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are not seeing a lot of slip in the
price of the homes. Seller conces-
sions on average are anywhere
from three percent or less.

“Irving does have some sell-
ers who have decided not to sell.
Home prices normally grow at 4.25
percent and we only grew about 3.9
percent last year. Some people have
decided to stay in their homes for
an extended period and ride this out
before they put their homes on the
market. That has helped lower the
Irving inventory. Plus a lot of the

going to get. And it is really, really
bad. But then another doctor told
Grant he has seen people recover
from this sort of injury.

“At this point, Grant has had
three operations and he has been
in the hospital for almost four
months. At least half of that time,
he has been in ICU.

“Of course the family needs to
get Grant back to Texas, so they
can take care of him more easily.
But so many places won’t take pa-
tients who are on ventilators. There
is a place in Houston that will ac-
cept him. And Houston is a lot closer
to Waco than California. This facil-
ity has a good reputation for reha-
bilitating people after spinal inju-
ries.

“There are massive expenses
from Grant’s care. I don’t think he
has health insurance. So often
people that age don’t think they
need health insurance.

Provided by Tom Harvey
Three North Texas residents

will receive the President’s Volun-
teer Service Award for donating
more than 5,000 hours of service to
the North Texas Chapter-Texas
Master Naturalist program (NTC-
TMN), a partnership effort between
Texas AgriLife Extension, Dallas
County, and Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department.

The three Certified Master
Naturalists to be honored for reach-
ing the goal of 5,000 volunteer
hours are Steve Houser of Wylie,
Jim Varnum of Farmers Branch, and
Sara Beckelman of Irving. The vol-
unteers will receive their awards in
ceremonies Oct. 25 during the TMN
Statewide Annual Meeting in Hunt,
TX.

The President’s Council on
Service and Civic Participation cre-

Area real estate markets remain strong
By Jess Paniszczyn

Watch any serious news
broadcast and before long you will
be inundated with alarming infor-
mation about the state of American
businesses and the economy. Cor-
porate giants are the new Little Or-

phan Annies. Government bailouts
will soon be competing with soft-
ball bake sales throughout the coun-
try for your charity dollars. Spend
enough time with the economic
doomsayers and you may well find
yourself packing for Iceland.

Once all the rhetoric about
Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac, housing
markets and foreclosures is cleared
away, what does any of it mean for
Irving?

“It is not as bad as it sounds, I
promise you,” said Sheri Stevenson
of RE/MAX DFW Associates with
15 years of experience as a realtor.
“I had to turn CNN off this morn-
ing, it was making me angry. The
national media and the Texas mar-
kets are out of skew. We are doing
something completely different
than the rest of the country right
now.

“The biggest change we have
seen is the going away of the Down
Payment Assistance Program on
FHA loans. They have also in-
creased the amount of money that
is required to be put down.

“A lot of people who would
typically come in with just their clos-
ing costs are now having to come
in with an additional 3.5%. The thing
that is most important for any buyer
is to have cash in the bank.

“The market overall in Irving
is holding very strong. We have
really good turn times in Valley
Ranch and Coppell. As a result, we

ated the President’s Volunteer Ser-
vice Award program in 2003 as a
way to thank and honor Americans
who, by their demonstrated com-
mitment and example, inspire oth-
ers to engage in volunteer service.

“The Texas Master Naturalist
program was created to help cities
and others struggling with costly
environmental and land
sustainability issues,” said Fred
Burrell in Fort Worth, Texas AgriLife
extension agent for natural re-
sources. “With increasing energy
costs and the increasing strain on
our resources, local governments
are coping with budget shortfalls
that prevent them from hiring the
needed personnel to both educate
and provide best management prac-
tices to their county residents with
regard to conserving and protect-

ing our most precious commodity,
our natural resources.”

“In 2007, NTC-TMN volun-
teers provided more than 10,600
hours of volunteer service to Dal-
las County valued at over
$201,400.00,” said Brett Johnson,
TPWD Urban Wildlife Biologist in
Cedar Hill. Johnson noted that area
volunteers reached 30,000 people
with educational information in-
volving storm water runoff, erosion
control, flooding, water quality,
water conservation, amphibian
monitoring, invasive plant manage-
ment, loss of wildlife habitat and
the need for additional green
space. “Research based education
and factual best management prac-
tices to conserve and protect our
natural resources are critical to a
healthy economy and the stability
of Dallas County,” he said.

and scapula,” according to infor-
mation provided on www.Caring
bridge.org.

“Grant’s parents, Paula and
David Story were both born in Irv-
ing and attended Irving High
School. The family moved to Waco
where David has been minister of
the Richfield Christian Church for
32 years. Since they moved to
Waco we see them at family re-
unions and funerals,” Regina Story
said. “David grew up in the First
Christian Church. During the years
he was in the seminary, he served
as the church’s youth pastor. Paula
has a court reporting business in
Waco.”

“Grant moved to California to
pursue a career in the technical side
of film making. He was returning
from a dog park with his dog, Dez,
when he had a one car accident.
The dog was killed. Grant is para-
lyzed from the neck down. They
have done surgery and a doctor told
him that this is as good as he is

By Jess Paniszczyn
Careers often lead people in

different directions and into differ-
ent communities. Even as relatives
maintain long distance relation-
ships, nothing reunites families
with each other and their communi-
ties faster or more certainly than
tragedy. Sadly, this is the case for
the Story family while they help
each other face the aftermath of a
devastating car crash.

Grant Story, the nephew of
George and Regina Story, was
gravely injured in an accident on
May 28. Witnesses believe Grant,
an avid dog lover, swerved to avoid
hitting a dog. “He hit a fence, a light
standard and his car rolled twice,
landing in an upright position. It
took rescuers using the Jaws of Life
an hour to get him out… He had a
broken neck, broken femur, clavicle,

Communities rally to help
after devastating car wreck

Master naturalists to receive
President’s Service Award

Clowning  around

A man of many talents, Billy Gage, entertains the crowd during the
annual Holy Family of Nazareth Catholic Church Festival.

See CHURCH, Page 15

See REDEVELOPMENT, Page 4



The Irving RamblerThe Irving RamblerThe Irving RamblerThe Irving RamblerThe Irving Rambler (214) 675-6493 (214) 675-6493 (214) 675-6493 (214) 675-6493 (214) 675-6493
irving@irvingrambler.com

Member of The  Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce -- The Irving Rambler is Copyrighted 2008

Stacey Starkey -Director
John Starkey - Publisher

The entire contents of this newspaper are the sole property of The
Irving Rambler, Inc., with all rights reserved. Reproduction or use, without
permission, of editorial or graphic content in any manner is prohibited.

If you have an upcoming event, game scores, a press release, or inter-
esting story, please let us know.  The Irving Rambler encourages submission
of articles, facts, and photographs pertaining to the people, life, business, and
entertainment of Irving, Texas.

The Irving Rambler is published weekly by Irving Rambler, Inc., P.O.
Box 177731, Irving, TX 75017.

The Publication of columnists’ views, as well as advertising, does
not constitute endorsement. The Irving Rambler reserves the right to reject
or edit any advertising.  The Irving Rambler, its publisher, and editor are
not responsible for errors in advertising.

The Irving Rambler Volume 5 Issue 39 is published weekly for $25
dollars a year by The Irving Rambler, Inc.  627 S. Rogers, Irving, TX
75060. Periodicals postage pending at Irving, Texas. POSTMASTER:
Send address changes to The Irving Rambler, P.O. Box 177731, Irving,
TX 75017.

You can subscribe to The Irving Rambler for $25 per year. The Irving
Rambler is also distributed throughout Irving in businesses and public areas.

Deadline for the submission of articles and advertising is noon Monday,
prior to the publication date.  All submitted articles are subject to editing.  Opin-
ions expressed in submitted advertisements, articles, editorial, or commentary
are those of the writer, and not necessarily those of The Irving Rambler, the
publisher, editor, or any staff member. All articles, press releases, photographs
and other materials submitted become the property of The
Irving Rambler.

INTERNET  www.irvingrambler.com
E-mail  irving@irvingrambler.com

September 25, 2008 www.irvingrambler.comPage 2 The Irving Rambler

program. The purpose of the grants
is to inform decision makers about
the effectiveness of these two child-
hood obesity prevention policies.
These studies will also help local,
state and national policymakers
identify policies that work toward
promoting children’s healthy eat-
ing and increased physical activ-
ity.

“This grant is historic in that it
brings together researchers from
both the University of Texas School
of Public Health and Texas A&M
Health Science Center School of
Rural Public Health, as well as a
statewide consortium of other aca-
demic institutions, community
groups and stakeholders in a fo-
cused effort to address one of the
most significant public health is-
sues of our time—childhood obe-
sity,” said Dr. Hoelscher, a program
co-leader. “In a state as large and
diverse as Texas, it is essential that
we all work together to leverage our
resources.”

“This is an opportunity to
bring the best of research to a real-
world policy issue that is affecting
the lives of millions of Texas school
children,” said Dr. Ory, a program
co-leader. “It is critically important
to address policy issues that can
have a positive effect on improv-
ing healthy eating and increasing
safe and accessible places for physi-
cal activity in order to reduce the
alarming trends toward childhood
obesity in our state. If we don’t
address this, the next generation of
Texas children may very well be the
first generation to grow up less
healthy than their parents.”

“Collaborative efforts and
teamwork were one of the main rea-
sons we received funding,” said
David L. Lakey, M.D., Texas Depart-
ment of State Health Services Com-
missioner. “You should be proud
of the fine work you are doing to
reduce childhood obesity in the
state of Texas.”

This grant is unique in that the
size and diversity of Texas will al-
low for a large study of
underserved populations, deter-
mining how these policies affect
different segments of the at-risk
population, including the Hispanic/
Latino population along the Texas/
Mexico border. This award builds
on previous work conducted in
Texas to combat childhood obesity,
including the School Physical Ac-
tivity and Nutrition (SPAN) survey,
a statewide surveillance system that

monitors the prevalence of obesity
in school-aged children.

States previously awarded
similar grants from RWJF were Ar-
kansas, Delaware and West Vir-
ginia. Other states named with Texas
to receive the current grants were
New York and Mississippi.

Co-leading the program will be
Deanna Hoelscher, Ph.D., R.D., pro-
fessor at The University of Texas

Texas awarded childhood obesity prevention grant foundation
Provided by Scott Maier 

Childhood obesity, a major na-
tional public health problem, is es-
pecially prevalent in Texas and
other Southern states. Several poli-
cies have been enacted to tackle
this problem. Texas is one of three
states recently awarded $2 million
by the Robert Wood Johnson Foun-
dation (RWJF) to evaluate the ef-
fectiveness of childhood obesity
prevention policies.

The Texas Health Institute will
collaborate with other partners in
Live Smart Texas, a statewide coali-
tion of more than 80 organizations,
including state agencies, policy in-
stitutes, academic institutions,
community organizations and ad-

vocacy groups committed to elimi-
nating childhood obesity in Texas.
The Texas A&M Health Science
Center School of Rural Public
Health and the Michael & Susan
Dell Center for Advancement of
Healthy Living at The University
of Texas School of Public Health
Austin Regional Campus will also
collaborate in Live Smart Texas.

Two key childhood obesity
prevention policies will be evalu-
ated: Texas Safe Routes to School
program, a program encouraging
students to be more physically ac-
tive by walking to school, and food
allocation package revisions admin-
istered through Texas Women, In-
fants and Children (WIC) nutrition

School of Public Health Austin Re-
gional Campus and director of the
Michael & Susan Dell Center for
Advancement of Healthy Living,
and Marcia Ory, Ph.D., Regents Pro-
fessor at the Texas A&M Health
Science Center School of Rural Pub-
lic Health. Project director will be
Diane Dowdy, Ph.D., from the Texas
A&M Health Science Center
School of Rural Public Health.

Authors Claire (seated) and Monte Montgomery visited Good Elemen-
tary School as part of their visit to IISD Sep. 22-26 to discuss their
book, Hubert Invents the Wheel.

Authors visit Good ElementarAuthors visit Good ElementarAuthors visit Good ElementarAuthors visit Good ElementarAuthors visit Good Elementaryyyyy
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September 27
Heritage District Festival - Heritage
District festival, Music and Magic
on Main Street, 3:00 - 8:00pm on
Main Street in downtown Irving.
The festival will feature profes-
sional entertainers, a car show, a
kids’ area and lots of
food. Organizers are expecting
5,000 - 8,000 attendees.

September 27
Black Collar Affair - The DFW Hu-
mane Society will host its annual
fundraiser from 6:00 to 10:00 p.m.,
at Hackberry Creek Country
Club. Individual tickets are $50 per
person, and corporate sponsor-
ships are available from $250 to
$5,000. Festivities will include din-
ner, a casino, live and silent auc-
tions and live musical
entertainment. Former all-pro Dal-
las Cowboy Russell Maryland will
serve as master of ceremonies. The
Humane Society will have some of
its star pets on display at the
event. Guests are invited to dress
casually and come prepared to have
fun and spend money. For more in-
formation, call 972-253-3333 or visit
www.dfwhumane.com.

September 30
Kingdom Agenda Conference - The
Urban Alternative will celebrate 20
years of providing training for
church leaders with a new name for

its annual convention – the King-
dom Agenda Conference held Sep.
30-Oct. 3 at the Hyatt Regency
DFW. Dr. Tony Evans, senior pas-
tor of Oak Cliff Bible Fellowship
Church in Dallas and president of
The Urban Alternative, will speak
at the opening general session
Tuesday night. Visit
www.TonyEvans.org or call The
Urban Alternative at 1-800-800-3222
for more information or to register.

September 30
Town Hall Meeting - Informational
Displays at 6 p.m. Presentation at 7
p.m. The presentation will feature
the results of key initiatives over
the past year and will focus on
projects for the 2008-09 fiscal year.
Attendees will have the opportu-
nity to ask questions following the
presentation. For more information,
call 972-721-7600.

