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Reception honors
Morris and Marge
Parrish

Irving Soccer Association holds Spring Tournament  - PAGE 12

Travis Junior High
students welcome
troops

Beneath cloudy skies,
young and old alike gathered at
the Northwest Park Pond to
enjoy Irving Parks and
Recreation’s annual Family
Fishing Day.

The Irving Christian
Anglers helped coordinate the
event. Club members gave
advice to those struggling to
catch fish and helped novice
fisherpeople bait hooks. Each
hour, the club held a drawing
and six lucky youngsters, 12-
years old and younger, won new
rod and reels.

Representatives of
Northwest Recreation Center
gave away hot chocolate, water,
and snacks to those fishing and
corn to be use as bait for the
fish.

 “We have been holding
this event for over 10 years,”
Bill Beavan, Northwest
Recreation Center supervisor,
said. “We collaborate with the
Texas Parks and Wildlife; they

donate anywhere from 1,000 to
1,500 fish and the city buys
1,000 to 1,500 fish. The pond is
stocked with rainbow trout,
which is a unique cold-water
fish. We offer this event to the
community every year. It is a
great time to bring the family out
and have the experience of
catching a cold-water fish. This
event is an opportunity for the
community to come together,
socialize, fellowship and meet
their neighbors. People have a
chance to relax, fish and learn a
new hobby.”

Irving Christian Anglers
meet the second Thursday of
every month; they fish 10 times
a year. The club welcomes all
fisherpeople, but has a specific
need for fisherpeople who do
not own boats, as most of the
current members are boat
owners. If you would like more
information about the Irving
Christian Anglers, call 972-253-
9023.

Fish bring people
together during annual
Family Fishing Day

Yellow Rose AMBUC, Debra Kitchens; physical therapy intern, Marjorie Weaver, AMBUC, Mark Hoyle;
Mohamed’s Mom, Sabah Abu el-Wafa; and Bank of the West SBA Lending Specialist, Colleen Barnard look
on as Mohamed Ibrahim peddles the new Am Tryke that he and his brother Ahmed will share.

Gretchen Larsen, four-years-old, reels in a fish with a little help
from mom, Sarah.

The Yellow Rose Chapter of
AMBUCS presented an Am Tryke
to Mohamed Ibrahim at the Bank of
the West’s headquarters in Irving.

Mohamed is one of the formerly
conjoined Egyptian twins who
recently underwent separation
surgery at Medical City. Mohamed

Yellow Rose AMBUCS, Bank of the West act together
to benefit formerly conjoined Egyptian twins

and Ahmed Ibrahim, sons of Sabah
Abu el-Wafa and Ibraim Mohamed
Ibrahim Gad, will share the Am

Jess Paniszczyn
Dance, music, song and the

imagination of one of the most
beloved authors of all time, Dr. Sues,
came together during MacArthur
High School’s presentation of
Seussical the Musical.

It was amazing to see high
school kids do such a stunning job
in bringing Seussical to life. At
times, the stage was a blur of color
and action as performers sang,
danced and acted during the high-
energy performances presented in
the newly remodeled MacArthur
auditorium Feb. 17 – 19.

Michael Jarboe’s role as
Horton the Elephant required him
to sing in almost every musical
number. Michael’s voice remained
strong and amazingly steady
throughout the evening.

Dionne Jones’ role as the Sour
Kangaroo won her the cutest
costume of the performance, a
sparkling green top with purple
pouch and a baby kangaroo puppet
dressed in a matching outfit. But it
was Ms. Jones’ vibrant and soulful

MacArthur High School presents Seussical the Musical
See TWINS, Page 9

The Cat in the Hat (Daniel Svoboda) offers encouragement to Horton
the Elephant (Michael Jarboe) who is stuck in a tree caring for an egg.See STUDENTS, Page 6
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Weekly Reports

THE HERB SHOPPE
CONSULTING AVAILABLE

Herbs Vitamins Salt lamps Essential Oils
Distributors of

NATURES’S SUNSHINE - LIMU MOUI - AMAZING NEW HEALTH SECRET -
ARBONNE INTERNATIONAL COSMETICS

Open Mon-Fri: 10am - 6pm
212 W. Irving Blvd, Irving, TX 972-259-3058

Phishing is the term coined by Internet
scammers who imitate legitimate companies
in e-mails to entice people to share user
names, passwords, account information or
credit-card numbers.

The term ‘phishing’ comes from the fact
that Internet scammers are using increasingly
sophisticated lures as they “fish” for users’
private information. The most common ploy
is to copy the look and feel of a web page
from a major site and use that design to set
up a nearly identical page that appears to be
part of the company’s site.

Several new phishing scams are being
sent to Internet customers. Remember that
companies never asks customers for
password information via phone or e-mail,

as that information is private and is only
known by users. In addition, companies will
never ask for billing or payment information
through e-mail.

Contact your bank or credit card
company if you think you may have replied
to these or any fraudulent e-mails with
sensitive personal information. You may also
forward any e-mail messages you believe may
be phishing scams to your Internet provider
or financial institution for review.

