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T KHIS WEE

By Jess Paniszczyn
Since its opening last year and

its petition to the city for R-AB
zoning, which would have allowed
the sale of alcoholic beverages, the
Silverado Ranch has stirred up its
share of controversy. However, a
mid-summer name change to
Lindero Ranch and new manage-
ment have given the facility a dif-
ferent direction and purpose.

“We are not a nightclub, con-
cert hall or bar,” manager Joseph
Anthony said. “Every event I have
scheduled is either a private event,
a corporate event or a sporting
event. Those are the three things
we are going to stay focused on.

“Lindero Ranch is never go-
ing to be a bar. We have no inten-
tions of becoming a bar. We don’t
even allow smoking. We want the
building to stay as beautiful as it
is, but we also want it to smell nice.

“Lindero Ranch is a very pri-
vate complex that isn’t for every-
body. We are about to start con-
struction on the second section of
the building. Instead of being west-
ern, that section will have more of
a New York façade,” he said.

Outside businesses are
partnering with Lindero Ranch to
reach new markets.

“The Texas Rib Rangers, a
company out of Denton, whose

food is really outstanding, wants
to build a restaurant here. It won’t
be open at night. It will be day-
time only. So it will be kind of
nice,” Mr. Anthony said.

Eleven weekends a year,

Lindero will serve as a sportator-
ium for professional fights.

“We have a pay-for-view, HBO
world championship boxing match
coming here. The first world title
fight in the history of Irving will

Sportatorium part of
business’ new image

take place in this building. We will
bring in bleachers all the way up
to the ceiling with the ring in the
center. It will almost be like a pit.
This site will hold 2,500 people,
which is what the law allows.

“We just signed a three-year
contract with the Fight Factory for
mixed martial arts, which is the
cage fighting. We will also have

By Jess Paniszczyn
Spiritual leader for approxi-

mately one million BAPS Hindus,
His Divine Holiness Pramukh
Swami Maharaj, was welcomed to
the DFW Hyatt Regency in Dallas
by devotees and well-wishers on
Aug. 30. His five-day visit was
commemorated with a variety of
cultural and spiritual events in-
cluding youth programs, dances,
dramas and speeches.

“We are celebrating the 100
year anniversary of BAPS, which
was established in 1907,” Rachna
Patel, a representative of the BAPS
media team, said. “The Swami is
here to grace us. We feel very hon-
ored.”

Pramukh Swami’s visit was
originally scheduled to coincide
with the opening of the new BAPS
mandir being constructed in Irv-
ing. Rain affected the building’s

Spiritual leader brings blessings to IrSpiritual leader brings blessings to IrSpiritual leader brings blessings to IrSpiritual leader brings blessings to IrSpiritual leader brings blessings to Irvingvingvingvingving

The proposed 2007–08 budget
includes nearly a three-quarter-
cent reduction in the property tax
rate, while still maintaining ser-
vices and addressing key focus ar-
eas within the Strategic Plan. Em-
phasis is being placed on public
safety, code enforcement, non-
compliant apartments, corridor
enhancements, capital improve-
ment projects, communications/
customer service, neighborhood
improvementsand economic devel-
opment initiatives.

From 54.79 to 54.06 cents, the
proposed reduction in the property
tax rate is the second lowest rate
among several benchmark cities in
the Metroplex. The final property
tax roll is $17.55 billion, an in-
crease of 13.8% from last year. Irv-
ing receives 75% of its property tax
revenue from businesses.

The city continuously looks
for ways to minimize costs through
operational efficiencies. Overall,
the city has realized more than
three million dollars in savings due

Proposed budget to reduce tax rate, increase services
to new procedures, personnel re-
ductions, consolidation efforts and
other management initiatives.

Capital improvement program
general bond funding will increase
from $20 million in 2006 to $32.7
million. This will pay for projects
such as the animal shelter, library
renovations and a new Fire Station
No. 4. An additional $11.7 million
in revenue bonds will finance wa-
ter and sewer system projects.

To focus on key priorities, the
proposed budget includes new staff
to address police, fire, non-com-
pliant apartments and code en-
forcement. A two percent utility
franchise fee levied on city-owned
franchises is estimated to generate
$1.4 million in new General Fund
revenue to be dedicated to police
and fire personnel and programs.
These funds will allow for the ad-
dition of six police officers for a
new beat, expanded ambulance
service, a police crime analyst, a
police recruitment officer, as well
as adjustments to the police and

fire pay structure to maintain mar-
ket competitiveness.

A gateway and corridor pro-
gram will enhance Irving’s visual
image and identity by creating re-
gional entry gateways into the city
along highways and major thor-
oughfares, with two million dol-
lars designated for Irving Boule-
vard improvements from projected
gas lease revenues.

Existing sanitation rates will
be maintained, and water and
sewer rates will remain low, de-
spite a proposed increase to replace
aging infrastructure. The increase
will be conservation based, so resi-
dents who use less water will pay
less. Under the proposed increase,
the average residential water cus-
tomer (10,000 gallons a month)
will notice about a four percent
increase in water and two percent
increase in sewer rates, or about
$1.89 more per month. A typical
commercial water customer
(55,000 gallons a month) will see
about a 5.7% increase in water and

two percent increase in sewer rates,
or about $18.21 more per month.
The lowest level of water usage
will not be increased. Overall, resi-
dential rates will remain the low-
est among the 30 cities served by

Dallas Water Utilities.
 Public input on the proposed
budget and tax rate is set for 7 p.m.
Sep. 13 at City Hall. Next year’s
budget will be adopted on Sep. 20.

Youngsters perform a traditional Indian dance in honor of Pramukh Swami’s visit to Irving.

See RANCH, Page 4

See MORE, Page 7
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POLICE & FIRE

Ambulances went into overload once.

Irving Fire Department responded to 92 incidents.
The Fire incidents

21 Miscellaneous Fire
        and Rescue Calls
  1 Structure Fires
  0 Special Operations
  1   Vehicle Fires

Comments:

Medical calls
9 Major Accidents
23 Major Medical
4 Heart Attacks
13 Difficulty Breathing
15 Trauma Related
5 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary Sept 3 - 4, 2007

09-03:

Major Acci-
dent: 08-19-07
at 3:34 a.m.  An
Escalade with
five occupants
lost control, ex-
ited the high-
way just south

of Union Bower and struck a tree
on the west service road. All of the
occupants were transported to
Parkland. One of them sustained
injuries that were possibly life
threatening.
 
Police Seek Identity of Assault
Suspect: 08-23-07 at approx.
11:30 a.m.  A woman reported she

was traveling northbound on
Loop12 in the area of Texas Sta-
dium when she noticed a black
extended cab Chevy pickup with
dark tinted windows driving beside
her. She sped up to get away from
the truck, and it pulled in behind
her. She then saw red and blue
lights coming from the dash of the
truck and the truck’s headlights.
She pulled over on Loop 12 just
inside the Dallas city limits (area
of Northwest Hwy. exit).

A white male (non-Hispanic) ap-
proximately 6’ tall (medium
weight, muscular build) came up
to her door. The suspect told her

she was speeding and demanded
that she get out of the car. When
she refused to get out, the male
grabbed at her shirt trying to pull
her out of the car and struck her
with his hand in the side of the
face. She began dialing a number
on her cell phone and the man ran
back to his truck and left north
bound on Loop 12 past Northwest
Highway.

The victim noticed that the rear
lights were also flashing as he
drove away, but she was unable to
get the license plate number. She
last saw the man in the truck take
635 west from I35. Police describe
the suspect as wearing khaki pants,
a white short sleeve shirt and a
crème colored felt cowboy hat; he
had a gun on his belt (right side),
with mace and handcuffs on the
left side. There was also a second
man in the passenger side of the
truck described as a white male
wearing a ball cap.

Investigators are asking that any-
one with information regarding
this assault contact the Irving Po-
lice Department 972-721-2518.

Aggravated Robbery: 08-30-07
at 11:16 p.m.  Two males entered
the store and robbed the clerk at
gunpoint in the 300 block of N. SH
Loop 12. One suspect was wear-
ing a mask and carrying a hand-
gun. The other suspect was armed
with a shotgun.

Terroristic Threat Call/Anthrax:
08-31-07 at 1:08 p.m.  Police and
fire units were dispatched to a sus-
picious circumstances call at
CONEXIS CO, 6191 N. S.H. 161.
The company works with medical
insurance billings and had re-
ceived a letter in the mailroom
claiming that anyone reading the
letter had now been exposed to
Anthrax. The letter was written by
an irate and unstable customer and
had possibly been in the mailroom
for up to a week before it was
brought to the attention of man-
agement. IFD Haz-Mat arrived and
sent in a team to retrieve the let-
ter. The letter was given a field test,
which tested negative for anthrax.
The letter was sealed in a metal
paint can and turned over to the
police at the scene. The police as-
sisted IFD and contacted Dallas
County Health for the proper pro-
tocol for disposing of the letter.