October 1
Cancer Support Group - Baylor
Medical Center at Irving will host
the Dialogue Cancer Support Group
from 10 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., in the Irv-
ing Cancer Center Conference
Room, 2001 N. MacArthur Blvd,
Suite 120 in Irving. The group pro-
vides support for cancer patients
and family members dealing with
cancer diagnosis, treatment and
follow-up. For more information,
call 972-579-4298.

October 1
Midweek Mysteries - Irving Public
Library’s monthly mystery book
club presents the first opportunity
to discuss Dashiell Hammett’s The
Maltese Falcon. The discussion at
noon will be led by Texas mystery
and suspense author, William
Manchee. The program is held at
Central Library, 801 W. Irving Blvd.
Be the first to join in on the Big
Read discussions.

October 2
Bar-B-Q Celebration - Commis-
sioner Kenneth A. Mayfield, Con-
stable R. L. Skinner, and Judges
Bob Whitney and Mike Petty
present their 5th Annual Bar-B-Q
Celebration between 11:30 AM and
1 PM at Commissioner Mayfield’s
Road & Bridge District 4 Office
which is located at 4403 W. Illinois,
Dallas. 

October 3-4
Garage Sale - First Christian Church
Irving is holding a benefit garage
sale 8:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. in the Fam-
ily Life Center, 210 E. 7th Street. Pro-
ceeds will go to The Grant Story
Fund, set up to provide care for
Grant who is now paralyzed due to
a car accident last May. Grant re-
mains in the hospital awaiting trans-
fer back to Texas. For more infor-
mation, contact Rev. Deb at 972-579-
0911.

Aggravated Robbery:
09-18-08 at 3:40 p.m.
The suspect ap-
proached the cus-
tomer service area of

Wal-Mart in the 1600 block of Mar-
ket Place. The suspect presented a
note to the clerk demanding money
while simultaneously displaying a
handgun. The clerk told the sus-
pect she didn’t have any money and
the suspect fled on foot. The sus-
pect was last seen running inside
the Colonial Grand Apartment Com-
plex. 

Aggravated Robbery: 09-18-08 at
3:49 p.m.  The same suspect from
the above robbery displayed a gun
and presented a demand note to a
Washington Mutual Bank teller. The
suspect received cash and fled the
business, possibly in a blue or
black Ford Focus with Texas L.P.
P77 YXB. CID and ID responded. 

ATM Burglary: 09-19-08 at 4:13
a.m.  Officers were dispatched to a
burglary at the Chevron Gas Sta-
tion in the 7200 block of N. SH 161.
The suspects pried the front door
open, went inside and hooked a
chain to the ATM machine. The
suspects pulled the ATM through
the store and out the front door.

The machine was loaded into a ve-
hicle and driven away. The sus-
pects were not located.

Theft/ Foot Pursuit/ Major Acci-
dent/ Officer Injury: 09-19-08 at
5:40 p.m.  An officer was working
off-duty at the Irving Mall when he
contacted the defendant exiting
Dillard’s with stolen merchandise.
In the process of securing the de-
fendant, the defendant pulled away
and the foot pursuit began towards
S.H. 183. The defendant ran across
the west bound lanes of 183 and as
he started across the east bound
lanes, he caused a major accident
when a driver attempted to avoid
striking him. Traffic stopped and
the officer began pursuing the de-
fendant again. The defendant was
captured on Estrada. The officer
was injured during the pursuit. The
defendant was not injured. The ac-
cident was Class “C” reference re-
port # 08-26555.

Aggravated Robbery: 09-19-08 at
8:00 p.m.  The complainant and her
grandson were getting in their car
after shopping at Fiesta Supermar-
ket in the 900 block of E. Irving Blvd.
Two White male suspects ap-
proached her vehicle. One suspect
opened her car door and held a knife
to her throat while the other sus-
pect held her grandson. The sus-
pects took the complainant’s purse
and ran from the location. One sus-

pect was apprehended walking
away from the location and the other
suspect was not located. There were
no injuries. CID conducted follow-
up investigation.

Aggravated Assault w/ Deadly
Weapon: 09-20-08 at 6:35 p.m.  The
complainant and the defendant got
into an argument while waiting in
line over the defendant being slow.
They went outside and began to
fight in the parking lot at Nursery
and Shady Grove. The complain-
ant ran across the street to his shop.
The defendant jumped in his truck
and tried to run the complainant
over. The complainant ran inside
and got a gun. Officers then arrived
on scene. There were no injuries
and an independent witness saw
the entire event.

Aggravated Robbery: 09-20-08 at
10:00 p.m.  The suspect, a Black fe-
male, entered Subway in the 2300
block of W. Shady Grove Rd. while
the store was empty. She threw a
bag of chips on the counter and
then removed a handgun pointing
it at the complainant. The suspect
left with an undetermined amount
of money. ID responded to the
scene.

Major Accident (Highway Clo-
sure): 09-23-08 at 2:30 p.m.  A trac-
tor trailer traveling east bound on
SH 114 slowed for traffic and an-
other tractor trailer following too
closely rear ended the first unit. East
bound SH 114 had to closed down
to clear the roadway and to put
down sand. The roadway was
closed for about and an hour and
20 min.

Irving Fire Department responded to 318 incidents.
The Fire incidents

 74 Miscellaneous Fire
        and Rescue Calls
   5 Structure Fires
   3 Special Operations
   1   Vehicle Fires

Medical calls
27 Major Accidents
81 Major Medical
13 Heart Attacks
45 Difficulty Breathing
49 Trauma Related
19 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary Sept 18 - 24, 2008

Comments
09-20: The structure fire was a smoke scare resulting from smoke
testing the sewer system in the area.

Since January, the combined
efforts of the community and the
Irving Police Department have re-
sulted in a 10 percent decrease in
crime. This is in addition to the 7.1
percent decrease in crime in 2007,
the lowest overall crime rate per
capita in recorded history.

Offenses that have experi-
enced the greatest decrease are as
follows:
Sexual Assault – 30 percent
Vehicle Theft – 20 percent
Homicide – 14 percent
Theft – 12 percent

“We are pleased with this
progress and appreciate the
communitywide effort behind these
results,” said Police Chief Larry
Boyd. “We will continue to improve
upon current programs and develop
new initiatives to maintain a safe
community.”

The problem-solving team and
the positioning of Code Enforce-
ment under the Police Department
contributed to these results. The
problem-solving team, which is a
specialized team consisting of three
police officers and a sergeant,
guides police efforts and works

with other city departments to ad-
dress areas with recurring crime and
disorder problems. One of the ar-
eas the team focused on is Tudor
Lane. To date, the team has made
109 arrests, closed nine substan-
dard properties and reduced crime
in the area by 70 percent.

Collaboration between the Po-
lice Department and Code Enforce-
ment allows the city to combine ef-
forts and maximize results. Since
implementing this change last Oc-
tober, 18 substandard properties
have been closed and more than
11,000 code violations have been
resolved.

The Police Department coor-
dinates several other programs and
initiatives to ensure a safe commu-
nity. Some of these include:
Disorder Operations
Crime Free Multi-Housing Program
ICOP Volunteers
Skywatch Towers
24/7 Criminal Alien Program

For more information about the
crime statistics and the Police
Department’s programs, visit
www.irvingpd.com.
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builders have stopped building,
which will help decrease the inven-
tory. Hopefully these things will
help strengthen the market more.
People are always going to buy and
sell homes. The people who are
motivated are still selling their
homes, and they aren’t doing badly
at all.”

First time home buyers may
find this a good time to go shop-
ping.

“Right now we are seeing a
spike in first time home buyers. That
trend is associated with the fed
bobbling up the interest rate and
bringing it back down. A lot of
people who were trying to decide if

they were going to rent or purchase
are going ahead and buying. They
are also encouraged because there
is a high inventory and a drop in
the price, so their buying power is
increased. It is a great environment
right now for first time homebuyers.

“We had more first time
homebuyers not qualifying for
loans when the first mortgage melt-
down occurred last summer. Buy-
ers were hoping to do 80/20s or go
in with 100 percent financing, and
then they moved the credit rating
approval up. So a lot of people had
to go home and clean up their credit
and save some money,” she said.

Redevelopment and new retail
will strengthen south Irving’s real
estate market.

“The older homes in the south
Irving area seem to be on the mar-
ket longer than homes in Valley
Ranch. There has been quite a bit
of inventory on market in the south
side, but we have also seen a lot of
people decide not to sell down there.
Those sellers are kind of holding
for the moment. They are waiting
for the market to rebound, and they
can get higher dollar for their
homes.

“The only thing I ever hear
negative when I am selling in south
Irving is the clients don’t like the
shopping. Especially, if they have
rented in Valley Ranch and they got
comfortable with all the retail in this
area, they are spoiled. When I take
them south to look at homes, I have
to explain that all this new develop-
ment is coming into downtown Irv-
ing.

“I think the redevelopment is
going to help south Irving. I am a
big proponent of bringing in den-
sity. Because when you bring in
density, you bring in more retail
shopping and that draws people,”
Stevenson said.

“I hope they will come in and
not strip downtown of all its his-
toric value. I hope the drugstore
isn’t going. That is my only con-
cern with the redevelopment. It is
sad to see a lot of that go. It’s break-
ing my heart. But it is not very
dense and it is not attracting a lot
of business or a lot of foot traffic.”

The attitudes of Irving resi-
dents and the improvements in
mass transit are great selling points
in the south area.

“I love Irving people because

they are loyal. You meet people and
they say, ‘I’ve been here 65 years.’
We get buyers all the time who say,
‘I graduated from Irving High and I
need a house in Irving.’

“When I am showing homes
to clients from out of town I always
tell them people who live in Irving
love Irving. That says something
about your city,” she said.

“When they tie all the DART
lines together, those areas are go-
ing to have condos above retail. It
is the trend for the future.

“More and more people are
going to one car. I see a lot of people
under 35 going to one car and mass
transit. Simply because they can-
not afford the gas prices, insurance
prices, and auto prices all at one
time. I think proximity to the rail is
going to help south Irving. You can
ride the rail to downtown Fort
Worth or downtown Dallas. When
they finally build the loop around
to Frisco, there is not going to be
any place you can’t work and get
to from Irving, which is great, that
is going to be a pinnacle point.

“I have had quite a few people
who had moved out to Keller mov-
ing back to be close to their jobs.
They have decided the amount of
time they commute is too long, and
the amount they spend on gas is
too much. In the long run, these
trends will help south Irving espe-
cially, because it is such a great lo-
cation. You can’t ask for a more cen-
tralized location. Pick where you
want to work,” Stevenson said.

John Romeo, a realtor with RE/
MAX Las Colinas, believes inves-
tors are an important force in keep-
ing the Irving real estate market
healthy.

“The Irving market has quite a
few properties that are attractive
now to investors. That is part of a
20 or 30 year business cycle where
values go down to the point that
investors step up and start buying
properties. Investors have been a
big part of the resale market in Irv-
ing.

“The same people who can’t
qualify for a loan like they used to
are very willing still to move out of
the apartments and pay rent. As the
market for owner occupied property
has fallen down, the rental market
has stepped up,” Romeo said.

“Home loans are very credit
driven and the underwriters are
under a lot of pressure to make ev-
erything picture perfect on the loan
application. Respective of the fact
that there was a lot of not neces-
sarily fraud, but mismanagement of
how loans were done in the past,
the powers that be in the mortgage
industry have changed the rules on
how they qualify and process the
loan.

“To say there is not a healthy,
active market in Irving is not really
looking at who the buyers are. The
investors and cash buyers are cer-
tainly in the Irving market in a very
big way. They are very interested
in picking up these bargains.”

Buyers must be more conscious
about their credit rating when ap-
plying for loans.

“There is a perceived issue
with buyers looking to purchase a
home for their families that it is al-
most impossible to get a home loan.
That is just not true. It is just a
longer process that needs to be
started before people start shop-
ping.

“People who would like to ap-
ply for home loans need to be a little
more diligent about cleaning up
past credit problems and they need
better explanations as to why their
credit is in disrepair. They are go-
ing to be required to place more
money down. Buyers should be
prepared to put at least five per-
cent down and maybe even 10 per-
cent down, based on their credit
scores. Before people shop for a
property, they need to be pre-quali-
fied.

“The mortgage companies are
very willing to work with people and
help them clean up their credit
standing. Better credit means buy-
ers can get a better interest rate and
better terms,” he said.

To attract serious buyers
quickly, sellers need to be aggres-
sive.
“Sellers have come to realize they
need to be very competitive or they
are out of luck. But that is not nec-
essarily true. Irving is interesting
in that different areas are on a whole
track of their own. It has to do with
availability. If someone wants a
home in a certain area, they are will-
ing to pay the price for that area. So
you can’t do a broad brush stroke
across Irving and say it is all the
same,” Romeo said.

“The marketing has changed
quite a bit in the last few years. The
buyers do a lot of Internet searches
and look at photographs of proper-
ties long before they even drive
through neighborhoods. They are
very savvy, and they want to get
the best deal.

Specializing in pre-foreclosure
sales, Schellye Davies with RE/
MAX DFW Associates has 17
years experience as a realtor.

“I don’t think Irving is a
buyer’s market. People are coming
from California and they think they
are going to steal a home from us.
And that is not happening. We are
not giving these homes away. It’s
fair market value, and in some cases
we sell homes for more than market
value,” Davies said. “People are
moving to Texas. They want to live
here, because it is so affordable.

“When you have a buyer in-
terested in Valley Ranch and you
go out looking at homes in the
$200,000 to $400,000, clients are
shocked, because there are not
many pickings out there. There is
not that much to choose from. It is
very disappointing.”

There is help available for
homeowners facing foreclosure.

“We are seeing an increase in
foreclosures. But the Irving area is
one of the more stable areas in the
nation. When homes reach the
$100,000 range, you are going to
get multiple offers. All the buyers
are looking for deals.

