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By Christy Sloan
With flags flying, the faculty

and students of the Sloan School
dressed in red, white and blue to
celebrate September 11.

Darin Sloan began the day
by leading a chapel service.
Founding father, George Wash-
ington (second grader Turner
Meeks) and Samuel Adams
(kindergardener Sam Meeks) also
attended chapel. During the ser-
vice, Mr. Sloan recognized three-
year-old Madison Millek whose
father has been fighting in Iraq all
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of her life. Chapel ended with a
prayer for Madison’s daddy and
all the soldiers fighting for free-
dom.

After chapel, the students
began their annual patriotic march
around the school.

“The children begin each day
by saying the pledge and singing
patriotic songs,” director Christy
Sloan said. “This is actually part
of the curriculum we follow. We
believe children need to develop
pride in our great country from an
early age.”

By Elvia Wallace-Martinez
DECT honored Carole

Lawrence as its 2006 Silent Hero
with a lunch and program hosted in

the Central Library on Sep. 12. Re-
cently retired as the City of Irving’s
Health Communications Supervisor
after 22 years of service, Ms.

Carole Lawrence named DECT’s Silent Hero
Lawrence was recognized for her
contributions to the community.

“This lady impacted so many
lives, including mine,” Elvia
Wallace-Martinez executive. direc-
tor for DECT, said. “Carole is a per-
fect example of humanism for our

community.  I met her back in the
early 90’s at a ‘5 de Mayo’ event,
when she was dismantling her
booth and, all tired she was pulling
this huge portable plastic container
with wheels where she was placing
her educational material.  When I

offered to help her carry all this
heavy stuff, she told me she had
the dream to outreach Spanish
speaking people and other minor-
ity families to offer her advice and

By Jess Paniszczyn
Rich in wild game and fertile

farm land, Bear Creek was an ideal
location in the late 1800’s for former
slaves to settle and raise their fami-
lies. In recent years, Bear Creek has
seen a host of small businesses,
exclusive neighborhoods and new
comers of every description.

However, in living memory ex-
ists a small community where kids
walked to school barefoot, kero-
sene lamps lit the night and
summer’s heat was unbroken by air
conditioners. Three lifelong resi-
dents of this historic area offered
their unique memories and perspec-
tives on how life used to be in the
Creek.

Elmer Sweat shared some of
the stories told by his father and
grandmother.

“The area out there used to be
named the Spencer Park Addition,”
Mr. Sweat said. “Some of the older
people said it dated back to 1845 as
a slave community.

“My father told me that the
reason they called it Bear Creek was

because bears used to roam in the
DFW Airport and Highway 183
area. He said there used to be bears
off in there, so they called it Bear
Creek.

“My grandmother used to
work some for Clyde Barrow’s
(Bonnie and Clyde) mother years
ago. My understanding is Clyde
came out there several times to hide
out. Some people got killed and
they threw the bodies off into the
Trinity River over in west Dallas by
Westmorland. They used to dump
bodies over in that area.

“My father used to tell me
about some of the gangsters that
would come out in that area from
time to time. One was a black man
they called Dead Ether. They said
that if he looked at you and he didn’t
like you, he would fight you or kill
you,” he said.

“Bear Creek as far as crime was
concerned you didn’t have crime.
If something came up missing, you
knew automatically the families that
grabbed things from time to time.
You would just go back and get

your stuff. You really didn’t have
crime in Bear Creek until it started
developing back in the ‘80s.

“Back when I was about 14 or
15 years old, Ike and Tina Turner
came to J.O. Davis. High School and
they performed. At that time, the
school had all the grades through
12. There was a lady who knew
them personally. Because she used
to sing along with them when they
were at the Longhorn Ballroom in
Dallas.

“Bear Creek was a hopping
place at one time. There was a popu-
lation of over 2,000 out there. Blacks
owned the land from DFW Airport
almost to Hunter Ferrell. During
that particular time, you would have
found black families owning small

Bear Creek continues to hold
fond memories of  its rural past

Thanks for the memories, friends and coworkers (l to r) Elvia Wallace-Martinez, James Dickens, Carole
Lawrence, Mayor Gears, Dirk Stricklin and Juan Carlos Reynoso gather to honor Carole Lawrence as DECT’s
Silent Hero.

Two of a kind, Abby Grace Cox and Libby West, both in Mrs. Cindy’s
four-year-old class, show their patriotic colors during a 9-11 parade.

See HOMETOWN, Page 3



September 14, 2006 www.irvingrambler.comPage 2 The Irving Rambler

Community CalendarCommunity CalendarCommunity CalendarCommunity CalendarCommunity Calendar

The Irving RamblerThe Irving RamblerThe Irving RamblerThe Irving RamblerThe Irving Rambler (214) 675-6493 (214) 675-6493 (214) 675-6493 (214) 675-6493 (214) 675-6493
irving@irvingrambler.com

Member of The  Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce -- The Irving Rambler is Copyrighted 2006

Stacey Starkey -Director
John Starkey - Publisher

INTERNET  www.irvingrambler.com
E-mail  irving@irvingrambler.com

The entire contents of this newspaper
are the sole property of The Irving Rambler, Inc.,
with all rights reserved. Reproduction or use,
without permission, of editorial or graphic content
in any manner is prohibited.

If you have an upcoming event, game
scores, a press release, or interesting story,
please let us know.  The Irving Rambler encourages

submission of articles, facts, and photographs
pertaining to the people, life, business, and
entertainment of Irving, Texas.

The Irving Rambler is published weekly by
Irving Rambler, Inc., P.O. Box 177731, Irving, TX 75017.

You can subscribe to The Irving Rambler for
$25 per year. The Irving Rambler is also distributed
free of charge through Irving businesses and public

publisher, and editor are not responsible for errors
in advertising.

The Irving Rambler Volume 3 Issue is
published weekly for $25 dollars a year by The
Irving Rambler, Inc.  627 S. Rogers, Irving, TX
75060. Periodicals postage pending at Washington,
DC, and additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER:
Send address changes to The Irving Rambler,
P.O. Box 177731, Irving, TX 75017.

Rambler, the publisher, editor, or any staff member.
All articles, press releases, photographs and other
materials submitted become the property of The
Irving Rambler.

The Publication of columnists’ views, as well
as advertising, does not constitute endorsement.
The Irving Rambler reserves the right to reject or
edit any advertising.  The Irving Rambler, its

areas. Please limit yourself to one copy so others
can benefit from The Irving Rambler.

Deadline for the submission of articles and
advertising is noon Monday, prior to the publication
date.  All submitted articles are subject to editing.
Opinions expressed in submitted advertisements,
articles, editorial, or commentary are those of the
writer, and not necessarily those of The Irving

WE ALSO CATER!
We appreciate your business. Thank you for coming

2742 N. O’Connor #104
Irving, Texas
972.258.1837

fax 972.258.8718
www.rincondelviejo.net

Buy one entree
@ regular price

Get 2nd entree
@ half price

COUPON

VALID WITH COUPON ONLY

Document Shredding    September
16 - The City of Irving, in partner-
ship with Keep Irving Beautiful
(KIB) and Shred Document De-
struction, is offering an opportu-
nity for Irving residents to have
their personal documents shredded
for safe destruction. The event will
be held from 9 a.m. to noon Sept. 16
at the Civic Center Complex, 825 W.
Irving Blvd. Entrance will only be
accessible off of Irving Boulevard,
just west of the Irving Central Li-
brary. This event is free to Irving
residents, but proof of residency
will be required with a current
driver’s license and utility bill. Par-
ticipants are limited to two file boxes
and will be available on a first-come,
first served basis. The documents
will be shredded on-site. For more
information about the shredding
event, call the Public Health and
Environmental Services Depart-
ment at 972-721-2346.
 
16 de Septiembre    September 16 -
A special program is being planned
at Senter Park Recreation Center to
celebrate Mexican Independence
Day. The free event will run from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. at 901 S. Senter St.
Activities will include games, mu-

sic and food. For more information,
call (972) 721-2641.

Trinity Trash Bash    September
16   - Keep Irving Beautiful, (KIB)
invites residents to participate in
this year’s 15th Annual Trinity
Trash Bash.Residents can register
their events and volunteers and get
more details about the Trash Bash
www.keepirvingbeautiful.com. Area
cleanups will begin at 9 a.m. at sites
throughout the City as well as the
central downtown Irving site. Par-
ticipants are urged to register on-
line or come to Irving City Hall be-
tween 8 a. m. and 9 a.m. the day of
the event to register and pick up
safety kits, gloves, etc. All are in-
vited to return to the park at noon
to report their project accomplish-
ments and enjoy a free
lunch. Games, prizes and entertain-
ment including a DJ will also be a
part of the activities. For more in-
formation, please call (972) 721-2175.

Irving Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce Annual Banquet    Septem-
ber 16 - Irving City Manager
Tommy Gonzalez is keynote speaker
for the at the Westin Hotel—DFW
Airport, 4545 John Carpenter Free-

way with a reception at 6:00 p.m.
and Dinner at 7:00 p.m.

The IHCC will also be unveil-
ing the 2006 Civic Achievement
Award, a recognition going to a
business, individual, or public in-
stitution making the greatest con-
tribution to the Irving Hispanic
community. Tickets are $60 per per-
son prepaid, or $70 at the door. For
more information, or to make reser-
vations for the banquet call 972-
943-4635 or e-mail
kerri.miene.st87@statefarm.com.