There are several steps you can take to
make sure you never fall for one of these
scams:

Please remember to always be suspicious
of any e-mail that requests personal account
information, such as solicitations for

usernames, passwords, account numbers or
any other personal data. Just because it looks
like it came from an authentic source, doesn’t
mean that it did.

Be aware that financial institutions
never ask customers for password
information via phone or e-mail, as that
information is private and is only known by
users.

In addition, they will never ask for billing
or payment information through e-mail.

Always ensure that you’re using a
secure server when submitting credit card
information. To make sure you’re using a
secure server, check the beginning of the web
address in your browsers address bar - it
should be https:// rather than just http://.

Contact your bank or credit card
company if you think you may have replied
to a fraudulent E-Mail with sensitive personal
information.

Microsoft has recently created a
security update for Internet Explorer that
will help you avoid phishing scams. It
removes a vulnerability that could allow an
attacker to misrepresent the location of a
Web page in the Address bar of an Internet
Explorer window. Comcast strongly urges
you apply this patch if your computer has
Internet Explorer installed (even if you do
not use Internet Explorer as your primary
web browser). To install this security update,
please visit the Microsoft website, which also
includes additional background information.
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Database giant ChoicePoint, also known
as AutoTrack, reported late Wednesday that
145,000 consumers nationwide were placed
at risk by a recent data theft at the company.
Previously, the company had suggested the
theft only affected California residents.

ChoicePoint pledged to notify all of the
potential victims. Spokesman James Lee said
the company was informing consumers as a
precaution, suggesting they keep an eye out
for signs of identity theft.

Atlanta-based ChoicePoint maintains
and sells background files on virtually every
adult American, culled from millions of public
and private records. Last week, the firm sent
some 35,000 letters to California residents
telling them their personal data may have
been stolen by criminals who set up fake
companies and downloaded information from
ChoicePoint.

California is the only state that by law
requires disclosure of such data leaks, and
ChoicePoint initially suggested the theft of
information might be limited to that state. Lee
said ChoicePoint decided to widen the
notification after meeting with law
enforcement officials on Wednesday. An
additional 110,000 letters will be mailed in the
coming days, he said.

Criminals tricked the company by posing
as legitimate businesses to gain access to
the various ChoicePoint databases, which
contain a treasure trove of consumer data,
including names, addresses, Social Security
numbers, credit reports and other
information. At least 50 suspicious accounts
had been opened in the name of nonexistent
debt collectors, insurance agencies and other
companies, according to the company.

ChoicePoint pledged late Wednesday to
notify all the consumers affected by the theft.
Earlier in the day, New York state legislator
James Brennan had urged the state to
suspend existing contracts with the database
giant — including an $800,000 deal with the
state’s Office for General Services — until
the firm agreed to notify New York residents.
New York is one of several states considering
passing disclosure laws similar to
California’s.

Already, a number of data-leak victims
have discovered they have been hit by
identity theft. A report Wednesday in the
Los Angeles Times said authorities have
identified 750 people whose personal
information was stolen and used to buy
jewelry, consumer electronics and computers.

The suspect told investigators he was
not involved in any identity theft scam and
was only picking up the fax for someone else,
it said.

Oluwatosin is scheduled to appear in
Los Angeles County Court on Thursday.

California consumers who received the
letter from ChoicePoint expressed frustration;
many had never heard of the firm before
receiving the alarming letter.

“How dare they even try to make money
using my Social Security Number in the first
place,” wrote one in an e-mail to MSNBC.com.
He requested anonymity. “Where did they
get it from? I certainly didn’t give it to them;
I never heard of them before receiving the
letter. In fact, I almost threw it out unopened,
because I thought it was going to be a credit
card solicitation or a reduced rate mortgage
scam.”

A Citizens Police Academy training class
will begin March 1st. This is an excellent
opportunity to learn more about your Police
Department and the City of Irving. The
classes are from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. on Tuesday
nights with one Saturday class; there are 12
classes total. 

For more information visit
www.irvingpd.com. There is also an
application that you can print. 

A class conducted entirely in Spanish
will begin March 31st on Thursday nights,
and there is an application on the website in
Spanish.

New classes scheduled for
Citizens Police Academy

ChoicePoint, AutoTrack to notify potential victims of identity theft
After ChoicePoint discovered in October

that unidentified persons had created sham
companies to access its databases, sheriff’s
investigators set up a sting operation that
resulted in the arrest of a Nigerian man who
had been living in Southern California, the
report said.

After ChoicePoint received a suspicious
application for an account faxed from a
Kinko’s in Southern California, the company
sent a responding fax requesting a new
signature. Deputies who had staked out the
store arrested Olatunji Oluwatosin, 41, when
he arrived to pick up the fax, the Times said.

Oluwatosin, who is originally from
Nigeria but had been living in North
Hollywood, according to the Times, has been
charged with six felony identity theft counts
and is being held in lieu of $2 million bail.

Sexual Assault: 2-16-05, 2:40 p.m. Officers
were dispatched to on a sexual assault. The
complainant stated that her ex-boyfriend had
forced his way into her apartment and sexually
assaulted her.
 