“If you are a homeowner, there
is no reason anybody should lose
their house to foreclosure. There
may be exceptions such as tax liens,
judgments, something like that, but
we can still work with the situation.
It is always worth calling and speak-
ing with someone who specializes
in pre-foreclosures and short sells.
I have sold probably 150 homes on
short sells, and I have been suc-
cessful about 98% of the time. In
some cases, we can even get them
some money to help them move out.
Don’t give up, hang in there, there
is light at the end of the tunnel.
Don’t hesitate to call for help,”
Davies said.
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Continued from page 1

Redevelopment, DART might strengthen home prices

HOUSE FOR RENT
2/1 Large living and dining
area!  Wood floors!  Ceiling
fans, bathroom has built in van-
ity with two sinks, Master BR
has large closet, lots of addi-
tional storage closets in house,
covered patio breezeway on 1.3
acres, 2-car garage.  Lots of win-
dows and trees!  Water and
lawn care included in rent.
$1100.00 972.841.0318



The Letters to the Editor sec-
tion is devoted to giving the people
of Irving a voice. The Irving Ram-
bler needs your input, letters, com-
ments – good as well as bad, and opin-
ions. This section can only be suc-
cessful with your support. Whenever
possible, people holding contrary
views of a subject will be allowed to
respond to critical letters. Letters
including profanity will not be con-
sidered.

If you would like to see your
ideas
in print, please email them to
Irving@IrvingRambler.com or mail
them to:

The Irving Rambler
Re: Letters to the Editor
P.O. Box 177731
Irving, Texas 75017

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
“The Newspaper Irving Reads”www.irvingrambler.com September 25,.2008

Hello:
I don’t mean to put a wet blan-

ket on what is going on in the Heri-
tage District! But! I do not believe
that redoing the downtown area will
bring people there. Why, because
we don’t and won’t have anything
interesting, amusing, exciting, en-
tertaining to see or visit and spend
time and money on there.

We don’t really have much of
a Mall now. When I want to shop

When I read that the residents
of the Vista Del Lago apartments
had 8 hours to vacate the premises,
my first thought was that some-
thing must be wrong because the
entire city council, the code inspec-
tors, and IFD had to know about
1700 violations that were reported.
This did not happen over night and
become so dangerous to live in that
tenants had to be vacated in 8-
hours. The whole crew at the city
had been sitting on their collective
seats for 2 to 12+ years! Why were
these violations not taken care of
months or years ago? Why did the
city allow any property to get in an
emergency situation and evacua-
tion necessary?

2007 Mr. Singh purchased Vista
Del Lago AFTER McDougal was
given contracts by the City of Irv-
ing to redevelop the Heritage Dis-
trict. McDougal has been in nego-
tiations to purchase Vista Del Lago
since March. McDougal said he
had no idea what the conditions
were inside the complex, but still
planned to purchase and redevelop
the site. Mr. McDougal said he was
planning to pay more than $3.7M.
Dallas Central Appraisal District
valued about $2.9M. Does this
makes good economic sense, time-
table or exorbitant the amount
McDougal agreed to pay? The
apartments will be razed. The land
valued by Dallas Central Appraisal
district I $370,260; less that 10% of
what McDougal said he would pay.

116 units figures to be approxi-
mately $32,000/unit, all of which will

be demolished leaving only land.
Could/would anyone else pay this?
The city does not have to worry
about McDougal competition; no
one can find the kind of backing
the city is providing McDougal at
such inflated prices.

Tracing ownership of the prop-
erty and appraisal history is inter-
esting. The property changed
hands in 2007 and the appraisal in-
creased almost $700,000. Repre-
senting 29% increase. Unheard of
in today’s market. Condition of
property was listed good. Would
1700 code violations render the
condition “good?” Then
McDougal offers to raise the price
another $800,000, representing an-
other 27% increase in price. So in
two years two people, Singh and
McDougal have managed to raise
the price of a single piece of prop-
erty (185,130 square feet) by $1.5
million dollars! How does this make
sense? If Irving is going to back
these kinds of deals, we the citi-
zens need to know more - before
our tax dollars get put into seeming
boondoggles like this.

The council was to vote on
raising McDougal’s loan level to
$40M but was pulled from the
agenda. Pulled after citizens started
asking hard questions

McDougal’s contract has been
changed frequently, even monthly.
At times it is difficult to tell under
what contract he is operating. It is
difficult to tell how much money we
have given him. It is more difficult
to know what he has done to earn

it. It is impossible to tell what com-
panies he owns and under what
names he operates. McDougal may
be a private businessman but the
city is not. Disclosure is the only
answer.

Sales contracts are not what
they seem - not the prices, not the
commissions not the methods used
to pay the commissions and not the
companies McDougal is using to
do business. Transparency and
truthfulness are the issues.

What else is going on that Irv-
ing Residents don’t know?
Sources: Dallas Central Appraisal Dis-
trict
               News articles from local  pa-
pers
                Open Records and private Real
Estate contracts

Bobbie Randle

By Delbert McDougal
Nearly two years ago, your

City Council asked me to help re-
develop downtown Irving. My key
goals are to purchase aging prop-
erties and attract developers to
bring in new housing, restaurants,
retail, and commercial properties.

I’m energized about this
project and am impressed with hun-
dreds of involved citizens I have
met, along with the strong leader-
ship in place in your community.
This is a dynamic time to be living
and working in Irving.

To date, we have purchased
about 65 properties. We have an-
other 75 targeted, but we are only
able to buy properties when there
is a willing seller. The City is not
using eminent domain to force any-
one to sell for private development.

While it may appear that the
process is moving slowly, we are
actually ahead of the timeline we
gave to the City Council. It takes a
great deal of time to analyze what

properties are available, to contact
each owner, and then negotiate
sales in targeted areas as we see
redevelopment opportunities. 

The early years of a project like
this are often marked by misinfor-
mation, rumors, and concerns from
residents. That is why we clearly
communicated the broad goals of
the project when we began, and
why we stay in regular contact with
your City Council.

I appreciated the opportunity
to speak with many of you during
several public meetings the past
year and a half. As you have addi-
tional questions, I encourage you
to contact the City of Irving Coun-
cil or staff. They will be the best
source of up-to-date information
on our work.

The nature of property acqui-
sition, however, does require that
we don’t publicly discuss specific
properties we are trying to buy un-
til the deals are complete.

One of the questions I’m regu-

Vibrancy will return to downtown Irving

To those who read,
The other day I heard a fellow

remark that we have proof that re-
development works.  I was kind of
startled by the remark.  I had to
wonder what other cities my fellow
Irvingite had been visiting.

Now having lived down in
South Irving for a bit, I have to say
I see no such proof.  Unless of
course redevelopment is a new
word for tearing down buildings.  I
see a lot of that.  I’m not the smart-
est guy in the world, but to my way
of thinking redevelopment means
to develop again.

If the truth is that this redevel-
opment movement is really the Irv-
ing empty land movement, lets call
it that.  That is something I could
get behind.  I grew up in the fields
and I would love to see lots of open
land.  I would vote for any man or
woman for that matter who sup-
ports open land in Irving.  But lets
be honest.

A while ago I heard Mr.
McDougal speak about all the de-
velopers who would show up and

want to build fancy apartments,
boutiques, and outdoor cafes, and
REDEVELOP.  But I don’t see those
either.

I know people who will waste
breath all day long yelling at dogs
for chasing squirrels.  The fact is
that is just what dogs do.  No need
to yell about it.

I hear people yelling about Mr.
McDougal and his type.  But thats
not right.  These are business
people chasing dollars.  That is just
what they do.  No need to yell about
it.

The folks with the city set the
tune - everyone dances to it.  I’m
just not sure I like the music I’m
hearing.

The city used its power in the
past year or so to shut down a good
number of apartment buildings.
Each of these apartment buildings
represent homes and community to
hundreds of folks just like your fam-
ily.  The city says they do this be-
cause the apartments are not nice.
The city loves us all too much to
let us live in not nice apartments.

I wonder where the city love
was 15 years ago when these not
nice things began creeping into the
apartments.  Where was the love
10 years ago when these not nice
things could be dealt with.  Where
was the love 3 years ago when
some of these apartments could
have been saved.

Why does the love come when
the city gets the redevelopment
bug.

I can’t imagine the type of love
it takes to tell children the week be-
fore school starts they have to
leave their homes.  Then to love
them so much more at to tell these
same children they can’t go back
to their school with their teachers
and with their little friends like all
the other kids.  I hope I never learn
what that type of love is.

I worry the South Irvingite is
an endangered animal.  Just think
of those bears floating out on the
ice with no where to go.  Now put a
South Irvingite in the bears place.

If they can’t get rid of you by
closing your apartment, they will
try to deport ya, and if that don’t
work they will send the code en-
forcement pseudo cops to write
you ticket after ticket till you leave
or they throw you in jail.  If you are
still here they will send a big money
guy to buy you out.  Now if a South
Irvingite survives all of that, they
will raise the taxes with their PIDs
and their TIFFs until regular folks
can’t afford to live here anymore.

If ya don’t know what a PID or
a TIFF is.  Well God bless you.
You’ll know soon enough.

I think maybe the city needs to
love us all a little less.
Hoping to be here next year,
Mr. Howard

People chasing dollars & sense

Shopping  around

McDougal questions and opinions

larly asked is how the new devel-
opment will fit in with existing build-
ings in downtown Irving. Just this
week, I met with the Council-ap-
pointed citizen advisory committee
dealing with this issue. 

The Committee has done an ex-
cellent job! Many ideas have been
thoroughly evaluated, and I believe

the finished guidelines will encour-
age new development that will en-
hance the feel of downtown, and
compliment existing historic struc-
tures.

As soon as the Committee’s
work is finalized, these design
guidelines will be shared with the
Council and all Irving citizens. 

In the coming months, we will
have some exciting announcements
about new developments in Irving
that will add to the City’s natural
beauty and bring new economic
vitality to the downtown area.

I am proud to have a small part
in Irving’s bright future!

at Penny’s, Dillard’s, Macy’s and
other stores I have to go to other
Malls. And that is where my money
goes, not in Irving.

I think the so called South Irv-
ing, has been left behind. I am sorry
to say that as that is where I live.
Thank you for reading!

A Rambler Reader - Jane Dixon
God Bless, Angels Keep
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First Christian Church
210 E. 6th Street, Irving 75060

972.579.0911
www.fccirving.org

Sundays
Bible Study for all ages - 9:30am
Traditional Worship - 10:45am

Disciples of Christ

North Irving Church of Christ
727 Metker St. Irving, Texas 75062

972.252.9981
Sundays Bible Study - 9:00 a.m.
Worship - 10:00 a.m. 5:00 p.m.

Wednesdays Bible Study – 7:00 p.m.

Church of Christ

Berean Memorial Church
1000 E. Sixth Street, Irving 75060

972.438.1440
www.bereanmemorialchurch.org

Sundays 10:45 a.m. 6:30 p.m
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Word of God Christian Fellowship
Meeting at Plymouth Park Baptist

Church
1714 N. Story Rd., Irving 75061

Fellowship Center FH 103
214.404.1899

www.wordofgodchristianfellowship.com
Sundays 4:00 p.m.

Tuesdays 7:00 p.m.

Independent Bible

Pioneer Drive Baptist Church
4034 W. Pioneer Drive

Irving, Texas 75061
972.790.8828

www.pdbcirving.com
Sundays Traditional Worship

11:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study/Prayer Meeting
7:00 p.m.

Southern Baptist

First United Methodist Church
211 W. Third St, Irving 75060

972.253.3531
www.fumcirving.org

Sundays 10:30am Sanctuary
6:30pm Chapel

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W Airport Frwy, Irving 75062
(North side of Hwy 183 between

MacArthur & Story)
972.255.4185

www.ppumc.org
Sundays 8:30, 9:15 & 11:00am

United Methodist

WORSHIP

LISTING PRICES

To purchase WORSHIP section listing
call 214-675-9445.

From 6 months to one year $7.47Up to 6 months $8.30

The Irving Rambler provides a WORSHIP section to bring people of
similar beliefs together.  The Irving Rambler does not accept submission of a
listing as a commitment to publish.  Publication of a listing does not create an
obligation to continue publishing.  The Irving Rambler reserves the right to
refuse to publish any listing for any reason.  Any listing promoting hate
groups, or including inappropriate material will not be published.  E-mail
addresses will only be published if included in the copy of your listing.

Listings may include your religious organization’s name, address, tele-
phone number, website url & meeting times.

By Lotis Butchko
Anybody who has attended a

football game at Irving Schools Sta-
dium in the past thirty-six years has
heard Stanley Cason’s voice.

If you know the voice and not
the name, maybe these familiar calls
will jar your memory: “Touchdown
Vikings,” “First down Tigers,” or

even “Will the owner of a Dodge
Neon please turn off your lights.”

Cason, who is a former Irving
High gym coach started, the job
back in 1965.

“I was in my office when I got
a call from Norman Hughes (then
principal of Irving High),” Cason
said. “To be honest I thought I was

in trouble. But then he asked if I
would start announcing games.”

He agreed and started right
away, with Friday night football and
track meets, even picking up junior
high games when they needed to
be done.

Through the years Cason has
seen some of the best football play-
ers in Texas come through his sta-
dium, including MacArthur line-
backer and former Oklahoma great
Brian Bosworth, former Cowboys
linebacker Akin Ayodele, and even
Houston Oilers former first overall
Earl Campbell shred the Nimitz de-
fense with a 44-0 score.

Some of his favorite times,
though, have occurred not just in
the press box but in the surround-
ing areas. In 1977, a fierce snow-
storm hit Dallas blanketing most of
the Dallas- Fort Worth area. Nimitz
still had a conference game against
Duncanville scheduled and, despite
the conditions the game was still
going to be played. This, of course,
was before the elevator was in-
stalled to the press box, so Cason
and his spotter Ken Semons had to
climb the stairs on their hands and
knees.