Walk to Help Homeless Pets    Sep-
tember 16 - Maggie, a special needs
Manchester Terrier mix and one-
year resident of DFW Humane So-
ciety, hosts the “Miles for Maggie”
walkathon, the 13th annual
walkathon to benefit the homeless
pets residing at DFW Humane So-
ciety from 8 to 10 a.m. Inside Irving
Mall (Airport Freeway @ Beltline
Rd) at the Food Court entrance fac-
ing Airport Freeway. Ask friends to
pledge on-line or by cash or check
to sponsor you in your walkathon
efforts to help homeless pets.
Qualify to win fantastic prizes. All
the details are at
www.dfwhumane.com.

Irving Black Arts Council    Sep-
tember 16 - Special Guest Speak-
ers: Gabriel Anieu, Peter Areth &
Stephen Kiir of the 130 Lost Boys
of Sudan at the Irving Public Li-
brary. Admission is free.

Fashion Show    September 16 -
The Central Library, 801 W. Irving
Boulevard, holds its first teen fash-
ion show on in the first floor audi-
torium. Local retailers will supply
the latest in youth fashion as well
as emerging trends in vintage wear.
DJ Ds2 from Urban Communication
Recording will provide the music.
The show is geared toward grades
six through 12. Call (972) 721-3503
for details. Show takes place from
7:30 until 9:00 p.m.

Yellow Rose Horse Festival    Sep-
tember 16 and 17 - The Dallas Dres-
sage Club’s annual horsemanship
event combines the beauty of
horses with the rigors of horseman-
ship. The festival is free and open
to the public. Las Colinas Eques-
trian Center, 600 E. Royal Lane,
gates open at 8 a.m.

Dart Out the Vote    September 18
– 22  - The League of Women Voters
of Irving will sponsor a voter regis-
tration event at the South Irving
Transit Station at O’Connor and
Rock Island from 4:00 – 7:00 p.m. In
an effort to increase voter partici-
pation and education, the Irving
League will be registering citizens
to vote, distributing materials about
the Nov. 7 General Election, and
provide instructions on how to find
information about candidates and
ballot propositions. If you would
like to participate in this event,
please call Mona Wyatt, 972/579-
0705.

Free Well-Child and Immunization
Clinic    September 19
Baylor Medical Center at Irving is
sponsoring a well child and immu-
nization clinic along with the Dal-
las County Department of Health
and Human Services and Northgate
United Methodist Church from 8:30
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Northgate United
Methodist Church, 3700 W.
Northgate Dr. in Irving. Well-child
exams for children ages birth to four
years-old and immunizations for
children ages birth to 18 years-old,
will be provided from 8:30 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. Immunizations only, will
be given from 1 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Immunization records must be pro-
vided for each child. The free ser-
vices of this clinic are available to
residents of Irving only. For more
information call 972-579-4095.

Irving Business EXPO    Septem-
ber 20 - The Greater Irving – Las
Colinas Chamber of Commerce is

scheduled to host the annual Irv-
ing Business EXPO at Market
Hall. The Business EXPO is a
“business to business” tradeshow,
highlighting the best and most pres-
tigious of Irving businesses, with
an emphasis to “Shop Irving First”
as we serve the DFW Metroplex.
The 2006 Business EXPO is pre-
sented by Capital One and spon-
sored in part by Wal-Mart; Allstate
Insurance; Aspen Catering and
DeVry University. For additional
information call 214-217-8473.

Hispanic heritage program    Sep-
tember 21 - A special installment
of Bilingual Storytime is set for 7:30
to 8:30 p.m. at the Central Library.
Hispanic Heritage Month will be
celebrated with dramatic presenta-
tions of “Medio Pollito,” “Bossy
Little Rooster” and the puppet
show “Runaway Tortilla.” For more
information, please contact the
Central Library (972) 721-2458.

Volunteer Training    September
21 - Brighter Tomorrows volunteer
advocate training will begin Sept.
21 and conclude Nov. 02. The
classes will be held on Tuesday and
Thursday evenings from 6-9 p.m.
at Brighter Tomorrows’ Women’s
Resource Center, 1417 Densman,
Grand Prairie. To register for train-
ing classes, call Brighter Tomor-
rows at 972-263-3126.

Ms. Mature Irving    September 22
- The City of Irving will crown its
2006 Ms. Mature Irving during a
pageant at 7 p.m. in Carpenter Per-
formance Hall, 3333 N. MacArthur
Blvd. The public is invited to at-
tend. Participants 60 or older will
compete in the categories of talent,
personality and evening wear. Ad-
vance tickets are $8 for adults and
$6 for children. Tickets the day of
the pageant are $10 for adults and
$8 for children. Tickets can be pur-
chased through the Irving Arts Cen-
ter by calling 972-252-ARTS. For
more information, call 972-721-2496.
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Recall Coordinator for Dr. Nix D.D.S. Salary +
commission. Nice voice, detail oriented, people
person responsible for calling back, booking.
Professional environment, flexible hours, approx.
Mon.-Fri. 7:45 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Fax resume to 972-594-1055. For details see
www.drnix.com.

HELP WANTED

Aggravated Robbery: 09-12-06 af-
ter 9:00 p.m.  A cab driver was
robbed at gun-point at the
Mandalay Hotel 200 block E. Las
Colinas. A suspect was arrested
and some items belonging to that
complainant were
recovered. During the interview
with the second suspect he said a
juvenile was involved. The juvenile
already had a warrant for assault
issued and Patrol arrested him at
his home. CID continuing follow up
investigations.

Provided by David Tull
The Irving Police Department

reached a milestone in its person-
nel history when it approached the
issuance of badge number 911. The
event was recognized with a spe-
cial presentation of Badge 911 from
the officers of the police depart-
ment to the men and women of the
Communications Section, who
through professionalism and dedi-
cation have kept them safe on more
than one occasion.

Prior to the horrific tragedy
that changed our lives forever on
September 11, 2001, the 11th of Sep-

REPORTS

September 11 brings recognition to IPD Communications Section
tember was noted as a day to rec-
ognize emergency communicators
and to thank them for their tireless
efforts to ensure the safety of citi-
zens, police officers and fire fight-
ers nationwide. This special day
was a most appropriate time to make
such a meaningful presentation to
some of the most important mem-
bers of our police family.

The shadow box containing
the badge and plaque was pre-
sented in a ceremony on 9/11/06
and will be prominently displayed
in the Police Communications Sec-
tion.

Robbery: 09-07-06 at 2:03 p.m.  Two
suspects approached a 75 year old
woman at the Irving Mall and
grabbed her purse from her arm. The
complainant fell when her purse
was taken and injured her hip,
which she just had reconstructive
surgery on. Suspects fled the loca-
tion and were not located.

Aggravated Robbery: 09-11-06 at
7:50 p.m.  Officers were sent to a
store in the 200 block E. Grauwyler.
The clerk stated that a person she
recognized came into the store,
apologized, displayed a weapon
and demanded the money from the
cash drawer. The suspect’s identity

was confirmed by a third party. A
warrant was obtained and he was
arrested at the Classic Inn.

Aggravated Robbery: 09-12-06 at
8:50 p.m.  Patrol responded to the
4600 block W. Northgate. The com-
plainant was robbed at gun-point
as he was getting ready to deliver
pizza. He was able to describe cloth-
ing and provide information on sus-
pect direction of travel. As patrol
officers were pulling into the com-
plex a suspect was stopped and ar-
rested, another male was able to
evade. Suspect was interviewed
and he gave information on three
other suspects.

Irving Fire Department responded to 360 incidents.

The Fire incidents
109 Miscellaneous Fire
        and Rescue Calls
5 Structure Fires
2 Special Operations
10       Vehicle Fires

Comments:

Medical calls
33 Major Accidents
79 Major Medical
28 Heart Attacks
41 Difficulty Breathing
35 Trauma Related
18 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary Sept 7 - 13

9-8: Ambulance went into overload four times.
9-9: Hazardous Materials Incident at 2600 E. Pioneer Rd. Structure fire at
4113 W. Northgate Dr.
9-11: Special Ops was a “Mutual Aid” HazMat response to Flower Mound to
assist in mitigating a Supher Dioxide leak that was on fire at Bridalwood Golf
Course. Ambulance went into overload once.
9-12: Ambulance went into overload three times.

Sales
Representatives

needed for spanish
publication in the

Irving area.
Local company Call

214-675-6493

Lisa Atkins, Communications Manager accepts the number 911 badge
from Police Chief  Larry Boyd.

brochures.  Well her dream came
through.”

“When three strong forces
work together: The city, the busi-
ness owners, and the community,
the results are incredible,” Dirk
Stricklin, owner of Savers Cost Plus
and a long-time supporter of DECT,
said. “Ms. Lawrence has served as
a bridge through which her public
health programs were made avail-
able to the public. She well deserves
the honorable title of Silent Hero.”

“Carole is the ultimate repre-
sentation of a hard working indi-

vidual,” Juan Carlos Reynoso, the
City of Irving’s Bilingual Health
Educator, said. “She has given her
heart to the community. Her work
has provided people with very
needed health screening, which
have helped save lives. I think she
truly is a hero in the community. It
was always fun to work with Carole.
Each day was full of surprises and
nothing was impossible.”