Aggravated Assault/Robbery:
08-31-07 at 9:10 p.m.  Complain-
ant, his mother and brother were
sitting in their car parked in the
3900 block of Portland waiting for
friends when a carload of white
males drove by and began yelling
obscenities at them. The
complainant’s brother stepped out
to confront them, and the com-
plainant followed suit. One of the
suspects then cut him on the arm

with a knife. The complainant’s
mom got out and was struck by an
unknown person who also took her
purse. The complainants’ friends
arrived and the suspects ran to a
nearby residence. Officers arrived
and were able to identify two sus-
pects and arrest them.

Robbery/ Individual: 09-02-07 at
1:20 a.m.  A 30 year old female
resident of the Cabachon Apart-
ments had parked her vehicle in
the parking garage. She was walk-
ing to her apartment when she was
approached by a male in his 20’s
who demanded she give him
money and a ride. When she re-
fused he, grabbed her and threw
her to the ground. A unrelated ve-
hicle drove into the garage and the
suspect was scared off. No prop-
erty was taken and there was no
injury. 

Robbery/ Individual: 09-02-07 at
11:58 p.m.  The complainant was
walking through the Highland Oak
Village Apartments when he
stopped and asked the suspects if
they had a cigarette. The suspects
asked him if he had any money.
When the complainant pulled out
his wallet to give them some cash
for a cigarette, one of the suspects
punched him in the face and took
his wallet and cell phone. The sus-
pects fled the scene on foot.

The complainant described the
suspects as two males, 16-17 years
of age, both approximately 5’8”,
one was heavy and the other was
slim. They were both wearing
black jeans and white t-shirts.

Robbery/ Individual: 09-03-07 at
12:01 a.m.  The complainant was
walking through the Regal Park
Apartments when she was pushed
down from behind. The suspect
took her purse and fled the scene
on foot. The complainant was un-
able to describe the suspect. She
suffered minor injuries to her
hands and knees. Officers found
her purse between two dumpsters
in the complex. The complainant
advised that $800 (40 x $20 bills)
was missing.

Aggravated Robbery: 09-03-07
at 10:09 p.m.  The complainant
was approached in the Brittany
Place Apartments from behind by

two suspects who put a gun to his
head and told him they would kill
him if he turned around. They then
stole his cell phone and searched
his pockets for anything else of
value, but after finding nothing
fled on foot.

Police Pursuit: 09-04-07 at 3:17
a.m.  An officer attempted to stop
a motorcycle southbound on SH
161 at Royal Lane for speeding.
The driver refused to stop and led
officers on a short pursuit south-
bound on SH 161 to southbound
SH 360. The motorcycle did not
have a license plate on it. On SH
360 at Post Paddock Rd the speed
increased to 120 mph and with no
confirmed offense, except for
speeding and no license plate, the
pursuit was terminated.

Police Pursuit: 09-04-07 at 10:01
p.m.  An officer attempted to stop
vehicle for DWI on southbound SH
Loop 12 north of SH 356. While
following vehicle, dispatch advised
call that vehicle was just involved
in Irving hit and run. Just north of
Shady Grove Rd., subject acceler-
ated and officer checked in pursuit.
Subject continued southbound SH
Loop 12 at approx. 90 MPH. Sub-
ject slowed and exited Singleton
Rd., exit in Dallas, but did not slow
enough, losing control of vehicle
and leaving roadway into grass
median where vehicle became
stuck. Subject fled on foot but was
quickly caught by officer. Charged
DWI, Evading, No DL, FMFR. No
accident/no injury/no incident.

MicroSpine Institute
Center for Minimally Invasive Spine Care

Douglas Won, MD - Spine Specialist
Our focus is correcting complex spine problems by utilizing the
latest minimally invasive techniques.

Minimally Invasive Endoscopic Laser Surgery

Comprehensive Spine (neck & back) Care

Artificial Disc Replacement

Scoliosis Care (Adult & Children)

Spine Injections

!
!
!
!
!

2120 N. MacArthur Blvd.
Irving TX 75061

6800 N. MacArthur Blvd. Ste 310
Irving, TX 75039

972.438.4636
ext. 1112 or 1106

www.MircroSpineTexas.com   or   www.SwSpineInst.com

Gigantic
Yard Sale

Heartland Church

Food
Drinks

Much Misc.
310-S. Story Rd.

Sept. 14 - 15
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
September 8    International Fair
- Residents are invited to attend an
International Fair from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. at Heritage Senior Center,
200 S. Jefferson St. The fair will
feature displays from around the
world, as well as entertainment
groups that will perform tradi-
tional dances and music from vari-
ous countries. All ages are wel-
come. Call 972-721-2496 for de-
tails.

September 8    Teddy Bears for
Troopers - IGCA and Shayla
Ervin, Miss Congeniality 2007
present Teddy Bears for Troopers.
Help us collect new, medium-sized
teddy bears for the Irving Police
Department. Bring teddy bears to
your game. Look for the Teddy
Bears for Troopers table near the
Major League Field 9 a.m. to 6
p.m. Questions? call 972-206-2810
or 817-905-9471 Email
info@teddybearsfortroopers.com.

September 8    Rhythm Circle
and Drum Making - Central Li-
brary, Children’s Programming
Room from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Join us for some drumming fun
with special guest Eric Stuer from
RHYTHMWEB. The program will
feature drum solos by the members
of the Drumming & Rhythm Circle
Workshop. Free and for all ages.
No registration is required. Chil-
dren under age 8 must be accom-
panied by a guardian. For more
information, call 972-721-2458.

September 9    Cancer Society
Fundraiser - JERSEY MIKE’S,
near the corner of MacArthur Blvd
and Royal Lane in Irving, will
sponsor a fundraiser for the Ameri-
can Cancer Society, Relay for Life.
From 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., come in
and enjoy foods and beverages. At
the end of the day, JERSEY
MIKE’S will donate 20% of the
receipts and make a contribution
of that amount to the American
Cancer Society!

September 9, 10    ICT
MainStage Auditions - ICT
MainStage is holding auditions for
Dracula by Steven Dietz -  directed
by Bruce Coleman, Sunday 2 – 4
p.m. and  Monday 7 - 9 p.m. at
ICT Studio, 2333 Rochelle, Irving.

Call for appointment 972-594-
6104. Four women’s and six men’s
roles.

Everyone should be in good
physical condition as all of the
roles are very strenuous and physi-
cally demanding.

September 9    Cancer Society
Fundraiser - Bruno’s Ristorante,
9462 N. Macarthur Blvd in Irving,
will sponsor a fundraiser for the
American Cancer Society, Relay
for Life. For lunch or dinner, come
in and enjoy foods and beverages.
At the end of the day, Bruno’s
Ristorante will donate 10% of the
receipts and make a contribution
of that amount to the American
Cancer Society!

September 10    Irving Republi-
can Women’s Club - Presentation
and Discussion Regarding the Pro-
posed Budget for the City of Irv-
ing at la Madeleine’s-(Royal &
MacArthur) 6:30 p.m. for dinner,
7:00 p.m. for the meeting. Speaker
is Beth Van Duyne, Irving City
Councilwoman and President of
the IRWC

September 10    Myths of Entre-
preneurship - Learn what it’s like
to be self-employed from two ex-
perienced entrepreneurs. Discover
if you really have what it takes to
start - and successfully operate -
your own business. Irving Central
Library, 801 W. Irving Boulevard
6:30-7:30 p.m. (Admission is free.)
For information, call 972-742-
2393.

September 11    Irving Downtown
Association - Irving City Council-
man Thomas Spink is scheduled
to be the guest speaker at the meet-
ing of the IDA to be held in the
Community Building at 135 South
Jefferson, across from the Heritage
Senior Center at 7:00 p.m.

September 13    Meet Fire Chief
Mario Molina - Special guest
Mario Molina, Irving fire chief,
will read for a bilingual family
storytime gathering at 7:30 p.m.
Children under age 8 must be ac-
companied by an adult. No regis-
tration required. Please call 972-
721-2458 for more information.

September 13    Tea & Talk - Irv-
ing Central Library at Every month
book fans gather at 7 p.m. in the
Central Library to discuss a vari-
ety of literature. The September
book choice is “The Memory
Keeper’s Daughter” by Kim
Edwards. No registration required.

September 14    Casino Night -
Casino Night at the DFW Hyatt
Regency will feature live music
and a silent auction.

GRAND OPENINGGRAND OPENINGGRAND OPENINGGRAND OPENINGGRAND OPENING

Good Grooming At Fair Prices!Good Grooming At Fair Prices!Good Grooming At Fair Prices!Good Grooming At Fair Prices!Good Grooming At Fair Prices!

