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In the Spirit: An Artistic
Portrayal of Life
features seven artists

Dining Out section features local restaurants  - PAGE 6 & 7

600 people join the
variety of activities
offered by All-Con

Parents of students at Las
Colinas Elementary “Traded
Spaces” with their kids to
redecorate and refurbish the
restrooms at the 18-year old school
last Saturday. Patterned after the
popular The Learning Channel
(TLC) decorating show “Trading
Spaces”, parent teams had nine
hours, from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., and
$250 each to paint and restyle six
kid’s bathrooms. Three teacher
teams tackled the teachers’ and the
nurse’s restrooms.

“Lots of moms and dads have
heard kids say they don’t like going
in the school restrooms very much
because they were kind of old
looking,” Cindy Santoscoy, Parent
Teacher Association vice-
president, said. “Our PTA came up
with the idea of updating the
restrooms to make them look fresher
and nicer. Having a different theme
for each boys’ and girls’ bathroom

will make it more fun for the kids to
go in there and give them
something else to be proud of
about their school.”

Themes for the bathrooms are
varied. Girls’ restrooms include a
Diva/Groovy Girl, a Pottery Barn
Butterfly and a Garden Party theme.
The boys’ restroom themes are
Western/Cowboy, Nautical and
Sports.

The LCE PTA donated the
money for each team as a gift to the
school. Sherwin Williams in Irving
donated several gallons of paint as
well.

“Team members are already
very exited about the project,” Ms.
Santoscoy said before the project.
“They are planning to work hard -
some of the teams are even tiling
the walls. Each team will be wearing
their own colored shirts, and we
even have a dad who is going to
video-tape the day, then edit it and

Parents “Trade Spaces” with

kids to refurbish restrooms

at Las Colinas Elementary
present it just like a real ‘Trading
Spaces’ show to be aired at the next
general PTA meeting.”

“Trading Spaces Day” is a
great way to help the school, while
building community among the
parents, according to Ms.
Santoscoy. “I just think it is the
neatest thing that all these parents
are getting involved to make a real
difference for their kids and school
and yet having a great time in the
process,” she said.

Monday, all of the students
were treated to a tour of the
redecorated bathrooms. During the
week, representatives from Freeman
Elementary evaluated and judged
the bathroom decorations. “Under
the Sea”, a nautical themed boy’s
bathroom, decorated under the
direction of team leaders Greg
Parker, Joe Samuels and Jodi Galgay
won first place.

“Out of clay you formed me
And dressed me with flesh;

Father, my redeemer,
Revive me on the last day.” Psalm 39

Once again, the community of
Irving faced the grim reality of
saying ‘goodbye’ to one of its
brave, young soldiers.

Nazario Serrano was born in
Dallas on Jan. 9, 1985. He was
looking forward to returning home
on leave in two weeks to marrying
his fiancée, Amanda Story, and hold
his four month old son, Landon, for
the first time. The Irving High
School graduate was killed in the
Al Anbar Province of Iraq by enemy
fire on Jan. 30, just days after his
20th birthday.

 Clp. Serrano Serrano was
assigned to the Combat Service
Support Battalion 1, Combat Service
Support Group 11, 1st Force Service
Support Group, I Marine
Expeditionary Force, Camp
Pendleton, CA.

The following verse was included in the program for Cpl. Serrano’s funeral:

IrIrIrIrIrving laving laving laving laving layyyyys to ress to ress to ress to ress to rest another soldiert another soldiert another soldiert another soldiert another soldier

Fellow Marines carry out the solemn task of seeing Marine Cpl. Nazario Serrano laid to rest with
honors. Cpl. Serrano has been recommended for the Purple Heart.

Nazario Serrano graduated from
Irving High School before joining
the Marines.

Parent volunteers, Tammy Stack and Debbie Lynch, paint images for
the girls’ Diva/Groovy Girl bathroom.
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Skywarn Presentation:
Irving’s Emergency Management Office and the National Weather Service
Saturday, February 15, 2005 - 9 a.m. to noon at the Central Library Auditorium, 801 W. Irving
Blvd. The program is free and open to the public.For more information, call (972) 721-6559.

Irving Police Department:
Town Hall Meeting
Tuesday, February 15, 2005 - 7:00 P.M. - 10:00 P.M.
A meeting intended for community members that live and/or work north of S.H. 183
(residential and business). Academy of Irving I.S.D. (auditorium) 4601 N. MacArthur Blvd.
We welcome and encourage your attendance.

Municipal Court:
Teen Court is seeking adult volunteers to oversee jury check-in, supervise the juries and
participate in checking out defendants after their cases have been heard. For more information
or to pick up an application, visit Irving Teen Court at 305 N. O’Connor Road; call (972) 721-
3601; or e-mail mtucker@ci.irving.tx.us. Applications are also available at www.ci.irving.tx.us/
courts/welcomet.htm.

POLICE BRIEFS

Upcoming Events

Irving police are seeking help identifying
a group of individuals that have targeted
older females as prospective robbery victims.

Two early December incidents, which
occurred in Irving, have investigators

searching for information leading to the
identification and possible arrest of three
individuals. The first of these incidents
resulted in the aggravated kidnapping and
robbery of a 62-year-old Grand Prairie woman

Irving Police seek information regarding aggravated kidnapping/robbery suspects

around mid-day on Dec. 6, 2004. The victim
was leaving the Home Depot (Irving Blvd.
and Willow Creek in Irving) when she was
approached in the parking lot by a Hispanic
female reportedly looking for a church in the
area that assisted illegal aliens with obtaining
immigration papers. A male then walked by
pretending not to know either of the women,
but that he had over heard them talking and
knew of the church and that he would direct
her to it. Of course, neither of the strangers
had a vehicle and the victim was conned into
taking them in hers.

Once in the vehicle, the man displayed a
pistol and forced the victim to drive to the
victim’s bank and withdraw several thousand
dollars. The victim was then forced to drive
them to another location and park. The victim
was then told to go inside a store while the
pair remained in her vehicle. When the victim
looked back, both were gone and the victim
believes they had a third person pick them
up that had been following them.
Investigators were able to obtain a photo of
the involved male from inside the bank when
he accompanied the victim in to withdraw

the money. Investigators are asking for the
public’s assistance in identifying him.

A Hispanic female with the same story
as was used two days earlier approached a
70-year-old female in the parking lot of the
Texas Thrift store (1735 N. Story Rd., Irving)
on Dec. 8. The targeted victim became
suspicious and went back into the store and
called the police.

From these two incidents investigators
have the following descriptions of possible
suspects involved:

Suspect 1: H/f, 31-35 yrs. old, 5’9”,
approximately 145 lbs. with black (shoulder
length) hair & brown eyes.

Suspect 2: H/m, 51-55 yrs. old, 5’4”,
approximately 185 lbs. with brown hair &
brown eyes, medium complexion, wearing
glasses.  (see photo)

Suspect 3: an unknown third person,
possibly male that followed the victim &
suspects to the bank and picked up the
suspects after the victim was forced to
withdraw her money.

Possible Suspect Vehicles: an orange
pick-up truck and a gray or light blue van
described as being “very well taken care of”.

Weekly Reports
Agg. Robbery/Home Invasion-Pursuit-
Arrest:  2-4-05, 0713 hrs. Units were
dispatched to an auto theft/home invasion
robbery in the 3600 blk of Partridge Lane.
Officers were given a vehicle description of
a White Ford Escape and were advised that
the suspect was armed with a handgun and
had burglarized the family at the location and
stolen the car. An officer observed the Ford
leaving the area and attempted to stop the
vehicle at Belt Line and Pioneer. A 17-minute
chase ensued all over parts of Irving, Grand
Prairie and West Dallas; and the suspect’s
driving caused Watkins to rear end the

vehicle at 2 separate locations. The suspect
finally ran into a yard in the 2600 blk of Clymer
in Dallas and into a residence at 2603 Clymer.
A perimeter was established, and with the
help of DPD helicopter, news helicopters and
neighbors the suspect was located hiding in
a closet of the residence. A 16 yr. old juvenile
was also taken into custody for a short time
from the residence when callers advised he
was the suspect and he came out the front
doors of the house. A 24. yr old suspect was
arrested, he just recently was paroled for Agg.
Robbery, and CID is filing Agg. Robbery and
Felony Criminal Mischief. There was no
damage to any third party in this pursuit.
 

Att. Suicide: 2-4-05, 1141 hrs. Officers and
IFD were dispatched to the Four Seasons
Hotel on North Macarthur on a suicide
attempt where a female had jumped from a 9th

floor balcony. Officers arrived and found a
43 year-old female with serious injuries inside
the pool area, out the back door of the Hotel.
The female had checked in to room 973 at 10
a.m., and a witness had observed her jump
from the balcony from the room at approx.
11:40 a.m. The female left a suicide note. CID
and ID were called to the scene and officers
followed the ambulance to Parkland Hospital.
The female had life threatening injuries to
the right side of her body, including multiple
fractures of the legs, hip, arm, wrist, but is
expected to live.  
 
Agg. Robbery:  2-5-05, 0438 hrs. The victim
was getting out of his vehicle in his apartment
complex parking lot when he was approached
by the suspect. The suspect pointed a gun
at the victim and demanded his money. The
victim gave the suspect all the money he had,
and the suspect told the victim to start his
vehicle. The victim started his vehicle, and
the suspect told him to get out of the vehicle.
The victim complied and the suspect left in
the victim’s vehicle. The suspect left a vehicle
at the location, and that vehicle was also
stolen in a car jacking in Dallas.
 

Industrial Accident: 2-5-05, 2100 hrs. Trinity
Foods at 2230 E. Union Bower reported that
the employees were getting sick while inside.
We responded with IFD. Their haz-mat team
discovered that nitrogen was leaking into the
business. The business was evacuated, and
we secured the parking lot for about two
hours while IFD cleared the building. Two
people were transported to the hospital, but
their symptoms did not indicate anything life

threatening. There were no ill effects of the
nitrogen leak outside due to the wind, and
the low concentration, so there were no other
evacuations.
 
Robbery: 2-5-05, 2057 hrs. A male was at his
home when there was a knock on the door.
He opened the door to find a male by his
2001 Corvette, and he approached the male
thinking it was his brother. The male suspect
then turned towards the complainant with
his hand in his pocket acting as if he had a
gun. He demanded that the complainant give
him the keys to the car. The complainant
would not, and the complainant’s wife over
heard this so she called 911. The suspect
became more threatening, picked up a metal
chicken yard ornament and used it to threaten
the complainant. At this time we arrived and
arrested the suspect.
 
Agg. Robbery: 2-5-05, 2142 hrs. The
complainants were getting out of their vehicle
at their apartment complex. They were
approached by a male who pointed a pistol
at them and demanded their money. The
suspect left on foot and was not located.
 
