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The city of Irving celebrated the life and message of Martin
Luther King Jr. during a program at the Irving Arts Center on Jan. 17.

Lawson Pilgrim emceed the event that included performances
by the Dallas Black Dance Theatre and songs by the Calvary Church

Ensemble. The Voices of the Civil
Rights project, a collection of over
4,000 stories from individuals from
across the United States compiled
by the AARP and the Leadership
Conference on Civil Rights, was
also featured in this year’s
celebration. Rick Bowers, director
of digital media for the AARP, spoke
about and presented a video
chronicling the Voices project.

“Voices of the Civil Rights
began about a year and a half ago,”

The Greater Irving – Las
Colinas Chamber of Commerce
hosted the 24th annual State of the
City Address at the Dallas Marriott
in Las Colinas on Jan. 18.

Cesar Moncada, director of
external affairs for Verizon, served
as master of ceremonies for the
evening. Following the posting of
colors by the Irving Police
Department Honor Guard, Robert
and Louise Vandertulip led the
Pledge of Allegiance to honor the
legacy of their son, Army Specialist
Josiah Vandertulip. Irving
Symphony’s Neo Camerata and
singer Cathy Whiteman each
provided musical entertainment for
the evening.

Irving celebrates
the life of Martin
Luther King Jr.

Mayor Putnam speaks about Irving’s growth
during the State of the City Address

Mayor Joe Putnam offered his
insights into where the city has
been and what Irving’s future
holds. The inevitability of change
for the city of Irving was a main
theme of the mayor’s speech.
Mayor Putnam provided a vast
array of statistics demonstrating
that Irving is gaining in the areas of
city services, education, business,
taxes and housing.

“Some people look at the
change that has taken place over
the last 20 years, look at these
statistics and they tell us that Irving
is going the wrong direction,”
Mayor Putnam said. “I think they
say that simply on the basis of

change itself. Change itself does
not necessarily indicate a change
for the worse. I think we have to
look at the facts; we have to look at
what is actually happening and see
whether those opinions have any
basis in the community. One of the
things we do know is that your city
council, city staff, city employees,
this chamber and all those who are
involved in the city, over the past
several years have put forth an
aggressive and dedicated effort to
adapt and to accommodate the
many changes that are taking place
in this city and to improve the
quality of life that we seek.”

Memories  become
permanent part of
the Irving Archives

for a greater
understanding of
what our society
has been and
where we are
going.

Rick Bowers speaks about
his experiences with the
Voices project.

Members of the Dallas Black Dance Theatre perform during the
Martin Luther King, Jr. observance.

Henry Goodrich recites a portion of one of Mr. King’s famous
speeches.

Members of Irving’s social, business and political communities gather
to listen to Mayor Putnam’s State of the City Address.

See IRVING, Page 3

Irving High School students
presented over 100 oral histories
to the Irving Archives on Jan. 14.

The histories were the end
result of a 12-week English project
assigned by teacher Vanessa Vega.
Students in Ms. Vega’s five junior
level classes went out into the
community searching for senior
citizens to interview about life
during the Great Depression.

Most of the students recorded
the interviews on audio or
videotape. Each interview was then
transcribed; those interviews
conducted in Spanish were
transcribed into both Spanish and
English. Each recording and

transcription along with a consent
form signed by the interviewee was
given to the Irving Archives to be
kept for future generations, study
and historical research.

The majority of those
interviewed lived in Irving during
the Great Depression. Some of the

See CELEBRATING, Page 4

See STATISTICS, Page 4
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POLICE BRIEFS

Bill Hooten Insurance Agency, Inc.

seized and ID was called out. The suspects were
wearing gloves. 

Agg. Robbery: 1-13-05, 2:19 p.m. One Stop
Market, 1900 block Esters. Clerk was at location
alone. One adult male suspect entered and asks
for a cigarette lighter. As the clerk handed it to
him - the suspect pointed a pistol at the clerk &
demanded all the five dollar bills from the register.
Susp. Left on foot, S/B on Esters.

Theft from a person: 1-14-05, 2 p.m. units were
dispatched to the Shell Station at Macarthur and
Rochelle on report of a robbery of an individual.
There a 78 yr old male was contacted and advised
that 3 males had approached him as he left the
store, one suspect grabbed him around the waist
and took his wallet out of his pocket and they all
ran South towards the Regal Park
apartments. Officers checked into the area and
located the suspects after a foot chase. Officers
recovered the complainant’s wallet, his credit
cards, drivers license and SS card. All 3 suspects
were taken into custody and the complainant was
escorted to CID. 

Burglary: 1-13 & 1-14, btwn. 4:45 p.m. & 8:10
a.m. Fortuna Foods, 300 block N. Belt Line.
Suspects broke into a storage area at the side of
the building and took Five 33.5 gal. Propane Gas
Cylinders. The propane is used by company to
power their forklifts. The cylinders were full at
the time of the burglary.

Agg. Assault: 01-15-05, 01:55 a.m. Two vehicles
were in the parking lot at N. Story Rd. A dispute
started with both vehicle occupants which resulted
in an exchange of gun fire. The vehicles fled the
scene and Irving PD received a report of shots
fired. IPD responded to the location, but did not
locate anything. Grand Prairie PD stopped one
of the suspect vehicles, and the Dallas Constables
stopped the other suspect vehicle on completely
unrelated traffic offenses. The vehicles had bullet
holes in them and blood in the interior. IPD was
contacted and determined the vehicles were

involved in the shots fired call. A total of four
persons were shot. They were transported to
PMH with non-life threatening injuries.

Sudden Death: 1-7-05 Officers responded to
1000 block S. Irving Hts on a possible Code K. 
IFD was already on the scene when patrol units
arrived. The victim was a 48-year-old male who
was extremely overweight with a history of
diabetes and heart problems. The victim was
found by his nephew sitting in a chair. There
were no signs of foul play. 

Pursuit, Stolen Vehicle: 1-16-05, 10:53 p.m.
Officers were dispatched to a vehicle that had
been stolen in Arlington, and was being followed
by a citizen in Irving. Officers found the vehicle
at Finley Rd. and Story. When he attempted a
traffic stop the suspect vehicle fled w/b on Finley
and the driver abandoned the vehicle and fled on
foot and was last seen in the area of Finley and
McCarthy. The passenger in the vehicle (a
juvenile) was detained and found to be in
possession of marijuana and had items taken from
the vehicle in his pockets. The juvenile was
arrested and transported to IPD. The driver of
the vehicle was identified and will be filed on at
large.

Pursuit, Stolen Vehicle: 1-17-05, 2:39 a.m.
Officers attempted to stop a vehicle that was
driving on a flat tire at S. H. 183 and Carl Rd., the
vehicle fled e/b on the SSR, turned south on Peters
Rd., and continued to the dead end of Peters Rd.
where the driver jumped out of the vehicle and
fled on foot. A citizen called 911 and stated the
suspect was hiding at 1500 block Irene, the
suspect was found hiding in a house at 1500 block
Irene. The defendant was arrested for evading
and found to be in possession of
Methamphetamine. Dispatch contacted the
registered owner of the vehicle who was unaware
that his vehicle had been stolen from his residence
in Dallas. Defendant was also charged with Inv.
Theft U/20,000.

Irving Police Department
Town Hall Meetings

Tuesday, February 1, 2005 - 7:00 P.M. - 9:00 P.M.
A meeting intended for community members that live and/or work south of S.H. 183

(residential and business)
Irving High School (auditorium)

900 N. O’Connor Rd.

Tuesday, February 15, 2005 - 7:00 P.M. - 10:00 P.M.
A meeting intended for community members that live and/or work north of S.H. 183

(residential and business)
Academy of Irving I.S.D. (auditorium)

4601 N. MacArthur Blvd.

We welcome and encourage your attendance

Agg. Robbery: 1-13-05, 07:30 a.m. Officers
responded to a Robbery that just occurred at the
Diamond Shamrock at 8600 N. Macarthur. The
clerk advised that 2 suspects had entered the store
wearing black clothing and black hooded

sweatshirts. The suspects then displayed a
handgun and demanded the money from the
register. The handgun was described as a black
semi-auto and the suspects left on foot with cash
and cigarettes. There are still photo’s that were

Audio of City Council work sessions
Audio of the Irving City Council work sessions held on
Wednesday before each regular council meeting can now be
heard live at 1 p.m. on ICTN Channel 16 or via the Internet.
Repeats will air at 6 p.m. on the same day, and at 5:30 p.m. the
next day (Thursday). Logon to www.ictn.tv or
www.ci.irving.tx.us <http://www.ci.irving.tx.us> for the audio
version via the Internet.

January 21
Friday Nite Live competition
Irving teens will be center stage as part of the city’s Friday
Nite Live talent competition, set for 7 p.m. Jan. 21, at the
Irving Arts Center, 3333 N. MacArthur Blvd. The evening
also will include the presentation of the Irving Youth Council’s
Spirited Youth Awards, which recognize young people ages
11 to 18 for volunteering their time to benefit Irving. The
event is free and open to the public. For more information,
call (972) 721-8090.