$5 off
on first visit

Open 7 days a week

Walk-ins Welcome
Evenings by Appt.

R & D Dog Grooming
2811 N. MacArthur Ste B, Irving

Shop: 972-255-1048
Cell: 214-909-4769

Major credit cards accepted
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Margaret’s Corner

Margaret Lopez is an indepen-
dent writer for the Irving Rambler.  An
Irving resident for more than 12 years,
she and her husband have been mar-
ried for more than 40 years and have
four daughters and four grandsons

Matt is a member of the North Texas Film
Critics Association (NTFCA) and hosts
the weekly syndicated Indie Rock Radio
Show Spin 180. Plus with his wife Cindy
they do a weekly radio feature, The
Mungles on Movies. For additional re-
views and interview clips visit
www.mungleshow.com.

Mungles
on Movies

Hi Irving!
 
Can you believe
that it is almost
the anniversary
of the horrific
September 11th,

2001 terrorist attack on our great
Nation? Sometimes it feels like it
was yesterday, and sometimes it
feels so long ago.  

But no matter how many years
pass since that terrible day, we
must never forget. I think to forget
is to let our guard down and leave
ourselves open to another attack. I
also think we should remember in
honor of all those brave men and
women who lost their lives, saved
lives, and helped with the recov-
ery process in so many different
ways. We should remember so we
always know how very blessed we
are to live in America and to live
period. That day was a sad, dark
and painful time for us but the way
our Nation pulled together was
nothing short of miraculous in my
opinion. So sit and take some time
to pray for those who lost loved
ones on that day and say a prayer
of thankfulness, too, for the Great
USA. Every year Calvary Church
has a remembrance service in
honor of 9-11. Come join us.     
    We should also remember our
soldiers. If you see me on a Friday
you will see me wearing red
in support of our military men and
women that are currently in ser-
vice. I am glad to know that

Manhattanville My Soldier
(an organization created to support
our troops) is joining thousands of
other Americans and Canadians in
wearing red on Fridays in support
of our service men and women. If
you would like more information
on this organization, log on to
www.mysoldier.com. You can find
out more about how to support our
troops by wearing red and also
learn about the free “my soldier”
awareness bracelet that they are
offering. The Red Fridays Founda-
tion of Canada created “wear red
on Friday.” I think it is a nice way
to show our support. There are
many ways we can show our sup-
port such as meeting the troops
when they arrive/depart at the air-
port, sending care packages to our
military, etc. There are many op-
portunities.  

On another note, Happy 50th
anniversary to The Irving Noon
Day Lions Club. I’m glad to be a
part of it. Everyone in the club are
such great friends. Come join us
on any Wednesday at noon at the
Golden Corral restaurant located
at 183 and Beltline in Irving.  
    
Praying to make a difference.
 God Bless You.
Attend Church Sunday. 

By Matt Mungle
September looks to be a non-

eventful time for movie releases.
This alone is a reason to keep your
eyes peeled for that summer sleeper
that might fly under your cinematic
radar. Gone are the Spiders, Pirates
and Transformers. In their place
are subtle titles with familiar faces.
The weekend of the 10th gives you
a few bangs for your buck in what
looks like the NRA’s dreamfest.
Everyone has a gun.

Yes momma they still make
westerns. 3:10 to Yuma is one of
three westerns to be released this
fall and is gearing up to possibly
be the best. Directed by Walk the
Line’s James Mangold and starring
Russell Crowe and Christian Bale,
Yuma may follow The Unforgiven’s
trail to Oscar gold. A rancher
transporting an outlaw from one
town to the next gets holed up in a
hotel waiting for the train to Yuma.
Rated R for violence and some lan-
guage.

Clive Owen refuses to be out
shot and teams up with Monica
Bellucci, and Paul Giamatti in the
aptly named, Shoot ‘Em Up. This
film is directed by Michael Davis
and follows up his 2003 film Mon-
ster Man. Remember that? Don’t
worry, no one else does either. This
film has a great cast and its quirki-
ness may help push this to the top
of the box office. After all how of-
ten can you combine childbirth
with gunplay? Rated R for perva-
sive strong bloody violence, sexu-
ality and some language.

In Hollywood the saying is,

“Where there’s a Will there’s a
way. If the Will is a Smith or
Ferrell.” But what about other SNL
Alum’s Arnett and Forte. These
two Will’s bring a batch of silly
comedy to this week’s releases with
The Brothers Solomon. When their
dying father desires a grandchild
the two social misfits try to find a
mate. And fast. The trailer looks
funny but there seems to be noth-
ing unique or must see about this
film at all. Thank the heaven’s for
DVD’s. Rated R for language and
sexual content.

So there you go. Look like a
good weekend to stay home with
the kids? Might be a wise choice.
But if you find yourself having
eight dollar a bucket popcorn with-
draws, 3:10 to Yuma will be your
best bet. As always know before
you go. I’m Matt Mungle.

Autumn moAutumn moAutumn moAutumn moAutumn movies fall shorvies fall shorvies fall shorvies fall shorvies fall shorttttt
3:10 TO YUMA    R
1:25PM    4:10PM    7:00PM    9:45PM
SHOOT EM UP    R
12:55PM    3:00PM    5:15PM    7:30PM
10:05PM
BELIEVE IN ME    PG
1:40PM    4:25PM    6:50PM    9:15PM
WAR    R
1:20PM    4:10PM    6:40PM    8:55PM
RUSH HOUR 3    PG13
1:30PM    4:10PM    7:45PM    10:00PM
SUPERBAD    R
1:05PM    4:05PM    7:05PM    9:35PM
NANNY DIARIES    PG13
1:35PM    4:20PM    6:55PM    9:20PM

#DEATH SENTENCE    R
1:50PM    4:40PM    7:00PM    9:20PM
STARDUST    PG13
1:10PM    4:00PM    7:15PM    10:00PM
HARRY POTTER    PG13
12:50PM    3:40PM    6:45PM    9:50PM
BOURNE ULTIMATUM    PG13
1:00PM    4:30PM    7:15PM    9:55PM
HALLOWEEN    R
1:30PM    5:10PM    7:40PM    10:00PM
THE INVASION    PG13
1:45PM    4:50PM    7:20PM    9:40PM
BALLS OF FURY    PG13
1:15PM    3:25PM    6:50PM    9:25PM

Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater
Why wait in lines? PUCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

# NO PASSES * FULLY RESTRICTED

Read the
Irving Rambler

online at IrvingRambler.com

National Wrestling Alliance
Southwest. And we have profes-
sional boxing through the Harrison
Boxing Group in Fort Worth. All
of those groups have already done
events here.

“Starting in January, every

five weeks we want to have three
professional sporting events. Fri-
day we will have boxing, Saturday
mixed martial arts, and Sunday
wrestling.

“The western atmosphere in-
side Lindero Ranch takes a sport-

ing event and gives it a little bit of
culture. Most boxing and wrestling
events take place in a concrete
building. They just section off an
area and put bleachers in. We of-
fer them a place that actually has
some beauty to it,” he said.

Ranch to offer fight weekends
Continued from page 1
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DALLAS BUSINESS JOURNAL
RECOGNIZES IRVING COMPANIES

Two Irving companies were recognized by the Dal-
las Business Journal in their list of the Fastest-
Growing Metroplex Public Companies: Thomas
Group and Darling International. Also recognized
as the Largest Metroplex Public Companies were:
ExxonMobil, Kimberly-Clark, Fluor Corporation,
Commercial Metals, Flowserve, Zale, Pioneer Natu-
ral Resources, FelCor, CEC Entertainment, Darling
International, Carbo Ceramics, Nexstar Broadcast-
ing, EFJ Inc, DG Fastchannel, Thomas Group,
Carrington Laboratories, RBC Life Sciences,
Healthaxis, and Integrated Security Systems.
 

IRVING HEALTH CLINIC
GRAND OPENING

The new Irving Health Clinic, a community-oriented
primary care center, hosted its grand opening and
ribbon cutting on Aug. 29. The 38,000 sq ft facility
will begin providing services to the public Sep. 26.
The clinic, located at 1800 N. Britain Road, will be
open weekdays from 7:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. The num-
ber for appointments is 214-266-3100. Services may
be covered by Medicaid, Medicare, commercial in-
surance, or self-payment. Dental services will also
be provided at the clinic.
 

