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By Jess Paniszczyn
Dallas County Justice of Peace,

the Honorable Bob Whitney, can
be a formidable figure in the court-
room, particularly if you happen to
be a teenager charged with truancy.
As he goes through his official du-
ties of hearing cases and perform-
ing marriages, few who meet him in
the courtroom would guess that
Judge Whitney has a wild side. An
avid motorcyclist, the Judge has
visited 48 states and has recently
earned the coveted Iron Butt award.

“In seven of the last nine
years, I have made trips of over
2,000 to 3,000 miles,” Judge
Whitney said. “My last trip was just
over 4,600 miles. In seven years, I
finally ended up making it through
all 48 of the contiguous states.

“If you don’t travel on a bike, I
can’t explain it to you. When you

travel on a bike, you get so many
more of the senses involved. You
have the smells and the air blowing
passed you. It is just euphoric be-
ing on a motorcycle. To get to wit-
ness these beautiful states we have
from the back of a motorcycle, is
just invigorating. After I started
gathering up quite a few states, I
thought why not try to get all 48. I
started planning trips to go through
certain states.”

The owner of a ’99 Harley
Road King, Whitney decided to join
his fellow Harley riders in Milwau-
kee.

“In 2005, there was the Harley-
Davidson 100 Year Anniversary in
Milwaukee. The trip to Milwaukee
was about 1,100 miles one way and
2,200 miles wasn’t that much of a
trip. There were four of us on that
trip. We decided to vary our trip to

go through Pennsylvania and New
York. We crossed into Canada at
Niagara Falls. There is a ferry that
goes across Lake Heron called the
Big Canoe. It is a 350 foot ferry that
hauls 18-wheelers and cars. We took
that across and came down Sault
St. Marie down to Mackinac Island
then around to Milwaukee and back
home. We made that 2,200 mile trip
a 4,400 mile trip.

“It is hard to explain how good
it feels to go to bed exhausted at
night, and think I get to do this to-
morrow all day long. You get up in
the morning just excited about get-
ting out there,” he said.

“Some of the most beautiful
riding I have ever done is the Blue
Ridge Parkway. It starts in Mt.
Royal, VA and is about 420 miles

By Jess Paniszczyn
Families and teams filled the

football fields in Trinity View Park
as the Irving Boys Football Asso-
ciation (I.B.F.A.) celebrated their
traditional Opening Day Ceremo-

nies. In a carnival-like atmosphere,
teams sold food, hosted games and
held raffles to raise money for the
upcoming season’s expenses.

 “We started in 1971, so this is
our 38th season,” said George

Wood, President I.B.F.A. “This is
how we open our season every
year. The teams come down and do
a fundraiser. We introduce each of
the teams. We have two cheer or-
ganizations, Irving Boys Football

Association Cheerleading and Irv-
ing Girls Cheerleader Association,
and they come to perform. It is a
great way to kick off our season
and get things started.

“We have 42 football teams
this year. It is a pretty big league.
Girls and boys together, there are
probably 1,200 to 1,300 partici-
pants.”

Derek Howard has been an
I.B.F.A. coach for the past eight
years. He became the Bantam Buc-
caneers’ head coach two years ago.

“Today we are raising money
for our team,” Coach Howard said.
“That way we can help out the par-

ents with the team budget, uni-
forms, the end of the year banquet,
and trophies. We are selling funnel
cakes. We are heating up the fry-
ers, getting the cakes all crispy and
selling them for three dollars apiece.
We did this last year, and we made
about $600. Last year it was non-
stop. We had two lines of people
waiting and three fryers going. It
was constant.

“It hasn’t been that busy yet
this year, but we are doing pretty
well. We decided to do funnel cakes
last year, because it was something
no one had ever done here before.

Local judge travels the
country Harley style

Teams create fun on opening day

To provide residents with a
north-south mass transit option,
Irving partnered with several area
cities to conduct a study that could
bring a commuter train through Irv-
ing on the Burlington Northern
Santa Fe (BNSF) rail line. The coali-
tion of cities along the BNSF will
help fund the study, which will ex-
amine elements such as ridership,
economics, route schedules and
future project funding.

This long-term plan would
unite Irving, Carrollton, Farmers
Branch, Plano and Frisco along 29.4
miles of existing freight rail.

“The City of Irving is working
to find solutions to some of the
problems we face such as conges-
tion and ways to support job
growth,” City Manager Tommy
Gonzalez said. “We are excited
about the idea of being able to
move this project forward quickly
through our partnership with these
cities to bring forth a transporta-

tion option that will truly benefit
those who live here.”

Initial plans for the rail line in-
clude a proposal of nine stations
from Irving to Frisco at the follow-
ing locations:
Frisco – 3
Plano/The Colony – 1
The Colony – 1
Carrollton – 1
Farmers Branch – 1
Irving – 2 (Heritage District and Las
Colinas)

While financial options con-
tinue to be explored, the project has
gained the support of the North
Central Texas Council of Govern-
ments and Dallas Area Rapid Tran-
sit (DART). Funding is expected to
come from city and county sources,
as well as private investors.

In addition, the city continues
to work with DART to bring the Or-
ange Rail Line to Irving by Decem-
ber 2011.

City wCity wCity wCity wCity working to developorking to developorking to developorking to developorking to develop
additional commuter rail lineadditional commuter rail lineadditional commuter rail lineadditional commuter rail lineadditional commuter rail line

See I.B.F.A. Page 4

See JUDGE, Page 9

Setting his wild side free, the Honorable Judge Whitney is ready to ride The Bench, his ‘99 model Harley-
Davidson Road King.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Aggravated Robbery:
08-28-08 at 11:30
p.m. - The victim
stopped his vehicle at
the entrance to the

Highland Oaks Apartments. A Black
male with an assault rifle and a His-
panic male with a handgun ap-
proached the vehicle, tapped on the
windows, and ordered him out of
his car. When the victim got out of
his car, the Hispanic male struck him
in the face with the pistol. The sus-
pects then took the victim’s wallet
and cell phone and fled the scene
in his car (red ’93 Nissan Altima).

Pursuit: 08-29-08  Security at the
Citi Group, 4000 Regent, saw two
males get out of a Cadillac and steal
a Chevy Tahoe. Patrol was able to
set up a perimeter and stop the
Cadillac, while the Tahoe fled the
scene being pursued by patrol ele-
ments. The pursuit entered the City
of Dallas on IH 635 where the flee-
ing vehicle was involved in two mi-
nor accidents. The pursuit was ter-
minated. The vehicle was located
by Air One at Midway and the Toll-
way. One arrest was made. The ve-
hicle was recovered. CID and the
Gang Unit are investigating. The
pursuit went four miles and lasted
four minutes.

Aggravated Robbery: 08-29-08 at
7:00 p.m.  The victim had just left
the Carnival store in the 1700 block
of W. Irving Blvd. As the victim was
about to get into his vehicle, he was
jumped by four black males. One of
the suspects cut the victim across
his forehead with a knife. The sus-
pects took the victim’s wallet and
his necklaces and fled the scene on
foot.

Shots Fired: 08-29-08 at 10:34 p.m.
Officers responded to the 900 block
of Howard Ct. on a shots fired call.
Eleven (7.62 x 39) shell casings were
found in the street. An abandoned
white Ford Expedition was found
nearby at 500 Haley. There were
several bullet holes in the back of
the vehicle. The Expedition was
impounded. Thus far, no victims

have attempted to report this of-
fense.

Aggravated Robbery: 08-31-08 at
4:28 p.m.  A male entered the Zales
store in Irving Mall and displayed
a handgun. He demanded jewelry
and fled east bound across Beltline
Road. No Injuries/numerous wit-
nesses.

September 6
Walkathon - Dallas chapter of
BAPS Charities will hold its annual
walkathon at 10:00 a.m. in T.W.
Richardson Park, Irving. Part of the
proceeds from this year’s
walkathon will go to The American
Diabetes Association. Over 30
BAPS Charities centers throughout
North America will hold walkathons
in their respective regions. A por-
tion of the proceeds from all of the
walkathons will go toward local
causes.
 
September 6
Fashion Show - Heritage Senior
Center will be the site of a fashion
show and luncheon. Former win-
ners of the Ms. Mature Irving Pag-
eant will model clothing by Draper’s
& Damon’s. A d lunch of a gourmet
deli sandwich and fruit will also be
served. This event is open to
women of all ages, so bring your
sisters, moms, grandmothers and
daughters. The fashion show will
benefit the Ms. Mature Irving
Pageant. It’s sure to be fun, so get
your tickets today at Heritage Se-
nior Center, 200 S. Jefferson here in
Irving. The show will be held from
12:30 to 2:30 p.m. Only $8 a person
for this great afternoon, call 972 721-
2496 for more information.

September 6
Reunion - From 6-10p there will be
a First United Methodist Church
Reunion. If you attending MYF @
FUMC in the last 100 years we
would love for you to come and see
everyone get together. There will
be hot dogs & hamburger served.

Call church office if you are plan-
ning to attend. If you sang in the
Youth Choir—we will meet for a 2
hour rehearsal from 4-6p then sing
in the Evening worship at 7p.

September 7
Irving Heritage House - Grandpar-
ents Day is an ideal time for a walk
down memory lane with your grand-
children. The Irving Heritage
House will be open from 3-5p.m.
Docent led tours will begin at 3pm
and 4pm. Admission is free. This
Texas State Historical Landmark is
located at 303 S. O’Connor.
For information, visit the web site
www.irvingheritage.com or call 972-
252-3838. Special group tours may
be requested for visits on other
dates.

September 7-10
Revival at First Methodist Church
- Guest speaker is Dr. Bill Ury and
Wesley Putnam for music. The Pas-
tor of First Baptist Church Irving,
John Durham will be guest speaker
for the last night of revival. Every
night at 7p.m. in the Worship Cen-
ter at First United Methodist
Church, 211 W. Third.