January 22
Children’s theater performances
Irving Community Theatre will present free performances
this month at two Irving libraries. The Pied Piper is set for 2

p.m. Saturday, Jan. 22, at the Irving Central Library, 801 W.
Irving Blvd., while The Wizard of Oz will be performed at 2
p.m. Saturday, Jan. 22, at the Valley Ranch Branch Library,
9940 W. Valley Ranch Parkway.

February 1
Police Department community meetings
The Irving Police Department will hold a town hall meeting
from 7 to 9 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 1, at the Irving High School
Auditorium, 900 N. O’Connor Road, for residents and
businesses located south of State Highway 183. A second
meeting will be held from 7 to
10 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 15, at the Academy of Irving, 4601 N.
MacArthur Blvd., for residents and businesses located north
of State Highway 183.

February 5
Skywarn presentation

Irving’s Emergency Management Office and the National
Weather Service will hold a Skywarn presentation from 9
a.m. to noon Feb. 5, at the Central Library Auditorium, 801
W. Irving Blvd. The program is free and open to the public.
For more information, call (972) 721-6559.

CITY BRIEFS

The bomb squad and other emergency services respond to a suspicious package call. After
a thorough investigation, the package was determined to  be harmless.

Texas State Representative Linda Harper Brown and
Texas State Senator Florence Shapiro on opening day
of the 79th Legislative Session of the Texas House of
Representatives.

Texas representatives
back in session



interviewees lived in other parts
of the country during the
depression, but are current
Irving residents.

Ms. Vega said that several
of the students feared the senior
citizens would not want to be
interviewed. Once the students
began meeting potential
interviewees, however, they
found that the seniors were more
than happy to tell their stories.
On many occasions, students
were invited to join the seniors
for lunch or card games.

“We started off by reading
the novel Of Mice and Men,”
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Sullivan ATPE Teacher of the Year
Carol Sullivan, music teacher at Lively

Elementary School and IISD Elementary
Teacher of the Year, has been named Region
10 Elementary Teacher of the Year by the
Association for Texas Professional
Educators. Sullivan has been a music teacher
for 41 years, 28 of them in IISD.

Sullivan’s award makes a clean sweep
for Irving ISD in the ATPE Region 10 annual
honors. Earlier this month, Lisa Lobb,
business teacher at Irving High, was
recognized as the ATPE Region 10 Secondary
Teacher of the Year, and Robbin Wall, principal
at the Academy, was named ATPE Region 10
Administrator of the Year. This is the first
time that Irving has earned all three honors
in the same year.

Businesses Exchange Ideas, Expertise With
IISD Students

More than 100 Dallas/Fort Worth
business professionals will go back to school
on Thursday, January 27 in Irving as part of
the IISD’s annual Business Exchange Days.
The event is designed to give high school
students an inspiring and inside look at the
careers they hope to pursue. Each year, it
attracts guest speakers from fields like

Tracy Smith Principal
The Freeman Elementary Tigers have

been busy the past few weeks! With any new
school, preparing for the building dedication
is important. Fourth and fifth grade students
decided that they wanted to invite Oprah
Winfrey to be part of the dedication ceremony
that will take place on March 8th at 6:30 p.m.
They worked hard to write a script for an
“Oprah Show” that would persuade her to
put this important event on her calendar! Two
young men served as “Oprah” and guests
for the show included a student acting as
Mrs. Freeman and other campus dignitaries.
Who knows! Ms. Winfrey may be so
impressed with our acting abilities that she
accepts our offer!

Our students have also been busy
helping the community. With the tsunami
being a tragedy that touched the lives of so
many in the area, a fundraiser was held to
show our support of the people in that area.
Habitat for Humanity was selected as our
charity of choice, and students have
collected approximately $1,300 to go to that
organization! We are extremely proud of this

accomplishment and the caring spirit that it
shows.

On another front, Mrs. Lackey, one of
our 2nd grade teachers has just sent her son
to Iraq. The school as a whole has chosen to
sponsor his platoon by writing letters and
helping in any small way possible. Since
they’ve just deployed, we are working on
getting in contact with his platoon sergeant
to get all of the necessary information.

Other important events this week have
included our first spelling bee and an award
ceremony for the PTA’s Reflections contest.
Stanley Mack, fifth grader came in first place
in the spelling bee out of 50+ contestants.
He will represent Freeman at the district bee
on Thursday of this week. Nicole Zumaya
came in 2nd place. In the Reflections contest,
Thabit Pulak received Honorable Mention in
Literature, David Young, Merit in Literature,
Tazsha Sparks received Merit in Visual Arts,
Laura Gao Merit in Music and Martha Vertti
was recognized with Outstanding Merit in
Photography. We are extremely proud of
these students and all of the other students’
accomplishments as well!

Freeman Elementary students active in the
community as they prepare for dedication

SCHOOL BRIEFS
technology, automotive, communications,
graphic arts, finance, medicine and education.
Guest speakers will be at The Academy of
Irving ISD on Wednesday, January 26, and
at all IISD high schools on January 27.
Speakers will visit classrooms at several class
periods throughout the school day.

Mac to Help Choose This Year’s Best of the
Best

As a follow-up to its being named a
winner in the inaugural 21st Century Schools
of Distinction Awards last year, MacArthur
High School has been asked to help select
the next round of winners. Ten faculty
members will serve as evaluators of
nominations for the 2005 awards.

Nimitz Cheerleaders Ninth In Nation
The Nimitz High School varsity

cheerleading squad placed ninth in the nation
at a national cheerleading meet in Dallas last
month. The cheerleaders are Samantha
Andrews, Brittany Brogan, Ashley Clark,
Heather Conder, Jordan Cowen, Ashley
Hood, Abbi Lambert, Mandi Lewis, Christie
Lyons, Megan Marshall, Brittney Morris, and
Heather Sweet. They are coached by Laurin
Mosty.

Toothy Tour
The honors anatomy and physiology

classes at MacArthur High School, taught
by Traci Benesh, were invited to tour the
Baylor College of Dentistry last month.
Students listened to a panel discussion
involving third year dental students, heard
presentations about various dental
procedures, and made molds of teeth to take
as souvenirs. Transportation and lunch were
provided by Baylor.

Pennies for Pets at Britain
Kathy Carlson and Stephanie Lee’s

fourth grade classes at Britain Elementary
School organized a school-wide “Pennies for
Pets” campaign that raised $1,200 for the
DFW Humane Society recently. Students
brought spare change to support the effort.
Two classes, Kristina Brooks’ and Carlos
Yoder’s, tied for the most money raised. Some
of the money was used to purchase supplies
for the shelter. The four classes listed above
then took a field trip to deliver the gifts and
donations to the DFW Humane Society.
Britain students and staff also contributed
$1,100 to help tsunami victims recently.

Good Visitors
Good Elementary School hosted three

guest speakers recently. Luis Carrera,
weekend meteorologist from the Dallas
Telemundo station, spoke to students about
weather and forecasting. Telemundo reporter
Eric Iglesias discussed his experiences
covering the 2004 presidential election, the
Space Shuttle Columbia tragedy, and the
tornado that struck Fort Worth in 2001. Henry
Leimann, designer for BOKA Powell
architecture firm, showed Good students
models, renderings, and animations from
some of his company’s projects, including
new dormitories to be built at Texas Tech
University.

Banking on John Haley
Students at John Haley Elementary

School saved up for Christmas shopping at
school this year. As part of the school’s
partnership with Washington Mutual,
students opened their own savings account
at the bank. Almost 200 students took part.
Each Friday, students deposited money via
recently-commissioned fifth-grade “tellers”.
Students used classroom computers to keep
track of their savings.

Ms. Vega presents over 100 narratives to archivist Jan
Hart as Roy Ricker, Irving High class of 1929, watches.

Student, Mike Raupp,
produced The History of
Mr. and Mrs. Gibbs.

Irving High students help
preserve Irving’s history
Continued from page 1

Ms. Vega explained. “We learned about the
dust bowl, the Great Depression and what
American society was like during the latter
part of the 1920’s and into the 1930’s. In order
to put the novel in as much of a living
contextual place as I could, I asked the
students to find someone here in Irving who
had lived during that time period and ask
them questions.”

“It is completely my pleasure to turn
these narratives over to (the Archives) for
the good of generations to come, for a greater
understanding of what our society has been
and where we are going. I look forward to
continuing this journey with you,” Ms. Vega
said.

Jan Hart, senior archivist of the city of
Irving, accepted the narratives and presented
Ms. Vega with a certificate of appreciation.

“We are just overwhelmed at the
Archives,” Ms. Hart said. “We are amazed at
the variety, quality and just the sheer volume
of this collection. We are pleased that young
people had the opportunity to meet the
people who experienced these things and to
learn first-hand what that period was like.”

Ms. Vega has given this assignment to
her students for the past six years. She only
recently learned of the Irving Archive’s
interest in preserving these memories. If you
or someone you know has kept one of these
histories from past classes, the Archive
would like to include your narrative in its
collection. Narratives brought to the City
Archives preservation will be copied by the
Archive, the copy will become part of the
collection and the originals will be returned
to the owner. Please contact Jan Hart at the
Irving Archives, 972-721-3729 for more
information.

If you would like to share your stories
of life during the Great Depression with a
student, please contact Ms. Vega through
her email: vvega@irvingisd.net. All stories
of that time period are
welcome including
those that did not occur
in Irving.