Pursuit: 2-6-05, 0058 hrs. The suspect was
driving N/B on MacArthur and spun out in
front of an officer. The officer attempted to
stop the suspect and he fled N/N on
MacArthur at a high rate of speed. The
defendant pulled into a parking lot and
surrendered after fleeing for approximately
two minutes. The defendant was charged
with DWI and Evading Arrest.
 
Stabbing: 2-6-05, 2130 hrs. A male was
watching TV at his house with a friend. For
some reason they got into an argument, and
it appears the friend stabbed him in the neck.
The injury was severe and he was transported

An Irving patrol officer made a traffic
stop in the area of Britain Rd and Cason on
Jan. 5, 2005. That traffic stop resulted in the
use of force by the officer to take an
individual into custody.

The use of reasonable force to make an
arrest is within the authority of a police
officer; however department policy sets in
motion an automatic review of that action.
After reviewing the in-car video, the officer’s
supervisor became concerned that the officer

had acted outside department policy and
procedure; and he immediately initiated an
internal investigation through the department
chain of command.

At that time, the involved officer (a 28-
year-veteran) was placed on administrative
leave. In addition to an Internal Affairs
investigation, a separate criminal
investigation was initiated as well. The
completed criminal investigation was
presented to the Dallas County District

Traffic stop use of force results in officer indictment
Attorney’s Office for review and
determination of any further action.  The case
was presented to and heard by the Dallas
County Grand Jury; and the officer has been
indicted for Official Oppression. Pending the
conclusion of our internal administrative
investigation, the officer remains on
administrative leave.

“While this is an extremely unfortunate
situation, I am pleased that the officer’s
supervisors quickly reviewed the use of force

and initiated an investigation,” Police Chief
Larry Boyd, said.  “The Grand Jury’s findings
indicate that they feel the case has sufficient
facts and circumstances to warrant sending
it to the courts for a determination of guilt or
innocence. The allegations related to this
incident are serious in nature and do not
reflect the values held by the men and women
of the Irving Police Department.”



to PMH. The friend left the scene and was
not contacted. PMH advised that the victim
was in stable but serious condition in ICU.

Burglary: 2-7-05, 0745 hrs. Officers were
dispatched to 2312 W. Shadygrove on an
alarm at Aaron’s Sales and Lease. He found
the back door open. Inside the showroom
there were computer monitors that had been
knocked to the floor. Entry appeared to have
been made through the roof of the business
by a roof top air conditioning unit. On the in-
store video unit, the suspect appears at 6:53
a.m. The suspect goes immediately to the
rear dock doors and cuts the bottom floor
magnetic arm off of the sliding garage door,
so as not to set off the store alarm. The
suspect then leaves the store for about 20
seconds, returns with what appears to be a
van. Two suspects return and load a couple
of big screen TVs into the van. The suspects
leave at 7:22 a.m. and an Officer arrives at
7:24 a.m. It was later leaned that Aaron’s
Sales and Lease was also burglarized in
Arlington and Lewisville.
 
Sudden Death: 2-7-05, 1032 hrs. Officers
responded to the Pioneer Manor Apts on a

possible Code K. The victim is a 54 yr old
male. He had a long history of medical
problems. He had numerous medications,
which he had stopped taking. A friend went
to wake him and found him deceased. An
M.E. field agent came to the location to
conduct an investigation but there was no
evidence of foul play.
 
Sudden Death: 2-8-05, 1515 hrs. Officers were
dispatched to check on the well being of a
person who appeared to be sleeping in his
car at the Marquee Theatre. A truck driver
said that he had parked in the lot near the
victim’s car and saw him sleeping in the car.
He took a nap in his truck, woke up to go to
the movie, and the suspect had not moved.
When police arrived, they found him
deceased in car. ID came to the scene and
CID was notified but there did not appear to
be any foul play.
 
Fatality Accident: 2-8-05, 2213 hrs. A 2004
Jeep Rubicon, driven by the victim was W/B
3400 block East S.H. 183 when he attempted
to take the Grauwyler Rd exit. The vehicle
was traveling too fast to negotiate the exit
and the vehicle left the roadway, and traveled

POLICE BRIEFS

Aviall Inc. (NYSE:AVL) has received
exclusive aftermarket distribution rights for
spare parts for the lifetime of General Electric
company’s CF6-50 and CF6-80 aircraft
engine. The award is worth about $5 billion
to Aviall over the life of the agreement. Aviall
expects $300 million annual sales for the first
10 years of the agreement.

SBC Communications, (NYSE:SBC), the
incumbent telecommunications provider to
certain areas of Irving, has announced the
acquisition of AT&T, its parent company
prior to divesture in the mid-1980s that
revolutionized the telecommunications
industry.

Ms. Ellen O’Hara has been appointed to the
position of president and chief operating
officer of EFJohnson (NASDAQ:EFJI).
EFJohnson is located at 1440 Corporate

Drive.  O’Hara brings over 20 years of
industry knowledge to EFJohnson. She was
previously vice president and general
manager of the Radio Products Division at
Motorola. EFJohnson is a leading provider
of two way radios and communication
systems for law enforcement, fire fighters,
EMS and the military.  Michael Jalbert, CEO
of EFJohnson, will be the featured speaker at
the i-City Tech Council luncheon on Feb. 8th.

David C. Kloeppel, executive vice president
and CFO of Gaylord Entertainment Company,
has been tapped by Irving based FelCor
Lodging Trust Inc. (NYSE:FCH) to serve on
its board of directors.

Sabila Industrial SA, a wholly owned
subsidiary of Carrington Laboratories Inc.
(NASDAQ:CARN), has won a five year
agreement from Miradent Products to

produce a line of polymer-based oral
technology products, including dentures.
The value of products shipped during the
first three years is estimated at $5 million.

Cottonwood Financial, d/b/a The Cash Store,
has moved into 37,893 sq ft at 1901Gateway
Drive.  Cottonwood’s move at the recent
expiration of its lease at 1300 W. Walnut Hill
Lane, resulting in a net positive absorption
of nearly 24,000 sq ft in Irving. The new lease
is for a 10-year term.

North American Pipeline, an oil and gas
exploration firm, has signed a 3,000 sq ft, 5-
year lease at 545 E. John Carpenter Freeway.

The Millenium Center at 222 W. Las Colinas
Boulevard was the choice for Western
Pipeline to expand its offices from 2,500 sq ft
to 5,400 sq ft in a 7-year deal.

A team of four senior students at DeVry
University have requested the Chamber’s
assistance in helping them locate a local
business with a need of computer hardware
and/or networking consulting. Each student
at DeVry must complete a project for a
company, or non-profit, prior to graduating.
There is no cost to the businesses for the
students’ services. The Chamber utilized a
team of seniors in developing a database for
economic development.

The economic development staff continues
to work on 3 relocation projects into Irving
and 4 retention and/or expansion projects.

“Welcome” letters were mailed to 34
businesses receiving new sales tax permits
in Irving.

Chamber of Commerce - Econimic Development Update
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down a steep embankment causing it to
rollover. The driver was not wearing his
seatbelt and was ejected, and the vehicle
rolled over onto the victim. The victim was
pronounced dead at Parkland.
 
Pursuit: 2-9-05, 0119 hrs. Officers stopped a
blue Honda Civic at Story Rd. and Irving
Blvd. The officer ran the vehicle VIN and
found it was stolen. As the officer
approached the vehicle, the vehicle drove
off at a high rate of speed. The officer
pursued the vehicle for 8 minutes on
Highways 183 and 161 onto Northgate and
the neighborhood behind the mall. The driver
of the vehicle pulled into the Colinas Pointe
Apts at Rainier and Esters where he exited
the vehicle and attempted to flee on foot.
The suspect was apprehended and will
charged with Inv. Theft U/20,000 and Evading
Arrest, Failure to ID, and Warrants for Agg.
Assault, Evading Arrest, and Theft U/20,000.
 
Pursuit: 2-9-05, 0137hrs. Officers stopped a
maroon Oldsmobile for Inv. DWI at E/B S.H.
183 at Darr. As he was approaching, the
vehicle drove off E/B S.H. 183. The officer
pursued the suspect. The suspect attempted

The Irving Black Arts Council hosted a
reception for artists Kristye Addison, Uche
Reginald Amadi, Ron Bibbs, Patrick Crouch,
Patrick Lewis, Steve James and Clarence
Saunders on Feb. 5. An exhibit of the artists’
works, In the Spirit: An Artistic Portrayal of
Life, will be on display in the Arts Center’s
Main Gallery through Feb. 28.

to take the Grauwyler Rd. exit where he lost
control of the vehicle, struck an electrical pole
breaking it in half and came to rest in the
field. The suspect complained of shoulder
pain and was transported to Parkland where
he was admitted for observation. Charges of
Evading and DWI will be filed at large. TXU
responded and replaced the pole.
 
Burglary: 2-9-05, 0234 hrs. Complainants 1
and 2 were in their apartment, 900 block
of Hilltop and were awakened by someone
beating on their door. They became
frightened, and they heard the suspects say
they were going to come in through a
window. The complainants went into a
bedroom and locked the door. The suspect
got into the apartment by cutting a screen
and opening an unlocked window and began
beating on the bedroom door where the
complainants were. The complainants both
jumped out of the window and suffered
injuries that required they be transported to
Baylor for medical treatment. The
complainants did not know the suspects or
why they came into the apartment.
Complainants’ story was verified by a
neighbor who was awakened by the noise.

“We are showcasing works of seven
artists for our African-American history
exhibition,” Jearlene Miller, Black Arts
Council treasurer, said. “All of the artists
except one are local. Kristye Addison is from
Atlanta, GA; the others are all from the Dallas
Metroplex. Our theme is In the Spirit, so the
spirit conjures up emotions and feelings; it

Seven artists’ work featured In the Spirit: An Artistic Portrayal of Life

means different things to
different people. For
instance, pieces on
display by one of the
artists are about capturing
the African-American
worship experience.”

“Our main purpose is
to always showcase new
talent and to expose the
talents of different artists
to the Dallas/Ft. Worth
Metroplex and especially
Irving. Today one of our
featured artists is a
Caucasian. While we say
that we are showcasing the
talents of African-
Americans, we also try to
show the diversity of the
city because it takes all of
us. We teach others about
the African-American
culture and experience
through the arts, but we

also learn about other cultures,” Ms. Miller
said.

To be considered for a Black Arts
Council exhibit, artists first submit a portfolio
of slides or pictures with a resume or
biography. A Black Arts Council committee
juries the portfolio and submits the best
artists’ portfolios to the Arts Center’s Gallery
committee. The Gallery committee juries the

portfolios a second time before artists are
finally selected as exhibitors.

In the spring, the Black Arts Council will
exhibit artwork produced by Irving and Mid-
Cities high school students. If you are
interested in being considered for the spring
show, call 214-993-8444 in early March for
more information.

Artist Ron Bibbs discusses one of his works on display with
Sandra Stewart.