September 8
Volunteer Class - The Visiting
Nurse Association needs hospice
volunteers in Dallas County who
want to help terminally ill patients
and their families. An 18-hour class
in volunteer hospice care will be
held from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the VNA
offices on 1600 Viceroy Drive in
Dallas. Training is provided at no
cost. To register for the volunteer

training class, contact 214-689-2672
or feltnerj@vnatexas.org.

September 8
Beta Sigma Phi Sorority Meeting
- The Irving Beta Eta Master Chap-
ter of Beta Sigma Phi will have their
“Beginning Day” meeting at 7:00
pm at Celebrity Café. For more in-
formation please call Wanda Dale,
972.254.1062.

September 9
Free Prostate Screening - Baylor
Medical Center at Irving is offering
free prostate screenings from 4 p.m.
to 6:30 p.m. at the Irving Cancer
Center located on the campus of

Baylor Medical Center at Irving,
2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. The
screening is available to men 50 and
older and men 40 and older who are

at high risk for prostate cancer.
There is no charge, but registration
is required. Call 1-800-4BAYLOR to
register.

Irving Fire Department responded to 294 incidents.

The Fire incidents
 79 Miscellaneous Fire
        and Rescue Calls
   4 Structure Fires
   4 Special Operations
   3   Vehicle Fires

Medical calls
30 Major Accidents
79 Major Medical
16 Heart Attacks
28 Difficulty Breathing
32 Trauma Related
19 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary Aug 29 - Sept 3, 2008

Hazardous Material incident involving a cut gas line at
the intersection of Macarthur and Shady Grove. Ambulances
went into overload once.

Ambulances went into overload once.
There was a power outage which trapped one person in

an elevator who was rescued.

Comments:
08-30:

08-31:
09-03:



CITY NEWS
In a recent Council meeting, the Irving
City Council considered the following
resolutions:

APPROVED-- Resolution — Setting
a Date for a Public Hearing on the
2008-2009 City of Irving Fiscal Year
Budget
Administrative Comments

In accordance with Local Govern-
ment Code 102.005, the proposed bud-
get must be filed with the Municipal
Clerk thirty days prior to the adop-
tion of the tax rate.  Subsequently, the
Council must call a hearing on the bud-
get that is separate from the tax rate
increase hearings. The attached resolu-
tion calls this hearing for Sep. 18. The
notice of said hearing must be published
no later than the tenth day before the
budget hearing and must now contain
specific information on the proposed
property tax increases.

After this legally required hear-
ing, the budget will be adopted, and
the tax rate levy will be passed.

APPROVED-- Resolution — Award
of Bid to MART, Inc., in the Net
Amount of $113,518.13 for the Sam
Houston Trail Park Landscape and
Irrigation Project
Administrative Comments

The project will install trees, turf,
and an irrigation system for the new
construction of a 195 car parking lot
located at Sam Houston Trail Park.

The landscape plan will use na-
tive trees along the length of the park-
ing lot to create a buffer, provide shade,
and a natural setting in the park. The
irrigation system is designed using a
more water efficient spray nozzle for
the turf areas, a drip system for the
trees, and for future development in-
side the park.

Funding in the amount of
$113,518.13 is available in the Cam-
pion Trails – Sam Houston Trail Park
Development Fund.

APPROVED-- Resolution — Pur-
chase Contract for the Acquisition
of 8.32 Acres of Land Located at 3701
Conflans Road - Douglas Johnson
Conflans Investments, Property
Owner
Administrative Comments

Staff has identified an alternative
site for the proposed aquatic center
currently being planned for southwest
Irving. The site is across Conflans Road
from the Georgia Farrow Recreation
Center at West Park.

The property owner has offered
to sell the 8.32 acre tract at 3701
Conflans Road to the City for a price
of $500,000, or approximately $1.38
per square foot. An additional $5,000
is needed for closing costs.

The Parks and Recreation Advi-
sory Board recommended approval of
the proposed location of the aquatic
center at their Aug. 11 meeting.

Funding in the amount of $505,000
is available in the Park Improvement
Bond Fund and the Park Donation
Fund.

APPROVED-- Resolution — Autho-
rizing the Mayor to Execute a Right-
Of-Entry Agreement with Heritage
District, LLC, to Demolish the City-
Owned Buildings Located at 200
North Main Street, 117 West Irving
Boulevard, and 313 West Irving Bou-
levard
Administrative Comments

The redevelopment of the down-
town area requires the removal of the
City-owned buildings located at 200
North Main Street (lumber yard), 117
West Irving Boulevard (two-story brick
building), and 313 West Irving Boule-
vard (bank building).

The removal of the buildings will
aid in the undergrounding of the utili-
ties by removing the necessity to ad-
just the existing services.

It is necessary to grant Heritage
District, LLC, a right-of-entry onto the
properties for the purpose of remov-
ing the buildings. Heritage District,
LLC, will perform the normal asbestos
abatement and other precautions that
are required when demolishing com-
mercial structures.

APPROVED-- Resolution — Autho-
rizing the Mayor to Execute a Right-
Of-Entry Agreement with Texas
Stadium Corporation to Utilize
City-Owned Property Located at 215
East Airport Freeway for Employee
Parking
Administrative Comments

Texas Stadium Corporation re-
quested to utilize the City-owned park-
ing lot located at 215 East Airport Free-
way for employee parking during the
upcoming 2008 NFL football season.
The property currently has approxi-
mately 225 striped parking spaces
available for use.

Under the agreement with Texas
Stadium Corporation related to the sale
of right-of way to Texas Department
of Transportation (TxDOT), the City
agreed to provide mitigation for up to
185 parking spaces, which would be
lost due to the highway project, by
either constructing new parking or re-
imbursing the Texas Stadium Corpora-
tion up to $125,000 for such construc-
tion plus an additional $10,000 pen-
alty in the event such parking was not
provided in a timely manner. Although
TxDOT agreed to avoid disruption to
the stadium operations this season, the
contractual provision remains in place.

The City is in the process of de-
molishing the hotel at this location and
will remove all above ground structures
by Sep. 15, the date of the first home
game. Texas Stadium Corporation
agreed to remove the asphalt and es-
tablish grass on the property to com-
plete the project at the end of the sea-
son, a savings to the City of approxi-
mately $25,000.

-- Resolution — Approving an
Amendment to Agreement for Ser-
vices and Lease Between the City of
Irving and Irving Cares, Inc., for the
City’s Human Services Building
Located at 440 South Nursery Road
Administrative Comments

Irving Cares, Inc., has occupied
space on the first floor of the City’s
Human Services Building located at 440
South Nursery Road since 1991. Their
current lease space consists of 5,115
square feet, and they have requested
to expand their lease space by approxi-
mately 680 square feet by taking in a
portion of the common area lobby.

Northlake College, the current ten-
ant adjacent to Irving Cares, Inc., will
be vacating 3,754 square feet of space
upon the opening in approximately
February of 2009 of their campus lo-
cated at MacArthur Boulevard and
Shady Grove Road. Irving Cares, Inc.,
is requesting to expand their existing
lease to include the vacated Northlake
College lease space as well. The addi-
tion of the Northlake College lease
space will also include an additional
180 square feet of the lobby area.

The addition of the portion of the
lobby area and the addition of the va-
cated Northlake College lease space
will increase the Irving Care, Inc., oc-
cupancy from 5,115 square feet to
9,729 square feet. The annual rental
payment will be set at a flat $25,000
per year.

The existing lease expires July 31,
2011. Irving Cares, Inc., requested the
lease be extended an additional period
of time. An additional five year option
is included with the amendment, effec-
tively extending the lease to July 31,
2016.

APPROVED-- Resolution — Award
of Bid to Hisaw and Associates, Gen-
eral Contractors, Inc., in the Net
Amount of $6,503,500 for the Con-
struction of the City of Irving Ani-
mal Shelter and Dog Park Project
Administrative Comments

This project will construct a
23,500 square foot facility to accom-
modate the new Animal Shelter and a
three acre Dog Park. Animal Services
will partner with the DFW Humane
Society to provide a comprehensive
animal welfare campus. Sheltering ca-
pacity will be significantly increased
as well as veterinary services. The dog
park is designated to have separate
fenced areas for large and small dogs.
The MWBE participation is at
34.31%. It is recommended to award:
Bid Item 1 Animal Shelter Base Bid

$5,954,000
Bid Item 2 Dog Park Base Bid

$275,000
Alternatives

A Solid Masonary Screen Wall at
Rear Gate $35,000

B Solid Masonary Wall at Front Gate
$56,000

Continuous Awnings at Rear of
Building $31,500

Upgraded Roof System (-) $8,000
Enclosed Sally-Port $116,000
Wood Trim Around Windows

$11,900
Exhaust Fans in Adoption Kennels

$15,000
Vinyl Coated Chain Link Fence at

Service Yard $4,800
Additional Service Yard Fence $5,500

Area Lights at Dog Park Entry
$6,800

Funding in the amounts are available:

$6,221,700 is available in the Animal
Shelter Development Funds.

$281,800 is available in the Dog Park
Development Project Fund.

APPROVED-- Resolution — Award-
ing Addendum No. 1 to Wiginton
Hooker Jeffry Architects, Inc. for Ad-
ditional Design Work Associated
with the New Animal Shelter
Project
Administrative Comments

The original construction budget
for the project was $5,250,000 and
$1,000,000 was added to increase the
construction budget at the time of Sche-
matic Plan Review to accommodate the
larger facility.

Bids were opened on the New
Animal Shelter and the low bid is being
recommended for award at $6,221,700
which resulted in the addition of
$971,700 to the budget to accommo-
date additional animal adoption ken-
nels and a veterinary clinic.

The architects had agreed to a fixed
fee of 8% for any increase in the con-
struction budget.