DART TO INTRODUCE
NEW SERVICE IN SOUTH IRVING

DART announced plans to introduce a new, inno-
vative transit service in South Irving that will com-
bine the advantages of a fixed-route bus with the
flexibility of curb-to-curb pickup and delivery.
DART will be hosting a series of open houses to
introduce the new service that is planned for the
Spring 2008. Open House will be Sep. 10, 11:30
a.m., Senter Park Recreation Center, 901 S. Senter;
Sep. 10, 6:00 p.m., Council Chambers at City Hall,
825 W. Irving Boulevard, and Sep. 12, 11:30 a.m.,
Braum’s Ice Cream, 1413 S. Story Road.
 

large desks and complete kitchens with Energy-Star ap-
pliances. Other Starwood brands include the W Hotels,
St. Regis, Le Meridien and Aloft, which is under con-
struction behind the Las Colinas flower clock. The Ele-
ment is expected to open in October 2008.
 

STAPLES TO OPEN
PRINTING/COPYING CENTER

Staples will be opening a new 14,000 sq ft corporate
printing and copying center at 7803 Mesquite Bend

ELEMENT HOTEL COMING TO IRVING
Starwood Hotels and Resorts entered an agreement with
Irving-based Sava Holdings LTD to open a new Ele-
ment Hotel in Irving at the intersection of I-635 and
Belt Line Road near the Intellicenter. Ground Awaken-
ing was held Sep. 6. The 123 guest rooms will offer
econ-friendly touches, wi-fi, an international pantry, a
fitness center, 1,600 sq ft meeting space, lobby-lounge
space and an outdoor firepit and barbecue. Guestrooms
will feature modular furniture, flat-screen televisions,

Drive. The store was open for business Sep. 6.
Staples has 20 retail locations throughout the DFW
area.
 

NORTH LAKE COLLEGE BREAKS
GROUND

 The groundbreaking for the new Sciences & Medi-
cal Professions Building on the main campus of
North Lake College was held Aug. 31st in conjunc-
tion with the College’s 30th Anniversary celebra-
tion. Participating in the groundbreaking was Dr.
Wright Lassiter Chancellor of Dallas County Com-
munity College District; State Representative Linda
Harper-Brown; Kitty Boyle, Board of Trustees for
Dallas County Community College District; and Dr.
Herlinda Glasscock, president of North Lake Col-
lege. All former presidents of North Lake College
were invited to participate.
 

COMMERCIAL METALS
CHAIRMAN TO RETIRE

Stanley Rabin, Chairman of Commercial Metals, a
Fortune 500 company with global headquarters in
Irving, announced plans to retire next year. Rabin
has been with Commercial Metals for 37 years and
was named CEO in 1979.
 

HOW TO EFFECTIVELY
MANAGE EXPORT COMPLIANCE RISK

The North Texas District Export Council and its title
sponsor Flowserve, an Irving-based international
corporation, will host a seminar Thursday, Sep. 27
at the Omni Mandalay Hotel at 221 E. Las Colinas
Boulevard to address the risk of export non-com-
pliance in exporter-third party relationships. For
more information or to register, visit
www.exporters.com/northtexas/conferences/3rd/
thirdparties.html, or 817-310-3744.

Irving Economic Development Partnership has ini-
tiated 52 new projects this fiscal year for either re-
location or expansion in Irving.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT INVESTORS
The Irving Economic Development Partnership would like to thank the following entities for

their continued support and investment in our program:

DIAMOND INVESTORS
City of Irving
Las Colinas Marketing Alliance

PLATINUM INVESTORS
Flowserve Corporation
Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP
Irving Convention & Visitors Bureau
TIAA Realty, Inc./Cousins

Properties Services

BRONZE INVESTORS
Archon Group
AT&T
Crow Holdings/Apollo R. E.
EF Johnson, Inc.
ExxonMobil
Frymire Services
Imlach & Collins Brothers
James Hardie Building Products
Knight Security Systems, LLC
Koll Development Company
Office Resource Group
Prediction Analytics
PS Business Parks
Reliant Energy
San Jacinto Public Affairs
Staffelbach Design Associates

GOLD INVESTORS
Aviall, Inc.
Carrington Laboratories
Coldwell Banker
RIM
Trammell Crow Company

SILVER INVESTORS
Allstate Insurance
Atmos Energy
Classic Fare Catering
Comerica Bank
Friedel Photographic
Granite Properties
Medco Health Solutions
Quantum Custom Homes
The Staubach Company
Oncor Electric Delivery

To share in the benefits enjoyed by these entities, please call us at 214.217.8484 or visit ww.irvingchamber.com.

WEEKLY
BIZ BRIEF

A business activity report by the Irving Economic
Development Partnership.

By Jess Paniszczyn
Since the first round a feasi-

bility studies in 1999, Irving’s road
to boasting its own convention cen-
ter has been a long one. A site for
the facility was purchased in 2001.
Unfortunately, a number of events
such as the September 11 attacks,
a recession in the travel industry
and natural disasters affected the
way people travel. A decline in the
center’s funding through the hotel
tax halted the planning phases.

Now, in a new, more global
market place, the City and the Irv-
ing Convention and Visitors Bu-
reau (ICVB) is preparing to build
a smaller, more versatile conven-
tion center than the one originally
conceived.

“We are aiming to open the
convention center in the fall of
2009, which is very ambitious,”
Maura Gast, executive director of
the ICVB, said. “We are motivated
to stick to that schedule, because
we have a prospective client who
wants to consolidate a large por-
tion of their meetings here start-
ing that fall. That client represents
30 to 50 meetings a year for 100 to
150 days a year for five years.

“When the facility is com-
pleted, Irving will finally have a
place big enough to accommodate
graduation, which it doesn’t today.
The largest single spaces we have
in the city today are 10,000 square
feet.

“The largest single space in
the convention center will be a
50,000 square foot exhibit hall
next to a 20,000 square foot ball-
room. So we could open the space
up to 70,000 square feet. Seven
times anything we can currently
accommodate in the city.”

Irving routinely loses business
and revenues due to a lack of meet-
ing space.

“We don’t have a place to ac-
commodate a number of our large
corporations’ shareholder meet-
ings. The convention center will
be able to provide them the right
setting with the proper security. A
number of our corporations have
very specific, high-level security
demands. Until we can deliver

those demands, those events rep-
resent business Irving is currently
losing. But with this facility we can
bring that business back to the
city,” Ms. Gast said.

“We are trying to program the
building so it is appropriate for
corporate use midweek and flex-
ible enough on the weekend for all
sorts of activities including tour-
naments, tradeshows and conven-
tions. What our restaurants and
hotels most need is weekend busi-
ness. Weekend programs will make
a difference in the success of the
building and in growing Irving’s
hospitality business.”

Located in Las Colinas, the
convention center will be required
to meet high standards of aesthet-
ics.

“It is important the convention
center fit with the vision of Las
Colinas that Ben Carpenter estab-
lished. There are high standards
for landscaping and imagery. The
convention center will be a really
big building in terms of its foot-
print. Making sure the facility does
not look like a box is a key chal-
lenge for the architects,” Ms. Gast
said.

“Hillier Architecture will
serve as the executive architect for
the entire project. We have a 40-
acre site that we bought in 2001.
The original plan we had on the
table in 2001 has been completely
revised. The market place has
changed since that time.

“The site has frontage all the
way around. It has 114 on the west
side, Spur 348 on the north side
and Las Colinas Boulevard on the
east side. Plus are all those high
rises in Las Colinas look down on
the roof of the facility. This will be
a long, five-sided building, but not
a tall building. There isn’t a back
door, nor do we want anybody to
see a back door. The facility needs
to be appropriate for the setting it
is in. Hillier Architecture’s role is
set the standards.

“HOK Venue is the architect
we are bringing forward to build
the convention center itself. HOK
will design the building within the
standards set by Hillier Architec-

ture while meeting our needs,” she
said.

Providing easy access to the
convention center will ensure that
the facility is a success.

“DART light rail will cross the
north side of the site. The DART
station will be a little bit east of
the convention center. So the site
is very accessible,” Ms. Gast said.

“The people mover system in
Las Colinas currently stops in the
Urban Towers building, which is
next to the convention center. We

still have to work through how we
will incorporate the people mover
with our plans, because currently
it stops in a private building.

“We end up losing 10 acres to
the expansion of the streets and
highways in a ribbon around the
site. It is not as traumatic as it
sounds. There were always ease-
ments required by the city and Las
Colinas.”

When completed, the conven-
tion center should be functional as

well as a source of pride for Irv-
ing.

“The convention center is a
big, civic statement, and we want
it to be grand. We want it to repre-
sent the city well and make the
community proud. We also want
the building to be successful and
make our customers happy. We
want our customers to rearrange
their schedules to be able to hold
their meetings in our convention
center,” Ms. Gast said.

New convention center to inspire community pride

Provided by Cheyenne Martin
The Crete Carrier Corporation

terminal in Wilmer, TX, named
James Nelson of Irving Driver of
the Month for July.