“I am so honored, because
DECT is the most worthy organiza-
tion,” Ms. Lawrence said. “I am
deeply honored to accept the Si-
lent Hero award. It is something I
never dreamed about.”

Though she is looking forward
to becoming accustomed to retired
life, Ms. Lawrence has fond memo-
ries of her time with the City’s
Health Department.

“It has been most fun I have
ever had. I really had a great time
working for the City of Irving. I feel
like we have made great strides in
improving the health of the com-
munity through our programs,” she
said.

Continued from page 1
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Animals Presently Residing

The DFW Humane Society

Stemmons foundation pledges $100,000 annual
matching funds grant for each of the next five years.

“We are raising funds to build a new shelter; named Corky’s
Cottage. Corky’s Cottage is going to be about 10,000 square
foot facility. We bought 2.2 acres adjacent to our current facility.
We have done all of the architectural renderings, everything is
done for the new facility; now comes the hard part, raising the
$2.4 million that we need to get it up and running,”
Darryn Pope, the D/FW Humane Society board president.

Every dollar you send is worth two dollars with the
grant.

The DFW Humane Society
1611 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas 75061

972-253-3333

Neptune
Breed
DLH
S e x

Male / Neutered
Weight

About 9 lbs.
Age

About 1 year
Color
B  & W

Reason for
Surrender

Didn’t want to
scoop litter box

C o m m e n t s :
Neptune is very
sweet. She would
like a home
where she is the
only cat to run
around and play.

Homer

Breed
Basset Mix

S e x
Male / Neutered

Weight
About 40 lbs.

Age
3-4 Years

Color
Black

Reason for
Surrender:

Recently
Abandoned

C o m m e n t s :
Homer is a sweet
and he would like
a home where he
can be the only
pet. He is a loving
dog and likes to
play.

Margaret’s Corner

Margaret Lopez is an indepen-
dent writer for the Irving Rambler.
An Irving resident for more than 12
years, she and her husband have
been married for more than 39 years
and have four daughters and four
grandsons

Hi Irving!
On one

or two cool
mornings I
thought autumn
must be here al-
ready, but the
first official day

of autumn is actually Sep. 23. Au-
tumn is in the air, very
refreshing. It’s almost time to get
that box of sweaters out. Don’t for-
get to go ahead and throw a light
jacket or sweater in younger
children’s school backpacks now
that it is getting a little cooler.

I’m happy and moved that
many of you chose to put your
American flag up on 9-11. It is so
wonderful to see that we haven’t
forgotten and never will. I hope you
all were reassured by the
President’s address on that day. I
certainly was.

Mark your calendar for these
important dates on which we can
all proudly display our American
flag: Oct. 9 Columbus Day; Nov. 7
Election Day; Nov. 11 Veterans
Day; and Dec. 7 Pearl Harbor
Day. Or you could always choose
to just display our flag year
round. After 9-11 there were flags
everywhere. Let’s keep the spirit of
America alive and give ourselves a
daily reminder of the precious free-
dom we have and of those that are
fighting to protect it. 

Early Voting is Oct. 23 – 27  (8
a.m. – 5 p.m.), Oct. 28 (7 a.m. - 7
p.m.), Oct. 30 (1 p.m. - 6 p.m.) and
Oct. 30 through Nov. 3 (7 a.m.  -
7PM). Election Day is Nov. 7 (7 a.m.
- 7 p.m.).  If you have moved or are

new to Irving or Dallas County
don’t forget to change your ad-
dress before the deadline of Oct. 10
so you can vote. 

I want to go ahead and remind the
community that many churches
throughout Irving are having spe-
cial events for both young and old
on Oct. 31. I’ve attended “Family
Fun Night” at Calvary Church with
my grandsons in years past and it
always proves to be so much
fun. This way, the children don’t
just get candy; they also get to play
games, jump and slide on giant
bounce houses and be with many
of their friends and family. Be sure
to check this out. It is more mean-
ingful (and certainly safer) than
other activities that are available on
Oct. 31. Call 972-261-1919 to find out
more information about the event
at Calvary Church. The event is
open to all.   

Congratulations to my oldest
daughter and son in law on their 8th

wedding anniversary, which was 9-
12. I, as well as many others, am
blessed by their beautiful, loving
family. May God continue His fa-
vor and blessings upon you and
your precious sons. It’s an incred-
ible joy in my life to have four Grand-
sons. God is so good.
Attend Church Sunday.
God Bless You. 

By Matt Mungle
Title: The Black Dahlia
Rated: R

This has been a month for mov-
ies involving the elements of clas-
sic Hollywood and murder mystery.
The new film, The Black Dahlia,
from famed director Brian De Palma
(Dressed to Kill, Scarface, The
Untouchables, and Carrie) is a
long, overdramatic flick that raises
good questions regarding cast vs.
content.

Based on the novel by James
Ellroy, which recounted the 1940
murder involving unknown actress
Elizabeth Short the story is more
about the two cops assigned to the
case than it is the actual murder.
This may be part of the failing of
this film. The other downfall is the
length. A tick over two hours is
several ticks too many in a story
that comes across more as an at-
tempt to revive a campy film style
than a stylistic murder mystery. I
can’t blame the cast, who I am pretty
sure acted as directed.

Officer Dwight “Bucky”
Bleichert (Josh Hartnett) and Ser-
geant Leland “Lee” Blanchard
(Aaron Eckhart) are the Batman and
Robin of the 1940’s LAPD. Known

as fire and ice they are the ones
kicking butt and taking names. Put
on the case of a slaughtered, dis-
emboweled starlet (Mia Kirshner)
who has been branded by the me-
dia as the Black Dahlia they must
find out the secret to her gruesome
death. There are also side stories
involving Lee’s girlfriend (Scarlett
Johansson) plus a strange, rich,
chick (Hilary Swank) who looks a
lot like the murder victim. Or so they
say.

Besides Swank, none of the re-
maining cast are able to overcome
the over the top directing that is
beyond campy. It’s all made worse
by the music swells and filming that
worked in the 40’s but now is just
humorous and distracting. Palma is
a better director than this finished
product. It isn’t even a bad story. It
could have been intriguing but
many times you feel lost and forget
that there was a murder at all as it
focuses on the life and relation-
ships of the two cops. A focus that
is shallow and riddled with holes.

Rated R for strong violence,
some grisly images, sexual content
and language it is not for the young-
sters in your troupe. Fans of
Hartnett and Johansson may suf-

Mungles
on Movies

fer through but it is painful at times
to watch. If I had not seen Scarlett
in past films, I would swear she was
the worst actress ever. Knowing
that isn’t the case, I have to put the
fault on the directing. Or maybe this
just isn’t her gig. I give the Dahlia
2 out of 5 hustles. I was totally dis-
appointed in what I thought would
be a well done film. I’m Matt
Mungle.

Avoid this one like
the black plague

Matt is a member of the North Texas
Film Critics Association (NTFCA)
and hosts the weekly syndicated Indie
Rock Radio Show Spin 180. Plus with
his wife Cindy they do a weekly radio
feature, The Mungles on Movies. For
additional reviews and interview clips
visit www.mungleshow.com.

Subscribe to the
Irving Rambler

214-675-6493
$25.00 Yearly$25.00 Yearly

Keep up
with the Jones
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Irving High Grad Oldest Army
Recruit - Pfc. Russell Dilling, a 1983
Irving High School graduate, be-
came the U.S. Army’s oldest recruit
this summer at the age of 42. In June,
the Army raised the age limit to en-
list for active duty from 35 to 42.
Dilling is currently participating in
basic combat training at Fort Jack-
son, SC.

Dilling told The Fort Jackson
Leader newspaper he originally
planned to enlist after graduating
from Irving High, where he partici-
pated in JROTC. However, he
changed his mind due to family
considerations. Dilling eventually
relocated to San Antonio.

His son, Pvt. Robert Dilling,
graduated from basic combat train-
ing last month in Fort Jackson. Both
have been assigned to the same bat-
talion. The elder Dilling, who is
slated to complete his initial train-
ing in October, said he plans to be-
come a small arms repairman.

High School SAT Scores on Sharp
Upswing - The Irving ISD Class of
2006 averaged 15 points higher on
the reading and math composite of
the SAT college entrance exam than
the Class of 2005.

By comparison, the state aver-
age gained only two points while
the national average fell by seven
points.

The Class of 2006 scored 482
in critical reading, 500 in math, and
475 in writing on the SAT. All IISD
high schools contributed to the up-
swing, which reverses a four-year
decline in the average SAT com-
posite score for the district.

On the ACT exam, the Class of
2006 averaged a composite score
of 19.9, which is 0.4 higher than 19.5
for the Class of 2005.

District-wide, the number of
students taking the SAT was up by
nine students, while the number
taking the ACT was down by 13
students, compared to the prior
year.

The district also saw promis-
ing results from the Advanced
Placement exams last spring. Im-
proving advanced academic pro-
grams has been a focus of the Dis-
trict Improvement Plan for several
years.

Application Deadline for Credit By
Examination - Sept. 27 is the appli-
cation deadline for the fall adminis-

tration of Credit By Examination
(CBE) for advancement (Grades 6-
12). CBE evaluates mastery of the
Texas Essential Knowledge and
Skills (TEKS) for a particular sub-
ject or grade level. All CBE tests are
written to the TEKS.

