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By Jess Paniszczyn
 Budget time is here again for 
the City of Irving. Good times for 
all. But wait. Before you buy that 
new, big screen, HD with THX 
surround sound tuned exclusively 
to ICTN or camp out in front of 
City Hall, there are a few things 
you should know. 
 The City Council will hold 
public hearings of the proposed 
2010-11 fiscal year budget in City 
Hall at 7 p.m. on Sep. 9 and 23. 
Also on Sep. 23, the budget will 

By Jess Paniszczyn
 The Irving Schools Founda-
tion will host a 5K fun run/walk in 
memory of Lindsey Lear.
Planed for Sep. 11 at Trinity View 
Athletic Complex, the event will 
benefit scholarships and grants for 
IISD students and teachers.
 Lindsey Lear, a 2007 Irving 
High School graduate and Irving 
Schools Foundation scholarship 
recipient, lost her life on April 15 
in a tragic car accident. 
 “As an educator in the dis-
trict, I am extremely proud of the 

Tell us how you spent your summer. The Irving Rambler is looking for 
unique stories of how Irving children or families spent their summer 
days. Did you travel to exotic places or stay in Irving and help some-
one with a special need? Did you set a world record or plant a garden 
for the first time? What did you do and why was the event or activity 
unique? The Irving Rambler is planning to feature the more interesting 
stories and the people involved. Please send your stories to irving@
irvingrambler.com.

How I spent my summer

Too many unexcused absences 
can leave a young person facing 
stiff fines, but that isn’t the worst 
impact, according to Whitney. 
 “I don’t want to punish them. 
These students need an education, 
and they need to know they can 
succeed,” Whitney said. That’s the 
message he’ll share with the gov-
ernment class at Barbara Cardwell, 
where he’s likely to see some of the 
same students who have faced him 
in the courtroom.  
 Cardwell’s Principal, Curtis 
Mauricio is quick to agree: his 
students have absorbed enough 
negative experiences, calling them 
“underdogs”. 
 “They’re young people, but 
they have some adult problems: 
pregnancy, parenthood, the need to 
be employed; maybe they’re over 
eighteen. It’s all pretty tough. And 
people have told them they can’t do 
it all. They have too many strikes 
against them. We want them to 

Recession impacts City’s budget
be presented to City Council for 
adoption. The proposed budget 
calls for a $169.5 million general 
fund balanced budget. To find more 
information on the budget includ-
ing all 389 pages of the document 
itself, visit www.cityofirving.org/
budget.
 For those few citizens too dis-
tracted by the little things in life to 
read the entire proposed 2010-11 
fiscal year budget, we have the so-
lution. The remainder of this article 
contains selected highlights from 

the proposed budget as well as the 
City’s website. 
 Irving has not been immune to 
the recession. Key General Fund 
revenues have declined by $13.7 
million from the prior year and by 
$20.2 million over the last three 
years. The recession has impacted 
several revenue sources: prop-
erty tax revenues have declined by 
$10.3 million, average home values 
in Irving decreased from $129,434 
to $127,193 last year, sales taxes 
are down by $5 million, interest in-

come is down by $1.5 million, and 
zoning and development fees have 
decreased by $1 million. Franchise 
fees were reduced by $2.4 million 
because of a ruling from the Texas 
Public Utilities Commission reduc-
ing the electric franchise rate.
 Hotel Occupancy Taxes, pri-
marily derived from business 
travel, has also been significantly 

impacted by the recession. Water 
and Sewer revenues have declined 
due to over 14 months of unseason-
ably cool and wet weather reducing 
customer demand.
 Cumulatively over the last 
four years, the city has identified 
over $12 million in cost savings, 

know we’ll work with them, and 
with the court system, to help them 
get marketable skills and to gradu-
ate,” Mauricio said.
 The key, according to Mauri-
cio, is “rigor, relevance and rela-
tionship. 
 We have clear expectations; 
that’s the rigor,” he said. “But we 
have to be flexible, with flex time 
and half-day classes, and bus routes 
that work for our students.”  
 Relevance continues in the 
classrooms where students can 
achieve certifications that lead to 
meaningful employment beyond 
the diploma. And relationship is 
built in to the limited program size 
as the campus accommodates fewer 
than 500 students. Small classes 
allow for an enviable ratio of no 
more than fifteen students to each 
teacher. 
 “We’re the campus l ike 
‘Cheers,’ where everybody knows 

Irving Schools Foundation and the 
many opportunities it has to offer,” 
said Mary Jo Lear, Lindsey’s step 
mother and a Reading Specialist at 
Elliott Elementary. “As her family, 
we are quite honored and humbled 
they decided to host this event in 
memory of Lindsey.
 “Lindsey wanted to become 
a teacher. So I know she would be 
extremely proud to know money is 
going to be raised to better educate 
and further educate graduates, stu-
dents and teachers. This is kind of 
her way of giving back. 

 “I would like Lindsey to be 
remembered as the sunshine in 
every room. She was very bubbly 
and open. She always had a smile 
on her face. Lindsey was a very 
personable, very well liked girl. 
Everybody was her friend. We 
are very proud and we miss her 
dearly. This is one way we can all 
come together and walk, talk and 
remember her.
 “We have a scholarship set up 
in memory of Lindsey, and we are 
very excited to have her legacy live 
on,” she said. 

 To register for the 5K fun run/
walk, visit www.ISF5k.kintera.
org/2010 or, www.irvingisd.net/
foundation. Registration is $25 
through Sep.10. Registration on 
the day of the event begins at 7:30 
a.m. and costs $30. 
 For more information, contact 
the Irving Schools Foundation at 
972-600-5018 or irvingschools-
foundation@irvingisd.net.

Source: Irving Schools Founda-
tion

Rigor, relevance and relationship 
are the keys at Barbara Cardwell
By Alice Canham
 Irving Justice of the Peace Bob 
Whitney is excited as he parks at 
the campus of the Barbara Cardwell 
Career Preparatory Center. He’s 
about to speak to some successful 
young people – the ones who are 
happily attending school, in spite 
of the odds. 
 For 12 years, Judge Whit-
ney’s court has handled the cases 
of students who “fail to attend,” 
what used to be known as truancy. 

Fun run/walk benefits foundation
while remembering Lindsey Lear

Enjoying new playground

Life skills students at Wheeler Transition & Development Center 
enjoy the school’s new playground equipment. Source: Irving ISD

See RECESSION , Page 8

See EVERYONE , Page 5
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The Irving Rambler is accepting donations of musical instruments for 
Irving music organizations to provide to kids participating in their music 
programs. We will accept any band or orchestra equipment  including drum 
sticks, saxophones, guitars, violins, recorders, electric keyboards, etc.

If you have a band, orchestra or other musical instrument you would like to donate to a music 
program, call 972-870-1992 to arrange for someone to pick up the instrument, or drop it off at The 
Irving Rambler, 627 S. Rogers, Irving.

If you are part of a music program please let us know about you by emailing irving@
irvingrambler.com.

Due to the unexpected increase of students entering band and orchestra, the Irving 
Independent School district has a temporary shortfall of instruments for students. 
Lamar Middle School is currently short about 42 instruments while the other middle 
schools are short about a dozen instruments each. Please look in your closets, and 
donate your old instruments that are collecting dust, so a child can receive the 
instrument and enjoy the opportunity to develop musically.

Irving Independent School District

MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

WANTED

September 5 – 6
Holiday Schedule - In observance 
of Labor Day, city libraries will be 
closed on Sep. 5. There will be no 
residential trash, curbside recycling 
or brush collection on Sep. 6. All 
city offices will be closed to the 
public Sept. 6.

September 5 from 3 - 5pm
Heritage House - In honor of 
the 1936 wedding of Charles and 
Catherine Schulze, Catherine’s 
wedding gown and bridesmaids’ 
dresses will be featured in the 
bridal gown display during the 
monthly Heritage House tour. 
The Irving Heritage House will 
be open for tours from 3pm-5pm 
with docent led tours at 3pm and 
4pm. Admission is free. Bridal 
gowns dating from the 1880s to a 
mid-century informal gown from 
the 1950s will also be displayed. 
Located at 303 South O’Connor, 
the Heritage House was built in 
1912 by C. P. Schulze, brother of 
one of Irving’s co-founders. This 
restored pioneer home has been 
designed as a Texas State Historical 
Landmark. For more information 
visit www.irvingheritage.com or 
call 972-252-3838.  Group tours 
may also be arranged at alternate 
times.

September 7 at 6pm
GIRC Meeting - The Greater 
Irving Republican Club will have 
their monthly meeting at Spring 
Creek Barbeque, 3515 W. Airport 
Freeway. If you plan to have dinner, 
come at 6pm.  The meeting will 
start at 7pm. Guest speaker will 
be Kenneth A. Mayfield, Dallas 
County Commissioner. For ad-
ditional information, contact Kaye 
Ward at 972.258.1007.

September 8 from 5-7pm
Events Night - First United Meth-
odist Church IRVING, 211 W. 

Third in the downtown/heritage 
district of Irving invites you to fall 
programming for Wednesdays. 
Dinner is 5-7p (call church before 
Tuesday) to make reservations $5 
Adults & $3 for children. Begin-
ner Children’s Chimes for 1st-5th 
graders @ 5:30p. 6p is all different 
levels of children’s choirs. 7p there 
will be activities for your children 
while the adults participate in a 
variety of choices for Bible Study 
and Enrichment Programs.

September 9 at 7pm
Budget Hearings - Public hearings 
on the 2010-11 fiscal year budget 
will be held at 7 p.m. Sept. 9 and 
23 at City Hall, 825 W. Irving Blvd. 
The budget will be presented to 
City Council for adoption Sept. 23. 
The new budget year begins Oct. 
1. As proposed, the city’s $169.5 
million general fund budget is bal-
anced, and allows for the continued 
delivery of exceptional services 
to Irving residents, visitors and 
businesses. Read more about the 
budget online.

September 10 at 7pm
Receipts Invoices - Receipts/In-
voices for purchases made under 
the 2009-2010 Community Part-
nership Grants are due by 5 p.m. 
Invoices must be submitted to the 
City of Irving by 5 p.m. to receive 
reimbursement.

September 10 – 19
My Fair Lady - Lyric Stage pres-
ents Lerner and Loewe’s My Fair 
Lady in the Irving Arts Center’s 
Carpenter Performance Hall, 3333 
N. MacArthur Blvd.  The produc-
tion will feature a 38 piece orchestra 
playing Robert Russell Bennett and 
Philip J. Lang’s original Broadway 
orchestrations. Tickets are avail-
able online @ www.lyricstage.org 
or by calling 972-252-2787.