The additional architectural fee is
$77,736, based on 8% of $971,700
awarded above the $5,250,000 con-
struction budget.

Funding in the amount of $77,736
is available in the Animal Shelter De-
velopment Fund.

APPROVED-- Ordinance — First
Reading - Amending Chapter 52
Entitled “Water and Sewer Rates”
of the Code of Civil and Criminal
Ordinances of the City of Irving,
Texas, Providing for New Monthly
Water and Sewer Rates; Providing
for New Minimum Deposits; Pro-
viding for New Fees Related to Field
Contact for Nonpayment and Ser-
vice Activation And/Or Transfer;
Providing a Labor Fee Associated
with Customer Damage to the Sys-
tem; Providing a New Fee for Meter
Inspection and Meter Testing; and
Providing a Connection Charge for
New Service
Administrative Comments

A cost of service study is pre-
pared annually to ensure that funding
is available to meet the cash flow needs
of the Water and Sewer System Fund
and associated funds and produce the
required bond coverage factor to allow
for the issuance of additional bonds and
maintain current bond ratings. As a re-
sult of this year’s study, a 4% increase
for water and wastewater, as well as
the creation of monthly service charges
for water based on meter size and
monthly service charges for wastewa-
ter based on number of dwelling units,
is recommended for the upcoming
2008-09 fiscal year. The projected rev-
enue collection under existing rates will
provide enough to fund projected rev-
enue requirements, including operat-
ing expenses and
debt service payments.

Per ordinance, the minimum de-
posit is to be twice the average monthly
bill. However, the current minimum
deposit is no longer sufficient to meet
this requirement. New minimum de-
posits of $75 for residential customers
and $150 for commercial customers
depending on meter size are recom-
mended.

In reviewing service charges and
taking into consideration the cost of
performing these services, the follow-
ing is recommended:

Increase fee for each field contact
related to nonpayment of services up
to and including cutting off the meter
from $6 to $12.

Increase fee for each field contact
related to the nonpayment of services
resulting in locking the meter, the re-
moval of the meter, or any unautho-
rized device being used to obtain water
illegally from $9 to $15.

Creation of a labor charge assessed
to a customer for damage to the meter,

locking device, and/or connection re-
sulting from an attempt to reconnect
water service by anyone other than a
city employee.

Increase of inspection fee from $1
to $7 for a meter reread and $40 for a
meter test provided that the meter is
shown to be accurately recording us-
age and/or was read correctly.

Creation of service activation and
transfer fees of $15 for standard ser-
vice, $20 next day and $30 same day.

APPROVED-- Ordinance — First
Reading - Amending Subsection (d)
of Section 41-57 of Chapter 41
Entitlted “Water and Sewer Sys-
tems” of the Code of Civil and
Criminal Ordinances of the City of
Irving, Texas, Setting a New Sched-
ule of Drainage Fees; Providing an
Effective Date; and Providing a Sev-
erability Clause
Administrative Comments

The Municipal Drainage Utility
(MDU) Fund was created in 1992 to
provide a funding source for growing
regulatory requirements and the de-
mand for continued improvements to
the drainage system within Irving.

These fees were last increased on
Oct. 1, 2007.

The proposed schedule of storm
water drainage fees includes the fol-
lowing:
(a) Increase Residential Fee to $4 a
month based on a >=5,000sq. ft. lot.
(b) Increase Commercial Fee to $36 a
month based on a one acre lot.

The proposed fees and additional
interest represent a revenue increase
of approximately $583,000 over cur-
rent rates.

This increase is estimated to gen-
erate an approximate total of
$4,820,000 in annual revenues.

APPROVED-- Ordinance — First
Reading — Approval of Atmos En-
ergy Corporation, Mid-Tex Division,
Rate Increase Request
Administrative Comments

Atmos Energy filed a request with
cities on April 14, 2008, to increase
base rates by $33.5 million pursuant
to the Rate Review Mechanism
(RRM).

The City, along with other simi-
larly situated cities (the Atmos Cities
Steering Committee “Atmos Cities”),
coordinated its review of Atmos’ RRM
filing and designated a Negotiation
Committee to resolve issues identified
by the Atmos Cities and Atmos’ RRM
filing.

The parties reached a proposed
settlement for this filing which: -in-
cludes a rate increase of $20 millions
which is 41% (or $13.5 million) less
than the increase requested by Atmos;
-reduces the monthly customer charge
for Residential customers from $10.69
to $7 per month effective Oct. 1, 2008;
-reduces the monthly customer charge
for Commercial customers from $20.28
to $13.50 per month effective Oct. 1; -
reflects a smaller overall average
monthly increase of 1.38% for Resi-
dential customers, 0.77% for Commer-
cial customers, and 0.5% for Industrial/
Transportation customers; -encourages
energy efficiency;-includes a “Favored
Nation” status for the City to allow it
to benefit from any other rate settle-
ment more favorable than the proposed
settlement; and -settles all existing rate
filings between the parties.

We recommend that the negoti-
ated resolution of Atmos’ RRM filing
and the resulting rates are, as a whole,
in the public interest, and should be
approved. We anticipate that the other
Atmos Cities will approve the settle-
ment and that Atmos will not appeal
this decision to the Texas Railroad
Commission.
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#BANGKOK DANGEROUS    R
2:00    4:25    7:25    9:50
BABYLON AD    PG13

1:55    5:05    7:40    9:55
COLLEGE    R

1:25    4:05    7:10    9:50
DISASTER MOVIE    PG13
1:50    5:00    7:45    10:05

TRAITOR    PG13
1:20    4:15    7:05    9:35

DEATH RACE    R
1:40    4:30    7:15    10:00

LONGSHOTS    PG13
1:45    4:30    7:20    9:30

THE HOUSE BUNNY    PG13
1:15    3:55    7:10    9:55

STAR WARS: THE
CLONE WARS    PG

1:45    4:40    7:05    9:30
TROPIC THUNDER    PG13

1:30    1:55    4:25    4:55    7:00
7:30    9:35    10:05

PINEAPPLE EXPRESS    R
1:00    4:10    6:50    10:00

THE DARK KNIGHT    PG13
1:00    4:35    8:00

Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater
Why wait in lines? PUCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

# NO PASSES
* FULLY RESTRICTED

FALL SPECIALS
Every Day

1st movie before 6pm is $4.50 per adult ticket
Two for One Tuesday

Buy one adult ticket at regular price and get one ticket free

“The kids enjoy the ceremo-
nies. They enjoy having their
team’s name called out. They love
people clapping for them and see-
ing the cheerleaders screaming for
them. It is pretty exciting for them.”

Teaching skills and life lessons
to youngsters is one of the foun-
dations of the I.B.F.A.

“We are one big family out here
having fun with the kids of Irving.

We are making sure they learn the
fundamentals of football, so they
can grow up to be superstars.

“I think through the I.B.F.A.
kids learn about discipline. Some
of our kids are growing up without
father figures. Our coaches and as-
sistant coaches volunteer their time,
and that gives these kids someone
to look up to and focus on who can
be a role model for them,” Coach
Howard said.

The Irving community is in-
vited to solve the mystery as the
Irving Public Library presents The
Big Read program beginning Oct.
1. The Big Read, an initiative of the
National Endowment for the Arts
(NEA), is a month long, community-
wide reading event designed to re-
vitalize the role of literature in Ameri-
can culture.

The Big Read program aims to
address the decline in reading for
pleasure among American adults by
providing residents with the oppor-
tunity to read and discuss a single
book within their communities. The
Irving community will be talking
about this year’s selected title, The
Maltese Falcon, by Dashiell

Hammet, long after The Big Read
concludes at the end of October.
The Maltese Falcon, considered
the first American detective novel,
set the standard by which all sub-
sequent detective fiction would be
judged.

“Hammett’s comedic tone and
sharp dialogue makes for an exceed-
ingly enjoyable read with enough
twists to keep the reader turning
the pages in search of clues,” said
Jan Bodnar, community service su-
pervisor. “The detective/crime
thriller theme of the novel has cre-
ated fantastic opportunities for fun,
innovative programs that compli-
ment the book.”

Irving’s Big Read features pro-
grams, book discussions and film
screenings for all ages at locations
across the city. The library is
partnering with the Irving Arts Cen-
ter, Irving Independent School
District’s high schools, North Lake
Community College, University of
Dallas, Heritage Senior Center and

Barnes & Noble, as well as various
museums and other city organiza-
tions, to bring together as much of
the population as possible around
this entertaining book.

Irving’s Big Read begins at 7
p.m. Oct. 6 with “From the Maltese
to Meltzer,” a talk by best-selling
author Brad Meltzer. The talk, which
is free and open to the public, will
be held at the Irving Arts Center,
3333 N. MacArthur Blvd. Meltzer
is available to greet the public and
sign books after the presentation.
The appearance is made possible
through the library’s partnership
with the Irving Arts Center, with
assistance from the Friends of the
Irving Public Library.

Multiple copies of the book
and audio book will be available at
all library locations. The audio book
can be downloaded at
www.irvinglibrary.lib.overdrive.com/

For more information on the
Big Read initiative, please visit
www.neabigread.org.

Irving’s big read to begin

University of Dallas’University of Dallas’University of Dallas’University of Dallas’University of Dallas’ School of Ministr School of Ministr School of Ministr School of Ministr School of Ministry receives gift from current studenty receives gift from current studenty receives gift from current studenty receives gift from current studenty receives gift from current student
Provided by Rebecca Jackson

The University of Dallas’
School of Ministry received a
$20,000 gift from Cyndi and David
Freeman to help fund the Adult Faith
Formation Program. Cyndi, a cur-
rent student in the School of Min-
istry, and her husband David pro-
vided the first $10,000 of the gift.
David was able to secure matching
funds, to double the gift.

