efforts on
the Texas Gulf Coast. Entertain-

ment includes a band, a Las Vegas
Casino room with a rockin’ DJ and
a Silent Auction.

September 23
Irving Women’s Network - The Irv-
ing Women’s Network will hold its
monthly meeting at the La Cima
Club atop the middle building of the
Williams Square Complex at 5215 N.
O’Connor Road in Irving. Be there
early at 11:30 a.m. for networking.
The luncheon and program begin
at noon. The program will be pre-
sented by Rose Cannady, a trained
mediator. The cost of the soup,
salad and desert bar is $15.00 with
a timely reservation (which must be
honored) or $20.00 after the time for
reservations passes. Please make
your reservation by calling 972-579-
1826 or by e-mailing at
jodireynolds@yahoo.com before
noon Sep. 19.  

September 24
Happy Days Event - Toyota of Irv-
ing and Scion of Irving presenting
sponsors invite you to dance the
night away and join the Happy
Days Event from 6:00 pm to 9:00
pm at the Hilton Garden Inn S., 2001
Valley View Lane, Irving, individual
tickets $55. For more information
call 214-217-8484.

September 25
Discussion on Death Penalty - The
University of Dallas School of Min-
istry will present a panel discussion
on the death penalty on Thursday,
Sept. 25, at 7 p.m. in Haggar Uni-
versity Center on the University
campus (1845 E. Northgate Dr., Irv-
ing). Legal, religious, and political
perspectives to be explored by pan-
elists. The panel will be moderated
by Jeffrey Weiss.

September 25
Mothers of Preschoolers - MOPS
- Mothers of Preschoolers will
launch a registration/celebration
family fun event 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
at Irving Bible Fellowship, 2201 W.
Shady Grove Rd, Irving, 75060.

Snow cones, music, games, and a
bounce house are part of the fun.
Come by with your family and find
out what MOPS is about. For infor-
mation call 214-680-1641 or
krismt@tx.rr.com

September 25
Bereavement Luncheon - Larry
Barber, a licensed professional
counselor and Director of
CounselingWorks and GriefWorks,
will speak on “Coping with Anger
in Loss” at the bereavement lun-
cheon hosted by the Visiting Nurse
Association. The luncheon is from
noon to 1 p.m. at the Church of the
Incarnation on 3966 McKinney
Avenue in Dallas.  There is no cost
to attend the luncheon, but reser-
vations are requested and can be
made through Sep. 23 by calling
214-689-2633.

September 25-27
Grease - Nimitz High School is pre-
senting its 2008 musical, Grease in
the Nimitz High School Auditorium
at 7:00 pm. Tickets are $10 for adults
and $6 for students. Tickets for
General Admission will be sold at
the door an hour prior to showtime.

September 26
Golf and Dining Event - Dallas-
based ClubCorp is hosting the
world’s largest golf and dining
event throughout their 140 clubs.
The events will benefit the Muscu-
lar Dystrophy Association and two
other charities. ClubCorp donates
all labor and operation expenses to
offer this unique opportunity for
members and non-members of their
private clubs throughout the United
States to participate in this worth-
while extravaganza. Hackberry
Creek Country Club, Las Colinas
Country Club and La Cima will host
their golf and dining events for their
local charities of choice: Children’s
Miracle Network, Irving Cares and
Susan G. Komen. Every dollar col-
lected will be donated to the three
charities. ClubCorp’s has an aggres-
sive goal to raise more than $5 mil-
lion for these important initiatives.

Provided by Leigh Eitson
Irving Convention & Visitors

Bureau’s latest estimate shows 185
rooms rented by evacuees.

Irving Cares provided emer-
gency groceries for 104 families on
Sep. 17, bringing the total to 213
families since Sep. 15. Most of the
groceries were provided to evacu-
ees staying in hotels. As their stays
are extended, Irving Cares antici-

pates the volume only increasing.
An anticipated unmet need is

funding for gasoline for evacuees
to use to return home when they
are allowed to do so. Donations for
gasoline can be made to Irving
Cares.

The Food Pantry at Irving
Cares also needs donations of food
for hurricane evacuees as well as

the general Food Pantry clients.
Contact Leigh Eitson at 972-721-
9181 x 209 or leitson@irvingcares
.org for more information. Dona-
tions accepted at Irving Cares; Hu-
man Services Building; 440 South
Nursery Road, Suite 101; Irving, TX
75060 Monday through Friday from
9:00 to 3:30 or online at
www.irvingcares.org.

Irving Cares’ Hurricane Ike update
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yard score, but missed the point
after touchdown.

Nimitz came close to tying it in
the fourth quarter when sophomore
quarterback JJ Gaines scrambled
into Raider territory only to fumble
the ball at the 28.

The game was sealed when
Garland kicker David Martinez
nailed a 36 yard field goal to make it
30 -21 with under a minute left.

The Raider’s held Gaines to just
74 yards rushing his lowest total of
the season.

Nimitz falls to North Garland Raiders 1-2
In the first half, both teams
struggled early, but the Raiders
scored first on a seven yard run by
junior quarterback Brandon Jones.

The Raiders (2-1) scored again
three possessions later when se-
nior running back Devonte Daven-
port broke loose on a 31 yard touch-
down run.

Nimitz responded on the en-
suing possession with an 11 play
drive that started on their own 39.
The drive consisted of 10 runs and
just one pass, and ended with
Deonte Myrick scampering in on a
five yard touchdown run.

But Garland refused to end the
half on a sour note, responding
with a six play, 76 yard drive, capped
off by a Davenport six yard touch-
down run.

In the second half, Nimitz re-
ceived the ball on its own 29 and
rallied for another 11 play drive.
Myrick scored again on run of less
than a yard. On the next posses-

sion Nimitz kicked the ball out of
bounds and the Raiders elected to
have it re-kicked, Nimitz responded
with an onside kick and taking the
ball on their own 49.

After a nine play drive, junior
running back Eddrick Lofton ran in
a five yard touchdown to tie the
game up at 21-21.

Nimitz pinned the Raiders
down at their own 11 on the next
kick off, and the Raiders scored in
just one play when Jones hit senior
wide receiver Isiah Tolin for an 89

Viking HomecomingViking HomecomingViking HomecomingViking HomecomingViking Homecoming

By Lotis Butchko
For the second consecutive

week, Nimitz High School lost in
single digits.

Friday night Nimitz faced off
against the North Garland Raiders.
The two teams mirrored each other
running a spread option offense.

By Lotis Butchko
Irving MacArthur -28
Mansfield – 14

MacArthur jumped out to an early 14-0 lead executing a
game plan to keep Mansfield running back Stepfan Taylor out of
the game. Taylor who is a University of Texas commitment, accu-
mulated only 41 yards at the half and finished the night with 111.
Macarthur never trailed in the game.

Irving – 24
Carrolton Newman Smith – 9

Irving quarterback Jercolby Bradley put on an offensive as-
sault, torching the Newman Smith secondary for 224 yards and
two touchdowns. His primary weapon was junior wide receiver
Winford Tennell who finished the night with seven catches for
120 yards. Irving’s defense played to the bend not break motto
giving up 403 yards of offense but only one touchdown.