Sudden Death:  2-16-05, 10:43 p.m. Officers
were dispatched on a sudden death. The deceased
, who was 56 yrs of age, had been suffering from
a terminal illness. The Medical Examiner was
notified and he released the deceased to the
family.

Agg. Robbery: 2-18-05, 10:24 a.m. Officers
responded to a robbery at the India Imports at
307 W. Airport Freeway. They contacted an
employee that advised a male suspect had entered
the store, displayed a handgun and demanded the
cash from the register. There was a poor quality
video of the offense and the suspect may have
touched some items while in the store. The items
were seized for processing.
 
Auto Theft: 2-18-05, 4:30 p.m. A subject
reported males stripping a stolen truck in the
garage in the 700 block of Elaine. Officers went
to that location and could hear sounds like a
mechanic working on a vehicle in the garage.  They
contacted a male subject who allowed them to
enter and there was a 1994 GMC truck being
disassembled. They asked if they could check

the truck, and it was confirmed stolen out of
Carrollton. The subjects in the garage were
arrested, and another stolen trailer was located
and recovered on the premises.
 
Pursuit/BMV Arrests: 2-19-05, 3:28 a.m. A
subject reported that his vehicle had been broken
into in the area of Carl and Irving Heights. He
gave a description of the suspects and their vehicle.
Officers spotted the suspect vehicle in that area
and a short pursuit ensued.  The pursuit was less
than two miles and ended at Britain and the south
railroad tracks, because a train was blocking the
road. The suspects then fled on foot but were
apprehended. There were a total of four suspects,
some were juveniles, some were adults. There
were at least two cars located that had been broken
into, but complainants could not be located as of
this writing. There were no injuries and there was
no damage as a result of the pursuit.
 
Sudden Death: 2-19-05, 3:30 a.m. Officers were
called to W. Airport Frwy, on an overdose call.
Upon arrival IFD was performing CPR on a male.
Two witnesses who were with the male advised
that he had heart problems, and had been drinking
beer and smoking crack all day. Suddenly he
complained of chest pains so they called IFD.
They transported him to Baylor Hospital and he
was pronounced dead at 4:03 a.m.
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Infant Death: 2-19-05, 11:00 a.m. Officers
responded to a 911 call where an infant was
receiving CPR. Upon arrival at the scene there
were 3 adult females and two other children that
had been in a room where the adults had been
partying all night and using drugs. A 6-8 week
old infant had allegedly been found unresponsive
and not breathing in one of the beds by its mother.
IFD transported the infant to Baylor Irving
Hospital where it was pronounced deceased.

Robbery/Injury during a theft: 2-19-05, 2:15
p.m. Officers responded to a shoplifting in
progress at the Radio Shack in the 7700 block of
North MacArthur. The caller was advising that 6
suspects were in the store taking items. The caller
then advised that a suspect was attacking a store
employee, and the suspects were leaving in a white
Buick and a black Chrysler Sebring. Officers
arrived, and the complainant stated the suspects
took multiple electronics from cell phones to MP-
3 players. When an employee went outside to
confront them one suspect pushed her into the
glass, slapped her a couple of times and put his
hand on her face to keep her from seeing the license
place of the vehicle. The incident was captured
on store security monitors and the tape was seized
as evidence. The complainant required no
immediate treatment from IFD.

Agg. Assault:  2-20-05, 8:00 a.m. Officers were
dispatched on an assault that occurred the
previous night. There they contacted a 30 year
old male who had been beaten so severely that he
appeared to have broken arms, broken facial
bones and internal injuries. All the complainant
could say was that he was intoxicated the night

before and had been in the area of the Mustangs
in Las Colinas when attacked by unknown
individuals. The complainant was being evasive
and was not cooperative at the hospital.

DV Assault/Arrest/Use of Taser:  2-20-05, 8:30
a.m. Officers responded to a 911 call, possible
domestic. The call taker in dispatch heard a female
screaming and on call back was told she could not
speak. When the officers arrived at the address,
one of the officers realized it was an apartment
where there was previous gang and drug activity.
Officers knocked on the door. A suspect opened
the door, cursed at the officers and started to
slam the door. The officer blocked the door trying
to explain the situation. The suspect pushed the
officer’s arm away and the officer pulled him
outside. The suspect began actively fighting with
Officers, and another officer attempted to use the
taser in a contact mode without the cartridge.
The suspect grabbed and twisted the officers
wrist and wrestled away from the officers.
Officers re-engage the suspect and loaded a
cartridge into the taser. The suspect looked at the
officers, took a “boxer’s” stance, and the officer
deployed the taser. The taser was effective, and
the suspect was taken into custody with no
further physical violence. Investigation revealed
that the suspect had assaulted his wife, striking
her in the face and pushing her down some stairs.
Photos were taken and an EPO was requested by
the victim. The suspect made numerous threats
in the squad car while enroute to the jail. The
video was seized for evidence.