United Family Karate Academy

3455 N. Beltline, Ste 103  Unitedfamilykarate.com

(Located next to T.J.

Maxx & Jason’s

Deli)
(972) 252-7600(972) 252-7600(972) 252-7600(972) 252-7600(972) 252-7600

“We can see positive results in our kids already in the 1st month.
Amazing!” Jim & Jeannette Lucas

“I have been able to garden longer.” Ann Craft

“He got up by himself and cleaned his room without being told.  Thanks
to Family Karate” Vince & Dana Bucher

ONE WEEK FREE
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Chamber of Commerce

Margaret’s Corner

Margaret Lopez is an indepenfent writer for the Irving Rambler.  An Irving
resident for more than 12 years, she and her husband have been married for more
than 37 years and have four daughters and four grandsons

Hi Irving!

I cannot wait until spring starts; it sure has been cold. I don’t like the cold
weather at all and I don’t understand people that do.

P is for patriotism that fills our hearts thanksgiving.
Q is for America’s Quest for the new, the far and the very best.
R is for the Rights we are guaranteed.
S is for Suffrage, In 1848 in Seneca Falls, New York, women began the long struggle

for suffrage, or the right to vote.  In 1920, their voting rights were recognized all
across the nation.

T is for tolerance.
U is for the United States. Our country is big. Our people come from every part of the

world. But, different as we are, we are all part of a single nation: The United
States of America.

V is for the Valor shown by those who have kept us free.
W is for Washington. George Washington, our fist president, is called the father of

our country. Brave in battle and dignified always, he was celebrated as “the man
who unites our hearts”.

X marks the historical spots all over the world.
Y is for you and all you will be in this greatest of countries, the land of the free.
Z is the end of the alphabet, but not of America’s story. Strong and free, we will

continue to be an inspiration to the world.

“I know that for Americans there will always be a bright dawn ahead.” – President
Ronald Reagan.

Let’s all focus on how we can make a difference in our family, community, church
and in the world. Again, happy New Year!

God bless you.
Attend church Sunday.

Mr. Bowers said in an interview. “It started
with a very simple concept that someone
should collect the actual stories, the first
person accounts of the civil rights movement
from the people who were there. I was really
surprised to find that had not been done at a
broad national level. So I thought, what better
organization than AARP to collect these
stories. The AARP includes 35 million people
over age 50 who have lived through so many
of these seminal events in U.S. history; they
are the history.”

“I feel like we were able to save a piece
of history that needed to be saved in the
words of the people who are often
overlooked. There is a tendency to think that
social change happens because of a few
important people who go out and make
speeches. That is part of it, but without the
thousands of small acts by people who never

Celebrating the life of
Martin Luther King Jr.

get recognized nothing really happens,” Mr.
Bowers said.

Stories collected through the Voices
project will be permanently preserved by the
Library of Congress. As part of the Voices
project, Juan Williams wrote My Soul Looks
Back in Wonder Voices of the Civil Rights
Experience, a book that contains several of
the stories collected. The History Channel
will air a documentary based on the Voices of
the Civil Rights Project on Feb. 12; and
approximately 200,000 teachers will receive
educational materials about the Voices project
created by the History Channel.

Everyone who attended the city’s Martin
Luther King Jr. observance received a gift
bag containing several items from Irving’s
Parks and Recreation department and the
AARP including a copy of Mr. Williams book.

January 25th
Reception Honoring Spc. Josiah

Vandertulip, United States Army
The Irving Schools Foundation Board

of Directors, together with the Greater Irving
- Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce and
Irving High School, cordially invite you to
be their guest at a reception honoring the
legacy of Spc. Josiah Vandertulip.

Vandertulip was enlisted with the United
States Army and was a 2002 graduate of
Irving High School.  His name will be
inscribed on the Perpetual Giving Tree
dedicating the scholarship established in his
name.

Irving Independent School District
Administration Building 2621 W. Airport
Freeway, Irving Chamber from 4:30 p.m. to 6
p.m. Please RSVP your attendance to
Elizabeth Philipp at 972-215-5006 or to the
Chamber at 972-252-8484.

January 26th & 27th
9th Annual Business Exchange Days

Business professionals are needed to
speak to 11th & 12th grade classes about life
and careers after high school.

Business professionals are needed to
speak to 11th and 12th grade classes at five
Irving ISD high school campuses: The
Academy, Irving, MacArthur, Union Bower
and Nimitz High Schools. For the 9th
consecutive year, the Greater Irving - Las
Colinas Chamber of Commerce, in
conjunction with, the Irving Independent
School District, are sponsoring BUSINESS
EXCHANGE DAYS 2005.

Speakers are needed in the following
topics / areas: Human resources; lawyer/
paralegal; medicine; secretarial; sports;
economics; history topics from Depression
era to New Deal policies; Supreme Court;
presidency; chef; international business; TV/

print reporter and journalist; photographer;
relevancy of math in industry; construction;
fashion & interior design; psychologist;
therapist; telecommunications technician; as
well as, several general requests in business,
entrepreneurship and professional
development.

Sign up today to inspire young minds!
For more information about speaking
requests, contact Thelma Cantu at 972-215-
5017 /  tcantu@irvingisd.net or Kathy Gillard
at 972-252-8484 /
kgillard@irvingchamber.com.

February 8th
ICity Tech luncheon

The iCity Tech Council of the Greater
Irving - Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce
will host their next technology luncheon 11:30
am - 1 am at the Four Seasons Resort & Club,
located at 4150 N. MacArthur Blvd.
Luncheon topic, “Communications for Just
Responders and the Importance of
Interoperability” will be presented by Michael
E. Jalbert of EF Johnson.

Mr. Jalbert is President/CEO of EF
Johnson Inc., one of the leading providers
of two way radios and communication for
federal, state and local agencies involved with
homeland security and public safety.  He has

nearly 30 years of experience in corporate
management, fiscal responsibility and
revenue growth. Mr. Jalbert has held
numerous senior management positions with
satellite communications, voice and data
services corporations.

Please call 972-252-8484 to purchase
your ticket to attend.  Ticket prices are $30
per person for ICTC members and $35 per
person for non-members.

February 9
Leads Luncheon

The Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber
of Commerce will host its monthly Leads
Luncheon 1 at Bahama Breeze, located at 857
W. John Carpenter Frwy and will be held from
11am - 1pm.

Bring 100-150 business cards for
networking, information about your
business to pass out, freebees, give-a-ways
and/or door prizes. Our members do lots of
fun things to promote their business during
our monthly Leads Luncheons!

Cost to attend $20 per person if paid in
advance or $25 at the door. Please RSVP, no
later than February 8th to attend. You can
call 972-252-8484 to RSVP and pay for your
attendance in advance. Be creative and start
increasing your bottom line today!

Continued from page 1

Library
Information requests
Visitors
Circulation
Cardholders
Materials

New Development
Sales Tax
02 – 03   36,912,452
03 – 04   38,599,183

Hotel Occupancy:
Occupancy rate:

Economic Development
As of 11-9-04 there is currently
$373,138,378 under construction
Including:

La Villita
Lofts at Las Colinas
Mandalay on the Lake
Lofts Canal Side
Citigroup
Washington Mutual
The Reserve
2 Hotels

2004
205,000
1,143,000
1,650,000
156,755
768,965

1993
17,000

595,740
1,005,583

Parks
Recreation Centers
Playgrounds
Developed Acres
Parks

New Facilities
Senior Center
Campion Trail (22 mi.)
Centennial Park
Towne Lake Park
Spring Trail Park
Mountain Creek Park
Millennium Fountain
Cimarron Recreation Center
Mustang Recreation Center
Harrington Soccer Complex
Running Bear Park
Northwest Park Recreation Ctr
Lee Park Recreation Center

2004
6

98
1,443

58

1993
4

36
1,110

50

Mayor Putnam quoted several
statistics in his State of the City
Address. The following are a few of
the statistics cited by Mayor Putnam.

City Programs

Services
Police Stations

Employees
Vehicles

New facilities
Northwest Substation
Family Advocacy Center

Fire
Stations
Ambulances
Employees
Units  14  17
Inspections

2004
4

549
159

1993
1

416
128

2004
11
8

298
17

9,100

1993
10
4

263
14

6,752

2004
62.8%

2003
56.8%

The Las Colinas and Greater Irving Chamber of Commerce

1. Actively seeks potential relocation or expansion projects.
2. Continue retention contacts and visits.
3. Be a resource to media.
4. Actively participate in regional marketing efforts.

Statistics selected from State of City Address
Continued from page 1
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Name:_____________________________

Address:___________________________

City:___________________ Zip:_______

Telephone:_________________________

Remain informed about the people and events
of Irving. Have The Irving Rambler delivered to
your mailbox; don’t miss another issue of your
favorite newspaper.

A one year subscription is only $35.00. The
Irving Rambler will remain available in select
areas around Irving free of charge.

Send check or money order to:
The Irving Rambler, P.O. Box 177731

Irving, TX 75017.
Subscribe 214-675-6493

Subscribe to The Irving Rambler - “The paper that Irving reads.”