New Philharmonic Orchestra

presents: A Romantic Rendezvous

Guest artist Maria Schleuning joins the orchestra for an evening of romantic music.
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Story & Irving Blvd near Blockbuster
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Our Children’s Center in

Irving awarded grant from

Rosie O’Donnell foundation
Our Children’s Center in Irving (OCCI),

an outpatient clinic of Our Children’s House
at Baylor, was recently awarded an $8,000
grant from the For All Kid’s Foundation. The
grant will provide tuition subsidies for
medically specialized children who receive
childcare from OCCI.

For All Kids Foundation is a non-profit
organization founded by actress and former
talk-show host Rosie O’Donnell that awards
grants to non-profit organizations dedicated
to helping children and their families through
childcare, early childhood education, literacy
and other essential programs.

“We are a unique facility in that we not
only provide outpatient therapy for children
with special needs, but childcare for them as
well,” Molly Banks, director of OCCI said.
“This grant will allow us to financially assist

those families throughout the Metroplex who
need our services, but can’t afford it
otherwise.”

Founded in 1951, Our Children’s Center
in Irving is an outpatient pediatric clinic that
serves children with special needs in the areas
of occupational therapy, physical therapy,
speech therapy, childcare and social
services. OCCI also provides support groups
and educational seminars for families of
children with special needs who receive care.
OCCI affiliated with Our Children’s House at
Baylor in Dallas in 1996 and is a partner
agency of the United Way of Metropolitan
Dallas.

For more information about OCCI visit
www.BaylorHealth.com or call 972-790-8505
or 1-800-4BAYLOR.

The Letters to the Editor section is
devoted to giving the people of Irving a
voice. The Irving Rambler needs your
input, letters, comments – good as well as
bad, and opinions. This section can only
be successful with your support.

If you would like to see your ideas in
print, please email them to
Letters@IrvingRambler.com or mail them
to:
The Irving Rambler
Re: Letters to the Editor
P.O. Box 177731
Irving, Texas 75017

Dear Editor,

Last Tuesday night at City Hall I wished
so hard for Norman Rockwall to walk in the
door and start painting the amazing scene of
citizens in a Standing Room Only Crowd in
City Council Chambers. Mr. Rockwall would
have loved to see that vision of Americana,
which was a true testimonial to democracy.
That night every citizen of Irving had a seat
at the table.

That night at City Hall it wasn’t your
usual out-of-town developers who were
trying to obtain down-zoning for their
projects so they could make more money.
Every seat that night was filled with a real
citizen of Irving. I kept thinking of the
inspiring words of Martin Luther King, Jr.
when he said, “Our lives begin to end the
day we become silent about things that
matter.”

In that one evening, the divide between
North and South was ended, and all those
present found common ground as neighbors.
Residents of every age, every socio-
economic group and every ethnic

background shared the same story. Our
neighborhoods have deteriorated. Our
shopping areas are deplorable. Our most
valuable resources, our people, are leaving.

On and on they came—the young, the
old, the rich, the poor—all with the same
demand:  Clean Up This City NOW.

After all, ALL the homeowners of Irving
pay taxes and, therefore, they ALL deserve
attractive and safe neighborhoods. This is a
wealthy city but it needs to remember,
“Where your treasure is, there will your heart
be also.”

There is one more Citizen Input Meeting
on Neighborhood Revitalization on
Wednesday, March 23 at City Hall at 6:00.
Come and stand up for all the people and all
your neighbors in Irving. Together we can
make a difference.

I’ll save you a seat!

Sincerely,
Nell Anne Hunt

Dear Editor:

I am writing this letter to clarify and
remove possible misconceptions about the
formation and the purpose of the I.S.E.R.V.E.
(Irving South Economics, Resources, Values
& Entrepreneurship) Committee.  The
committee was formed as a directive from
Mayor Joe Putnam to former city councilman,
current Planning & Zoning Commission
Chairman, and life-long South Irving resident
John C. Danish. The mayor requested Mr.
Danish to form the committee and to study a
variety of issues affecting specifically South
Irving and generally the entire City of Irving.

The committee consists of thirteen
citizens, predominantly residents of South
Irving (all but 2 reside south of Hwy. 183)
who have a wide diversity of background
and expertise. They include business people,
attorneys, a firefighter, a home builder, real
estate brokers, a public school principal, a
teacher, former city council members, all of
whom have roots in South Irving that total
hundreds of years. The members come from
a variety of political, racial, and socio-
economic backgrounds. The committee was
NOT conceived as some sort of “good-old-
boy” political maneuver or as a tool to
undermine efforts of the city council.

Our task and hope is to research and
draft a blueprint to serve all of the citizens
for a better Irving. We are not confining our
focus to the single issue of code

enforcement; to the contrary our consensus
is that code enforcement cannot operate in a
vacuum, but is simply one piece of a larger
comprehensive plan. Among the issues on
our agenda to explore are: Property Values,
Business Mix, Rental vs. Owner-Occupied
Housing, Role of Racism or Discrimination
on Socio-Economic Class, Crime in Irving,
Structure of Government, Deed Restricted
Communities, City Participation/Partnership
with Developers, Ordinances / Code
Enforcement, Inspection / Control of Rental
Units both single and multi-family, and
Perception of IISD.

We intend to research, discuss, and
report the issues based on facts, statistics,
and economic reality. We do not intend to
sweep aside and ignore, as if it does not exist,
the role that racial and socio-economic
bigotry plays in forming the perceptions
some people have of our city. Our work
product will be a written summary setting
forth the facts we discover along with our
view of the components and action plan we
believe necessary to change the negative
realities and negative perceptions of our city
beginning now and moving into the future.

Sincerely,
David Palmer, Secretary
I.S.E.R.V.E. Committee

Matt Mungle

Staring: Will Smith, Kevin James, Eva
Mendes, Michael Rapaport, Ato Essandoh,
Amber Valletta, David Wike
Rated: PG-13

What could be more fun for Valentine’s
Day than a hilarious date movie? The problem
is finding the right one. One wrong choice
and the evening is ruined.

If you are searching for clever comedy
with elements of love and relationship then
let me introduce you to Hitch. Alex ‘Hitch’
Hitchens (Will Smith) is the Date Dr., an
anonymous fellow, who assists discouraged
males in wooing the women of their dreams.
Moreover he is an expert when it comes to
the opposite sex.

His latest client Albert (Kevin James) will
be the true test of the Dr.’s abilities as he
offers to lead him to the heart of Allegra Cole
(Amber Valletta). It doesn’t help matters that
Allegra is a wealthy heiress who can’t sneeze
without every gossip rag in the city trying to
wipe it up. Although this film follows the
path of all date movies with a plot twist that
destines to keep the lovers apart forever,
Hitch brings elements that put it beyond the
normal relationship refuse.

When you cast Will Smith in anything
he’s going to make it work. Whether he is

living with his auntie and uncle in Bel-Air,
saving the world from aliens or simply
hooking people up, Will does it like no other.
Yet he is not alone in this romp. Fresh Prince,
meet The King of Queens. Kevin James is
perfect as the fumbling, messy, oft times
clueless accountant trying to catch the ladies
eye. Combine that with the smooth vibe of
Mr. Smith and you get a comedic duo that is
relaxed and flawless.

Eva Mendes plays Sara, a writer for a
particular gossip paper who, like Hitch,
believes that perfect relationships are
designed only for other people. This isn’t
her best performance but she holds her own
for the most part. Especially when not giving
in to Hitch’s charms too easily.

So will the Date Doctor and the Gossip
Grabber hook up? Will dumpy accountant
win fair ladies heart? It takes 157 minutes to
find out. But you will certainly enjoy the time
spent finding the answers. This date movie
is definitely what the Dr. ordered.

With a spin on Hitch, I’m Matt Mungle.

Movie Review

Hitch could be the perfect

movie for your Valentine’s date

Hosted by Irving Heritage Society, Irving Sister Cities, Irving

Healthcare Foundation and a large circle of grateful friends.

A Gathering of Friends to thank them for their
significant contribution to our quality of life in Irving
and to bid Farewell to Morris & Marge Parrish

February 20, Sunday, 2-4pm
Irving Arts Center Rooms ABC

3333 N. MacArthur (Carpenter Hall entrance)
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Come join the Irving Symphony Orchestra
February 12th

for a performance by Grammy nominated Monica Mancini

TICKETS ON SALE NOW

IRVING ARTS CENTER BOX OFFICE

972-252-ARTS
Irving Symphony Orchestra

972-831-8818
Funded in pat by the City of Irving through

the Irving Arts Board

Daughter of Oscar-winner Henry Mancini,
Monica pays tribute to her father by singing many of
his biggest hits.

Monica Mancini has been nominated for a
Grammy Award for Best Traditional Pop Vocal Al-
bum.  She will find out if she wins on February the
13th

SCHOOL BRIEFS
Two Named National Merit Finalists

Both of the IISD students who were
named semifinalists in the National Merit
Scholarship Program in September have now
been named finalists. Paige Campbell and
Julie Curry, both seniors at Nimitz High
School, are among the 15,000 students who
remain in the race for $32 million worth of
merit scholarships. Finalists were chosen
from a field of more than 16,000 semifinalists
and more than 1.3 million entrants. The
process of selecting 8,000 merit scholarship
winners is now underway and the National
Merit Scholarship Corporation will begin
mailing scholarship offers to winners next
month.

Mac Presents SEUSSICAL
The MacArthur High School Fine Arts

Department will present the musical
SEUSSICAL next week in the newly
renovated MacArthur Auditorium.
SEUSSICAL is based on the highly popular
series of books by famed children’s author
Dr. Seuss. The production features some the
most beloved characters from the book series
such as the Cat in the Hat, Gertrude McFuzz,
and Horton the Elephant. The Grinch even
makes a cameo appearance.

The production of SEUSSICAL is a
collaboration of all of the performing arts
departments at MacArthur: theater arts
(Bruce Coleman); band (Will James and Scott
Dodson); orchestra (Heather Blanco); choir
(Michael D’Spain and Xavier Lazo); and
dance (Stefanie Carns). Approximately 115
students are involved in the different aspects
of the production: over 60 student actor/
singers, 25 musicians and 30 students in set-
building. SEUSSICAL is the fifth musical that
MacArthur has produced.

SEUSSICAL will play February 17,18 and
19 (Thurs., Fri., Sat.) at 7:30 p.m. in the
MacArthur Auditorium. Tickets are $10 for

adults and $5 for students. No reservations
are necessary, and tickets may be purchased
at the door.

Spellers Compete On Live TV,
Advance to County Bee

Three Irving ISD students earned the
right to compete in the Dallas County Spelling
Bee recently when they won bees for their
high school clusters, which were broadcast
live on Irving ISD’s cable channel 76.

The county bee will be held on Thursday,
Feb. 24 at Eastfield Community College in
Dallas. Winners there advance to The Dallas
Morning News Regional Spelling Bee on
Saturday, March 19, where they will compete
for the chance to go to Washington, D.C. for
National Spelling Bee Week, May 29 through
June 3.

