
Janicans: Joseph Alaniz, Derek Pittman, DeShawn Davis, Sergio Quinpinilla, Erik Galban and Robert
Belize won Best Band. (Performers not listed in order shown)
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Approximately 900 people,
most of them teenagers, attempted
to squeeze into the 700-seat
Carpenter Performance Hall in the
Irving Arts Center. As the first half
of Friday Nite Live hosted by the
Irving Youth and Youth ACTION
Council began, the Arts Center staff
prevented over a hundred people
from entering the theater.

Inside Carpenter Hall, high-
spirited audience members hooted,
stomped, danced, sang, yelled and
jockeyed for seats. Those without
seats stood, roamed and hid from
staff members in an effort to
prevent being evicted to the lobby
area. Waving signs in support of
performers, illuminating cell phones
in appreciation and at times
charging the stage to get a better
view of the action, the audience
proved as entertaining and fun as
the show.

On stage, over 40 of Irving’s
most talented and daring teens
competed to be named the best in
their category. Solo singers,

Friday Nite Live fills Carpenter Hall
with talented and entertaining teens

Over a hundred Irving
residents attended a Public Input
Hearing on Code Enforcement held
by the Community Services
Committee and on Jan. 25.

Well-organized and passionate
citizens gathered at city hall to voice
their views and opinions regarding
code enforcement. Some citizens
waited three hours for an
opportunity to air their concerns
regarding the regulation of codes
in the city, the updating of codes
and frustrations with local code
breakers. Several speakers brought
slides and prepared statements to
help define their positions.

Many speakers brought
evidence of code violations; while
others showed examples of
situations they feel should be
addressed by the inclusion of new
codes. A variety of topics were
presented including the early and
improper disposal of trash, vehicle

Concerned citizens attend Public
Input Hearing on code enforcement

musicians, dancers and bands
comprised a total of 20 acts.
Michael Jarobe and Daniel
Svoboda both of MacArthur High
School served as the evening’s
emcees. Between performances the
two emcees introduced upcoming
acts through skits and musical
numbers.

Jackie Madden, Irving Parks
and Recreation Special Activities

See TEENS, Page 8

Veronica Clayton, Kelsie Griffin
and Sharkari Griffin of 24/7 won
Best Variety.

Brittany Messer and Jessica
Willis won Best Dance.

Angelaca Piancentini won Runner-
up Soloist.

Former city council member, Jack Spurlock, address the Community Services Committee regarding citizen
proposed suggestions on new codes for single family rental homes.See CONCERNED, Page 5

Stars Select compete in
Silverstick tournament
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POLICE BRIEFS

Irving Police Department
Town Hall Meetings

Tuesday, February 1, 2005 - 7:00 P.M. - 9:00 P.M.
A meeting intended for community members that live and/or work south of S.H. 183

(residential and business)
Irving High School (auditorium)

900 N. O’Connor Rd.

Tuesday, February 15, 2005 - 7:00 P.M. - 10:00 P.M.
A meeting intended for community members that live and/or work north of S.H. 183

(residential and business)
Academy of Irving I.S.D. (auditorium)

4601 N. MacArthur Blvd.

We welcome and encourage your attendance

at the location. There were 4 adults and 2 children
inside the home; no one was injured. 15 shell
casings of 9mm were found in the street in front
of the home. Bullets that hit the home and the
shell casings were recovered and placed in the
property room.

Agg. Robbery: January 20, 2005 at 6:45 PM, a
suspect entered the Dollar General Store, 200
block E. Grauwyler, threatened the clerk with a
handgun, and demanded cash. He told the clerk to
put the cash in Dollar General bag, which the
clerk did. A witness outside recognized the
getaway driver and the suspect who actually
entered the store as people from the area of the
Skyway Inn. Officers immediately went to this
location and within about 30 minutes found the
suspect vehicle, then found the driver of the
suspect vehicle, who was arrested. Investigators
were called out and continued the investigation
with a search warrant on a room of the Knight’s
Inn, from which the suspect was arrested. He
also believes he may have identified the suspect
who actually went into the store.
 
Arson: On January 20, 2005 at 8:11 PM, a DART
bus driver called in a fire at the DART station
located at 4200 Jackson. The bus driver was able
to give a good description of two suspects, and
Irving Fire Marshall responded. He was able to
determine there were two separate points of
ignition. A DART Police Sergeant caught the two
suspects on the train at the Medical Center Station
in Dallas, and brought them back to Irving. Both
were arrested by Officers and taken to JDC
because they were juveniles with prior arrests.
The damage to the grassy area was estimated by
the amenities section of DART at $7500.

Theft U /$500: On January 21, 2005, at 12:25
PM, the business at 3600 block Conflans reported
that they had 3 tanks of propane stolen over
night. They were valued at $480.00. This is the
second of this type of theft in the last couple of
weeks that Officers have taken.
 
Sexual Assault / Late Report. Comp. (adult -
female) lives at the Knights Inn. She says that
three of the four men that she and her girl friend
allowed to spend the night on 1-21 - sexually
assaulted her.

 
Pursuit: On January 21, 2005, at about 4:00
AM, Officers stopped a suspicious vehicle in the
1900 block of E. Grauwyler. When he approached
the vehicle he noticed that it had a broken column.
The vehicle, which had three occupants then fled,
south out of the apartment complex, west on to
Grauwyler, and north on Viorin. This is actually
a very short chase as the entire distance is less
than ½ mile. The suspects all fled on foot, but
one was found hiding in a house in the 1800 block
Viorin. She had broken into the house stolen some
clothes and changed into them, then dropped a
bag of heroin where she changed. There was no
damage or injuries.

Burglary Building: January 22, 2005 12:20,
Crockett Middle School, 2431 Hancock. An
Assistant Principle at the school was in her office
doing some work - when a Juvenile Burglar, using
a pass key, opened the office door and came in.
There have been several burglaries / thefts at the
school lately, where a pass key was used. The
Asst. Principle says her pass key was one of the
things stolen lately. She detained the suspect and
called Police. Property was recovered from the
suspect’s bag - that was taken from school class
rooms today. The suspect is a student at Crockett.
She was released to JDC and charged with
Burglary.

Robbery:  January 24, 2005, 6:21 pm.  Officers
were dispatched to 1211 Meadow Creek on a
robbery. The complainant was walking home from
work; he works at Verizon. He was in the 1200
block of Meadow Creek, when the suspect walked
past him. When the suspect got hear him he was
punched in the face and his laptop was taken. A
vehicle pulled over and allowed the suspect to
get in and they both left the area.

Sudden Death:  January 25, 2005, 1:15 pm.
Officers were dispatched to 1200 block of Hidden
Ridge on an unconscious person.  When officers
arrived, paramedics were already transporting the
victim to Las Colinas Medical. She was
pronounced dead at the hospital. The victim is a
52 year old female. There were no signs of drugs
or foul play.

Ribbon Cutting - BI Express Office
Furniture: February 10th, 2005 @ 11 am /
1101 Valley View Ln.

Ribbon Cutting – CCS Holdings:
February 16th, 2005 @ 10:45 am / 300 E. Royal
Ln. #200

iCity Tech Council Luncheon
February 8th / 11:30 am – 1 am

The iCity Tech Council of the Greater
Irving – Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce

will host their next technology luncheon on
February 8, 2005 at the Four Seasons Resort
& Club, located at 4150 N. MacArthur Blvd.
Luncheon topic, “Communications for Just
Responders and the Importance of
Interoperability” will be presented by Michael
E. Jalbert of EF Johnson.

Mr. Jalbert is President/CEO of EF
Johnson Inc., one of the leading providers
of two way radios and communication for
federal, state and local agencies involved with
homeland security and public safety. He has

nearly 30 years of experience in corporate
management, fiscal responsibility and
revenue growth. Mr. Jalbert has held
numerous senior management positions with
satellite communications, voice and data
services corporations.

Please call 972-252-8484 to purchase
your ticket to attend. Ticket prices are $30
per person for ICTC members and $35 per
person for non-members.

Leads Luncheon
February 9, 2005 / 11 am – 1 pm

The Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber
of Commerce will host its monthly Leads
Luncheon at Bahama Breeze, located at 857
W. John Carpenter Frwy and from 11am –
1pm.

Bring 100-150 business cards for
networking, information about your
business to pass out, freebees, give-a-ways
and/or door prizes. Our members do lots of
fun things to promote their business during
our monthly Leads Luncheons!

Cost to attend $20 per person if paid in
advance or $25 at the door. Please RSVP, no
later than February 8th to attend. You can
call 972-252-8484 to RSVP and pay for your

Chamber of Commerce
attendance in advance. Be creative and start
increasing your bottom line today!

Women’s Group Networking Luncheon
February 16, 2005 / 11:30 am – 1 pm

The Greater Irving – Las Colinas
Chamber of Commerce Women’s Group will
host their monthly luncheon on February 16th
at the prestigious La Cima Club, located at
5215 N. O’Connor Rd. on the 26th floor.

You are invited to attend the February
luncheon, as keynote speaker Becky Bigbie,
Advocare, offers quickie healthcare
solutions and remedies for everyone.  Enjoy
learning easy tips on keeping stress free,
healthy and energized at home, from your
desk or even on a plane.