Irving Rambler Marketcenter
Go to irvingrambler.net for more information

Irving citizens are invited to voice their
opinions and concerns regarding code
enforcement to city council members on Jan.
25. The 6:00 p.m. meeting will be held at City
Hall located at 825 W. Irving Blvd.

In anticipation of this meeting, The
Irving Rambler gave each mayoral candidate
50 to 100 words to express their ideas about
code enforcement. Because code enforcement
is such a complex and often discussed issue
we had to severely limit the number of words
each candidate could use, but we did not
limit or direct the aspect of code enforcement
the candidates could discuss.

Terry Waldrum

Code enforcement is a complicated issue
that can’t be addressed in one hundred words
or less. These are the questions that I ask.
- Are you tired of your family and friends
moving out of Irving?
- Are you tired of multiple families living
in the single family rental property next door?
- Are you tired of your school being
overwhelmed with children living in over
crowded apartments?
- Are you tired of the neighborhood
businesses that look like they belong in a
third world country?
- Are you tired of neighborhood crime?
- Are you tired of political rhetoric with
no action?

Public Hearing on code enforcement scheduled for January 25,
Mayorial candidates voice their views on code enforcement

Owen DeWitt

Code Enforcement in Irving TX
Safety of our citizens is the primary issue

facing our city, followed by the balance of
the core city services, and then the areas
that address quality of life.
- I believe that effective Code
Enforcement Officers can build stronger
neighborhoods. As mayor, I would address:
- Number of Code Officers and their
support.

The use of volunteers to assist the code
enforcement emphasis (I-CEE)….
- Simplifying the process of reporting
violations on the city’s web site.
- Utilize neighborhood association
leadership to revise Irving’s code.
- A minimum occupancy standard similar
to Section 8 housing for all of Irving.

Joe Putnam

Codes to promote the health, safety and
welfare of the citizens have long been a part
of Irving ordinances. Currently the City
enforces at least 25 separate ordinances
including zoning, regulations and minimum
standards.

The first minimum standards ordinance
for residences was adopted in 1974. Our
neighborhood integrity program was initiated
in 1978-79. An updated minimum standard
ordinance for single family homes was
adopted in 1997. Minimum standards have
been adopted for multi-family and hotels and
motels. A building and Standards
Commission was created in 1997.

Currently the City has 23 positions
assigned to code compliance and inspection,
with an annual budget of $2,447,128. 11,644
inspections have been made from FY 2000-
2001 – FY 2003-2004. 759 cases have been
brought before the B & S Commission
resulting in 276 demolitions of substandard
structures.

Marvin Randle

Code enforcement is a must to maintain our
property values, as well as enrich the quality
of our homes. We must immediately address
the problem with a renewed and direct
emphasis, neighborhood by neighborhood.
A united effort by al city departments and
the citizens must be mobilized to see some
major results within 2 years.

These issues can be resolved with a
mayor that has a vision for Irving. We need
leadership that will raise our minimum
standards, clean up our neighborhoods,
bring economic life to our city, and make
Irving a safe place that our children will want
to live.

Herb Gears

Reduced staffing in the Code
Enforcement department combined with
ineffective procedures and ordinances has
taken a toll on our neighborhoods for too
long.  We must put a priority on responding
to citizen complaints better, even if it means
more enforcement personnel.  We should
consider more effective procedures for
enforcement including a “see and cite” policy
which would allow our compliance officers
the authority to promptly issue a citation for
certain violations they personally witness
(like four foot grass or four cars on the front
lawn).  The current procedure of having to
wait ten or thirty days to take action defeats
our purpose.  And finally, we need to reform
our ordinances that allow excessive
inhabitants in a residence and those that
allow excessive motor vehicles on or around
a property.

Grauwyler Heights Neighborhood Association

Deborah Fusco
Citizens of Irving, please mark your

calendars for January 25, 2005. You will
have the rare opportunity to let your
voice be heard regarding your views,
ideas and thoughts on code enforcement
in our city. The meeting will start at 6
p.m. at City Hall, 825 W. Irving Blvd.

Our neighborhood association had
our monthly meeting on Jan. 15 with the
majority of time being used to discuss
our concerns regarding our
neighborhood. They include but not

limited to the following: the number of
occupants living in our small single
family homes, vehicles parked in front
yards and across sidewalks, trash &
debris in and around properties, early set
out of trash and large bulk items, high
grass and weeds, non-current registered
or non running vehicles, business’s
being ran out of homes that aren’t zoned
for business, etc.

This is our time to be heard & help
make a difference. Remember, one voice
is a whisper, but many voices are a choir.

PALM FREELANCE PHOTOGRAPHY
CONTACT FOR YOUR NEXT EVENT

Pam Tolliver

469-855-8076
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425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

IN GOD WE TRUST

Metro (817) 498-7079
And our new location at

310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX

Metro (817) 477-3383

Visit Our Other Locations at
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Serving Irving For Over 35 Years

For Take Out Call
SPECIALS

EVERY
DAY!

“Where   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”

Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking
All You Can Eat Food

Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

972-313-3910

131 S. Beltline Rd.
Irving, TX 75060

Joe’s is serving up meals
and specials at great prices

For over 35 years, Joe’s has been
serving home-style cooking for breakfast,
lunch and dinner.

Breakfast is served every day from 5
a.m. until 3 p.m. A wide range of selections
includes everything from raisin toast to
an 8 oz. N.Y. strip and two eggs any style
to Texas chili omelets to Kansas City style
hash browns.

Joe’s also serves a full menu of meals
for lunch and dinner. But the specials are
the way to go. Each day from 10:30 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m. Joe’s offers a lunch special
with your choice of one of five entrée
selections. The lunch special is served
with a choice of three vegetables and rolls
or cornbread. Lunch special entrees and
vegetable choices rotate, changing each
day.

The dinner specials feature all you
can eat food bars. Select as much as you
want from all of your favorites. All you
can eat salad or soup is also included in

the dinner special. Your choice of rolls
or cornbread and a dessert round out
the dinner. Food bar specials rotate with
the night of the week. Monday is
Mexican food, Tuesday is Italian,
Wednesday is barbequed ribs, Thursday
is chicken and dumplings, and Friday is
manager’s choice.

With few lunches over $6.00 and
most dinners less than $8.00, Joe’s is a
great place for those on a budget.

Aside from great meals, Joe’s is
known far and wide for its homemade
pies. Pie selections include chocolate
meringue, lemon, pecan, apple,
pineapple cream cheese and sugar-free
German chocolate just to name a few.

Joe’s is conveniently located in
Irving at 425 W. Irving Blvd at O’Connor,
between historic downtown and the
Central Library. In Watauga, Joe’s can
be found at 5912 Denton Highway; and
Joe’s newest location is 310 Mitchell
Road in Mansfield.

DINING OUT

Irving High School’s boys basketball team won a high-spirited game against Grand
Prairie 52 to 46 on Jan. 14. Irving’s girls basketball team lost to Grand Prairie 48 to 43.

Matt Mungle

What do the Oscars really mean to you
and I? It is Hollywood’s greatest achievement
to be sure. At lease that is what we have all
been led to believe. But who convinced us
of that? Oh yeah, Hollywood. So does the
Oscar for Best Picture truly go to the best
picture or merely represent the moment and
not the longevity of a great film?

I examined a selection of the Oscar
winners from the past few years along with
their fellow nominees and found that many
of my now favorite movies lost to those that
I don’t really care to see again. Granted all
films are relevant and different flicks appeal
to different folks. But still, it makes you
wonder.

As time goes by, how do Oscar winners compare to the losers
For instance, since the 2000 Academy

Awards aired, the number of times I have
watched Chocolat, Erin Brockovich, and
Traffic (the losers) far outweighs my viewing
of Gladiator (the winner). Now that I think
about it, I bought two of the losers on DVD.

What about 2001? Again, I find myself
in possession of two of the losers, The Lord
of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring,
and Moulin Rouge, while I think I have seen
the winner, Beautiful Mind, only once.

How about 2002? The winner faired little
better this time. I actually own that year’s
Oscar winner, Chicago. But the losers
weren’t bad either: Gangs of New York, The
Hours, The Lord of the Rings: The Two
Towers, and The Pianist. I question what the
percentage of people who bought The Two

Towers as compared to Chicago? Trivial I
know, but still.

For fun lets just pick a random year from
the past. I won’t even look at the nominees
first. Let’s say: 1984. Looking...Well, the
winner was Amadeus. Based on the stage
play, it was the fictional telling of the story of
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, and the rivalry
between him and the composer of the Vienna
court, Salieri. It was nominated for 11 total
Oscars, and won 8. Not bad. I actually liked
this movie and I’ve seen it a handful of times.
My favorite line was, “A young man trying
to impress beyond his abilities. Too much
spice. Too many notes.” But is it my fav?
Sorry. It lost to The Killing Fields, A Passage
to India, Places in the Heart, and A Soldier’s
Story. Of that entire list Places in the Heart

would have to be my first choice. Starring
Sally Field and a couple of unknown guys
for that time named John Malkovich and
Danny Glover it is a movie that I could watch
over and over.