Sports Briefs

‘V’ is for victory, as Nimitz High School prepares to meet Arlington
Lamar during its homecoming game at the Irving Schools Stadium.

College really ran the event. They
spent months in the planning pro-
cess. They did a great job.”

KIB continues to grow and in-
spire others to participate in creat-
ing a better Irving.

“In June the city of Irving
played host to a statewide Keep
Texas Beautiful conference which
was very well attended. The con-
ference offered several high qual-
ity, educational break-out sessions.
As we look at KIB for fiscal year
’08, we had a good year. And we
look forward to ’09 being a great
year.

“Partnerships are key to an or-
ganization such as KIB. We are par-
tially funded by the City, and it is
essential for us to reach out to City
departments and partner with them
in programs that will impact beauti-
fication, recycling and litter mini-
mization efforts in Irving. I look for-
ward to KIB building those part-
nerships within the City,” Boatright
said.

This year’s soggy Trash Bash
was the ninth consecutive Trash
Bash event for Bob Horton, the KIB
Administrator with the City of Irv-
ing.

“I think this may be the best
Trash Bash we have ever had. I
don’t know if that means more
weight or more people or not. I think
in many ways this is one of the most
fun Trash Bash events.

“Everyone who came out to-
day is darn brave. I think about 300
people came, and that says a lot
about people’s commitment to the

environment. I have been watch-
ing lots and lots of trash bags and
recycling bags going over to the
compactors.

“We are continuing to work
each year with the Phi Theta Kappa
International Honor Society at
North Lake College. They have
played an even more integrated role
this year than ever before in plan-
ning the event. They are very in-
volved in the marketing,
fundraising, operations and volun-
teer management. KIB is trying to
partner more and more, and do
fewer things solo.”

Famous trash may lead to more
companies becoming involved in
litter education.

“We asked people to pick up
three kinds of waste on the ground.
One is trash. The second is
recyclables. The third is what we
lovingly call ‘famous trash.’ The
first soft drink can of a particular
brand, the first store wrapper, and
so on goes into a clear bag of fa-
mous trash. Later we will write let-
ters to the companies whose prod-
ucts are included in the famous trash
and we will indicate to them
whether or not we see their name
on our donor list. We will ask them
to help us educate the public,”
Horton said.

Continued from page 1

Ike can’t stop Trash
Bash’s dedication
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Over 6800 sq. ft.
of merchandise

We have everything from
new items to antiques

Furniture
Home Decor

Clothing

Managers Sale every Saturday

Toddler’s
Women’s Girls and Boy’s
NEW Men’s

Disabled American Veterans
2310 Rock Island @ Story

Irving, Texas 75060
Bargains For the Entire Family

Going Out of Business
After 35years

Great Sales

Irving Antique Mall
129 S. Main
972-254-0339

have been in negotiations and dis-
cussions with the owner and his
representatives. We are trying to
come to an agreement on the re-
pairs to the exterior and the inte-
rior. There are noticeable cracks on
the exterior of the building and
there are probably one eighth of an
inch cracks on the interior, which
suggests to us there are sincere
foundation repairs that need to be
taken care of.

“Senior management is now
looking at its options. They are
considering how long can we oper-
ate with this building that is losing
value. The structure is not provid-
ing us the type of service we will
need for the next five to ten years.

No matter what the final deci-
sion regarding the Downtown Sta-
tion is, the employees who work for
the Postal Service will retain their
positions.

“First and foremost, let me say
no Postal employees will be laid-
off. Those employees will support
the efforts of the three remaining
stations in Irving. Because we have
three other facilities in Irving, we
can easily merge the Downtown
Post Office’s delivery units into
those facilities. The delivery por-
tion will be almost transparent. Cus-
tomers will continue to have their
mail delivered on time,” Boyd said.

Customer service is another
important consideration in the Post
Office’s decision.

“The Downtown Post Office
has been located there 49 years.
For almost 50 years, that location
has served the interior of Irving,
and it is an icon of the city. We rec-
ognize that and we want to make
efforts to continue to have some
level of postal presence for those
15,000 deliveries and almost 40,000
customers,” Boyd said.

“There is an all out effort from
our marketing department to pos-
sibly identify a Contract Postal Unit
in the downtown interior. Contract
Postal Units have been successful
in pharmacies and grocery stores,
which is what we call ‘alternate re-
tail access.’ We want to be able to
provide convenience to customers,
whether it is at a brick and mortar
post office or at another existing
business.

“We believe that Americans
today do not have to necessarily

go to a post office. When consum-
ers go and buy their meat and bread
and milk, they can buy their stamps
as well.

“In many cases, part of the ne-
gotiation is that the business will
provide the labor for the Contract
Postal Unit. The Postal Service will
provide the training for the employ-
ees and the stock.

“A Contract Postal Unit would
provide retail service, including
stamp sales. It would provide ev-
erything except Post Office boxes
and the sale of money orders.

“We have 1,600 Post Offices
boxes, at the Irving Downtown Sta-
tion. Unfortunately, the rental of
Postal Office Boxes is not available
at Contract Postal Units. In the case
of the Downtown Irving Station,
those Post Office Boxes will be
transferred to the Irving Main Post
Office

“We hope that management
will be able to make a final decision
anywhere between 90 and 120
days,” he said. “Customers will be
well informed. They will understand
where to go to get their mail. They
will be able to use the same Post
Office Box address. The change will
be almost transparent. If custom-
ers have any concerns or ques-
tions, they should feel free to call
the Postal Service.”

Like other businesses, the
Postal Service must contend with
new economic realities.

“We are not a small beans and
potatoes organization. We are a $78
billion organization in this country.
The Post Office is responsible for
universal service, stabilizing its
rates and making mail service avail-
able and affordable for all Ameri-
cans.

“As the economy stiffens, we
have to make adjustments. The
Postal Service is experiencing one
of its toughest financial situations
in history. We are projected to lose
almost $2 billion this year. With
these economic concerns, it is more
and more difficult for the Postal
Service to identify acres of land and
build new post offices. We are not
immune to the cost of gas, every
time the price of gas increases by
one penny, we have to absorb $15
million in new costs. Between the
first of January and now, the price
of gas has increased by many pen-
nies,” Boyd said.

Continued from page 1

Area icon may vanish

Provided by Tracy Cobb
Frank Swingle has been elected

president of the Salesmanship Club
of Dallas for 2008-2009. Swingle
succeeds Randy Engstrom as presi-
dent of the 88-year-old organiza-
tion dedicated to improving the lives
of children and their families. The
Salesmanship Club is the host or-
ganization of the EDS Byron Nelson
Championship and the 2008 Nation-
wide Tour Championship at TPC

Craig Ranch.
Swingle, who has been a mem-

ber of the Salesmanship Club of
Dallas since 1988, is president of
Swingle, Collins & Associates. In
his 20 years with the Club, he has
served in a number of positions in-
cluding the chairman for the 2002
golf tournament.

“It is a tremendous honor to
have the opportunity to lead an or-
ganization with such a long and
successful history of giving back
to our community,” Swingle said.
“We are very excited about the year
ahead, with the Nationwide Tour
Championship at TPC Craig Ranch
in early November and the EDS
Byron Nelson Championship mov-
ing to Memorial Day weekend next
year.”