Nelson has driven for 15 years
and more than 1,900,000 accident-
free miles. He joined Crete Carrier
Corporation two years ago and has
logged more than 250,000 miles
with the company.

“Jim does his job very quietly,
professionally, efficiently and ef-
fectively,” supervisor Theodora
Walker said. “He is extremely self-
sufficient and does an outstanding

Irving residents who would
like to serve their city are encour-
aged to apply for a volunteer posi-
tion on one of the many boards,
commissions or committees. Board
and commission members advise
the City Council on a variety of
issues and play a significant role
in maintaining interaction between

Leaders needed for boardsLeaders needed for boardsLeaders needed for boardsLeaders needed for boardsLeaders needed for boards,,,,, commissions commissions commissions commissions commissions

Corporation names IrCorporation names IrCorporation names IrCorporation names IrCorporation names Irvingvingvingvingving
resident Driver of the Monthresident Driver of the Monthresident Driver of the Monthresident Driver of the Monthresident Driver of the Month

job of transporting goods across the
country.”

Nelson will receive a plaque
and compete with drivers of the
month from 16 other terminals for
Crete Carrier Corporation’s Driver
of the Year award in December.

To be named Driver of the
Month, drivers must be accident-
free for the month of recognition,
log a monthly average of at least
9,750 miles, keep accurate logs
and warrant no disciplinary actions
stemming from complaints within
or without the company.

residents and city government.
Residents must apply by Sept.

28 to be considered for appoint-
ment in November. The applica-
tion is available at
www.cityofirving.org/city-secre-
tary. Call the City Secretary’s Of-
fice at 972-721-2493 for more in-
formation.



  September 6, 2007 www.irvingrambler.comPage 6 The Irving Rambler

425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

IN GOD WE TRUST

Metro (817) 498-7079
And our new location at

310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX
Metro (817) 477-3383

Visit Our Other Locations at
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Serving Irving For Over 35 Years

For Take Out Call SPECIALS
EVERY

DAY!

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

“““““Where   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”””””“““““Where   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”””””

Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking

All You Can Eat Food Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

Beginning September 4th Joe’s Coffee Shop
will be totally NON-SMOKING.

We thank you for your continued patronage!

Attention

Over 20 years of service in the community

972-790-6315
M-Th 9-6:30    F 9-6    Sat 9:30-6    Sun closed

(Story & Grauwyler intersection next to Kroger)
1600 N. Story Rd. Ste. 616, Irving

*excludes food & sale items

any* product15% OFF

“Quality Vitamins at down to Earth Prices!”

COUPON

 everyday10% OFF

Soila’s Mexican Restaurant

Authentic Mexican Cuisine
Specializing in

7 days a week

Monday - Tuesday - Wednesday
ENCHILADA NIGHTS $495

2742 N. O’Connor @ Rochelle, Ste 104, Irving

972-594-4539
Buy 1 Entree & Drink at regular price

Receive a 2nd Entree at half price!
2nd entree must be of equal or lesser value

Coupon must be presented prior to purchase. Coupon is not valid
with any other promotion or discount. LIMIT One coupon per table.

Expires - 10.31.2007

wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.soilas.soilas.soilas.soilas.soilas.com.com.com.com.com

At the Board of Trustees Meet-
ing Aug. 27, Trustees voted 7-0 to
call a bond election for Nov. 6. The
bond proposal totals
$249,975,000.

The process to consider a bond
election began in June 2007 when
a 29-member Citizens’ Capital
Needs Task Force, composed of
community members, was ap-
pointed by the IISD Board of Trust-
ees. The task force visited IISD
schools and other facilities to de-
termine the needs of the district.

The 39th Annual Phi Delta
Kappa/Gallup Poll of the Public’s
Attitudes Toward The Public
Schools was released Aug. 28.

The 39th poll comes at a time
when K-12 schooling is near the
top of the agenda in state and na-
tional policy discussions, and ef-
forts to improve student achieve-
ment dominate those discussions.
In addition to the annual findings
of rankings and other matters, this
year’s report gives the public’s
opinion on the No Child Left Be-

Free English as a Second Lan-
guage (ESL) classes for adults be-
gin this month at the following six
locations:

Administrative Annex, 820
N. O’Connor, 972-273-6956 –
Mondays and Wednesdays, 9-
11:30 a.m., noon-2:30 p.m. &
5:30-7:30 p.m. (Start Date/Regis-
tration: September 10)
- Austin Middle School, 825
Union Bower, 972-721-3100 –
Mondays and Wednesdays, 5:30-8
p.m. (Start Date/Registration: Sep-
tember 12)
- Townsell Elementary School,
3700 Pleasant Run, 972-215-5500
– Tuesdays and Thursdays, 5:15-
7:45 p.m. (Start Date/Registration:
September 11)
- Lively Elementary School, 1800
W. Plymouth, 972-273-6700 –
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 5:45-
8:15 p.m. (Start Date/Registration:
September 13)
- Irving High School, 900 N.
O’Connor, 972-273-8300 – Tues-
days and Thursdays, 5:30-8 p.m.
(Start Date/Registration: Septem-
ber 13)
- Nimitz High School, 100 W.
Oakdale, 972-273-8600 – Mon-
days and Wednesdays, 6:30-9 p.m.
(Start Date/Registration: Septem-
ber 12)

Also, the ESL Computer Lab is
open Monday through Thursday
from 9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. at the
Administrative Annex using IBM
Reading Recognition and Side by
Side software. Registration fee is
$50 for six months.

R eR eR eR eR e g i s t r a t i o ng i s t r a t i o ng i s t r a t i o ng i s t r a t i o ng i s t r a t i o n
scheduled forscheduled forscheduled forscheduled forscheduled for
adult ESL classesadult ESL classesadult ESL classesadult ESL classesadult ESL classes

hind (NCLB) Act.
For example, Americans

worry that NCLB is pushing art,
science, health and social studies
out of the classroom, and one in
two Americans believe that NCLB
is limiting what children are
taught. A large majority of Ameri-
cans believe that their schools must
do more to prepare young people
to succeed in an increasingly in-
terconnected world.

To view the findings, visit
www.pdkintl.org.

National poll finds NCLB concerNational poll finds NCLB concerNational poll finds NCLB concerNational poll finds NCLB concerNational poll finds NCLB concernsnsnsnsns

After two months of study, the
Citizens’ Committee presented
$314,235,238 in capital needs in
a report to the Board of Trustees
Aug. 6. Trustees reviewed the Citi-
zens’ Committee’s report and
worked with IISD administrators
to identify a total of $249,975,000
in prioritized needs.

The amount will be used to
build new facilities, renovate ex-
isting schools and other facilities,
provide replacement technology,
and purchase equipment.

Board of trBoard of trBoard of trBoard of trBoard of trustees calls bond electionustees calls bond electionustees calls bond electionustees calls bond electionustees calls bond election
Enrollment running slightly

ahead
IISD enrollment reached

32,755 students on Sep. 4 and is
420 students below the projected
peak of 33,175 for the 2007-2008
school year.

Tuesday was the sixth day of
class, with an enrollment of 33
more students than the sixth day
of class last year.

Compared to the same day last
year, elementary enrollment has
increased 177, middle school en-
rollment has decreased 32, and
high school enrollment has de-
creased 112.

The two grades with the larg-
est student populations district-
wide are ninth grade with 3,005
and first grade with 2,700.

people how to resolve conflicts
without violence. Sessions are
open to defendants who have re-
ceived citations for assault or fight-
ing.

Life skills classes are intended
to cover subjects that are impor-
tant for young people but which
might not be addressed in the
classroom.

“Peer Pressure” uses a “Maze
of Life” exercise to let teens expe-
rience both positive and negative
peer pressure.

“Show Me The Money” gives
teens basic tips on financing their

college education, searching for
scholarships and applying for fed-
eral financial aid.

“Communication” teaches all
the parts of communication and il-
lustrates how they do or don’t
work.

“Professionalism” teaches
teens the “professional” way to
greet someone, the importance of
a handshake, how to make a good
first impression, what to wear for
an interview, etc.

“Diversity” addresses in a
non-confrontational way the issue
of the value of others and touches

on respect and teamwork.
“Job Preparedness” gives

teens a real-world job search ex-
perience that includes filling out
applications, dressing correctly,
and interviewing techniques.

“Intro to Careers” explores
three different lifestyles and their
associated monthly expenses and
reviews a variety of careers.

“Decision-Making” walks
teens through the process of mak-
ing good decisions.

“College Bound and Clueless”
gets college-bound students to ac-
tively think about the many factors
that go into the college selection
process.

Money from the grant also
funds volunteer recognition events.