Make your plans to attend and bring a
friend, or two, or three! Our luncheons offer
outstanding information and networking
tools. Come lunch, learn and network to
create a business that works for you. Be sure
to bring business cards and promotional
information on your company, we have a
display table for our guest to use. Luncheon
cost is $15 in advance or $20 at the door. To
reserve your seat at any of the upcoming
events, call
972-252-8484.

Join Us for Valentine’s Day

Refreshments & Live Entertainment
Regular meeting of the

Irving Downtown Association
Tuesday February 1 - 6:30

At the Pigeon Hole

Bomb Squad Callout: On January 19, 2005 at
about 11:30am, Youth investigators were at
Centennial Park at 444 W.2nd, looking for any
evidence in a possible murder that happened
sometime ago. They were working off of a tip,
searching the area and found a metal ammo can
stuck inside a hollowed out tree. There was a
nylon cord tied to the handle running out of the
tree and tied to a root. The bomb squad was called
out and fired a pan disrupter at the box. Inside
the box, they found some trinkets and a card
indicating that the box was part of a GPS internet
treasure hunt.

Sexual Assault: January 19, 2005, 6:30 p.m.,
Officers were dispatched to Baylor Medical, on
a Sexual Assault. The complainant, who is 15
years of age, stated that on 1-15-05, unknown
time, the suspect, invited her to an apartment in
Irving. The suspect sexually assaulted her and
told her not to tell anyone. She finally reported
the incident to her mother on 1-18-05.

Deadly Conduct: January 20, 2005, 12:07 a.m.,
Officers were dispatched to a shots fired call at
200 block N. Irving Heights. Unknown suspect
or suspects drove by and fired at least 15 rounds

Blues Jam – Every Sunday
No Cover 6 – 10 p.m. Great Music
Great Musicians - Bring your guitar,

ticks or sax and join the fun

January 29, 2005 8-11 p.m. $5Cover
AJ & Blue Roux – High Energy Blues

Selorm Sam Flagome

(972) 870-7430 Tel 800-207-1359
Securities offered through Selorm Sam Flagome as a Registered
Representative of Nationwide Securities, Inc., P.O. Box 3430, Dublin, OH
43016, 866-323-2303. Member NASD, DBA Nationwide Advisory Services,
Inc., in AR, FL, IL, WV. DBA Nationwide Advisory Services in MA, NY, OK.

Story & Irving Blvd near Blockbuster

Life. Home. Auto. Peace of Mind.

1503 North Story Road
Suite 125
Irving, TX 75061

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
INSURER

CLAIMS REPORTIN ONLY
TOLL FREE DIAL 1 800 421-3635

WHATS HAPPENING AT

THE PIGEON HOLE
132 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 75060

www.thepigeonholeirving.com
For info contact David at 972-254-9222

Feb. 5, 2005 8-11 p.m. $5Cover
Rob Donavan & The Shakes

Mardi Gras Party!!

February 12, 2005
Dinner at 7:30 p.m. $20 per Person

Valentine’s Dinner Show
Featuring Becky & Kelly Cutler
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Kimberly-Clark (NYSE:KMB) named
Edwin Garcia to be its vice president of
corporate diversity and inclusion. Garcia was
previously CEO of the National Society of
Hispanic MBAs.

Great Lakes Development of Dallas
announced plans to break ground on a 6,000
sq ft retail building near the northwest corner
of MacArthur Boulevard and Cimarron Trail
in Valley Ranch. This will be a $1.0 million
project and is 60% pre-leased.

Tara Kersh has been named neighborhood
coordinator for the City of Irving.  She
provides support, resources and training for

Chamber of Commerce - Economic Development

Police Department community meetings:
The Irving Police Department will hold a town
hall meeting from 7 to 9 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 1,
at the Irving High School Auditorium, 900 N.
O’Connor Road, for residents and
businesses located south of State Highway
183. A second meeting will be held from 7 to
10 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 15, at the Academy of
Irving, 4601 N. MacArthur Blvd., for
residents and businesses located north of
State Highway 183.

Skywarn presentation:
Irving’s Emergency Management Office and
the National Weather Service will hold a
Skywarn presentation from 9 a.m. to noon

CITY BRIEFS
Saturday, Feb. 5, at the Central Library
Auditorium, 801 W. Irving Blvd. The program
is free and open to the public. For more
information, call (972) 721-6559.

Municipal Court:
Teen Court is seeking adult volunteers to
oversee jury check-in, supervise the juries
and participate in checking out defendants
after their cases have been heard. For more
information or to pick up an application, visit
Irving Teen Court at 305 N. O’Connor Road;
call (972) 721-3601; or e-mail
mtucker@ci.irving.tx.us. Applications are
also available at www.ci.irving.tx.us/courts/
welcomet.htm.

The City Council approved an agreement
last evening with the University of Dallas
and Southwest Premier Properties, the two
largest landowners adjacent to Texas
Stadium, to “standstill” whereby they will
not individually accept offers or proposals
on their separate land holdings. Each party
agreed to contribute $25,000 for preparation
of alternative development if the Dallas
Cowboys exit the facility in 2009. The initial
study plan should be completed in May 2005.
None of the owners are bound by the results
of this study and are not obligated to
collaborate further or fund subsequent
initiatives.

The Audit and Finance Committee
of the City Council has recommended
that the Council approve an increase in
funding of the economic development
contract with the Chamber for the current
fiscal year. The increase will be used to: (1)
develop updated marketing material for the
City, (2) pursue additional marketing activity
to help fill vacant space throughout the City
and (3) provide for technology

enhancements. The ED Team will report to
the Committee on its use of the funds. Final
approval by the City Council is anticipated
in February.

American Esoteric Laboratories Inc.
opened their newest facility in Irving at 6221
Riverside. The availability of a high-skilled
work force and airport access were key factors
in the company’s decision to consolidate its
Texas operations into Irving. The company
provides an extensive array of clinical tests
with the fastest turn-around on results in the
industry.

Irving based Austin-Tetra, Inc. has
appointed Rip Greenfield to vice president
of global alliances and business
development. Austin-Tetra is an
acknowledged leader in the supplier-
intelligence market place with its Supplier
Discovery and Web-based iNet Supplier
Information Management Solutions. Their
headquarters are at 6333 N. Hwy 161.

existing neighborhood and homeowner
associations and assists in the formation of
new groups. Tara came to Irving from the
City of Arlington where she had served as a
neighborhood specialist. The ED Team will
be working with Tara promoting Irving’s
residential opportunities to relocation
prospects.

The Community Services Committee
of the City Council will hold a public input
meeting on code enforcement in the City
Council Chamber on January 25th beginning
a 6:00 pm. The ED Team encourages
participation from its ED Investors and other
stakeholders.

“Thanks a Million” is much more than a
glib expression of appreciation for Irving’s
Four Seasons Resort and Club, according to
Irving Healthcare Foundation President John
Drake. Drake announced that charitable gifts
from the Four Seasons surpassed the historic
$1 million mark in December 2004 during the
Jan. 25 board meeting of the Greater Irving-
Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce.

The resort is the first corporation in the
foundation’s history to contribute more than
$1 million to enhance healthcare in Irving.
All of the gifts have benefited cancer-
treatment services provided at Baylor
Medical Center at Irving. Resort Public
Relations Director, Angela Enright, and
Marketing Director, John Blanton, were
present to respond to the announcement.

Enright also serves as a director of the Irving
Healthcare Foundation, while resort General
Manager Craig Reid also serves on the trustee
board of Baylor Medical Center at Irving.

 “The Four Seasons’ properties around
the world each support cancer care and
research efforts in their communities. It’s
such a privilege for the Las Colinas resort to
support efforts at a world-class facility such
as the Irving Cancer Center at the Baylor-
affiliated hospital here,” Enright said.

The resort’s gifts have been made
across two decades, with the most recent
contribution of $150,000 given last month.
This contribution represented the proceeds
from the 2004 COOL 18 (golf tournament) and
COOL 5K (family fun run/walk), which were
hosted at the resort last October.

“The Four Seasons’ gifts all have been
focused on cancer treatment and education.
Thanks to this focused generosity,
thousands of people in our city and our
region have had their lives extended and their
cancers cured. We truly are fortunate to have
the Four Seasons Resort as a generous
corporate citizen in Irving,” Drake noted.

A large part of the resort’s fund-raising
success in recent years has been a golf
marathon conducted by the resort’s Golf
Director, Paul Earnest. Sports Director, Robin
Scott’s, annual tennis marathon also raises

Four Seasons Resorts’ giving to Baylor Irving tops $1 Million
significant dollars through pledges made by
the resort’s Sports Club members. Earnest’s
single-day, 90-hole marathon in 2004 raised
$40,000 in sponsorships, and Scott’s tennis
event last year netted more than $17,000.
However, the resort’s entire family of
employees also contributes dollars raised by
bake sales, chili cook-offs and car washes.