The spelling champions are listed below.
Irving High School Cluster: Maruf Hossain,
an eighth-grader from Lamar.
MacArthur High School Cluster: Irtiza Sheikh,
an eighth-grader from Travis.
Nimitz High School Cluster: Omar Sandoval,
a seventh-grader from Austin.

Texas Capitol Schoolhouse
The Academy of Irving ISD Instructional

Technology Specialist Jennifer Hylemon and
three Academy students were among a select
group of tech-savvy visitors to the Texas
Capitol last week when they took part in the
Texas Capitol Schoolhouse project in Austin.
The students, along with peers from 14 other
districts, set up a digital classroom in the
capitol building where they conducted
school business as usual – studying, doing
homework, and turning in projects all via the
internet.

Between virtual classes, students got to
talk with Capitol employees and even some
legislators about their work and about the
integration of technology in public schools.

The Texas Senate passed a resolution in
support of the two-day project and Academy
senior Patience Ekpo got to visit the senate
floor and thank the legislators for their
support. Other students who took part were
senior Jonathan Cunningham and junior
Timothy Palmer.

The Texas Capitol Schoolhouse is a
legislative event to give students and
teachers from across the state of Texas the
opportunity to showcase how technology is
being used to improve public schools. The
goal of the event is to provide information
for legislators, other state leaders, and the
general public about how the most advanced
technologies and best practices are
improving the way teachers teach and
students learn.

Texas Poetry Festival at Nimitz
Irving ISD, Irving Public Library, and

Texas Woman’s University are collaborating
to host the third annual Texas Poetry Festival,
a one-day event featuring nationally and
locally recognized poets and poetry activities.

The festival will take place at Nimitz High
School on Saturday, April 2, during National
Poetry Month. It includes morning
workshops for educators and librarians and
an afternoon full of poetry activities for
participants of all ages. Events are scheduled
for children, teens, adults and families.

Guest speakers will include author Nikki
Grimes (Bronx Masquerade, Meet Danitra
Brown and Hopscotch Love: A Family
Treasury of Love Poems), author/illustrator
Katie Davis (Who Hops? and Kindergarten
Rocks), author Anastasia Suen (Raise the
Roof and Picture Writing), poet Will Richey
(local spoken word artist) and author/editors
Bettie Youngs and Vanessa Vega
(Tasteberries for Teens).

The conference registration fee is $25
for registrations received by March 25, and

$35 for on-site registration. The fee includes
a barbecue lunch. For more information, visit
the

Continued Tsunami Relief
Several IISD schools reported results for

a final update on tsunami relief fundraising
campaigns district-wide.

Students and staff at Schulze Elementary
School were responsible for $10,000 in aid to
victims of the disaster. Students and teachers
raised $5,000 on their own, a total that was
doubled when a local bank provided a
matching donation.

Gilbert Elementary School raised $1,561
for the cause.

Fourth-graders in Pam Campbell’s class
at Farine Elementary School organized a silent
auction, and students in Beth Cavazos’ third
grade class organized a school-wide penny
drive at Farine. In one week, the drive
collected $1,239. All of the donations from
Farine were sent to UNICEF.

Austin Middle School students and staff
raised $531 for the Red Cross’ tsunami relief
fund.

Townley Elementary School students
and staff collected money and held a cookie
sale to raise $3,266 for the Red Cross.

The student council at Travis Middle
School collected money from their peers and
teachers during lunch for a week. The group
collected $2,038 in spare change, lunch
money and allowances, more than doubling
its goal. The donations will be sent to Circle
of Health International.

Houston Middle School students and
staff collected coins and bottled water which
were picked up by Salvation Army Captain
Matthew Trayler. Trayler spoke to students
about how the donations will be distributed
to tsunami victims.
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425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

IN GOD WE TRUST

Metro (817) 498-7079
And our new location at

310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX

Metro (817) 477-3383

Visit Our Other Locations at
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Serving Irving For Over 35 Years

For Take Out Call
SPECIALS

EVERY
DAY!

“Where   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”

Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking
All You Can Eat Food

Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

Jess Paniszczyn
Southwest Deli offers unique

combinations of quality ingredients
Jess Paniszczn

Southwest Deli is a newcomer to the
local sandwich/deli market. The young
enterprise makes its way into sandwich
lovers’ hearts with high quality ingredients
and unique taste combinations.

Rick Gilson, Southwest Deli’s owner/
general manager and a former HEB Grocery
Store manager, has taken great pains to gather
the best ingredients and products for his
restaurant. Bread dough designed
specifically for the deli by a local bakery is
stretched and baked in the deli each morning.
All of the meats are cut from whole muscle;

no pressed meats allowed. Vegetables are
delivered to the deli whole and sliced on site.

The deli’s condiments include
homemade salsa ranch and homemade
avocado ranch, balsamic vinaigrette and sun-
dried tomato vinaigrette. Horseradish
mustard is delivered to the deli from a
specialty shop in Wisconsin.

Rick has designed each sandwich on the
menu to make its own statement. Unique
combinations of flavors developed through
trial and error has resulted in a selection of
sandwiches to please even the most
demanding sandwich connoisseur.

Southwest Deli’s best selling sandwich,
the Gold Rush, is a spicy mixture of oven
gold turkey, bacon, pepper jack cheese,
lettuce, tomato, onion and homemade salsa
ranch.

The Tumbleweed is a spicy sandwich
designed for veggie lovers. Sliced yellow and
zucchini squash is first marinated in sun-dried
tomato vinaigrette then baked. Pepper jack
cheese, lettuce, tomato and onion complete
this delicacy.

If your feeling a little sluggish and need
a midday pick-me-up, the Baja chicken soup
is the perfect remedy. This spicy soup is like

SouthwSouthwSouthwSouthwSouthwesesesesest Deli oft Deli oft Deli oft Deli oft Deli offffffererererers qs qs qs qs qualityualityualityualityuality

ingredients in unique combinationsingredients in unique combinationsingredients in unique combinationsingredients in unique combinationsingredients in unique combinations
an alarm clock for your brain; it will wake you
up.

A variety of Block and Barrel chips are
available to complement menu items. The
deli’s number one selling flavor of chips,
Sweet Maui Onion, tastes more like onion
rings than potato chips. Sioux City Sarsaparilla
and several flavors of gourmet sodas by
Genuine Hank’s Beverages are available to
wash everything down.

Enjoy the easy-going, contemporary
western atmosphere while dining in the deli
located at 761 S MacArthur, Ste. 101 just on
the north side of Beltline Rd. in Coppell.
Watch television, play a game of chess or
discuss your own sandwich creation ideas
with Rick.

If you cannot get away from the office,
call in an order by dialing 972-745-6920.
Southwest Deli provides catering and box
lunches for all occasions. Southwest Deli
also marks each box order with the name of
the person who ordered it, so you can have
lunch quickly and continue with your
business.

All of Southwest Deli’s menu items are
reasonably priced. Half sandwiches are $2.99
or $3.99 depending on the type. Regular size
sandwiches are $4.99 and large or star
sandwiches are $5.99.

Dining Out - Dining Out - Dining Out - Dining Out - Dining Out - A Restraunt ReviewA Restraunt ReviewA Restraunt ReviewA Restraunt ReviewA Restraunt Review
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La Cima Club in Irving, Texas has been
awarded the 2004 Silver Circle of Excellence
by ClubCorp, the world leader in delivering
premier golf, private club, and resort
experiences. The Silver Circle of Excellence
is one of ClubCorp’s most prestigious
performance recognition awards and was
presented this year to only 15 of nearly 200
clubs.

ClubCorp awards the Silver Circle of
Excellence annually to clubs based upon
achievement of specific objectives and
performance goals. The Silver Circle of
Excellence criteria focuses on ClubCorp’s key
business initiatives, including providing the
Three Steps of Service (Warm Welcomes,
Magic Moments, and Fond Farewells),
membership, and operating profits. This
marks the second year in a row that La Cima
has received the Circle of Excellence
designation.

“We are thrilled that our club is being
recognized,” says Mike Goff, General
Manager of La Cima Club. “I am so proud of
my employees. They worked hard as a team
to help reach the club’s goals while providing
outstanding service for our members.”

La Cima Club is a business and dining
club located on the 26th floor of Williams
Square in Las Colinas. The club has over 800
Members. Amenities at the club include
membership privileges at over 240 associate
clubs worldwide, complimentary continental
breakfast, six private meeting/dining rooms,
an award-winning chef, panoramic views of
the Dallas and Fort Worth Skylines, high
speed wireless internet access, networking
opportunities and business contacts,
monthly special events and live
entertainment nightly, video conferencing

La Cima Club awarded the
2004 Silver Circle of Excellence

capabilities, Wine Club, wine tastings and
wine dinners, professional and educational
seminars. La Cima Club is a popular venue
among brides and grooms, hosting 35 to 40
wedding receptions each year.  ClubCorp also
recognized La Cima Club in 2004 for achieving
the highest member satisfaction scores in the
Business Club division, consisting of 60
clubs located throughout the country.

Jess PaniszczynJess PaniszczynJess PaniszczynJess PaniszczynJess Paniszczyn

Angelo’s Spaghetti and Pizza House has
been a part of the Irving dining experience
since 1966.

Through the past 38 years Angelo’s has
stood by its motto, “A restaurant the Family
can still afford”. Daily lunch specials include
a selection of ten meals complete with salad
and garlic toast for under $5.00.

One of Angelo’s most famous meals is
the Golden Baked Lasagna, which is available
on both the lunch and dinner menus. The
lasagna is served piping hot in its own baking
dish; it will warm you up as well as fill you
up.

When enjoying Italian dining, many
folks go straight for the entrées, but don’t

Angelo’s offers a lot of food at a great price

over-look the pizzas. Angelo’s offers five
house creations, or you can select any of ten
available toppings to create your own pizza.
The thin-crust pizzas are served loaded with
toppings and hot from the oven, no boxes
here. A 10-inch pizza costs less than $9.00
and can feed at least three people. The most
expensive 14-inch pizza, “the works”, costs
less than $12.00.

Angelo’s offers an astounding variety
of Italian foods to fit every taste. Chicken
parmigiana, filet mignon, K.C. strip, antipasta
salad, meatballs, and your choice of six pastas
covered in one of 13 sauce combinations.
Top off your meal with a slice of plain,
strawberry, chocolate or caramel fudge
cheesecake.

The Nimitz High School Band along with
the Bowie, Lamar and DeZavala Middle
School Bands will host their first “Taste of
Nimitz” in the Nimitz High cafeteria, 100 W.
Oakdale Rd. from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Feb.
28. Food will be provided from the following
10 area restaurants: Outback Steakhouse,

“Taste of Nimitz”

features band concert,

dinner, silent auction
Applebee’s, Mama’s Daughter’s Diner, Cool
River, Chic-fil-A, CiCi’s, Roly Poly, Pizza Hut,
Sonny Bryan’s BBQ, and El Chico. Advance
tickets are $5 per person and can be
purchased from band students or by
contacting Scott Curry at 972-579-7300.
Tickets purchased at the door will be $7 per
person.