Provided by Martha Tucker
The Irving Teen Court pro-

gram has been awarded a grant
from the Allstate Foundation. In
2004 Teen Court received an ini-
tial grant in the amount of
$12,000. In 2005, the grant was
increased to $14,000 and for 2006
and 2007 the grant remained at
$15,000.

The grant funds several pro-
grams that are designed to educate
teens so they can become more pro-
ductive citizens.

Anger management classes
provide counseling to teach young

Teen court receives grant for educational programs

Teachers and staff members from Kinkeade Early Childhood
School recently enjoyed a day of staff development at Lindero
Ranch. The training focused on math and curriculum.

Kinkeade staff training
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construction and it is now sched-
uled to be completed in late 2008.
The Irving mandir’s assembly hall
will be approximately 10,000
square ft. and will be able to seat
approximately 300 families.

Even though the opening of
the mandir has been delayed, a siz-
able crowd gathered to participate
in Pramukh Swami’s visit.

“We estimated 2,000 people
would come to see the Swami. But
at least 2,500 came. We had chairs
set up in the assembly area, but we
took several of the chairs out, be-
cause more people fit if they sit on
the floor,” Rachna Patel said.

“We have people coming from
all over the region: Houston, Aus-
tin and San Antonio,” Sejal Patel,
a member of the BAPS media
team, said. “People have come
from across the nation, and some
have come from England and Af-
rica.

“It is a very rare occasion for
him to be able to travel all the way
here. Especially to Dallas, because
Dallas is considered one of the
smaller centers. To have him grace

us here is an honor.
Through his travels, Pramukh

Swami encourages people to aspire
to be the best they can be.

“The Swami welcomes every-
one to come experience Indian cul-
ture through the mandir and the
cultural complex he is building,”

Ms. Sejal Patel said. “The inspira-
tion behind the new cultural com-
plex in Dallas and all the other cul-
tural centers across the world is
Pramukh Swami Maharaj. Imag-
ine how much excitement he gar-
ners from all of his devotes from
across the world.”

Continued from page 1
More than 2,000 greet Hindu leader

Making new friends, Police Chief Larry Boyd offers flowers to
Pramukh Swami.

ing private personal and financial
information over the Internet, tele-
phone or other means is a practice
known as “phishing.” 

“Some of the newer fraudulent
emails look more realistic than
ever, especially since these wrong-
doers put extra effort into making
emails look authentic by using
logos and even font styles designed
to deceive,” Clay Sanford, an IRS
spokesman in Dallas, said.  

Additionally, the IRS never
asks taxpayers for PIN numbers,
passwords or similar secret access
information for credit card, bank
or other financial accounts.

Recipients of questionable e-
mail that appears to come from the
IRS should not open any attach-
ments or click on any links con-
tained in the e-mail. Instead, the
e-mail should be forwarded to
phishing@irs.gov.

The IRS and the Treasury In-
spector General for Tax Adminis-
tration (TIGTA) work with the
U.S. Computer Emergency Readi-
ness Team (US-CERT) and vari-
ous Internet service providers and
international CERT teams to have
the phishing sites taken offline as
soon as they are reported.

Since the establishment of the
mail box last year, the IRS has re-
ceived more than 30,000 e-mails
from taxpayers reporting almost
400 separate phishing incidents.
To date, investigations by TIGTA
have identified host sites in at least
55 different countries, as well as
in the United States.

Other fraudulent e-mail scams
try to entice taxpayers to click their
way to a fake IRS Web site and ask
for bank account numbers. An-
other widespread e-mail scam tells
taxpayers the IRS is holding a re-
fund for them –– frequently $63.80
–– and seeking financial account
information. Still another email
claims the IRS’s “anti-fraud com-
mission” is investigating their tax

returns.
More information on phishing

scams using the IRS name, logo
or other identifier can be found on
the only genuine IRS Web site,
IRS.gov.

Provided by Richard Sanford
The Internal Revenue Service

recently issued a consumer alert
regarding a new, two-step e-mail
scam that falsely promises recipi-
ents they will receive $80 for par-
ticipating in an online customer
satisfaction survey.

In the scam, an unsuspecting
taxpayer receives an unsolicited e-
mail that appears to come from the
IRS. The e-mail contains a URL
linking to an online “Member Sat-
isfaction Survey.”

“We have seen many e-mail
scams using the IRS name,” IRS
Deputy Commissioner for Opera-
tions Support Linda Stiff said.
“The IRS does not initiate contact
with taxpayers through e-mail.
Taxpayers should always use cau-
tion when they receive unsolicited
e-mails.”

In this case, the e-mail noti-
fies the recipient that he or she has
been randomly selected to partici-
pate in a survey. In return, the IRS
will credit $80 to the taxpayer’s ac-
count. There are references to the
IRS in the “from” line and the
“subject” line of the e-mail. The
link to the survey and a copyright
statement at the bottom of the e-
mail also reference the IRS. The
survey form features the IRS logo.

In addition to standard cus-
tomer satisfaction survey ques-
tions, the survey requests the name
and phone number of the partici-
pant and also asks for credit card
information. Once the fraudsters
have a name and phone number,
they will presumably call the par-
ticipant and attempt to retrieve
other financial information.

The apparent objectives of this
scam are to use the participant’s
name and financial data to with-
draw funds from the taxpayer’s
bank account, run up charges on a
credit card or take out loans in the
taxpayer’s name.

Tricking victims into reveal-

WWWWWatch out for tricky e-mail scamsatch out for tricky e-mail scamsatch out for tricky e-mail scamsatch out for tricky e-mail scamsatch out for tricky e-mail scams
Bowie Middle School’s mascot, Cubbie, made new friends at
the 11th annual Cub Camp held a week before school
started. Almost 200 students learned to navigate their way
around Bowie and how to be successful in middle school.

Cub Camp at BowieCoinciding with Hispanic
Heritage Month, the Irving Public
Library is offering its second One
Book, One Irving project beginning
Sep. 17. The project will explore
“The House on Mango Street” by
Sandra Cisneros.

“One Book, One Irving is de-
signed not only to broaden and
deepen residents’ own appreciation
of reading, but also to encourage
their friends, families and neigh-
bors to read and discuss the same

book,” Patty Landers, Irving Pub-
lic Library director, said. “Resi-
dents who read ‘The House on
Mango Street’ can gain a better un-
derstanding of the urban Hispanic
experience.”

The slender novel tells the
story of Esperanza Cordero, a
young Mexican-American girl
growing up in Chicago. The book
has sold more than two million
copies since it was first published
in 1984 and has become a staple

of libraries, high schools and uni-
versities across the United States.

Cisneros will speak at the Irv-
ing Arts Center at 7 p.m. Sep. 17.
 While she was teaching high
school dropouts in Chicago,
Cisneros wrote “The House on
Mango Street” blending her stu-
dents’ experiences with her own
childhood. Learn more about One
Book, One Irving at
www.irvinglibrary.org.

LibrarLibrarLibrarLibrarLibrary to host second One Book,y to host second One Book,y to host second One Book,y to host second One Book,y to host second One Book, One Ir One Ir One Ir One Ir One Irving projectving projectving projectving projectving project
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Provided by Leah Jacobs
Thirty-five years ago, a young

West Texas preacher came to a
sleepy neighborhood church in Irv-
ing with a God-given vision to
plant a mega-church in Irving.
This Sunday, Calvary Church, of
Irving will celebrate the fruition of
that vision.

Dr. J. Don George and his
wife, Gwen, will celebrate their
years of ministry at Calvary
Church, Irving on Sep. 9.

George has led Calvary
Church through a 35- year jour-
ney of faith since 1972. In Septem-
ber of that year, Calvary Temple
was a small church of 60 people
on Grauwyler Street in Irving.
Under George’s leadership, the

church has grown to its present
membership of more than 10,000.

In 1985, new facilities were
occupied at 3000 West Airport
Freeway. In 2001, Calvary Temple
sold the Airport Freeway property.
Simultaneously, 25 acres were pur-
chased on N. Highway 161 at Wal-
nut Hill Lane.

Calvary Temple became Cal-
vary Church on July 4, 2004, as it
cut the ribbon and opened the
doors to its present facilities at
4401 N. Highway 161 in Irving.

George is a graduate of
Wayland Baptist University in
Plainview, TX. He also holds a
Doctor of Divinity degree from
Oral Roberts University in Tulsa,
OK.
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Bill Brown, President of the Greater Irving Republican Club; Sue
Richardson, Vice President, Greater Irving Republican Club;
Duncan Hunter, Candidate for President of the United States; Elena
Blake, Jacqualea Cooley, Joyce Howard attend the 2007 Texas Re-
publican Presidential Straw Poll in Fort Worth.