The Irving Healthcare Foundation funds
healthcare programs, purchases medical
equipment and provides continuing health
education dollars for nurses and allied health
professionals. The foundation’s primary
beneficiary is Baylor Medical Center at
Irving, which is the closest not-for-profit
hospital for more than 250,000 people who
live and work in Irving, Coppell and northern
Grand Prairie. Although affiliated by an
operating lease with Dallas’ Baylor Health
Care System, the hospital remains owned by
a local hospital authority. Baylor Health Care
System and its foundation provide no
philanthropic support for the Irving hospital.
All contributions to the Irving Healthcare
Foundation are used specifically to help
Irving’s only charitable hospital expand its
facility and services, care for the needy and
provide continuing clinical education for its
staff.

More information about the foundation
and the Irving hospital are available at
www.irvinghealthcare.org.

Kathy’s Plant KottageKathy’s Plant KottageKathy’s Plant KottageKathy’s Plant KottageKathy’s Plant Kottage

FARM FRESH
FRUITS &VEGETABLES

308 W. Irving Blvd.   972-659-1800

Hours:  Mon. - Sat.  8:00 - 6:00

VINE RIPE TOMATOES

Four Seasons Resort and Club representatives, John Blanton and Angela Enright, are
recognized by Irving Healthcare Foundation President, John Drake during the Greater
Irving - Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce board meeting.
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SCHOOL BRIEFS
“The IISD McKinney-Vento program has

quickly established itself throughout the
community…and did an exemplary job of
fulfilling its [homeless] student reporting
responsibilities,” said the report.

IHS Senior Wins DAR Award
Jay Martin, a senior at Irving High

School, has been selected to receive a Good
Citizen Award from the White Oak Chapter
of the Daughters of the American
Revolution. Martin is the son of Suellen
Martin, instructional technology specialist
at Nimitz, and her husband John.

The Good Citizen Award is given by the
chapter each year to a student who exhibits
leadership, character and community
involvement. Martin will receive the award
on Feb. 7.

Lamar Teacher Tapped for IPAR Star
Ruby Walker, special education teacher

at Lamar Middle School, was presented with
a Super Star Award from the Irving Parks &

Recreation Department (IPAR) Jan. 10. The
award presented to employees or volunteers
who have made significant contributions to
Irving parks over the past year. The winner
is chosen by a vote of the IPAR Board of
Directors.

IISD Students Vote On Bluebonnet Books
More than 2,000 IISD students weighed

in online with their choice for the 2005
Bluebonnet Book Awards recently. While
most districts use paper ballots that are then
keyed into the state-wide vote, Irving ISD
webmaster Bob Harmon created a website
and database to collect all 2,072 votes.

Winners of the annual Texas Library
Association Bluebonnet Awards for
children’s literature will be announced later
this spring. For IISD, however, the winners
are in. Robert Blake’s Togo was the favorite
among 20 nominees with 266 votes. Second
and third places went to George
Washington’s Teeth by Deborah Chandra and
Madeleine Comora (222 votes) and My

IHS Student Attending NYLC
Jacob Worley, a senior at Irving High

School, is one of 400 students chosen from
across the nation to take part in the National
Young Leaders Conference in Washington,
D.C. this week. Worley and other students
will attend briefings, meet Washington
staffers and politicians, and take part in role-
play activities in which they will play the part
of the president or cabinet members facing
an international crisis, or members of
Congress debating and voting on mock
legislation. The conference runs from Jan. 25
to 30.

IISD Homeless Program Lauded
The Texas Homeless Education Office

recently gave Irving ISD high marks for its
implementation of a 2003-2004 Texas
Homeless Education Assistant Program
grant. The grant was funded through the
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act.
The grant administrator, Toni Gallego, has
done “an excellent job” according to the
review.

Chimp Friday: The Nana Banana
Chronicles by Hester Mundis (217 votes).

Davis Teacher Published
A contribution from Julie Lewis, second

grade teacher at Davis Elementary School,
will be published in the Feb./March 2005 issue
of MAILBOX, a teaching resource magazine.
Lewis’ contribution is a class activity idea
for grades 2 and 3.

Mac Student Featured In National Ad
MacArthur High School senior Robby

Lane was one of three students featured in a
promotional insert in the Dec./Jan. issue of
Scholastic Administrator magazine. The ad,
paid for by a technology company called
CDW-G, told the stories of students for
whom technology has become an
indispensable part of learning. Administrator
is a national publication of the Scholastic
book company.

Latino Speakers Forum
A new student organization called

Latinos Stand Up will host a Latino speakers
forum at Nimitz High School Friday. Guest
speakers will visit classes throughout the day
and speak at a parent meeting from 7 to 8:15
p.m. in the school’s cafeteria. Most of the
presentations will be in Spanish. The event
is free and open to the public.

The guest speakers are Narciso Aleman,
an attorney and education advocate; Lupe
Casares, a Houston community college
professor and public speaker; Vicente
Carranza, political activist and radio show
host; and Jaime Garza, development director
at KMBH, a Rio Grande Valley public
television and radio station.

DIC Meets
Six subcommittees of the District

Improvement Committee met Jan. 20 to
develop a District Improvement Plan for 2005-
2006. Bob Harper, DIC chairman, heard reports
from each subcommittee with input about
nine innovative courses being proposed at
The Academy of Irving ISD. The next DIC
meeting is Feb. 17.

The 2005 senior class of The Academy
of Irving ISD hosted the school’s first chili
cook-off in the cafeteria Jan. 22. All of the
proceeds from the chili cook-off will benefit
the senior class prom, which is planned to
take place at the InfoMart on May 7.

Students, parents and staff entered 25
different types of chili in the cook-off.
Everyone who dined on chili had an
opportunity to vote for their favorite one. In
addition to chili, dinner included hot dogs,
drinks, dessert and an array of condiments.

A silent auction of merchandise donated
by members of the community lined one
corner of the cafeteria. Young diners were
kept entertained with face painting,
caricatures and a bounce house.

“The 2005 senior prom will be the first
prom of The Academy, the very first prom,”
Gary Schepf, sponsor of the senior class,
said. “This is the first graduating class of
The Academy, and the prom is the inaugural
event of The Academy senior class.”

Maria Morales, senior class secretary,
passed out desserts during the cook-off.

“We have a really good turn-out.
Everyone is enjoying the chili, dessert and
everything that is going on, especially the
kids in the bounce house. The senior class
started from scratch to raise funds for a prom.
We have done different activities to make
money. After a lot of hard work, we may even
get a really good prom,” Miss Morales said.

When the final votes were tallied, Thelma
McGown, parent of senior Kevandra Aaron,
won the first place chili cook-off trophy.

The Academy’s first senior class cooks
up chili to help fund their first prom

Thelma McGown receives The Academy’s
first chili cook-off’s first place trophy for
her home-made chili.
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A new committee, composed primarily
of residents of south Irving has been formed
in response to issues being raise concerning
conditions in south Irving residential and
commercial neighborhoods.

Over the past three months, a number of
letters have been written to city council and
several people have regularly appeared
during the city council open forum period t
voice their criticism of what they claim to be
conditions in south Irving. Initially, the city
council had decided to follow the lead of
some Tarrant County communities and
themselves appoint a committee to review
the allegations along with the city’s
ordinances. However, criticism of this process
caused the city council to instead place the
matter as an ongoing item on its own
Community Services Committee.

Following that direction, the mayor
wrote former council member John Danish,

Citizen committee formed to
study conditions in south Irving

currently chairman of the Planning and
Zoning Commission, and suggested he form
such a committee. Mr. Danish did so, agreeing
with the mayor that since most comments
had been directed at south Irving, it would
be appropriate for south Irving residents to
review the situations for themselves.

The committee, “is composed of people
from diverse perspectives who either live in
south Irving or have a background that lends
itself to this type of review,” Mr. Danish said.

Included on the 13-member committee
are fellow P&Z commissioners Carmen Urias
and Jack Spurlock, and former city council
member Sharon Barbosa-Crain. Mr. Spurlock
is also a former city council member.

Meetings have been scheduled for the
committee, and they expect to produce a
report for the city council around the end of
March.

parking on sidewalks and unimproved
surfaces, signage misuse by local businesses,
occupancy certificates and new requirements
for single family rental homes, and the impact
of overcrowding in single family apartments
and homes on the public school system.

Bob Josch, the president of the Arts
District Neighborhood Association, waited
his turn to speak to the committee.

“I do not think that the problem is with
the zoning office,” Mr. Josch said. “I think
that it is just a matter of the laws that are on
the books. I would encourage the council to
take a look at the present zoning laws. Also,
I know that we are in tight budgetary
constraints, but we have to be able to let
these people do their job for the city…. As a
president of a neighborhood association, we

work to build a community; and I will not
become a zoning Nazi. Whenever anyone
comes to me and says, ‘we have a problem’,
I’ll encourage them to first of all look at the
laws…. A lot of times people are not even
aware that they are a problem. I think the
place to begin with is through
communication.”

James Dickens, Irving’s mayor pro tem,
officiated the meeting.

“There were no new surprises, this is
about what we expected,” Mr. Dickens said.
“The citizens came out; they are wanting a
change. I think we are willing to accept that
and give them changes. Probably the biggest
change will be the personnel; we hope to
add a few more code enforcement inspectors.
There were some statements made that there

is no Saturday code enforcement when there
is, in fact. We do have a person who is
assigned to Saturdays. But this wasn’t a
place to rebuttal, so we didn’t. One of the
changes may be that we need two people
working weekends and evenings. This input
was good because it affirms that it is more
than one or two people who are upset with
the way the city is handling code
enforcement. People came out in droves
tonight, and it is good. The council
appreciates it.”