The only menu item I would caution you
against is the peanut butter and jelly
sandwich. This childhood favorite may take

up to 30 minutes to prepare and will set you
back $19.66. I haven’t met anyone whose tried
this sandwich, but I’d wager that it’s just like
mama used to make.

Dining Out - Dining Out - Dining Out - Dining Out - Dining Out - A Restraunt ReviewA Restraunt ReviewA Restraunt ReviewA Restraunt ReviewA Restraunt Review

Sin Fronteras
Peruvian and Mexican cuisine

Superior customer  service with
innovative dishes that are pre-

pared to perfection

Catering to your needs
137 S. Main St. Irving, TX 75061

Tues. - Thurs. 10:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Fri. - Sat. 10:30 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.

Sun. 10:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

972-253-3818

Lomo Saltado
Saute beef with onions and
tomatos served on a bed of
potatos and a mound of rice.

Papa a la huancaina
Potatoes smothered with a
cream cheese sauce and
Peruvian spices.
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Our sole focus is the people, events and businesses of Irving. The Irving
Rambler is Irving’s paper of today and of the future.

While other papers may be dropping or limiting their coverage of Irving, The
Irving Rambler is proud to continue to report news important to the people
of Irving.

The Irving Rambler is a positive, weekly, community newspaper serving
Irving for the past 11/

2
 years. The Irving Rambler is the paper Irving reads.

Stay informed about your community.

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Telephone: Sign:

E-mail Address:

Subscribe to The Irving Rambler
“The paper Irving reads.”

Have The Irving Rambler delivered to your mailbox; don’t miss another issue
of your favorite newspaper. Remain informed about the people and events of
Irving.  The Irving Rambler will remain available in select areas around Irving
free of charge.

12 MONTHS $35 6 MONTHS $20

The Irving Rambler, P.O. Box 177731, Irving, TX 75017

Now get The Irving Rambler
delivered to your home

Why consider a Roth IRA?
By Bill Hooten

Q. My brother just opened a Roth IRA
and told me to look into that before April
15th. I already have a retirement plan at work,
and I’ve been told before that I can’t
contribute any more to my IRA. Do I qualify
for a Roth?

A. The Traditional Individual Retirement
Arrangement (IRA) can be an appropriate part
of retirement planning because of its tax-
deferral advantages. Unfortunately, because
of participation in an employer sponsored
retirement plan and having adjusted gross
income (AGI) that exceeds certain amounts,
not everyone is eligible to take advantage of
the tax-deduction benefits of a Traditional
IRA.

Even though you may not be able to
take a tax deduction for a traditional IRA
contribution, you may want to look into the
possibilities of a Roth IRA. Contributions
are not deductible, so you won’t receive that
income tax advantage. However, once the

Roth IRA has been in existence for five tax
years and you are older than 59 ½,
distributions of earnings can be made federal
income tax free.

Your Roth IRA may be funded by the
same vehicles that are available for
Traditional IRAs. The investments you
choose should be based on your
circumstances, goals and your comfort level.

Whether you can benefit from the tax-
deductible features in a Traditional IRA or
the tax-free distributions of a Roth IRA,
investing in your future is something that
should not be delayed. The sooner you make
the decision to contribute to a retirement
account, the sooner the tax advantages of
an IRA can work for you.

Bill Hooten is a 30-year Select Agent with
State Farm Insurance and Financial Services.
His office is at 7600 N. MacArthur Blvd., Suite
130, Irving, 75063. His email is accessible at
www.BillHooten.com.

As members of the Episcopal Church of
the Redeemer prepared for a special service
Sunday afternoon, they sat as far away from
the pulpit as possible. Rows of empty pews
were not the result of Reverend Gail Gateley’s
fiery sermons; the pews were empty because
everyone wanted to sit as close to the new
Allen Model AP17e church organ as possible
during its dedication to the church.

“The new Allen organ is the latest in
digital technology and will produce a full and
rich range of sound,” Rev. Gateley said.

Church dedicates organ
Following the dedication, the choir and

congregation sang in accompaniment as
organist Mark Arcemont presented an organ
recital featuring works by Bach, Buxtehude,
Howells and Duruflé. Mark is the current
organist at the church and is involved with
St. Mark’s School of Texas as their Gifts
Manager and organist.

Following the recital, church members
gathered for a reception in the Parish Hall.
Funds for the purchase of this organ came
partly as a result of a generous gift from the
Howard Day Memorial Fund.

By Leann Callaway
Millions of viewers watched as Jeff

Johnson of Irving competed for the chance
to become the next American Idol.

“Back in September, I auditioned in New
Orleans with around 8,000 other people,”
Johnson explained. “At first, I just thought it

would be fun to be part of the craziness of
auditioning for the show. But, four auditions
later the judges said, ‘Yes, you’re going to
Hollywood!’”

During the audition in New Orleans,
Johnson (who leads praise and worship for

several Texas churches) was shown praying
with a group of contestants.

In November, Johnson went to
Hollywood for the next round of competition,
which was shown Feb. 8. Although Johnson
was not selected as a finalist for American
Idol, many doors have been opened because
of experience.

Irving resident attempts to become the next American Idol
Johnson, who was already a sought-after

worship leader, is even more in demand than
ever before. His worship CD, Shaken, is the
#1 seller at www.independentbands.com.

This summer, Johnson will be performing
at 94.9 KLTY Interstate Batteries “Celebrate
Freedom”, which is one of the largest
Christian gatherings in the country.

The annual Heritage Society Valentine
Tea is a rare opportunity to meander back in
time. The sister-in-law of the city’s co-
founder planned the original fete. Now Irving
residents can peek back to that afternoon in
1914, as the Heritage Society replicates the
tea in all its elegance.

You’re invited to the Heritage House
February 13 to enjoy an afternoon of
delightful finger foods (recipes plucked from
the Heritage Cuisine Cookbook); punch, tea,
and coffee (served in vintage sterling silver);

Valentine Tea captures days gone by
great fellowship (you’ll meet other society
members and their guests); piano music from
the era (Dr. Clay Gilbert will delight us with
renditions on the antique piano in the music
room)—all in the historical ambiance of the
home C.P. Schulze built for his bride. Even
the decorations reflect Mrs. Schulze’s touch.

Mark your calendar: Sunday, February
13, 2005, 2-4 p.m., at the Heritage House, 303
South O’Connor Road, Irving.

For more information see
www.irvingheritage.com or call 972-252-3838.
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Margret’s Corner

OBITUARIES

Clifton Cottage AntiquesClifton Cottage AntiquesClifton Cottage AntiquesClifton Cottage AntiquesClifton Cottage Antiques
2105 W. Shady Grove Road, Irving, TX 75060

alp4411@airmail.net
972-399-8000

Furniture, Glassware, Toys, Crafts, Collectibles
Sun - Fri 1 pm - 6 pm    Sat 10 am - 6 pm

Margaret Lopez is an indepenfent writer for the Irving Rambler.  An Irving resident for
more than 12 years, she and her husband have been married for more than 37 years and
have four daughters and four grandsons

Advertise in the
Irving Rambler
972-675-6493

Hi Irving!

This week I wanted to write about
something that should be important to all of
us…our environment. We should all do our
part to keep the earth clean.

I’m sure you are aware of the many
benefits of recycling paper, aluminum, etc.,
but how about mobile phones? I don’t keep
up with the latest technology as much as
some people, but mobile phones are a
concern to me. We should all recycle our used
mobile phones. Did you know that some
materials frequently used to construct mobile
phones are toxic? I realize that the toxic
materials in a single phone are probably
minimal, but when you consider the vast
number of discarded phones, the danger is
very real. If we continue to put them in our
landfills, we could be causing lasting damage
and harm to the environment. So is it not just
sensible to discard them properly?

Mobile phones can be reused or melted
down for alternate uses. There are several
different websites that provide alternatives

to either refurbish or recycle mobile phone
materials. Below are just a few:
www.wirelessrecycling.com
www.wirelessfoundation.org/donateaphone/

index.cfm
www.recyclewirelessphones.com
www.attwireless.com/our_company/cares/

recycle_program.jhtml
www.call2recycle.org
www.verizonwireless.com/hopeline

Log onto any of these websites to find
out how they use the donated mobile
phones. Many partner with non-profit
organizations and charities.

I really believe that in the long run, the
use of mobile phones could have a negative
impact on our health if we don’t use a
headset. Even if you’re not sure, why take a
chance? Especially when it is so easy and
inexpensive to use a headset/earpiece. I also
feel that children should never handle or use
a cell phone…but this is just my personal
opinion.

I hope this article is very helpful to many
people. Please share these websites with

others; all of us together can contribute to
protecting and preserving our environment
for ourselves and for generations to come.

Please remember the family and friends
of Marine Cpl. Nazario Serrano in your

prayers. He was only 20 years-old when he
gave his life so others could know freedom.

Attend Church Sunday.
God Bless You!

CPL. NAZARIO SERRANO JEFF WHITFIELD LOVELL
Jeff Whitfield Lovell of Seagoville, formerly

of Irving passed away February 1, 2005.
He was born on January 4, 1931 in Cuthand,

Texas. Survivors include son Kenneth Lovell and
wife Terrie of Irving; son Jeff Lovell and wife
Rhonda of Grapevine, daughter Patricia Belvin and
husband John of Seagoville; brothers Orvel “Red”
Lovell of Grapevine and Ovel “Cotton” Lovell of
Alvord, Texas; and 4 grandchildren.

Funeral services were held at 10:00 a.m.
Friday, February 4, 2005 at Brown’s Memorial
Funeral Home Chapel with Kenneth Lovell
officiating. Interment followed at Lonesome Dove
Cemetery in Southlake, Texas.

ROLF O. HASS
Rolf O.Hass, 91, passed away on February 01,

2005 in Irving, TX.
He was born on April 4, 1913 in Stuttgart,

Germany. He was a resident of Irving where he had
been a piecegoods buyer and later Department Store
Manager for E.M Kahn in Irving and A. Harris in
Oak Cliff for many years. He was a longtime
member of St. James Catholic Church in Oak Cliff
and recently of St. Luke’s Catholic Church in
Irving.  A member of the Knight’s of Columbus
Oak Cliff Council 3593 4th Degree Msgr. Burnes
Assembly 2799.

Rolf is survived by his Daughter Annette Rios
of Irving, TX, Son: Trice Walter Haas of Estero,
Fl., 6 Grandchildren and 5 Great Grandchildren.
Visitation Sunday from 6:00p.m. to 8:30p.m. with
a Rosary Service at 7:00p.m. at Calvary Funeral
Home. A graveside services will be on Monday,
February 7, 2005 at 12 Noon at Laurel Land
Memorial Park in Dallas, TX.