“We are so fortunate for the
generosity of Cyndi and David
Freeman,” said Dr. Brian Schmisek,
dean of the School of Ministry.
“The Freemans have put their faith
into action by recognizing the im-
portance of this program for the
faith lives of the many individuals
enrolled in these courses.”

the lives of twice as many stu-
dents.”

The Adult Faith Formation
Program has been offered by the
School of Ministry for the past
three years. Courses in the program
cover all aspects of Catholicism in-
cluding scripture, church history,
theology, canon law, liturgy, moral-

The Adult Faith Formation
Program at the School of Ministry
has always been close to Cyndi’s
heart. When word came that the
Diocese of Dallas, a major financial
sponsor of this program at the
School, would not be able to con-
tinue their sponsorship due to bud-
get constraints, Cyndi stepped for-
ward with her husband David to
help ensure the continuation of this
successful venture.

“David and I felt strongly that
the good work of the Adult Faith
Formation program should continue
and we’re blessed to be able to of-
fer our financial support to this im-
portant program,” Cyndi said.
“We’re twice blessed that David

was able to secure matching funds
to double the value of our gift.”

“This gift is also an outstand-
ing example of the power of match-
ing gift programs,” said Phil
Trammell, director of development
at the University. “Through this gift
and match, we will be able to offer
programming and help transform

ity and much more. This fall four
more classes will be offered in the
program: Catholic Social Teaching,
Prophets, Psalms, and Wisdom Lit-
erature, Christology and Catholic
Thinkers. To learn more about this
program and others offered by the
School of Ministry, go to:
www.udallas.edu/ministry.

Continued from page 1
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Going Out of Business
After 35years

Great Sales

Irving Antique Mall
129 S. Main
972-254-0339



www.irvingrambler.comThe Irving Rambler September 4, 2008

Provided by Mark Ball
July ridership on bus, light rail,

Trinity Railway Express (TRE) and
high occupancy vehicle (HOV)
lanes reached a new high of 10.8
million trips eclipsing the previous
record set in June of 10.4 million
trips.

 By Arkadi Kuhlmann
If you’re like most Americans,

you probably don’t keep track of
every single one of your assets on
a regular basis. You might have
family heirlooms in an out-of-state
safe deposit box, which you
haven’t opened in years. Or stock
that’s slowly appreciating in a past
brokerage account you never use
anymore.

Be careful. Someone might take
that money right out of your bank
— and it would be perfectly legal.
In an increasingly common revenue
grab, state governments troll for
low-activity bank accounts and
seize this “unclaimed property.”

How could such a travesty
occur?

Every state has what’s known
as an “escheatment” or unclaimed

property law, which requires busi-
nesses to hand over abandoned fi-
nancial assets to the government.
Escheatable assets — including
safe deposit boxes, savings ac-
counts, stocks, and un-cashed pay-
roll checks — qualify as abandoned
after a pre-specified period of inac-
tivity, the length of which varies
by state.

The government is then sup-
posed to identify and contact the
rightful owners and reunite them
with their property.

That’s the theory. In practice,
state governments have taken to
using the escheatment process as
a fundraising tool. They now hire
private contractors to go after aban-
doned assets — and pay them com-
mission. After collection, most
states make just a halfhearted at-

tempt to contact the rightful own-
ers. And states sell off the assets
as quickly as possible.

In 2006, state governments col-
lected $5.1 billion in abandoned
assets, up from $3.6 billion in 2003.
Nationwide, there is over $35 bil-
lion of escheated properties in state
custody. Less than a third will ever
wind up back with its rightful owner.

At ING Direct, we’ve been
forced to turn over nearly 15,000
“abandoned” accounts valued at
nearly $4 million. Most account
holders will never see their money
again. The rest will get it back at a
loss, as escheated assets generally
don’t collect interest. That’s why
we’re encouraging our customers
to take the basic steps to ensure
they don’t lose their savings, like
checking their accounts and regis-

tered personal information at least
once a year.

Many of the accounts are des-
ignated to minors, set up by par-
ents for distant expenses such as
college. Never mind the fact that
these accounts are left alone on
purpose — that’s how they grow.

Escheatment laws are also out
of touch with modern banking.
With online accounts, many cus-
tomers simply sit back and let their
wealth grow. Shockingly, this
means forfeiture, as escheatment

laws require proactive contact
steps.

People with unclaimed assets
include such hard-to-find people as
Angelina Jolie, Brad Pitt, Willie
Mays, and Los Angeles mayor An-
tonio Villaraigosa.

It’s high time for legislators to
recognize that a law intended to
protect consumers is doing just the
opposite. And concerned citizens
should lobby their state legislators
to make some basic reforms to the
escheatment process.

Arkadi Kuhlmann is president
and CEO of ING DIRECT USA.

Have you checked your safe deposit box lately?

DART ridership sets record
for third straight month

For the first time, DART Rail
exceeded 70,000 average weekday
trips for the month setting another
ridership record. The TRE also set
a record in average weekday rider-
ship with more than 11,200 trips.
HOV usage was up 45.1% over July
2007.

DART Rail: 70,487 (up 13.8% over
July 2007
Trinity Railway Express: 11,234 (up
19.9% over July 2007)
DART Bus: 157,244 (up 8.4% over
July 2007)
HOV Lanes: 163,460 (up 45.1%
over July 2007)

at no cost — that’s one thing we
haven’t changed,” Halfmann said.
“The only difference our Custom-
ers will see is a convenient way to
pay for alcoholic beverages and
Monster energy drinks, and no
more inflight announcements ask-
ing who has change for a $20 bill!”
Southwest Airlines Flight Atten-
dants and Provisioning Employees
gave their input on what device
would be the easiest to handle. The
result was a hand-held device and
software service from GuestLogix
Inc. (TSX-V:GXI) that makes pay-
ing for drinks as fast as a swipe of a
credit card.
Southwest is the only U.S. airline
to remain consistently profitable
this decade, and enjoys an unprec-
edented string of 35 consecutive
years of profitability. Southwest
has one of the industry’s lowest
cost structures, a strong balance
sheet, and the most comprehensive
fuel hedge of any major U.S. air-
line. At Southwest Airlines, what
you see is what you pay with no
hidden fees. You can check your
first two bags for free, there are no
change fees, no fees for a window
or aisle seat, and, as always, snacks,
sodas, and smiles are all complimen-
tary!

Southwest Airlines wants you to
keep your cash ... and hand over
your plastic! No, Southwest is not
adding new service fees, but be-
ginning Sept. 9, all Southwest Air-
lines aircraft will be equipped with
handheld credit card devices that
will enable Flight Attendants to take
drink orders in a flash, and accept
credit and debit cards for payment
of cocktails, beer, wine, and Lo-
Carb Monster energy drinks. The
airline will no longer accept cash
onboard.
“For years, Customers have been
asking Southwest to accept credit
cards onboard for payment, and
now we can give our Customers
one more feature they want,” said
Scott Halfmann, Southwest Airlines
Vice President of Provisioning. “No
more remembering to hit the cash
machine before boarding your
flight!”
Southwest Airlines will accept all
major credit and debit cards for
payment as well as Southwest Air-
lines Drink Coupons. Additionally,
Customers paying with their Rapid
Rewards credit card from Chase will
receive double reward dollars by
using their card onboard.
“Southwest will continue to offer
peanuts, snacks, juices, and sodas

AirAirAirAirAirline Introduces a Cashless Cabinline Introduces a Cashless Cabinline Introduces a Cashless Cabinline Introduces a Cashless Cabinline Introduces a Cashless Cabin
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425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

IN GOD WE TRUST

Metro (817) 498-7079
And our new location at

310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX
Metro (817) 477-3383

Visit Our Other Locations at
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Serving Irving For Over 35 Years

For Take Out Call SPECIALS
EVERY
DAY!

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

“““““Where   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”””””“““““Where   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”””””

Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking

All You Can Eat Food Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

Over 6800 sq. ft.
of merchandise

We have everything from
new items to antiques

Furniture
Home Decor

Clothing

Managers Sale every Saturday

Toddler’s
Women’s Girls and Boy’s
NEW Men’s

Disabled American Veterans
2310 Rock Island @ Story

Irving, Texas 75060
Bargains For the Entire Family

Fun - Fast - Fitness
972-252-3939

2700 N. O’Connor Ste 128
Corner of Rochelle & O’Connor

www.woworkout.com

Join us for

VFW sponsors essaVFW sponsors essaVFW sponsors essaVFW sponsors essaVFW sponsors essay contestsy contestsy contestsy contestsy contests
Provided by Marge Hoenig

VFW Post 2494 Irving and the
Ladies Auxiliary are sponsoring
two essay contests for students.

The Voice of Democracy Au-
dio/Essay contest is open to stu-
dents in grades 9-12. Record a 3 to
5 minute essay on a standard cas-
sette tape on this year’s theme: Ser-
vice and Sacrifice by America’s
Veterans Benefit Today’s Youth
by…  Label the cassette and a neatly
typed essay with your name and
submit with an entry form to Post
2494.

Patriot’s Pen is a youth-essay
writing contest that gives students
in grades 6, 7 and 8 the opportunity
to write essays expressing their

views on democracy.  Students
must write a 300-400 word essay
based on this year’s theme of: Why
America’s Veterans Should Be
Honored. 

All students in both contests
should be enrolled in a public, pri-
vate or parochial school or home
study program. Deadline date for
entering the contests is Nov.
1. Scholarships are available on the
local, District, State and National
level. Entry forms and full informa-
tion is available from VFW Post 2494
located at 3375 Belt Line Road, just
south of Shady Grove. Call the Post
at 972-790-1611 for further informa-
tion.

many of the subtleties and nuances
of the original Broadway produc-
tion on a large stage with a full or-
chestra.