Irving residents who would like to have their
views heard are invited to attend the second
Public Input Hearing on Code Enforcement
scheduled for 6:00 p.m. in the council
chambers on March 23.

Irving Residents
scratch out a living

Concerned citizens attend Public Input Hearing on code enforcement

If you would like to see your ideas in print,
please email them to
Letters@IrvingRambler.com or mail them
to:
The Irving Rambler
Re: Letters to the Editor
P.O. Box 177731
Irving, Texas 75017

Thank you for all of the ideas and
encouragement you have shared with The
Irving Rambler already. We look forward to
reading your letters.

Editor
John Starkey

IMAGE, begins with “I”
The City of Irving hosted the

Neighborhood Community Services/Code
Enforcement forum on Tuesday, Jan. 25. I
attend because I wanted to hear ideas and
concerns on how we can begin to work

together on the reversal of the negative
image. It was no surprise to hear what the
issues were. They were the same that I’ve
heard over the years and also that I’ve
witnessed. The same old, same old…junk
cars, visible trash, bulky trash in the yards-
rental homes not kept up, too many people
living in one house…etc.

The concerns expressed were all over
the same issues, but the night grew angrier
and angrier as more citizens came up front.
They are all concerned about the image we’ve
earned because of a lack of code enforcement.
Most understood also that the largest issue
that the City has is lack of funding for the
department to handle the needs and concerns
of our great citizens. Trust me, the City
Council and the Mayor heard it loud and clear.

However, my greatest concern now
stems from some alarming words and stones
thrown by some of the citizens. This is my
opinion, but I feel that this is an image that
we need to protect as well. Image begins with
“I”, just as Irving does. In other words, it
begins with “Me”.  Throwing stones has
never achieved anything except new
wounds. I would not dare repeat what
alarmed me.  However, trust me, they were
not something we need to hear in this day
and time. We should definitely be past it in
2005.

It is frightening to know that people are
capable of verbally assaulting another
person, group, or race, in order to fulfill an
agenda. The little girl who stood on a plastic
step at the podium, to express her concern
about having to ride her bike in the street
because cars block the sidewalk, was more
effective in her delivery as the stone
throwing and verbal assaults.

I would hate for our IMAGE to become
tainted because we aren’t working together.

Letters to the Editor
Let’s not separate ourselves anymore than
we need to be.

In our neighborhood, we are beginning
with “Us”. It is our neighborhood and we are
also responsible for what happens to the
beautification efforts. If you have a
neighborhood association, then figure out
ways to help your neighbor that’s struggling.
Creatively come together and make things
happen for that person who probably does
want to have a better environment, but
doesn’t quite know how to get there.

Does the City have issues with Code
Enforcement? Of course! They know what
they are and they’ve heard us loud and clear.
I truly believe that immediate change is on
its way. And it’s starting at the top. Your
voice has been heard and the ringing will
continue.

Now, let’s go out and do our part by
showing that we do care, by helping our
neighbor. The City is not the answer to
everything. Together, we are the answer. The
effects of where we are at present, has
resulted in a division of being North and
South Irving. Our attitudes and how we
conduct ourselves should not also say there
is a difference between South and North.
There are civil ways to communicate that
express our concerns, and still get the most
effective results.

I would personally like to enhance the
Image of Irving, both physically and
mentally.

Remember, they are watching. My
friends and your friends, I mean, who don’t
live in Irving but would like to if we created
positive change. I’m proud to be amongst
you now as a citizen of Irving, and want to
see us join hands and do this together.

Anthony

Continued from page 1

Editor -

Congratulations on continuing to improve
the Irving Rambler.  You are covering local
events and issues in our community like no
one else.  The next step is to publish letters
to the editor.  Your paper can be a great
forum for local issues.  With the coming
city council and school board elections
and other local issues, the citizens of Irving
should have a lot to write about.  Come on,
readers, send in your letters and let’s get
the dialogue going!

Robert M. Harper

Readers:

The Irving Rambler is interested in
including a Letters to the Editor section in
our paper. In order to have a successful
section, we need your input, letters,
comments – good as well as bad, and
opinions.

THE HERB SHOPPE
CONSULTING AVAILABLE

Herbs Vitamins Salt lamps Essential Oils

Distributors of
NATURES’S SUNSHINE - LIMU MOUI - AMAZING NEW HEALTH SECRET -

ARBONNE INTERNATIONAL COSMETICS

Open Mon-Fri: 10am - 6pm
212 W. Irving Blvd, Irving, TX 972-259-3058
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425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

IN GOD WE TRUST

Metro (817) 498-7079
And our new location at

310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX

Metro (817) 477-3383

Visit Our Other Locations at
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Serving Irving For Over 35 Years

For Take Out Call
SPECIALS

EVERY
DAY!

“Where   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”

Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking
All You Can Eat Food

Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

Spc. Josiah Vandertulip’s name was
added to the Irving Schools Foundation’s
Perpetual Giving Tree in the lobby of the IISD
Administration Building during the
dedication of a scholarship in his name.

“We are amazed, overwhelmed, honored
and grateful that we live in such a wonderful
community,” Louise Vandertulip, Josiah’s
mother, said “This community is willing to
express their thanks, not just for Josiah but
we consider it to be for every serviceman in
the Irving area. We are blessed to live in such
a community. We are very pleased that the
scholarship will be able to go on and be a
testimony year after year and that it is going
to have an impact in Irving. I hope the
graduates who benefit from the scholarship
come back to Irving and give back to Irving.”

“If Josiah knew this were happening, he
would feel like, “I rule.” I think he would be
very honored, absolutely amazed and very
surprised. Our whole family is amazed,” Mrs.
Vandertulip said.

Students, business owners and
community members, many of whom never
met Josiah, joined friends and family members
in the effort to raise funds for a scholarship
in Josiah’s name. At the time of the
scholarship dedication, $27,500 had been
raised for the initial endowment. Organizers
hope the endowment fund will grow to
$30,000 so that each year an Irving student
will receive $1,500 from the scholarship. Irving
Schools Foundation scholarships are
generated by the interest created by the
endowment; the endowment itself is never
spent.

Josiah grew-up in Irving, and he
attended Barton Elementary and Crockett
Middle School before graduating from Irving
High School in 2002. He became a specialist
in the U.S. Army and volunteered for service
in Iraq, where he fell in combat on Oct. 14,
2004. Through the Josiah Vandertulip
Memorial Scholarship he will continue to be
a part of Irving and the school system in
which he learned and grew.

Memorial scholarship
honoring Spc. Josiah
Vandertulip dedicated

Come join the
Irving Symphony Orchestra

February 12th

for a performance by
Grammy nominated Monica Mancini

TICKETS ON SALE NOW

IRVING ARTS CENTER BOX OFFICE

972-252-ARTS
Irving Symphony Orchestra

972-831-8818

Funded in pat by the City of Irving through
the Irving Arts Board

Daughter of Oscar-winner Henry Mancini, Monica
pays tribute to her father by singing many of his
biggest hits.

Monica Mancini has been nominated for a Grammy
Award for Best Traditional Pop Vocal Album.  She
will find out if she wins on February the 13th

Elizabeth Philipp, Irving Schools Foundation board member; Asa, Louise and Robert
Vandertulip; and Melody Harris, Westway Ford representative, stand in front of the
Perpetual Giving Tree that now includes Spc. Josiah Vandertulip’s name.
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Dell Computer
Now $14999

COMPLETE SYSTEM - 1 YR WARRANTY

Lap
Tops
$24999

In
Business
9 Years

COMPUTER SURPLUS
972-438-2767

Open: Mon-Sat 10am-6pm
Sun 12pm-6pm

2105 N.
O’Connor
Irving, TX

Hwy
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972-313-3910

131 S. Beltline Rd.
Irving, TX 75060

The Irving League of Women Voters
sponsored a City Council Report Card during
a lunch meeting Jan. 25

Mayor Joe Putnam and city council
members James Dickens, Lewis Patrick and
Joe Philipps answered questions about goals

Mardi Gras Chairpersons: John and Donna Femrite and Gene and Bill Olafsen.

they have accomplished, the obstacles they
have encountered and their plans for their
remaining terms in office.

Irving League of Women Voters

The Irving Community Theater Guild is
holding a fundraiser benefit for ICT
MainStage and ICT Children’s Theatre at The
Las Colinas Country Club from 6:30 p.m. to
10 p.m. on February 8.

The evening will include Dinner, dancing
to the Dave Tanner Band, Fat Tuesday Floats

Mardi Gras fundraiser to benefit ICT
MainStage and ICT Children’s Theater

and festivities. There will also be a silent
auction of many fabulous items.

Tickets are $75 per person. For
reservations, call Gene Olafsen at 972-257-
1107.