In addition to Swingle, other
officers elected include first vice-
president, Alan Friedman, Trisept,
Inc.; second vice-president, Larry
Nixon, Oakmont Capital Group,
Inc.; secretary, Sam Swanson, Par-
liament Group; and treasurer,
Charlie Tusa, Tusa Expo Holdings,
Inc

Salesmanship Club elects president

More than 60 former
Bennigan’s Grill and Tavern and
Steak & Ale properties located
throughout the United States in
prime, heavily trafficked locations
will be sold next month in a sealed
bid sale coordinated by NRC Re-
alty Advisors, LLC. The bid dead-
line for the sealed bid sale is Oct.
28.

“This is a great opportunity for
restaurant operators and retail de-
velopers looking for proven subur-
ban locations,” said Dennis Ruben,
Managing Director of NRC Realty
Advisors, LLC. “These Class A lo-
cations are ideal for new franchises,
restaurateurs or retailers to make a
big impact on a particular market.”

Buildings range in size from
5,000 to 8,000 square feet and sites

range from one to three acres. Land
and buildings are being sold at all
sites except eighteen, in which
leasehold interests are being sold.
The address of the Irving

Bennigan’s for sale is 4300 W. Air-
port Freeway.

Additional information on each
property is available for review at
www.nrc.com/820.

The highest concentration of
properties is located in prime sub-
urban locations in Colorado,
Florida, Illinois and Texas. Other
states where properties are located

are Alabama, Georgia, Maryland,
Minnesota, New Jersey, Ohio, Okla-
homa, Pennsylvania, South Caro-
lina and Tennessee.

NRC Realty NRC Realty NRC Realty NRC Realty NRC Realty AdAdAdAdAdvisors coordinate sale of Bennigan’visors coordinate sale of Bennigan’visors coordinate sale of Bennigan’visors coordinate sale of Bennigan’visors coordinate sale of Bennigan’sssss,,,,, Steak &  Steak &  Steak &  Steak &  Steak & Ale properAle properAle properAle properAle propertiestiestiestiesties
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425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

IN GOD WE TRUST

Metro (817) 498-7079
And our new location at

310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX
Metro (817) 477-3383

Visit Our Other Locations at
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Serving Irving For Over 35 Years

For Take Out Call SPECIALS
EVERY
DAY!

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

“““““Where   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”””””“““““Where   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”””””

Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking

All You Can Eat Food Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

Allison’s Clubhouse
“The BEST In Your Child’s Care”
3425 Finley, Irving, Texas 75062

We are currently accepting applications
for both full and part-time  positions!

Accepting Children Accepting Children Accepting Children Accepting Children Accepting Children Ages:Ages:Ages:Ages:Ages: 6 w 6 w 6 w 6 w 6 weeks threeks threeks threeks threeks thru 11 yu 11 yu 11 yu 11 yu 11 years of ageears of ageears of ageears of ageears of age

We have the

largest  infant

center

in Irving/Las

Colinas!

www.Allisonsclubhouse.com
Call us:  972 258-1800Owners: David and Becky StaleyOwners: David and Becky StaleyOwners: David and Becky StaleyOwners: David and Becky StaleyOwners: David and Becky Staley

DirectorDirectorDirectorDirectorDirector :::::     WWWWWendy Boozerendy Boozerendy Boozerendy Boozerendy Boozer

“I have known Sharon Gross
for about 30 years. She is very vi-
vacious and a fantastic choral di-
rector. She inspires children to do
their very best.”

Both teachers received $500
from Calvary Church, $350 from the
Greater Irving-Las Colinas Cham-
ber of Commerce, $250 from Irving

Schools Foundation (ISF), the use
of a car for one school year cour-
tesy of Don Herring Mitsubishi, an
engraved plaque, a pin from Gold
N Carats Jeweler and a photo from
Lifetouch Studios. Kinkeade and
Gross were chosen from among the
38 Campus Teachers of the Year
across Irving ISD.

Melissa Kinkeade, reading re-
covery and literacy teacher at
Townsell Elementary School, and
Sharon Gross, choral director at Irv-
ing High School, were honored as
2008-2009 Elementary and Second-
ary Teachers of the Year at a meet-
ing of the IISD Board of Trustees
held in the Nimitz High School Au-
ditorium.

Kinkeade began her teaching
career in 1973 with Bryan ISD, join-
ing Irving ISD in 1974 as a second
grade teacher at Johnston Elemen-
tary School. Kinkeade has also
taught at Keyes Elementary
School, Davis Elementary School,
and Townsell Elementary School
where she has been since 2003. She
has a Bachelor of Arts degree from
Baylor University and earned cer-
tification in Reading Recovery and
dyslexia teaching from Texas
Woman’s University and Southern
Methodist University, respectively.

“I am a cheerleader for read-
ing,” Kinkeade said. “I emphasize
that reading can be fun and excit-
ing. I have tried to instill confidence
in each student in this classroom,
because I know if they have the
reading skills, and believe they can
pass the TAKS test, they will pass.”

A product of Irving ISD
schools, Gross re-joined IISD in
2005, serving as choral director at
Irving High School. Prior to IISD,
Gross taught at Fort Worth Coun-
try Day School, Paschal High
School and Daggett Middle School
in Fort Worth ISD, The Hockaday
School, and Dallas Baptist Univer-
sity. She has Bachelor of Music
Education and Master of Music
degrees from University of North
Texas and has performed profes-
sionally in Fort Worth, Dallas, and
New York City.

“Our relationships with stu-
dents, teachers and parents provide
the tools that will bind us together,
as we utilize the tools of campus-
wide participation in activities that
bring us together,” Gross said.

Gross quoted Edwin Markham
in saying: “there is a destiny that
makes us Brothers, no one goes his
way alone; All that we send into
the hearts of others, comes back
into our own.”

A reception for both teachers,
as well as for Campus Teachers of
the Year, was held in the Nimitz caf-
eteria before the board meeting.

“The teachers in the Irving ISD
are top notch and wonderful,” said
Nita Patrick, Vice-President elect of
the IISD School Board. “Both Ms.
Kinkeade and Ms. Gross are very
deserving.

“Ms. Kinkeade is a fantastic
teacher. She is fabulous with chil-
dren. She makes learning fun. Her
children are always so well be-
haved.

Kinkeade, Gross honored
as Teachers of the Year

Provide by Ann Hatch
Nine students from through-

out the Dallas metroplex have been
named 2008-2009 LeCroy Scholars
by the Dallas County Community
College District Foundation for
leadership and academic
achievements. Honoring DCCCD’s
former chancellor, Dr. Jan LeCroy,
each scholar receives up to $3,200
to attend DCCCD’s colleges.

The LeCroy Scholars fund is
made possible by a grant estab-
lished in 1988 by Mike A. Myers
and the Mike Myers Foundation. A
long-time Dallas business and civic

leader, he provided funds to recog-
nize LeCroy’s leadership; the pro-
gram was the first major student rec-
ognition and incentive scholarship
created for DCCCD.  