Provided by Loren Rutledge
 Irving Flood Control District 
Section III (IFCD 3) published its 
official notification to residents of 
the Valley Ranch area that the pro-
posed tax rate in support of IFCD 
3 services for fiscal year 2011 will 
be 27.4 cents per $100 valuation. 
This proposed rate is unchanged 
from the tax rate approved for the 
past two fiscal years. 
 The board carefully compared 

the District’s proposed plan of work 
for the coming year and various op-
tions for the 2011 tax rate to arrive 
at this unchanged rate, according 
to board President Kim Andres.
 “Many of the assets of the 
District that safeguard people and 
enhance the economic value of 
property throughout Valley Ranch 
have been providing dependable 
service for more than 25 years, 
and this reliability will be extended 

for many years to come as a result 
of preventative maintenance and 
strategic updates,” said Andres. 
“On the other hand, we know that 
the challenging economy has had a 
broad impact and our community 
is no exception. Accordingly, the 
board felt it important to be even 
more vigilant in balancing its op-
erational and financial responsibili-
ties.”
 If the recommended 27.4 cent 

per $100 valuation rate is adopted 
at the Sep. 13 meeting of the board, 
IFCD 3 will have slightly less funds 
available in fiscal year 2011 than 
in 2010, the result of a modest 
across the board decrease in prop-
erty value throughout the IFCD 
3 service area, as reported by the 
Dallas Central Appraisal District. 
However, according to Andres, 
careful cost control and the sched-
uled amortization of debt service 
on bonds issued to build much of 
the District’s facilities back in the 
1980s largely will offset the slight 
downward movement of available 
revenues.
 “We know that individual and 
business residents of Valley Ranch, 
alike, are taking steps to make ends 

meet in this challenging economy,” 
said Andres. “As a result of the ef-
ficiencies and effectiveness gained 
by contracting with the Dallas 
County Utility and Reclamation 
District for operating and mainte-
nance services, and because each of 
us as residents of Valley Ranch are 
particularly mindful of the impact 
of our decisions on both the quality 
and financial health of the com-
munity, we’re tightening IFCD 3’s 
own belts a little bit, while main-
taining high standards for flood 
control facilities and operations, 
and preserving the high quality of 
life provided in Valley Ranch.”
 The 2011 IFCD 3 fiscal year 
runs from Oct. 1, 2010 through Sep. 
30, 2011.

Flood Control District proposes no change in tax rate

Provided by Rick Hose
 Keep Irving Beautiful, in part-
nership with the City of Irving, 
the Trinity River Environmental 
Education Society, the Trinity River 
Authority and the Phi Theta Kappa 
Honor Society of North Lake Col-
lege, is requesting volunteers for the 
19th annual Trinity Trash Bash.  
 Irving’s event, which is part of 
a multi-community effort to promote 
clean up of the Trinity River water-
shed, will take place on Sep. 25, 8 
a.m. to 11 a.m., in neighborhoods all 
over the city. Individuals and groups 
are encouraged to participate in the 
cleanup of an area of their choosing, 

or one that is assigned to them. Vol-
unteers will be at City Hall to receive 
the bags of trash and recyclables 
brought in by the cleanup teams. 
 Following the cleanups, every-
one is invited to join in the fun at the 
City of Irving’s Main Street Event. 
There will also be a silent auction, 
featuring items donated by local 
businesses. 
 “This year we are pleased to 
partner with the City of Irving to 
merge the Main Street Event and the 
Trinity Trash Bash, and hopefully 
make it the most successful ever,” 
said KIB Coordinator Rick Hose. 
“We encourage all the residents of 

Irving to participate in a neighbor-
hood cleanup in the morning, and 
then come to the Main Street Event 
to help us make it litter-free, and to 
enjoy the variety of entertainment it 
has to offer.”
 Those interested in participat-
ing in the Trinity Trash Bash may 
register online at www.cityofirving.
org/KIB/ttb/i.asp. If you would like 
to volunteer to be part of the KIB 
Main Street Team, please go to www.
rockthegreen.org and click on the 
“Main Street” link to register. For 
additional information, call the KIB 
office at 972-721-2175 or email KIB 
at info@rockthegreen.org. 

Trinity Trash Bash volunteers needed
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POLICE & FIRE

Irving Fire Department responded to 186 incidents.
The Fire incidents

    46  Miscellaneous Fire 
         and Rescue Calls
      3  Structure Fires
      2   Special Operations
      4  Vehicle Fires

Medical calls
    7  Major Accidents
  51 Major Medical
    9 Heart Attacks
  17 Difficulty Breathing
  30 Trauma Related
  17 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary:  August 26 - 30, 2010

Irving Sunrise Rotary
Thursday at 7 am

Las Colinas Country Club
4400 N. O”Connor Rd.

Yellow Rose AMBUCS
Wednesday’s at 6:00pm

IHOP Restaurant- Beltline Rd.
1801 N. Beltline Rd.

Irving AMBUCS
Thursday at 11:30am

New Panda Cafe
West Hwy 183 service rd.

Saturday Singles Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

972-254-3525

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm

Junior Girls – 2nd Sunday at 12:30pm
3375 Belt Line Rd

Just South of Shady Grove

Irving Noonday Lions
2nd, 3rd & 4th Wednesday at Noon

New Panda Café
West Hwy 183 at Story

Irving Shrine Club
2nd Thursday at 6:30pm

IHOP Restaurant- Beltline Rd.
1801 N. Beltline Rd.

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Christian Church

2301 Texas Drive

Buttons & Bows
Square & Round Dance Club 

1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 
Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

Las Colinas Rotary
Noon, Tuesdays 
La CIMA Club 

5215 N O Connor Blvd

 Organizations are required to re-submit their information on a 
monthly basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have accurate infor-
mation.
 Listings are limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location and 
time. If an organization wishes to have more information than the free 
listing offers, we will continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Dwelling Place
1126 Hilltop Drive

Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Next meeting Sept. 9th
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    972.445.0049

Circle 1 - Square & Round
Dance Club

2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Widowed Persons Service 
Saturday Morning 8:30am
IHOP Restaurant-Beltline

1801 N. Beltline Rd.

CLUBS

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
August 26 from 7:30 to 9 PM

Senter Park East Recreation Building, 
228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Aggravated Robbery: 08-26-10 
at 9:19 p.m.  Two victims were 
robbed as they were walking home 
in the Brittany Place Apartments 
at gunpoint by a male armed with 
a small, black pistol. The suspect 
fled in a light-blue car.

Aggravated Robbery: 08-27-10 
at 1 a.m.  The victim was sitting in 
his car talking on his phone in the 
1200 block of  Hidden Ridge when 
the suspect pointed a black pistol 
at him. Suspect took the victim’s 
wallet, cell phone and Ipod before 
fleeing on foot.

Attempt Child Abduction: 08-26-
10 at 3 p.m. An eight-year-old fe-
male reported that she was walking 
home from school in the 1600 block 
of TuCasa Dr., when she noticed a 
male seated in a vehicle parked 
along the street. The male got out 
of the vehicle and approached the 
female as she was walking. The 
male grabbed the female from 
behind, but the female was able 
to get away and run home. Once 
home she contacted her mother 
who called the Irving Police. The 
female was not injured during the 
incident and the male fled in an 
unknown direction.
 Suspect is described as a White 
or Hispanic male, approximately 
30- years-old, bald, and clean 
shaven. The suspect spoke English 

08-31-10 at 12:20 p.m.  A Black 
male walked into the First Conve-
nience Bank located inside Wal-
Mart (4001 West Airport Freeway) 
in Irving, and presented a teller 
with a note demanding money. 
The teller complied and the suspect 
walked away toward the exit doors 
of the Wal-Mart. 
 Police responded to the loca-
tion but were unable to locate the 
male. Officers were able to obtain 
photographs of the suspect from 
surveillance cameras. The suspect 
description was given as a Black 
male approximately 30-years-old, 
medium height, thin build, wear-
ing metal frame glasses and a dark 
colored shirt. The male appears 
to be the same suspect as the one 
responsible for a similar Bank Rob-
bery that occurred in Arlington, on 
08-20-10. 
 Investigators are requesting 
the public’s assistance in identify-
ing the suspect. Anyone having 
information regarding the suspect 
is asked to contact the Irving Police 
Department at 972-273-1010.

Source: Irving Police Department

and Spanish during the incident. 
Vehicle was described as a small 
red SUV with tinted windows. Po-
lice Investigators are asking anyone 
with information that could help 
them locate/identify the male and 
the vehicle to call the Irving Police 
Immediately at 972-273-1010.

Aggravated Robbery: 08-28-10 at 
9:31 p.m.  Two suspects knocked 
on the door to an apartment in the 
Rayo Del Sol Apartments looking 
for a friend of the victims’. When 
the victims let the suspects in, one 
suspect displayed a shotgun and 
the second displayed a handgun. 
Suspects took a laptop and a cell 
phone and then fled.

Burglary (Safe): 08-29-10 at 5:54 
p.m.  Officers responded to an 
alarm and observed an open door at 
the Alaniz Auto Ranch. Unknown 
suspects took a small amount of 
cash and a four-foot tall safe. The 
alarm lines had been cut.

Robbery: 08-29-10 at 8:35 p.m.  A 
pizza delivery driver was assaulted 
by two juvenile males in the 3900 
block of Portland. The driver was 
able to run away, and the juveniles 
attempted to take his car. The 
suspects were unable to drive a 
standard transmission and ran away 
when people came outside from an 
apartment

Aggravated Robbery: 08-30-10 at 
6:35 p.m.  The victim was working 
alone and had left the back door to 
Regency Cleaners open. The victim 
was working near the back door 
when the suspect approached him 
wearing a white mask and asked for 
twenty dollars.
The victim told the suspect he 
didn’t have twenty dollars and to 
take the change. The suspect then 
pointed a handgun at the victim and 
demanded all the money. When the 
victim stated he didn’t have any 
money, the suspect walked off be-
hind the business at which time the 
victim was able to call 911. 

Police seek bank 
robbery suspect

 The Irving Police Athletic/
Activities League (PAL) is offering 
a new “Urban Outdoors” Program. 
The Urban Outdoors Program is 
a joint partnership between the 
Irving PAL and Texas Parks & 
Wildlife. This program was cre-
ated to provide a safe and secure 
environment for students to learn 
about and appreciate the great out-
doors by participating in outdoor 
recreational activities. 
 “We outreach to segments of 
the population of the state of Texas 
that are not engaged in outdoor 
recreation options,” said Fernando 

Reyes an Urban Outdoor Program 
Specialist. “They may not be aware 
of how to safely and competently 
do activities like archery, kayaking, 
fishing, boating and hunting. 
 “While there are areas of the 
state that would still be considered 
rural, these types of activities that 
are being lost are being lost to prog-
ress. You can virtually fish or hunt 
with electronic games, however, 
it’s not the same. 
 “People sometimes want to 
explore these activities, but at times 
there may be an understandable but 
hypersensitivity or an unrealistic 

Police Athletic League offers outdoors youth program
fear of recreating outside. Folks 
will say, ‘oh, there are bugs,’ or 
they are afraid to get into the water 
because of amoebas. Those sorts of 
things get in the way of individuals 
going outside and enjoying na-
ture.” 
 Urban outdoors focuses on 
outdoor skills emphasizing trust, 
respect, accountability and lead-
ership. In addition, the kids and 
their families develop positive 
relationships with police officers 
in a non-traditional setting. The 
program will offer archery, camp-
ing, kayaking, freshwater fishing, 
hunting, firearm safety, mountain 
biking, rock climbing and saltwater 
fishing with activities held at the 
Irving PAL facility and Texas Parks 
& Wildlife Learning Center.
 “This program offers another 
avenue for kids who might not like 
the traditional sports of boxing, 
wrestling, basketball or soccer,” 
said Sgt. Joe Palomar with Irving 
PAL. “It allows kids to be active 
and enjoy the outdoors.
 “The program first focuses on 

building a trusting relationship with 
the kids. Our goal is to gain their 
trust, so we can start working on 
some other core values of account-
ability, leadership, and self esteem. 
We understand the kids are our 
future. We are trying to give them 
the skills necessary to succeed. 
 “More than 80 kids came out 
to our first archery demonstration. 
Many of those kids have not been 
affiliated with the Police Athletic 
League. They have been asking us 
to hold more classes.  
 “We are still in the process of 
scheduling the camp trips. A lot 
will be determined by volunteers. 
Since we are a nonprofit, all the 
adults that go out there will par-
ticipate on a voluntary basis.
 “Archery is scheduled for the 
first and third Tuesday of every 
month. It is an open class where 

kids can show up between 4 and 
6 p.m. They will receive a demon-
stration and clinic on how to shoot, 
and they will be able to shoot the 
targets with archery equipment.” 
 The Urban Outdoors Program 
is designed for boys and girls 8 
to 18 with some age restrictions 
depending on the activity. The 
program is free of charge. Please 
Note: due to facility and manpower 
constraints only a limited number 
of participants will be able to attend 
each activity.
 For more information about 
any of the programs offered or if 
you would like to sponsor or vol-
unteer at the Irving PAL, contact 
Officer Solis at 972.254.4659 or 
e-mail rsolis@cityofirving.org. 