Coordinator; Meggan Perkins of Nimitz, Naela
Sobhiye of MacArthur and Danielle Seright
of Irving High School acted as this year’s
judges. After all of the energetic and often
loud acts were finished, the judges had to
declare the best among the shows entries.
Veronica Clayton of Ranchview High School
won Best Soloist. Angelaca Piancentini of
MacArthur won Runner-up Soloist. Brittany
Messer and Jessica Willis of MacArthur won
Best Dance. 24/7 featuring Veronica Clayton,
Kelsie Griffin and Sharkari Griffin of
Ranchview won Best Variety. Janicans
featuring Joseph Alaniz, Derek Pittman and
DeShawn Davis of Nimitz, Sergio Quinpinilla
of Irving HS, and Erik Galban and Robert
Belize of Northlake College won Best Band.

During the evening’s festivities, the
Irving Youth Council’s Spirited Youth Award
was presented to Suruchi Srikanth by Gary
L. Schepf, Advanced & Applied Technology
Studies teacher for The Academy. The award
recognizes youngsters ages 11 to 18 for
volunteering their time to benefit Irving. Miss
Srikanth is a 14 year old student of the North
Hills School where she serves on the student
council and as a student ambassador. She is
a member of the Irving Youth ACTION
council, writes for On The Edge magazine, is
Editor-in-Chief for Fun-da-Mentals.org and
is editor of Cimarron Today. She is a musician
with the Lone Star Youth Orchestra and
Talented Troup of the North Hills School.

Teens recognized during Friday Nite Live
Continued from page 1

Bob Smith
Dallas Stars Selects’ Squirt Major team,

based out of the Farmer’s Branch Dr. Pepper
StarCenter, recently traveled to the Niagara
Falls region of Canada to compete in the
Silverstick tournament.

The team finished in second place in the
North American Atom A/E division finals
played in Pelham Ontario Canada Jan. 14th -
16th. After losing their fist game of the
tournament, the team rebounded to play some
of their best hockey yet this season, winning
their next three games against Canadian teams
from the Toronto area. This placed them into
the finals against the Nashville Tigers Squirt

Major team. The Stars fought valiantly, but
succumbed to the more experienced
Nashville team, who were making their second
bid to win the Silverstick title after finishing
in second place last year. Coaches Jon
Staples, Marty MacInnis and Bruce Clutton
did a great job inspiring the Squirt Major
team to play their best.

While in Canada, the team visited the
Niagara Falls and many of the tourist
attractions that the city has to offer. They
also made time to visit the Hockey Hall of
Fame, in Toronto, just prior to catching their
flight home.

Front Row, Left to Right: Jansen Polk, Zakary Cassano, Jack Moore, Shack Heppes, Matt
Staples, Nick Alexander, Matthew MacInnis, Second Row: Corey Burns, Joel Clutton, Alex
MacInnis, Davis Webb, Cameron Choate, Chad Guderian, Jarred Smith, Third Row:

Coaches - Bruce Clutton, Marty MacInnis, Jon Staples

Stars Selects compete
for Silverstick title
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Bill Hooten Insurance Agency, Inc.

By Bill Hooten State Farm® Select Agent
Whether they are the breadwinner in

their household or not, preparing for
retirement should be extremely important to
women. One item of planning that must be
considered is the financial situation of the
surviving spouse and what can be done to
prepare for a potential shortfall.

Women survive their spouses more often
then men. In 2000, the Administration on
Aging estimated that seven of 10 women will
outlive their husbands, highlighting the need
for retirement planning even more.

Unfortunately, women are often at a
disadvantage when it comes to resources
available for retirement. The average woman
spends nearly 15 years away from the
workforce, while the average man will be away
for 1.6 years. This translates into lower
benefits from company pensions, 401(k)
plans and Social Security.

Various estimates indicate that expenses
after the death of a husband will be 80% of
what they had been when he was alive.
Unfortunately, a widow’s income may likely

be much less than that. Of all elderly persons
with income below the poverty level, over
70% are women. More than half were much
better off financially before their husbands
died.

Less time in the workforce may also mean
fewer women qualify for health benefits. This
can put an even greater burden on their
retirement income.

It is imperative for women to start saving
now for their retirement, which can be
accomplished through several savings
vehicles. It is equally important to protect
your nest egg through adequate life
insurance coverage and insurance options
should your health care needs change.
Adequate planning for retirement and
surviving a spouse can be a deciding factor
in living comfortably.

Taking the time to examine household
finances and planning carefully will help to
ensure there are adequate means of support
for either spouse during the golden years.

Many times a week in our office, I visit
with single moms who are doing their best to

Women must focus on retirement

resource management (HRM) is related to
SME’s performances. The project will
examine these relationships in both UK and
US small and medium sized firms.

The funding is for a period of one year.
The funds will be used to conduct surveys
of SMEs in the UK and US, input and analyze
data, and to conduct case studies for a sub-
sample of firms.

Commenting on the award, Professor
Sheehan, who is the Academic Program
Director for Entrepreneurship and works
closely with Professor John Watters at the
Center for Entrepreneurship at UD, said: “I
am thrilled that these funds will allow me to
conduct high quality academic scholarship.
And in keeping with GSM’s practice-
orientated ethos, I hope that the research
will be valuable to all owners and managers
of small businesses. Small firms rarely have
the capacity to dedicate large amounts of
time to considering HR strategies, and this

research will be a valuable resource for this
essential part of the economy – small firms –
ideas for effective HRM. I also hope that
HRM professionals and business support
agencies, such as the SBA, will be able to
use the findings of this research to tailor
advise to small businesses on which HRM
strategies to implement to achieve superior
outcomes in terms of firm performance,
survival, and employee satisfaction. Finally,
the fact that GSM is conducting this research
should help to publicize our growing and
dynamic Entrepreneurship Concentration to
the broader community”.

On a related note, Professor Sheehan has
also been appointed as external examiner for
the Birmingham Business School. She had
previously held such an appointment at the
School of Management, Birkbeck College,
University of London. In the UK University
system, the position of external examiner is a
highly prestigious academic appointment.

University of Dallas professor awarded research grant
The external examiner’s role is essential to
University’s quality assurance processes.
The reports that Professor Sheehan will write
receive careful consideration both in the
University’s annual academic review process
and during in depth reviews of programs/
majors and will also be scrutinized by external
agencies such as the Quality Assurance
Agency, the Continuation Audit, and Subject
Review.

This research project builds upon the
professors’ expertise in the areas of the
relationship between business strategy,
HRM, and performance in large firms; and
experience with international HRM. Examples
of the professors’ recent publications and
awards in this area include: ‘Business
Strategy, Human Resources, Labour Market
Flexibility, and Competitive Advantage’,
‘Best Paper’ award at December 2002
international HRM conference, Bangkok and
International Journal of Human Resource
Management, forthcoming, 2005 (Vol. 16);
‘The relationship between self-report and
‘actual’ company performance’, (with T. Wall,
J., Patterson, C. Clegg and M. West), Academy
of Management, ‘Best Papers’ conference
proceedings 2003, and Personnel
Psychology, Vol. 57, 2004, pp. 95-118; ‘Labour
market deregulation, ‘flexibility’ and
innovation’, Cambridge Journal of
Economics, Vol. 27, No. 1, 2003, p. 123-143;
‘Human Resource Management and
Corporate Performance in the UK’, (with D.
Guest, J. and N. Conway), British Journal of
Industrial Relations, Vol. 41, No. 2, 2003, pp.
291-314.

For a profile of Professor Sheehan, visit,
GSM’s E-Magazine, UD Dallas Management
Review: http://udmr.udallas.edu/articles/
MauraSheehan.pdf. For more information
about the University of Dallas visit
www.udallas.edu.

take care of today’s needs while planning for
the future. I also have the opportunity to
work with couples working together to plan
financially.

I want to encourage all women to get
involved — talk to a qualified individual of
your choice about your retirement needs and
prepare for and enjoy a comfortable
retirement.

Bill Hooten is a 30-year Select Agent with
State Farm Insurance and Financial Services.
His office is at 7600 N. MacArthur Blvd., Suite
130, Irving, 75063. Please email your questions
for this column to Mr. Hooten at
www.BillHooten.com.

University of Dallas Professor Maura
Sheehan along with Professor Jonathan
Michie, Director of the Birmingham Business
School (ranked in 2004 by The Economist as
the number one business school in the UK),
were recently awarded a grant of
approximately $85,000 by the Economic and
Social Research Council (ESRC) in the UK.

The ESRC is the UK’s leading research
funding and training agency addressing
economic and social concerns. It aims to
provide high quality research on issues of
importance to business, the public sector and
government. Competition for ESRC grants is
high and awards are very selective.

The title of the research is, “Human
Resource Management and Performance in
Small and Medium Enterprises”. While small
and medium sized enterprises (SMEs) are
regarded as an engine of employment growth,
little is known about how this growth is
managed and how, in particular, human

United Family Karate Academy

3455 N. Beltline, Ste 103  Unitedfamilykarate.com

(Located next to T.J.

Maxx & Jason’s

Deli)
(972) 252-7600(972) 252-7600(972) 252-7600(972) 252-7600(972) 252-7600

“We can see positive results in our kids already in the 1st month.
Amazing!” Jim & Jeannette Lucas

“I have been able to garden longer.” Ann Craft

“He got up by himself and cleaned his room without being told.  Thanks
to Family Karate” Vince & Dana Bucher

ONE WEEK FREE

Advertise in the Irving Rambler 972-675-6493
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Income Tax Electronic & Regular

MI PUEBLO SERVICES, INC.