This might lead you to say, “Well, Matt,
maybe you just don’t know movies.” Does
anyone? I guess films would be in good
company with politics and religion. It’s hard
to state your opinion without stirring the
conversation pot. As this year’s Oscars draw
near keep an eye out. Not just for the
corporate triumphant but a few that might
just become your all time favorites.

With a Spin on entertainment, I’m Matt
Mungle.

Irving High vs. Grand Prairie
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Dell Computer
Now $14999

COMPLETE SYSTEM - 1 YR WARRANTY

Lap
Tops
$24999

In
Business
9 Years

COMPUTER SURPLUS
972-438-2767

Open: Mon-Sat 10am-6pm
Sun 12pm-6pm

2105 N.
O’Connor
Irving, TX

Hwy
183
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Military Surplus
Hunting & Camping
Knives - Tools

Carhartt
Paintball
Guns & Ammo

Family owned & operated since 1946

972.579.1971
600 E. Irving Blvd, TX 75060

Porter’s

Army & NavyFREE
DOG
TAG

with $20
min

purchase

Six students of United Family Karate Academy qualified to compete in the AOK Texas
State Championships. D.J. Gray (9), Lorraine Cruz (7), Scott Allen (8),  Jay McKey
instructor, and Alex Garcia (9) shown above Gissell Obregon (6) and Matt Wall (13) not in
picture.

The more than 800 employees of the Four
Seasons Resort and Club will host an all day
Yard Sale to raise money for more than 80
employees of the Four Seasons Maldives
who lost their homes and possessions.
Proceeds will also benefit special needs in
the immediate community of Kuda Huraa.
The Yard Sale is scheduled for Saturday,
January 29 from 7:00 am until Noon in the
Four Seasons Employee Parking lot located
on Byron Nelson Way between MacArthur
Boulevard and Leland.

Anyone interested in donating items,
except clothing, are invited to drop off their
goods on Wednesday, Thursday or Friday
from 8:00 am until 4:00 p.m. before the Yard
Sale. Employees will be available to receive
the items and store them in large trucks before
the sale.

Four Seasons Resort and Club to
host yard sale for employees in
Maldives affected by tsunami

Resort Manager, Michael Sherck, is
leading the project and hopes to raise several
thousand dollars to assist Four Seasons
employees who were left literally with
nothing but the clothes they were wearing.

“It’s really been a tragic experience for
them,” Mr. Sherck said. “Four Seasons
employees are like family no matter what part
of the world they are working in. In fact,
several people who have worked in Dallas
were working at our property in the
Maldives.”

Four Seasons Hotels and Resorts around
the world are holding similar fundraisers this
month to aid employees affected by the
tragedy.

The Las Colinas Symphony Orchestra
presented its third concert of the 2004-2005
Season, Strauss, not stress…! featuring
pianist Dickran Atamian and guest
conductor Jacopo Doro on Jan. 15, 2005.

Dickran Atamian has enjoyed a career
that has spanned a quarter-century and
covered four continents. He has established
himself as a pianist of dazzling style,
meaningful and exquisite musical insights,
and an unmatched visceral excitement. Mr.
Atamian is the winner for numerous
international competitions including the

The Las Colinas Symphony Orchestra features Dickran
Atamian, pianist in concert at the Irving Arts Center

Naumburg International Piano Competition
held at Carnegie Hall. Mr. Atamian’s recent
and upcoming engagements include the
Phoenix Symphony, San Diego Symphony,
Edmonton Symphony, Orquesta Sinfónica de
Castilla de Leon and the National Orchestra
of China in Beijing.

Mr. Atamian joins the Las Colinas
Symphony under the baton of Italian
conductor, Jacopo Doro. Maestro Doro is the
founder of the Milano Chamber Orchestra

with conducting credits in Germany, Austria,
France, Portugal and Japan.

The Las Colinas Symphony Orchestra
credits its Music Director, Robert Carter
Austin for its continued outstanding and
diverse orchestral programming. Maestro
Austin’s background encompasses over 30
years of professional music experience and

includes degrees from MIT, Cambridge
University, and Stanford University. Maestro
Austin’s musical experience includes
conducting performances in countries
including: Korea, Ukraine, Canada, Italy,
Spain, China, France, Germany, Mexico,
Bulgaria, Ecuador, Columbia, Philippines,
Guatemala, Dominican Republic and the
United States.

Karate students qualify
for State Championships

Dickran Atamian plays piano with the Las Colinas Symphony Orchestra.
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Kathy’s Plant KottageKathy’s Plant KottageKathy’s Plant KottageKathy’s Plant KottageKathy’s Plant Kottage

FARM FRESH
FRUITS &VEGETABLES

308 W. Irving Blvd.   972-659-1800

Hours:  Mon. - Sat.  8:00 - 6:00

VINE RIPE TOMATOES

Perry Walsh
The MacArthur High School After Prom

Committee will host a golf tournament at the
Bear Creek Golf Club on March 18, 2005.
Proceeds from the tournament will benefit
the graduating seniors by providing a safe
place for them to celebrate after the prom.

According to the Texas Department of
Transportation, each year students are killed
in auto accidents after attending their prom.
These deaths are attributed to after prom
parties involving alcohol and drugs. For the

Golf tournament to benefit
MacArthur High School seniors

last eight years, MacArthur High School
senior parents have formed this committee
to provide seniors with a safe alternative.

Community members can support the
MacArthur High School after prom party by
becoming a sponsor and/or by playing in the
golf tournament. With the community’s help,
the after prom committee hopes to raise
$18,000.00. For additional information, please
contact Perry Walsh at 469.387.7769 or Ronda
Huffstetler at 214.663.8979.

Rick Hall
The Alliance Youth Hockey Association

(AYHA) moved their operations and training
activities to the Dr. Pepper StarCenter in Valley
Ranch.

As a result of the NHL Dallas Stars
moving to their new home in Frisco, and the
Dallas Jr. Stars Select moving to the new
StarCenter in Farmer’s Branch, the Valley
Ranch location in Irving became available
and provided the perfect location for the
Alliance Bulldogs.

Based out of the Dr. Pepper StarCenter
in Euless for their first 3 years, the AYHA
was originally established to provide an elite
travel “A” program at the Squirt, Peewee,
and Bantam levels. Alliance’s inaugural year,
the 2001-2002 season, was so successful, that
Alliance added a Midget team for the 2002-
2003 season. Since then they have continued
to upgrade their teams, both in quantity and
quality. The AYHA currently fields 8 teams
at the A, AA, and AAA levels.

AYHA encompasses an “Alliance” of
coaches, players, and parents to ensure
proper player education and development to
successfully compete at the highest level and
maintain the integrity of the game of hockey.
The goals of Alliance are to continually work
with the hockey community in the Dallas Fort
Worth area in trying to improve and promote
the development of hockey players. 

The Alliance Bulldogs are currently
leasing more than 6,000 square feet of the
Irving facility that was formerly occupied by
the Dallas Stars NHL team: locker rooms,
coaches offices, stick & skate repair room,
player lounge area, and showers. Most

Alliance Youth Hockey Association’s moves to
Valley Ranch StarCenter rink & training facility

importantly, the space includes a very large
training area complete with a variety of
training equipment, including free weights,
plyometric exercise apparatus, and stationary
equipment.  Alliance is currently in the
process of planning for the re-configuring
and upgrade of the areas to better serve their
players, parents, and families.

Alliance also moved their trophy cases
and banners from Euless to the their new
location in Valley Ranch. The trophy cases
are located upstairs in the viewing area,
where the public can see pictures of the
current teams, as well as many of the awards
the teams have earned in tournaments both
here and around the country, including the
USA Hockey National Championships last
spring.

Plans are currently being finalized for
hanging the many banners they have won
over the last 4 seasons, with room to add
more in the future.

Moving their operations to Irving gives
Alliance a more centralized location to better
serve their members, many of whom come
from all areas of the DFW Metroplex. With

their Spring Training Camp 2005 coming up
this spring and tryouts to follow soon
thereafter, the Alliance Youth Hockey
Association is looking forward to many
successful seasons as a new neighbor in the
Valley Ranch area of Irving. For more
information about Alliance, go to
www.alliancehockey.org.

Alliance bulldogs’ PeeWee AA team, wearing red and blue uniforms, challenges the St.
Louis Twin Bridges during the Texas Star Winter Classic Tournament at Valley Ranch
StarCenter on Jan. 15. The game ended in a 1 to 1 tie. Alliance’s PeeWee AA took third
place in the tournament’s PeeWee Red Division.
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Home - Commercial - Automobile Insurance

MI PUEBLO SERVICES, INC.

Income Tax: Electronic & Regular - Notary Public - Passport & Immi-
gration Pictures - Complete Almost Any Type of Forms - English & Span-
ish Translations - Travel Agency - Mortgage Loans

927 E. Pioneer Dr.
Irving, TX 75061

Phone:  972.445.1243
Fax:  972.438.1953

1.877.4TEXMED

Clifton Cottage AntiquesClifton Cottage AntiquesClifton Cottage AntiquesClifton Cottage AntiquesClifton Cottage Antiques
2105 W. Shady Grove Road, Irving, TX 75060

alp4411@airmail.net
972-399-8000

Furniture, Glassware, Toys, Crafts, Collectibles
Sun - Fri 1 pm - 6 pm    Sat 10 am - 6 pm

OBITUARIES

RELIGIOUS

EDDIE COBB
Eddie Cobb, age 59, of Irving, TX, passed

away on Tuesday, Jan. 11, 2005. 
Mr. Cobb was born on June 25, 1945 in

Shreveport, LA. He married Amanda Stanley
in Houston, TX on December 27, 1975. Mr.
Cobb was a safety and environmental
administrator for Transpro Inc. 