In 1997, Cason retired, leaving
behind his lonely press box and
Semons, his long time spotter.

“When [Cason] left, they
couldn’t find anybody as good as
him,” said Semons. “Stan has one
of those real pure voices, made for
this kind of job.”

But it wasn’t long before the
stadium came calling again. Judy
Hammond an associate of the sta-
dium, asked him to come back. And
when fall 2003 rolled around, Cason
was back in his booth.

“It was nice to be back. I
missed watching the games,”
Cason said.

But the games haven’t always
been fun for Cason. He still gets
his fare share of complaints, mostly
from parents who aren’t happy with
the pronunciations of their
children’s names.

“You always get calls about
messing up names. I am still wait-
ing to get a call for getting one
right,” he said.

Cason is still doing the games,
happy with his job, and even
though his wife Susan jokes about
being a widow on Thursday and
Friday nights, he has no plans to
leave any time soon.

“I’ll be doing this job till I can’t
talk anymore,” Cason said.

Stanley Cason  - A man of  few words
And it seems like his employ-

ers have no problem with that.
“[Cason] is just a great guy,”

said Mike Sartor assistant athletic
director of Irving. “He is a profes-
sional in everything he does.”

Maybe when he retires Cason
will get an ultimate present, like a
press box named after him. After all,
who has been in there more hours
than Cason?Allison’s Clubhouse

“The BEST In Your Child’s Care”
3425 Finley, Irving, Texas 75062

We are currently accepting applications
for both full and part-time  positions!

Accepting Children Accepting Children Accepting Children Accepting Children Accepting Children Ages:Ages:Ages:Ages:Ages: 6 w 6 w 6 w 6 w 6 weeks threeks threeks threeks threeks thru 11 yu 11 yu 11 yu 11 yu 11 years of ageears of ageears of ageears of ageears of age

We have the

largest  infant

center

in Irving/Las

Colinas!

www.Allisonsclubhouse.com
Call us:  972 258-1800Owners: David and Becky StaleyOwners: David and Becky StaleyOwners: David and Becky StaleyOwners: David and Becky StaleyOwners: David and Becky Staley

DirectorDirectorDirectorDirectorDirector :::::     WWWWWendy Boozerendy Boozerendy Boozerendy Boozerendy Boozer
By Lotis Butchko
Irving – 37
Arlington – 40

Defense took a back seat as Irving (2-2) slugged it out with
Arlington at ISS stadium on Friday night. Irving struck first with
a field goal.

The intensity turned up with wide receiver/defensive back,
Theo Teamer, scoring on both offense and defense.

Kicker, Michael Conn, for Arlington, stole the show with
two late field goals to clinch the game after a disputed Jacolby
Bradley fumble with just 34 seconds remaining.

Arlington Lamar – 50
Nimitz – 21

Nimitz run defense took the night off as Lamar running back,
Ja’Terian Douglas ran for 230 yards and three touchdowns.

Nimitz (1-3) led early, with quarterback, JJ Gaines breaking
free for touchdown runs of seven, and 84 yards.

But Douglas continued to get the ball for a total of 24 car-
ries.

Macarthur – 38
North Mesquite – 41

Macarthur (1-3) continued to plummet after starting the sea-
son in the top 25.

This loss came in an over time game after giving up a heart
breaking field goal with just second left on the clock in regula-
tion

Macarthur struck first when James Sims ran in a six-yard
touchdown. Mesquite (3-1) answered by scoring 21 straight
points. Macarthur never backing down scored twice and the two
teams slugged it out.

In overtime both teams scored on their first possessions but
Macarthur was not able to keep up with Mesquite and lost by a
field goal.

Player of the month
Shaey Ellis of Irving High was named District 7-5A player of the
month.

Sports Briefs

Students, parents and teachers from Brown Elementary School enjoy the back to school dance sponsored
by the Brown PTA.

Read the Irving RamblerRead the Irving RamblerRead the Irving RamblerRead the Irving RamblerRead the Irving Rambler

Brown PTA sponsors dance
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Nickname: Mar J
Birthplace: Zanesville, Ohio
Family: My Mom - Jane, three
younger sisters - Cathy, Cecilia, and
Patsy
2 Loyal Companions - George and
Gracie (Rescued Dogs), Commu-
nity Involvement:  member - Heri-
tage Sr Ctr where I am a member
and Secretary of Heritage Choir.  
Community involvement: I  have
presented programs on Make-up
and Fashion, Volunteered at Salva-
tion Army Fall Festival. Helped form
and grow a Church in an Apt. com-
plex for disadvantaged families, was
Assistant Children’s Sunday
School Teacher. I opened my home
at two different times to homeless
women so that they could get back
on their feet and become active in
the community again.
Greatest Achievement: Reaching
my Sr. years with a good attitude
and good health and the ability to
continue the pursuit of my dreams.
Purpose for Entering: To encour-
age other Sr. Women to not give on
themselves or their goals simply
because of their age.

Birthplace:  Danville Virginia
Family: Middle of three children, only girl. We moved a lot so my mother
taught me and so I never attended 1st or 4th grades. My parents passed
away and I was sent to live with relatives. After six years serving as a
domestic goddess I ran away and joined the navy! 
Memorable Achievements:  My four beautiful children; also creating
setting up and running the first rehab unit at Irving Community Hospital.
My Hobbies: Cooking, sewing, quilts, travel and TLC.
My favorites Cuss Words: Cotton pickin’, and Jesus Mary and Joseph.

Nicknames: Fondly called Lou , Weezie or Nana Louise
Birthplace: Westlock , Alberta Canada
Family: Youngest of three siblings. One daughter Suzanne from a previ-
ous marriage. Husband James (has three grown daughters). We had
seven foster children to raise together and they have made us great
grandparents. We share eight grandchildren, scattered all over America.
Community involvement: Past president and now treasurer of the Las
Colinas Symphony, President of the American Auxiliary Unit 218 of Irv-
ing, Treasurer of my church, work on Youth group, altar guild, choir and
gardens for my church. Friends of ICT, Lyric Stage, Irving Seniors Arts
Group, Artisan Theater in Hurst and I volunteer and perform every chance
I get. Since moving here from Victoria, B.C. I have been in “Sound of
Music” and “Music Man”. Hope to Audition for “Cinderella” and “My
Fair Lady” in the coming months. Also a member of the Frisky Foxy
Jewels Red Hat Chapter!
Greatest Achievement: My daughter Suzanne.
Purpose in Entering the Ms. Mature Irving Pageant: My Queen Mother
made me do it... Mitty Mohon of the Frisky Foxy Jewels is a former Ms
Mature and is very persuasive.

Contestant #3
Ann Louise Childs

Contestant #2
Mary Ellen O’Gorman

Contestant #1
Martha Reynolds

Ms. Mature 2008
Sponsored by Heritage Se-

nior Center (a part of the City of
Irving Department of Parks and
Recreation)

The Ms. Mature Irving Pag-
eant strives to showcase the tal-
ents of senior citizens. It is our

goal to demonstrate the worth of
the senior citizen to the commu-
nity, and to choose someone
“young at heart” to represent the
City of Irving at official func-
tions.
     This is a beauty contest in

which the beauty of the spirit is
celebrated. The pageant is multi-
ethnic, and city wide. You can
register through any of the city
recreation centers throughout the
city. The following winners will
be selected at the pageant: Ms.
Mature Irving, a First runner up,
and a Congeniality award. Ms.
Mature will hold this title for one
year, and must be available to
speak and entertain at various city
functions. They are judged and
selected by professionals from the
fields of pubic service, entertain-
ment and journalism. The panel
of judges will be made up of rep-
resentatives from other cities,
who have not previously known
or met any of our contestants.

PAGEANT RULES
1. All contestants must be 60
years of age or older, and a resi-
dent of Irving for at least the past
consecutive year.
2. All contestants will compete in
three main areas:

1. Personality,
2. Talent,  and
3. Eveningwear.
The Personality presentation

will be three minutes. The Talent
presentation will be two minutes
45 seconds. During the
Eveningwear presentation each
contestant will model an evening
ensemble and answer a question
from the judges.

Read theRead theRead theRead theRead the
IrIrIrIrIr ving Ramblerving Ramblerving Ramblerving Ramblerving Rambler

online atonline atonline atonline atonline at
IrIrIrIrIrvingRambler.comvingRambler.comvingRambler.comvingRambler.comvingRambler.com
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Nicknames: Mom, MiMi, NaNa, Persons [but NEVER “Late for dinner”]!
Birthplace: The scenic southern tier - Upstate, NY [Johnson City].
Family: Ramon-the love of my life, two sons - James and Mark, three
daughters - Shelli, Beth and Mary and six grandchildren.
Community Involvement: Church, Meals on Wheels, Cancer walks, Arti-
san Arts Volunteer, Sr. Arts & Irving Art Center, Volunteer at Heritage
Senior Center.
Greatest Achievement: Becoming who and what God knew I was from the
moment of my birth!
Purpose in Entering the Ms. Mature Irving Pageant: It occurred to me
that it is time to give back to Irving what Irving has given to me!

Nicknames: Hershey Bar
Birthplace: Byers, TX
Family: The late Bobby Jack Sanders Jr., Pamela Baker Taylor and Robbie
Sanders Grand kids Jason, Jacob Baker and Zachary, Ashley Sanders.
Wonderful Husband Douglas Price.
Community Involvement: Second Vice President for the Irving Heritage
Advisory Council many volunteered hours of community service work-
ing with the senior citizens of Irving. I also help keep children safe by
working as a school crossing guard at the busy intersection of MacArthur
and Rock Island.
Greatest Achievement: Raising three great children.
Purpose in Entering the Ms. Mature Irving Pageant: To bring a voice to
the senior citizens of Irving and peer pressure of course.

Contestant #4
Judith Chapa

Contestant #5
Hersel Price

Chapel of Roses Funeral Home

1225 E. Irving Blvd. 75060
972-554-1031

Owned & Operated by
the Chism & Crouch

Families

Directors:
Harrell Chism
Charlotte Chism Waldrum

Offering:
Traditional Funeral Services
Cremation & Military Services

Congradulations JodyCongradulations JodyCongradulations JodyCongradulations JodyCongradulations Jody,,,,,
We love you!!We love you!!We love you!!We love you!!We love you!!

Nickname: Josy
Birthplace: New Orleans Louisiana
Family: one daughter, one grandson
Community Involvement: Greeter at First Baptist Irving; Irving Quilt Guild;
Red Hat Society; Heritage Senior Center; Irving Does.
Greatest Achievement: “growing with the times and adjusting to change.”
Purpose in Entering the Ms. Mature Irving Pageant: “To support and
give back to Irving, a beautiful and growing city.”

Contestant #6
Jody Smith-Jones

Linda Spencer and Cindy
Jones founded the Ms. Mature
Irving Pageant in 1982. The 1st

pageant was held at the senior
center. Assistant Parks and Rec-
reation Director Bill Thompson
served as the M.C.

The idea caught on, and a
great institution was born! For
the next year 1983 the pageant
moved to the Buena Vista The-
ater (now known as the Theater
In The Commons) and was held
there for the next six years. The
Irving Arts Center opened in
1990, and the Carpenter Theater
has been home to the Ms. Ma-
ture Irving Pageant since.

Many exciting things have
happened during the run of the
pageant. In 1990 for example we
had to use the stage set that was
being used for the Mrs. America
Pageant. The largest part of this
set involved a huge set of stairs,
which our ladies navigated beau-
tifully! One contestant, Vivian
Martin-Kleinwachter was per-
forming a  roller-skating routine
as her talent. She descended the
stairs ON HER ROLLER
SKATES! Another example of
the marvelous things that have
happened at the Ms. Mature Irv-
ing Pageant was the perfor-
mance at the 1992 of a young
girl singer from the Johnny High
Music Revue. Her name was
Leanne Rimes!

Based on the example of the
Ms. Mature Irving Pageant,
many other senior pageants
have come to life. Pageants in
San Angelo, San Antonio,
Abilene, and Corpus Christi
have been founded, as well as
the state pageant itself. From

Beaumont, to Abilene, to Dallas
our representatives have per-
formed admirably. First in win-
ning the state pageant in 1991
(Vivian Kleinwachter) and then
winning the talent competition in

the national pageant (Vivian
again, with her  roller-skating).
This will be our 26th year of hon-
oring senior ladies. All of the
Ms. Matures have been ex-
amples of what is best in senior

A history of  the Ms. Mature Irving Pageant
women. These lovely ladies are
vital members of the community
with a lot to contribute. It is our

hope that we will continue
showcasing them throughout the
21st Century and beyond.
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BIZ BRIEFS
A business activity report by the Irving Economic Development Partnership.

To see a list of all of our
investors or to share in the
benefits enjoyed by these

entities go to
www.irvingrambler.com

The Irving Economic Development
Partnership would like to thank
the following entities for their

continued support and investment in
our program:

ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

INVESTORS

Strategic InvestorStrategic InvestorStrategic InvestorStrategic InvestorStrategic Investor
City of Irving

Irving Convention & Visitors Bureau
Las Colinas Marketing Alliance

TIAA Realty, Inc. / Cousins
US-Mexico Chamber of Commerce

Chairman’s InvestorChairman’s InvestorChairman’s InvestorChairman’s InvestorChairman’s Investor
Aviall, Inc.
ExxonMobil

Flowserve Corporation
Microsoft

NEC Corporation of America
RIM

President’s InvestorPresident’s InvestorPresident’s InvestorPresident’s InvestorPresident’s Investor
AboveNet

Allstate Insurance
Atmos Energy

Avistas
Carrington Laboratories

Citi
Comerica Bank

DeVry University
EF Johnson Technologies, Inc.

Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP
IBM

Las Colinas Country Club
North Lake College

Oncor Electric Delivery
Reliant Energy
WaveTwo LLC

AboveNet

Commercial RealCommercial RealCommercial RealCommercial RealCommercial Real
Estate InvestorEstate InvestorEstate InvestorEstate InvestorEstate Investor

Archon Group
Coldwell Banker

Crow Holdings / Apollo Real Estate
Granite Properties
Jones Lang LaSalle

Koll Development Company
PS Business Parks

Staffelbach Design Associates
The Woodmont Company

Triple L Management Corporation

Partner InvestorPartner InvestorPartner InvestorPartner InvestorPartner Investor
Akili

Avaya
Classic Fare Catering

Compass Bank
DeLaPorte & Associates
Driver Pipeline Co., Inc.
Eisenberg & Associates

Frymire Services
Imlach & Collins Brothers

Irving ISD
James Hardie Building Products, Inc.

Knight Security Systems, LLC
Las Colinas Medical Center

Medco Health Solutions
Northup Grumman

Office Resource Group
Quantum Custom Homes
San Jacinto Public Affairs

University of Texas at Arlington /
College of Engineering
Villa’s Grill & Catering

Chamber’s Annual Meeting Presented by
Reliant Energy to Feature Lt. Gov. David
Dewhurst

The Greater Irving-Las Colinas Cham-
ber of Commerce’s Annual Meeting, pre-
sented by Reliant Energy, will be held on Nov.
19 and is pleased to welcome Texas Lt. Gov.
David Dewhurst as the distinguished guest
speaker.

The Annual Meeting will review the
Chamber’s goals from FY 2007/2008, discuss
the goals of the upcoming year and honor
the Chamber’s outgoing Chairwoman of the
Board Peggy Masters (Comerica Bank), and
welcome Carter Holston (NEC Corporation
of America) as the Chamber’s incoming Chair-
man. Texas Lt. Gov. Dewhurst will address
the attendees during a luncheon.

Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst is a native
Texan, proud veteran, successful business-
man, and rancher. He serves as President of
the Texas Senate and is proud of the broad
support he has earned during his tenure.
Dewhurst has been a long time community
and civic leader in his hometown of Hous-
ton, where he has served on various civic
and charitable boards.

The Annual Meeting will be held at the
Westin DFW Hotel, 4545 West John Carpen-
ter Freeway in Irving. For table and ticket
prices visit www.irvingchamber.com.To learn
more about the Annual Meeting contact
Vanessa Segovia with the Chamber, 214-217-
8473 or vsegovia@irvingchamber.com.

LIFESYNCH CHOOSES
LAS COLINAS

LifeSynch, formerly Corphealth Inc, has cho-
sen the new Opus West building on SH-114
at SH-161 near Hackberry Country Club, for
its new headquarters. LifeSynch is a behav-
ioral healthcare management company. They
leased 150,000 sq ft in the two new build-
ings. They will occupy all of building one
and a floor in building two. LifeSynch is a
wholly-owned subsidiary of Humana, a For-
tune 500 company. The Irving Economic De-
velopment Partnership has been working
with Corphealth Inc since April on this relo-
cation from Fort Worth. Ran Holman, vice
president of real estate development, stated
that the Las Colinas location was significant
in the decision-making process as it provides
the company with a larger labor pool.

VALLEY VIEW BUSINESS
CENTER EXPANDING

Proterra Properties is in the construction
phase of two new buildings totaling 555,560
sq ft for the Valley View Business Center lo-
cated on Valley View and FAA Boulevard.
The smaller building will be located on 7.5
acres at 5385 FAA Boulevard and the larger
414,960 sq ft building will be located at 1401
Valley View Lane. Omega Environmental Tech-
nologies has committed for more than 109,000
sq ft of the new space. The space will lease
at $3.40/sq ft triple net with negotiable ten-
ant improvement allowances. The buildings
are scheduled to be completed in early 2009.

HOARCE MANN SERVICES
CORP TO INTELLICENTER

Hoarce Mann Service Corp leased nearly
52,000 sq ft in the new Intellicenter building
located at 3701 Regent Boulevard. Horace
Mann is the largest multi-line insurance com-
pany focusing on serving educators. This
will be a regional office that will provide cus-
tomer support as well as provide training.
They plan to be located in the facility by

Dec. 15. Saxon Capital recently moved into
space in the Intellicenter.

DW ENERGY GROUP
LEASES IN LAS COLINAS

DW Energy Group leased 8,300 sq ft in the
Tower on Las Colinas at 909 Lake Carolyn
Parkway.

DALLAS BUSINESS JOURNAL
RECOGNIZES IRVING BUSINESSES

Irving insurance providers were recognized
as some of the largest in the Metroplex in-
cluding Cigna Healthcare for being one of
the largest preferred provider organizations
and health management organizations. Pa-
cific Life Insurance, Teachers Insurance and
Annuity Association, Connecticut General
Life Insurance and Allstate Insurance were
recognized as some of the largest life and
health insurers.

LAW OFFICES OFFER
1031 EXCHANGE SERVICES

The Law Offices of Sherin Thawer an-
nounced that they are now offering 1031 Ex-
change Services for clients in the DFW
Metroplex.  Thawer is located in Valley Ranch
at 305 Cimmaron Trail, Suite 140.

GAST ELECTED CHAIRWOMAN
Maura Gast, Executive Director of the Irving
Convention and Visitors Bureau, has been
elected Chairwoman of the board of direc-
tors for Destination Marketing Association
International.

REPUBLIC LAS COLINAS
NAMES EXECUTIVE CHEF

Kent Lemmons has been named Executive
Chef by Republic Las Colinas located at 525
Meadowcreek Drive in Irving.

MUSIC & MAGIC ON MAIN STREET
The Heritage District Festival, Music &
Magic on Main Street will be Sep. 27, 3:00
p.m. at the intersection of Irving Boulevard
and Main Street. There is no admission
charge. The festival will include a car show, a
kids’ area, various vendors, food, and pro-
fessional entertainers. The Cavalcade of
Stars will include impersonations of Reba
McIntire, Elton John, Roy Orbison and even
the King, Elvis. Illusionist Dave Thomas will
also be entertaining. This will be a great fam-
ily-friendly event. Chamber member Sigma
Mail Services (formerly Atesco Mailing Ser-
vices) will host a grand opening ribbon cut-
ting during the festival at 4:00pm in their new
location at 105 S. Main Street.

SMALL BUDGET MARKETING
FOR BIG BUDGET IMPACT

The Chamber is partnering with NeighborsGo
to host a forum Sep. 30, 7:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
featuring Lisa Dixon who will discuss how to
successfully use Small Budget Marketing for
Big Budget Impact. The seminar fee is $10
for Chamber members and $15 for prospec-
tive Chamber members. The seminar will be
held at the Wyndham DFW Airport North.
To register, contact Laura Besse at 214-977-
8911 or email lbesse@neighborsgo.com.

DON HERRING TOP SALES LEADER
Don Herring Mitsubishi was the top sales
Mitsubishi dealership in North Texas in Au-
gust, garnering 49% of all Mitsubishi’s sold.
Family owned and operated, Don Herring
consistently ranks among the leaders in Cus-
tomer and Sales Satisfaction. Don Herring

Mitsubishi has been in Irving since March
of 2005 and moved into their current location
at 2901 W. Airport Freeway in June of 2007. 

SWEET TOMATOES
OPENS IN IRVING

Irving’s newest restaurant, Sweet Tomatoes,
is located in the Hunter Plaza Shopping Cen-
ter at 1820 Market Place. Sweet Tomatoes
offers a rotating menu of more than 100 origi-
nal, made-fresh-daily recipes featuring sal-
ads, soups, bakery goods, and hot pasta
sauces at an all-you-care-to-eat price. Items
are showcased on a 45-foot salad bar and
prepared exhibition style every 20 minutes.
Sweet Tomatoes also offers catering pack-
ages.

CHAMBER  ACCEPTING REGISTRA-
TIONS,  PAYMENTS  ONLINE

The Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of
Commerce is now accepting event registra-
tion and payments online! Please visit,
www.irvingchamber.com, to view our online
calendar. You can register yourself and oth-
ers, securely pay online (if payment is nec-
essary), request more information about any
event, and set a reminder to be e-mailed to
you up to five days prior to the event. If you
have any questions about the new registra-
tion process, please call the main Chamber
number, 214-217-8484.

CHAMBER HAS NOTARIES ON STAFF
From federal documents to school health
forms, paperwork often requires a Notary
sign the document. Finding a Notary in close
proximity can be a challenge. The Greater Irv-
ing-Las Colinas Chamber has three notaries
on staff to assist you. This is another ex-
ample of the added value members receive
from the Chamber.

POST JOBS ON
CHAMBER JOB BANK

Take a moment to check out the Chamber’s
job bank – a service available to all current
and potential Chamber members. Contact
Alysia Piffero or call 214-217-8480.

For the latest business and economic devel-
opment news that happens in Irving and
North Texas, visit www.irvingchamber.com.

Please contact the
Chamber at

214.217.8484 if we
can assist you.

Main Office
5221 N. O’Connor Blvd., Ste. 100

Irving, TX 75039

Heritage District Office
301 W. Irving Blvd.

Irving TX 75060

Biz Briefs is provided by the Greater
Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of

Commerce which is solely responsible
for its content.



Over 6800 sq. ft.
of merchandise

We have everything from
new items to antiques

Furniture
Home Decor

Clothing

Managers Sale every Saturday

Toddler’s
Women’s Girls and Boy’s
NEW Men’s

Disabled American Veterans
2310 Rock Island @ Story

Irving, Texas 75060
Bargains For the Entire Family
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 ‘Technology Day’ means that
people and businesses all over
North Texas will celebrate the in-
creasingly important role that sci-
entific innovation plays in our busy,
everyday lives,” said Bill Sproull,
president and CEO of the MTBC.
“Our region has a rich technologi-
cal heritage and, as a region, we
must develop the resources and
talent that will keep us on the cut-
ting edge in terms of our

economy and quality of life.”
“Technology Day” coincides

with the MTBC’s 8th Annual Tech
Titans and Fast 50 Awards event,
which recognizes outstanding in-
formation technology companies
and individuals who made contri-
butions during the past year lo-
cally, as well as to the technology
industry overall. More information
is available at
www.metroplextbc.org/techtitans.

Provided by Lindsay Stout
The construction and real es-

tate slowdown hasn’t had an im-
pact on NYLO Hotels’ latest
project. With the topmost structural
beams now in place, the brand is
celebrating the “topping off” of its
new Dallas / Las Colinas hotel. The
loft-lifestyle brand, which launched
its first property in Plano, currently
is ahead of schedule with its sec-
ond Metroplex location. The NYLO
Dallas / Las Colinas Hotel broke
ground in late April and is sched-
uled to open during the spring of
2009.

“We’re proud to announce that
the construction of the NYLO Dal-
las / Las Colinas Hotel is ahead of
projected plans,” said Patrick
O’Neil, executive vice president of
operations for NYLO Hotels. “Our

unique construction style, previ-
ous building experience and our
general contractor Key Construc-
tion, have given us the edge with
the new property in Irving. Being
ahead of schedule is just the reflec-
tion of everybody’s hard work and
dedication to this project.”

Throughout the remainder of
the building period, NYLO execu-
tives expect the construction of the
NYLO property to continue to ad-
vance ahead of the original
timetable. Once open, NYLO will
employ approximately 95 people.
For more information on career op-
portunities, please contact
careers@nylohotels.com.

“NYLO offers consumers a
unique product at an affordable
price in great locations across the
country, and that’s why we believe

Provided by Joshua Brost
Could the “lunch hour” be fac-

ing extinction? According to a re-
cent survey, executives polled said
their average lunch break is 35 min-
utes — seven minutes less than
what they reported five years ago.
Managers also admitted they work
through lunch more than half of the
workweek.

The survey was developed by
OfficeTeam, a staffing service spe-
cializing in administrative profes-
sionals. It was conducted by an in-
dependent research firm and is
based on telephone interviews with
150 randomly selected senior ex-
ecutives at the 1,000 largest com-
panies in the United States.

Executives were asked, “What
is the average length of your typi-
cal lunch break?” The mean re-
sponse was 35 minutes, compared
to 42 minutes in 2003.

Survey respondents also were
asked, “How many days each week,
on average, do you work through
lunch?” The mean response was
three days. (The question was not
asked in 2003.)

“In today’s 24/7 workplace, a
lunch break often takes a back seat
to e-mails, phone calls, meetings
and pressing deadlines,” said Dave
Willmer, executive director of
OfficeTeam. “Many people are do-
ing more work with fewer resources
and, therefore, putting in more time
at their desks. Some may also be
working across time zones and for-

NorNorNorNorNorth Tth Tth Tth Tth Teeeeexas commission celebrates tech innoxas commission celebrates tech innoxas commission celebrates tech innoxas commission celebrates tech innoxas commission celebrates tech innovationsvationsvationsvationsvations,,,,, economic impact economic impact economic impact economic impact economic impact
Provided by Alex Wolfe

The Metroplex Technology
Business Council (MTBC), the larg-
est technology trade association in
Texas, joined thirteen North Texas
cities and the North Texas Commis-
sion in proclaiming Sep. 26 “Tech-
nology Day.” The proclamation ac-
knowledges and celebrates the im-
portance of technology to the
region’s economic prosperity, qual-
ity of life and security.

Cities observing “Technology
Day” include Addison, Allen,
Bridgeport, Coppell, Dallas,
Denton, Farmers Branch, Fort

Worth, Frisco, Garland, Irving,
Plano and Richardson.

North Texas is one of the lead-
ing centers for technology busi-
ness and innovation both in the
U.S. and globally. The AeA (Ameri-
can Electronics Association) re-
cently ranked the Dallas-Fort
Worth area fifth among U.S. cities
in high-tech employment, with ap-
proximately 176,000 high-tech
workers. In addition, the Dallas-
Fort Worth area ranked second na-
tionwide for employment
in both the telecommunications ser-
vices and internet services sectors,

and the region is also home to one-
half of Texas’
technology workforce.