Income Tax: Electronic & Regular - Notary Public - Passport & Immi-
gration Pictures - Complete Almost Any Type of Forms - English & Span-
ish Translations - Travel Agency - Mortgage Loans

927 E. Pioneer Dr.
Irving, TX 75061

Phone:  972.445.1243
Fax:  972.438.1953

1.877.4TEXMED

Clifton Cottage AntiquesClifton Cottage AntiquesClifton Cottage AntiquesClifton Cottage AntiquesClifton Cottage Antiques
2105 W. Shady Grove Road, Irving, TX 75060

alp4411@airmail.net
972-399-8000

Furniture, Glassware, Toys, Crafts, Collectibles
Sun - Fri 1 pm - 6 pm    Sat 10 am - 6 pm

Jackson of Irving, Texas; Tommy Gentry of
Bedford; granddaughter Jessica Gentry of
Bedford; great-grandchildren Cameron
Jackson; Payton Jackson and Lauren
Jackson of Irving and a host of family and
friends.

JUANITA RAMOS
Juanita Ramos, age 62, of Irving, TX

passed away on Jan. 15, 2005.
Mrs. Ramos was born on June 3, 1942 in

Dallas, TX. She married Benny Ramos in
Dallas, TX in 1957.

She is survived by husband Benny
Ramos of Irving, TX; daughters, Angelina
Ramos of Irving, TX, Esther Wallace of
Marrietta, GA, Cynthia Blankenship of Irving,
TX, Maria Garza of Bedford, TX; sons, Benny
Ramos Jr. of Alabama, Roman Ramos of
Irving, TX; mother, Delores Saucedo of Oak
Cliff; sister, Dora Garcia of Oak Cliff, brothers,
Domingo Saucedo Jr. and Robert Saucedo
both of Oak Cliff; 8 grandchildren and 1 great-
granchild.

MOZELL LIKE

death by husband, Wauldean Henry Like in
1992. Survivors include two daughters,
Mollie Bradshaw of Allen, Texas and Julie
Spray of Irving; brothers, George Smyth of
Arkadelphia, Arkansas and Johnny Smith of
Copperas Cove, Texas; sisters, Rozell Shows
of Shreveport, Louisiana and Estelle Gilreath
of Durant, Oklahoma; and grandchildren,
Andrew, Amy, Aaron and Matthew.

Arrangements were made by Brown’s
Memorial Funeral Home.

SHELIA DIANE BARNES
Shelia Diane Barnes, of Dallas, passed

away Jan. 20, 2005.
She was born April 13, 1942 in

Shreveport, Louisiana. Survivors include her
sons, J.P. Barnes of Las Vegas, Nevada, Tim
Barnes of Irving, Texas; brother, David
Juneau of Shreveport; sisters, Betty Cranford
of Shreveport, Marsha Ann Brouillette of
Shreveport; and granddaughter, Brittany.

Arrangements were made by Brown’s
Memorial Funeral Home.

VERNELL PEARL LANGDON
Vernell Pearl Langdon of Irving born July

23, 1925 in Cooper, Texas passed away Jan.
18, 2005 in Dallas.

Preceded in death by husband Gene
Tunney Langdon in 1989; survivors include
sons D. R. Nichols, Sr. of Haltom City, Texas;
Michael Langdon of Wylie, Texas; daughter
Darlene Langdon of Irving; sisters Doris
Nichols of Irving; Tommie Bratcher of Irving;
10 grandchildren and 9 great-grandchildren.

BILL GEBERT
Bill Gebert, age 90, of Jefferson, TX,

formerly of Irving passed away Jan. 13, 2005. 
Mr. Gebert was in the US Army where he

earned many metals for his years of service. 
During a short leave from his duties in WWII,
he came home to Irving and married Grace
Swinford in 1944. When he returned to the
war, he was captured in France during the
Battle of Metz and was held hostage as a
POW for 6 months. His new bride received a
letter from Washington stating that Mr.
Gebert was missing in action and later
died. She didn’t believe that and always said
he would return home to her. 

She preceded him in death on May 8,
1987. He also owned his own business, Pops
Floor Service, in 1970 and retired in 1990. He
is survived by daughters, Janet Bates of
Irving, TX, Bonnie Roraback of Jefferson,
TX, Betty Conger of Tyler, TX; sons, Jesse
Johnson of Ft. Worth, TX, David Gebert of
Irving, TX, Bill Gebert of Arlington, TX; sister
Hilda Wilson of Leawood, KS; 13
grandchildren and 6 great-grandchildren.

GLADYS BOWLIN
Gladys Bowlin, age 77, a life-long

resident of Irving died Jan. 19, 2005.
Mrs. Bowlin was a charter member of

Calvary Temple in Irving and a member of
North Dallas Fellowship. She is survived by
husband Jerry Bowlin of Irving; daughters
Sherri Jackson and husband Tommy of
Midland, Texas; Debbie Gentry and husband
Richard of Bedford, Texas; grandsons
Richard Jackson of Irving, Texas; Randy

Mozell Like, a
longtime resident of
Irving, passed away
Jan. 20, 2005.

She was born
August 3, 1924 in
Pine Island,
Louisiana. Mozell
was preceded in

OBITUARIES

Matt Mungle
Rated: PG-13
Starring: Jennifer Garner, Goran Visnjic, Will
Yun Lee, Terence Stamp

I never write my reviews in first person.
A wise journalist once said that things of
this nature must not give the feeling of
impression but rather fact. Well here’s a fact
for ya: Elektra just might be one of the most
poorly written movies I have ever had the
pleasure of disliking.

My wife tried to tell me. She said, “Let’s
skip this screening, stay home and stick forks
in our eyes.”

Man, I wish I would have grabbed that
fork. But I always look at movies as half full.
Thinking I will be able to find something in
them that is redeemable, even if only remotely.

In this new action adventure piece,
Elektra (Jennifer Garner) is a warrior who
becomes an assassin after a near death
experience. She has shut off her emotions
and pushed aside all feelings to become a
red-leathered killing machine. When her
current assignment causes a change of heart
she finds herself protecting the ones she was
hired to kill. Sound good? Up until this point,
I was with them too. I was like, “Okay we can
salvage this”. Thinking I would be able to do
a little, “see, that wasn’t so bad” to the wife;
little did I know.

This is a classic tale of good vs. evil.
The Good is led by a blind, pool playing,
sensei titled Stick (Terence Stamp). Stick?
This guy is the assurance of all that is good
in the world, and his name is Stick? His
opponents, the evil, green emboweled, demon
ninjas work for a mystic council called “The
Hand”. When “The Hand” wants to undo
Elektra they call on the forces of their most
lethal trio of Stone, Typhoid and Tattoo. How
lethal can a tattooed guy be? You wouldn’t
believe me if I told you. By this point I was
feeling pretty well spanked by “The Hand”,
and the movie was just halfway over.

The rest of this 90-minute adventure is
all of the typical ninja fighting, slow motion,
how-can-she-ever-win, doldrums; you wish
would just find their way in the archives of a
movie “done with that” file.

If like me you are a fan of Ms. Garner,
stick with Alias or rent 13 Going on 30. I am
not sure why Jennifer wasted her quirky, fun

personality doing this film. She is capable of
so much more.

So did I find that one redeemable
quality? Of course! There are roughly 49
weeks to go for movies in 2005 and no matter
what I see, I can always say, “well, it sure
beats Elektra, Hands down”.

Elektra is Rated PG-13 for action
violence and mild language.

With a spin on Elektra, I’m Matt Mungle.

Elecktra might not light-up the screen with
great action, but it has one redeeming quality

PALM FREELANCE PHOTOGRAPHY
CONTACT FOR YOUR NEXT EVENT

Pam Tolliver

469-855-8076

Hi Irving!

As we look at our calendars, we realize
that we already have so much planned for
2005. Amid all our busy plans, let’s not forget
that the small things are very important. For
example, showing common courtesy.

When you are at a four way stop sign
you would be surprised how many people
don’t know that you are supposed to yield
to the driver on your right and so on and so
on. Being patient and waiting your turn is a
must. When you are on a three or four lane
road and suddenly your lane is blocked
because of a car accident or construction,
etc., show some courtesy and take turns with
other drivers to ensure safe passage for all.
Did you know it’s against the law to pass
another vehicle when you are driving through
an intersection? You should drive through
the intersection and then pass. I see this
happen so often! Also, when you see the

yellow traffic signal, that means prepare to
stop as the red light is coming...right? Well,
if you are going too fast, you can’t stop and
thus must potentially run the red light. We
should always slow down when crossing an
intersection, even if the light is green.

I realize everyone faces an emergency
at one time or another, but for the majority of
the time we really have no reason to be in a
rush because nothing is so important that it
warrants jeopardizing your own safety and
that of others safety.

On a different note, are you shopping in
Irving? I hope so. Let’s keep our dollars at
home. There is not anything you can’t find
here; check it out.

Thanks again for supporting this great
newspaper, “The Irving Rambler.” Have a
wonderful, blessed week.

God Bless you.
Attend Church Sunday.