Testing dates will be Nov. 4, 11
and 18 at de Zavala Middle School,
707 W. Pioneer, in Irving.

Without Prior Instruction
CBE is offered to students as an
opportunity to receive credit for a
course in which the student has
received no prior instruction. A stu-
dent may advance one grade level
(6-8) or one course per subject area
(9-12) in each testing period. Scores
of 85 percent or above on an ap-
proved exam is required to receive
credit.

With Prior Instruction
Students may earn CBE if they have
received prior instruction in the
subject for which the exam is taken.
Scores of 70% or above on the en-
tire course examinations and/or
completion of applicable projects
is required.

Applications and information
are available from the student’s
school counselor.

Exit Level Test Dates Announced
for Out-of-School Individuals - Irv-
ing ISD is announcing test dates
for individuals no longer enrolled
in a Texas public school and who
have not previously passed all sec-
tions of the TAKS, TAAS or
TEAMS exit level tests but have
met all other graduation require-
ments.

These individuals may retake
the section(s) not mastered on the
following testing dates: Oct. 17 –
TAAS writing, TAKS ELA; Oct. 18
– TAAS and TAKS math; Oct. 19 –
TAAS reading, TAKS science; and
Oct. 20 – TAKS social studies.

Registration packets for out-
of-school individuals are available
at each high school, at the IISD Ad-
ministration Building, and at all re-
gional education service centers.
Registration packets must be com-
pleted and received in Austin by 5
p.m. Sep. 22. Online registration, is
k12testing.tx.ncspearson.com/
tx_oos.htm. The online registration
deadline is also Sep. 22.

The test site is Irving High
School, located at 900 N. O’Connor
Road. All examinees must report to
Irving High by 8 a.m. on the appro-
priate exam day.

C-FB ISD National Merit Semifi-
nalists Announced  - Carrollton -
Farmers Branch ISD is proud to
announce the semifinalists in the
2006 National Merit Scholarship
program. 
Creekview: Jon Ashman, Christo-
pher Eads, Eric Hale, Erin Mahony
Newman Smith: Blake Barkley,
Alexander Cole, David J. Hall, Kelly
Laustsen, Leslie Leonard
Ranchview: Rachel Wilcutts
R. L. Turner: Benjamin Carpenter,
Samson Thomas

More than 1.4 million high

school juniors entered the 2007
National Merit Program by taking
the 2005 Preliminary SAT/National
Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test.
The semifinalists in the 2007 Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Program
include the highest scoring in each
state. There are 16,000 semifinalists
in the 52nd annual National Merit
Scholarship Program. The semifi-
nalists have an opportunity to com-
pete for 8,200 Merit Scholarship
awards totaling $33 million.

To be considered for a Merit
Scholarship, high school seniors

must have an outstanding academic
record, be endorsed and recom-
mended by the school administra-
tor, and earn similar SAT scores and
advance to the finalist level of the
competition. About 90% of the
semifinalists will become finalists.

Approximately half of those fi-
nalists will receive a Merit Scholar-
ship, earning the Merit Scholar title.
According to the National Merit
Scholarship Program, “Merit Schol-
ars are selected on the basis of their
accomplishments, skills, and poten-
tial for success in rigorous college
studies.”

Sheffield Primary Receives Grant
for Library Program - Sheffield
Primary students will travel the
world through literature with books
and library materials purchased
from a $2,400 grant from Target.
Shawne Briggs, Sheffield Primary
librarian, will be a travel guide for
students as they “Read Around the
World” during their spring reading
program.

R. L. Turner Theatre Arts Place at
Tournament  - Congratulations to
the R.L Turner Theatre Arts Dept.
who competed in the Grapevine
speech and debate tournament this
past weekend. Junior Lindsey
Humphries placed first in original
oratory and qualified for the TFA
State Tournament. Freshman
Kristina Cobb placed fifth overall
in Humorous Interpretation, and
sophomore Marvin Harrison
placed sixth overall in Poetry. Semi-
finalist include Katelyn Taylor in
Poetry, Kristina Cobb, Marvin
Harrison in Dramatic interp and
Humorous interp, Ryan Stremmel
and Trevor Kirby in Duet acting,
and Sarah Bell in Poetry.

R. L. Turner Volleyball Teams Win
- The Girl’s Varsity Volleyball picked
up two more wins Tuesday night
against North Garland and Garland
Christian Academy. The Junior Var-
sity Volleyball team picked up one
win against Garland Christian.

IRVING  ISD

CFB  ISD

Elliott Elementary School hosted a Grandparents Breakfast, which
attracted more than 250 people on Sep. 7. Grandparents and students had
their pictures taken together and received the photos as mementos.

Breakfast  creates  big  smilesBreakfast  creates  big  smilesBreakfast  creates  big  smilesBreakfast  creates  big  smilesBreakfast  creates  big  smiles
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businesses there. You had House
Brock Groceries where you would
buy your meats, bread and stuff
from a family. You had of course
Jackie Townsell’s Grocery. There
used to be a lady named Aubrey
Randles; she and Jackie were the
biggest grocery chains in Bear
Creek. They used to have a strip of
businesses off of Frisco. There used
to be a pool hall, barbeque place
and barber.

“You know the community is
divided between Grand Prairie and
Irving. On the Grand Prairie side of
Bear Creek, they had a skating rink
right at the corner of Rock Island
and Gilbert. A lot of times you would
see kids from other schools in Dal-
las like Madison, Sequoia and Lin-
coln coming to Bear Creek for en-
tertainment. It was a pretty busy
place,” he said.

“Bear Creek is one of the most
beautiful places on Earth. People
were comfortable being out there.
Back when I was in the seventh and
eighth grade, they had parades and
things that the other schools in
Dallas participated in. There used
to be a man named Mr. Blair, he had
two white mules that stood up
higher than any horse around.
When he called them by name, they
responded. He led the parade ev-
ery year.

“Down on Gilbert there is a dip
where you cross over the tracks to
Rock Island. Nobody knows why
there is a dip where you drive down
and come back up. At one point,
there used to be one of the most
dangerous wood bridges that you
have ever seen in your life. From a
boy’s standpoint, it seemed to stand
20 some odd feet into the air. You
could drive over it and you would
hear the lose planks clacking all the
way across it. And when a train
came through, you better not be on
top of it, because it vibrated very

heavily. They tore the bridge down
and smoothed out the land to make
it the way it is today,” Mr. Sweat
said.

Encouraged by her sister,
Roberta, and nephew, Andrew
James Sanders, while visiting the
Jackie Townsell Bear Creek Heritage
Center, Opal Trigg Woods, spoke
about her childhood.

“Bear Creek used to be a very
poor community, but we were
happy,” Mrs. Woods said. “We
raised chickens, hogs, cattle. I am
one of 14 children, 10 girls and four
boys. I am the fifth child of the fam-
ily. It was just a lovely place to be
living. But it was nothing like it is
now.

“We would have picnics in
Morton Park. When they would go
to barbeque, they would have just
a hole in the ground with a screen
over it. Now they have all these dif-
ferent kinds of barbeque pits.

“As a teenager, I worked for
Dr. Monroe Gilbert babysitting in
Irving. He had two boys, Clay
Wayne and FM. FM was the oldest
child and Clay Wayne was the baby.
Dorothy Gilbert was the mother.

“We would go down the street.
Clay Wayne would be on a tricycle
and I would be on a bicycle. He
used ride a tricycle backwards as
fast as he could forwards. I could
carry him down to the park and we
would play down there until lunch-
time. Dr. Gilbert would carry us on
to see the sick sometimes just to
get away from the house.

“In Irving, you could not sit at
or eat in the drugstore. But because
I was taking care of Clay Wayne
and he was a Gilbert, I could eat ice
cream and go any place and sit
down. I was with the doctor’s son.
But other folks, other black people
couldn’t do that. I could take Clay
Wayne and FM anywhere.

“Miss Dorothy would go to
New York and see her mother. I

would keep the two boys and spend
the night. Dr. Monroe would get up
and cook. He would say, ‘Opal,
when are ya’ll going to get up out
of the bed?’ I was just one of the
kids,” she said.

“The other’s picked cotton out
in the fields, but I couldn’t. I was
too poor, too skinny. My father
wouldn’t let me go. I worked in the
home taking care of the children. I
had a baby on each hip. I cleaned
up the house and put on the red
beans or black eyed peas. I wanted
be out in the field, or I thought I
did. My sister Roberta would go,
but she always wanted to stay at
the house.

“We went to a one room school
house. There was just one school.
A teacher taught eight grades and
each grade learned reading, arith-
metic, spelling, English, history and
geography. I don’t know how one
teacher could go through all of

these grades in one day. The kids
in the higher grades would get to
help with the kids in the lower
grades. They would help her a little
bit to catch up with the group. Now
other people in these other schools,
a teacher only has to teach math
and she can’t do that.

“We had one red wagon and
made our dolls out of sticks. We
would make the dolls little clothes
and put them on. And we used corn
shucks for their hair. If we were out
in the corn field, we would make
our dolls out of corn. We finally got
that red wagon and a doll with no
hair,” she said.

“I would have mama play Santa
Clause. We would lay it out for the
different children. There were 14 of
us and we would all get an apple,
orange, banana, candy and two or
three nuts. That was all we got and
we enjoyed it.