DFW and surrounding com-
munities have given rise to such
revolutionary technological break-
throughs as:

The integrated circuit, in-
vented by Jack Kilby of Texas In-
struments in 1958.
The automated teller machine
 (ATM), invented by Don Wetzel
of Docutel in 1968.
Voice mail, invented by Gordon
Matthews of VMX in 1979.

“Widespread support of

we’re continuing to grow in a hurt-
ing economy,” O’Neil said. “NYLO
Dallas / Las Colinas is our largest
hotel to date with 200 rooms, 7,000
square feet of meeting space, a
3,300 square-foot three-meal restau-
rant, and an amazing 7,500 square-
foot courtyard featuring two heated
pools, an outdoor bar and ca-
banas.”

The NYLO Dallas / Las Colinas
location will feature The Loft, a cen-
tral gathering area that includes a
bar and lounge, game room, library,
and original artwork and entertain-
ment by local artists. The hotel also
will include 7,000 square feet of flex-
ible meeting space, including board-
rooms, pre-function areas and ball-
rooms for guests, local businesses
and consumers.

going lunch breaks to accommo-
date their colleagues’ schedules.”

But Willmer cautioned that
professionals need time away from
their desks to recharge and remain
productive.

“Managers set an example for
their staff. If they don’t take a break
for lunch, their employees may feel
inclined to do the same,” he said.

OfficeTeam provides the fol-
lowing tips for taking back the
shrinking lunch break:

Plan your day. Schedule your
break to fall between projects, if
possible, and set morning dead-
lines for important tasks so you can
relax over lunch.

Schedule lunch with col-
leagues. During a busy period,
change a team meeting to a work-
ing lunch outside the office. The
time away will improve your energy
while maintaining productivity.

Book an appointment. Block
off your online calendar so cowork-
ers don’t schedule calls or meet-
ings during that time. Be flexible,
though, if there are no other op-
tions.

Step away from the desk. If you
are unable to leave your building
for lunch, take a walk around the
office. If possible, eat in the lunch
room or break area with colleagues.

Put work aside. If you have to
be near your computer or phone,
face your chair away and do a
nonwork activity, such as reading
a newspaper or magazine.

Development of NYLO Dallas / Las
Colinas hotel ahead of schedule

Survey reveals executives’
lunch breaks disappearing



*LAKEVIEW TERRACE    PG13
1:40    5:00    7:35    10:10

*EAGLE EYE    PG13
1:35    4:10    4:40    7:00    7:30

9:45    10:15
*GHOST TOWN    PG13
1:55    4:30    6:55    9:30

IGOR    PG
1:00    3:10    5:20    7:30    9:40

TYLER PERRY’S  FAMILY THAT
PREYS    PG13

1:35    4:20    7:10    9:45
NIGHTS IN RODANTHE    PG

12:55    3:15    5:35    7:55
10:15

BURN AFTER READING    R
2:15    5:15    7:45    10:10

MY BEST FRIENDS GIRL    R
1:10    4:45    7:20    9:50

TRAITOR    PG13
1:20    4:15    7:05    9:35
RIGHTEOUS KILL    R

2:10    5:10    7:35    10:00
TROPIC THUNDER    PG13

1:55    4:40    7:25    10:05
THE DARK KNIGHT    PG13

1:25    4:50    8:15

Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater
Why wait in lines? PUCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

# NO PASSES
* FULLY RESTRICTED

FALL SPECIALS
Every Day

1st movie before 6pm is $4.50 per adult ticket
Two for One Tuesday

Buy one adult ticket at regular price and get one ticket free

Matt is a member of the North Texas
Film Critics Association (NTFCA)
and hosts the weekly syndicated
Indie Rock Radio Show Spin 180.
Plus with his wife Cindy they do a
weekly radio feature, The Mungles
on Movies. For additional reviews
and interview clips visit
www.mungleshow.com.

Opinions expressed in any
commentary are those of the writer,
and not necessarily those of The Irv-
ing Rambler, the publisher, editor,
or any staff member.

Mungles
on Movies

By Matt Mungle
Title: Lake View Terrace
Rated: PG-13

When I saw the preview for the
new film thriller, Lake View Terrace,
I sort of rolled my eyes. These films
have been done over and over
again. A young couple move into a
new neighborhood only to be ter-
rorized by the guy/girl/couple next
door.

Often, as is the case here, the
one terrorizing happens to be part
of the local police force and thus
seems to be able to get away with
what ever they want. Luckily this

sub route. There is an element of
respect between the two characters
but anything else on screen would
have looked awkward.

Eagle Eye is rated PG-13 for
intense sequences of action and
violence, and for language. Cer-
tainly safe for your younger teens,
and they might enjoy it more than
those of us cynical about the cyber
world and what it can and can’t do.
All and all, look past the ridiculous
plot and you will find a well acted
fast paced entertaining time at the
theater. I give it 3.5 out of 5 green
lights. And yes, the government
knows the rating I just gave it, after
all, I typed this on a computer.

Even big brother finds this hard to believe

Good fences make good
neighbors: Or you can just move
one has Samuel L Jackson which is
one move in the right direction and
possibly the saving element. This
agenda fueled thriller was certainly
entertaining but a little too heavy
handed for its own good.

When Chris (Patrick Wilson)
and Lisa (Kerry Washington), a
young interracial couple, move into
an LA suburb they have hopes of
settling in and beginning their life
together. Right away they bump
heads with Abel (Samuel L.
Jackson), the stern, single parent
next door who has a lot of rules and
an apparent disapproval of Chris

and Lisa’s relationship. Abel does
everything he can to make their lives
miserable which is the root of this
film’s tension. I went home that
night thanking God that my neigh-
bors are in the ballpark of sane. I
can’t imagine adding to the already
over whelming stress of new home
ownership. Also, in regards to the
next door tension, the writers did a
good job of keeping the situations
somewhat realistic. I could imagine
most of the scenarios popping up
in everyday suburban life.

Lake View Terrace has all the
right elements, but doesn’t seem to
know when to say when as it per-
tains to the root problem in the
story. The interracial message and
issues that arise from prejudice was

very clear yet the writers felt like
they had a point to make by bring-
ing in every scenario they could
manage. This redundancy caused
the film to feel longer than it is and
by the end you are just ready for it
to be over with. True it is entertain-
ing for the most part and Jackson is
perfect as the hard nosed cop who
seems to find no pleasure in life. He
is intimidating, self destructive and
easy to hate. But as much as you
can’t stand his character you still
love Samuel in the role. Abel is a
character you can almost sympa-
thize with as his story unfolds.
Though he handles his problems
in a negative fashion it shows how
unchecked anger can become a
dangerous beast.

There are very few surprises
in this movie and the predictability
is high so to truly enjoy it you need
to go in and just have fun with it.
Which is hard to do at times given
the racial tension of the plot’s core.
But it is doable. The stress runs
high, which you need in this type
movie, so in theory it does work.
Lake View Terrace is rated PG-13
for intense thematic material, vio-
lence, sexuality, language and some
drug references. It is safe for those
over 13 and each of the mentioned
content is not over done. I give it
3.5 out of 5 security lights. I think
with the right mindset and the love
to hate character of Abel, you may
find this an entertaining film.
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ADVERTISING PRICES
First 15 words $7.00
Each additional word $0.20

Bold, Caps, border $7.00

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.  When
you place a classified advertisement in the Rambler, we publish it
online at no additional charge. The Irving Rambler does not accept
submission of an advertisement as a commitment to publish.  Pub-
lication of an advertisement does not create an obligation to con-
tinue publishing.  The Irving Rambler reserves the right to refuse to
publish any advertisement for any reason.  Ads promoting hate
groups, or including inappropriate material will not be published.
E-mail addresses will only be published if included in the copy of
your classified ad.

To purchase classified ads call 214-675-6493.

Classic 1986 Chev Camaro
8-cylinder, Red/Black with T-Tops
Best Offer Call Amy at 214.418.6000

WORK WANTED

GARAGE SALE

ITEMS FOR SALE

White Amana Gas Stove
Top of the line model. Moved to

new location with electric hookups
not gas. 214-675-9160

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENTS

HELP WANTED

WANTED
Paint Work

Rental Properties / Rehab
Residential / Sheetrock Repair

Tub refinishing
Small Jobs ok

Call Curtis 214.557.8074

CAR FOR SALE

HOUSE FOR SALE

4022 Fairbanks Ct,
Irving TX 75062

3 bedroms; 2 full baths; 2 car
garage; family room with

fireplace; large fenced back yard
in a quiet cul-de-sac. Seller is
motivated to sell quickly. All

offers will be considered.
Call 972-256-2680

for appointment to see.

HOUSE FOR SALE

Old Sci-Fi collectibles for sale
214-675-9160

FOR SALE-Hot Wheels Collection-
Treasure Hunts, Final Runs and
many other series 972-438-4522

MECHANIC HELPERS
Construction/Crushing equipment,

Grand Prairie, call Mark
at 972.264.0540 J09H

Friday nights for three to
four hours.

Local Route
--- Must have own car and cell
phone.
---Must be able to read and
follow instructions in english.

Call
214-675-6493

CARRIER
NEEDED

Irving Estate Sale
1928 Canterbury
Oct 27 Saturday

9 – 4
Collectibles   Furniture

Household Items   Glassware

Mega Garage Sale
Benefit for Grant Story Fund

Friday, Oct. 3 and Saturday, Oct. 4
8:00 am – 4:00 pm

First Christian Church Family Life
Center

210 E. 7th St, Irving

TWO CEMETERY LOTS FOR SALE
at Oak Grove Memorial Gardens

in the Valor Ridge (military) section.
$2,000 each – BIG SAVINGS!

Call Joan 254.339.5528

CEMETERY LOTS
FOR SALE

By Matt Mungle
Title: Eagle Eye
Rated: PG-13

Does something have to be be-
lievable or plausible to be entertain-
ing? That is the first big question
that you need to ask yourself be-
fore laying down hard earned
money to see the new action thriller
Eagle Eye. Can you put aside over
the top conspiracy theories and
computer systems that can do prac-
tically anything when the plot calls
for it but nothing at all when the
good guys need to escape? If you
can do that, then I think you will
find the latest D.J Caruso directed
film quite entertaining indeed. But
don’t try to think too much about
the story or you will just end up
frustrated.

Jerry Shaw (Shia LaBeouf) has
just returned from his brother’s fu-
neral to find his house full of terror-
ist materials and his bank account
overflowing with cash. Before he
can even try to figure out what is
happening the FBI is on his door-
step and a mysterious woman is on
the phone encouraging him to es-
cape. At the same time, Rachel
Holloman (Michelle Monaghan) is
receiving the same phone calls with
messages to do as she is told or
forfeit her young son’s safety. Jerry
and Rachel find themselves strang-
ers thrown together in a race against
the feds to try and find out who to
trust and why they have been tar-
geted by the voice on the phone.

Eagle Eye has action galore
that includes shoot outs, un-sur-
vivable car chases and cliché mili-
tary maneuvers. They are shot well
and keep you on the edge of your
seat. Also the basic mystery to the
film is quite intriguing. The writers
keep you guessing as to the mo-
tive behind the strange phone calls
and you aren’t sure who is behind
it all. Though once you find out you
will wish you hadn’t. Jerry and
Rachel are being pursued by FBI
agent Thomas Morgan (Billy Bob
Thornton) and an Air Force agent
(Rosario Dawson). Both have dif-
ferent reasons for getting to the
truth which adds a side conflict as
well. These fundamentals alone rank
it high on the entertainment scale.
But beware the laughable story line
that holds these rudiments to-
gether.

We are all aware of the big
brother conspiracy theories of our
government. That through cell
phones, traffic cams, computer net-
works and satellites we are never

alone and always in monitoring dis-
tance. But the liberties this film
takes with using that to further their
story is so outrageous it almost
sidelines the entire picture. In this
day and age the idea of a Hal 9000
offspring is not as intriguing as it
was in the 70’s 2001 A Space Od-
yssey seems silly for those of us
now living in 2008. So I had a hard
time putting aside the computer
networking parts of Eagle Eye.

I must give quick kudos to the
cast of this one. LaBeouf contin-
ues to become my favorite young
actor with each film he does. We
often forget that this deeply brood-
ing intense guy is only 22 years old.
Sure he looks 17 but he is solid and
serious about his performances’
and never once falls short of deliv-
ering the goods. Thornton too is
always spot on. Though he is mel-
lowing slightly with age he still has
a spark to his eye that can bring
intensity when needed. Monaghan
is 10 years Shia’s senior and has a
hard time keeping up at times with
the solid performing. Thankfully
the writers didn’t go the romantic



Continuing
The Tradition

“The Right Choice
for Over 50 Years.”

BROWN’S MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Ben F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. Brown

Funeral Directors: Gary Westerman
Michael McVey

Jason Rand

Brown Family Owned and Operated.

972-254-4242
www.brownmem.com

Church & Chapel Services
Local, Out of Town Services & Burials

Memorials
Cremation

Memories Flowers

Serving Irving  families
since 1963

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

OBITUARIES
JUANITA

C.  BAILEY
Juanita C. Bailey, of Irving, passed
away Sep. 21, 2008.

She was born Oct. 5, 1913 in
Kerens, TX. She was the Director
of Brother Bill’s Helping Hand Mis-
sion and served the community and
the Lord for more than 60 years.

Preceded in death by her broth-
ers Bertrand Brown and Foy Brown,
sister Ila Mae Goodwin, and grand-
son Troy Cason, survivors include
her sons Kenneth Bailey and wife
Laura of Tyler, and Donald “Butch”
Bailey of Irving; daughter Dorothy
F. Cason and husband Milton of
Irving; 6 grandchildren; 13 great
grandchildren; and 3 great-great
grandchildren.

Funeral services were held
Sep. 24 at Oak View Baptist Church
with Rev. Wallace Philpot officiat-
ing. Interment followed at Grove Hill
Memorial Park in Dallas. Memorial
donations may be made to Brother
Bill’s Helping Hand Mission, P.O.
Box 565846, Dallas, TX 75356.