Source: Irving Police Athletic/
Activities League

Residential & Commercial Real Estate
   Buying, Selling or Relocating call...

Each office is independently owned and operated.  

BILL WREN
Broker/Associate

(469) 951-1435
(972) 601-7841

Serving Irving since 1966

Photo of suspect.
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LEGAL NOTICE
 CLERK OF THE COURT
 JUDY CARNES
 100 NORTH BROADWAY
 P. O. BOX 1018
 TYLER, TEXAS 75710

THE STATE OF TEXAS

NOTICE OF DEFENDANT:
“You have been sued. You may employ an attor-
ney. If you or your attorney do not file a written 
Answer with the clerk who issued this citation 
by 10:00 a.m. on the Monday next following the 
expiration of forty-two days after the date of is-
suance if this citation and petition, a default judg-
ment may be taken against you.”

TO: MELINDA FORNEY, Defendant, Greeting:

You are hereby commanded to appear by filing a 
written Answer to the Plaintiff’s Original Petition 
and Jury Demand at or before ten o’clock a.m. on 
the Monday next after the expiration of forty-two 
days after the date of issuance of this citation, 
before the Honorable County Court at Law #3 
of Smith County, Texas at the courthouse of said 
county in Tyler, Texas. Said Plaintiff’s Petition 
was filed with the court on the 26th day of April 
A.D., 2010, in this case, numbered 58,010-B on 
the docket of said court and styled,

SHALUNDA MASS, Plaintiff
 vs.
MELINDA FORNEY, Defendant

The names of the parties to the cause are as fol-
lows:
SHALUNDA MASS is Plaintiff and MELINDA 
FORNEY is
Defendant.

A brief statement of the nature of this suit is as 
follows, to-wit:
Auto Damages as is more fully shown by Plain-
tiff’s Petition and Jury Demand on file in this suit.
The officer executing this writ shall promptly 
serve the same according to requirements of law, 
and the mandated thereof, and make due return as 
the law directs.
Issued and given under my hand and seal of said 
court,at office in Tyler, Texas, this date: 29 day of 
July, 2010.
Attest: Judy Carnes
Smith County Clerk

HELP
WANTED

CARRIER NEEDED
Must be available Friday nights. Must have a good driving 
record, licence and auto insurance. Carriers are making a 
minimum of $240 per month for three to five hours of delivery 
time. 972-870-1992. 

HOUSE
FOR SALE

RustIC homE 
Rustic home on large, scenic 
lot available at 1616 W. 7th St. 
Split bedrooms, large sun-
room overlooking a large back 
yard. Roof recently added. 3 
bedroom, 2 bathroom, 1819 
square feet. Must sell as fam-
ily has outgrown this house

housE & 
CottAGE

House is 2/1, 2-sink vanity, 
w/d conn., HVAC & gas, lots of 
closets/storage, wood floors, 
covered breezeway between 
house and 2-car garage. Cot-
tage is 1/1, kitchen, all electric, 
separate bedroom and bath, 
wood floors. Great for home 
office or Mom! Water and lawn 
care included in rent! CALL 
214.675.9445

hoRsE
PRoPERtY

2/1 house & 1/1 cottage- great 
for home office! Three stall 
barn & three large corrals. 
Water and lawn care incl. 
CALL 214.675.9445

FOR 
RENT

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENTS

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Public Hearing
The City Council of the City of Irving, Texas 
will conduct a public hearing on the 2010-11 
City of Irving Budget including General Fund, 
Water & Sewer System Funds, Solid Waste 
Fund, Garage Fund, Interest & Sinking Funds, 
Capital Improvement Funds, Other Funds, 
Irving Convention & Visitors Bureau Funds 
and the Arts Center Funds, in the City Coun-
cil Chambers Civic Center Complex, 825 W. 
Irving Boulevard, Irving, Texas on September 
9, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. 

LEGAL NOTICE

sALEs PosItIoN
Local territory, People person, 
detail oriented, responsible, 
courteous, articulate, com-
puter literate, MS Office, email 
and Internet savvy opportunity 
for growth, experience pre-
ferred. Call to 214-675-6493 
to discuss your future.

CAN’T MISS
THIS GARAGE SALE!!

Really, really BIG
@ 1824 W. 11th St.

Sept. 10-12
What ever you need,

we’ve got!
Call Pat @ 972-834-6645

GARAGE
SALE

NOTICE OF MEETING
BUILDING AND STANDARDS COMMISSION
Thursday, September 16, 2010 at 3:00 p.m.

CITY HALL 825 WEST IRVING BOULEVARD

WORK SESSION – 2:00 PM – Council Conf. Room
1   Legal Advice by The Commission’s Legal Counsel
2   Review of Staff Procedures
3   Review of Regular Agenda
4   Ethics Video

5   EXECUTIVE SESSION
Villas of Irving, LTD dba The Villas Apartments vs. City of Irving 
Building and Standards Commission
Pacific Manor, Inc. vs. City of Irving Building and Standards 
Commission (Kings Manor Complex)
Pacific Manor, Inc. vs. City of Irving and Gary Miller (Kings 
Manor Complex)
Shin Ho “ Sam” Kim dba Texas Lunch Box vs. City of Irving and 
City of Irving Building and Standards Commission (1923 Senter)
SPT Apartments, LLC vs. City of Irving; City of Irving Building 
and Standards Commission
6 Pursuant to Section 551.071(2) of the Texas Government 
Code, the Commission will convene in Executive Session to 
consult with its attorneys regarding ethics requirements and 
orientation on commission practices and procedures.

VOLUNTARY  COMPLIANCE

2709 Harvest Lake Dr. 
1808 Carolyn St.
102 W Grauwyler Rd. 
1025 English
2836 Fairbrook St. 
900 Allen Dr.

CONSENT  AGENDA
1 Approving The Building and Standards Commission Work 
Session Minutes and the Public Hearing Minutes for July 22, 
2010.

CLOSE FOR COMPLIANCE:

2 BSCP0907-0004 – 2702 Cartwright St. – Rickie Don Enyart/ Wells 
Fargo Bank c/o American Home Mortgage Svc Inc.

3 BSCP0909-0010 – 1300      
   Brushwood Dr. – Fannie Mae
   
4 BSCP0911-0012 – 1605 Oak     
   Lea - Jonas A Gonzalez

INDIVIDUAL   CONSIDERATION

5 BSCP1006-0005 – 1310 Bell –  James E Culp/Duetsche 3 
Bank National Trust Company 

4 
6 BSCP1007-0003 – 200, 201, 202, 203 Alpine Ct. –  The 200 
Alpine Court Trust, No. 06152010-01 c/o Home Owner One/
Kenneth 
Upchurch

7 BSCP1006-0009 – 1716 Landmark – Robert Eugene Lucas 

8 BSCP1006-0003 – 914 Compton Ave. –  Elijah Stephenson, 
Jr., Alonzo Stephenson and Juanita Stephenson/Benita Louise 
Stephenson & Anthony Eugene Stephenson 
1 
9 BSCP0905-0008 – 302 W 16th St. – Patricia B Baxter & Ashley 
D Caves 

10 SCP1006-0013 – 1005 Metker (Units 53, 54, 55, 56) dba 
Irving Place Apts. – Henry S Chen

11 BSCP1002-0006 – 2433 a.k.a 2431 E. Grauwyler Rd. –  Julia 
A Forte

12 BSCR1001-0002 – 405 Red River Trl – Samuel P Correnti, 
Ann E Correnti & Gail A Correnti

13 BSCP0702-0005 – 1813 a.k.a 1815 S Story Rd. –  Anthony 
Michele Slayden

14 BSCP0911-0001 –1828 James St. – William Dewayne Hill

15 BSCP0908-0011 – 2630 Cartwright – Girthel I Couch & Doris 
Mae Couch

16 BSCP0909-0006 – 1707 Voirin –  Mario Rodriguez

17 BSCP0912-0003 – 1832 Piedmont – Ben Duggan

This facility is wheelchair accessible and handicap-parking 
spaces are available.  Requests for interpretation services or 
assistive hearing devices must be made 48 hours prior to the 
meeting.  Contact the City Secretary’s Office at (972) 721-2493 
or (TDD) 1-800-RELAY TX (1-800-735-2989) for assistance

Open Letter to the Rambler
Concerning City of Irving and Mc-
Dougal Owned Properties
 Your article in the August 28, 
2010, edition of the Rambler con-
cerning the dilapidated condition 
of the old historic fire station was 
excellent. I applaud your interest 
in the building and hope that your 
article motivates the City to restore 
it. 
 Although the City says there is 
no money for the restoration, and 

that it cannot serve as a museum, 
in reality, it is a museum piece in 
and of itself. That is how most cit-
ies consider buildings that are part 
of their history – museum worthy 
historical sites! We have other 
such sites designated in Irving, 
so it completely puzzles me why 
there is even a consideration NOT 
to restore this building. If there is 
money for other development for 
tourism, then I do believe that this 
project could be squeezed out of 

some of the Brimer money also. 
After all, it is of interest to tourist.
 All this discussion, however, 
led me to another dilemma. How 
does the City get away with let-
ting this building and other city 
owned buildings around town fall 
into this severe disrepair without 
getting the same type of citations, 
or reprimands, or notices to repair 
ordinary citizens receive? 
 The City isn’t the only benefi-
ciary. Seems like Mr. McDougal 

is also the recipient of the Code 
Enforcements largesse. When you 
start to look around there are liter-
ally scores of properties belong-
ing to the City and to McDougal 
that are blatantly violating almost 
every code on the books. It seems 
that McDougal and the City have 
become symbiotic not only in their 
property holdings and finances, but 
also in their ability to escape the 
code enforcement department. It 
is very difficult to tell where one 
stops and the other starts (the City 
and McDougal.)
 For a few examples you can 
take a drive to downtown Irving 
and find these buildings and viola-
tions:
--502 W. 2nd Street, AAMCO,
 unlocked doors
--502 W. 2nd Street, AAMCO,
 large bay door unlocked
--502 W. 2nd Street, AAMCO,
 gates behind building
 unlocked
--439 W. 2nd Street, Transmission 
 Shop, unsightly debris and 
 weeds
--439 W. 2nd Street, Transmission 
 Shop, oil soaked grounds
--416 W. 2nd Street, Crown Pool, 
 vagrant living inside of
 building
--506 W. 6th Street, vacant
 apartments, Lakes at Hilltop, 
 $400,000 loaned to 
 McDougal for demolition
 over 6 months ago and these 
 are still standing in apparent 
 disrepair
--506 W. 6th Street, house next

 door to apartments, home has 
 open doors and broken
 windows
 It took less than fifteen minutes 
to compile this list. Drive around 
for an hour and the list would run 
off the page. And by the way, I 
didn’t bother to list all the high 
grass and weeds on the lots with 
the purple signs (McDougal.)
 While we sit here in S. Irving 
with abandoned buildings decaying 
all around us, we watch our tax 
dollars being spent on $2 million 
dollar projects like sidewalks in Las 
Colinas. There’s taxpayer money 
for N. Irving projects, but not a 
cent to keep S. Irving from rapidly 
decaying from neglect. Just how 
much would it take to restore the 
fire station?  Surely a part of history 
is better than a sidewalk. 
 All of these violations invite 
crime, mischief, and danger. What 
would happen if I, as an ordinary 
taxpayer, allowed any of these 
conditions to exist on my property? 
Why are the City and McDougal 
being given passes? Why are we 
being fed a line about how well S. 
Irving is doing? This is not redevel-
opment. This is the makings for an 
unsightly ghetto. 
James Baker