Survivors include, wife, Amanda Cobb
of Irving, TX; daughter, Angela Cobb of
Houston, TX; step-children, Carmen D.
Anthony and Roger Bonanno both of
Houston, TX; brother, Frank Cobb of MO;
grandchildren, Ashley Anthony, Colton
Bonanno and Keith Wilson.

PEGGY JACO
Peggy Jaco, age 61, of Irving, TX, passed

away on Wednesday, January 12, 2005. 
Mrs. Jaco was born on November 23,

1942 in Honeygrove, TX. She married Harold
Jaco in Hugo, OK on February 12, 1960. Mrs.
Jaco worked for Levines Clothing Store for
ten years. 

Survived by, husband Harold Jaco of
Irving, TX; daughters, Terri Delmark and
husband James of Grand Prairie, TX, Kim
Anderson and husband Art of Euless, TX;
son, Michael Jaco and wife Peggy of
Winnsboro, TX; sisters, Shirley Sandlin of
Forney, TX, Betty Myers of Houston, TX,
Patricia Bolden of Pensicola, FL; brother,
Johnny Akard of McKinney, TX; and 9
grandchildren.

LA VERNE “VERNE” BEDFORD
La Verne

“Verne” Bedford
passed away
January 12, 2005 in
Irving.

He was born on
July 2, 1929 in
Southland, TX.
Survived by his wife
Dorothy Bedford of

RUBY JEWEL HALL
Ruby Jewel Hall, age 90, a resident of

Mabank, Texas for three years, formerly of
Irving, Texas, died Jan 11, 2005 at East Texas
Medical Center in Athens, Texas.

Born June 13, 1914 in Clarksville,
Arkansas, to James and Maggie Smith
Swinford, she married Arvle Augustus Hall
May 18, 1931 in Arhille, Oklahoma. He
preceded her in death. A homemaker, she was
a former candymaker at Peter Paul Company
in Dallas for fourteen years.

Survivors include her daughter Elvalda
Rose Murrell and husband Jimmy of West
Tawakoni, TX; daughter Shirley Hall of
Virginia; son Gilbert Hall of Mabank;
grandchildren Sharon Carroll and husband
Ricky of Mabank, Carl Burnett of Irving,
Peggy Whatley, Carla Enderby, and Carolyn
Burnett, all of Dallas; fifteen great
grandchildren and nine great-great
grandchildren

Memorials may be made to the Parkland
Foundation, Attn:  Pediatric Burn Intensive
Care Unit, 2777 N. Stemmons Freeway, #1700,
Dallas, TX 75207

MARGARET JANE ORR
Margaret Jane

Orr, of Irving, passed
away Saturday,
January 15, 2005.

She was born
September 5, 1932 in
Roanoke, Texas.
Preceded in death by
her husband, William
Orr, she is survived

by sons, William Orr, Jr. of Irving, Texas and
Charles Orr of Benbrook, Texas; daughters,
Ellen Wagner of Hillsboro, Texas, Cathy
Burns of Irving and Karen Orr of Irving.

ANNETTE JANE ALLEN
Annette Jane Allen, of Irving, passed

away Thursday January 13, 2005.
She was born October 8, 1926 in

Harlingen, Texas. Preceded in death by her
husband, Joseph Allen, she is survived by
sister-in-law, Doris Tullos and husband
James; sister-in-law Joyce Allen of
Pensacola, Florida and several nieces and
nephews.

If desired, memorial donations may be
made to Beltline Road Church of Christ, 1202
N. Beltline Rd, TX 75061.

LUIS LOPEZ, JR.
Luis Lopez, Jr.,

of Irving, passed
away Sunday
January 16, 2005.

Mr. Lopez was
born November 20,
1962 in Dallas, Texas.
Son, Luis Vallejo and
wife Laura of Irving;

daughter, Cande Kraft of Dallas; brothers Joe
Lopez, Martin Lopez, Raymond Lopez, all of
Irving; sisters Maria Lopez of Irving, Rosanna
Lopez of Dallas, Lourdes Lopez of Irving and
Teresa Lopez of Dallas; and 3 grandchildren
survive him.

RUBY BUCHER
Ruby Bucher, of

Terrell, Texas and
formerly of Irving,
passed away
Monday, January 17,
2005.

Born one of
seven children in
Celina in 1911, Ruby
was preceded in

death by her husband John Homer Bucher
after 57 years of marriage. She is survived by
son and daughter-in-law, Bobby and Minnie
Bucher of Terrell; sister Marguerite Hartronft
of Kent, Washington, 2 grandchildren and 1
great grandchild.

Ruby was a former resident of Irving for
49 years. An avid gardener and hostess, she

enjoyed cooking, dominoes, bird watching
and the Texas Rangers. A loving mother,
grandmother, great grandmother and friend
to many, “Aunt Ruby” will be dearly missed.
A graveside service will be held January 20,
2005 at Sowers Cemetery, Irving, Texas.

Arlington; sons Ron Bedford of Dallas; Brian
Bedford of Arlington; Richard Bedford of
Arlington; daughter Susan Stooksberry of
Sachse; sister Shirley Gist of Houston and 2
grandchildren.

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE
AT

irvingrambler.com
ask about listings in our online
marketcenter.  Over 300 Local

Businesses featured.
for information call 214-675-6493

Dr. Jim Gerlach, Oak View Baptist Church
Bill Mason may be the “greatest” jewel

thief that ever lived.  It is difficult for me to
associate greatness with robbery, but during
his thirty-year career Mr. Mason stole more
than $35 million worth of jewelry from scores
of wealthy celebrities. Bob Hope, Phyllis
Diller and even Tarzan (Johnny Weissmuller)
fell victim to his carefully constructed heists.
Amazingly, Mason managed to convince
Christie’s and Sotheby’s to fence his stolen
goods and evade arrest during a five-year
nationwide manhunt.  For all his crimes, Bill
Mason spent less than three years in prison.
Now he is legally receiving money for his
crimes through his best-selling confessional
entitled, “Confessions of a Master Jewel
Thief.”

The New Testament records the story of
a couple who attempted the crime of the

The crime that never pays
millennium. In Acts 5, a husband and wife
duo, Ananias and Sapphira concocted an
elaborate scheme to steal from God. But
unlike Bill Mason their crime was immediately
discovered and judgment was swift and
deadly. It is an especially serious offense to
steal from God. No one can steal from God
and get away with it.

So how do we rob God? We steal from
God when we withhold money that belongs
to Him. But we are often more cunning in our
approach. What about the times we take
credit for some blessing while failing to
acknowledge God as the source? Are you
using your God- given gifts in such a way
that his name is honored? Have you ensured
that your 2005 calendar sets aside the time
necessary to accomplish His plans and His
purposes for your life? We can’t afford to
pay the price that comes with stealing from
the One who gave us everything we have.

Ben Vavra drove his ‘32 Ford five window deuce coupe to the Central Library to gather
research materials about the coupe’s brake system.

Everyone enjoys summer-like weather



The DFW Humane Society, 1611 West Irving Blvd, Irving, TX 75061 972-253-3333

Animals PresentlyResiding At

The DFW Humane Society

Stemmons foundation pledges $100,000 annual
matching funds grant for each of the next five years.

“We are raising funds to build a new shelter; named Corky’s
Cottage. Corky’s Cottage is going to be about 10,000 square
foot facility. We bought 2.2 acres adjacent to our current facility.
We have done all of the architectural renderings, everything is
done for the new facility; now comes the hard part, raising the
$2.4 million that we need to get it up and running,” Darryn
Pope, the D/FW Humane Society board president.

Every dollar you send is worth two dollars with the grant.

Tigger
Breed: Mix
Sex: Female
Weight: about 40 lbs.
Age: about 2 years
Color: White & Black

Max
Breed: DSH
Sex: Male / Neutered
Weight: about 17 lbs.
Age: about 7 years
Color: Black & White

Reason for Surrender: Moved and can’t take
him.
Comments: Max is good with children and other
pets. He came in with his companion, Patches. He
is declawed and friendly

Reason for Surrender: Found as a stray.
Comments: I’m a 2-year-old mixed breed girl
and since I’m quiet, a little shy, and small.
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Mason’s

Pharmacy
Serving the Community of Irving since 1972

Does your “chain drug store” know you?

We Will!!
- Prescriptions filled while you wait.
- Over-the-counter medication available to compliment your treatment with
counseling from a pharmacist you know and trust.
- Delivery service available.
- Drive - Thru.

2101 West Airport Freeway
(972) 252-8644
www.masonspharmacy.com

Scott Lindsey RPh - Pharmacist/Owner

Hours:
M-F 8:30am - 6:00pm
Sat. 9:00am - 2:00pm

SERVICES

Mark Doerner, M.D.