DAVID ALAN FARQUHAR
David Alan Farquhar, age 77, of Keller,

formerly of Irving, passed away on Wednesday,
Feb. 2, 2005. Funeral services will be 11:30 a.m. at
Chism-Smith Funeral Home with interment at DFW
National Cemetery. 

Mr. Farquhar was born on January 26, 1928 in
Oxford, Mississippi. He married Mary Ann Dolan
in 1953, she preceded him in death in 2003. Mr.
Farquhar loved flying and received his pilot’s license
in 1963. He was a sports fan who loved the Texas
Rangers, Dallas Cowboys and the UTEP Miners. 

Survivors include son, David Randall Farquhar
and wife Terri; daughter, Tracy McCann; sister,
Phyllis Seabrook; brother, Winston Farquhar;
grandchildren, Will and Kelsey McCann.

JAMES K. MANTOOTH
James K. Mantooth, age 80, of Irving, TX,

passed away Thursday, February 3, 2005. Funeral
Mass will be held 11:30 a.m. Tuesday, Feb. 8th at St.
Luke’s Catholic Church with interment at DFW
National Cemetery. 

Mr. Mantooth was born on Sept. 2, 1924 in
Denison, TX. He married Irene Schumacher on
Oct. 9, 1943 in Winona, Minnesota. Mr. Mantooth
served the U.S. Army. He retired as a photo engraver
with the Fort Worth Star Telegram.

Survivors include, wife Irene Mantooth of
Irving, TX; daughters, Phyllis Gustafson of Irving,
TX, Patricia Mantooth of Irving, TX, Judy Penton
of Mesquite, TX, Kathy Vargas of Irving, TX,
Frances Lambrecht of Kerens, TX, Therese Bright
of Grand Prairie, TX and Laura Sprague of Irving,
TX; sons, Edmond Mantooth of Bosier City, LA,
William Mantooth of Irving, TX and James
Mantooth Jr. of Grand Prairie, TX; 31 grandchildren
and 20 great-grandchildren.

LUCILLE COOPER
Lucille Cooper, age 98, of Irving, TX, passed

away on February 3, 2005. A graveside service will
be held 2:00 p.m., Wednesday, Feb. 9th at Fort Sam
Houston National cemetery in San Antonio, TX. 

Mrs. Cooper was born on April 9, 1906 in
Clayton, Illinois. She married Carl Cooper in 1945;
he preceded her in death on January 16, 1999. Mrs.
Cooper was an elementary school teacher. 

She is survived by one son, Vernon Cooper
and his wife Gladys of Irving, TX; grandchildren,
Angela Staggs of Witchita Falls, TX, Sabrina Bussey
of Hooks, TX, Jennifer Diedrich of Cold Springs,
Minnesota, Lawanna Cooper of Irving, TX; 9 great-
grandchildren.

PETER SAM FARINA

Home. A rosary will be held at St. Luke’s Catholic
Church at 7:45 PM Sunday. Mass of Christian Burial
will be 10:00 AM Monday, February 7, 2005 at St.
Luke’s Catholic Church with Father Aidan
O’Donovan as celebrant. If desired, memorial
donations may be made to St. Luke’s Catholic Church,
202 S. MacArthur Blvd., Irving, TX 75061,
American Heart Assoc., Texas Affiliate, Inc., PO
Box 15186 Austin, TX 78761-5186, or Knights of
Columbus, 2906 Rock Island, Texas 76060.

GREGORIO MARTINEZ, JR.

Cpl. Nazario Serrano,
20, passed away on
January 30, 2005 in
Iraq.

He was born on
January 9, 1985 in
Dallas, Texas. As
millions of Iraqis went
to the polls on Sunday,
Cpl. Serrano, attached
to the Second Recon
Battalion, was engaging
an enemy mortar team

around noon. He was struck and killed by enemy
fire. Cpl. Serrano was a graduate of Irving School
before joining the U.S. Marines. He was looking
forward to returning home to marry his high school
sweetheart and greet his new son. His passion was
for the fast-paced life was reflected in his love of
his motorcycle, fast cars, racing and four-wheeling,
friends and family.

Cpl. Serrano is survived by his Parents: Jose
De Jesus & Maria Guadalupe Serrano of Irving, TX,
Son: Landon Heath Serrano of Kaufman, TX,
Fiancée: Amanda Story of Kaufman, TX, Three
Brothers: Javier Serrano and Daniel Serrano of
Irving, TX, Jesus Serrano of St. Charles, Illinois,
Paternal Grandmother: Celeste Diaz of Cuba and
Maternal Grandfather: Bonifacio Arrellano of
Mexico.

A Rosary service was held on Monday, at
7:00p.m. at Calvary Funeral Home. Mass of
Christian Burial will be held on Tuesday, February
8, 2005 at 1:00 p.m. at St. Luke’s Catholic
Church. Rev. Francisco Orozco, Celebrant.
Interment will be at the Dallas- Ft. Worth National
Cemetery at 3:00 p.m.

LEONA HAMILTON
Leona Hamilton passed away on Wednesday

February 2, 2005 in Stephenville, Texas. She is in
heaven reunited with her husband Weldon Hamilton.
They had been married sixty-four years when he
passed away in 1998. She was preceded in death by
a beloved sister Ralphine Terrill, brother Doc
McElroy, two other sisters early in her life and her
mother Ellie Seaton McElroy and father James
McElroy.

Leona was a wonderful mother to Roger
Hamilton of Stephenville, Texas and grandmother
to Roger Hamilton, Jr. of Euless, Texas and Paula
Hamilton of Irving; Mindy Hamilton of Brookings,
Oregon and Hayley Hamilton of Wylie, Texas. She
is also survived by many loving nieces and nephews.

The viewing will be Friday from 7:00 to 9:00
P.M. Funeral services will be held at 1:00 P.M.
Saturday, February 5, 2005 at Brown’s Memorial
Funeral Home Chapel.

Peter Sam Farina,
of Irving, passed away
Thursday, February 3,
2005.

He was born July
26, 1915 in Woodside,
Louisiana. Pete was a
member of St. Luke’s
Catholic Church in
Irving where he was an
usher for 20 years. He
was a member of the
Knights of Columbus,
Lively Swingers

Performers and also the Senior Citizen Group of
Irving.

Preceded in death by his son, Sammy Farina
and brother, Sam Farina; he is survived by daughter,
Theresa Purcell and husband Ken of Aubrey, Texas;
daughter-in-law, Glena Farina of Corinth, Texas;
brother, Ciro Farina of Dallas; sisters, Mary Vullo,
Laura Arnone, Angie Zaby, and Josie Foto, all of
Dallas; grandchildren, Skipper High, Shawn Purcell,
Bradley Craig Farina, Shanon Purcell, Stacy Stewart
and 11 great grandchildren.

Family visitation will be 2-4 PM, Sunday,
February 6, 2005 at Brown’s Memorial Funeral

G r e g o r i o
Martinez, Jr. of Irving
passed away on February
4, 2005.

He was born
March, 27, 1947 in
Reynosa, Tamaulipas,
Mexico. He attended
Vida-Abundante Baptist
Mission. Survived by his
wife of 35 years, Rosa
Martinez, two sons,
Gregorio and Daniel

Martinez, three daughters, Sandra Reyna, Diana
Flores, and Roxanne Torres, Son-in-laws, Charles
Reyna, Oscar Torres and Daughter-in-law Monica
Martinez all of Irving. Three brothers, Arturo
Trevino, Guadelupe and Hermilo Martinez, and nine
grandchildren, Laura, Rachel, Gregorio, Samantha,
Joshua, Joseph, Rose, Faith and Jonathan.

Services will be held at 10:00 am, Tuesday,
February 8th, at Ben Brown’s Memorial Funeral
Home Chapel, with long time family friend,
Chaplain Marcos Castro officiating with interment
to follow at Oak Grove Memorial Gardens.
Visitation will be Monday from 7-9 pm.

SANDRA L. NEWBERRY
Sandra L. Newberry of Irving passed away

Friday, January 28, 2005.
She was born December 18, 1948 in Los

Angeles, California. Survivors include her sons, Ron
Rich of Las Vegas, Nevada, Ryan Rich of Irving;
sisters, Traci Whitson of Granbury, Texas, Barbara
Jackson of Irving; and 4 grandchildren.

A graveside service was held 12:00 PM,
Monday, January 31, 2005 at Jackson Cemetery,
Bennington, Oklahoma. Local arrangements were
made by Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home.

606 West Airport Freeway – Irving, Texas  75062
(972) 579-1313   www.donnellyscolonial.com

Serving Irving  families since 1963

We Provide The Personal Touch
Family owned and Operated

972-259-7644
1-800-259-7644

MOBILE 214-293-1475
129 S. O’Connor
Irving, TX 75060

Irving’s oldest funeral home



The DFW Humane Society, 1611 West Irving Blvd, Irving, TX 75061 972-253-3333

Animals PresentlyResiding At

The DFW Humane Society

Stemmons foundation pledges $100,000 annual
matching funds grant for each of the next five years.

“We are raising funds to build a new shelter; named Corky’s
Cottage. Corky’s Cottage is going to be about 10,000 square
foot facility. We bought 2.2 acres adjacent to our current facility.
We have done all of the architectural renderings, everything is
done for the new facility; now comes the hard part, raising the
$2.4 million that we need to get it up and running,” Darryn
Pope, the D/FW Humane Society board president.

Every dollar you send is worth two dollars with the grant.

Stella

Breed: Pit Bull
Sex: Female
Weight: about 65 lbs.
Age: about 3 years

Dollie

Breed: Domestic Short Hair
Sex: Female / Spayed
Weight: about 8 lbs.
Age: about 1 years
Color: Black & White

Reason for Surrender: Found as a stray.
Comments: Dollie is sweet and good with kids
and other cats.

Color: White & Black
Reason for Surrender: Found as a stray.
Comments: Do not let my breed fool ya. I am
a gentle, loving companion with so much to
give. I am housebroken and good with other
pets.
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OBITUARIES

Plan for the Future
4 Oak Grove Cemetery Lots Available

Asking $1435 each
50% off retail price ($2870)

Available in sets of two or four

972-254-5816 or 972-672-4656

RELIGIOUS

MARY LUCILLE MOSELEY
Mary Lucille Moseley, 89, passed away on

February 4, 2005 in Irving, Texas. She was born on
October 14, 1915 in Benton, Mississippi. Mrs.
Moseley was a member of Plymouth Park Baptist
Church and a former member of Parkway Baptist
Church in Natchez, MS. 

She is survived by Daughter: Beverly Beall of
Irving, TX, Two Sons: Emmett V. Moseley III of
Mobile, AL and John W. Moseley of Irving, TX,
Six Grandchildren, 6 Great Grandchildren.

Funeral services were held on Tuesday,
February 8, 2005 at 10:00a.m. at Parkway Baptist
Church in Natchez, MS. Interment followed at
Roseland Cemetery in Gloster, MS. Local
arrangements conducted under the direction of
Calvary Funeral Home.