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The Letters to the Editor allows 
you the opportunity to give 
your input, letters, comments 
– good as well as bad.
If you would like to see your 
ideas in print, email them to 
Irving@IrvingRambler.com

 Ranchview High School International Baccalaure-
ate (IB) coordinator and Instructional Facilitator, Erin 
Frye, was named to the Texas International Baccalaure-
ate Schools (TIBS) Board of Directors as the Diploma 
Programme representative.  
 Erin Frye has been the Coordinator of IB Programs 
for Ranchview High School (RHS) in Carrollton-Farmers 
Branch ISD for the past four years. She facilitated both 
inquiry and application processes for RHS’s Diploma 
Programme and the Middle Years Programme partner-
ship application for RHS and Barbara Bush Middle 
School. RHS has been an authorized DP World School 
since 2007 with MYP World School status having just 
been confirmed this spring. 
 For the past two years, she has served as the IB 
Theory of Knowledge teacher, the Extended Essay 
Coordinator, and CAS Coordinator as well. Ranchview 
High School has been a member of TIBS for the past 
four years.  
 For more information about TIBS visit www.texa-
sibschools.org. 
Source: Carrollton-Farmers Branch ISD

Ranchview teacher 
fills IB position



Page 5The Irving Rambler 972-870-1992 September 4, 2010

  

Mabel Zevallos, M.D.
Specializing in  Gastroenterology

•  Top 10% in medical school 
 at Universidad Nacional 
 Mayor de San Marcos in 
 Lima, Peru
•  Residency at Bronx Lebanon 
 Hospital Center in New York
•  Certified by American Board 
 of Internal Medicine in
 Gastroenterology in 2005
•  Bilingual-Spanish and
 English

Call to schedule
an appointment today!

972-253-4270

INTRODUCING

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Ste 325
Irving TX 75061

Answers for Sept. 4, 2010

your name,” Marucio said.
 It’s still a little-known resource 
and Lead Counselor Eddie Vernon 
finds himself recruiting each year. 
The campus draws from throughout 
the District and serves those from 
ninth grade through graduation, 
which may take longer for youths 
who have fallen behind. Some of 
the Cardwell graduates were 21 
when they finally celebrated their 
accomplishment. 
 “We don’t get hung up on 
time frames,” said Vernon. “We 
just want to show them it’s not too 
late to fill in the gaps, so they can 
graduate.” Barbara Cardwell CPC 
accepts students throughout the 
school year.
 Are there still some students 
who “fail to attend”? As in every 
school throughout Irving ISD, care-
ful attendance records will reveal 
the reality. Last year Lead Truant 

Officer Jose Gallaga, who is an 
IISD employee assigned to Barbara 
Cardwell CPC, had to file over 150 
cases of FTA. It’s a measure of last 
resort, however. Gallaga starts by 
visiting with the student whose at-
tendance is problematic. 
 “Maybe their electricity is 
cut off, or they don’t have clothes. 
Sometimes the student is a parent 
and doesn’t have childcare. It’s not 
usually the student’s fault if they 
have money problems. So maybe 
I can put them in touch with a re-
source like Irving Cares, and they 
can get the problem fixed that way,” 
Gallaga said. 
 And if the problem recurs, Gal-
laga will help the student explore 
alternatives like attending school 
part-time, and will also refer the 
student to a GED or reputable 
online diploma program. A proud 
1989 graduate of Nimitz High 
School in Irving, Gallaga points to 

himself as a case of “making it”. 
 “I tell them I did it. They can, 
too,” he said.
 There may be a way to further 
enrich the “relationship” offered 
to students in the Irving ISD no 
matter what school they attend. 
Judge Whitney tells the story of a 
young woman who was sidetracked 
by a pregnancy in her high school 
years. 
 “She persevered, with a lot 
of encouragement, and ultimately 
got her law degree at SMU. She’s 
an example of what a person can 
accomplish with the right mentor-
ing,” Whitney said. 
 Those with a heart for educa-
tion and relationship are encour-
aged to contact Principal Curtis 
Mauricio at 972-600-6140 if they 
wish to become a mentor or Part-
ner in Education with the Barbara 
Cardwell Career Preparatory Cen-
ter. 

Continued from page 1

Everyone knows your name

 Irving ISD enrollment was 
33,955 on Aug. 30, the sixth day 
of the 2010-2011 school year.
 Elementary enrollment was 
17,518; middle school enrollment 
was 7,134 and high school enroll-
ment was 9,253. Projected enroll-
ment for this school year is 34,219, 
and this day-six enrollment is 546 
students more than the same day 
last year.
Source: Irving ISD

 Lauretta Johansen and Juan 
Frausto were announced as 2010-
2011 Irving ISD Teachers of the 
Year during the Board of Trustees 
meeting Aug. 30. 
 Johansen is fifth grade gifted 
and talented teacher at Lee El-
ementary School, and Frausto is 

the Advancement Via Individual 
Determination (AVID) teacher 
and AVID site manager at de 
Zavala Middle School. The two 
teachers were presented plaques 
and congratulated by the Board of 
Trustees. 
 Trustees also noted and rec-
ognized Campus Teachers of the 

Year. High school honorees are: 
Tracy Womble, CTE teacher at 
Irving High School; Janice Battles, 
English teacher at MacArthur High 
School; Bernard Manale, special 
education teacher at Nimitz High 
School; Phillip Hubbard, algebra 
teacher at Singley Academy; and 
Terri Buckerfield, CTE teacher at 

Cardwell Career Preparatory Cen-
ter.
 Middle school honorees are: 
Meredith Fiaccone, special edu-
cation teacher at Austin Mid-
dle School; Donald Cummings, 
reading teacher at Bowie Middle 
School; Pam Lawson, science 
teacher at Crockett Middle School; 
Shane Smith, math teacher at Hous-
ton Middle School; Kara Noah, 
science teacher at Lamar Middle 
School; Lisa Austin, science teach-
er at Travis Middle School; Freddie 
Brigham, teacher at Secondary 
Reassignment Center; and Gerri 
Godsey, teacher at Wheeler Transi-
tion & Development Center.
 Elementary school honorees 
are: Carmen Ponce Rodriguez, bi-
lingual third grade teacher at Barton 
Elementary School; Kami Hinkle, 
first grade teacher at Brandenburg 
Elementary School; Juanita Marti-
nez, bilingual third grade teacher at 
Britain Elementary School; Jila Zo-
nozy, special education teacher at 
Brown Elementary School; Camila 
Douglas, third grade teacher at 
Davis Elementary School; Carrie 
Davila, third grade teacher at Elliott 
Elementary School; Ben Moreno, 
fourth grade dual language teacher 
at Farine Elementary School; 
Susan Sain, first grade teacher at 
Gilbert Elementary School; Dana 
Crow, second grade ESL teacher 
at Good Elementary School; Lisa 
Porter, fifth grade GT teacher at 
John Haley Elementary School; 
Amy Walker, first grade teacher at 
Thomas Haley Elementary School; 
Cassie Cox, third grade teacher 
at Hanes Elementary School; 
Katie O’Gorman, math interven-

tion teacher at Johnston Elemen-
tary School; Florida Jones, first 
grade teacher at Keyes Elementary 
School; Jennifer LeGuen, third 
grade teacher at Lively Elementary 
School; Karen Lowman, music 
teacher at Schulze Elementary 
School; Kay Heldman, fourth 
grade teacher at Stipes Elementary 
School; Jaime Fischer, fifth grade 
GT teacher at Townley Elementary 
School; Michelle Young, third-fifth 
grade AMI teacher at Townsell El-
ementary School; Sharon Graber, 
prekindergarten teacher at Clifton 
Early Childhood School; Amber 
Witcher, prekindergarten teacher at 
Kinkeade Early Childhood School; 
and Kim Arrington, prekindergar-
ten teacher at Pierce Early Child-
hood School.
 A reception for all teachers of 
the year will begin at 6 p.m. Sep. 
20 at Singley Academy, followed 
by a formal recognition ceremony 
in the school’s auditorium.
Source: Irving ISD

Irving ISD’s Teachers of the Year announced

Enrollment 
tops 33,900
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the Grand Re-Branding of
Western Heritage CHurCH

Worship - 11am, 
Sunday

WHere?
525 North Sowers Rd. 75061

www.westernhc.org
Pastor Jody Nichols and the church cordially invites everyone to come and enjoy a won-

derful afternoon of good old Texas Western Cultural fun and activities.

mutton Bustin’ sheep Riding
 Open to all kids 3-7 yrs, weighing 60 lbs and under.
Pee-wee Bronc Riding
 Jr. Ponies (6-8 yrs old), Sr. Ponies (9-12 yrs old)
Pony Rides

Cowboy Arena Events
for Kids & Family!

RULES!
--Protective equipment 
mandatory! Helmets avail-
able at event.
--Parent/Legal Guardian 
must sign a release before 
your child can ride!
--Small prizes/ribbons 
given out to the children
who can stay on the lon-
gest.

WHen?
Saturday September 18th

Noon to 6pm

other stuff to Enjoy!
mechanical Bull
Bounce houses, Face Painting, & Clowns
Country Western Gospel Bands
Vendors: Food & Refreshments, Crafts, Western Jewelry, 
Western & Cowboy Photography 

John 10:9 Jesus Said,
“I am the gate; 
whoever enters 
through me will 
be saved”

WORSHIP

st. stephen’s
Presbyterian Church

1621 W. Grauwyler Road, Irving, 75061
972-259-8744

email:  secretary@ststephenspres.com
website:  www.ststephensirving.org

Sunday Worship 10:50 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Presbyterian USA

Bible Church
Living Word Global Church

1917 Rindie St., Irving, 75060
972-259-2181

Sunday10:30am Wed7:00 pm

oak haven
united methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m. 

Woodhaven Presbyterian 
Church

3650 North O'Connor Road
Irving, Texas 75062

www.woodhavenpres.org
Rev. Michael L. Thompson

Sunday School 9:00am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30am

972.541.0747
Preschool & Parents Day Out

Tues. & Thurs. 9:00am- 2:00pm
“In this was manifested the love of God 
toward us, because that God sent his only 
begotten Son into the world, that we might 

live through him.” 1John 4:9

Presbyterian USA

United Methodist

First united
 methodist Church 

211 W. Third, 75060
in the heart of Irving in the downtown/

historic district
972.253.3531 www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School for all ages 9 am

Worship 10:30 am Worship Center
6:30 pm Fellowship Hall

FUMC-IRVING is the church
where generations worship, play & pray 

TOGETHER! 