Margret’s Corner Chief Larry Boyd speaks at
Neighborhood Roundtable

Neighborhood coordinator, Tara Kersh introduces
Chief Boyd to the Roundtable meeting.

Irving Police Chief, Larry
Boyd was the guest speaker at the
quarterly Neighborhood
Roundtable, a meeting of neighbor-
hood association officers hosted by
the city.

Chief Boyd spoke about
the role of citizens and neighbor-
hoods in the prevention of crime. He
used an illustration called the
Broken Windows theory to explain
how visible signs of disorder
encourage criminal activities.
Criminals are less likely to choose
areas that are well maintained and
reflect community caring and
organization.



The DFW Humane Society, 1611 West Irving Blvd, Irving, TX 75061 972-253-3333

Animals PresentlyResiding At

The DFW Humane Society

Stemmons foundation pledges $100,000 annual
matching funds grant for each of the next five years.

“We are raising funds to build a new shelter; named Corky’s
Cottage. Corky’s Cottage is going to be about 10,000 square
foot facility. We bought 2.2 acres adjacent to our current facility.
We have done all of the architectural renderings, everything is
done for the new facility; now comes the hard part, raising the
$2.4 million that we need to get it up and running,” Darryn
Pope, the D/FW Humane Society board president.

Every dollar you send is worth two dollars with the grant.

Tigger
Breed: Mix
Sex: Female
Weight: about 40 lbs.
Age: about 2 years
Color: White & Black

Max
Breed: DSH
Sex: Male / Neutered
Weight: about 17 lbs.
Age: about 7 years
Color: Black & White

Reason for Surrender: Moved and can’t take
him.
Comments: Max is good with children and other
pets. He came in with his companion, Patches. He
is declawed and friendly

Reason for Surrender: Found as a stray.
Comments: I’m a 2-year-old mixed breed girl
and since I’m quiet, a little shy, and small.
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Plan for the Future
4 Oak Grove Cemetery Lots Available

Asking $1435 each
50% off retail price ($2870)

Available in sets of two or four

972-254-5816 or 972-672-4656

OBITUARIES
RUSSELL EDWARD, JR. “BUDDY”
WALKER

Church in Irving. A loving wife, mother and
grandmother, she loved her grandkids and
her pets.

Survivors include her husband, Charles
Gonzales of Irving; son, Oscar Careaga and
wife Paula of Irving; and, four grandchildren.

A Vigil will be held 7:00 p.m., Jan. 27th at
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home Chapel.
Mass of Christian Burial 10:00 a.m. Jan 28 at
Saint Luke’s Catholic Church. Rev. Francisco
Orozco, celebrant. The family will receive
friends at the funeral home before and after
the Vigil.

Memorials may be made to the American
Cancer Society.

CALVIN C. KIMBERLIN

RELIGIOUS

Dr. Jim Gerlach Oak View Baptist Church

I enjoy collecting old and unusual books
and letters. One of my favorite pieces in my
collection is a pamphlet printed in 1645. I
found it in the back of a bookcase in an old
dusty bookshop in Edinburgh, Scotland.
While it is only eight pages long, it contains
the most startling funeral sermon I have ever
heard or read.

It seems that William Laud, the Arch
Bishop of Canterbury, was arrested in 1640
and charged with high treason. Four years
later, Laud was found guilty and at the age of
71 sentenced to death by beheading on Tower
Hill. Apparently, the Arch Bishop’s last
request was to preach his own funeral from
the scaffold and then have it recorded and
published. In a climatic conclusion to a
powerful sermon asking forgiveness for his
accusers, Laud prayed for peace among

Christians in England. It concludes: “And
when he finished, he gave the signe and the
executioner did his office.”

In a very real sense, we are all,
“preaching” our own funerals. We are
standing on the scaffold of our lives and
telling the world what and who matters most
in life. We are imprinting on others through
our choices what is really important in life.
We are shaping our time, treasure and talents
into a lasting legacy.

Scripture tells us, “It is better to spend
your time at funerals than at festivals. For
you are going to die, and you should think
about it while there is still time.” Ecc. 7:2
(NLT)

Jesus said, “For what is a man profited,
if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his
own soul?

Matt. 16:26  The most important words
spoken at any funeral are these: “Because of
their faith in Jesus, we will one day meet
again!”

Preaching your own funeral

Russell Edward,
Jr. “Buddy” Walker
of Irving born Nov.
1, 1956 in Dallas
passed away Jan. 16,
2005 in Irving.

S u r v i v o r s
include mother
Dorothy Walker of
Grand Prairie; son
Damien Hoogakker

and fiancée Amanda Super of Park Rapids,
Minnesota; daughter Amanda Walker of Park
Rapids, Minnesota; brother Edward Walker
of Mansfield, TX; sisters Mary Siewart of
Cedar Creek, TX; Phyllis Ward of Oklahoma
and numerous other family members and
friends.

JEANETTE MARIE BOWERS
Jeanette Marie Bowers, of Austin, and

formerly of Irving, passed away Jan. 22, 2005.
She was born May 18, 1932 in Moran,

Texas. Her husband of 39 years, Don Bowers,
and her parents, R.L. and Juanita Hayward
Comer preceded Jeanette in death.

Survivors include son, Michael Bowers
and wife Eddie of Frisco, Texas; daughter,
Jana Rogers and husband Matt of Katy,
Texas; daughter, Angela Dennard and
husband David of Houston, Texas; sister,
Gayle Howington and husband Robert of
Arlington; sister, Kathy Comer and “canine
niece” Lesley K. of Austin, Texas; and seven
grandchildren.

If desired, memorials may be made to
Grace Community Church, 10511 Salt Mill,
Austin, TX 78750 or First United Methodist
Church – Hospitality Ministry, 211 W. Third
St., Irving, TX 75060.

WILLIAM FREEMAN SIMMONS, SR.
William Freeman Simmons, Sr. 80, passed

away on Jan. 24, 2005 in his Irving home.
Mr. Simmons was born on April 22, 1924

in Tampa, Florida. Mr. Simmons was a
longtime resident of Irving and Veteran of
the U.S. Army serving in World War II. He
was the longtime keyboard player for the
Light Crust Doughboys who received a
Grammy Award in 2002 for the Best Southern
Country or Blue Grass, Gospel Album, “We
Called Him Mr. Gospel Music.”

Mr. Simmons is also the songwriter of
acclaimed song “MISSISSIPPI” that has
taught many people how to spell the state of
Mississippi, he still received royalties from
Melrose Records in Memphis, TN. 

Mr. Simmons is survived by his Wife: 
Lena Simmons of Irving, TX, Two Daughters: 
Cynthia Louise Wainscott of Irving, TX, and
Anna Mae Leddy of Jewell, OH, Two
Sons: William F. Simmons, Jr. of Dallas, TX.,
and Fred Simmons of Ft. Worth, TX, 7
Grandchildren, 23 Grandchildren, Two
Sisters:  Margaret Campbell of Daytono
Beach, FL and June Elizabeth Wilson of
Greenville, SC, and Brother:  H.G. Simmons,
Jr. of Newberry, FL.

Graveside services will be held Jan. 28
at 10:00a.m. at the D/FW National Cemetery
in Dallas, TX. Funeral services conducted
under the direction of Calvary Funeral Home.

AMELIA “AMY” GONZALES
Amelia “Amy”

Gonzales, age 58, a
resident of Irving,
Texas for twenty-five
years, died Jan 25,
2005 at Baylor
Medical Center at
Irving.

Born March 25,
1946 in Mexico to
Esequiel and Blass

Calvin C.
Kimberlin, age 81, a
resident of Irving,
Texas, died Jan 25,
2005 at an Irving
nursing center.

Born Oct 11,
1923 in Princeton,
TX, he retired from
Sam’s Club in Dallas
after fifteen years.

Preceded in death by his wife, Geneva
Kimberlin in 1992. Survivors include
daughter, Carolyn Speake and husband Jim
of Euless; son, Clifford Kimberlin and wife
Sandra;  son, Johnny Kimberlin and wife Kay,
all of Irving; sisters, Edna Shirley of

Farmington, NM and Ira Powell of Prideville,
OR; six grandchildren and one great
granddaughter.

The family will receive friends 6:00 to
8:00 p.m., Thursday at the funeral home.
Service 1:00 p.m., Jan 28 at Donnelly’s
Colonial Funeral Home Chapel.  Rev. J. D.
Alexander officiating.  Burial to follow at Oak
Grove Memorial Gardens in Irving.

DORIS M. MORGAN
Doris M. Morgan, age 77, a resident of

Weatherford, TX formerly of Irving, TX, died
Jan 25, 2005 at a Fort Worth hospital.

Born May 6, 1927 in Dallas, she was a
homemaker, a member of St. Luke’s Catholic
Church in Irving, the Legion of Mary at St.
Luke’s and the Lone Star Cat Club.

She is survived by her husband, John
Morgan; son Michael Morgan and wife
Debbie of Irving; daughter, Linda Wetherbee
and husband Clifford of Irving; daughter,
Janis Rodriquez and husband Michael of
Weatherford; six grandchildren and six great
grandchildren.