“Now people get food and toys

all through the year. And it don’t
seem like Christmas to them now.

“My father and grandfather
worked at the Texas State Fair cook-
ing every year. The only thing we
could do was just walk around
down there until they got ready to
come back home. We rode there in
a wagon. When they cleaned up,
they brought the slop back up here
to home for the hogs,” she said.

“Church was a lot better back
then than now. We didn’t have any
air conditioning. We didn’t even
have fans. We put up the windows
and we would just fan with the pa-
per. It was good. I will tell you who
made up the church it was the Trigg
family, Taylors and the Sweats. We
made up the Allen Chapel AME
Church. It is still there. They had
the 125th anniversary this year.

“We wore long, heavy ribbed
stockings in the winter time. After
we leave the house, we would roll

One of many school days for the students of Sowers Colored School No. 2. The kids were learning about cowboy
life, so many are wearing cowboy hats.

Pretty as a picture, the entire Bear Creek student body pose for a class photo. The teacher on the back left is
Earlie Mae Wheeler and the principal standing on the left is Linuard Walton.

Continued from page 1

Residents  remember  childhood  in  Bear  CreekResidents  remember  childhood  in  Bear  CreekResidents  remember  childhood  in  Bear  CreekResidents  remember  childhood  in  Bear  CreekResidents  remember  childhood  in  Bear  Creek

Photo courtesy of the Irving Archives.

Photo courtesy of the Irving Archives.
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out of those stockings away from
Mama. When it was time to go back
home, we rolled them back up, so
she would think we wore them all
the time.

“Hobos would come off the
train and Mama would feed them.
They would lie out on the porch.
When they got through, they
would get up and go back on the
railroad track and catch another
train. They wouldn’t bother you
then. You don’t fool with nobody
now, hobo or not,” Mrs. Woods
said.

Dixie Caraway presented a pro-
gram about Bear Creek in the Cen-
tral Library as part of the Celebrate
Lincoln Exhibit.

“I was born in 1933 and my
mother passed away,” Mrs. Cara-
way said. “My dad gave me to his
mother and father who were Sam
and Mary Morton.

“We always say times were
hard, but we didn’t know times were
hard. Because we had almost any-
thing we wanted. My grandfathers’
property began on Jackson and
came up to the front of Frisco. We

really didn’t know we were poor,
and the reason we didn’t know it is
because we had so much. On one
end of my grandfathers’ property
was a peach orchard. We had
peaches, plums and later in the fall,
watermelons, cantaloupes and all
of that. In the summer, we had to-
matoes, green beans, corn and
peas.

“Bear Creek started out being
Spencer Park. There was some
property sold to Sam Morton and
Sam Sweat by Bob Stewart. Mr.
Bob Stewart owned most of the
property in Bear Creek.

“People came from far and near
to the 19th of June picnic that went
on sometimes for a whole week. The
ladies made ice cream, baked cakes
and pies. People would bring food
with them and from day to day they
would add food to that for the 19th

of June picnic in Spencer Park. It
never said Bear Creek. Not when I
was little,” she said.

“They had a one room school
that was built on the Grand Prairie
side. All of the kids went there. I
and several others graduated from

that school. We went on to Booker
T. Washington Technical High.
One morning, a young man named
Charles Fisher who was the young
man that came in and made the fire
for us most of the time, so that when
we got to school, the school would
be warm. Well, the fire got sort of
hot and it burned. And the school
burned down.

“The people of Bear Creek, not
Irving, put their money together. Mr.
Bob Stewart let them cut trees to
get the lumber. They took that lum-
ber and they built J.O. Davis.

“Once a year, the Coca Cola
Company came in around the Mon-
day after we started school. They
always brought every child a ruler,
a tablet and a Coca Cola pencil.
They brought that every year to the
kids who were in Sowers Colored
School,” she said.

“When I was about 11 or 12
years old, my uncle, Willard Jack-
son, moved from Dallas to Bear
Creek. He built a big building that
was like a hotel/motel. It had an area
for the teenagers, my aunt cooked
in the back and on the side there
was a beauty shop. All the kids
would go there and dance and have
a good time. On Tuesday nights,
Mr. Willard would get his truck, be-
cause there wasn’t any place for
the kids to swim. Any kid who
wanted to go didn’t have to have
any money, because my uncle was
going to take care of that. It was a
quarter. A lot of kids didn’t even
have 25 cents, so he gave them 25
cents and took them to Dallas so

Pastor, Linda Marcum
Web: oakhavenumc.org

1600 N. Irving Heights Dr.
Irving, Texas 75061

Oak Haven United Methodist Church
“Little Country church in the city”

Sunday School - 9:45
Services - 10:45

972-438-1431

the kids could swim at the Y and
learn about another part of the world
besides Bear Creek. He was a won-
derful man.

“We had some croquet play-
ing. I bet you want to know, how
you can play croquet at night. They
had soda pop bottles that were all
colors: green, red, and olive. They
put kerosene oil in the bottles.
Then they would twist a rag into
the bottle and they would light it.
All those pretty lights would be
there for us kids to play croquet

 by,” Mrs. Caraway said.
Mr. Sweat added a final obser-

vation about the changes Bear
Creek has undergone.

“The Bear Creek community is
being revived. It is better than it
has ever been. I enjoy seeing the
progress. We did have some nega-
tive things that happened in Bear
Creek years ago. But the Lord has
blessed where all of these negative
things were wiped out and the posi-
tive came on board. I feel good
about it,” he said.

Sitting pretty, Opal Trigg Woods and Roberta Trigg Parker (l to r
standing) join sisters Dorothy Trigg Brewer, Juanita Trigg Rogers and
Gladys Trigg Scales on the porch of the Jackie Townsell Bear Creek
Heritage Center.

All dressed up on a Sunday afternoon, Sam and Mary Morton stand in
their front yard.

DaDaDaDaDay to day to day to day to day to day memories of life in the Creek reveal local history memories of life in the Creek reveal local history memories of life in the Creek reveal local history memories of life in the Creek reveal local history memories of life in the Creek reveal local historyyyyy

Photo courtesy of the Irving Archives.
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FREDRICK HOKAMP
F r e d r i c k
Hokamp, age 52,
a resident of Irv-
ing for 26 years,
died September
5, 2006, at an
Irving Hospital.

B o r n
August 30, 1954

in Dallas to Otto and Rosalie
Boylson Hokamp, he married Nancy
Hitzfelder in 1979 in Dallas. Fredrick
was a Design Engineer for 23 years
at Vought Aircraft in Dallas and a
tutor for Irving I.S.D. He was a vol-
unteer with Camp Easter Seals and
Boy Scouts of America, a member
of Texas Astronomical Society and
American Society of Mechanical
Engineers.

Preceded in death by brother,
Chris Hokamp. Survivors include
wife, Nancy Hokamp; daughter,
Jessica Hokamp; son, Eric Hokamp,
all of Irving; mother, Rosalie
Hokamp of Florida; father, Otto
Hokamp of Rockport; sister, Rosie

Finley of Rockport; brothers, Mark
Hokamp of Denton, Otto Aaron
Hokamp of Florida, and Gregory
Hokamp of Fort Worth.

Memorial service was Sep. 9 at
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
Chapel. Memorial contributions
may be made to Child Study Cen-
ter, 817-336-8611 or Baylor Our
Children’s House 972-790-8505.

WILLIAM ROBERT “MAT”
MATLOCK
William Robert
“Mat” Matlock,
61, passed away
on September 7,
2006 in Irving. 

He was
born on Sep. 25,

1944 in Morgan City, LA. He had
been a resident of Irving since 1993,
he was a 1972 graduate of South-
ern Colorado State College. He
served in the US Army Security
Agency in Germany and Vietnam
from 1965 to 1969. He was self-em-
ployed as a spreadsheet

consultant. Mat described himself
as a baker, programmer, trivial pur-
suit player and movie buff.

He is survived by his wife, Jane
Roehl and one brother, John
Matlock. A memorial service was
held Sept. 10 at the Horizon Unitar-
ian Universalist Church in
Carrollton. In lieu of flowers dona-
tions may be made to the Horizon
Church or the charity of your
choice. Funeral arrangements con-
ducted under the direction of Cal-
vary Funeral Home

SHARON ANN HODGES
Sharon Ann Hodges, 54,

passed away on September 7, 2006
in her Irving home. 

She was born on April 10, 1952
in Monahans, TX. She had been a
resident of Irving for past 19 years
and was a former salesclerk for
KMART in Irving.

Sharon was preceded in death
by her father, Gilbert Magee. She is
survived by her husband, Marvin
Hodges of Irving, mother, Johnnie

Magee of Irving, son, Jerry Murray
of Bedford, three grandchildren,
mother-in-law, Willie Hodges of Irv-
ing, brother, Len Magee and sister,
Dodie Rogers both of Irving. 

Funeral services will be held
Sep. 11 at Calvary Funeral Home
Chapel. Interment followed at Sow-
ers Cemetery in Irving.

CLARICE IRENE GUTTERUD
BAILEY
Clarice Irene
Gutterud Bailey,
67, of Irving
passed away
September 10.

S h e
was born to Carl

and Adeline Gutterud on Jan. 11,
1939 in Thief River Falls, MN.