Kirkwood united
methodist Church

2232 W. 5th, Irving, TX 75060
972-254-4191

servicio de Inspiracion 9:00a.m.
Worship service 10:45a.m.

www.kirkwoodumcirving.org

A Friendly Biker Church

www.hopeirving.org

Hope Fellowship
At the Pigeon Hole
132 W. Irving Blvd
Irving, TX 75060

Services
Saturday 6:oopm

Sunday 8:45am & 10:45am

214-432-1599214-432-1599214-432-1599

Pastor Dennis King
Leader of the Pack

“Invited to Dinner”
Provided by Rebecca Jackson
 The University of Dallas will in-
stall Thomas W. Keefe as the school’s 
8th president on Sep. 10. The inau-
guration ceremony will take place 
as part of the annual Mass of the 
Holy Spirit at 4 p.m. in the Church 
of the Incarnation on the University’s 
campus. A reception will follow on 
the University Mall.
 Keefe was named president of 
the University last December and as-
sumed the position on March 1. With 
a Juris Doctor from the University of 
Kansas College of Law and Bachelor 
of Arts from Benedictine College, 
Keefe has spent more than 20 years in 
higher education, previously serving 

as the vice president of advancement 
at Saint Louis University.
 During his career, Keefe has 
also worked with the Catholic Aid 
Association Foundation in St. Paul, 
Minn., the University of St. Thomas’ 
Saint Paul Seminary School of Divin-
ity, Francis Marion Drake Society 
at Drake University, and practiced 
law with Children’s Legal Rights in 
Washington, D.C. He has published 
numerous articles on legal and social 
justice issues, fundraising, and donor 
cultivation.
 For more information about the 
inauguration, go to www.udallas.edu/
inauguration

UD to inaugurate 
new president

 In cooperation with the Greater 
Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of 
Commerce and Carrollton-Farmers 
Branch ISD, Irving ISD hosted a real-
tors’ forum at Four Seasons Resort & 
Club Aug. 25.
 The focus for the forum was to 
provide realtors with more in-depth 
information about the two school 

districts that serve residents in the 
city of Irving. Videos highlighting 
the various positive aspects of both 
school districts were shown and the 
superintendents from both districts 
gave presentations. A discussion 
panel consisting of representatives 
from each district were also avail-
able to answer realtors’ questions. 

The panels consisted of the district 
superintendent, an assistant super-
intendent, a school principal and a 
parent.
 Though the forum has been held 
in years past, it has been approxi-
mately 10 years since the last event. 
More than 120 realtors attended 
the event that was organized by the 
chamber’s education committee.
Source: Irving ISD

First realtors’ forum a success
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972-259-1123

109 S. Main Street,
Irving, Tx 75060

For coupons visit 
www.gloryhousecatering.com

BUFFET LUNCH AND SALAD BAR
HOMEMADE SOUPS

In the Bistro -
  Monday thru Friday 11 am – 2 pm
  Pricing from $6.95 - $9.95

425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

IN GOD WE TRUST

Metro (817) 498-7079
310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX

Metro (817) 477-3383

Visit Our Other Locations at 
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Serving Irving For Over 40 Years

For Take Out Call

Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking
All You Can Eat Food
Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

“Where   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”

SPECIALS
EVERY

DAY!

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

Provided by Amanda McDonald
 The Senior Services Alliance of 
Irving, a Greater-Irving Las Colinas 
Chamber of Commerce sponsored 
group, entertained attendees in style 
at a “Hollywood Charity Auction” 
benefiting Congestive Heart Failure 
(CHF) patients at Baylor Medical 
Center at Irving. 
 After guests walked down a red 
carpet, they were entertained with 
live music and both live and silent 
auctions raising enough funds to pur-
chase 500 scales for CHF patients.
 “We took this cause to ‘heart,’ as 
CHF affects many people in Irving, 
especially the senior population,” 
said Charlene Wisdom of Senior Ser-
vices Alliance and Silverado Senior 
Living.
 Heart failure occurs when dam-
age from disease or injury weakens 
the cardiac muscle. A weakened heart 
many times cannot pump excess fluid 
from a patient’s lungs and other parts 
of their body, which causes swelling. 
However, a person can retain 8 to 15 
liters of fluids before showing signs 
of swelling. Therefore, it is critically 
important for heart failure patients to 

monitor their weight daily. If symp-
toms such as swelling go untreated, 
patients’ health will often worsen 
to a point where hospitalization 
is required. With awareness and 
adjustments in medications, these 
hospitalizations can, in many cases, 
be avoided or reduced.
 About five percent of the United 
States’ population, or 5.3 million 
people, have heart failure today. Ap-
proximately 10,000 people in Irving 
must manage this life-threatening 
disease daily.
 “It is always inspiring when our 
community’s organizations work 

selflessly for their friends and neigh-
bors. We give heartfelt ‘thank yous’ 
to the Senior Services Alliance for 
every patient that will be impacted 
by this gift,” said John Drake, Irving 
Healthcare Foundation’s president. 
 Community members can make 
tax-deductible gifts to fund the pur-
chase of additional scales online at 
www.healthyirving.org. Gifts also can 
be mailed to the foundation’s address 
at 1901 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving, 
Texas, 75061. Those needing heart 
failure care can learn more about 
Baylor Irving’s clinic by calling 972-
579-4200.

More than 500 cardiac
patients helped by auction

The Children’s Ministry at Plymouth Park Baptist Church studied 
the virtue “service” and chose to collect school supplies as a service 
project. Irving Fire Station #2 sent Captain Jack Taylor, David 
Austin, and Aaron Mitchell on their engine to surprise the kids who 
gave the boxes of supplies to the firefighters. The Children’s Minister 
for PPBC is Jason Curry.

The executive board of the Irving Retired School Personnel As-
sociation (IRSPA) met on Aug. 18 at the Irving School Administra-
tion building to organize and plan IRSPA meetings for the coming 
school year. 

Kids gather school supplies

to address the needs of those affected 
by this tragedy.”
 “Our sincere thoughts are with 
the people of Pakistan where thou-
sands have lost their lives and mil-
lions more have been impacted by 
this disaster,” said ExxonMobil 
Foundation President Suzanne Mc-
Carron. “It’s our hope that our sup-

 Austin Middle School, Crock-
ett Middle School and de Zavala 
Middle School earned certification, 
and Irving High School has earned 
recertification, in the Advance-
ment via Individual Determination 
(AVID) program for 2010-2011.
 Deborah George, director 
of gifted & talented/advanced 
academics/AVID, and Paula Barn-
house, program director for P-16 
Parent/Student Counseling, pre-
sented certification plaques and 
banners during staff development 

Schools earn AVID certifications and recertifications
sessions at the schools.
 According to George and Barn-
house, AVID is a college-readiness 
system designed to increase the 
number of students who enroll in 
four-year colleges. AVID has been 
implemented both nationally and 
internationally at 4,500 schools in 
45 states and 16 countries. George 
said that although AVID serves all 
students, the program’s focus is 
those in the least-served “academic 
middle”. In addition to the certified 
schools of Irving High, Austin, 

Crockett and de Zavala, AVID will 
be implemented at all seven middle 
schools and at Nimitz High School 
for 2010-2011. More than 900 stu-
dents will be enrolled in 47 sections 
of the AVID elective course.
 The first set of students par-
ticipating in AVID graduated from 
Irving High in 2010. All 16 of 
the participating seniors were ac-
cepted to a four-year university or 
college, and 14 of those students 
are registered to attend in the fall. 
Five AVID seniors received Irving 
Schools Foundation Scholarships 
and most students also received 
additional scholarships or finan-
cial aid. Additionally, the TAKS 
passing rate of AVID students was 
higher than the school average, and 
attendance rate was three percent 
higher than the school average.
 Austin, Crockett and de Za-
vala have completed their second 
year of AVID implementation, 
and became certified after meet-
ing rigid national AVID standards. 

The schools were evaluated on 11 
essentials that measure the fidelity 
of the AVID system at that cam-
pus. In 2009-2010, 258 seventh 
and eighth grade students were 
enrolled in the AVID program 
at these middle schools. As with 
Irving High, middle school AVID 

students scored higher on TAKS 
tests, Algebra 1 scores were higher, 
and attendance rates were better 
than the school average.
 For more information about 
the AVID program, access www.
avid.org. 

port for Red Crescent’s efforts will 
help to address the needs of those 
affected by this tragedy.” 
 The donation will be distrib-
uted to the Red Crescent through the 
American Red Cross. ExxonMobil 
does not operate in Pakistan. 
Source: ExxonMobil Corporation

ExxonMobil Foundation
donates to Pakistan flood relief
ExxonMobil Foundation donated 
$100,000 to the Red Crescent for 
flood relief and recovery efforts 
in Pakistan, where the United Na-
tions reports monsoon flooding has 
killed up to 1,600 people and left 
millions homeless. 
 “It’s our hope that our support 
for Red Crescent’s efforts will help 

 Irving ISD is announcing test 
dates for individuals no longer en-
rolled in a Texas public school and 
who have not previously passed all 
sections of the TAKS exit level tests, 
but have met all other graduation 
requirements.
 The TAAS tests are no longer 
being administered, but examinees 
eligible for TAAS will take the ap-
plicable English language arts (ELA) 
or mathematics TAKS test. TAKS 
scores will be matched to the appro-
priate TAAS passing standard.

Exit level test dates announced
 Individuals may retake the 
section(s) not mastered on the fol-
lowing testing dates: Oct. 19 – ELA; 
Oct.20 – math; Oct. 21 – science; and 
Oct. 22 – social studies.
 Registration packets are avail-
able at all Irving ISD high schools, 
the IISD Administration Building, 
and all regional education service 
centers. Registration forms must be 
completed and received in Austin, 
by 5 p.m. Sep.17. Registration can 
also be completed online and can be 
accessed at www.TexasAssessment.

com/taksoos, also due by 5 p.m. Sep. 
17.
 The designated test site for IISD 
is Singley Academy, located at 4601 
N. MacArthur Blvd. in Irving. All 
examinees must report to Singley 
Academy by 7 a.m. on the appropri-
ate exam day. In order to be admitted 
to the testing site and take the exams, 
all examinees must show a picture 
ID.
 For more information, contact 
the Irving ISD at 972-600-5085. 
Source: Irving ISD

Source: Irving Retired School Personnel Association

IRSPA makes plans

Provided by Anne Deem

Teachers, counselors and administrators at Irving High School in-
volved in the Advancement via Individual Determination (AVID) 
program were recognized for the school being an AVID certified 
site for the second year. Source: Irving ISD
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Serving Irving  families
since 1963

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, texas  75062

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

OBITUARIES

ACCEPTING ALL
Pre-Need Funerals

Chapel of Roses
Funeral Home

1225 E. Irving Blvd. 75060

972-554-1031

Owned & Operated by the
Chism & Crouch Families

Directors: Charlotte Chism Waldrum
      Harrell Chism  -  Tommy Conrad

Offering:
 Traditional Funeral Services
 Cremation
 Military Services

Mildred lee

CaMpbell
Mildred  Lee 
Campbell, God 
saw you getting 
tired, and a cure 
was not to be. 
So He put His 
a rms  a round 

you and whispered “Come with 
me”. Mildred went to be with our 
Lord Jesus Christ on Saturday, Au-
gust 28, 2010. She died at the age 
of 83 in Plano.  She will always be 
remembered for her strong Chris-
tian Faith and her Loving Devotion 
to the caring of her family and 
friends. She was Dearly Loved and 
will be missed by all who knew her.  
Preceded in death was her Beloved 
Son Richard B. Campbell, Brother 
Robert and Edna Young, Sister Na-
dine and Joe Causey, and Brother 
B.D. Young. She is survived by 
Son Ron and Mary Campbell and 
Great Grandson Kody O’Connell 
of Albuquerque, NM; Grandson 
Randy and Terreé Campbell and 
Great Granddaughters Taylor and 
Hayleigh of Sandia Park, NM; 