Dear Doctor: I had all the usual
vaccinations as a child. I’m now 53 years old
and was wondering if I need any more
immunizations.

Dear Kind Reader: As an adult there are
some immunizations that you need. If you
had your series of tetanus/diphtheria
immunizations as a child, you will need a
booster shot every ten years. In the event
that you get a puncture wound, bite, cut,

scrape, or any injury needing stitches, you
may need an extra tetanus shot. Your doctor
can assess the wound and advise you
appropriately.

It is recommended that all adults over
the age of 50 have a flu shot every year if the
supply is adequate and you are not allergic.
In addition, some adults younger than age
50 should have one, such as those with
chronic illnesses, their caregivers, and
women who are anticipating pregnancy
during the flu season.

Jess Paniszczyn
Rated: PG-13
Starring: Samuel L. Jackson, Robert Ri’chard,
Ashanti, Rick Gonzales

For every rule there is an exception.
- I comes before C except after E.

- Marriage is a sacred, long-term commitment
except for celebrities.

- Students must earn good grades to advance
in school except athletes.

Exceptions become the fodder of
newspapers and reality television until they

Movie Review - Coach Carter

Ask the Doctor
What immunizations should adults receive, if any?

When you reach the age of 65 you will
need a pneumonia vaccine. Those under the
age of 65 who have chronic illnesses may
benefit from a pneumonia vaccine as well.
Your doctor will be able to advise you about
this based on your specific medical history.

There are a number of other
immunizations available that may be
appropriate for adults based on age and risk
factors. These include hepatitis A and B,
measles/mumps/rubella, chickenpox,
meningococcal vaccine, and several travel-
related immunizations. Again, your doctor
will be able to make recommendations based
on your specific needs.

Immunizations are one of the most
effective ways to prevent illness; so please
see your doctor and make sure you are up to
date on all of your shots.

Dr. Mark Doerner is an internist with
North Texas Health Care Associates,
conveniently located on the campus of
Baylor Medical Center at Irving.

The material presented here is provided
for your general information and is not
intended to be a substitute for professional
medical advice or instruction. Please consult
your health care professional for advice
relating to a medical problem or
condition. Physicians are employees of
HealthTexas Provider Network® and are
neither employees nor agents of Baylor
Health Care System, or Baylor Health Care
System’s subsidiary, community or affiliated
medical centers. ©2004 Baylor Health Care
System 

seem to be normal. In 1999, Coach Carter
(Samuel Jackson) took a stance against one
exception. He created a basketball program
at Richmond High School in California that
required athletes be held accountable as
students. When the students failed his
program, school and themselves, Coach

Carter made headlines when he refused to
allow his undefeated team to continue to
practice or play games until every team
member had a C average.

Samuel Jackson is the moving force that
makes this film work; without Jackson this
would barely make a movie of the week.
Jackson is an imposing figure ready to take
on students, parents, school officials, the
community and press. As Coach Carter, he
fills the screen with more inspiring speeches
and platitudes than a traveling preacher. He
becomes a creature of legend, an iron-fisted
disciplinarian with a heart of gold.

It is difficult to believe that Coach Carter
grew up, owns a business and lives in the
community, played basketball for and then
graduated from Richmond High School and
yet remains so out of touch with these
people’s lives. Coach Carter’s naiveté leads
him to expect scholastic excellence simply
because a group of teens sign a piece of
paper. Thrown into an arena of complex social
and economic realities, Carter’s reasoning
seems as simple and magical as that of a small
child. The movie beats the education drum
over and over in an effort to convince the
audience that Coach Carter is the only viable
solution for these kids.

After all the games are played and the
sound track fades, I was left wondering how
much a contribution Coach Carter really made
in these kids lives. Teachers, parents, mentors
and members of every community affect the
lives of children for the better every day. At
the end of the film, we learn that six team
members went on to college, five on
scholarship. For all the drama and publicity
caused by Carter’s actions, six students - at
least one of which was college bound before
the movie began, don’t seem like a large
improvement.

The basketball was good, the sound
track was great, and several young actors
gave good performances, but something
about the story rang hollow. In the realm of
similar movies, Coach Carter falls short of
other sports dramas like Hoop Dreams and
Friday Night Lights, and very far short of
Stand and Deliver.

Sharon Barbosa-Crain
It was a Christmas season much like the

one that just passed. The weather was cold,
but expectations were high. People were
bustling about, pressing into the stores for
holiday surprises. For one young mother,
intent on finding a way to provide Christmas
cheer for her three small children, this
Christmas would change her life.

It was Irving of 35 years ago. Downtown
was really downtown, not yet succumbed to
Plymouth Park and the old bank building was

Irving’s tallest building. Las Colinas was still
just a funny name to most and the Dallas
Cowboys had not yet come to town. A
community on the cusp of growth, it remained
for the moment a small town.

The young mother, a tall and beautiful
blond, turned her artistic ability into a part-
time job as a self-taught sign painter.
Innovatively, she taught herself how to paint
words backward. Local businesses needed
signs; and during the holidays, liked to
decorate their windows. For a fee, she
garnished their windows with cheerful art.

One such businessman was a successful
local attorney. Quick-witted, community-
oriented, he was already a vital part of the
city. First he hired her to paint his office
windows. Then he married her.

James and Helen Widener have been
integral parts of Irving for over three decades.
For years James was the prominent member
of the family, running a title company, and
the chamber of commerce, serving for a time
as a municipal judge, building shopping
centers and beautiful residential
communities. But, always, Helen Widener

was quietly creating her own identity, one
that has led to James describing himself as
“Mr. Helen Widener”.

Helen was born in Arkansas. Her family
was large-and poor. They moved often as
many people did in the mid-twentieth century,
seeking better lives for their families. All family
members had their responsibilities, and often
the children worked alongside the parents.
It was during one of those times when the
young Helen was in the cotton fields of West
Texas with her parents that she was sprayed
along with the crop. She became so ill she

Helen Ogden Widener a journey from struggling mother to author

See WIFE, Page 12



January 20, 2005 Page 11The Irving Rambler 214-675-6493

Antiques &
Collectibles

FOR SALE-Hot Wheels
Collection-Treasure Hunts,
Final Runs and many other
series 972-438-4522

ANTIQUES TREASURE
HOUSE - Lowest prices, weekly
inventory, layaway available,
furniture collectibles, Canine
Accessories, Consignments,
214-542-3950.

Appliances
Heavy duty washer or dryer only
$97 Great condition 972-670-
1999

Auto Parts
A/C Compressors for Auto’s
General Mechanics, Elect-
rical, & Upholstery. We have
the lowest prices Nationwide !
Conveniently located in Irving,
TX. Call 888 317-2025 or visit
us at3367 Conflans Rd.,
Irving 75061. Ask for Joe or
Richard

Business
Opportunity

FREE Airline Tickets for taking
a look at becoming a Travel
Agent. Unlimited Income
Potential  1-888-314-8005  No

Experience Required.

Best Home Based Business
O p p o r t u n i t i e s
Our comprehensive business
program provides you with all
help, and support you need to
start your Home-Based Business
today. Excellent Earnings, and
Benefits. Call now 214 729-
4877 - Ask for Mark Hoyle.

Needed !  Representatives to
help launch our business in the
city of Irving. Make up to $500
per week p/t.  No sales
involved.  Must be at least 18
years old. Call 877 481-1144

Repair
Carpentry, painting, misc.

repairs. Handyman, odd jobs.
214-277-1895  Jerry

Equipment
GBC Bindery equipment and
large quantity of supplies Best
offer.  214-478-2915

Health
A Unique, Exclusive

Proprietary Product Taking
the World by Storm

Unlimited potential Once-in-a-
Lifetime Opportunity Call

Now 972-259-3058

LIMU MOUI
Amazing Life-Enhancing
Benefits! A Unique Nectar that
helps achieve optimal health
Call Now 972-259-3058

Duplex
Duplex 2bed/1bath/1 w/d con
ch/a appl. no pets $600 + dep
972-986-7687   972-790-4214

Help Wanted
Sales

Advertising Sales representative
with newspaper or on-line
experience needed. 214-675-
6493

Immediate Opening
Full time cashier needed for
convenience store/gas station in
Irving area. Call 972-513-0276
after 8 p.m. 972-986-1979

Caregivers needed
Caregivers needed now for
contract services. We are
looking for loving honest and
dependable caregivers to work
with people in need in our
community. This is a good
opportunity for students, retired
individuals, and those making
career changes. If your are
interested in making a difference
in the life of a special person
and making some money, please
call to day - 972-841-5120. Ray
of Sunshine Sitting Service of
Carrollton

Education
Assistant director and
preschool teacher for First
Class Learning Center  972-
790-4214 Fax 972-313-9464
alp4411@airmail.net

Private Tutoring
K-Adult reading, phonics,
math, English, GED, etc.
Assist Homeschool
Experienced and Highly
Recommended
Carol Cunningham
972-254-3032

REWARD
For information leading to the
arrest and conviction of the
person or persons who broke
into and removed items from a
vehicle on Senter Valley, Irving.
Call 214-675-6493

Travel
FREE Airline Tickets for
taking a look at becoming a
Travel Agent. Unlimited
Income Potential
1-888-314-8005
No Experience Required.