“Opportunities to witness an
American classic musical sup-
ported by a 32-piece orchestra,”
Dale said, “are rare to come by. The
brilliance of Leonard Bernstein /
Stephen Sondheim’s score as well
as Jerome Robbins’ choreography
will definitely get its chance to
shine.”  

Jay Dias, music director of last sea-
sons’ Carousel, returns to Lyric
Stage as music director for West
Side Story. Kate Swan will recreate
the original Jerome Robbins chore-
ography. Micah Shepard and Kim-
berly Whalen are star crossed lov-
ers Tony and Maria.

Tickets, priced from $20-$50,
are available online at
www.lyricstage.org or by calling the
box office at 972-252-2787. Perfor-
mances are Sep. 5-14 Thursday-Sat-
urday evenings at 8:00 p.m. with
matinees on Sundays 2:30 p.m. in
the Irving Arts Center’s Carpenter
Performance Hall.

Grover Dale to direct Lyric Stage’s West Side Story
Provided by Steven Jones

Lyric Stage opens its sixteenth
season with West Side Story.

Lyric Stage Founding Producer
Steven Jones wanted a director with
a direct connection to Jerome
Robbins, the original Broadway di-
rector/choreographer, to stage West
Side Story, so he contacted Tony

Award winning director and origi-
nal West Side Story cast member
Grover Dale.

“When I first spoke with
Grover, he had just returned from
Japan, where he had seen a pro-
duction of West Side Story,” Jones
said. “He was excited about the
prospect of staging the show with

Kimberly Whalen as Maria and Micah Shepard as Tony
WEST SIDE STORY

Provided by Bob Horton
Keep Irving Beautiful (KIB) re-

cently announced the deadline for
the “Apartments Rock the Green,
Too!” jingle contest has been ex-
tended through Sep. 30.

“We have had some very
clever rhymes submitted already,”
said program coordinator Julie
Schmitt, “and we hope to maximize
city-wide participation, particularly

in the case of those who may not
have heard about the contest. Now
that schools are in session and ev-
eryone is back from vacation, we
can make sure that all of Irving
knows that with a little creativity
and a four-line jingle, they can help
our environment and compete to
win up to $500.”

Complete information about
the contest along with entry forms

can be found at www.rockthegreen
.org. The contest is open to any-
one who lives, works or attends
school in Irving. KIB also invites
residents and friends to attend the
17th Annual Trinity Trash Bash at
Irving City Hall on Sep. 13.

Over two-thirds of Irving’s
population, about 135,000 people,
live in multi-family housing. It is es-
timated that only 5% of these resi-

dents currently recycle on a regular
basis. The Apartments Rock the
Green, Too! program, which is
funded by grants from Anheuser-
Busch and Waste Management,
Inc., aims to increase recycling of
aluminum cans by as much as 50%
during the first year of the
program. An example of a jingle
might be...
Take cans to schools

   Not to the trash
      We’ll all be greener
         And schools get the cash!
             Apartments rock the green,
too!

For more information, call 972-
721-2175 or e-mail
Julie@rockthegreen
.org.

Deadline for jingle contest extended
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Initial Exam Cleaning
& Necessary X-Rays

New Patients Only Without
Dental Insurance

New Patient SpecialNew Patient SpecialNew Patient SpecialNew Patient SpecialNew Patient Special

$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00
Byron L. Mitchell, DDS
Cosmetic & General Dentistry

972-717-1100

Allison’s Clubhouse
“The BEST In Your Child’s Care”
3425 Finley, Irving, Texas 75062

We are currently accepting applications
for both full and part-time  positions!

Accepting Children Accepting Children Accepting Children Accepting Children Accepting Children Ages:Ages:Ages:Ages:Ages: 6 w 6 w 6 w 6 w 6 weeks threeks threeks threeks threeks thru 11 yu 11 yu 11 yu 11 yu 11 years of ageears of ageears of ageears of ageears of age

We have the

largest  infant

center

in Irving/Las

Colinas!

www.Allisonsclubhouse.com
Call us:  972 258-1800Owners: David and Becky StaleyOwners: David and Becky StaleyOwners: David and Becky StaleyOwners: David and Becky StaleyOwners: David and Becky Staley

DirectorDirectorDirectorDirectorDirector :::::     WWWWWendy Boozerendy Boozerendy Boozerendy Boozerendy Boozer

As part of our expansion pro-
gram, a small company is look-
ing for part time work from home
account managers.  Pay is $3000
a month plus benefits and takes
only little of your time. Please
contact us for more details. Re-
quirements - should be computer
literate. 2-3 hours access to the
internet weekly. Must be over
19 years of age.  Must be effi-
cient and dedicated.  If you are
interested and need more infor-
mation, contact Jennifer
Cornwell, Email:
customer.service441@yahoo.com

I21H

Hi Irving!
I hope you had
an opportunity
to watch the Re-
publican Na-
tional Conven-
tion so you can

be an informed voter in the next
election, which is less than 60 days
away. I’m at the Convention in St.
Paul this week with my husband.
He is a delegate and is doing a tre-
mendous job representing Texas. I
am so very proud of him. We both
care deeply about our country and
stay involved because we want to
ensure the best future possible for
our grandchildren and for genera-
tions to come. 
 This election is not only his-
toric because after more than 20
years we finally have a woman on
the presidential ticket, but also
because our platform is the stron-
gest it has been in many years on
issues such as pro-life, pro-family
and other core conservative issues.
Please keep Sarah Palin in your

Editor’s Note
Margaret Lopez is an indepen-

dent writer for the Irving Rambler.
An Irving resident for more than 12
years, she and her husband have
been married for more than 40 years
and have four daughters and four
grandsons.

Opinions expressed in any
commentary are those of the writer,
and not necessarily those of The Irv-
ing Rambler, the publisher, editor,
or any staff member.

Margaret’s Corner
prayers as she faces the many per-
sonal attacks. Opposition can be
fierce when you stand up for what
is right. I believe that she will re-
mind women of all ages to go for 
it when it comes to their family, pro-
fessional, and spiritual goals.       
Praying to make a difference.
Attend Church Sunday.
God Bless You.

volunteership with a specific pro-
gram, those who partner with Irv-
ing ISD provide an invaluable re-
source to education.

At Travis Middle School, NEC
Corporation of America donated
backpacks with schools supplies to
students at the school. NEC also
donated eight musical instruments
to Travis’ band program. NEC Cor-
poration of America, headquartered
in Irving, and Travis recently signed
their official Partnerships in Educa-
tion agreement.

First United Methodist Church
(FUMC) of Irving, a formal Partner
in Education with Keyes Elemen-
tary School, donated 146 backpacks
filled with school supplies to stu-
dents in the Keyes neighborhood.
Church members purchased a back-
pack and filled it with school sup-
plies listed for a certain grade level.
On August 17, students and their
families who would receive the sup-
plies were invited to attend FUMC
of Irving to receive the backpacks
and words of support and encour-
agement from church members.

Telemundo, the Spanish tele-
vision network affiliated with NBC,
volunteered to partner with the
broadcasting class at MacArthur
High School – known as KMAC –
in order to provide mentors to stu-
dents in the class. According to Lori
Sims, career & technology and busi-
ness teacher at MacArthur, plans
have been made for experts in dif-
ferent areas to visit the broadcast-
ing class. Likewise, KMAC stu-
dents have been invited to visit and
tour Telemundo studio operations.
Sims said an ultimate goal is for
MacArthur broadcasting students
to produce a short segment to be
aired locally on Telemundo.

Irving ISD and the individual
schools boast more than 140 part-
nerships with Irving businesses
and individuals. For more informa-
tion regarding the Partnerships in
Education program, or to become a
partner, contact Thelma Cantu, Part-
nerships in Education coordinator,
at 972-215-5017 or access
www.irvingisd.net/pie/default.htm.

Partners support student needs
Whether a business signed a

formal Partnerships in Education
agreement with a school or they
focus their effort in informal

NEC Corporation of America donated musical instruments and back-
packs filled with school supplies to Travis Middle School for the begin-
ning of school. NEC recently signed a formal Partnerships in Education
agreement with Travis

Provided by Owen DeWitt
Las Colinas Medical Center

(LCMC) has been in a collabora-
tive effort with the local EMS dur-
ing the last quarter. Better commu-
nication and training have reduced
the time from door to balloon to an
average of 67 minutes. Medical stud-

Las Colinas Medical Center gives cardiac patients a better chance to surLas Colinas Medical Center gives cardiac patients a better chance to surLas Colinas Medical Center gives cardiac patients a better chance to surLas Colinas Medical Center gives cardiac patients a better chance to surLas Colinas Medical Center gives cardiac patients a better chance to survivevivevivevivevive
ies suggest the optimum time for
the best recovery/survival after a
heart attack is less than 90 minutes.
Speed is very important when it
comes to restoring blood flow to
the heart, a muscle. Quicker door-
to-balloon times translate into re-
duced mortality and disability.

LCMC’s Emergency Services
Department’s technology allows an
EKG performed in the field to be
electronically transmitted from the
EMS vehicle directly to the Emer-
gency Services physician and the
PDA of the Cardiologist on call.
This means the physician is already

briefed on the patient’s condition
prior to their arrival. The team then
sets in motion all appropriate ac-
tions prior to the arrival of the pa-
tient.

In American today, one in four
deaths are related to coronary heart
disease, so Las Colinas Medical

Center offers patients an even bet-
ter chance of surviving a heart at-
tack.

For more information regard-
ing Las Colinas Medical Center,
visit www.lascolinasmedicalcenter
.com.