BENEFIT SALE
& RAFFLE

Sept 22, 2007 starting at 8:00am

Prizes valued at up to
$4,000 being raffled

Prizes valued at up to
$4,000 being raffled

At least 30 items to be raffledAt least 30 items to be raffled

Irving Orthopedics & Sports Medicine
2120 N. MacArthur Blvd

Irving TX75061

Need not be present to win
Ticket are currently available

On June 29, 2007, the community at Irving
Orthopedics & Sports Medicine lost a member of its
family to an act of domestic violence. Dawn Castillo
lost her life at the age of 30. Due to the events of that
sad day, three young children have been left parentless
and are now being raised in Houston by their maternal
grandmother on a single teacher salary.

Dawn was a devoted and loving mother to her children.

We are determined to do everything in our power to
make certain her children do not have to suffer any
more hardship than they already have. Join us in
supporting these children.

Residents participate in poll



Continuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The Tradition
“The Right Choice for Over 50 Years.”

BROWN’S MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Brown Family Owned and Operated.

972-254-4242
Brownmem@msn.comBen F.Ben F.Ben F.Ben F.Ben F.

Church & Chapel Ser-
vices

Local, Out of Town
Services

& Burials
Memorials
Cremation

Memories Flowers

606 West Airport Freeway – Irving, Texas  75062

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

Serving Irving  families since 1963

OBITUARIES

FOR SALE
One Cemetary Lot

Oak Grove Memorial Park, Irving
Setion A, Lot 21, Block 5

Current Memorial Park Price
$3,790

Our Price $2,500
($1,290 savings)

Call Winston Bell
817.281.8031 or

817.692.7853

We Provide The Personal Touch
David & Carla Davis,

Owners & Licenced Funeral Directors

972-259-7644129 S. O’Connor
Irving, TX 75060

Irving’s oldest funeral home

Chapel of Roses
Funeral Home

1225 E. Irving Blvd. 75060
972-554-1031

Owned & Operated by the Chism & Crouch
Families

Directors:
Harrell Chism
Charlotte Chism Waldrum

Offering:
Traditional Funeral Services
Cremation & Military Services
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BARBARA JOE TABOR
B a r -

bara Joe Tabor,
74, of Irving,
went home to
be with her
Lord on Sep-
tember 2, 2007.

B o r n
Aug. 13, 1933

in Dallas to Joe Allen and Alice
Harrington, she graduated from
Sunset High School in Dallas and
was married to Charles Remy Ta-
bor. She lived her life in service
to the Lord and her family, par-
ticipating in church choirs and
ministry outreach, where she had
the opportunity to witness in or-
phanages deep inside Communist
China, Dallas area homeless shel-
ters, and the Women’s State Prison
in Gatesville, TX.

Barbara is survived by her
husband of 54 years, Charles

Remy Tabor; brother, Richard
Harrington; son, Chuck Tabor;
son, Mark Tabor and his wife
Marianne; daughter Karen
Sammons and her husband Doug;
and daughter Lisa Tabor. Barbara
was also blessed to have three
grandchildren, Jennifer Brast and
husband Mark, Michael and
Christopher Sammons; two step
grandchildren, Claire Curtis and
Phillip Osterloh; and two step
great grandchildren, Sam and Paul
Curtis. Other family members in-
clude brother-in-law, William D.
Tabor and wife Barbara; niece
Cindy Beckett and husband Dave,
and niece Catherine Tabor. Bar-
bara is also survived by her be-
loved friends Sally Chapman and
Fern Maxwell.

Her family would like to
thank the staff of Oak Hollow
Alzheimer’s Care Center in
Bedford. The family received
friends at the funeral home Thurs-
day with the funeral at Donnelly’s
Colonial Funeral Home Chapel.
Burial followed at Laurel Land
Memorial Park in Dallas. In lieu
of flowers, memorials may be
made to the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion, 4144 N. Central Express-
way, Suite 750, Dallas, TX
75204.

JOSE REYES
J o s e

Reyes, of Irv-
ing, passed
away August
30, 2007. He
was born Oct.
13, 1930 in El
Salvador.

Survivors include his wife
Estebana Reyes of Irving; sons
Carlos Reyes, Oscar Reyes, and
Filimon Reyes, all of Irving;
daughters Julia Reyes, and
Martha Rivas, both of Irving,
Rosa Cruz and Marlene Flores,
both of Virginia, and Maria
Guevara and Gladis Salazar, both
of El Salvador; 3 brothers; 5 sis-
ters; and 22 grandchildren.

Funeral services were held
Sep. 1 at Iglesia Santa Maria de
Guadalupe in Irving.  Interment
followed at Oak Grove Memorial
Gardens. Arrangements were
made by Brown’s Memorial Fu-
neral Home.

THELMA MOON
    Thelma
Moon, of
Denton, passed
away August
30, 2007 at the
age of 89.

S h e
was born Sep.

29, 1917 in Irving. Thelma was a
member of a pioneer family of
what was then Kitt, now Irving.
She was a member of South
MacArthur Church of Christ in
Irving.

Preceded in death by her hus-
band Charlie Horace Moon and
survived by nephews John Cox
and wife Susan, Aaron and Eliza-
beth Cox, Allison Cox, niece
Nancy Huff and husband Jim,
Mark and Lucy Huff, Eric and
Rob Huff, Rikki Huff Downing
and husband Ted, Charlie and
Barb Cox of Belton, June Shilling,
Jane Burgess, Kay Clark, Mary
Jewell Hughes, Quint Bridges and
other family members who dearly
loved Thelma.

Funeral services were held
Sep. 1 at Oak Grove Memorial
Gardens.

TOMMYE JOSEPHINE
PEARCY STATON

    Tommye
J o s e p h i n e
Pearcy Staton
of Irving died
September 3,
2007 in Irving.

M s .
Staton was

born July 21, 1926 in
Stephenville, TX (Erath County).
She retired as a buyer from Ceco
Corporation in 1986. She was ac-
tive in Girl Scouting, as a volun-
teer for 12 years and served as
Volunteer Vice President with the
Tejas Council of Dallas during the
1970’s.

Ms. Staton was preceded in
death by husband Clifford of 52
years. She is survived by daugh-

ter Lisa Amelia Pomroy of
Colleyville; two grandchildren,
Callie Amelia Pomroy and Jacob
Richard Pomroy; sister Marguer-
ite Arthur of Denver, CO; brother
A. R. Pearcy of Olney, TX and a
host of nieces; nephews; sisters-
in-law and special friends Barbra
and Clarence Holub.

Funeral services were held
Sep. 6 at Brown’s Memorial Fu-
neral Home Chapel with interment
to follow at Oak Grove Memorial
Gardens.

CANDY CABALLERO
Candy

Caballero, of
Irving, passed
away August
30, 2007. She
was born Feb.
2, 1940 in Dal-
las.

Survivors include her daugh-
ters Debra Bruce of Dallas, Rose-
mary Caballero of Dallas, Belinda
Rojas of Mesquite, and Lupita
Gracia of Dallas; sons Marcos
Caballero, Jr. of Irving, and
Rogelio Caballero of Dallas;
brother Daniel Garcia of Irving;
sister Mary Helen Dawson of
Balch Springs; brother Leon
Garcia of Irving; sister-in-law
Irma Crockett; 15 grandchildren;
15 great grandchildren; and a host
of special nieces and nephews.

Funeral services were held
Sep. 1 at Brown’s Memorial
Chapel. Interment followed at
Oak Grove Memorial Gardens.

AdAdAdAdAdverververververtise intise intise intise intise in
The IrThe IrThe IrThe IrThe Irving Ramblerving Ramblerving Ramblerving Ramblerving Rambler
We offer a variety of cost

effective ways to reach
your customers

Call 214-675-6493



Games and PuzzlesGames and PuzzlesGames and PuzzlesGames and PuzzlesGames and Puzzles

Contact us at 214-675-6493 if your business would like
to sponsor the games section of the Irving Rambler.
Almost everyone likes to play games giving advertisers
a captive and entertained audience. We are considering
a variety games and puzzles. Sponsoring this section
would guarantee you could play your favorite game
every week.

SPONSORS WANTED
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Answers for 8-23-2007Answers for 8-23-2007 Answers for 8-23-2007
Magic maze Sudoku Super Crossword



ADVERTISING PRICES
First 15 words $7.00
Each additional word $0.20

Bold, Caps, border $7.00

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.  When you place a
classified advertisement in the Rambler, we publish it online at no additional
charge. The Irving Rambler does not accept submission of an advertisement as
a commitment to publish.  Publication of an advertisement does not create an
obligation to continue publishing.  The Irving Rambler reserves the right to
refuse to publish any advertisement for any reason.  Ads promoting hate groups,
or including inappropriate material will not be published.  E-mail addresses
will only be published if included in the copy of your classified ad.