Clarice was preceded in death
by her husband James Otis Bailey
in 2004 and her two brothers Conrad
and Reuben Gutterud. She is sur-
vived by her son Ross Alan
Gutterud of Post Falls, ID; son Rob-
ert Earl Bailey of Irving; son Curtis
Duane Bailey of Irving; Darrell Glen
Bailey and wife Peggy of Keller, TX;
and daughter Janis Sue McAdoo
and husband Matthew of Irving;
daughter-in-law Tina Bailey of Irv-
ing; grandchildren: Sarah Gutterud,
Naomi McAdoo, Shereen Bailey,
Emily Bailey, Seth McAdoo, James
Bailey and Alex Bailey.

Her service was held on Sep.
14 at Brown’s Memorial Chapel in
Irving. Interment followed at  Pow-
ers Chapel Cemetery in Rosebud,
TX.

MARTHA LEE WORCESTER
Martha Lee
Worcester was
born February
22, 1930 in Hico,
TX.

S h e
was an Irving
resident for

more than 60 years and student of
Irving High School. She met her

“one and only true love” when Rob-
ert P. Worcester returned from
WWII and married him on June 1,
1946. They enjoyed 35 years of
blissful marriage and raised three
children. On Sep. 8, 2006, she joined
her true love in heaven.

She was preceded in death by
her father Aubrey L. Houser, mother
Bernice Runyon, and husband
Robert. Survivors include her
daughter Sharon Klark of
Blanchard, OK; sons Robert
Worcester, Jr. of Arlington and Terry
Worcester of Granbury; brother
Andrew H. Runyon of Bartonville,
TX; 6 grandchildren; and 3 great
grandchildren. 

Funeral services were held
Sep. 13 at Brown’s Memorial Chapel
with Tim Lewis officiating. Inter-
ment followed at Oak Grove Me-
morial Gardens.

C. WAYNE McALISTER
C. Wayne
McAlister, age
81, a resident of
Irving since
1963, died Sep.
10, 2006 in Irv-
ing.

B o r n
July 18, 1925 at

Thurber, TX.He graduated from the
University of Texas and served in
the United States Army during WW
II. Wayne  married Lyda Viean Nov.
2, 1952 in Strawn, TX. He worked
for the IRS for 25 years, retiring in
1985; he was a member of Beltline
Church of Christ.

Survived by his wife, Lyda;
son, Tim McAlister and wife,
DeAnna of Little Rock, AR; sister,
Louise Mobley of Mineral Wells; 3
grandchildren, Jeremy McAlister,
Amy Parnell, and husband, Jason,
and Callie McAlister.

Funeral service was Sep. 13 at
Beltline Church of Christ in Irving.
Don Hatch and Tim Lewis officiat-
ing. Burial followed at the New Gor-
don Cemetery in Gordon, TX. The

OBITUARIESOBITUARIESOBITUARIESOBITUARIESOBITUARIES

 “Pale death enters with impartial step the cottages of the
poor and the palaces of the rich.” - Horace

SCATTERED AND CONTAINED
If you choose cremation, you may harbor a romantic notion of having your ashes scattered across a favorite

place. If so, you may want to give some consideration to your surviving family members who may prefer that
they retain some tangible remembrance of you. For instance, having a container of your remains in a place in the
home or columbarium enables friends and family to visit a physical place and remember you. With this in mind,
it is advisable to talk over your plans with your family. A discussion of this type should be honest enough that
family members feel comfortable exploring and sharing their feelings. They may even have suggestions or wishes
that you may have not anticipated.

We make plans in advance every day. More and more people are finding peace of mind by planning their own
funerals. The desires and wishes for your funeral, burial, and expenses can be specified to eliminate confusion,
differences of opinion, and difficult decisions on the part of family members. Call DONNELLY’S COLONIAL
FUNERAL HOME at 972-579-1313 to schedule a consultation with a pre-arrangement counselor.  We are
located at 606 W. Airport Frwy.

Presented by DONNELLY’S COLONIAL FUNERAL HOME

Angie Korzenewski, Certified Preplanning Consultant
Funeral Director

The 386,000 sq ft Las Colinas Cor-
porate Center I and II at 6333 and
6363 E. Campus Circle Drive has
been acquired by Wells REIT Inc.,
an Atlanta-based investor who al-
ready owned the Nokia headquar-
ters across SH-114. The deal is es-
timated to have traded at $70
million. Primary tenants in the build-
ings include Deloitte & Touche, HD
Vest Financial Services, The Feld
Group and Standard Pacific
Homes. Jeff Gilder, Wells managing
director of acquisitions, stated that
Las Colinas has historically been
one of Dallas-Fort Worth’s leading
submarkets in terms of demand for
office space.
 
Wal-Mart and Sam’s has an-
nounced that their new Southwest
Regional Office will be located in
Irving-Las Colinas. The office will
be officially dedicated Sep. 18 in a
ribbon cutting at the office at 320
Decker Drive. The Fortune 100 com-
pany stated that Irving’s central
location with convenient airport
access and pro-business local gov-
ernment were key determinants in
their decision.
 

The City Council approved a zon-
ing change that will allow Abilene
Christian University to begin offer-
ing graduate courses in Irving at
the Plymouth Park Church of Christ
on Airport Freeway.  
 
The Irving Business Expo is Sep.
20, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. in Market Hall,
2200 Stemmons Freeway. The Expo,
which has a few booths left, has
drawn more than 1,000 visitors in
prior years, and an even greater at-
tendance is expected in the new lo-
cation providing greater exposure
to Irving businesses. 
 
Comerica Bank has announced
Kem Grant as the VP-Branch Man-
ager for their new bank being con-
structed on Belt Line Road at SH-
161. Until the branch opens on Nov.
8, Grant may be reached at 214-802-
5303.
 
Molli Samuels, an account man-
ager at Irving-based Cooksey Com-
munications, won the Special Olym-
pics Texas’ 2006 Outstanding Ser-
vice in Public Relations award for
her almost 500 volunteer hours plan-
ning, organizing and executing
events for the group. 

EconomicEconomicEconomicEconomicEconomic
DevELOPMENTDevELOPMENTDevELOPMENTDevELOPMENTDevELOPMENT ACAR, Inc. (Art for Children

and Adults) hosted its third annual
art exhibit reception in the Center
for the Arts at Jaycee Park on Sep.
10. Designed as art therapy for
those with physical, learning and
mental challenges, the exhibit allows
students to show off their artwork
in a formal setting.

“The exhibit allows people in
the community to see what the art-
ists are doing,” founder/teacher,
Beverly Fuqua-Koehler, said. “This
exhibit shows what can happen
when people don’t necessarily even
know how to draw, but if given the
right instruction, can create some
nice artwork. People also have an
opportunity to speak with the stu-
dents and see how they feel about
the program. The art program is free
and it is open to anyone who is dis-
abled physically, emotionally or
mentally in the community.

“After the first two lessons,
students are in awe of what they
can accomplish. By being shown
the right way to hold a pencil, the
shortcuts and having the right tool
for the job makes a difference. They
are able to impress themselves,
which motivates them to continue.
When they come to the annual art
show and see their art matted and

framed, it so excites them and they
feel like they are artists.

“The program gives them con-
fidence, builds their self esteem,
helps them build their own little
network group they can rely on and
provides an outlet to take their
minds off of their problems for three

Wheelchair bound by an inher-
ited genetic disorder, osteogenesis

Annual eAnnual eAnnual eAnnual eAnnual exhibit give students a chance to shinexhibit give students a chance to shinexhibit give students a chance to shinexhibit give students a chance to shinexhibit give students a chance to shine

Expressing themselves through art, artist Paul Castro dis-
plays his Rose while ACAR founder, Beverly Fuqua-Koehler,
holds his Pastel Tiger.

imperfecta, Ms.
F u q u a - K o e h l e r
funds most of the
$150 per student
cost through her
disability money.
Though the pro-
gram receives occa-
sional gifts and
grants from commu-
nity organizations
and churches, the
Irving Art Associa-
tion has proved the
program’s most ar-
dent supporter pro-
viding the space for
classes and the an-
nual exhibits.

“I think this
program is wonder-

ful, because otherwise I could never
afford to take classes,” student Paul
Castro said. “I learned perspective
and to use my imagination. I learned
that I had skills I didn’t know I had.
I knew I had abstract skills, but I
didn’t know I could draw something
by copying it. ACAR is a nice pro-
gram. It boosted my self esteem by
leaps and bounds.”
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Continuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The Tradition
“The Right Choice for Over 50 Years.”

BROWN’S MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Brown Family Owned and Operated.

972-254-4242
Brownmem@msn.comBen F.Ben F.Ben F.Ben F.Ben F.

Church & Chapel Ser-
vices

Local, Out of Town
Services

& Burials
Memorials
Cremation

Memories Flowers

We Provide The Personal Touch
David & Carla Davis,

Owners & Licenced Funeral Directors

972-259-7644129 S. O’Connor
Irving, TX 75060

Irving’s oldest funeral home

SENIOR NEWS

family received friends at the funeral
home Tuesday. Services were un-
der the direction of Donnelly’s Co-
lonial Funeral Home.

TOMMY DEE LAMB
Tommy Dee
Lamb, of Mont-
gomery, Texas
passed away
September 8,
2006. He was
born March 16,
1945 in Lindale,

TX.
He is survived by his mother

Dovia Lea Lamb of Irving; sister
Marsha L. Bundrick and husband
of Snoqualmie, WA; niece Kimberly
Bundrick Del Castillo; and nephew
Clint Bundrick. A graveside service
was held Sep. 14 at DFW National
Cemetery with Pastor John Durham
officiating.