Granddaughter Rhonda and Kirk 
Hackler, Great Grandson Shane 
Widner, Great Granddaughters 
Kyleigh and Presley Hackler of 
Cedar Crest, NM; Great Grand-
daughter Ashley Widner and Great 
Great Granddaughters Brooklyn 
and Jaelynn Espinoza and Great 
Great Grandsons Jace and Kingston 
Espinoza of Albuquerque, NM; 
Daughter Kathy and Dennis James 
of Plano, TX; Grandson Matt and 
Llená Edwards of Trophy Club, 
TX; Grandson Michael and Jennifer 
Carlozzi of Euless, TX; Extended 
Family Scott and Tammy Hamil-
ton and Their Daughter Paige and 
Daughter Adreanna Nichols of The 
Colony; Daughter Karen Campbell 
of Fort Worth; Granddaughter 
Dawn Berry of McMinnville, 
OR; Granddaughter Ann and Dan 
Kaplan and Great Granddaughter 
Madison of Mill Valley, CA; Sister-
in-law Helen Young of Longview, 
TX; and many nieces and nephews. 
The family received friends 6-8 
PM Friday, September 3, 2010 at 
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home. 
The graveside service will be held 
at 10 AM Saturday, September 4th 

at Oak Grove Memorial Gardens 
in Irving, followed by committal. 
If desired, a donation may be made 
to The Alzheimer’s Association, 
Greater Dallas Chapter, 4144 N. 
Central Expressway, Suite 750, 
Dallas, TX 75204, 214-540-2400 
www.alz/greaterdallas.org.     

Kenneth

Wade hodgKiss
Kenneth Wade Hodgkiss, of Ir-
ving, went to be with the Lord 
on Wednesday, August 25, 2010.  
He was born June 24, 1949 in St. 
Louis, Missouri. Funeral services 
were held at 10 AM Saturday, Au-
gust 28, 2010 at Brown’s Memorial 
Chapel. Burial followed at Oak 
Grove Memorial Gardens.  

Johnnie opal

glasgoW roMo
Johnnie Opal Glasgow Romo, of 
Irving passed away Friday, August 
20, 2010. She was born August 27, 
1915 in Malakoff, Texas.  A prayer 
service was held at 7 PM Monday, 
August 23, 2010 at Brown’s Me-
morial Chapel. Graveside services 

were held at 10 AM Tuesday, Au-
gust 24, 2010 at Oak Grove Memo-
rial Gardens.

Chloe Madison

robinson
Chloe Madison Robinson of Fort 
Worth left us on August 26, 2010.  
She was born March 27, 2008 in 
Fort Leonard Wood, MO. A funeral 
service was held on Wednesday, 
September 1, 2010 at 3:00 PM 

in the Chapel at Brown’s Memo-
rial Funeral Home and interment 
followed at Oak Grove Memorial 

Gardens. 

Juanita l. norris
Juanita L. Norris, 83, of Irving 
since 1969, died Thursday, August 
26, 2010. She was born March 27, 
1927 in New Madrid, MO. Visita-
tion was Sunday. Service was 10 
a.m., Monday, August 30, 2010 

cost avoidance, cost recovery and 
productivity enhancements. This, 
in part, has helped offset the loss 
of the $20.2 million in revenues 
mentioned above.
 The update given to the coun-
cil in the spring was a funding gap 
of $12 million. That $12 million 
had been reduced down from $20 
million. By late June, we reported 
the funding amounts were reduced 
down from $20 million. The $5 
million then increased to $6 million 
in July with the receipt of the certi-
fied tax roll and continued sales tax 
declines. If values and sales tax 
continue to decline, you could see 
a decline in services provided.

Revenue Needed
 City leaders are recommend-
ing an adjustment to the tax rate 
that will offset the 5.15 percent 
decline in property values. 
 Plans call for two-thirds of the 
revenue decrease to be addressed 
by cutting operational expendi-
tures. A proposed tax rate adjust-
ment of 3.55 cents to a rate of 57.04 
cents will make up the remaining 
one-third of the shortfall. Almost 
$6 million will be generated by the 
tax adjustment to support priori-
ties identified by the City Council 
based on community input. The last 
adjustment resulted in a reduction 
of 0.73 cents in 2007. The tax rate 
has not increased since 2004. 

Services Maintained
 With the proposed adjust-

ment, the city will sustain resident 
services including maintenance 
of streets, sidewalks and parks, 
low-cost after-school care, public 
safety, solid waste services, and 
unchanged hours at libraries and 
recreation centers. Other recom-
mendations include the deferral 
of non-essential equipment re-
placement and non-vital capital 
improvement projects.  

Expenses Reduced
For the past four years, the city has 
reduced layers of management, 
and combined similar functions to 
minimize duplication and waste. 
The city also has cut costs through 
attrition by eliminating 91 positions 
and holding 62 positions vacant—
saving the city $4 million in fiscal 
year 2010-11. To date, cost savings 
total upward of $12 million. Irving 
also has negotiated an energy con-
tract that will save $18 million over 
five years.
 Hotel Occupancy Taxes, pri-
marily derived from business 
travel, has also been significantly 
impacted by the recession. Water 
and Sewer revenues have declined 
due to over 14 months of unseason-
ably cool and wet weather reducing 
customer demand.

General Fund Revenue
The General Fund revenue esti-
mates for FY 2010-11 are $168.55 
million. Operating expenses are 
also $168.55 million, achieving a 
structurally balanced budget. This 
budget is $14.75 million lower 

than the $183.3 million FY2008-09 
budget. With the transfer of Solid 
Waste Services into a separate 
enterprise fund last year, general 
expenditures were reduced by $7.7 
million. The remaining $7 million 
has been reduced to match revenue 
estimates.
 General fund revenues de-
clined by $13.7 million due to the 
economic impact of the recession, 
while salary costs, insurance, and 
contractual obligations were pro-
jected to increase by $6.3 million 
creating a total budget gap of $20 
million for FY 2010-11 alone.
 With over two thirds of the 
General Fund budget allocated to 
salaries and benefits, the budget 
could not have been balanced in the 
past two years without significant 
realignment of the organization. 
The following strategies were used 
to balance the FY 2010-11 budget. 
Some are short term measures 
for the current year, while others 
reflect long-term cost savings and 
improved operational efficiencies. 
In total, they reduce General Fund 
expenditures by $14.2 million.

- Hold all General Fund positions 
(59 of the 62) vacant for FY2010-
11
- Pay Plan step increases for all 
city employees will not be given 
for FY 2010-11. Sales tax will be 
monitored to determine if we do 
any adjustments to pay during the 
year.
- The compensation plan, which has 
the goal of maintaining employee 

pay at the 65th percentile compared 
to benchmark cities, will also not 
be adjusted for FY 2010-11
- Health Insurance - For the Choice 
POS II plan, which covers the 
majority of the workforce, the 
cost allocation will shift from 90% 
city/10% employee to 87%/13%
- The IWIN physical fitness pro-
gram will be implemented for 
retiree insurance on January 2011
- All capital requests in the General 
Fund, with the exception of those 
with a dedicated revenue source, 
have been deferred
- Computer replacement transfers 
from the General Fund have been 
deferred for FY 2010-11. Computer 
equipment will only be replaced 
when the current system is no lon-
ger functional
- Equipment replacement transfers 
from the General Fund have been 
deferred for FY 2010-11. Only the 
most critical needs, such as Police 
patrol vehicles, will be replaced
- Supplies, maintenance, outside 
services, and other non salary ac-
counts in the departmental budgets 
have been reduced
 In addition to these cost saving 
strategies other revenues, primarily 
Municipal Court fines, of approxi-
mately $930,000 helped offset the 
decline in other revenues. It is im-
portant to note that the state takes 
a significant portion of all revenues 
collected from Municipal Court.
 The loss of over $1.3 billion in 
taxable value in the last two years, 
due primarily to steep reductions 
in commercial real estate values, 

results in an effective tax rate of 
5.12 cents above last year’s rate to 
produce the same tax revenue as 
last year. However, due to the cost 
savings and expenditure reductions 
listed above, the effective tax rate 
is not necessary to balance the bud-
get. A tax rate of 2.98 cents above 
last year’s rate has been proposed 
to fund requested items discussed 
in the council strategic planning 
session in operations and capital 
maintenance, including neighbor-
hood sidewalks, drainage improve-
ments, neighborhood splash parks 
and renovations to Trinity View 
Park athletic facilities. This rate is 
only 60% of the effective tax rate, 
and will provide $4.9 million in ad-
ditional revenue. When combined 
with the cost savings, operational 
efficiencies and expenditure reduc-
tions, this rate is sufficient to reach 
a structurally balanced budget.
 The combination of these 
cost savings, expenditure reduc-
tions and an adjustment to the tax 
rate that is well below the effec-
tive tax rate allow for a balanced 
budget without the closure of city 
facilities, reduction in programs or 
critical services or the elimination 
of filled positions.
 General Fund and related 
internal service funds combined 
reserve balances are projected at 
$48.5 million, which is equivalent 
to 105 days of operating reserves or 
29% of budgeted expenditures. In 
FY 2006-07, the City Council for-
mally adopted a policy maintaining 

Continued from page 1

Recession costs City’s general fund millions

See CITY , Page 9



Page 9The Irving Rambler 972-870-1992 September 4, 2010

Brown Family Owned and Operated. 
www.brownmem.com 

Continuing
The Tradition

“The Right Choice
for Over 50 Years.”

BROWN’S MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Ben F. Brown

Director in Charge
Gary Westerman

972-254-4242

Church & Chapel Services
Local, Out of Town Services & Burials

Memorials
Cremation

Memories Flowers

OBITUARIES

972-259-7644

& CreMation serviCes

403 South Britain Rd., 
Irving TX 75060

A preferred
LifeLegacy provider

www.chismsmithfuneralhome.com

“Proudly  Serving  Irving  And  Surrounding  Communities  Since 1933”

IRVING’S ONLY PERPETUAL CARE CEMETERY

(972) 579-1844

1413 E. Irving Blvd.
Irving, TX. 75060

Serenity Niche Columnbarium

at Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral 
Home Chapel. Graveside service 
at I.O.O.F. Cemetery, Caddo Mills, 
TX.