Death: 2-22-05, 1:54 p.m. Officers responded
to a possible Code K. They found a 49 year old

female suffering from terminal cancer that was
being treated by IFD. The family had DNR orders
from the family doctor, but could not find the
copy. The female was transported to Las Colinas
Medical where she was pronounced. This is a
natural and expected death.

Robbery:  2-22-05, 9:00 p.m. A male was leaving
his house when a suspect, who is known to him,
began yelling at him. When the complainant
backed out into the street the suspect approached
the vehicle and pulled the complainant out of the
vehicle. The suspect punched the complainant in
the head several times, and then two other
suspects arrived and held the complainant. The
complainant was able to break free and ran back
to the house, at which time the suspect took his
vehicle, a 1999 Chevrolet Cavalier.

Missing Juvenile: 2-22-05, 12:50 a.m. Officers
were dispatched on a missing female juvenile, 11
yrs of age. The mother allowed the juvenile to
walk home after school and the juvenile has not
been seen since. The mother was at work and did
not call police until after midnight. Friends of the
juvenile were contacted but she was not located.
They do remember seeing her after school. The
juvenile does not have a history of running away.

Fatality Accident: 2-22-05, 8:06 a.m. Officers
were dispatched to MacArthur and Gloucester
on a single vehicle accident. The victim and only
occupant was northbound on MacArthur in the
left lane and began to change to the right lane.
When she realized the right lane was occupied,
she over corrected to the left and struck a light
post and concrete pedestal. The victim, was taken

POLICE BRIEFS
to parkland where she was pronounced deceased
later in the morning.

Suicide: 2-23-05, 10:20 a.m. Officers were
dispatched on an unconscious male. IFD
paramedics had already arrived and found the
victim lying on the floor on a mattress with a
gunshot wound to his chest and a revolver
handgun in his hand. The victim was found by
his friend who had been staying with him for the
past six months. The victim had a history of drug
use and was looking at going back to prison on
drug related charges. CID and ID were called to
the scene.

Pursuit:  2-23-05, 8:18 p.m. Officers responded
to a theft in progress at Foley’s. The four suspects
had entered the store and walked around taking
clothes. The female suspect then left the store
and pulled her vehicle up by an exit with the
vehicle running. The other three suspects ran out
of the store with the clothes they had taken and
got into the waiting vehicle. Officers  attempted
to stop the vehicle in front of Foley’s but the
vehicle fled and a chase ensued. The suspects
fled into the residential area north of the mall. At
this point, another Officer took over the chase
and the driver slowed down, and two of the
suspects jumped out of the vehicle and fled into
the neighborhood. The female driver then pulled
over at the 3700 block of Pocatello. The two
suspects that had fled were found and taken into
custody by K9 Officer. All four were charged
with Theft U/20k. The female and the two
suspects that fled were charged with evading.

Morris and Marjorie (Marge) Parrish
were honored during a reception hosted by
friends and organizations in the Irving area,
including the Sister Cities group of the
Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of
Commerce, the Irving Heritage Society and
the Irving Healthcare Foundation. The
longtime Irving residents and civic leaders
are moving to Colorado after participating in
the life and history of Irving for three
decades.

The reception room overflowed with
people standing in the adjacent hallways as
Mr. Parrish said a few words to the crowd.
Over 250 friends and well-wishers attended
the reception in the ABC Rooms of the Irving
Arts Center on Feb. 20.

“The 31 years that we have been here
we have been privileged to work with a lot of
people: the hospital, the arts community, the
city and the church as well,” Mr. Parrish said.
“For us, it has been a good 31 years.”

“I would hope that there would continue
to be an interest in doing for Irving the things
that are good for Irving. I would hope that
more people would get involved in the political
arena. Many people seek office who
shouldn’t be elected; and many people who
should be elected don’t seek office. This is
not a negative thing; it is just life,” Mr. Parrish
said.

“I do hope that there will be a
tremendous effort on the part of the city to
attract corporate people here through
relocation and the retention of those
companies, because it is the secret of the
success of Irving. You need the employee
base of large companies so that home values
improve and the tax base will be maintained.”

“You want your children to stay in the
city where they were raised, but unless you
meet those children’s needs you are not going
to retain them; part of that has to do with the
quality of life, education and jobs. I would
hope that the city council and the school
system would adopt some type of
cooperative programs that would assure
these things are going to be available. If they
do, this city can become what many of us
have envisioned and Mr. Carpenter
envisioned,” Mr. Parrish explained.

“The reason we are moving to Colorado
is because our daughter lives there with two

children, and we feel it is important to be
there to help them. So we can be the kind of
grandparents that we would like to be and
never have had the privilege of being. We
think it is going to be wonderful fun to going
to church, shopping, eating and being a
family. Nobody should feel sorry for us
because we will have coffee every morning
looking at Pike’s Peak and the mountains,”
Mr. Parrish said.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Parrish are charter
members of the Irving Heritage Society. Mrs.
Parrish served as that organization’s
president for two consecutive terms that
began in 1985. She also served on the Irving
Committee for the Texas State
Sesquicentennial.