JOHN M. MOSELEY
John M. Moseley passed away on February 7,

2005 in his Irving home. Services are pending at
Calvary Funeral Home.

JANET RENEE HUGHES NASH
Janet Renee Hughes Nash, of Irving, Texas,

passed away Monday, February 7, 2005.
She was born May 13, 1953 in Lubbock, Texas.

Renee was a member of St. Stephen’s Presbyterian
Church in Irving and a 1971 graduate of MacArthur
High School. She was a member of The Huguenot
Society of the Founders of Manakin and The
National Society of Sons and Daughters of the
Pilgrims.

Survivors include parents George and Mary
Hughes of Irving; sons, James Nash of Farmers
Branch, Texas, and Paul Nash of Irving; sister,
Katherine Ruth and husband Richard Moss of
Atlanta, Texas; aunts, Margaret Hanson of Edna,
Texas, and Dorothy Henderson of Buchanan Dam,
Texas; uncle, Bobby T. Hughes and cousin, Richard
Pritchett of Lubbock; cousins, Clay, Jacque, and
Cassie Ames of Austin, Texas, Carter, Fawn, Tegan,
Ean Ames and Kent Ames of Corpus Christi, Texas;
and special friends, Deb Craft and husband Rick of
Ovilla, Texas.

A graveside service will be held 10:00 A.M.
Friday, February 11, 2005 at Resthaven Memorial
Park, Lubbock, Texas. In lieu of flowers, memorial
donations may be made to St. Stephen’s
Presbyterian Church, 1621 W. Grauwyler Rd.,
Irving, Texas 75061.

DON FREAD
Don Fread, age 86, a resident of Irving, Texas

for forty-five years formerly of Corpus Christi,
Texas died Feb 6, 2005 at Hearthstone at Irving,
an assisted living center.

Born Jan 17, 1919 in Purdon, Texas to Lewis
Don and Alberta Robbins Fread, he was a carpenter.

Survivors include his wife, Donna of Irving;
four daughters; three sons; seventeen grandchildren;
seven great grandchildren; and, brother, Dan Fread
of Irving.

Graveside Service 10:00 a.m., Wednesday, Feb
9, 2005 at Oak Grove Memorial Gardens in Irving.
Rev. Lewis Cooper officiating.

ABIGAIL OLIVIA BILBREY
Abigail Olivia Bilbrey, infant daughter of Carol

Bilbrey, residing in Irving, Texas, was born and died
Feb 5, 2005 at Baylor Medical Center at Irving.

Survivors include her mother, Carol; brother,
Jaydon Pittenger of Irving; grandmother Carol Ann
Bilbrey of Oklahoma; grandfather, Drew Bilbrey of
Hurst as well as aunts, uncles and cousins.

Graveside Service 2:30 p.m., Friday, Feb 11, 2005
at Oak Grove Memorial Gardens in Irving.

JERRY SHAW

Dalhart; and many other family members and
friends.

Memorial Service 2:00 p.m., Saturday, Feb 12,
2005 at Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home Chapel.
Memorials may be made to Mary Crowley Medical
Research Center, Attn: Donation Dept., 1717 Main
Street, 60th Floor, Dallas, TX 75201.

MARY ELIZABETH OWENS

Tx. Betty Moses (Don) of Norman, Ok., Linda
Pannell (Roy) of Coppell, Tx., and Randie (Stanley)
Thompson of San Angelo, Tx., 12 Grandchildren
and 25 Great Grandchildren, 7 Great Great
Grandchildren and One Brother:  Tommy (Aline)
Love of Amarillo, Tx.

Funeral services will be held on Friday,
February 11, 2005 at North Irving Baptist Church
at 2:00p.m.  Interment will be Saturday at 11:00a.m.
at Elmwood Memorial Park in Abilene, Texas.

CORA MAE SWINDELL

Jerry Shaw, age 66,
a resident of Irving,
Texas since 1963, died
Feb 6, 2005 at Baylor
Medical Center at
Irving.

Born July 9, 1938
in Smith County, Texas
to Garland C. and
Dorothy Palmer Shaw,
he was a U.S. Navy
veteran, serving as a
radioman from 1956 to

1960. He married Glenda Juanice Nail Feb 16, 1962
in Snyder, Texas. An inventor and entrepreneur,
he was owner of RKR Manufacturing, Inc. in Grand
Prairie, TX.

Survivors include his wife Glenda of
Irving; son, Scott Shaw; son, Michael Shaw and
wife Jennifer, all of Irving; two grandchildren, Brian
Shaw and Brittany Shaw, both of Irving; brother
Durwood Shaw of Midland; sister, Donna Siebert of

Mary Elizabeth Owens,
85, passed away on
February 7, 2005 in
Irving, Tx.  She was
born on April 12, 1919
in Roaring Springs,
Texas.  Mrs. Owens had
been a resident of Irving
since 2000 and longtime
prior resident of
Abilene.   She was a
member of Calvary
Baptist Church in

Abilene and was retired from Atlas Moving
Company where she was the owner for many years.
She was preceded in death by her Husband:  Randy
Owens and Duaghter:  Mary Sue Lamar.
She is survived by Five Daughters:  Joanne Anthony
(Kenneth)of Merkel, Tx., Martha Pistole of Irving,

Cora Mae Swindell, age
61, a resident of Irving,
Texas for eighteen
years, died February 3,
2005 at home.  She was
born May 12, 1943 at
Altoona, Pennsylvania
to Frederick and
Caroline NáPapa
M c C o m m o n s .
Survivors include her

loving husband of eighteen years, Thomas Swindell
of Irving; loving caretakers, Bobbi Little and Nina
Blake and a host of other friends and acquaintances.
Private services are planned.    Memorials may be
made to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, Attn:
“Infectious Diseases,”  501 St. Jude Place,
Memphis, TN 38105.

Jim Gerlach
Oak View Baptist Church

Have you noticed the bumper
crop of acorns this year? We have
22 trees in our yard - mostly oak
trees. I am used to raking and
bagging bushels of leaves each fall,
but this year I am shoveling
acorns...”thousands” of them.
Experts say that the acorn
“harvest” is weather related. At
night, we hear the plop, plop, plop
of acorns falling on the roof. It’s
gotten to where Tashia is making
our kids wear their bicycle helmets
if they want to go into the backyard.

I began to wonder, “Is there
any use for all these acorns?” After

a little research, I found there are at
least three. First, you can leach,
shell, grind and wash the acorns
into meal.  There are some great
recipes for acorn pancakes, acorn
bread and acorn stew. Secondly,
you can encourage the squirrels to
eat the acorns and then eat the
squirrels. In fact, the fatter (and
slower) the squirrel, the easier they
are to “catch.” Properly prepared,
you can enjoy Squirrel Stew (a
favorite of Davy Crockett), Fried
Squirrel and even Squirrel Fricassee.

But most importantly, acorns
are for growing oak trees. A wise
man once said, “An oak tree is just
an acorn that refused to give up its

Is there a purpose to all of the

acorns driving folks nuts?
ground.” Our purpose at Oak View
is to help turn “acorns” into spiritual
“oak trees.” Don’t give up your
ground. Dig in! God promises to
finish what he begins in our life.
Phil. 1:6 You are a work in progress.
Gal.
2:20

So as we welcome more and
more acorns to our church, let’s be
careful to water, protect and nurture
each other. “But blessed is the man
who trusts in the LORD, whose
confidence is in him. He will be like
a tree planted by the water that
sends out its roots by the stream.”
Jer. 17:7-8a

Church hosts Super Bowl extravaganza

Dozens of television screens filled several rooms and common areas
throughout Irving Bible Church during Super Bowl XXXIX. Hundreds of
fans enjoyed the big game while the kids were kept entertained by clowns,
puppet shows, games and bounce houses.
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Antiques &
Collectibles

FOR SALE-Hot Wheels
Collection-Treasure Hunts,
Final Runs and many other
series 972-438-4522

ANTIQUES TREASURE
HOUSE - Lowest prices, weekly
inventory, layaway available,
furniture collectibles, Canine
Accessories, Consignments,
214-542-3950.

Appliances
Heavy duty washer or dryer only
$97 Great condition 972-670-
1999

Auto Parts
A/C Compressors for Auto’s
General Mechanics, Elect-
rical, & Upholstery. We have
the lowest prices Nationwide !
Conveniently located in Irving,
TX. Call 888 317-2025 or visit
us at3367 Conflans Rd.,
Irving 75061. Ask for Joe or
Richard

Business
Opportunity

FREE Airline Tickets for taking
a look at becoming a Travel
Agent. Unlimited Income
Potential  1-888-314-8005  No

Experience Required.

Best Home Based Business
O p p o r t u n i t i e s
Our comprehensive business
program provides you with all
help, and support you need to
start your Home-Based Business
today. Excellent Earnings, and
Benefits. Call now 214 729-
4877 - Ask for Mark Hoyle.

Needed !  Representatives to
help launch our business in the
city of Irving. Make up to $500
per week p/t.  No sales
involved.  Must be at least 18
years old. Call 877 481-1144

Equipment
Hall Equipment and Supply Inc.
Specializing in sales, rental,
parts and service of skidsteer
loaders and trenchers. Scatrack
1300 D skidsteer 75 hrs
$15,000.
1100 N Loop 12, Irving, TX
75061. 972-445-0848

GBC Bindery equipment and
large quantity of supplies Best

offer.  214-478-2915

Health
A Unique, Exclusive
Proprietary Product Taking the
World by Storm Unlimited
potential Once-in-a-Lifetime
Opportunity Call Now 972-
259-3058

LIMU MOUI
Amazing Life-Enhancing
Benefits! A Unique Nectar that
helps achieve optimal health
Call Now 972-259-3058

Townhome
For Sale by owner, elegant
2BR, 2 1/2 Bath, Luxury
Townhome. 100% financing
available. 214-783-5938

Duplex
Duplex 2bed/1bath/1 w/d con
ch/a appl. no pets $600 + dep
972-986-7687   972-790-4214

GREAT CONDO
FOR SALE or RENT

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms, 1
Garage, 1 Carport Berber carpet,
ceramic tile, decorator paint,
fireplace, ceiling fans, small
fenced yard NW Irving in gated
community with 2 pools, hot
tub & more. Sale $89,900 or
Rent $900* per month *Rent
includes: water, cable tv,
security, more Ready for Move
In! MAKE OFFER! Contact
Mark Bailey:  972-252-5225 or
972-333-3716

Help Wanted
Sales

Advertising Sales representative
with newspaper or on-line
experience needed. 214-675-
6493

Hairstylist /nail technician
Hairstylist and nail technician
needed immediately in busy
upscale salon located in Irving
Call 972-870-0002 Low Rent

Reporter & Layout
Artist

Reporter & Layout Artist needed
familiar with mircosoft and
Adobe Products 972-675-6493

Immediate Opening
Full time cashier needed for
convenience store/gas station in
Irving area. Call 972-513-0276
after 8 p.m. 972-986-1979

Caregivers needed
ing for loving honest and
dependable caregivers to work
with people in need in our
community. This is a good
opportunity for students, retired
individuals, and those making
career changes. If your are
interested in making a difference
in the life of a special person
and making some money, please
call to day - 972-841-5120. Ray
of Sunshine Sitting Service of
Carrollton

Insurance
Auto Insurance for virtually any
customer - good driving record
or a few tickets. Se habla
espanol. Economical Insurance
972-413-1270

Private Tutoring
K-Adult reading, phonics,
math, English, GED, etc. Assist
Homeschool Experienced and
Highly Recommended Carol
Cunningham 972-254-3032

REWARD
For information leading to the
arrest and conviction of the
person or persons who broke
into and removed items from a
vehicle on Senter Valley, Irving.
Call 214-675-6493

IRVING RAMBLER MARKETCENTER
Online & In print

IRMC Business Directory

Travel
FREE Airline Tickets for taking
a look at becoming a Travel
Agent. Unlimited Income
Potential  1-888-314-8005
No Experience Required.