Chapel of Roses Funeral Home

1225 E. Irving Blvd. 75060
972-554-1031

Owned & Operated by the Chism &
Crouch Families

Directors:
Charlotte Chism Waldrum
Harrell Chism
Austin E. Raney

Offering:
Traditional Funeral Services
Cremation
Military Services

www.ChapelofRosesfh.com

ACCEPTING ALL Pre-Need Funerals
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We Provide The Personal Touch
David & Carla Davis,

Owners & Licenced Funeral Directors

972-259-7644129 S. O’Connor
Irving, TX 75060

Irving’s oldest funeral home

DIANA SEARCY
Diana Searcy,
age 57, a life-
long resident of
Irving died Aug.
28, 2008 at her
home.

B o r n
Jan. 5, 1951 in
Dallas, she mar-

ried Jim Searcy on May 18, 1986 in
Irving. Good at making things with
her hands, Diana liked carpentry
and enjoyed operating power tools.

Preceded in death by her fa-
ther, Carl Pannell and baby boy
Searcy, she is survived by her hus-
band, Jim; son, Ryan Searcy; and
mother, LaVerne Pannell, all of Irv-
ing; brother, James Kinnamon and
wife Madeline of Douglassville; sis-
ter, Nancy Wilson and husband
David of Abilene; nephews, Jim
Kinnamon of Irving, Jacob
Kinnamon, wife Heidi and their
daughters, Chloé and Kayla, all of
Dalhart; and numerous uncles,
aunts and cousins.

Visitation was Aug. 30 with the
funeral service at Donnelly’s Colo-
nial Funeral Home Chapel. Memo-
rial contributions may be made to
the American Cancer Society.

JOEY MARTINEZ
Joey Martinez,
of Irving, went
to be with the
Lord on Aug. 28,
2008.

He was
born July 21,
1975 in Bakers-

field, CA. He attended Gospel Light-
house in Dallas.

Survivors include parents
Manuel and Diana Martinez; grand-
mother Berta Paredes; brother
Manuel Martinez, Jr.; sister Ruth
Zavala and husband Terry; nieces
and nephews Michael, Aaron, Sa-
rah, Rachel, Joshua, Anna, and
Matthew; 19 aunts and uncles; a
host of cousins; and many good

friends and family.
Funeral services were held

Sep. 2 at Brown’s Memorial Chapel.
Interment followed at Oak Grove
Memorial Gardens. Memorial dona-
tions may be made to Teen Chal-
lenge of Dallas, 1106 Graham, Ste.
308, Dallas, TX 75218.

JOHN THOMAS
“TOM” MURPHY

John Thomas
“Tom” Murphy
was born in To-
peka, KS to
Roger and Geor-
gia Knight
Murphy on 4-
14-1928. He

passed away on 8-28-2008. He was
80 yrs. old.

His family moved to Irving in
1938. They became members of St.
Luke Catholic Church at that time
and he has been a member ever
since. He graduated from Jesuit
High School and joined the Navy.
He spent two yrs. aboard the USS
Hector and another three yrs. at the
naval Air Force Base in Grand Prai-
rie. He married Joan Shetler at St.
Luke Catholic Church in 1952. He
retired from the Irving Fire Depart-
ment after 28 yrs of service as a
firefighter. He enjoyed fishing and
hunting, family affairs, was a mem-
ber of the Irving Professional Fire
Fighters Assoc. and the St. Luke
Silver Seniors.

He was preceded in death by
his parents, and brother Robert K.
Murphy and wife Elizabeth.

Survivors include his wife of
56 years Joan Murphy; sons John
A. Murphy and wife Brenda, Jo-
seph G. Murphy and wife Lisa,
James R. Murphy, and Jeffrey E.
Murphy and wife Kristen; daugh-
ters Janice M. Gagnon and husband
Clifford, Judith L. Yunc and hus-
band Kurt; 14 grandchildren; and 6
great grandchildren.

The Recital of the Rosary was
Sep. 2 at Brown’s Memorial Chapel.

Mass of Christian Burial was cel-
ebrated Sep. 3 at St. Luke Catholic
Church in Irving. Interment fol-
lowed at Oak Grove Memorial Gar-
dens.

HAROLD
EUGENE HINES

Harold Eugene
Hines passed
away at his
home on Aug.
30 after a
lengthy battle
with Alzheim
er’s.

Born in Salina, KS on Jan. 20,
1921 to Oscar Hines and Sadie
Morrison Hines, he was preceded
in death by his parents and brother,
Delbert Hines. Harold graduated
from Salina High School and Kan-
sas State University where he was
a member of Sigma Phi Epsilon. He
served in the United States Air
Corps from 1942 to 1945 where he
was a fighter pilot of P-51 Mus-
tangs. After graduation he moved
to Greenville, TX where he met his
wife Patricia Smith Hines. They were
married May 31, 1952. Harold loved
sports, especially golf and was an
avid reader of history and the mili-
tary. He influenced many people’s
lives and touched them with his
generosity. As an active member of
Irving North Christian Church, he
faithfully served from an elder to
lawn patrol. He was a 32nd Degree
Mason. He will be sorely missed
by all that had the joy of knowing
him.

He is survived by his wife of
56 years, Patricia Hines; daughters,
Connie DuBois and husband Ken-
neth, and Tricia Martin and hus-
band Bob; grandsons Matthew

Harold DuBois and Trey DuBois;
and great-grandson Landry
DuBois. Harold was a devoted and
loving husband, father, grandfa-
ther, and great-grandfather. If you
wish to make a memorial contribu-
tion, Harold’s wishes were that you
do so to Irving North Christian
Church.

Memorial services were held
Sep. 2 at Irving North Christian
Church. Friends were received by
the family at Donnelly’s Colonial
Funeral Home Monday.

CAREL TILLEY
Carel Tilley of
Irving passed
away Aug. 30,
2008.

S h e
was born on
Nov. 28, 1938 in

Dallas. She was a member of First
United Methodist Church in Irving.
She worked for Cartus Corporation
as a Senior Manager Agent.

She is survived by husband
John Tilley of Irving; son Neal
Hightower; daughter Colene
Hightower; son Mark Tilley; grand-
children Jennifer Martin; Lena
Moore; Chad Manning; Tiffany
Dores; Danielle Yates; Catelynn
Hightower; 9 great-grandchildren;
brother Robert Alex Lyons, II; sis-
ter Vera Kay Lyons; and numerous
nieces and nephews.

The family received friends
Wednesday at the funeral home.
Funeral services were held Sep. 4
at First United Methodist Church
in Irving. Interment followed at Oak
Grove Memorial Gardens. If de-
sired, memorial donations may be
made to The American Cancer So-
ciety or The American Diabetes

Association

CECIL
“C.D.” TAYLOR

Cecil “C.D.”
Taylor of Irving
passed away
Sep. 1, 2008.

He was
born on Sep.11,
1920 in
Shawnee, OK.

He retired from the trucking indus-
try in California.

He is survived by wife Flo Tay-
lor of Irving; sons Henry Taylor of
Irving; Cecil Wayne Taylor and wife
Sharyn of Irving; daughters Eliza-
beth Hunsinger of Irving; Karen
Dwyer of Carrollton; brother
Vernon Taylor of Lakewood, CA;
sister Bernice Jeske of Dallas; 6
grandchildren; 15 great-grandchil-
dren and 12 great-great grandchil-
dren.

The family will hold private ser-
vices at a later date. Local arrange-
ments by Brown’s Memorial Fu-
neral Home.

MAJOR CHARLES
LEANORD WEAVER

Major Charles
L e a n o r d
Weaver, 85,
passed away on
Aug. 31, 2008 in
Irving.

He was
born on April 24,

1923 in Glasgow, KY to Hollis and
Eva Weaver. Major Weaver joined
the Army Air Corp serving during
in World War II, re-enlisting in the
US Air Force serving until 1965 with
25 years of service. He went on to

Send subscriptions to
the Irving Rambler

P.O. Box 177731
Irving, TX 75017

Provided by Anita Foster
Hurricane Gustav spared the

City of New Orleans directly, how-
ever, it did not spare those families
some 50 miles to the west. Thou-
sands of homes have been damaged
and the road to recovery is going
to be long.

As evacuees return to their
communities, they will turn to the
Red Cross for shelter, daily meals,
clean-up supplies and financial as-
sistance. The organization how-
ever, is facing its own crisis.

Hurricane Gustav is expected
to cost the American Red Cross be-

tween $40-70 million. So far, the
agency has raised $2 million for
hurricane relief efforts, and three
additional storms are on the way.
But thanks to the Wireless Foun-
dation, helping a hurricane victim
is as easy as sending a text mes-
sage from your cellular phone.

Use your cell phone to donate
$5 to the American Red Cross Di-
saster Relief Fund by text messag-
ing the keyword “GIVE” to
“2HELP” (24357). These donations
will help the Red Cross purchase
food, cots, blankets, toiletries,
clean-up supplies and more. These

financial gifts ensure that the Red
Cross can move volunteers into af-
fected areas and provide vital ser-
vices like mental health and first aid.

The people of the Gulf Coast
need our help. More storms are pre-
dicted to hit the southeastern
coastal area with heavy winds and
rain in the coming week.

Donations will appear on
monthly bills or be debited from a
prepaid account balance. All appli-
cable text rates apply. If you wish
to designate your donation to a
specific disaster, you should call 1-
800-RED CROSS.

Wireless carriers participating
in Text 2HELP include AT&T, Alltel,
Sprint, T-Mobile USA and Verizon
Wireless. VeriSign is powering the

Text a message: Help hurricane victims
intelligent messaging infrastructure
to enable the short message ser-
vice. Wireless users can text their
donations anytime until Oct. 31.
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BROWN’S MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Ben F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. Brown

Funeral Directors: Gary Westerman
Michael McVey

Jason Rand

Brown Family Owned and Operated.

972-254-4242
www.brownmem.com
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Serving Irving  families
since 1963

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

KINGDOM SENIOR SOLUTIONS
Joan Black - Van Zandt

Medicare Supplements,
Medicare Advantage plans, Prescription Drug plans,
Rollovers, Fixed Annuities & Long Term Care Insurance.