The students began attending
classes for the fall semester during
the last week of August. The schol-
arship recipients, the colleges they
attend and their fields of study are:

Elizabeth Erickson of
Carrollton, Brookhaven College,
arts; Rachael Halsdorf of Forney,
Eastfield College, mathematics;
Trish Harding of Garland, Richland
College, mathematics; Brandy

Nichole Laney of Coppell, North
Lake College, elementary educa-
tion; Fabiola Olvera of Dallas,
Mountain View College, education;
Crystal Pacheco of Irving, North
Lake College, journalism;
Alicia Rood of Coppell, North Lake
College, business;
Vanessa Tapia of Carrollton,
Brookhaven College, public policy;
and Daniela Villegas of Irving, El
Centro College, nursing.

Anyone interested in applying
can visit www.dcccd.edu/fdn/
scholarships/foundation/lecroy.

Students recognized with LeCroy Scholarships

Irving ISD’s Teachers of the Year, Melissa Kinkeade and Sharon
Gross (front center), are congratulated by community supporters
Chris Wallace, Sherri Hawkins, Don Herring, Phil Sims and Lucinda
Rogers (back row lft. to rt.)

Provided by Jan Killen
An all-time record number of

new voters have been registered
during the past two years. What
plans do County election officials
have to handle the influx of first-
time voters to avoid the frustra-
tions of the May primaries? On
Sep. 22 at 11:30 a.m. at the Irving
Central Library auditorium, the
League of Women Voters will
provide an opportunity to hear
from the Dallas County Elections
Administrator, Bruce Sherbet,
with answers to questions about
ballots, the voting locations, and
ID requirements.

The Irving Central Library is
at 801 West Irving Blvd. Parking
is available on the north and
south sides of the building or in
the adjacent parking structure on
the west side.

Early voting begins Oct. 20,
and Election Day is Nov. 4. The
League of Women Voters (LWV),
political parties, and other
groups have capitalized on the

enthusiasm of this year’s his-
toric presidential slates to reg-
ister voters. Mr. Sherbet is re-
cruiting voters to work the polls
for the early voting period as
well as for Election Day. Pay and
training are available.

The Nov. 4 ballot will in-
clude contested races for na-
tional, state, and county of-
fices, and a local option provi-
sion available for voting. (The
LWV will hold a forum on Oct.
21 on the Irving local option on
the sale of packaged liquor.)

There are several websites
to use for specific questions
about voting. Please see
www.vote411
.org the national LWV site and
the Dallas County site,
www.dalcoelections.org.

Come to this free open
meeting to have your questions
answered. Bring a brown bag
lunch if you like. For additional
questions, please contact Ge-
nie Mitchell, 214-697-2587.

League plans discussion withLeague plans discussion withLeague plans discussion withLeague plans discussion withLeague plans discussion with
Elections Elections Elections Elections Elections AdministratorAdministratorAdministratorAdministratorAdministrator
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the Islamic Center of Irving  Islamic Center of Irving
Welcomes All Guests

Saturday, September 27 2:30 pm - 5:30 pm

Location: 2555 Esters Road, Irving, TX 75062

Come Break bread and Build our Community

OPEN HOUSE

For more information
or to RSVP,

please visit www.irvingmasjid.org
email: outreach@irvingmasjid.org

or call 972.812.2230, ext. 1005

Tour
* Intro. to Islam and Ramadan Presentation

* Interactive Q&A
* Delicious Refreshments

OPEN HOUSE

SAVE 30% ON ANY ONE ITEM WITH THIS COUPON

Vitamins / Herbs / Weight Loss / Natural Foods / sports Nutrition

Celebrating 22 Years of serving Irving &
1 year anniversary at our new location

3401 W. Airport Freeway
Irving, TX 75062

Mon. - Sat. 9:30 - 6:00
972-252-1900

(Target Shopping Ctr - N.E. corner of Beltline & 183

“It is so befitting that Ms. Bra-
dley should receive this award. She
cares about the kids and works tire-
lessly. She does everything she can
to meet the needs of the kids. She
teaches how they learn, until they
learn.

“She is great to work with. Ms.
Bradley has worked for the same

school in the same building out of
the same classroom for 32 years.
She is a great person to work with
and she is always positive.

“This award also says that we
have outstanding teachers in the
Irving ISD. Ms. Bradley is just the
tip of the iceberg when you talk
about the type of teachers we have
here.”

“This honor is very well de-
served,” said Margie Stipes, an Irv-
ing Schools Foundation Board Li-
aison. “Helen Bradley is a fantastic
teacher and a fantastic person. She
takes her students to City Hall for
the City Council Meetings. They
were all at the Trash Bash last Sat-
urday and came in soaking wet. She
doesn’t ask her students to do any-
thing she is not willing to do.”

Now in its fifth year, the His-
tory Teacher of the Year Award is
designed to promote and celebrate
the teaching of American history.
It honors one exceptional teacher
of American history from each state
and U.S. territory.

“This award gives us the
chance to recognize great history
teachers across the country,” said
Lesley Herrmann, Executive Direc-
tor of the Gilder Lehrman Institute
of American History. “It puts excep-
tional educators front and center.”

For more information, visit
www.preserveamerica.gov.

Governor Rick Perry and Texas
Congressman Todd Smith.

Nimitz’ High School Principal,
Rick Nolly, has an appreciation for
the effort and expertise necessary
to become a quality history teacher.
Before joining the IISD administra-
tion, Mr. Nolly taught U.S. history
at MacArthur High School.

Continued from page 1

Teacher goes to the top of class

Surrounded with accolades, Nimitz’ own Ms. Bradley finds the
experience of being recognized as one of the nation’s top history
teachers a bit overwhelming.

Provided by CPT Reginald
Robinson

The Military Order of the
World Wars (MOWW) selected Irv-
ing police officer Jonathan Plunkett
as recipient of its annual national
“Law and Order” award.

Previously, the Pinson Memo-
rial Chapter honored Plunkett as its
2008 Officer of the Year, then nomi-
nated him for the national award.
Plunkett was announced as the
award winner during the August
2008 National Convention in Colum-
bus, GA. Officer Plunkett was se-
lected to receive this honor over
competition from local MOWW
chapters across the United States.

In the office of Irving’s Police
Chief Larry Boyd, Pinson Memo-
rial chapter commander, Major
David Wirsig, presented Officer
Plunkett the Law and Order trophy
on Sep. 8.

A member of the Irving Police
Department since 1991, Officer
Plunkett is a detective in the Irving
gang unit. His duties include inves-
tigating gang crimes and related
offenses. He has received over 40
citizen commendations for excel-
lence in police work, and is the only
officer in the 320-man department
to twice receive Officer of the Year
recognition.

Officer receives national awardOfficer receives national awardOfficer receives national awardOfficer receives national awardOfficer receives national award

Provided by Miller Roberts
DCET was chosen as one of

the few organizations to receive a
technology awareness grant from
Career Communications Group, Inc.
(CCG), founder of the La Familia
Network, to hold a technology
awareness activities. In addition to
the grant, the DCET will also receive
a La Familia Technology Awareness
planning kit complete with technol-
ogy teaching tools. 

Grant recipients were chosen
from scores of program proposals

seeking to increase Hispanic par-
ticipation in the global technology-
driven economy. Education, em-
ployment, healthcare, national se-
curity, and every facet of life are
impacted by digital technologies.
As a result, Hispanic Americans
should focus on the potential of
technology so that they are
equipped to succeed in the global
economy.