PRE-PAID LEGAL SERVICES,INC.
Providing quality legal care for

North America’s families since 1972

If your are interested in a full or part-time marketing
opportunity, or would like to know more about our legal service

plans, call your Independent Associate today.

Richard Estrada - 877.481.1144
Visit us at:  www.richardestrada.com

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.
When you place a classified advertisement in the Rambler, we
publish it online at no additional charge. The Irving Rambler
does not accept submission of an advertisement as a
commitment to publish.  Publication of an advertisement does
not create an obligation to continue publishing.  The Irving
Rambler reserves the right to refuse to publish any
advertisement for any reason.  Ads promoting hate groups, or
including inappropriate material will not be published.  E-mail
addresses will only be published if included in the copy of
your classified ad.
To purchase classified ads, call 214-675-6493.

ADVERTISING PRICES

First 15 words $7.00
Each additional word $0.20
Bold, Caps, border $7.00

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Online & In print call for
information

IRVING RAMBLER MARKETCENTER
Online & In print

IRMC Business Directory

Antiques
We offer the lowest prices with
constantly changing inventory
on Antique furniture, collec-
tibles and canine accessor-
ies.214-542-3950

Carriing furniture, glassware,
toys, crafts & collectibles. 972-
399-8000

Hair
Enjoy personal day spa services
without the Las Colinas prices
972-438-4550

Insurance
Bill Hooten Insurance Agency,
Inc. Celebrating 30 years with
State Farm 972-409-9940

Bruce Stone Insurance Agency-
Insurance and Financial
Services 972-986-8822

Motorcycles
Killa’ Cycles is a privately
owned company in the Dallas,
Texas area dedicated to the craft
of motorcycles. we specialize in
custom motorcycle design and

construction. 972-313-2196

Photography
Reasonable prices for your own
special event 469-855-8076

Resumes
Home of the $65 resume package
972-257-1329

Special Events
Our grounds feature richly
detailed landscaping, compli-
mented by fountains and garden
statues. We have a variety of
garden ornaments that make our
facility ideal for your wedding
or special occasion. 972-438-
6686

Tax Services
Providing complete income tax
services. electronic and paper
filing available. 972-445-1243

Web Services
Web Designers and
Web Solutions Providers for the
Serious Business 877-513-0553

L A N J E L I C A H U S T O N U O H Y T R G D R A C F I H J K D C
B E C D R J J L G D I B F G L E N N C L O S E D B G R D A L F I E
W D O O W T S A E T N I L C V C H I N S T E P U G I H M F A Y R N
I E X N J A E I F G E D O P I L F D R H A N I O E A I U I A A F Y
L A V B A B G U D F A R E R L S D E P Y I N B E O E L H D M T G A
L D T F S R B I C E I U S D X F L E A J V U V S F B A G S L I G P
I W D R O J D H H K S L H L I L A D L E A S T O F K R O H G G C T
A O R E N S W O N N R P T H E S P B G D E L X E R P Y N K T R G A
M O G H B E N W D N T G E S Y R N S H S H X X N E N S M L N A I Y
S D R C A C R A J I P O R R R D G I P X T P J D Y T W K D I H O L
H O M T T H G R I R C E A X A R S D A F T H N B R M A O L A A H O
A T I A E I N D K W T A N N E T T E B E N I N G U E N U R A K K R
T P S H M L R S W E T G P U I K E W P U S S N U S A K U S D S O L
N H D I A P R H P D M A R R E S E A E J L E G S H K C U T P I N E
E F A R N C L O S E R F G S I W G Y F I U G H U V O J K I I R H A
R G H E A S T R N F T K O V J O T S I K A O H T U R H R G T A E R
J T H T K I U E R N A T A L I E P O R T M A N M W G E V D N M D G

Movies
Actor, Drama: Leonardo DiCaprio, “The Aviator.”
Actor, Musical or Comedy: Jamie Foxx, “Ray.”
Actress, Drama: Hilary Swank, “Million Dollar Baby.”
Actress, Musical or Comedy: Annette Bening, “Being Julia.”
Director: Clint Eastwood, “Million Dollar Baby.”
Foreign Language: “The Sea Inside,” Spain.
Original Score: Howard Shore, “The Aviator.”
Original Song: “Old Habits Die Hard” from “Alfie,” by Mick Jagger and David A. Stewart.
Picture, Drama: “The Aviator.”
Picture, Musical or Comedy: “Sideways.”
Screenplay: Alexander Payne and Jim Taylor, “Sideways.”
Supporting Actor: Clive Owen, “Closer.”

 Golden Globe
winners for

2005

Supporting Actress: Natalie Portman, “Closer.”
Television
Actor, Drama: Ian McShane, “Deadwood.”
Actor, Miniseries or TV Movie: Geoffrey Rush, “The Life and Death of Peter Sellers.”
Actor, Musical or Comedy: Jason Bateman, “Arrested Development.”
Actress, Drama: Mariska Hargitay, “Law & Order: Special Victims Unit.”
Actress, Miniseries or TV Movie: Glenn Close, “The Lion in Winter.”
Actress, Musical or Comedy: Teri Hatcher, “Desperate Housewives.”
Drama Series: “Nip/Tuck,” FX.
Miniseries or TV Movie: “The Life and Death of Peter Sellers,” HBO.
Musical or Comedy Series: “Desperate Housewives,” ABC.
Supporting Actor, Series, Miniseries or TV Movie: William Shatner, “Boston Legal.”
Supporting Actress, Series, Miniseries or TV Movie: Anjelica Huston, “Iron Jawed Angels.”

The Irving Rambler MarketCenter is a new addition to our newspaper.
Businesses can now utilize the online marketcenter to reach a completely
different reader than the newspaper reaches. By advertising both online
and in print companies can enjoy the best of both worlds.

Visit the Irving Rambler MarketCenter at

www.IrvingRambler.com
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J. Paulson Salon & Spa
Irving’s Finest Salon & Spa offers:

CALL  972.438.4550

824 E Shady Grove Rd., Irving, TX 75060
Only 10 minutes from Las Colinas

C o u p o n

E x p i r e s  Feb. 15, 2005 -  c o u p o n  r e q u i r e d

Bio-Ionics
Relaxers
Massages
Waxing

Hair Cuts & Styles
Highlights & Color & Perms
Microdermabrasion
Manicures & Acrylics

Facials
Spa Pedicures
Up Styles
Extentions

After Christmas Sale
40% OFF

SELECT ITEMS
INCLUDING VARIOUS MAKEUP & BATH PRODUCTS

missed much of her school year, a time of
introspection that allowed her to learn how
to think and how to be happy even when
alone.

Helen’s mother was strict in demanding
her children learn the task at hand and turn
in a good job. She taught her daughter to
have confidence in her abilities and to show
determination in her pursuits. She
encouraged Helen to give more than was
expected of her. Helen attributes much of
what she has accomplished to these
teachings.

She recalls, prior to her marriage to
James, trying to buy a car in her own name
and being unable to, not because she had no
job history, nor because she had insufficient
income, but because she was a woman. The
hard work of providing a living for her
children was virtually unrewarded in the
man’s world of that time. Such experiences
gave her a strong sense of self and
competence.

As the wife of James, however, Helen
found herself in the new position of not
having to work outside the home. Seizing
upon this as a new opportunity, she set about
making a solid and pleasant home for her
family. She sought out those creative outlets
that could be pursued without giving up her
position as a homemaker.

She enjoyed cooking, so she studied
and became an accomplished cook. James
loved horses, and began to raise them, so
she learned about the care and training of
horses, including their medical treatment. She
became an herbalist, learning the efficacy of
traditional treatments, and how to apply this
benefit to people as well as horses. She had
always loved history, so she began to study
the history of her family and that of James.
She began to write down what she learned,
and, suddenly, she was an author.

Helen has written two cookbooks and
two histories. She is well-known in Irving for
her Centennial cookbook, published in 2003.
The Centennial Cookbook is a charming
collection of stories of Irving residents and
their families along with favorite and often
unique recipes reflecting the histories of the
contributors. The Cookbook outsold all other
items offered during the Centennial.

However, it is her most recent work that
is likely to set her apart. This historical tale,
James Mackay, A Man to Cherish, based on
extensive and meticulous research, tells the
story of an ancestor of her husband, James
Mackay. Mackay was a surveyor and map-
maker whose 1795 expedition up the Missouri
led to the drawing of the map used by the
Lewis and Clark Expedition. Mackay was little
known until Helen’s research and her efforts

led to new historical documentations of
materials vital to US history.

It has been said, “Everyone has a story.”
We see that illustrated again in the life of
Helen Widener. So many who know Helen
have little understanding of where she came
from, and the uniqueness of her
accomplishments. Helen Widener’s story is

that of a determined, optimistic, talented
woman, who found positive outlets for her
creativity, and whose inventiveness has
rewarded not only her and her family, but an
entire community. The inspiration of her story
is that every community has people like Helen
Widener and every woman has the ability to
create her own story.

Wife and mother finds her own identity in creative outlets
Continued from page 10

Creating winter crafts

Darrow Frazier helps his daughter, Cassie, make a water bottle snowman during the Central
Library’s Winter Crafts.