The couple moved to Irving in 1973
when Mr. Parrish was selected as the second
administrator of the Irving Community
Hospital, replacing the retiring Al Scheidt.
Parrish directed the hospital from 1973 until
1987, when he elected to assume the
leadership of the Irving Arts Center as its
interim executive director. Then, from 1995
until 1999, the Honorable Morris Parrish was
elected and served as Irving’s Mayor and as
a member of the city council.

The Parrishes have been actively
involved in Plymouth Park Baptist Church,
and Mr. Parrish served there as a deacon and
Sunday school teacher. In 1987, the couple
traveled to Maceio, Brazil, to participate in
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an outreach program where they helped build
a church.

The Parrishes also purchased and
renovated the home of Otis Brown, an Irving
founder. The residence has housed three

Irving mayors, including Otis Brown and his
son, Lynn. While the Parrishes lived in the
home, it was opened for many public
functions.

Morris and Marge Parrish speak with friends during a farewell reception in their honor.

Underwater Egg Hunt - March 11
Area children can hunt for 20,000 candy

and toy-filled plastic eggs at the City of
Irving’s annual Underwater Easter Egg Hunt.
The event is from 6 to 8 p.m. March 11, at the
North Lake Aquatic Center, 5001 N.
MacArthur Blvd. Check-in begins at 5:30 p.m.

Participants can have color photo
buttons made with the Easter Bunny. Other
activities include prize baskets for all age
groups, a magic show and carnival games.

The free event is open to children ages
11 and under. Pre-registration is required.
Irving residents can register through
Saturday, Feb. 26, at all recreation centers
and the aquatic center.

Non-Irving residents and late
registration for Irving residents will be held
from Feb. 27 through March 4, at Cimarron
Park Recreation Center, 201 Red River Trail.
For more information, call (972) 721-2501.
Eggs ‘n Jam - March 12

This special Easter event, for middle and
high school students, runs from 7 to 11 p.m.
March 12, at Heritage Aquatics Center.
Admission is free with school or IPAR ID
card. Pizza and sodas will be available.
Easter Egg Hunt - March 18

An Easter Egg Hunt for kids up to 6 years
old will be held at 10 a.m. March 18, at
Cimarron Park Recreation Center. Register by
March 14, cost is $5. Call (972) 910-0702.

Easter Egg Hunt - March 19
West Park Recreation Center will hold

its Easter Egg Hunt, in conjunction with Kid’s
Fair, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. March 19. Call
(972) 721-2519.

Easter Egg Hunt - March 23
An Easter Egg Hunt for infants to 6 years

old is set for 10 a.m. March 23 at Lee Park
Recreation Center. Call (972) 721-2508.

Spring Easter Egg Hunt - March 24
This special Easter event, for ages 3 to

6, is set for 10 a.m. March 24 at Northwest
Park Recreation Center. Registration required
- Call (972) 721-2529.

Recreation Centers’ Easter Egg Hunt Schedule

Photo provided courtesy of Friedel Photographic.
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The Four Seasons Resort and Club was
named by Corporate Board Member
magazine as one of the Top 10 board retreat
locations in the United States. It is the only
location in Texas to receive such designation.
The purpose of the Corporate Board
Member’s resort review is to highlight the
destinations that offer the utmost in privacy,
security, quality service, meeting facilities,
recreational activities and governance
evaluation retreats. The Four Seasons was
recently named a AAA Five Diamond resort.

The 244-unit Oak Hill Apartments, locted at
1913 Estrada Parkway, was obtained by Brama
Ventures of Dallas for approximately $8.2
million. An additional $1.5 million will be
invested for a makeover of the 22 year-old
development. The complex is currently 83%
occupied. Rents range from $605 per month
to $880 plus utilities.

Irving-based FelCor Lodging Trust
(NYSE:FCH) will propose to its board in April
to reinstate the return of common dividends
after two years. In 2004, FelCor slashed $270
million in debt and retired $600 million in
senior notes due in 2008 through sales and
refinancing.

Michaels Stores, Inc (NYSE:MIK), an arts
and crafts retailer, announced the opening
of its third Star Decorators Wholesale in
Scottsdale, Arizona. The company, with its
headquarters in Irving, owns 845 Michaels
stores in 48 states and Canada, 165 Aaron
Brothers stores, eight recollections stores
and three Star Wholesale operations. The
Chamber has communicated to the company
a need for an arts and crafts store in Irving.

A mult-family apartment property in Valley
Ranch, Windsor Heights, located at 8001 N.
MacArthur Boulevard, has been refinanced
by the Cornerstone Realty Income Trust for
$25.4 million. The proceeds retired a bridge
loan with one year to go on the term.
Occupancy within the 396-unit complex on
19.4 acres is at 92%.  Rents range from $975
to $1624 per month.

Microsoft Corporation (NASDAQ:MSFT),
which has a significant presence in Irving,
announced that it will include Microsoft
AntiSpyware in its Windows system at no
additional cost to its customers. Bill Gates,
chairman and chief software architect, stated,
“our primary goal is to improve security and

Chamber of Commerce - Economic Development Update

Irving Day in Austin
March 1, 2005  5:45 a.m.