La Familia Technology Aware-
ness Week is celebrated Oct. 5 – 11
throughout the country. A nation-

wide public service program, the
week is geared towards educating
and empowering Hispanic families
through technology. Held annually
during Hispanic Heritage Month,
the nation’s community leaders
highlight technology’s ability to
open doors to information, educa-
tion, and opportunities. Addition-
ally, the importance of technology
will be stressed during programs.

“The La Familia Technology
Awareness Campaign was never
about simple Internet access and

mere computer ownership, but
rather about Hispanic Americans
becoming true beneficiaries of the
many assets of technology and all

it has to offer,” said Tyrone D.
Taborn, Hispanic Engineer and In-
formation Technology magazine
publisher and CEO.

DCET/Believe in Yourself, Inc. receives technology awareness grant

Officer Plunkett receives the National Law and Order award presented
by the Military Order of the World Wars. Members of Pinson Memorial
Chapter join members of the Irving Police for the presentation includ-
ing Alice Armstrong, Alice Smith, Jonathan Plunkett, Chief Larry Boyd,
Reginald Robinson, Robert Hohman and David Wirsig (lft. to rt.)
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The Tradition

“The Right Choice
for Over 50 Years.”

BROWN’S MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Ben F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. Brown

Funeral Directors: Gary Westerman
Michael McVey

Jason Rand

Brown Family Owned and Operated.

972-254-4242
www.brownmem.com

Church & Chapel Services
Local, Out of Town Services & Burials

Memorials
Cremation

Memories Flowers

Chapel of Roses Funeral Home

1225 E. Irving Blvd. 75060
972-554-1031

Owned & Operated by the Chism &
Crouch Families

Directors:
Charlotte Chism Waldrum
Harrell Chism
Austin E. Raney

Offering:
Traditional Funeral Services
Cremation
Military Services

www.ChapelofRosesfh.com

ACCEPTING ALL Pre-Need Funerals

OBITUARIES

We Provide The Personal Touch
David & Carla Davis,

Owners & Licenced Funeral Directors

972-259-7644129 S. O’Connor
Irving, TX 75060

Irving’s oldest funeral home

FRED  WILLIS,  JR.
Fred Willis, Jr., age 88, of Mt. Pleas-
ant, SC, formerly of Irving a retired
manager of Texas Power & Light
Company at the Dallas-Fort Worth
Airport, died Sep. 14, 2008 at the
Hospice of Charleston Hospice
Center.

Mr. Willis was born Jan. 8, 1920,
in Frederick, OK, a son of Fred
Willis, Sr., and Martha Theodocia
Grisset Willis. He was an Army Air
Corps veteran and served in the
South Pacific during WWII. He was
an avid pilot and golfer. He was a
member of the First United Meth-
odist Church in Irving and served
on many boards and committees
within his community.

Mr. Willis was preceded in
death by, his son, Lindsey Willis, a
sister, Mary Sue Scott, and a
brother, Robert Edward Willis.

Surviving are, his wife, Janice
Elaine Fagan Willis; a daughter,
Regina Elaine Willis Kozek and her
husband, Edward, of Mt. Pleasant;
a brother, Rev. Donald G. Willis; two
granddaughters, Kyla Wilharm and
Pamela Williams; a grandson, Ed-
ward P. Kozek, III; three great grand-
sons, Owen, Andrew, and
Theolonius.

The funeral was held Sep. 18
in the First United Methodist
Church, Irving. Interment followed
in Oak Grove Memorial Gardens di-
rected by Donnelly’s Colonial Fu-
neral Home. A memorial service was
held at The Palms of Mt. Pleasant
on Sep. 23.

In lieu of flowers, the family re-
quests memorials be made to the

Hospice of Charleston Hospice
Center or to the American Cancer
Society.

JOE  BROOKS
Joe Brooks, age 100, of Irving for
30 years, formerly of Lawton, OK,
died Sep. 15, 2008 in McKinney.
Born Sep. 27, 1907 in Lawton, he
was a member of the Church of
Christ.

Preceded in death by his wife
of 74 years, Jewell Brooks and
daughter-in-law, Gerry Brooks, Joe
is survived by his sons, Don
Brooks and wife Carolyn of Hous-
ton and Charles Brooks of Blue
Ridge; four grandsons; one grand-
daughter and eight great grandchil-
dren.

Services were held Sep. 18 at
Dallas-Fort Worth National Cem-
etery with Mr. Tony Linton offici-
ating. Friends were received by the
family at the funeral home. Memo-
rial contributions may be made to a
charity of one’s choice. Arrange-
ments under the direction of
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home.

DAVID  CARROLL
ANDERSON,  SR.

David Carroll
Anderson, Sr.,
74, passed away
peacefully at
home sur-
rounded by his
family on Sep.
12, 2008.

David was preceded in death
by his wife of 51 years, Dorothy
Louise Manby Anderson, of Irving.

Together, they raised three children
to carry on their love.

Those left to rejoice in having
the best Dad and “Poppie” ever are,
his eldest son, David C. “Andy”
Anderson, Jr., daughter-in-law, Su-
san Anderson, grandchildren, Lind-
say and Dillon Anderson of
Deland, FL; his baby boy, Lance
Dalton Anderson, daughter-in-law
Sherry Anderson and grandchil-
dren Taylor and Dalton Anderson
of Irving; and his beloved daugh-
ter, Laura Louise Manby Anderson,
her husband Wayne Turner and
Shelby Turner of Irving; and sev-
eral nieces and nephews including
his care giving niece, Melissa
Kohut of Irving.

David was a veteran and
Louise was on the founding board
of the Irving Veterans Memorial
Park committee. They got married
on Veteran’s Day in 1956 and will
be inurned together at the Dallas-
Fort Worth National Cemetery next
year. In lieu of flowers, please con-
sider a donation to the Irving Vet-
erans Memorial Park, City of Irv-
ing.

BILL  STANART
Bill Stanart, of
Irving, passed
away Sep. 14,
2008. He was
born March 2,
1927 in Alluwe,
OK.
    Preceded in

death by his wife Latoyah Stanart
in 2006, survivors include his
daughter Jan Pullen of Watauga;
grandchildren Jessica Juarez, Sarah
Pullen, and Christian Pullen; and
great grandchildren Hailey Juarez,
and Alex Juarez.

Local visitation was held Sep.
17 at Brown’s Memorial Funeral
Home. Graveside services will be
held at 1 PM Sep. 20 at Nowata
Memorial Park in Nowata, OK. Open
visitation was held on Sep. 19 at
Benjamin Funeral Home, 114 W.
Cherokee, Nowata, OK.

ROSE  L.
HUTCHASON

  Rose L.
Hutchason, age
65, a resident of
Texas for 36
years, died Sep.
10, 2008 in Dal-
las.
Born Oct. 16,
1942 in Tucson,

AZ, she retired from the University
of Texas Health Science Center in
1993.

Survived by her husband of 47
years, James Hutchason of Irving;
sons, Allen Hutchason and wife,

Teresa of Irving and David
Hutchason and wife, Deanna of
Mexia; daughter, Carol Bradford
and husband, Jack of Irving; grand-
children, Angela, Jonathan,
Shayna, John and Steven; great
grandchildren, Daylan and Elijah;
mother, Viola Luker of California;
brother, Jim and wife, Judy Luker
of California; sister, Phyllis and hus-
band, Rich Viser of Oregon.