BETTYE
JUNE  OLIVE

Bettye June Ol-
ive, of Irving,
passed away
Sep.18, 2008.
    She was born
April 26, 1927 in
San Antonio.
She enjoyed E-

bay, high school reunion planning,
and her dogs Sissy and Buddy.

Preceded in death by her hus-
band of 57 years in 2004, survivors
include her sons Jay Robert Olive
and wife Melinda of Garland, and
James Michael Olive of Irving;
grandchildren Stacy Nettles and
husband Bert, Corey Olive,
Michelle Olive, and Kelli Olive; and
great grandchildren Trevor and
Tyler Collins.

Funeral services were held
Sep. 23 at Brown’s Memorial Chapel
with Phillip May officiating. Inter-
ment followed at DFW National
Cemetery in Dallas.

JIM
“GRANDPA” OWENS

   Jim “Grandpa”
Owens, of Irv-
ing, passed
away Sep. 17,
2008.
  He was born
Oct. 31, 1942 in
Paducah, KY.

Jim served in the Air Force and was
a Vietnam veteran.

Survivors include his sons
Jimmy Owens, and Jesse Owens,
and daughter Tonya Owens, all of
Irving; sister Donna Dyson of Or-
lando, FL; five grandchildren; and
two nephews.

Funeral services were held
Sep. 24 at DFW National Cemetery,
2000 Mountain Creek Pkwy. in Dal-
las. Arrangements made by Brown’s
Memorial Funeral Home.

SARAH
O.  KNOUSE

Sarah O.
Knouse, age 95,
a resident of Irv-
ing from 1956
until 1998, died
Sep. 18, 2008 at
a Denton hospi-
tal.

Born Oct. 20, 1912 in Haskell,
TX, she married Lynn Leslie
Knouse May 10, 1936 in Rochester,
TX. She was a member of the First
United Methodist Church in Irving,
and had been very active in the Irv-
ing Senior Citizens and Irving
Swingers Dance group.

Preceded in death by her hus-
band in 1986, and brothers, Luther,
Frank, and Luther A. Greer, she is
survived by her son, attorney, John
Knouse of Frisco; granddaughter,
Jennifer Ann Knouse; brother, Tom
Greer; sister, Ina Ruth Walcott; and
nieces, Martha Rose Green of St.
Louis, MO, Patty Sue Greer of Fort
Worth, Lindslee Kerr of San Anto-
nio, Dorian Girard of Austin, and
Sandra Morris of Keller.

Funeral service was Sep. 22 at
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home

Chapel with Rev. David Turner of-
ficiating. Burial was at Oak Grove
Memorial Gardens. Friends were
received by the family Sunday at
the funeral home.

AL  R.  TIPPS
Al R. Tipps, age
58, a resident of
Irving for 32
years, died Sep.
18, 2008 in Irv-
ing.

B o r n
Aug. 1, 1950 in

Dallas to Alvin Boyd Tipps and
Gwanetta Austell Tipps, Al married
Brenda Perraut on Jan. 7, 1977 in
Irving.

Preceded in death by his fa-
ther, he is survived by his wife,
Brenda of Irving; sons, Kevin
Tipps of Lewisville and Andrew
Tipps of South Carolina; mother,
Nita Tipps of Dallas; brother, Lee
Tipps and wife Cookie of Dallas;
and numerous nieces and neph-
ews.

Visitation was Monday at the
funeral home. Service was Sep. 23
at Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral
Home Chapel with Rev. Robert
Degner officiating. Interment fol-
lowed at Restland Memorial Park in
Dallas. Memorial contributions may
be made to Vitas Hospice, 8585
Stemmons Freeway, #700S, Dallas,
TX 75247.

BACEL
E.  COOK

February 22, 1922 – September 16,
2008. A resident of Fredericksburg,
Texas for five years, formerly of Irv-
ing for more than 30 years, Bacel
died Tuesday in a Fredericksburg
nursing center at the age of 86.

Born and raised in Dallas  he
was the son of Edgar A. Cook and
Bonnie C. Sorrells Cook. He retired
from Houk Air Conditioning Com-
pany.

Survivors include his daugh-
ter, Norma Jean Pendley of Dallas;
son, Douglas A. Cook and wife Sue
of Duncanville; daughter, Kathleen
Cook of Azle; step-sons, Jim
Swafford and wife Jackie of Dallas,
John Swafford of Houston, Joe
Swafford and wife Lauralynn of
Georgia and Tim Swafford and wife
Gaylene of Houston; step-daugh-
ters, Cynthia Johnson and husband
Ray of Aledo and Susan Stringer
and husband David of Keller; 14
grandchildren; 7 great grandchil-
dren; sister, Doris Kennedy of
Fredericksburg; nephews, Larry
Kennedy and wife Donna of Haltom
City and Carroll Kennedy and wife
Cindy of London, England.

Visitation was Sep. 22 before
the service at Donnelly’s Colonial
Funeral Home Chapel with Rev. Ken
Parlin officiating. Interment service
was Monday at Dallas-Fort Worth
National Cemetery, Lane B.

DONALD
LEN  CHRISTY

Donald Len Christy, 53, passed
away on Sep. 21, 2008 in Irving. 

He was born on May 16, 1955
in Dallas to Roscoe & Lorene
Christy. Don was a resident of Irv-
ing most of his life where he at-
tended and graduated from Irving
schools. He was an electrician for
Fisk Electrical Company. 

He was preceded in death by
his father, Roscoe Christy and sis-

ter, Frances Beard. He is survived
by his wife, Denisa Christy of Irv-
ing, son, Alan Christy of Lewisville,
mother and step-father, Lorene and
Loyie Evans and brother, Dennis
Christy all of Irving. 

Funeral services were held on Sep.
24 at First Baptist Church - Irving.
Interment followed at Oak Grove
Memorial Gardens. Funeral ar-
rangements conducted under the
direction of Chapel of Roses Fu-
neral Home.

CLARA
McKNIGHT

 Clara
McKnight, age
85, a resident of
Irving since
1962, died Sep.
23, 2008 at an
Irving hospital.

Born Oct. 14, 1922 in Houston
she was a member of Plymouth Park
United Methodist Church in Irving,
Order of the Eastern Star and a vol-
unteer at Irving Community Hospi-
tal for 29 years.

Preceded in death by her hus-
band, Harry McKnight, Jr. in 1979,
two brothers and two sisters.

Survivors include her sons,
Bryan McKnight and wife Barbara
of Coppell and Jeff McKnight of
Irving; four grandchildren, Chris-
topher McKnight, Taylor
McKnight, Sidney McKnight and
Lindsey McKnight.

Graveside service will be 10
a.m., Sep. 26 at Oak Grove Memo-
rial Gardens in Irving. A Memorial
Service was held Friday, at Ply-
mouth Park United Methodist
Church in Irving with Rev. Dana
Norton officiating. The family will
received friends Thursday at
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home.

JAMES
GORDEN  DAY

James Gorden
Day of Irving
passed away
Sep. 23, 2008.
    He was born
on April 27, 1923
in Hugo, OK. He

was a US Army veteran and later
worked for the Irving Independent
School District as the Administra-
tive Assistant to Dr. Townley from

1969 to 1980.
He is survived by wife Patricia

Day of Irving; son Doug Gallemore
and wife Marian of Richardson;
daughters Cynthia and husband Ri-
chard Perlman of E. Port, NY;
Claudia and husband Darwin Smith
of Arlington; Diane Gallemore of
Los Angeles, CA; 8 grandchildren
and 9 great-grandchildren; broth-
ers-in-law Don Abbott; Tom Abbott
and niece Ann Ryan.

Memorial services were held
Sep. 26 at Brown’s Memorial Fu-
neral Home. Inurnment will follow
at a later date at The DFW National
Cemetery.

MELVIN
WYLIE

Melvin Wylie
preceded in
death by his
wife, Pauline
Wylie; brother,
William T.
Wylie; and sis-
ter, Edna M.

Sawyers. Survived by daughter,
Janis Wylie; brothers, Benny J.
Wylie, and J. T. Wylie, and sister,
Dorothy H. Adamson.

BETSY
COLTHARP

Betsy Coltharp, age 68, died, Sep.
23, 2008 at Irving.

Betsy was born, May 23, 1940
in Waco to David Edgar and Betty
King Williams. She graduated from
Texas Tech and pursued a career in
teaching at Richfield High School
in Waco from 1963-1982 and
Newman Smith High School of
Carrollton from 1983-1996. Betsy
enjoyed photography and adored
her grandchildren and her dog,
Garth.

Preceded in death by her par-
ents David and Betty Williams; hus-
band, Larry David Coltharp and a
sister, Janet Dodd Sulak, she is sur-
vived by daughters, Laura Eliza-
beth and husband Chad Ewing of
Keller and Janet Michelle and hus-
band David Baxter of Haltom City;
grandchildren Lane and Levi.

A graveside service will Sep.
27 at 12:30 p.m. at Oakwood Cem-
etery in Waco. Memorials may be
made to the Edna Gladney Founda-
tion, 6300 John Ryan Drive, Ft.
Worth, TX 76132-4122.
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Chapel of Roses Funeral Home

1225 E. Irving Blvd. 75060
972-554-1031

Owned & Operated by the Chism &
Crouch Families

Directors:
Charlotte Chism Waldrum
Harrell Chism
Austin E. Raney

Offering:
Traditional Funeral Services
Cremation
Military Services

www.ChapelofRosesfh.com

ACCEPTING ALL Pre-Need Funerals

We Provide The Personal Touch
David & Carla Davis,

Owners & Licenced Funeral Directors

972-259-7644129 S. O’Connor
Irving, TX 75060

Irving’s oldest funeral home

OBITUARIES
LUCILLE

DULWORTH
 Lucille
Dulworth of
G r a p e v i n e
passed away
Sep. 22, 2008.

S h e
was born on
March 1, 1913 in

Shawnee, OK. She was a 50 year
member of The Eastern Star.

She is preceded in death by
husband Harrison Dulworth; son
Donald Dulworth and daughter
Doris Matlock; survivors include
sons Bill Dulworth and wife Maxine
of Grand Prairie; Roy Dulworth and
wife Lynda of Grapevine; daugh-
ter-in-law Marzie and husband J.M.
Butler of Burkburnett, TX; 9 grand-
children; 13 great-grandchildren
and 4 great-great grandchildren.

Memorial services were held
Sep. 27 at Brown’s Memorial Fu-
neral Home Chapel with Tommy and
Janella Cornstubble officiating.

MAE  FRANCES
BARKLEY-COOK

Mae Frances Barkley-Cook was
born Sep. 4,1927 in Bastrop, LA, the
second and youngest child born to
the union of Mrs. Mamie Moore-
Barkley, an educator and Reverend
l. L. Barkley, an African Methodist
Episcopal Minister.

Mae Frances and her older sis-
ter were reared by their mother and
devoted grandmother, Mrs. Mariah
Greenberry. Observing Christian
principals, achieving educational
goals and, above all, following the
“Golden Rule” for daily living was
instilled during their childhood. As
a young student, Mae attended
both Sunday School and BYPU at
her family church, Magnolia Mis-
sionary Baptist Church; she was
the pianist for the Sunday School
Program. Mae was a talented so-

prano soloist.
She began her education sing-

ing in the school choir at
Morehouse Parish Training
School. After high school gradua-
tion, she attended Spelman College
in Atlanta, GA participating in both
the Mass Choir and the Glee Club.
Later, Mae attended Grambling Uni-
versity in Grambling, LA earning a
B. A. Degree in Secondary Educa-
tion, and a Masters Degree in Lan-
guage Arts and Literature from the
University of Minnesota in Minne-
apolis, MN.

Mae Frances married Robert
Cook (preceded her in death) and
to their union were born four chil-
dren: Robert Jr., Raphael (preceded
her in death), James and Cynthia
Marie. Mae enjoyed the challenge
of educating young minds. She was
one of the first teachers in the
Headstart Program in the Seattle
Public School District. Her knowl-
edge and skills have touched the
lives of many students from pre-
school through high school, begin-
ning with Morehouse Parish Train-
ing School in Bastrop, LA on to
Garfield High School and Stevens
Elementary School in Seattle, WA
and finally in New Orleans, LA at
St. Augustine Catholic School.

Mae Frances Barkley-Cook
leaves to mourn her passing: her
children, Robert M. (Diane), Min-
neapolis, James C., Irving, Cynthia
M. Cook, Minneapolis; grandchil-
dren, great grandchildren, great
great grandchildren; sister T. Marie
Floyd (F.L.), Seattle, WA; 8 nieces,
5 nephews, and her favorite cous-
ins Mrs. Olive Fisher (Joseph),
Denver, CO and Mrs. Myrtle Hogg,
Bastrop, LA. Mae will be forever
missed by her family and friends.

Service at Greater Magnolia
Missionary Baptist Church,
Bastrop, LA, 1 P.M., Saturday, Sep-
tember 27, 2008

Visitation was held from 6 to 8 p.m.,
Friday at Donnelly’s Colonial Fu-
neral Home.

LaDELLE  DAVISON
BLACKBURN

 LaDelle
D a v i s o n
Blackburn, age
90, passed away
peacefully on
Sep. 24, 2008.
She was born
March 21, 1918

in Sulphur Springs, TX to Thomas
Job and Annie Lois Davison.

She was preceded in death by
her parents, brothers Garth, Joe
Charles and E.C. Davison and her
husband of 66 years, Raymond
Blackburn.

She is survived by her daugh-
ter and son-in-law Sharon and John
Davis of Dallas and son and daugh-
ter-in-law Russell and Robin
Blackburn of Garland and sister-in-
law Helen Davison of Atlanta, GA.
LaDelle had four grandchildren
Heather Kimbell, Colin Davis,
Adrienne Charles and Justin
Blackburn. She was also blessed
with six great-grandchildren Chance
Kimbell, Jacob Kimbell, Kierstin
Kimbell, Korbin Blackburn, Spen-
cer Davis and Sophia Davis.