Rosary to be said 4:00 p.m., Thursday at
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home Chapel.
Mass of Christian Burial 2:00 p.m., Jan 28 at
St. Luke’s Catholic Church.  Rev. Aidan
O’Donovan, M.S.C., celebrant.  Burial to
follow at Calvary Hill Cemetery in Dallas.  The
family will receive friends 4:00 to 8:00 p.m.,
Thursday at the funeral home.

Delgado, she was a homemaker, an antique
collector and a member at St. Luke’s Catholic

Advertise in the Irving
Rambler 972-675-6493
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Antiques &
Collectibles

FOR SALE-Hot Wheels
Collection-Treasure Hunts,
Final Runs and many other
series 972-438-4522

ANTIQUES TREASURE
HOUSE - Lowest prices, weekly
inventory, layaway available,
furniture collectibles, Canine
Accessories, Consignments,
214-542-3950.

Appliances
Heavy duty washer or dryer only
$97 Great condition 972-670-
1999

Auto Parts
A/C Compressors for Auto’s
General Mechanics, Elect-
rical, & Upholstery. We have
the lowest prices Nationwide !
Conveniently located in Irving,
TX. Call 888 317-2025 or visit
us at3367 Conflans Rd.,
Irving 75061. Ask for Joe or
Richard

Business
Opportunity

FREE Airline Tickets for taking
a look at becoming a Travel
Agent. Unlimited Income
Potential  1-888-314-8005  No

Experience Required.

Best Home Based Business
O p p o r t u n i t i e s
Our comprehensive business
program provides you with all
help, and support you need to
start your Home-Based Business
today. Excellent Earnings, and
Benefits. Call now 214 729-
4877 - Ask for Mark Hoyle.

Needed !  Representatives to
help launch our business in the
city of Irving. Make up to $500
per week p/t.  No sales
involved.  Must be at least 18
years old. Call 877 481-1144

Repair
Carpentry, painting, misc.

repairs. Handyman, odd jobs.
214-277-1895  Jerry

Equipment
Hall Equipment and Supply Inc.
Specializing in sales, rental,
parts and service of skidsteer
loaders and trenchers. Scatrack
1300 D skidsteer 75 hrs
$15,000.
1100 N Loop 12, Irving, TX
75061. 972-445-0848

GBC Bindery equipment and
large quantity of supplies Best
offer.  214-478-2915

Health
A Unique, Exclusive
Proprietary Product Taking the
World by Storm Unlimited
potential Once-in-a-Lifetime
Opportunity Call Now 972-
259-3058

LIMU MOUI
Amazing Life-Enhancing
Benefits! A Unique Nectar that
helps achieve optimal health
Call Now 972-259-3058

Duplex
Duplex 2bed/1bath/1 w/d con
ch/a appl. no pets $600 + dep
972-986-7687   972-790-4214

Help Wanted
Sales

Advertising Sales representative
with newspaper or on-line
experience needed. 214-675-
6493

Reporter & Layout
Artist

Reporter & Layout Artist needed
familiar with mircosoft and
Adobe Products 972-675-6493

Immediate Opening
Full time cashier needed for
convenience store/gas station in
Irving area. Call 972-513-0276
after 8 p.m. 972-986-1979

Caregivers needed
Caregivers needed now for
contract services. We are
looking for loving honest and
dependable caregivers to work
with people in need in our
community. This is a good
opportunity for students, retired
individuals, and those making
career changes. If your are
interested in making a difference
in the life of a special person
and making some money, please

call to day - 972-841-5120. Ray
of Sunshine Sitting Service of
Carrollton

Private Tutoring
K-Adult reading, phonics,
math, English, GED, etc. Assist
Homeschool Experienced and
Highly Recommended Carol
Cunningham 972-254-3032

REWARD
For information leading to the
arrest and conviction of the
person or persons who broke
into and removed items from a
vehicle on Senter Valley, Irving.
Call 214-675-6493

Travel
FREE Airline Tickets for taking
a look at becoming a Travel
Agent. Unlimited Income
Potential  1-888-314-8005
No Experience Required.

PRE-PAID LEGAL SERVICES,INC.
Providing quality legal care for

North America’s families since 1972

If your are interested in a full or part-time marketing
opportunity, or would like to know more about our legal service

plans, call your Independent Associate today.

Richard Estrada - 877.481.1144
Visit us at:  www.richardestrada.com

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.
When you place a classified advertisement in the Rambler, we
publish it online at no additional charge. The Irving Rambler
does not accept submission of an advertisement as a
commitment to publish.  Publication of an advertisement does
not create an obligation to continue publishing.  The Irving
Rambler reserves the right to refuse to publish any
advertisement for any reason.  Ads promoting hate groups, or
including inappropriate material will not be published.  E-mail
addresses will only be published if included in the copy of
your classified ad.
To purchase classified ads, call 214-675-6493.

ADVERTISING PRICES

First 15 words $7.00
Each additional word $0.20
Bold, Caps, border $7.00

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Online & In print call for
information

IRVING RAMBLER MARKETCENTER
Online & In print

IRMC Business Directory

Antiques
We offer the lowest prices with
constantly changing inventory
on Antique furniture, collec-
tibles and canine accessor-
ies.214-542-3950

Carriing furniture, glassware,
toys, crafts & collectibles. 972-
399-8000

Hair
Enjoy personal day spa services
without the Las Colinas prices
972-438-4550

Insurance
Bill Hooten Insurance Agency,
Inc. Celebrating 30 years with
State Farm 972-409-9940

Bruce Stone Insurance Agency-
Insurance and Financial
Services 972-986-8822

Motorcycles
Killa’ Cycles is a privately
owned company in the Dallas,
Texas area dedicated to the craft
of motorcycles. we specialize in
custom motorcycle design and

construction. 972-313-2196

Photography
Reasonable prices for your own
special event 469-855-8076

Resumes
Home of the $65 resume package
972-257-1329

Special Events
Our grounds feature richly
detailed landscaping, compli-
mented by fountains and garden
statues. We have a variety of
garden ornaments that make our
facility ideal for your wedding
or special occasion. 972-438-
6686

Tax Services
Providing complete income tax
services. electronic and paper
filing available. 972-445-1243

Web Services
Web Designers and
Web Solutions Providers for the
Serious Business 877-513-0553

The Irving Rambler MarketCenter is a new addition to our newspaper.
Businesses can now utilize the online marketcenter to reach a completely
different reader than the newspaper reaches. By advertising both online
and in print companies can enjoy the best of both worlds.

Visit the Irving Rambler MarketCenter at

www.IrvingRambler.com

E R F D U I J N M K H G F R E W Y I L M A F L N R K O N R T F I W
D J H W G L I A S J O H N S O N H N J S I B U C W G E B N P T C O
E E P G P E A R T E S K I I N G A A S I U I G N I Y G N L D R O F
I F F A E G C L E V E L A N D L B N P C F H G R F D A U N O I F G
D F C I R A T I O N S F R H O P O T H D S A P R T A I N K E S A H
R E R E L T K L M N G T F R V T D A E M A R O O S E V E L T D T D
N R N R M L I P D M G R E D G S N F N C I R C Y I O E A M D I Y Y
O S I D U S M D N P C A H N I A E D N E R I G A R S O G O E V O U
N O C A D F L O S G T V I T N I L L O H N S F A U G P T N N D N J
H N P I N E P N R P Y H M M E R P I C T U O L S H E A I R N O L I
J I A E I R B I D E S E M A D A M S G C B N E D T F R H O U N O K
U J G F I L D J F A G O L S N F L V O H O N F N R F A A E O F C L
I K R C Q P H T W G X C I N E D L L G E T O L O A A D U S L C N F
K A N T O E G N S R A F M R I H R T Y L E R D E N H E L D E F I O
G R T H R S O U K N G T H E N K R V V L P I R V O H I R M U S L C
W T H A Y E S E M A J W Y E V K C K E G J G U T G W B U S H J H O
W A V B E V L E I R S L T B G L T M E C R E T S A N T A G F G J P

George Washington - Ran unopposed both terms
James Monroe - Ran unopposed 2nd term
John Tyler  - Never ran for President
Millard Fillmore  - Never ran for President
Andrew Johnson  - Never ran for President
Chester Arthur  - Never ran for President
Gerald Ford - Never elected President or Vice President
Rutherford Hayes - Lost popular vote but won electoral college
Benjamin Harrison - Lost popular vote but won electoral college
George W Bush - Lost popular vote but won electoral college 1st term
Thomas Jefferson  - Chosen by House of Reps

John Quincy Adams  - Chosen by House of Reps
Franklin Roosevelt - Served 4 terms
Grover Cleveland - Served non-consecutive terms
Abraham Lincoln - Assassinated by John Wilkes Booth
James Garfield - Assassinated by Charles Guiteau
William McKinley - Assassinated by Leon Czolgosz
John Kennedy - Assassinated by Lee Harvey Oswald
James Tyler - Married while President
Woodrow Wilson - Married while President
James Buchanan - Only bachelor President

Presidents
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BIRTHDAYS�ANNIVERSARIES�WEDDINGS�GET
WELL�THANK YOU GIFTS & MUCH MORE

- We Custom Design To Fit Your Taste -

972-444-9844
www.3165.candybouquet.com - 5910 N. MacArthur Blvd.

Suite 142 or visit a Candy Bouquet nearest you.

WeDeliver