Preceded in death by father, H.
E. Luker; sisters, Bonnie McCoy
and Ruby Graybeal.

Rose was a member of Bedford
Baptist Temple in Bedford. Funeral
service was Sep. 15 at Donnelly’s
Colonial Funeral Home Chapel.
Burial followed at Oak Grove Me-
morial Gardens in Irving. Friends
were received by the family at the
funeral home.

GLADINE  LANGLEY
Gladine Lan-
gley, age 85,
was called to be
with her Lord on
Sep. 10, 2008, in
Fort Worth. She
was a 60 year
resident of Irv-
ing.

Funeral Services were held
Sep. 13 at Donnelly’s Colonial Fu-
neral Home Chapel. Interment was
in Hope, AR. Visitation was Friday
at the funeral home.

Gladine was born Oct. 27, 1922,
in Hempstead County, AR She was
preceded in death by her husband,
Noah Langley, and two brothers.

Survivors include her daugh-
ter, Marietta “Mary” Aycox and hus-
band, Jimmy, of Haltom City; grand-
children, Cory Main of California
and Keri Wagner and husband,
Chris, of Weatherford; great-grand-
children, Cheyenne and Lauren;
four sisters; and two brothers.

GRETCHEN
GRAFFLIN  MORGAN

G r e t c h e n
Grafflin Mor-
gan, age 44, a
resident of An-
chorage, AK for
eight years, for-
merly of Irving
died Sep. 10,

2008 in Anchorage.
Born Feb. 3, 1964 in Harrisburg,

PA to Ronald and Mary Kelliher
Grafflin, she grew up in Irving.
Gretchen received a BSN degree
from Texas Women’s University.

She is survived by her daugh-
ters, Mary LeAnne Grafflin of Grand
Prairie and Shannon Morgan of An-
chorage; mother, Mary Grafflin of
Dallas; father, Ron Grafflin of
Maine; brother, Patrick Grafflin of
Farmers Branch; sisters, Theresa
Grafflin of New York, Kathy
Cholette of Dallas, Mary Anne
Grafflin of Grand Prairie, Christina
Lipnicky of Grapevine and Ingrid
Rothe of Bedford; and eight nieces
and nephews.

Friends were received by the
family at Donnelly’s Colonial Fu-
neral Home on Tuesday with a Ro-
sary said. Funeral Mass was
Wednesday at Holy Family of
Nazareth Catholic Church in Irving
with Rev. Msgr. Jerome Duesman
as celebrant.

Memorials may be made to the
Susan G. Komen Foundation c/o
Susan G. Komen for the Cure 5005
LBJ Fwy., Ste. 250 Dallas, TX 75244
or at http://cms.komen.org.

MARGRETTA  BELL
Margretta Bell,
beloved mother,
nana and friend
passed away
S e p . 1 2 ,
2008. She was
surrounded and
held by her fam-
ily as she en-

tered the arms of her savior. 
Martie was proceeded in death

by her loving sons, Tony, Steven
and Cody. 

Survivors include daughters,
Lisa Franklin and husband Jimmy,
Dallas Halferty and husband
Stephen and Lori Cochrane and
husband Tommy; granddaughters,
Cortney Sikr, Cassidy Kahle, Erika
Trevino, Sarah Halferty; great-
grandson Colten Kahle. 

Martie worked for the NCH
Corportaion in Irving for twelve
years. Mom, we love you more than
words can say, you will be missed
greatly by all. 

A memorial service will be held
from 5-8 pm on Oct. 5 at LaBuena
Ved Vinyard in Grapevine. Arrange-
ments were made by Chism-Smith
Funeral Home.

THOMAS  “TOMMY”
CLEVELAND  PINCKARD, JR.

T h o m a s
“ T o m m y ”
C l e v e l a n d
Pinckard, Jr.,
went to be with
his heavenly fa-
ther on Sep. 17,
2008 in Irving.

He was born on Sep. 29, 1924
in Hotchatown, OK to Thomas and
Lettie Pinckard. Mr. Pinckard had
been a resident of Irving for the past
43 years, was the founder of Big D
Truck and Trailer Service in Dallas
and had been active in the company
ever since. He was an active vol-
unteer for the Dallas County Demo-
cratic Party for many years. Tom
was an avid Dallas Cowboys and
NASCAR fan and enjoyed hunting
and fishing as well. 

He is survived by his loving
wife of 65 years, AmaLee J. Pinckard,
five children and spouses, Rita and
Dale Vandegraw of San Diego, CA,
Ronnie and Deanna Pinckard, Jesse
and Tamara Pinckard all of Irving,
Jerry Pinckard of Coppell, Scott and
Tammie Pinckard of Lewisville, 14
grandchildren, 15 great grandchil-
dren, and 3 great- great grandchil-
dren; numerous nieces and neph-
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Serving Irving  families
since 1963

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

First Christian Church
210 E. 6th Street, Irving 75060

972.579.0911
www.fccirving.org

Sundays
Bible Study for all ages - 9:30am
Traditional Worship - 10:45am

Disciples of Christ

North Irving Church of Christ
727 Metker St. Irving, Texas 75062

972.252.9981
Sundays Bible Study - 9:00 a.m.
Worship - 10:00 a.m. 5:00 p.m.

Wednesdays Bible Study – 7:00 p.m.

Church of Christ

Berean Memorial Church
1000 E. Sixth Street, Irving 75060

972.438.1440
www.bereanmemorialchurch.org

Sundays 10:45 a.m. 6:30 p.m
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Word of God Christian Fellowship
Meeting at Plymouth Park Baptist

Church
1714 N. Story Rd., Irving 75061

Fellowship Center FH 103
214.404.1899

www.wordofgodchristianfellowship.com
Sundays 4:00 p.m.

Tuesdays 7:00 p.m.

Independent Bible

Pioneer Drive Baptist Church
4034 W. Pioneer Drive

Irving, Texas 75061
972.790.8828

www.pdbcirving.com
Sundays Traditional Worship

11:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study/Prayer Meeting
7:00 p.m.

Southern Baptist

OBITUARIES

First United Methodist Church
211 W. Third St, Irving 75060

972.253.3531
www.fumcirving.org

Sundays 10:30am Sanctuary
6:30pm Chapel

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W Airport Frwy, Irving 75062
(North side of Hwy 183 between

MacArthur & Story)
972.255.4185

www.ppumc.org
Sundays 8:30, 9:15 & 11:00am

United Methodist

ews and many friends. 
A graveside service will be held

on Sep. 19 at Oak Grove Memorial
Gardens. Funeral directions con-
ducted under the direction of
Chapel of Roses Funeral Home.

JEFFREY
ALLEN  DYESS

Jeffrey Allen
Dyess, 41,
passed away on
Aug. 22, 2008 in
Irving.

He was
born on Nov. 25,
1966 in Dallas.
Jeff was a 1985

graduate of Nimitz High School, a
graduate of Texas A&M University,
was in the Trust Dept. of J.P. Mor-
gan Chase Bank, a member of Irv-
ing Bible Church and volunteered
with Mercy Street Association. 