Mary lou shields 
Our  be loved 
wife,  mother 
and grandmoth-
er, Mary Lou 
Shields  NEE 
Sechrist of Ir-
ving Texas was 
born on June 15, 

1934 in Charles Town West Vir-
gina. She was preceded in death 
by her parents Charles Taylor 
Sechrist (1961) and Mary Edith 
Bradshaw Sechrist (1990). She is 
survived by her loving husband 
of 46 years, Patrick T. Shields, 
her daughter Llewellyn Sechrist 
Shields Morgan, her husband Ralph 
Morgan, their two young daughters 
Sarah Elizabeth Morgan and An-
gela Grace Morgan all of Irving 
Texas and her son Patrick Terrence 
Shields (Terry) and his wife Benjin 
of Felton, California. Graveside 

services will be at Edge Hill Ceme-
tery Charles Town West Virginia at 
10:30 am on   September 7, 2010. A 
reception will follow immediately 
at “Clay Hill”. A memorial service 
will be held on Saturday September 
11 at 2:00pm at First Presbyterian 
Church of Dallas TX. Mary Lou 
graduated from Charles Town High 
School and  Davis & Elkins Col-
lege in Elkins West Virgina.  She 
went on to Presbyterian School of 
Christian education in Richmond 
Virginia, and received her masters 
in Christian education. She was 
the campus Christian life worker 
for 4 universities in Richmond, 
Virginia. She loved to travel and 
take photographs. She lived in 
Richmond Virginia, Dallas Texas, 
Buffalo Grove Illinois, until 2006 
when she moved to Irving Texas 
to be close to her grand babies. 
Memorials may be sent to Jefferson 
County 4-H Foundation, Inc. which 
was dear to her heart or to a charity 
of your choice.

JaMes “JiM”
riChard Moore

James “Jim” Richard Moore of 
Bedford, formerly of Wichita Falls, 
Irving, and Euless, passed away on 
Aug. 31, 2010. He was born Dec. 
14, 1929 in Wichita Falls, TX. A 
committal service with military 
honors was performed Sept. 3, 
2010 at the DFW National Cem-
etery. Arrangements by Brown’s 
Memorial Funeral Home.

edMond M. leroux
Edmond M. LeRoux, 91, of  Ar-
gyle, TX, died Sunday, August 
29, 2010 in Denton. He was born 
September 5, 1918 in Canada. 
Visitation will be 10 a.m. prior to 
the service at 11 a.m. Saturday, 
September 4, 2010 at Donnelly’s 
Colonial Funeral Home Chapel. 
Private family burial service at 
Restland Memorial Park.

combined General Fund reserves 
at levels at or above 90 days of 
operating expenditures. This policy 
provides clear direction to the staff 
to ensure financial stability and 
maintain the creditworthiness of 
the City’s debt obligations.
 The Water and Sewer System 
Fund budget funds operations and 
a capital program with a consump-
tion-based rate structure in water 
rates to encourage conservation. 
Total expenditures are $84.1 mil-
lion, a $2.3 million increase from 
the prior year’s budget of $81.8 
million. A twenty-year model for 
the water and sewer system has 
also been developed to identify 
future water needs, infrastructure 
requirements and alternative uses.
 Other Operating Funds include 
the following: The Solid Waste 
Services fund was created as an 
enterprise fund in FY 2009-10 
and accounts for all refuse and 
recycling collection and landfill 
operations with a budget of $11.7 

million. The Municipal Drainage 
Utility funds operations, capital 
projects and transfers to four flood 
control districts for assistance in 
their maintenance programs. Fall-
ing hotel occupancy taxes have 
contributed to reduced operating 
budgets by the Irving Convention 
and Visitors Bureau and Irving Arts 
Center. Construction is under way 
on the Convention Center complex, 
which is scheduled to open January 
2011. Housing and Human Servic-
es budgets have returned to normal 
funding levels after receiving over 
$5 million in onetime stimulus 
funds and increased competitive 
grant awards to expand the city’s 
grant programs in FY 2009-10.
 In total, these operating groups 
will expend approximately $283.5 
million dollars in the coming fiscal 
year. This budget funds a reduced 
number of general government 
staff at 1,859 full-time and 411 
part-time personnel, including the 
46 of the 62 vacant positions men-
tioned above that are not proposed 

to be eliminated at this time. The 
programs served by these employ-
ees will be supported by a fleet 
valued in excess of $33 million 
and consisting of more than 750 

vehicles and 490 other pieces of 
equipment. The City’s technology 
infrastructure is valued in excess 
of $15 million and includes nearly 
1,600 work stations served by a 

Continued from page 8

City works to balance budget in tough economic times 

Summary of Operating Expenditures for Major Programs
Fund/Program  2009-10 Adopted Budget 2010-11 Proposed Budget

General Fund    $176,362,533   $168,550,318
Water and Sewer   $  81,812,269   $  84,128,881
Solid Waste Services   $  11,622,026   $  11,723,038
Municipal Drainage Utility  $    4,646,044   $    4,883,382

HOT Revenue Funds
ICVB     $    6,327,498   $    6,046,256
Arts Center    $    4,424,410   $    3,891,693
Main Street and Events  $       113,799   $       115,173
Heritage and Museum  $       368,423   $       244,846
Total HOT    $  11,234,130   $  10,297,968

Housing & Human Services  $    8,655,743   $    3,901,254
Total Major Funds   $294,332,745   $283,484,841

combination of local and wide area 
networks. This workforce is housed 
in 74 buildings with more than 1.37 
million square feet of space.
Source: City of Irving

Provided by Matt MacVeigh
 Superintendent Dr. Dana Bed-
den announced new school principal 
appointments for the school year.
 Linda Tucker, principal at Pierce 
Early Childhood School, was named 
principal at Good Elementary. Tucker 
earned bachelor of science and mas-
ter of education degrees from Angelo 
State University and began teaching 
in San Angelo ISD. She joined Irving 
ISD as assistant principal at Brown 
Elementary in 2004 and was named 
principal at Pierce in 2006. She fills 

the vacancy left by Yanira Oliveras.
 Frank Ramirez, vice principal 
at Bowie Elementary, has been 
named principal at Pierce. Ramirez 
earned bachelor of arts and master 
of education degrees from Texas 
A&M Kingsville. He began his ca-
reer as bilingual fifth grade teacher 
at Good Elementary in 1999. He 
then became instructional specialist 
at Townsell Elementary in 2003 and 
moved to Houston Middle School 
the next year. In 2006, Ramirez be-
came assistant principal at Johnston 

Elementary. He moved to Fort Worth 
ISD in 2007, but returned to IISD as 
vice principal at de Zavala Middle 
School in 2009. Ramirez fills the 
vacancy left by Linda Tucker.
 Angie Gaylord, principal at 
Crockett Middle School, has been 
named principal of Lady Bird John-
son Middle School. Gaylord earned 
her bachelor of science degree from 
University of North Texas and mas-
ter of arts degree from California 
State University. She began teach-
ing in Dallas ISD in 1996. In 1997 

she transferred to Glendale Unified 
School District in California, but 
returned to Dallas ISD as health 
teacher at Maple Lawn Academy in 
1999. She served as assistant prin-
cipal at Perminter Middle School 
in Cedar Hill ISD from 2001-2003, 
then joined IISD as vice principal 
at Travis Middle School in 2003. 
Gaylord became principal at Crockett 
in 2007. Lady Bird Johnson Middle 
School will open next year.
 Raymond Edwards, principal at 
Arnold Middle School in Grand Prai-

rie ISD, has been named principal at 
Crockett. Edwards earned a bachelor 
of arts degree from University of 
North Texas, master of education 
degree from Texas A&M University 
– Commerce, and superintendent 
certification from University of 
Texas at Arlington. Prior to service as 
principal at Arnold, he was English 
teacher at Spruce High School in Dal-
las ISD and then assistant principal at 
Reed Middle School in Duncanville 
ISD. Edwards fills the vacancy left 
by Angie Gaylord.

New principal appointments take effect in Irving ISD
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Provided by Shelly Gupta
 The Texas Commission on the 
Arts (TCA) is seeking nominations 
for the positions of 2011 and 2012 
State Poet Laureate, State Musi-
cian, State Two-dimensional Artist 
and State Three-dimensional Artist. 
All Texas citizens are encour-
aged to make a nomination, and 
self-nominations are encouraged. 
Nomination forms and complete 
information are available online 
at www.arts.state.tx.us/stateartist. 
Deadline for Texas State Artists 
nominations is Nov. 1.
 Chosen artists will join the 
company of previous state artists 
such as Willie Nelson, James Surls, 
Red Steagall, and Kathy Vargas 
and receive statewide recognition. 
Texas State Artists also have the 
opportunity to participate in TCA 
events and promotions, including 

participation on TCA’s Texas Tour-
ing Roster and other state initiatives 
in relation to their respective arts 
discipline. 
 “We are fortunate to have 
many outstanding artists in Texas, 
and we anticipate receiving numer-
ous qualified nominations,” said 
Gary Gibbs, executive director of 
TCA. “Being named a state artist is 
quite an honor, one that brings new 
career opportunities for recognition 
from the arts community and the 
general public.”
 TCA oversees the selection 
process for the four positions, 
created by S.B. 1043 of the 77th 
Legislature. State artists are chosen 
by the legislative-appointed Texas 
Poet Laureate, State Musician 
and State Artist Committee. All 
qualified nominees must be native 
Texans or five-year residents of 

the state. Candidates must have 
received recognition for high levels 
of excellence and success in their 
respective disciplines. They also 
must have received critical re-
views in state, regional or national 
publications. State artist selections 
are made using the online nomina-
tion form at www.arts.state.tx.us/
stateartist. Multiple submissions, 
email or telephone nominations 
will not be considered in the selec-
tion process. 
 Texas State Artists serve one-
year terms and represent the state’s 
artistic legacy. Texas State Artists 
should be widely recognized for 
their contributions to the state and 
the advancement of their respec-
tive art forms. They should be 
established artists with a statewide, 
national or international reputation. 

They should reflect Texas’ diversity 
and high-quality artistic offerings.
 In addition to providing bio-
graphical information, a resume, 
bibliography of critical reviews 
and a list of awards, the nomina-
tion process requires the submis-
sion of work samples for review 
by a TCA evaluation panel. After 
reviewing these materials, the 
evaluation panel will submit a list 

of 10 names per artist category for 
consideration by the Texas Poet 
Laureate, State Musician and State 
Artist Committee, as specified in 
the legislation. The Committee, 
composed of members appointed 
by the governor, lieutenant gov-
ernor and speaker of the House of 
Representatives, will make the final 
selections in 2011 when the 82nd 
Legislature convenes.

Texas commission calls for state artist nominations
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Mungles 
on Movies

Put a Paw print in your heart
 and a best friend at home!

The precious pets at the DFW Humane 
Society would like to bring a lifetime of love 
and happiness into your home!!

Come adopt a new family member today!

4140 Valley View Ln
Irving, Texas 75038
972-721-7788
www.dfwhumane.com

If you can’t adopt, please donate!

OPEN: Tuesday - Saturday 11am-6pm

Hi, my name is Michael! I am just 1 year old and was found 
running the streets. My owner never came to look for me so 
DFW Humane Society is taking care of me until I can find a new 
home. I am very friendly and energetic! I love kids and other 

Hi! Benny’s my name and loving is 
my game. I am a 5 year-old black 
neutered male. My person “Mom” 
passed away and I was brought to this 
beautiful shelter. I can’t wait to have 
my forever home where I can run and 
play, but most importantly snuggle up 
next to you. Please come by and let’s 
become forever friends!

dogs. Do you have room in your 
heart for me?