Join the Chamber on March 1st as we visit
Austin for Day. We will be recognized with a
resolution by the House and Senate honoring
Irving and meeting with the Irving Delegation
to discuss legislative issues. The Irving
Delegation has been invited to join us for
lunch at the Omni Austin Hotel downtown.

Speakers for the day include: Jack Campbell,
Governmental Affairs Manager for the Texas
Association of Business and Judge Jeff
Mosley, Executive Director for the Office of
the Governor, Economic Development and
Tourism.

A chartered a bus for the event will leave the
Chamber offices (3333 N. MacArthur Blvd.)
at 5:45 a.m. Seats are available for $80 each
and includes transportation, snacks and
lunch. Not riding the bus but want to join us
for lunch? You can do that for $35.00.  Contact
the Chamber at 972-252-8484 to reserve your
seat or for further information.  RSVP deadline
is Monday, February 28th. Payment is due at
time of reservation and is non-refundable
after Friday, February 25th.

Irving USO Week
Week of March 7th – 13th, 2005

The Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of
Commerce will host the 2nd Irving USO Week
March 7th thru March 13th at the D.F.W
International Airport. The project serves to
welcome, show support and provide care-
packages to U.S. Troops in route to their
overseas destination. D.F.W International
Airport is often the last stop a solider will
make, before their final leg overseas or in
route for a 2-week leave. Through the
leadership of D.F.W International Airport, the
North Texas Commission and various area
Chambers of Commerce, we hope to make
their trip as comfortable as possible.

Volunteers are to arrive at the designated
“flight arrival” time and will be asked to
present a “parade style” welcome with flags,
welcome signs, hugs and handshakes. Your
time will last approximately two hours and
will be the most heart-warming two hours
ever spent volunteering. Please note: This is
a military flight and security is of the utmost
importance; therefore, it is difficult to estimate
the exact time of arrival. You will be given a
window of time to expect the flight. We then
advise that you contact the “flight arrival
hotline” to verify the time that the day’s flight
will land. We also suggest you do this first
thing in the morning (on your scheduled day)
and again before you leave for the airport.
This will ensure you the most accurate time
you can expect to volunteer.

If you are interested in donating items to the
USO, welcoming, or offering help in any way,

please contact Kathy Gillard at 972-252-8484.
Volunteers will be needed to welcome soldiers
as they come home through D.F.W, raise
funds, collect donated items and much more.
Any help will be appreciated.

This effort is to show support for our troops
and we hope you will join in the success of
this adventure!

iCity Tech Council Luncheon
March 8th  11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.

The Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber’s
iCity Tech Council will host a luncheon on at
the Four Seasons Resort and Club, 4150 N.
MacArthur Boulevard. Keynote speaker
Abid H. Abedi, CEO and Chairman of the
Board, Adea Solutions, Inc., will present
“Profitability… Growing a Company Without
Venture or Outside Capital”

Adea Solutions, founded in 1996 by Abedi,
relocated its corporate headquarters from
Dallas to Irving in 2004. It is the largest
privately held IT solutions firm in the D/FW
region, with $150 million in annual revenue
and employing 1,700 team members
worldwide.

The company leverages technology to create
sustainable business value for clients in
communications, retail, healthcare and
government sectors. Adea Solutions has won
a number of top ranking awards and is listed
as one of the largest minority-owned
companies in America.

Prior to establishing Adea Solutions, Abedi
held management positions with the Federal
Reserve, Federal Liaison Services, Inc., a
leading tax management software firm, and
the $4 billion Payless Shoe Source
Corporation.  He has been a commentary for
business and industry topics including
entrepreneurs, leading a fast growing
company during a time of industry change
and information technology solutions.

Please call 972-252-8484 to purchase your
ticket to attend.  Ticket prices are $30 per
person for ICTC members and $45 per person
for non-members.

Tri-Chamber Networking Event
March 8, 2005 / 4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.

TEXAS MOTOR SPEEDWAY will host an
exclusive event for members of the Irving –
Las Colinas; Arlington and Fort Worth
Chambers. The event will take place at the
Infield Café, just off of 114 West at the South
Tunnel entrance.

Cost to attend: FREE

Includes: Appetizers, non-alcoholic
beverages, (1) one free alcoholic beverage,
free pace car lap around the track (limited to
the first 125 attendees), plus door prizes and
2 hours of invaluable networking.

RSVP to: Barbara Craig – 972-252-8484 or email
bcraig@irvingchamber.com to be put on the
list to attend.

Leads Luncheon
March 9, 2005  11 a.m. – 1 p.m.

The Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of
Commerce will host its monthly Leads
Luncheon at the new 2005 location – Bahama
Breeze. The luncheon is located at 857 W.
John Carpenter Frwy.

Bring 100-150 business cards for networking,
information about your business to pass out,
freebees, give-a-ways and/or door prizes. Our
members do lots of fun things to promote
their business during our monthly Leads
Luncheons.