He was preceded in death by
his father, George Dyess, Jr., grand-
parents, Johnnie and Jean Had-
dock, and George and Evelyn
Dyess. 

He is survived by his mother,
Shirley Dyess of Irving, sister and
brother-in-law, Janet and Dough

Howie of Crowley, uncle, Tony Had-
dock of McKinney, 10 nieces and
nephews and numerous cousins. 

Memorial services were held on
Aug. 27 at Chapel of Roses Funeral
Home. Interment followed at New
Klondike Cemetery in Klondike, TX.

IRVING  GORMAN
Irving Gorman
of Irving, passed
away Sep. 16,
2008.

He was
born in Bronx,
NY. Irving loved
God and en-

joyed reading, sports, and discuss-
ing politics.

Preceded in death by his wife
Evelyn Gorman, daughter Debbie
Gorman, and granddaughter Traci
Lynn Freestone, survivors include
his daughter Randi Marie Crocker
and husband Larry of Irving; grand-
daughters Dawn Michele Free-
stone and Jenifer Christine Free-
stone; and their father Bob Free-
stone.

Brown’s Memorial Funeral
Home assisted the family.

WORSHIP

LISTING PRICES

To purchase WORSHIP section listing
call 214-675-9445.

From 6 months to one year $7.47Up to 6 months $8.30

The Irving Rambler provides a WORSHIP section to bring people of
similar beliefs together.  The Irving Rambler does not accept submission of a
listing as a commitment to publish.  Publication of a listing does not create an
obligation to continue publishing.  The Irving Rambler reserves the right to
refuse to publish any listing for any reason.  Any listing promoting hate
groups, or including inappropriate material will not be published.  E-mail
addresses will only be published if included in the copy of your listing.

Listings may include your religious organization’s name, address, tele-
phone number, website url & meeting times.

Throughout her speech, Ms.
Vaca spoke about the importance
of her family, especially her parents,
on her decision to become an en-
trepreneur.

“My father always said to me
when I was growing up, ‘Tell me
who your friends are, and I will tell
you who you are.’ At 17, I thought
he wanted me to get new friends.
The reality is he wanted me to hang
out with people I respect and ad-
mire, and who have the same goals

in life. That is what I found in the
Chamber.

“I believe that is what I see in
this group. I see a group of elected
officials, community leaders, cor-
porate advocates and entrepre-
neurs who all have the same mis-
sion. That mission is to move the
needle forward for this organiza-
tion. I can’t help but congratulate
you on being together,” she said.

The Irving Hispanic Chamber
of Commerce was developed to
serve Hispanic business commu-
nity, which is a fundamental force
in the Irving economy, according
to Carlos Sanchez, Interim Execu-
tive Director of the Irving Hispanic
Chamber and President of Leaders
without Borders.

“Out of 8,000 businesses in Irv-
ing, at least 2,500 of those are His-
panic owned,” Mr. Sanchez said.
“Serving that base of businesses
is something Irving has been chal-
lenged with over the years. Re-
cently they started giving it more
attention.

“The Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce banquet acknowledges
the fact that Irving is a multicul-
tural, diverse community. Serving
the economic development of the
Hispanic community is an invest-
ment in the future.

“The Mayor said that 60% of
Irving ISD’s students are Hispanic.
Someone must pay attention to
that. I think the Hispanic Chamber
brings attention to those people.

“The Irving Hispanic Chamber
helps businesses build bridges,
and it helps them enter the Hispanic
community in the market place. The
Hispanic Chamber is valuable and
important to the whole community.

“The amount of Hispanic
owned businesses in south Irving
is incredible. Those businesses are
the backbone of the city without
question. Irving has the big
ExxonMobils and fortune 500 busi-
nesses. But the smaller businesses
are the ones that support the
nucleus of Irving.

“Mayor Herb Gears, Tommy
Gonzalez, and Chris Wallace are the
visionaries that made the Hispanic
Chamber happen. The Hispanic
Chamber also had advocates on the
City Council and in the business
community that had the foresight
to support this chamber.”

One of the banquet’s high-
lights was the presentation of the
2008 Community Achievement
Award to Dirk Stricklin, owner of
Saver’s Cost Plus.

“For the past four years, the
Irving Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce has been recognizing busi-
nesses, organization and individu-
als who have made an outstanding
contribution to the Irving Hispanic
community,” Mr. Molina said.
“They are special people who see
a need and try to meet that need.

“This year’s Community
Achievement Award goes to a man
who has made space available in
his business to house a small
school for Hispanics wanting to
learn English and to learn how to
use a computer. Dirk Stricklin’s gen-
erosity has made it possible for
many to get a head start on the road
to a successful life in Irving.”

the power of small business. I
didn’t understand that small busi-
nesses are fueling this economy. I
didn’t understand that two years
ago, women owned businesses
employed more people than the for-
tune 500.

“If you Google today, the glo-
bal 1,000, the 1,000 largest compa-
nies in the world, the U.S. leads on
that list. Because the hallmark of
the United States is small busi-
ness.”

Continued from page 1

Small business fuels Small business fuels Small business fuels Small business fuels Small business fuels America’America’America’America’America’s economs economs economs economs economyyyyy

The Irving Public Library and
the Irving League of Women Vot-
ers (LWV) will offer the public an
opportunity to watch the upcom-

ing presidential debates, and then
discuss the issues with friends and
neighbors.

“We’re delighted to provide

people with the chance to become
informed about the issues, and to
reflect on how the proposals of the
candidates can impact their lives,”

said Carol Huntley Little, president
of the Irving LWV. The League of
Women Voters is a nonpartisan po-
litical organization that encourages
informed and active participation in
government.

The presidential debates will
air at 8 p.m. Sep. 26 and Oct. 15,
along with the vice presidential de-
bate at 8 p.m. Oct. 2. The debates
will be broadcast on the big screen
in the Central Library Auditorium,
801 W. Irving Blvd. A moderated

discussion of the issues raised will
follow each debate.

“Encouraging an informed elec-
torate is one of the traditional roles
of the public library,” said Chris
Dobson, adult services supervisor.
“We hope residents will take ad-
vantage of our nonpartisan setting
to explore the merits of each
candidate’s positions.”

Voter registration will be avail-
able from 5 to 8 p.m. Sep. 26. The
last day to register to vote for the
Nov. 4 election is Oct. 6.

Residents to watch debates, discuss issues
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ADVERTISING PRICES
First 15 words $7.00
Each additional word $0.20

Bold, Caps, border $7.00

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.  When
you place a classified advertisement in the Rambler, we publish it
online at no additional charge. The Irving Rambler does not accept
submission of an advertisement as a commitment to publish.  Pub-
lication of an advertisement does not create an obligation to con-
tinue publishing.  The Irving Rambler reserves the right to refuse to
publish any advertisement for any reason.  Ads promoting hate
groups, or including inappropriate material will not be published.
E-mail addresses will only be published if included in the copy of
your classified ad.

To purchase classified ads call 214-675-6493.