She graduated from Draughn’s
Business College in Dallas and held
several jobs until their move to Irv-
ing in 1954. She was a real estate
broker and partner in Central Real
Estate in Irving for 17 years and
owner with her husband of
Blackburn Optical in Irving for 18
years. She was a founding member

of Plymouth Park Methodist
Church and active since 1956.
LaDelle was a 35 year member and
past president of the Irving Health
Care Auxiliary with almost 6,000 vol-
unteer hours at Baylor Irving Hos-
pital. She retired in 2007 after 20
years of service from the Irving
Convention and Visitors Bureau.
She was the original “Golden Girl”
at the Bureau serving as an ambas-
sador for the city, an on-site con-
cierge and a customer service men-
tor and trainer. At the Irving City
Council meeting in June of this year
she was presented with a High Spir-
ited Citizen award from the City of
Irving for her longtime dedication
and service to the community.

There will be a private burial
with a Memorial Service at 11:00
a.m., Sep. 30 at Plymouth Park
United Methodist Church, 1615 W.
Airport Freeway, Irving. In lieu of
flowers, the family requests memo-
rials to the Baylor Irving Auxiliary
Memorial Fund, 1901 N. MacArthur,
Irving, TX 75061.

WALDO
RAYMOND  LaVIGNE

 Waldo
R a y m o n d
LaVigne, of Irv-
ing, passed
away Sep. 25,
2008.

He was
born July 18,

1932 in New Orleans, LA. He was a
member of Grace Pointe Church in
Irving. Waldo enjoyed fishing and
repairing anything broken.

Survivors include his wife
Carol LaVigne; children Raymond
LaVigne, Michael LaVigne, Craig
LaVigne, Janelle LaVigne, Kerrie
Lepai, Kelly Weiss; and 10 grand-
children, Chanel and Kaleb
LaVigne, Nathanael and Maiya
LaVigne, Dominique, Isaac and
Isaiah LaVigne, Danielle LaVigne,
Brittany Wilson, and Christopher
Lepai; sisters Lorraine Isedore and
Grace Lumas.

Graveside services will be held
at 2 p.m. Sep. 29 at DFW National
Cemetery in Dallas. Visitation is 2-4
p.m. Sunday at Brown’s Memorial
Funeral Home.

CHARLENE
NORRIS

Charlene Norris, age 70, was a resi-
dent of Irving for 32 years. She died
Sep. 20, 2008 in an Irving hospital.

Born June 10, 1938 in Big
Spring, TX to Charlie and Helen
Evaline Miller Tyler, she grew up in
Arizona. Charlene married Bob
Edwin Norris on Jan. 5, 1958 in Big
Spring.

Survivors include her hus-
band, Bob of Henderson; daugh-
ter, Jo Lynda Wallace and husband
Terry of Irving; daughter, Le Jean
Bobbette Pope and husband Mark
of Sulphur Springs; grandchildren,
Tayci Wallace and Spencer Wallace;
brothers, Bill Tyler of Oklahoma,
Wesley Tyler of Krum and Robert
Tyler of Alabama; and sister, Clara
Ann Donohue of Missouri.

KINGDOM SENIOR SOLUTIONS
Joan Black - Van Zandt

Medicare Supplements,
Medicare Advantage plans, Prescription Drug plans,
Rollovers, Fixed Annuities & Long Term Care Insurance.

Office  469-713-1862
Fax 469-324-2971

1400 W. Irving Blvd. Ste., 201
Irving, TX. 75061

www.kingdomseniorsolutions.com

Seniors 55+
New Move-Ins only

Call 972-790-9272
for details or come by

for a tour of the property

Park Manor Apartments
2934 W. Pioneer Drive, Irving

Email: park_manor@att.net

FREE RENT

Housing Vouchers Accepted

Up to $1500

Provided by Gene Olafsen
Denise Demonbreun, an Irving

resident for more than 40 years, re-
cently received the Irving Commu-
nity Theater Guild’s (ICTG) “Star
Award.” This award is presented
to a current member who provides
outstanding volunteer efforts to
ICTG and the community.

Denise has been involved with
the Irving Community Theater and
ICTG for many years. She served
as President for the 2006-2007 year,
and was the Cochairmen of the 2008
ICTG Mardi Gras. In the past,
Denise participated in other Irving
arts production and groups. She
was President of the Irving Sym-
phony League during 2007-2008,
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Star Award recognizes volunteer
and is currently serving on the 2008
ISL Ball Committee. Denise re-
ceived the Texas Association of
Professional Educators Award in
2006 for the Top Adult Volunteer in
Texas.

Denise is a graduate of
MacArthur High School, and holds
a Master Degree in Public Affairs
from the University of Texas.
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Hours of operation:
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 11-6

Saturday 11-5
Sunday 12-5

Put a PPut a PPut a PPut a PPut a Paaaaaw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearttttt
and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!

The precious pets
at the DFW Hu-
mane Society
would like to
bring a lifetime of

Come adopt a new
family member today!

1611 W. Irving Blvd.
Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-3333

If you can’t adopt, please donate!

love and happiness into your home!!

425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

IN GOD WE TRUST

Metro (817) 498-7079
And our new location at

310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX
Metro (817) 477-3383

Visit Our Other Locations at
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Serving Irving For Over 35 Years

For Take Out Call SPECIALS
EVERY
DAY!

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

“““““Where   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”””””“““““Where   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”””””

Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking

All You Can Eat Food Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

Communities in both Texas and
California have held benefits to
raise money for Grant’s care. First
Christian Church Irving will host a
benefit garage sale in the Family Life
Center, 210 E. 7th Street on Oct 3-4.
Proceeds will go to The Grant Story
Fund.

“There have been two benefits
in California for Grant. And the
Richfield Christian Church set up
The Grant Story Fund,” Regina
said.

“If anyone wanted to check on
Grant’s condition, they could go to

the web site www.caringbridge.org/
visit and enter Grant’s name. His
mother or daddy writes a journal
entry about him and how he’s do-
ing every day. Anyone who wants
to contribute to help Grant can go
to the garage sale, or they can do-
nate through the First Christian
Church.”

The church will also provide a
Blessing of the Animals service on
Oct. 4 at 5:00 p.m. If you would like
to attend, bring your pet on a leash
or in a carrier to the back courtyard
to celebrate and receive blessing.

Continued from page 1

Church to raise funds

By Andy Andrews
As it barreled toward the Texas

coast, Hurricane Ike passed 400
miles from our home in Orange
Beach, AL. Located right on the
Florida/Alabama line, our town saw
docks and parking lots underwater
as ten and twelve-foot waves broke

onto our beaches. Pushed by fifty
mile per hour wind gusts, the water
flooded over the roads in several
places—all this from a storm that
had its eye on someone else.

We watched the news as Ike
picked his mark, slamming into
Galveston and Houston and all the

little surrounding towns that get the
same intensity of storm, if not news-
print. We saw the devastation and
were amazed, as we always are, at
how mean water and wind can re-
ally be. And we heard the question.
You know the one…Why did those
people stay?

According to some accounts,
more than 140,000 people declined
to evacuate despite the mandatory
order to do so. Are they crazy? Yes,
some of them, but no, not nearly all
of them. You won’t hear what I am
about to reveal on the news, be-
cause for the most part, national
news people do not live on the
coast. Therefore, they don’t know
to ask the questions that allow a
local to “spill his guts”. But take it
from me, there are some interesting
answers to “Why Do They Stay?”

It is exactly four years to the
week since our house was de-
stroyed by Hurricane Ivan. Because
of this experience, my wife and I
have a unique perspective on hur-
ricanes and all the drama surround-
ing them. We evacuated about 48
hours in advance of the storm, hav-
ing loaded both cars with pictures
and family items we wanted to be
sure to save if the worst were to
happen.

Three days after Ivan struck,
we were allowed to return to a house
that, at first glance, seemed not too
horribly damaged. Soon, however,
we realized the wind had taken most
of the roof and despite being on
high ground, rainwater and salt
spray had soaked everything. Wa-
ter between the walls, in the air con-
ditioning vents, under the floors,
in the appliances and electrical out-
lets, in the insulation, between the
siding and plywood… Everywhere
water could go, it went.

It soon became obvious that
everything was ruined. Furniture,
clothes, the pictures that didn’t
make it to the cars—everything.
Eventually, a little bit at a time, our
house was torn down to the con-
crete foundation and studs. We
weren’t as smart as some of our
neighbors, who simply bulldozed
and started over, or as fortunate as
others, who didn’t have enough
damage to meet their deductible.
(This happens. One house crushed,
next door another virtually un-
touched.)

It took two years to get back
into our house, another year to feel
some semblance of normalcy, and
after four years, we still have sheets
instead of curtains in a couple of
places, haven’t replaced all the fur-
niture, and our front yard still looks
like Beirut. But we learned a lot. We
learned a lot that I don’t have the
space or inclination to go into here.
And we learned a lot that we would
have rather have not known.

For example, we (our neigh-
bors and us) learned that dealing
with certain insurance companies
was worse than the hurricane. And
I am not even referring to the clas-
sic insurance dodge where the
wind insurers turn their backs say-
ing that “water caused the dam-
age”, while the flood insurers refuse
to pay after they determine “the
wind caused it”. That’s just the first
thing that happens. Insurance all
sounds so simple when they accept
your money and promise you that
you are covered. Trust me, most of
the people from the recent spate of

storms will be trying to get their
money a year from now.

Most people with “replace-
ment insurance” believe that if their
household goods are destroyed,
the insurance that they have paid
like clockwork every month for
years will replace what was de-
stroyed. You know…the word “re-
placement” would lead one to think
that… But no, that’s not how it
works. “I’m sorry, your bed and
mattress were six years old. You see,
we depreciate the bed and mattress
and pay you what it is now worth.
We will be happy to do that, of
course, as soon as you provide the
sales receipt.”

And get this…not only do
most people not have the receipt

for their seven year old toaster, their
four year old recliner, their clothes,
their electric shaver, or each ceramic
dish their Aunt Betty gave them for
the past ten Christmases—they
have been paying premiums for
years based on the full value of ev-
erything they own.

Most of us waited an inordi-
nate amount of time for adjustors
to show up (for our next door neigh-
bors, it was more than six months
and no, I am not kidding). When
we were assured checks would be
sent, they were not. When they
were, they often went to the wrong
place. Or were made out to the
wrong people. Or needed to be
cosigned by some bank five states
away we had never heard of that
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hearing the wolf cry any longer.
3)    The government officials

drastically exaggerate. Last week,
the people of Galveston were told
that to stay meant “certain death”.
Think about this one. They were
not simply told that it could be in-
credibly dangerous or that snakes
are looking for a dry place when
the water comes up and that dry
place might be you. They were told,
“If you stay, you will die.” Certain
death. Sadly, some of the people
who stayed did perish, but not
140,000 of them! And it will be even
tougher to get them to leave next
time.

4)   People simply can’t afford
to leave over and over again. It
costs money to leave. Shelters are
full to overflowing with the people
who have no other options. Middle
class families, on the other hand,
buy gas and restaurant food and
stay in hotels six to ten hours away
to find that (see numbers 2 and 3
above). After evacuating more than
a couple of times, folks begin to take
their chances.

5)  Many of us would not have
lost our houses had we stayed. Now
look, I don’t want to read a bunch
of letters to the editor about how
irresponsible that last sentence
was. I am just stating a reality that
has been whispered from one hur-
ricane ravaged town to another over
the last several years. After a storm
strikes, assuming the house is still
there (and most are), the people who
deal with wet items immediately,
often save the majority of their pos-
sessions—including the house it-
self.

In our case, we were not al-
lowed back in for several days. By
the time we got there, everything
was ruined and there was no chance
to dry anything out. Most of it was
sort of dry already…with about a
quarter inch of fuzz growing on it.
Unbelievably, many of us then had
to deal with an insurance company
that said we had not done enough
to take care of the items after they
had been drenched. So…maybe we
should’ve stayed?

Believe me, it runs through
your mind.

Hey…we don’t stay. We still
evacuate if a storm comes near and
encourage others to do the same.
But it is a fact that Stan down the
street stayed in his house during
Ivan. And everybody in my neigh-
borhood knows that Stan also
stayed in his house during the two
years many of us rented multiple
places to live as we rebuilt our lives.

As I said, I could write a book…
There are a multitude of reasons
and stories. These are by no means
a complete list. But for now, we’ll
stop here.

insurance industry. But you need
some background for what I am
about to tell you. Remember? I
wanted to answer the question,
“Why do they stay?” Well, here
goes…

1)   Some of those who stay are
nuts. Lets get that out of the way. I
swear that if I were a rescue worker
risking my life to save someone who
was told repeatedly to get out, I’d
get in a few punches before I got
them to safety. However, the media
is absolutely no help in this regard.
They say, “Get out!  Get out!”  But
after the storm, who do they put on
camera? That’s right, Larry, Darrell,
and Darrell. “You mean if I stay, I
can be on TV?”

2)   The media drastically exag-
gerates. People on the coast are told
storm after storm that “this is the
big one”. It rarely is. We laugh at
Geraldo Rivera stumbling forward
into the wind because it is not re-
ally strong enough at that moment
to hold him up as he is telling us it
is doing. In 2006, as a Tropical
Storm was crossing the coast, CNN
told us that “at this very moment,
this very dangerous storm is cross-
ing the Florida/Alabama line.” I
went outside immediately and
walked around the neighborhood.
One guy was doing yard work. It
was cloudy, but not even raining!
In any case, people simply aren’t

bought part of the mortgage years
earlier. “You didn’t know that?”

Now look, if I continued to lay
out everything we “learned” this
would be a book instead of an ar-
ticle. And know this: there are great
insurance companies. State Farm,
Aflac, Allstate, and several others
did a great job for tons of folks. It is
not my intention to rough up the

Continued from page 15
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