JOYCE INEZ OSBURN
Joyce Inez Osburn, age 77 of

Irving went home to be with her
Lord and Savior on September 9,
2006. 

She was born on Aug. 28, 1929
in Matoy, OK to Walter and Leila
Scalf. Mrs. Osburn married Marvin
Ross Osburn on Nov. 16, 1946 in
Vernon, TX, he preceded her in
death on Feb. 11, 1979. 

Survivors include, daughter,
Wanda McCracken and husband
Jerry of Irving; son, Ralph Osburn

and wife Sue of Grand Saline, TX;
sisters, Almeda Poe of Fairfield, TX,
Shirley Kimball and husband Wes
of Sherman, TX, Bobbie Simmons
and husband Jim of Corsicana, TX;
brothers, Troy Scalf and wife Ina of
Campbell, TX, Leonard Scalf and
wife Mary of Marlo, OK; grandchil-
dren, Buster Osburn, Cindy
Blackwood, Missy Potter, Jason
Osburn; great-grandchildren,
David Blackwood, Sammy Salazar,
Bethany Blevins, Starr Salazar,
Madison Osburn, Caleb Osburn. 

Funeral Services were held
Sep. 14 at Chism-Smith Funeral
Home with interment at Bluebon-
net Hills Memorial Park in
Colleyville, TX. 

INA MODEAN CAMPBELL
Ina Modean
Campbell, of
Irving, passed
away September
12, 2006. She
was born Sep.
26, 1921 in
Farmersville,
TX.

Preceded in death by her hus-
band Claude Campbell in 1997, she
is survived by her son Bill Bain and
daughter Barbara Cone, both of Irv-
ing; sisters Daisy Barker, Rita En-
gland, and Martha Howell, all of
Farmersville; 4 grandchildren; 3
great grandchildren; and a host of
nieces and nephews

Graveside services were held
Sep. 15 at Oak Grove Memorial Gar-
dens with Rev. Earnest Walt offici-
ating. Arrangements were made by
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home.

EDITH GRACE PERRY
Edith Grace
Perry, of Irving,
passed away
September 12,
2006.

S h e
was born Nov.
15, 1914 in

Bethel, TX to Carl Dixon and Linnie
Nowlin Singletary. She was a mem-
ber of First Presbyterian Church,
Irving and enjoyed gardening, quilt-
ing, hand crafts, and traveling.

She was preceded in death by
her husband of 47 years W.A.
“Babe” Perry, son Kenneth Perry,
grandsons Scott Blackwell and
Donnie Perry, sisters Marjorie Bean
and Alma Dixie Singletary; brother
Jack Singletary, and great grandson
Seth Floyd. Survivors include her
sons Arvin Dixon Perry and wife
Mary Lou of Midland and Jerry
Keith Perry of Irving; daughter Sa-
rah Jeanne Blackwell of Irving;
brother-in-law Eric Bean of
Fernandina Beach, FL; grandchil-
dren Courtney Springfield and hus-
band Floyd, Kevin Blackwell and
wife Judy, Steve Perry and wife
Kathi, Edie Floyd and husband
Michael, and Dixie Perry. Great
grandchildren include Cassi and
Samantha Springfield, Amber and
Alicen Blackwell, Miranda Perry,
Marishelle Floyd, and Jessalyn and
Ashley Cole; 4 great great grand-
children; nieces Linda Southwell
and family and Beth Blair and fam-
ily; nephews Larry Bean and family
and Jimmy Singletary and family;
and “just like a son” Dennis Vinski.

Funeral services will be held at
1:00 p.m. Sep. 16 at Brown’s Memo-
rial Chapel. Interment will follow at
Old Hall Cemetery, Lewisville.

THOMAS L. SHAW
Thomas L. Shaw, age 59, a resi-

dent of Fort Worth, formerly of Irv-
ing, died September 12, 2006 in Fort
Worth.

Born Aug. 8, 1947 in Houston
to Thomas Oscar and Francis Chan-
dler Shaw, he married Pamela
Sjogren on July 7, 1976 in Irving.
She preceded him in death Decem-
ber 11, 1996.

Survivors include daughter,
Jennifer Raburn and husband Greg
of Irving; granddaughter, Hayley
Raburn of Irving; brothers, Rich-
ard W. Shaw of Fort Worth, Robert
K. Shaw and wife Jerrie of Temple;
sisters, Carolyn Dexter and hus-
band Don of Rockdale, Debbie
Barnes of Houston; as well as nu-
merous nieces and nephews.

Memorial service was Sep. 15
at Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral
Home Chapel. Memorials may be
made to the American Heart Asso-
ciation, P. O. Box 15186, Austin, TX
78761 and St Jude’s Children’s Re-

search Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place,
Memphis, TN 38105-1905.

SHIRLEY WATSON
Shirley Watson, age 57, of Irv-

ing passed away on September 6,
2006. 

She was born on May 7, 1949
in San Angelo, TX to Roy and Edith
McGuire. Mrs. Watson was a mem-
ber of Fellowship Baptist Church
in Irving. 

Survivors include, daughters,
Charity Richardson of Irving,
Michelle Klotz of San Angelo,
Misty Walker of Irving, Katrina
Sessom of San Angelo; sisters,
Dovie Norris, Sallie Stocksdale,
Lena White, Mary Norris; brothers,
Elmer Kindrick, Harold McGuire;
uncle, Charles Seeyle; 17 grandchil-
dren and 3 great-grandchildren. 

Funeral Services were held
Sep. 9 at Chism-Smith Funeral
Home with interment on Sep. 11 at
Miles Cemetery in Miles, TX.

Provided by Gail Nyman-York
The Texas Ophthalmological

Association is partnering with
EyeCare America to provide five
tips for a healthy aging eye in honor
of September’s Save Your Sight
Month.

“We find that many people
don’t pay attention to their health

until something goes wrong,” Jon
T. Schreiber, MD, President of the
Texas Ophthalmological Associa-
tion, said. “By providing tips for a
healthy aging eye during Save Your
Sight Month, we are hoping to en-
courage people to be more proac-
tive in the care of their eyes and
vision.”

 
EyeCare America’s five
tips for a healthy aging
eye:
-- Vitamin A is great
for your eyes and will help
you maintain healthy vi-
sion. Foods rich in vita-
min A include carrots,
yams, and spinach.
-- Find out your
family history of eye dis-
ease. In many cases, hav-
ing a family member with
an eye disease greatly in-
creases your chance of
getting the disease.
-- Wear protective
goggles when working
with machinery and while
engaging in athletic ac-
tivities.

-- Protect your eyes from the sun.
Over exposure to the sun’s rays can
lead to cataracts.

Call EyeCare America’s Seniors
EyeCare Program, 1-800-222-EYES
(3937), to see if you qualify for a
free eye exam.

The Texas Ophthalmological
Association encourages people to
call the EyeCare America Seniors
EyeCare Program. This program of-
fers eye exams and up to one year
of medical eye care at no out-of-
pocket cost for seniors who are
without an ophthalmologist (a medi-
cal eye doctor). To see if you, a
loved one or a friend, 65 and older,
is eligible to receive a referral for an
eye exam and care, call 1-800-222-
EYES (3937). The Seniors EyeCare
Program help line operates 24 hours
a day, every day, year-round.
 
Here in Texas, EyeCare America and
its 405 volunteer ophthalmologists
have served more than 27,141
people.
 The Seniors EyeCare Program
is designed for seniors without an
ophthalmologist and is co-spon-

TTTTTeeeeexas Ophthalmoloxas Ophthalmoloxas Ophthalmoloxas Ophthalmoloxas Ophthalmological gical gical gical gical Association and EyAssociation and EyAssociation and EyAssociation and EyAssociation and EyeCare eCare eCare eCare eCare America promote healthAmerica promote healthAmerica promote healthAmerica promote healthAmerica promote healthy tipsy tipsy tipsy tipsy tips
sored by the Knights Templar Eye
Foundation, Inc. and Alcon. Visit

EyeCare America’s website at
www.eyecareamerica.org.
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ADVERTISING PRICES
First 15 words $7.00
Each additional word $0.20
Bold, Caps, border $7.00

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.
When you place a classified advertisement in the Rambler,
we publish it online at no additional charge. The Irving Ram-
bler does not accept submission of an advertisement as a
commitment to publish.  Publication of an advertisement does
not create an obligation to continue publishing.  The Irving
Rambler reserves the right to refuse to publish any adver-
tisement for any reason.  Ads promoting hate groups, or
including inappropriate material will not be published.  E-
mail addresses will only be published if included in the copy
of your classified ad.

To purchase classified ads call
214-675-6493.

Thought for the Day

Antiques
Carrying furniture, glass-
ware, toys, crafts & col-
lectibles. 972-399-8000

Need Alterations
30 yrs in business, one
day or less service. Work
Guaranteed. 972-871-
7976

Photography
Reasonable prices for your
own special event 469-
855-8076

Repair
All types of repair, elec-
trical, brick, fences and
painting. 38 yrs. exp., 30
yrs. in Irving 214-908-
3113.