* GOING THE DISTANCE    R
12:40    4:20    7:00    9:30

* MACHETE    R
1:05    4:15    7:25    9:55

THE AMERICAN    R
12:15    4:25    7:15    9:45

GET LOW    PG13
1:00    4:30    7:10    9:40

* TAKERS    PG13
12:45    4:45    7:20    9:50

THE LAST EXORCISM    PG13
12:30    2:45    5:00    7:35    10:00

PIRANHA 3D    R
7:40    10:00

Don’t just go to the movies GO HOLLYWOOD

September 3 - 9
TOY STORY 3D    G

12:55    4:15

VAMPIRES SUCK    PG13
12:25    2:40    4:50    7:05    9:15

THE EXPENDABLES    R
12:50    4:35    7:35    10:05

“EAT, PRAY, LOVE”    PG13
12:25    3:30    6:45    9:50

THE OTHER GUYS    PG13
1:15    4:40    7:25    10:05

INCEPTION    PG13
1:20    5:30    9:00

DISPICABLE ME 3D    PG
12:15    2:35    4:55    7:15    9:35

Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater
# NO PASSES * FULLY RESTRICTED

Why wait in lines?
PURCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

emotion and thoughts. The script is 
based on the novel A Very Private 
Gentleman, and Clooney is just 
that. This persona fits perfectly into 
the Italian city where he is staying. 
As he interacts with the towns-
people, it is in chopped sentences 
and vague ideals, yet you can tell 
he is a troubled soul who longs for 
the personal relationships that are 
not common in his line of work. 
 Corbijn will more than likely 
receive flack from ticket holders 
who are looking for another Bourne 
styled mission impossible flick. 
Even critics are missing the beauty 
in this one, and I wonder if they 

By Matt Mungle
Title: Going the Distance
Rated: R
 Going the Distance is a well 
crafted look at an all too common 
relationship hurdle. Long distance 
relationships are never an easy 
thing. Not even Casey Kasem and 
his dedications could make the 
miles seem shorter. So in the new 
romantic comedy from director Na-
nette Burstein it only makes sense 
that the two main characters would 
run into all sorts of problems. 
 Garrett (Justin Long) is a 
frustrated music label rep in NY 
who falls for a college journalism 
major on the west coast. Erin (Drew 
Barrymore) is just as discouraged 
with her lack of career options that 
keep her and Garrett apart. So they 
have to find other ways to keep the 
love alive. These include lots of 
flying, texting, and late night phone 
conversations. But no matter how 
advanced technology becomes, it 
never can replace the simplicity of 
a subtle hand holding. 
 This film was incredibly funny 
and well written. Long and Barry-
more both seemed to be enjoying 
their characters, which made the 
delivery relaxed and genuine. The 
humor and jokes never felt forced 
or out of synch. Plus the two have 

have been lulled into the American 
way of camera work as well. That 
would be a shame. Why should the 
French and Italians be the only ones 
able to tell a story without blowing 
stuff up every ten minutes?
 The American is rated R for 
violence, sexual content and nu-
dity. Everything about this film is 
beautifully framed and transferred 
to the screen. So there is nothing 
outright shocking about it. But be 
aware that these elements do exist. 
Like the country in which it takes 
place the nudity and content are 
respected and played out as such. 
 I am not sure how well this 

an obvious on screen chemistry 
that is always a vital element. They 
might have been able to relax and 
allow their characters to breath due 
to the tremendous supporting cast. 
There are no weak links in this 
one. Jason Sudeikis and Charlie 
Day play Garrett’s best friends and 
they both deliver one sidesplitting 
homerun after another. Christina 
Applegate is spot on as Erin’s up-
tight, over protective sister who 
isn’t too happy with Garrett or the 
relationship. 
 Even though this is a romantic 
comedy most of the humor revolves 
around Garrett and his two friends. 
Their conversations and outlook on 
dating and relationships provide a 
bulk of the laughs. This allows the 
film to cross over into the buddy 
film genre while never losing the 
romantic comedy foundation. Most 
young couples will find elements in 
this that are relatable to the current 
dating scene. Guys will find that 
they have much to laugh at and are 
not simply being drug to a cookie 
cutter kissie fest. 
 Be advised though! Going 
the Distance is rated R for sexual 
content including dialogue, lan-
guage throughout, some drug use 
and brief nudity. This is certainly 
not for those 18 and younger. The 
dialogue especially is very mature. 

I would even go so far as to say 
that couples on a first date may find 
much of the banter and situations 
a little awkward. There are a lot of 
crude jokes that will offend most 
of those who prefer their romantic 
comedies in the PG or PG-13 tar-
get. It pushes the envelope and this 
will turn off many. I say all that to 
say; be very careful who you see 
this with and if you are going as a 
group make sure that everyone is 
comfortable in this type setting. 
 Though incredibly funny and 
sweetly romantic, it certainly will 
not be everyone’s cup of tea. I 
give Going the Distance 4 out of 
5 frequent flier miles. The act-
ing, script and directing all came 
together perfectly and made for a 
solid comedy. 
Review copyright 2010
Mungleshow Productions.

Long distance relationships 
provide basis for comedy

The American may struggle to find audience
By Matt Mungle
Title: The American 
Rated: R
 The American may be the 
surprise film of the fall. But not for 
reasons you would think. And for 
the same reason it will be a pleasant 
surprise for many; it will be a sad 
one for others. The new drama from 
director Anton Corbijn (best known 
for his work in the music video 
realm) is a thriller that plays out 
like a Sunday drive or an afternoon 
at an art museum. Descriptions that 
seem odd in describing a film about 
a hit man; but lucky for us this one 
is not your typical offering. 
 The American (George Cloo-
ney) is a hired gun who ends up 
in a small, quiet Italian city as he 
awaits his next assignment. The 

End. Literally. 
 For those film goers who have 
come to rely on high tech gadgets, 
unbelievable stunts, and quick edits 
that are strobe light fast, you will 
wonder what the point is of this 
movie and story line. Mainly the 
point is that this is a reminder we 
have lost the appreciation for expert 
film making that doesn’t need a lot 
of distractions and ADD inspired 
directing to work. Sometimes you 
can allow your character to just live 
out moments and capture them with 
superb camera work and stunning 
locations; like other countries still 
do. In fact it is hard to believe this 
is an American made film. It is rare 
to see, but a welcome relief.
 Clooney has a lot of weight 
on his shoulders in this outing. 
His character says very little and 
must rely on other ways to express 

film will do. The arthouse fans will 
avoid it thinking it is another in a 
long line of Hollywood fluff, while 
those who want nothing more than 
fast action will think it laborious 
and pointless. My hope is that the 
word gets out that this is a film 
for film lovers and those who can 
appreciate and respect the craft. It 
gets 4.5 out of 5 villas. I commend 
Corbijn on breaking out of the mold 
and creating such a work as this 
one. 
Review copyright 2010
Mungleshow Productions.
Used by Permission.

Matt is a member of the North Texas 
Film Critics Association (NTFCA) 
and hosts the weekly syndicated 
Indie Rock Radio Show Spin 180. 
Plus with his wife Cindy they do a 
weekly radio feature, The Mungles 
on Movies. For additional reviews 
and interview clips visit www.
mungleshow.com.
 Opinions expressed in any com-
mentary are those of the writer, and 
not necessarily those of The Irving 
Rambler, the publisher, editor, or any 
staff member.
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 For years, drivers from every 
U.S. state and Canadian province 
have reported speed trap locations to 
the National Motorists Association’s 
National Speed Trap Exchange. As 
families squeeze in vacation time 
together this Labor Day weekend, 
before the school year begins in full 
swing, the roadways will be a very 
busy place for travelers.
 With the combination of heavy 
holiday traffic, federally-funded 
ticketing campaigns, and financially-
strapped local and state governments, 
motorists have good reason to feel 
like they have dollar signs painted 
on their vehicles.
 To help families avoid a depress-
ing and expensive holiday traffic 
ticket experience, the NMA has 
identified two cities in each state and 
province using data directly from the 
National Speed Trap Exchange. The 
first city listed has the most user-
reported speed traps regardless of 
population size, while the second has 
the most speed traps for cities with 
populations of 100,000 or less.
 To view information on over 
60,000 specific speed trap reports 
by city, state or province, you can 
visit the Exchange at www.speedtrap.
org.

 Cities with most speed trap 
reports (all population sizes, popula-
tions 100,000 or less)

Alabama: Montgomery, Hoover
Alaska: Anchorage, Juneau
Arizona: Tucson, Flagstaff
Arkansas: Little Rock, Fayetteville
California: Los Angeles, Mission 
Viejo
Colorado: Colorado Springs, Little-
ton
Connecticut: Milford, Milford
Delaware: Newark, Newark
Florida: Jacksonville, Boca Raton
Georgia: Atlanta, Marietta
Hawaii: Honolulu, Aiea
Idaho: Boise, Idaho Falls
Illinois: Chicago, Elk Grove Vil-
lage
Indiana: Indianapolis, Bloomington
Iowa: Des Moines, Iowa City
Kansas: Overland Park, Lawrence
Kentucky: Louisville, Bowling 
Green
Louisiana: Baton Rouge, Metairie
Maine: Portland, Biddeford
Maryland: Baltimore, Gaithersburg
Massachusetts: Boston, Lynn
Michigan: Livonia, Livonia
Minnesota: St. Paul, Edina
Mississippi: Jackson, Meridian
Missouri: Kansas City, O’Fallon

Montana: Missoula, Missoula
Nebraska: Omaha, Bellevue
Nevada: Las Vegas, Carson City
New Hampshire: Manchester, Nash-
ua
New Jersey: Mahwah, Mahwah
New Mexico: Albuquerque, Las 
Cruces
New York: New York City, Troy
North Carolina: Raleigh, Asheville
North Dakota: Fargo, Grand Forks
Ohio: Cleveland, Millersburg
Oklahoma: Tulsa, Moore
Oregon: Portland, Beaverton
Pennsylvania: Pittsburgh, Reading
Rhode Island: Pawtucket, Paw-
tucket
South Carolina: Greenville, Green-
ville
South Dakota: Sioux Falls, Rapid 
City
Tennessee: Nashville, Smyrna
Texas: Houston, Tyler
Utah: Salt Lake City, Sandy
Vermont: Wilmington, Wilmington
Virginia: Virginia Beach, Fairfax
Washington: Seattle, Bellingham
West Virginia: Summersville, Sum-
mersville
Wisconsin: Milwaukee, Kenosha
Wyoming: Cheyenne, Cheyenne
Source: National Motorists Associa-
tion

Worst speed trap cities by state

Provided by Mona Wyatt
 The League of Women Voters 
of Irving recently held a luncheon 
at the North Lake South Campus to 
celebrate the 90th anniversary of the 
passage of the 19th Amendment to 
the Constitution (Aug. 26, 1920), 
granting women the right to vote. 
Norma Stanton, former Irving City 
Council and a former president of 
the Irving League, was the featured 
speaker. 
 It is easy to take the right to 
vote for granted in 2010, but uni-
versal suffrage was achieved only 
by lengthy struggles of women and 

men. Even with the passage of the 
right to vote, suffragists knew that 
the work was not finished. They 
formed the League of Women Vot-
ers and continued to “educate and 
agitate” for active and informed 
public participation in govern-
ment.  
 Texas was an early state (the 
9th) to ratify the amendment, but 
our leadership hasn’t translated into 
significant voter turnout in recent 
years. In the 2008 general election, 
Texas ranked only a disappointing 
46th among the states in voter eli-
gible population turnout.  

 The League of Women Voters 
mission is to change that by helping 
others learn about the candidates, 
issues, and election processes. 
First, all eligible Texans should reg-
ister to vote by the Oct. 4 deadline. 
All registered voters must become 
informed about candidates and is-
sues, and finally, commit to vote. A 
good source for information is the 
state LWV website, www.lwvtexas.
org for voting dates, information 
about candidates and issues, and 
events. For information about 
the Irving League, call 972-785-
8683.

League celebrates Amendment