Antiques
We offer the lowest prices with
constantly changing inventory
on Antique furniture, collec-
tibles and canine accessor-
ies.214-542-3950

Carrying furniture, glassware,
toys, crafts & collectibles. 972-
399-8000

Dog Grooming
Ruth Foote Dog Grooming Star
Mobile Dog Professional
Grooming in the convenience
of your driveway call Ruth 469-
233-6228  2517 Brockbank

75062

Hair
Enjoy personal day spa services
without the Las Colinas prices
972-438-4550

Insurance
Bill Hooten Insurance Agency,
Inc. Celebrating 30 years with
State Farm 972-409-9940

Bruce Stone Insurance Agency-
Insurance and Financial
Services 972-986-8822

Lawn Care
Full service grass cutting,
raking, bushes trimmed. Most
lawns $25 FREE ESTIMATES
972-989-1145

Motorcycles
Killa’ Cycles is a privately
owned company in the Dallas,
Texas area dedicated to the craft
of motorcycles. we specialize in
custom motorcycle design and
construction. 972-313-2196

Photography
Reasonable prices for your own
special event 469-855-8076

Resumes
Home of the $65 resume package
972-257-1329

Special Events
Our grounds feature richly
detailed landscaping, compli-
mented by fountains and garden
statues. We have a variety of
garden ornaments that make our
facility ideal for your wedding
or special occasion. 972-438-
6686

Tax Services
Providing complete income tax
services. electronic and paper
filing available. 972-445-1243

Web Services
Web Designers and
Web Solutions Providers for the
Serious Business 877-513-0553

United Family Karate Academy

3455 N. Beltline, Ste 103  Unitedfamilykarate.com

(Located next to T.J.

Maxx & Jason’s

Deli)
(972) 252-7600(972) 252-7600(972) 252-7600(972) 252-7600(972) 252-7600

“We can see positive results in our kids already in the 1st month.
Amazing!” Jim & Jeannette Lucas

“I have been able to garden longer.” Ann Craft

“He got up by himself and cleaned his room without being told.  Thanks
to Family Karate” Vince & Dana Bucher

ONE WEEK FREE

Happy Valentine’s Day

Repair
Carpentry, painting, misc.

repairs. Handyman, odd jobs.
214-277-1895  Jerry

The Irving Rambler MarketCenter is a new addition to our newspaper.
Businesses can now utilize the online marketcenter to reach a completely
different reader than the newspaper reaches. By advertising both online
and in print companies can enjoy the best of both worlds.

Visit the Irving Rambler MarketCenter at

www.IrvingRambler.com

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.  When you place a
classified advertisement in the Rambler, we publish it online at no additional
charge. The Irving Rambler does not accept submission of an advertisement as a
commitment to publish.  Publication of an advertisement does not create an
obligation to continue publishing.  The Irving Rambler reserves the right to refuse
to publish any advertisement for any reason.  Ads promoting hate groups, or
including inappropriate material will not be published.  E-mail addresses will only
be published if included in the copy of your classified ad.
To purchase classified ads, call 214-675-6493.

ADVERTISING PRICES

First 15 words $7.00
Each additional word $0.20
Bold, Caps, border $7.00

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Online & In print call for infor-
mation

Economical Insurance
Liability as low as $45.00 a month

Providing Auto Insurance for Virtually Any Customer, Whether You Have
a Great Driving Record or a Few Tickets

Se Habla Espanol
972-413-1270

2542 N. Beltline Rd. Irving
(Next to Hooters across from Irving Mall)

Legal Notice
The Letter of
Administration was granted
on February 2, 2005 for the
estate of Jeremy Dan Goss.
Any and all claims against
the Estate should be sent to:
TRIX Mark Goss 1701
Collier St. Irving, TX
75060.

Candle Light
Cards
Chocolate
Cupid
Engagement
February
Flowers
Hearts
Hugs
Husband
Jewelry
Kiss
Love
Proposal
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“We’ve been con goers our whole lives
ever since we were kids,” Mr. Moran said.
“We were brought up through comic books,
Star Wars and that sort of thing. We had a
good idea of the kind of convention we
wanted. There are a lot of conventions that
don’t provide panels or events; they are more
dealer room or celebrity driven. We wanted
to do something different.”

“The advantage that All-Con has over
other conventions is we combine science
fiction conventions, comic book conventions
and literary conventions,” Mr. Carlton said.
“All-Con also looked at and included things
people have an interest in and that have a
phenomenal following, but are not big
enough to have a convention of their own.
Friday night we had five different bands come
in from Austin and Houston, so we drew in
the band crowd. We also had Rocky Horror
and we used a local Rocky Horror troupe.”

“Using the convention as a vehicle we
are allowing other groups to promote
themselves through our convention. The idea
behind All-Con was that we wanted more
than an exhibitor based event, we wanted an
event based event; but we didn’t want to
create the content. We wanted other groups
who were the best at what they were doing
to come in and promote themselves. All-Con
gives these groups a venue to come
together,” Mr. Carlton said.

”Today (Saturday) we have costume
contests going on,” Mr. Moran said. “In the

evening, we will have a Moulin Rouge
shadowcast. During the shadowcast, the
Moulin Rouge movie will be shown on-
screen and actors will actually be acting out
and doing their own thing to the movie,
which is something that has never been done
before. You have probably heard of
shadowcasting for the Rocky Horror Picture
Show, the Moulin Rouge group is trying to
borrow that idea.”

All-Con brings together people with variety

of interests, activities in one convention

Fans of rock bands, gaming, comic
books, science fiction, fantasy,
shadowcasting, costuming, role-playing,
vampires, martial arts, belly dancing and
burlesque all found a temporary home at the
first All-Con presented at the Sterling Hotel,
Feb. 4 – 6. Approximately 600 people, some
from as far away as Australia joined in the
array of activities offered by All-Con.

Organizers, Todd Carlton and Lance
Moran, spent two years planning and
preparing for All-Con.

“The fans are all
having a good time, and
that is really what we
were trying to
accomplish with All-
Con. We wanted to bring
something to fans where
everybody could come
and enjoy themselves
the whole weekend,”
Mr. Moran said.

A variety of
celebrities was on hand
throughout the event to
meet with fans. Gerald
Home, Star Wars’ Tessek
(Squid Head) and the
Return of the Jedi’s Mon
Calamari and Christine
Hewett, one of the
Tonnika Sisters in Star
Wars: A New Hope! both
made their first
appearance in a Texas

convention. Bill Johnson, Leatherface in the
Texas Chainsaw Massacre 2; science fiction/
fantasy writer, Troy Denning, a.k.a. Richard
Awlinson; actor/ comedian, Barry Diamond;
and comic book artist, Adam Hughes;
Michael ‘Myk’ and Lost Boy Gabriel,
Sudanese refugees described in Echoes of
the Lost Boys of Sudan, added to the diversity
and imagination of the All-Con experience.

Bill Johnson signs autographs for fans.
Mr. Johnson has acted in several motion
pictures, but he is most well-known for his
portrayal of Leatherface in Texas
Chainsaw Massacre 2.

Brandy and Wes Fussell  of San Antonio model their custom-
made costumes: ‘Fett Girl’ and Jango Fett inspired by Star
Wars Episode II: Attack Of The Clones.

The Entertainment Series of Irving
continued its 49th season with Franc
D’Ambrosio, The Most Famous Phantom,
at Carpenter Hall on Feb. 5.

Irving’s own Silvertones performed the
evening’s pre-concert warming-up the
audience for Mr. D’Ambrosio’s powerful
voice.

Franc D’Ambrosio brings music of Broadway and film to Entertainment Series
Mr. D’Ambrosio also acted in Franc

Anthony Corleone’s “Godfather III” as Al
Pacino’s opera singing son, Anthony
Corleone; and he is also featured on the
Original Motion Picture soundtrack to this
classic film. Franc was selected by Barry
Manilow to create and star as the lead (Tony)

During Mr. D’Ambrosio career, he has
earned a number of impressive roles. For six
years, he continued in the starring role of
the San Francisco production of Andrew
Lloyd Webber’s “The Phantom of the
Opera”. In 1998 having performed the “The
Phantom” over 2600 times, he earned the title
“The World’s Longest Running Phantom”.

in Manilow’s pre-Broadway tour of
“Copacabana.”

He theatre credits include the 1989
Broadway revival of Stephen Sondheim’s
“Sweeney Todd” as well as “Kismet”, “She
Loves Me”, “The Fantasticks”, “Pirates of
Penzance,” “A Little Night Music” and
“Zorba”, just to name a few.

Carrollton-Farmers Branch ISD Council
of PTAs presented an award ceremony at Polk
Middle School for the National PTA contest
“Reflections Program” on Jan. 19.

Ranchview High School students
submitted 70 pieces of work at the local high
school level in three categories: Literature,
Photography and Visual Art. Sixteen pieces
were selected to advance to the council level.
Each of the advancing 16 entries received an
award.

Entries receiving Reflections of
Excellence Awards advance to district level
judging. District winners will advance to state
level judging.

Ranchview students

advance in PTA contest
Award winners:
Kristen Thompson and Lauren Williams,

Literature, Honorable Mention
Kelci James and Tamami Motoike, Literature,

Merit Award
Meagan Pierce, Literature, Reflections of

Excellence
Kathryn Andres (2 projects), Photography, Merit

Award
Jinna Lim, Photography, Merit Award
Alex Simon Photography, Merit Award
Samantha Ringmacher, Photography,

Reflections of Excellence.
Melissa Reed, Visual Art, Outstanding Merit
Samantha Ringmacher, Visual Art, Outstanding

Merit
Kathryn Andres, Visual Art, Reflections of

Excellence
Ji Kim, Visual Art, Reflections of Excellence
Tamami Motoike, Visual Art, Reflections of

Excellence
Irving’s Silvertones Choir under the direction of Woody Schober presents the pre-
concert for Franc D’Ambrosio’s appearance in the Entertainment Series of Irving.