Office  469-713-1862
Fax 469-324-2971

1400 W. Irving Blvd. Ste., 201
Irving, TX. 75061

www.kingdomseniorsolutions.com

work for the US Postal Service at
the Irving Downtown Office from
1965 to 1983. A longtime resident
of Irving, a member of Plymouth
Park Baptist Church and a 60+ year
member of Irving Masonic Lodge
#1218 A.F. & A.M.

He survived by his loving com-
panion and wife of 25 years, Lina V.
Campagna, son and daughter-in-
law, Jeff and Lyn Weaver, grand-
daughter, Mary Weaver all of Irv-
ing, grandson,  Kenny Weaver of
Las Vegas, NV, brother, Wm. Rob-
ert Weaver, and three sisters,
Frances Dempsey, Virginia
Alexander and Elizabeth Selegamn
all of Louisville, KY.

Funeral Services were held on
Sep. 4 at Chapel of Roses Funeral
Home. Military Honors and Ma-
sonic Gravesite Rites followed at
Oak Grove Memorial Gardens.

TOMMY HERSHEL
THOMPSON

Tommy Hershel Thompson, 60,
passed away on Sep. 1, 2008 in Dal-
las. 

He was born on Aug. 29, 1948
in Dallas to Everett and Lorene
Thompson. He was a resident of
Irving most of his life, a 1966 gradu-
ate of Irving High School, and a
member of First Baptist
Church. Tommy served in the US
Marine Corp during Vietnam obtain-
ing the rank of Sergeant.

He is survived by his daugh-
ter, Melissa Basso of Wilks-Barre,
PA, three grandchildren, Alisha Th-
ompson, Christopher Basso and
Peyton Basso all of Wilks-Barre,
PA, and two sisters, Delores
Schmitz of Corinth, TX and Linda
Sue Barnes of Coppell. 

Funeral services will be held
on Sep. 5 at Chapel of Roses Fu-

neral Home. Interment followed at
D/FW National Cemetery.

HORACE
O’NEIL LILES

Horace O’Neil
Liles, 84, passed
away on Sep. 1,
2008 in Dallas.

He was
born on Jan. 28,
1924 to J.T. and
Cordie Liles in

Tennyson, TX. Mr. Liles was a resi-
dent of Garland and prior longtime
resident of Irving, a veteran of
World War II serving in the US Air
Force, a retired Video Tape Engi-
neer for KRLD Television Station
and a member of Good Sheppard
Lutheran Church. 

He is survived by his wife,
Annie Liles of Garland, son and
daughter-in-law, Tony and Callie
Liles of Dallas, grandchildren,
Andy Bower, Chelsie Bower, Lela
and Rick Boullion, two great grand-
children, Drew and Henry, Sister,
Jeannie Wojtek of San Angelo, TX.

Funeral services were held
Sep. 4 at Chapel of Roses Funeral
Home. Interment followed at Oak
Grove Memorial Gardens.

EMILY GREEN
Emily Green, age 88, a resident of
Euless since 1992, formerly of Irv-
ing, died Aug. 26, 2008 at a Fort
Worth hospice center.

Born Jan. 10, 1920 in Pine For-
est, TX to Walter and Artie Kimbrell
Richey, she married Joe William
Green in 1943 in Rockwall. Emily
was a Wal-Mart associate in Irving
for about eight years.

Preceded in death by her first
husband, William Paul White, her
husband, Joe William Green, son,
Donald Wayne White and daugh-
ter, Emily Delorice McClelland, she
is survived by her sons, J.W. Green
of Euless and Jammie White and
wife Cherry of Hurst; 15 grandchil-

OBITUARIES
dren; 15 great grandchildren; and 4
great-great grandchildren.

Visitation will be held 6 to 9
p.m., Sep. 8 at the funeral home.
Service will be held 9 a.m., Sep. 9 at
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
Chapel. Interment will folow at Dal-
las-Fort Worth National Cemetery.

JOHN GARY
FAUBION

John Gary Faubion of Irving passed
away Aug. 31.

He was born on Jan. 5, 1931 in
Liberty Hill, TX. He was a retired
pipeline inspector. He served in the
US Army during the Korean War.

He is preceded in death by sis-
ter, Sue Cherry. He is survived by
daughters Linda Gibson; Brenda
Roberson both of Alleene, AR; and
Rhonda Rinebold of Irving; grand-
children Christy Dossett; Michael
Roberson; Tony Roberson; Misty
Miller; Eric Rinebold; 11 great-
grandchildren and nephew Walter
Y. Woodlard.

Funeral services were held
Sep. 4 at Brown’s Memorial Funeral
Home Chapel. Interment followed
Thursday at DFW National Cem-
etery. If desired, memorial dona-
tions may be made to The Ameri-
can Heart Association.

long it ends around Asheville, NC.
It took us a little over two days to
make that part of the trip. It is beau-
tiful, beautiful country.

“I also rode to Big Sur down
highway 101 in California. I planned
that trip to go to San Diego, San
Francisco and back to Dallas. The
guy riding with me said we should
go to San Francisco then San Di-
ego, so we would be on the outside
lane. Then as we were riding, if we
wanted to stop and take a picture,

we didn’t have to cross a lane of
traffic.

“On that trip, we first went to
Yosemite National Park. Our second
day we were in Creek, CO. We left
there early in the morning on Sep.
17. The temperature was 18 degrees
and dropping. Two days later we
were in Nevada. We were pulled
over by the highway patrol, be-
cause there was a running gun
battle out of California. They cleared
the highway, and we had to sit on
the side of the road for two hours.
In that part of Nevada, there are no
trees and it was 102 degrees.”

Over time the Judge has met a
variety of people while traveling.

“People are funny. When you
are riding a motorcycle, they are cu-
rious. They want to know about
where you have been, where you
are going and what is happening.

People who would normally not
give you the time of day see you
pull up on a motorcycle and they
want to know about your trip. I
have met a lot of wonderful people
just because I was riding a motor-
cycle.

“After I rode through all of the
states, I decided I would attempt
one other goal called the Iron Butt
Association. The 1,000 mile ride in
24 hours is called the Saddle Sore.
The 1,500 mile ride in 36 hours is
called the Bun Burner, and they
have other classifications. I decided
to try the 1,000 mile ride.

“I left Monticello, MN Thurs-
day morning a week ago at one
o’clock. For verification, you need
two witnesses and a gas ticket with
the date and time from the starting
point. Every time you stop for gas
you have to save the gas ticket.

When you arrive at your destina-
tion, you need two witnesses and a
gas ticket from the end of the ride. I
rode through Des Moines, Kansas
City, Oklahoma City to Dallas. Some
friends I ride with locally met me at
Nate’s Seafood & Steakhouse for
dinner. I arrived at 7:45 on Thurs-
day evening. In 18 and a half hours,
I had ridden 1,040 miles.

“For $42, they will send you a
plaque, a pin and a tag to go on
your motorcycle. So there are some
trinkets you can get for the Iron Butt
accomplishment.

“It is a personal accomplish-
ment. I am 67 years old, and I
thought it was a pretty good feat to
meet the Iron Butt challenge.”

Despite cultural stigmas,
Whitney finds that most of the
people who ride motorcycles are
normal, hard working people.

“There are stigmas attached to
riding motorcycles. Most of our
lives we have heard about the Hells
Angels and some of the other mo-
torcycle groups. But most of the
people riding motorcycles are just
everyday people. They enjoy get-
ting out and riding.

“Now because of the gas
prices, you see more people going
to mopeds, scooters and bikes to
save money. I am not a purest. If it
has two wheels and a motor, people
are enjoying themselves.

“I have a Road King with
50,000 miles on it, called ‘The
Bench.’ So if someone asks where I
am while I am riding, I am on The
Bench. That is not original. I knew
a preacher who had a motorcycle
called ‘Visitation.’ So when he was
out, he was on Visitation,” Whitney
said.

Continued from page 1

Judge takes on the Iron Butt challenge

WWWWWe want your opinionse want your opinionse want your opinionse want your opinionse want your opinions
We are needing letters to the editor discussing
the Heritage District re-development. We want

your opinions good or bad. Send your com-
ments to: Irving@IrvingRambler.com
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MECHANIC HELPERS
Construction/Crushing equipment,

Grand Prairie, call Mark
at 972.264.0540

J09H

WRITER NEEDED
For special projects. People person, detail
oriented, responsible, courteous, articulate,
computer literate, MS Office, email and
internet savvy. Call to 214-675-6493.

SALES POSITION
Local territory, established accounts, People
person, detail oriented, responsible, cour-
teous, articulate, computer literate, MS Of-
fice, email and internet savvy opportunity
for growth, experience preferred, call to
214-675-6493 to discuss your opportinities

Jon’s
Upholstery

Has  MOVED
call

972-255-0060

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENTS

ADVERTISING PRICES
First 15 words $7.00
Each additional word $0.20

Bold, Caps, border $7.00

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.  When
you place a classified advertisement in the Rambler, we publish it
online at no additional charge. The Irving Rambler does not accept
submission of an advertisement as a commitment to publish.  Pub-
lication of an advertisement does not create an obligation to con-
tinue publishing.  The Irving Rambler reserves the right to refuse to
publish any advertisement for any reason.  Ads promoting hate
groups, or including inappropriate material will not be published.
E-mail addresses will only be published if included in the copy of
your classified ad.

To purchase classified ads call 214-675-6493.

LISTING PRICES

To purchase WORSHIP section listing call 214-675-9445.
From 6 months to one year $7.47Up to 6 months $8.30

The Irving Rambler provides a WORSHIP section to bring
people of similar beliefs together.  The Irving Rambler
does not accept submission of a listing as a commitment
to publish.  Publication of a listing does not create an
obligation to continue publishing.  The Irving Rambler
reserves the right to refuse to publish any listing for any

reason.  Any listing promoting hate groups, or including
inappropriate material will not be published.  E-mail
addresses will only be published if included in the copy of
your listing.
Listings may include your religious organization’s name,
address, telephone number, website url & meeting times.