To purchase classified ads call
214-675-6493.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

HELP WANTED
Mike Overby, PE/CMC Principal & Owner
Express Personnel Services Dallas Metro Of-
fice 4070 N. Beltline Rd #126 Irving, TX
75038 972-258-4981 - Office 469-222-5559
- Cell An ISO 9001-2000 Certified Company
“Helping People Succeed” Link to our monthly
newsletter: www.expresspersonnel.com/news-
letters/e_exchange.htm HRTips: http://
employers.expresspersonnel.com/us/solutions/
hr-tip-archives.aspx

SALES POSITION
Local territory, established accounts, People
person, detail oriented, responsible, courteous,
articulate, computer literate, MS Office, email
and internet savvy opportunity for growth, ex-
perience preferred, call to 214-675-6493 to
discuss your opportinities

SAW OPERATOR NEEDED
Saw Operator needed with some computer
knowledge. Steady work, great location. Ap-
ply in person at Hannon Hydraulics, 625 North
Loop 12, Irving, Texas No phone interviews.

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES
FOR SALE-Hot Wheels Collection-Treasure
Hunts, Final Runs and many other series 972-
438-4522

$8 + Bonus scale$
Call Center Rep

No Exp Nec
F/T 12-8 & P/T 4-8 M/F

Call 972-929-4272

MOMENTS IN TIME
The History Channel

On Sept. 9, 1850, California
becomes the 31st state in the union
after Mexican diplomats cede the
territory. They might have had re-
grets had they known that gold had
been discovered at Sutter’s Mill in
Coloma, Calif., nine days prior to
signing.

On Sept. 11, 1921, San Fran-
cisco police arrest actor and direc-
tor Fatty Arbuckle on suspicion of
manslaughter. Starlet Virginia
Rappe had died of a ruptured blad-
der several days after an alleged
sexual assault by the 350-pound
Arbuckle. After two hung juries,
Arbuckle was acquitted in 1922,
but his films were banned.

On Sept. 7, 1936, rock pioneer
Buddy Holly is born in Lubbock,
Texas. Holly popularized the stan-
dard rock band format of two gui-
tars, a bass and drums. His block-
buster hits included “Peggy Sue,”
“Oh, Boy!” and “Maybe Baby.”

On Sept. 5, 1957, Jack
Kerouac’s “On the Road,” one of
the first novels of the Beat move-
ment, is published. Kerouac wrote
in fits of inspiration, fueled by am-
phetamine binges and lack of
sleep. The entire book was written
on a 120-foot scroll of paper and
took only 20 days.

On Sept. 8, 1960, Aguri
Suzuki, one of Japan’s most suc-

UCP of Metro Dallas
DIRECT CARE ATTENDANT
NEEDED in IRVING AREA.
Direct personal assistance w/daily activities in client’s

home (grooming, hygiene, & community).
Requires 1 yr exp working w/the disabled & reliable transportation.

Hours: M-W-F; 10:30 am-1:30pm
Contact:  Teresa Wilson

214-247-4544

cessful race-car drivers, is born.
Suzuki began his winning career
in the Japanese Kart Champion-
ship, and eventually moved on to
Formula 1 racing.

On Sept. 6, 1976, a Soviet air
force pilot lands his MiG fighter
jet in Japan and asks for asylum in
the United States. After a thorough
analysis of the MiG-25, American
experts concluded that the plane
was quite fast, but also unwieldy
and almost incapable of close-
quarters combat.

On Sept. 10, 1981, Spanish
artist Pablo Picasso’s monumental
anti-war mural Guernica is re-
ceived by Spain after four decades
of refugee existence. In 1939,
Picasso gave the painting to New
York’s Museum of Modern Art on
an extended loan and decreed that
it not be returned to Spain until
democratic liberties were restored
in the country.

Redevelopment will hurt
community
Editor:

I have been a resident of Irv-
ing since I was 5 years old; I am
now 41 years of age. I attended
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Council Communications Committee to accept public input on Olde TCouncil Communications Committee to accept public input on Olde TCouncil Communications Committee to accept public input on Olde TCouncil Communications Committee to accept public input on Olde TCouncil Communications Committee to accept public input on Olde Tooooowne projectwne projectwne projectwne projectwne project
The recently formed Irving

City Council Communications
Committee will hold a meeting on
Sep. 11 to discuss plans for the Irv-
ing Olde Towne redevelopment
project. Delbert McDougal, chief
executive officer of McDougal
Companies, will present an over-
view of the plan. Attendees also
will have the opportunity to ask
questions and provide input on the
project.

The meeting is scheduled for
11:30 a.m. Sep. 11 in the Irving
City Council Chambers at Irving
City Hall, 825 W. Irving Blvd.

“We hope that residents who
have questions about the Olde
Towne project will attend this
meeting to hear firsthand about the
plans for the area, and to get an-
swers to their questions,” Council-
woman Beth Van Duyne said.
“While specific details of the
project have not been finalized, we
want to share with residents all of
the information we do have at this
time. We also want to provide an
opportunity for residents to share
with us their concerns.”

On Sep. 6, the City Council
approved a note repurchase agree-

ment between Delbert McDougal
and Comerica Bank in regard to
an underlying line of credit to pur-
chase property for the Olde Towne
redevelopment project.

Downtown Irving redevelop-
ment plans under consideration
include a mixed-use urban village
complete with retail, residential,
restaurants, offices and parks, cen-
tered on the Trinity Railway Ex-
press. City officials said the devel-
opment area will include eight to
10 city blocks. Detailed plans will
not be completed for several
months.

“Our goal is to entice people
and new businesses to relocate to
South Irving,” McDougal said.
“The only way to get new busi-
nesses to come to an older area is
to rebuild and revitalize the area
so that it is more economically vi-
brant. We want to make Olde
Towne a strategic investment that
will attract people to downtown
Irving.”

McDougal said his plan will
focus on purchasing existing com-
mercial property. There is a need
for a small number of single-fam-
ily homes for future phases of the

redevelopment project.
Owners have the option to sell

their property to McDougal or to
retain ownership themselves. In
addition, the city will not use emi-
nent domain for the Olde Towne
development. Under the terms of
an agreement, property outside of
the target area will not be pur-
chased without City Council ap-
proval, unless it is funded entirely
by McDougal Companies.

A development plan is ex-
pected to be completed by Decem-
ber with the first phase of construc-
tion to begin in 2008.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Schultz elementary, Bowie Jr. High
and Nimitz High School. I married
a life long resident. We have chil-
dren in Irving High & The Acad-
emy Of Irving ISD.

So I care greatly what goes on
in south Irving. It makes me ex-

tremely sad that a group of people
who never before cared about south
Irving suddenly want to jump in
and change the whole look and
make up an area all in the name of
money. The only thing driving Mr.
McDougal is money, the all mighty

dollar. This is our community. Our
life they want to uproot. It is true
some things need revitalized like
our city council’s commitment to
the small business owners of south
Irving that will be affected greatly
by this land grab. 

In closing I would like to voice
my extreme displeasure with the
elected representatives of Irving.  

Ron Redmon

Every man has a treasure
By Jan Dickson

Week one of the ’07-’08
school year is ended. Week two
will be a short one with Monday’s
holiday. In doing some shoveling
in my home office I found a plan
that I had taught based on The
Treasure of Lemon Brown by
Walter Dean Myers. The lead char-
acter, a homeless once-great jazz
musician, says to a young boy who
left home after an argument with
his father over grades, “Every man
has a treasure.” And the resident
kids wrote about their treasures.

Keep in mind the treasures
your resident kid may have in
mind.

“My treasure is Jesus. He
loves me for who I am. Then in
parentheses (my parents want me
to be who they want me to be, and
they aren’t very nice people)”

“My treasure is my basketball,

for enjoyment, for relief, for com-
petition, for me!”

“My treasure is a little lead
ring. This ring means a whole lot.
It was given to me when my dad’s
grandmother died. This is the only
thing I have to remember her by. I
try to wear it every day.”

“My treasure is all my trophies
I have won from baseball. I want
to pass them down to my son, to
show him I wasn’t a couch potato.
I want to give him my homerun
balls that I hit last summer.”

“My treasure is the many
photo albums I have at home. They
are special because the pictures in-
side show me and my family less
stressed.”

“My treasure is my name. I
was named after Mary, the Virgin
Mother. My middle name was af-
ter St. Elizabeth. This is because,
like my mother, St. Elizabeth was
very old when she gave birth to her
child.”

“My treasure is my parents
being together. I like my parents
being happy together and having
one big family. I like the feeling
when we are all together and are
having a good time. I cherish this
treasure immensely.”

“My treasure is my family!”
Keep these treasures in mind

from other resident kids at other
homes. Why not ask yours what
they have in mind as their personal
treasure?
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