Cost to attend $20 per person if paid in
advance or $25 at the door. Please RSVP, no
later than March 8th to attend. You can call
972-252-8484 to RSVP and pay for your
attendance in advance. Be creative and start
increasing your bottom line today.

safety for all our customers—consumers and
businesses, regardless of size—through a
balance of technology innovation, guidance
and industry leadership”.

Lawrence G. Rawl, former chairman of the
board and chief executive officer of Exxon
Corporation (now Exxon Mobil) from 1987 to
1993, died on February 13, 2005 in Fort Worth.
He was 76.

The City of Irving’s Community
Development Department has premiered a
new publication, Irving Planning Quarterly.
The current edition may be seen on-line at
http://www.ci.irving.tx.us/CommDev/pdfs/
other/Winter_2005.pdf. You may also
subscribe to have future editions delivered
via e-mail.

The economic development staff continues
to work on 4 relocation projects into Irving
and 4 retention and/or expansion projects.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Editor Bob Mong addresses the Greater
Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of
Commerce’s Board of Directors’ meeting.

Editor speaks at
Directors’ meeting
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Irving newspaper is on its last leg
Anthony Bond

I attended the Feb. 22, 2005 Board of
Director’s Meeting of the Grater Irving Las
Colinas Chamber of Commerce where Mr. Bob
Mong Jr., the editor of our local newspaper
that comes out on Sunday’s, came to give a
status report on the future plans for our local
paper.

First, let me say that I am and was very
disappointed that I could not convince our
local newspaper to let all Irvingites know that
Mr. Mong was coming to this public meeting
where anyone concerned about the future of
a local newspaper specifically for Irving could
be there. Mr. Mong told us that plans should
be finalized in the next month about shat
direction that newspaper will take.

I feel in my spirit that the rumor that I
have heard, namely that our local newspaper
will no longer exist after May 5, 2005 is
accurate. Mr. Mong told us that newspaper
could morph into an expanded daily Metro
Section or it could possibly be expanded to
maybe a two to three day a week newspaper
similar to the efforts that Mr. Mong’s
newspaper has started in Collin County.

I believe the writing is on the wall and
the economics of producing that newspaper
have caused Mr. Mong and his associates
to already have made the decision to dummy-
down that newspaper and blend it (Irving’s
news) into an expanded Metro Section. Mr.
Mong mentioned this plan would allow daily
news that happens in Irving to be reported
in the newspaper in a more timely fashion.

I asked Mr. Mong, “Why should Irving
not feel like Arlington, where you, Mr. Mong

and his associates, produced a local
newspaper for a short while and then cut off
completely the production of that local
paper?”

Mr. Mong said he was proud of the local
paper they produced in Arlington, but a
company decision was made due to the
economics of running a business. Well, the
economics of running that newspaper have
in my opinion, caused Mr. Mong and his
associates to come to the same conclusion
here in Irving. Irving deserves a local
newspaper.

The Irving Rambler is Irving’s true
community newspaper
Stacey Starkey

The Irving Rambler and its staff are
proud to produce a free, weekly, local
newspaper for the city of Irving.

All of our staff members are long-term
Irving residents with a vested interest in
Irving today and in Irving’s future.

In the past year and a half, we have
experienced a tremendous amount of
community support and inspiration. We have
continually made every effort to provide a
high-quality paper that reflects the people,
businesses and events of Irving. The paper
itself and its staff have both expanded to
give Irving more information.

The challenges faced by publications in
Irving and everywhere else are daunting. Each
publication has to find its own readership
and its own market. Many of those
publications will make hard choices
surrounding the type of information they

should carry and the format that is best for
the future of their company.

Would you, as an Irving citizen, rather
have news coverage from your neighbors
who truly want to represent your community,
or would you rather have a corporation that
has already decided to produce a different
kind of paper feel forced to grudgingly report
as little as possible to placate certain readers?

The Irving Rambler staff does consider
our paper to be Irving’s true local newspaper
supporting all of Irving. We sincerely hope
that you also consider The Irving Rambler
to be Irving’s local newspaper.

By Bill Hooten
State Farm® Select Agent
Q. I filed my taxes and am waiting for a refund.
I was thinking about saving the refund money
this year. What are my options?

A. According to the Internal Revenue
Service, over 75% of American taxpayers
received a federal tax refund, with the average
around $2,000. It’s what you do with your
refund now that may create a better financial
future for you and your family later on.

Consider funding an Individual
Retirement Arrangement (IRA), setting up a
college savings fund for a child, or paying
down credit card debt.

First on your list of priorities should be
paying down any high-interest credit card
debts you have incurred. By paying only the
minimum each month, you may be paying
just the interest (or less) on the debt and
little or nothing towards the principal. Paying
down the debt can free up additional money
for other important financial needs.

If debt is not a problem, your tax refund
could provide you an excellent opportunity
to fund an existing IRA or establish a new
one. For the 2004 tax year, you can contribute
up to $4,000 to an IRA. If you are 50 years or
older by December 31, 2005, you can add an
additional $500 to the account. Making a tax-
deductible contribution to a Traditional IRA
is an option if you are not participating in an
employer-sponsored retirement plan or, if you
are participating, your Adjusted Gross
Income falls within eligibility guidelines.