WORSHIP
Pioneer Drive Baptist Church

4034 W. Pioneer Drive
Irving, Texas 75061

972.790.8828
www.pdbcirving.com

Sundays Traditional Worship
11:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study/Prayer Meeting
7:00 p.m.

Southern Baptist

First United Methodist Church
211 W. Third St, Irving 75060

972.253.3531
www.fumcirving.org

Sundays 10:30am Sanctuary
6:30pm Chapel

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W Airport Frwy, Irving 75062
(North side of Hwy 183 between

MacArthur & Story)
972.255.4185

www.ppumc.org
Sundays 8:30, 9:15 & 11:00am

United Methodist
Berean Memorial Church

1000 E. Sixth Street, Irving 75060
972.438.1440

www.bereanmemorialchurch.org
Sundays 10:45 a.m. 6:30 p.m

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Word of God Christian Fellowship
Meeting at Plymouth Park Baptist

Church
1714 N. Story Rd., Irving 75061

Fellowship Center FH 103
214.404.1899

www.wordofgodchristianfellowship.com
Sundays 4:00 p.m.

Tuesdays 7:00 p.m.

Independent Bible

North Irving Church of Christ
727 Metker St. Irving, Texas 75062

972.252.9981
Sundays Bible Study - 9:00 a.m.
Worship - 10:00 a.m. 5:00 p.m.

Wednesdays Bible Study – 7:00 p.m.

First Christian Church
210 E. 6th Street, Irving 75060

972.579.0911
www.fccirving.org

Sundays
Bible Study for all ages - 9:30am
Traditional Worship - 10:45am

I04H

WAREHOUSE
/ DELIVERY

Must be 21, clean driving record.
Apply at Dealers Electrical

Supply, 3831 Conflans,
Irving, 75061

WANTED
Paint Work

Rental Properties / Rehab
Residential / Sheetrock Repair

Tub refinishing
Small Jobs ok

Call Curtis 214.557.8074

HELP WANTED

SPACE FOR RENT

HOUSE FOR SALE

I11H

WORK WANTED

HOME FOR SALE
BY OWNER
2-1-1 South Irving

$89,500
Call 972-259-7000 I11H

4022 Fairbanks Ct,
Irving TX 75062

3 bedroms; 2 full baths; 2 car
garage; family room with

fireplace; large fenced back yard
in a quiet cul-de-sac. Seller is
motivated to sell quickly. All

offers will be considered.
Call 972-256-2680

for appointment to see.

HOUSE FOR SALE

I30H

OFFICE SPACE
FOR LEASE

$200 a month all bills paid
Call 972-259-7000

Church of Christ

Disciples of Christ

We offer quality Christian education for
K - 4 through Sixth Grade.

Small classes  • Dedicated Teachers  •Academic Excellence

Berean Christian Academy
1000 E. 6th St., Irving TX 75060

972 - 438 - 1440
www.bereanmemorialchurch.org

“Serving Irving since 1954”

I was raised Catholic and I’m
Presbyterian now, but I’ve
always been a Christian,
regardless of denomination. I
believe that Jesus is the way.
Patricia Heaton

The inward area is the first
place of loss of true Christian
life, of true spirituality, and the
outward sinful act is the result.
Francis Schaeffer
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September 3, 2008
It is the duty of Irving’s City Council and staff

to take special care with the tax money levied from
the citizens and businesses of Irving to ensure that
no money earned from the hard work of this com-
munity is spent frivolously.   This responsibility
becomes most important in the Council’s consider-
ations of the annual budget.  This year’s proposed

taxes approved last year have been used to begin
design on the Convention Center complex, with con-
struction to begin shortly.  Irving is in the process
of a major revitalization and I am pleased that the
redevelopment has not required any further tax in-
crease for this budget cycle.

The city has decided to target problem areas
for code enforcement and crime prevention.  Twenty

City Budget Shows Restraint

budget is balanced and main-
tains the current tax rate, but
dedication to cutting unneces-
sary spending requires vigilance
throughout the year.
Minor cost increases were inevi-
table because of high energy
and fuel costs, but personnel
numbers remain the same and
unnecessary spending has been
held to a minimum.  The city ser-
vices will be preserved while
keeping spending in check.  This
budget provides a renewed ef-
fort to benefit Irving in main tar-
get areas such as economic de-
velopment, code enforcement,
crime prevention, and infrastruc-
ture.  The following issue by is-
sue breakdown offers a close look at the budget so
that you can be aware of how the City is spending
your tax money.

Overall tax revenues for this budget increased
from last year, and that good news means that
Irving’s economy is growing and properties are
appreciating in value.  The increase in tax revenues,
largely from rising values in commercial property,
has allowed the city to meet increased costs in em-
ployee benefits and health insurance without rais-
ing tax rates.  In areas where higher costs appeared,
the city was able to innovatively maneuver and
limit the budget impact of increases, including
health insurance for employees and water and sewer
rates for the community.  Irving was able to cut a
10% hike in health coverage to 8% and keeping
water and sewer rates below other Metroplex cities.
Irving remains financially sound with this budget,
preemptively managing debt and that should help
fortify the city’s AAA bond rating.

Irving enjoys an enviable economy and com-
mercial foundation, and this budget aims to con-
tinue growth, revitalize stagnant areas and add to
the appeal of the city.  The Water Street develop-
ment in Las Colinas’ Urban Center will begin con-
struction in 2009 and offer business and residential
growth.  This Las Colinas development will be
coupled with new construction to welcome the
DART line’s arrival to Irving.  The increased hotel

percent of apartment complexes
produce 80% of code enforce-
ment complaints, and Irving will
begin to proactively address
code violations in these loca-
tions.  Last year’s success in
crime reduction came partly
through a similar strategy of
concentrating on high crime ar-
eas.  This practice will continue
and will be supplemented by
anti-crime education for apart-
ment complexes and the pur-
chase of more police lookout
towers for large parking lots.  A
safe city is Irving’s highest pri-
ority and this budget builds to-
ward that goal.

With Irving’s growth,

Beth Van
Duyne has
been on the
Irving City
Council for
4 years
and is a 22

year resident of Irving.  A
magna cum laude gradu-
ate of Cornell University,
Beth is VP of Marketing for
an Irving-based technology
company.  She can be
reached at
Beth@BethForIrving.com.

infrastructure is always a concern but the city has
been able to keep costs low for water and sewer
while making capital improvements to the system
to ensure future sustainability.  Please note that
both water and sewer rates are set to rise 4% un-
der this budget, but when compared to double digit
increases slated for other Metroplex cities Irving
remains fortunate.

Although spending can and should be cut in
some areas, the budget is sound, balanced and fo-
cuses on the Council’s top priorities.  Council and
staff should continue to look for ways to cut un-
necessary spending costs and recognize we still
have work to do in this area.  For example, I am
hopeful we will thoroughly analyze and reduce the
number and amounts spent on redundant consult-
ants.  We have an obligation to spend only what
we must and lower taxes and fees whenever pos-
sible, so that we can be true representatives of Irv-
ing.
Final approval of the budget will be discussed at
the next two City Council meetings and I welcome
your input to better represent you.

Share your thoughts on this and other issues.  Visit
www.BethForIrving.com.

Beth Van Duyne
Irving City Council, Place 2

The Glass Door Banquets
Catering by Chef Richard Co.

*New, Clean, & Elegant
*Audio, Plasmas, Wireless internet
*Quinceaneras
*Wedding Recptions
*Corporate Events
*Seminars
*Holiday Parties
*And Much More

10 to 240 guest
2 separate Rooms
of 1 Large Room

1735 N. Story rd. #172
English 972-986-9630
Spanish 972-704-8100

IrIrIrIrIrving Tving Tving Tving Tving Teen Coureen Coureen Coureen Coureen Court seeks volunteers to makt seeks volunteers to makt seeks volunteers to makt seeks volunteers to makt seeks volunteers to make a differencee a differencee a differencee a differencee a difference
Provided by Martha Tucker

Teen Court offers teenage of-
fenders an important second
chance: a chance to learn from their
mistakes without the high cost and
stigma of a criminal record.

Every position in Teen Court
except the judge is held by a teen.
This is a court for teenagers by
teenagers where a trial routine is
followed. The prosecuting and de-
fense attorneys make opening
statements. The defendant takes
the witness stand and is ques-
tioned; then both attorneys make
closing statements. The case is
then handed over to the jury who
decides what punishment is appro-
priate for the crime that was com-
mitted.

The Teen Court is currently ac-
cepting new volunteers. Consider
being a leader of tomorrow and a
part of something exciting. Teen
Court offers teens an opportunity
to get hands-on experience in the
judicial process. If you want to be
an attorney, law enforcement of-

ficer, social worker, etc., Teen Court
is an excellent opportunity for you.
Perhaps you just want to make a
difference in someone’s life or just
earn community service hours.
Don’t miss this chance to be in-
volved in a rewarding experience.

Teen volunteers must be be-
tween the ages of 14 and 17, or older
if still enrolled in high school. Vol-
unteers do not have to be Irving
residents or attend an Irving
school. Teens may volunteer to be
attorneys, jurors, bailiffs, or court
clerks. Volunteers must submit an
application which is available by
calling 972-721-3601 or emailing
mtucker@cityofirving.org.  Volun-
teers must also attend a training
session on Sep. 27 from 9:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. in Irving’s Criminal Jus-
tice Center, 305 N. O’Connor. Ap-
plications must be received in the
Teen Court office by Sep. 19.

The court also needs adult
volunteers to supervise the juries
and work with the defendants in a
check-out process.
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