Special Events
Our grounds feature
richly detailed land-
scaping, compli-mented
by fountains and garden
statues. We have a vari-
ety of garden ornaments
that make our facility

IRMC
Business Directory

ideal for your wedding or
special occasion. 972-
438-6686

Tax Services
Providing complete in-
come tax services. elec-
tronic and paper filing
available. 972-445-1243

Web Services
Web Designers and
Web Solutions Provid-
ers for the Serious Busi-
ness 877-513-0553

IrvingIrvingIrvingIrvingIrving
RamblerRamblerRamblerRamblerRambler

MarketcenterMarketcenterMarketcenterMarketcenterMarketcenter
ANTIQUES &

COLLECTIBLES

FOR SALE-Hot Wheels
Collection-Treasure Hunts,
Final Runs and many other
series 972-438-4522

HELP WANTED

Recall Coordinator for
Dr. Nix D.D.S. Salary +
commission. Nice voice,
detail oriented, people per-
son responsible for calling
back, booking. Professional
environment, flexible
hours, approx. Mon.-Fri.
7:45 a.m. - 5 p.m. Fax re-
sume to 972-594-1055. For
details see www.drnix.com.

SALES POSITION
Local territory, established
accounts, People person,
detail oriented, responsible,
courteous, articulate, com-
puter literate, MS Office,
email and internet savvy op-

portunity for growth, expe-
rience preferred, fax resume
to 214-808-2815 for ap-
pointment

Wheel Chair Mechanic
Needed. 12 volt & 24 volt
electrical  experience re-
quired. Mon-Fri, 9-5, good
working condition. Prefer
older person 972-513-1800
325 South Beltline, Irving

REAL ESTATE

Rental Newly Remodeled
1/1 condo in Las Colinas.
24 hr. security, pools, work-
out facility, free cable and
much more. Call 214-914-
7975 to find out more.

Remodeled home: 3 BR 2
bath, 1500 sf. Large corner
lot. New 35 year roof. New
exterior & interior paint.
New gutters. New carpet.
New appliances and A/C.
1602 Fair Oaks, Irving, TX
75061. For Sale/Lease

$120,000 .00/1 ,100 .00
month. Contact George at
972-948-8312.

For all
your Pastorial

needs...

Weddings

Funerals
Speaking
       Engagements

Samuel L.
Lockhart, Ph.D.

H m .H m .H m .H m .H m . 9 7 2 . 8 7 1 . 0 1 3 69 7 2 . 8 7 1 . 0 1 3 69 7 2 . 8 7 1 . 0 1 3 69 7 2 . 8 7 1 . 0 1 3 69 7 2 . 8 7 1 . 0 1 3 6
W k .W k .W k .W k .W k . 9 7 2 . 8 2 1 . 5 6 4 99 7 2 . 8 2 1 . 5 6 4 99 7 2 . 8 2 1 . 5 6 4 99 7 2 . 8 2 1 . 5 6 4 99 7 2 . 8 2 1 . 5 6 4 9
C e l lC e l lC e l lC e l lC e l l 2 1 4 . 4 9 9 . 2 4 2 82 1 4 . 4 9 9 . 2 4 2 82 1 4 . 4 9 9 . 2 4 2 82 1 4 . 4 9 9 . 2 4 2 82 1 4 . 4 9 9 . 2 4 2 8

2426 Carterwright St.
Irving, TX 75062

Email:
SVLockhart@comcast.net
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(c) 2005 King Features Synd., Inc.

The Federal Bureau of Investigation was
established in 1908, but its agents didn’t start
carrying guns until 1934.

If you ever travel to the Florida Keys, be
sure to stop by the Peppers of Key West
store. It specializes in hot sauces ... really
hot sauces. If you want to try its most potent
concoction, though — Blair’s 6 a.m. Reserve
— be prepared to show ID to prove that
you’re at least 18 years old. You’ll have to
sign a waiver, too. Oh, and get ready to shell
out some big bucks — a 2-ounce bottle costs
$599.

Here’s one for
the Crime Doesn’t
Pay files: A thief in
Geneva, Switzerland,
mugged an elderly
gentleman on the
street. One of the
gentleman’s neigh-

bors, a schoolboy named Gustav Krause, saw
the robbery and responded by throwing a
snowball at the mugger. A very hard-packed
and well-aimed snowball, evidently: The thief
was killed.

It may seem like an odd venue, but in
2002 the U.S. Open Squash Championships
were held in Boston Symphony Hall.By Samantha Weaver

It’s been reported that on a first date, 79
percent of men decide within 15 minutes
whether they’re interested in a second date
with the same woman. On the other hand, 64
percent of women take at least an hour to
make the same decision.

In South Africa, the most popular wed-
ding cakes are made of ice cream.

It was poet and noted wit Ogden Nash
who wrote the following advice to couples:
“To keep your marriage brimming, / With love
in the loving cup, / Whenever you’re wrong,
admit it; / Whenever you’re right, shut up.”

“Television has changed the American child
from an irresistible force into an immovable
object.” — Laurence J. Peter
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By Sue Richardson
Marvin Randle, Irving’s volun-

teer extraordinaire, past mayor, city
council member, consistent public
servant, building contractor, and
owner and operator of Irving
Countertops, celebrated his 70th

birthday at a surprise dinner party
organized by his wife, Bobbie, at
the elegant Belo Mansion Friday
evening.

Guests gathered and enjoyed
their choice of wines and drinks and
tasty hors d’oeuvres awaiting their
host’s arrival. Thinking he was at-
tending a formal political gathering,
Marvin was humbled, surprised,

Public servant and businessman Marvin Randle turns 70
and overwhelmed that it was his
70th birthday party, and with appre-
ciation stated, “Not many people
get to celebrate their birthday at
Belo Mansion.” After a short recep-
tion in the atrium, dinner was served
in the main dining room, and high-
lighting the gourmet fare were beef
tenderloin and chocolate cake with
raspberry sauce.

In attendance were most of the
who’s who of Irving, including past
mayors, council members, board
members, city commissioners, Los
Colinas associates, friends from
South and North Irving and his fam-
ily.

Marvin was born and raised in
Irving, where he has remained a life-
long resident, built his business,
had his family, and made his life.
His contributions to Irving through
his service and volunteerism were
at the center of the guests’ well-
wishes. His donation of time, tal-
ent, money and energy to his
church, local charities and civic or-
ganizations, and anything that
would benefit the people of Irving
were the center of all of the com-
ments, and touted as impacting the
friendly character and conscience
of Irving and inspiring others to
also invest in their community.

One by one, family and friends
stepped to the microphone and
reminisced, with both humorous
and emotional expressions of grati-
tude, about Marvin’s impact on
their lives and the community.

Many friends put their thoughts in
writing, and, after delivering affirm-
ing remarks about his notoriously
friendly, inspiring, and visionary
leadership, Sue Richardson deliv-
ered them verbally. The following
epitomize the thoughts and well
wishes expressed:

“Marvin is a guy who steps
up to the front to be the first to of-
fer help, prayers, encouragement,
and praise whether it is in
volunteerism or in a personal
matter…when he offers help, he
means it…he has such a special way
with the children - they know when
an adult is for real.  Jack & Sunny
Gray”

“I have never known anyone
to have more compassion for
friends, family and the city of Irv-
ing than Marvin.     James Driver”

“A wonderful father, commu-

nity leader and most of all my best
friend.Ywachetta Driver”

“I don’t have a better friend or
a more loyal friend than Marvin
Randle.  He is the best.  Kent Hance”

“You can count on him to show
up…he always has good
stories…Elena Blake”

“The finest man I have ever
known…I am so glad God put him
in my life...Wife Bobbie”

Jack Spurlock then added the
notorious traditional Rat Pack comic
relief to the event with a roast that
delighted both Marvin and his
guests, and ended the performance
with photo ops of him and Marvin
wearing an over-sized 10-gallon
cowboy hat.

It was a fun, delightful, and up-
lifting evening that ended with
Bobbie’s promise of being repeated
when Marvin turns 80.

Letter To The EditorLetter To The EditorLetter To The EditorLetter To The EditorLetter To The Editor

Celebrating in style, Jack Spurlock wishes Marvin a happy birthday.

BUY or SELL

Training Center
109 S. Story Rd. Ste F.

Irving 75060
972-871-2866

the company for women or men
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Irving Mayor Pro Tem Sam
Smith welcomed the USS
Fessenden Association to Irving
for its 2006 reunion, Sep. 9.

The ship and her crew received
two battle stars for World War II
service, the first one for sinking the
German submarine U-1062.  Mayor
Pro Tem Smith presented the
association’s officers with a Proc-
lamation in their honor on behalf of
the City of Irving, as well as a Texas
state flag flown over the state capi-

tol in the group’s honor.
The ship was named for

Reginald Aubrey Fessenden, a
physicist and engineer who is
known as the “father of radio
broadcasting” and credited for cre-
ating sonar. Irving resident Ken
Fessenden, a direct descendant of
the ship’s namesake, served on the
organizing committee and worked
with the Irving Convention and Visi-
tors Bureau to bring this special
event to Irving.

Ship’Ship’Ship’Ship’Ship’s  crew  reunitess  crew  reunitess  crew  reunitess  crew  reunitess  crew  reunites

Greeted by Councilman Smith, some of  the Navy’s bravest and finest
gather once more in friendship.