Classic 1986 Chev Camaro
8-cylinder, Red/Black with T-Tops
Best Offer Call Amy at 214.418.6000

We have lots of stuff
Furniture
Clothes

Nick Nacks
Lots of Jewlery

Fri. Sat. 8 - Dark
Sun. 1pm - 6pm

1824 W 11th
972-834-6645

WORK WANTED

YARD SALE

ITEMS FOR SALE

White Amana Gas Stove
Top of the line model. Moved to

new location with electric hookups
not gas. 214-675-9160

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENTS
HELP WANTED

WANTED
Paint Work

Rental Properties / Rehab
Residential / Sheetrock Repair

Tub refinishing
Small Jobs ok

Call Curtis 214.557.8074

CAR FOR SALE

HOUSE FOR SALE

4022 Fairbanks Ct,
Irving TX 75062

3 bedroms; 2 full baths; 2 car
garage; family room with

fireplace; large fenced back yard
in a quiet cul-de-sac. Seller is
motivated to sell quickly. All

offers will be considered.
Call 972-256-2680

for appointment to see.

HOUSE FOR SALE

Old Sci-Fi collectibles for sale
214-675-9160

FOR SALE-Hot Wheels Collection-
Treasure Hunts, Final Runs and
many other series 972-438-4522

HELP WANTED

MECHANIC HELPERS
Construction/Crushing equipment,

Grand Prairie, call Mark
at 972.264.0540 J09H

Friday nights for three to
four hours.

Local Route
--- Must have own car and cell
phone.
---Must be able to read and
follow instructions in english.

Call
214-675-6493

CARRIER
NEEDED

I11H

Irving Specialty
Plumbing Company

Seeks apprentice.
Will train.  Good benefits.

Background check, drug test
and good driving record and must.

Call 972.399.0061.

*LAKEVIEW TERRACE    PG13
1:40    5:00    7:35    10:10

MY BEST FRIENDS GIRL    R
1:10    4:45    7:20    9:50
*GHOST TOWN    PG13
1:55    4:30    7:00    9:30

IGOR    PG
1:00    3:10    5:20    7:30    9:40

TYLER PERRY’S FAMILY THAT
PREYS    PG13

1:35    4:20    7:05    9:45
RIGHTEOUS KILL    R

2:10    5:10    7:35    10:00
BURN AFTER READING    R

2:15    5:15    7:45    10:10

BABYLON AD    PG13
1:55    5:05    7:40    9:55

TRAITOR    PG13
1:20    4:15    7:05    9:35
LONGSHOTS    PG13

1:45    4:25    6:40    9:10
THE HOUSE BUNNY    PG13

1:15    3:55    6:45    9:15
TROPIC THUNDER    PG13

1:55    4:40    7:25    10:05
THE DARK KNIGHT    PG13

1:25    4:50    8:15

Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater
Why wait in lines? PUCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

# NO PASSES
* FULLY RESTRICTED

FALL SPECIALS
Every Day

1st movie before 6pm is $4.50 per adult ticket
Two for One Tuesday

Buy one adult ticket at regular price and get one ticket free

By Matt Mungle
Title: Burn After Reading
Rated: R

The Coen brothers follow up
their Oscar winning film, No Coun-
try for Old Men, with a dark,
oddball, comedy that some will call
a smart move and others a waste of
talent. And if any film had an on-
slaught of talent, it is this one. Un-
fortunately, more times than not,
that spells disaster.

I wanted this film to be excep-
tional. I wanted something that
would have the lineage and stay-
ing power of a Fargo, Raising Ari-
zona or The Big Labowski. The
problem I had is that Burn After
Reading is random, thin plotted
writing that works only because of
the expert acting of the cast.

The story is simple enough.
Two average citizens (Frances
McDormand and Brad Pitt) find
what they think are important gov-
ernment spy files. When they try
to blackmail the owner of the files
(John Malkovich) it sets off a chain
of mistaken identity and hilarious
misunderstandings. And there you
have it. That is pretty much it. There
really are no good guys or bad
guys. They all have their faults. So
you don’t get to choose sides, but
instead just hang on for the ride. I
kept hoping for at least some depth
of plot and the lack of left me
slightly disappointed.

Many people will love this
movie just because it is The Coen
Brothers and there is the need to
feel like you have to rave about it,
or you are out of touch and unhip.
I will let you off the hook now and
allow you to see this with an open
mind and decide for yourself. But
feel free to hate it. It is okay if you
do. Granted it is not terrible film,
and I found myself laughing loudly
at times. As I mentioned, the acting
alone is worth the price of admis-
sion and here is why that makes
this film more appealing than it
would be normally.

George Clooney. What would
a Coen comedy be without
Clooney? This time around he
plays a sex crazed ladies man with
comparison to his roles in Intoler-
able Cruelty and Oh Brother. He
shows again why there is more to
him than just looking good in a suit.
John Malkovich. His ability to ex-
ude anger and fury makes for vola-
tile intensity. Malkovich has always
been one of the best character ac-
tors and goes full tilt in this one.
Tilda Swinton. No one has the neu-
rotic nature of Tilda. She can
breathe ice crystals when need be
and has a killing stare that is
matched by no other. Throw her in
a triangle with Johns brooding and
Clooney’s charm, and she shines
as always.

Then there is Brad Pitt. If you
have seen any of the previews, you
know that this is one of the most
peculiar roles Pitt has ever done.
He plays a gym trainer who is
amped about everything. A good
natured guy with very little brains.
I wish I could say that he was hi-
larious, but most of the time I felt I
was watching Brad try to be funny.

Instead of developing his charac-
ter, he was always Brad Pitt. While
everyone else was acting, Pitt was
just being Pitt being a goofball. And
I didn’t meld for me. Sorry little
buddy.

Burn After Reading is rated R
for pervasive language, some
sexual content and violence. It is a
dark comedy at times and though
you laugh a lot, it isn’t feel good
by any means. Bottom line, I think
this movie will appeal to fans of the
Coen’s and those who will suffer
through drivel and plot holes in or-
der to witness amazingly talented
actors. If you only care about story
and content, you might as well burn
this now instead of later. It is a little

over 90 minutes and I have to won-
der if it would have been better
given a few more minutes of depth.
I only give it 3 out of 5 gliding
chairs and that is solely for the per-
formance of the cast. Nothing more.

ShrShrShrShrShrug after watchingug after watchingug after watchingug after watchingug after watching
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Matt is a member of the North Texas
Film Critics Association (NTFCA)
and hosts the weekly syndicated
Indie Rock Radio Show Spin 180.
Plus with his wife Cindy they do a
weekly radio feature, The Mungles
on Movies. For additional reviews
and interview clips visit
www.mungleshow.com.

Opinions expressed in any
commentary are those of the writer,
and not necessarily those of The Irv-
ing Rambler, the publisher, editor,
or any staff member.

Mungles
on Movies

Margaret’s Corner

Margaret Lopez is an independent writer for the Irving Rambler. An
Irving resident for more than 14 years, she and her husband have been mar-
ried for over 42 years and have four daughters and four grandsons.

Opinions expressed in any commentary are those of the writer, and not
necessarily those of The Irving Rambler, the publisher, editor, or any staff
member.

Due to other commitments, Margaret’s Corner will
become a monthly column October 1st. She will be

providing more in-depth community coverage.
Contact her at 214-402-8000 to tell her about your

organization.
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