A Roth IRA may be a more appropriate
choice, depending on your eligibility.
Contributions to a Roth IRA are not tax
deductible. However, qualified distributions
are received free from federal income tax.

Your refund could also be used to fund
a Coverdell Education Savings Account
(ESA) or 529 Plan for your child.
Contributions are not deductible, but
withdrawals to pay qualified educational
expenses are free from federal income tax.
One thing to remember after you’ve decided
the fate of this year’s refund: the check you
received is not a windfall but the return of an
interest-free loan you provided the
government.

Regardless of the pleasure you may get
from receiving a large check each tax year,
adjusting the amount withheld by Uncle Sam
to reduce the amount of future refunds may
be an appropriate course. You may not get a
refund in April, but you may have more to
each paycheck to contribute to a Coverdell
ESA, 529 plan, IRA or to pay down debt
throughout the year.

If you have questions about these
options and others, you owe it to yourself to
contact a financial services professional that
you know and trust. Your financial future may
depend on it.

Bill Hooten is a 30-year Select Agent with
State Farm Insurance and Financial
Services. His office is at 7600 N. MacArthur
Blvd., Suite 130, Irving, 75063. His email is
accessible at www.BillHooten.com.

Use Your Refund Wisely

It is our honor and privilege to be a part
of the community and history of Irving,
Texas.

The Letters to the Editor section is
devoted to giving the people of Irving
a voice. The Irving Rambler needs your
input, letters, comments – good as well
as bad, and opinions. This section can
only be successful with your support.

If you would like to see your ideas
in print, please email them to
Letters@IrvingRambler.com or mail
them to:  The Irving Rambler, Re: Letters
to the Editor, P.O. Box 177731, Irving,
Texas 75017

American Cancer Society invites cancer
survivors to celebration of life luncheon

Join fellow cancer survivors for an
American Cancer Society survivors’
luncheon at Las Colinas Country Club in
Irving on Saturday, March 19 from 11:30 a.m.
to 1:30 p.m.

The Society will honor men, women and
children for their courageous battle against
this life-threatening disease that effects more
than one million Americans each year. The
good news; however, is that more and more
people are surviving the disease due in part
to progress in early detection and improved
and new treatments.

“The mere existence of survivors plays
an important role in assisting current patients
through their ordeal,” Angel Burke, metro
area manager for the American Society, said.
“They give newly diagnosed cancer patients
hope and inspiration that they, too, will beat
the disease.”

During the celebration, guests will have
the opportunity to learn about the American

Cancer Society’s signature event, Relay For
Life. Held annually, Relay For Life takes place
in communities all over Dallas during the
months of April and May. Relay events allow
cancer survivors and their caregivers to go
the distance together with others who have
walked in the same shoes as well as those
who haven’t, but want to help. Held
overnight, these events celebrate
survivorship and raise money for American
Cancer Society research and programs.

Special guest Margaret C. Sunderland,
M.D., Baylor Medical Center at Irving
oncologist, will focus on the importance of
getting screened for colon cancer since it is
the second leading cause of cancer death
among men and women combined in the
United States.

The luncheon is free of charge, and each
survivor will receive a special gift in
celebration of his or her life. Reservations
are limited, so please RSVP to Lawrence
Scarbrough at 972-579-8688 or via email at
larrysc@baylorhealth.edu.

Cancer survivors are invited to luncheon
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The Cat in the Hat (Daniel Svoboda) and the Whos of Whoville ask Horton the Elephant to protect them in a large and dangerous world.

voice projected from the stage with all
of the force of an opera singer that
really stole the show.

Natasha Hall’s (Gertrude McFuzz)
surprising voice showed tremendous
range and also deserves credit.

Throughout the performance, the
acrobatic antics of the Wickersham
Brothers kept the audience entertained
and served to move the story forward.

The costumes, choreography, set
design and music played by students
combined to make Seussical an
unforgettable theatrical experience.

Drama teacher, Bruce Coleman,
directed, choreographed and designed
the sets for Seussical.

“Seussical was a production of
MacArthur’s fine arts department; that
includes drama, choir, orchestra, band
and dance departments,” Mr. Coleman
said. “There were 170 students involved
in the production of this show, and
that’s a pretty big deal. The kids were
committed to the performance, and
they did a really professional job. They
gave 110%, just like I would expect them
to.”

Continued from page 1

Students participate in bringing Seussical to the stage

On February 15, the company donated
several boxes of books to the Gilbert
Elementary School library and a free lunch to
Gilbert staff. Students who participated in
the Texas Bluebonnet Award Reading
Program were also given certificates and
books for their personal libraries.

On February 16, the company dropped
off more than 150 books at Christy Gragg’s
second grade class at Elliott Elementary
School.

On February 25, Verizon will donate one
book for every student at Lee Elementary
School during a reception at the Barnes &
Noble bookstore in Irving Mall at 3 p.m.

Academy Teacher Published in Law
Journal. The Gonzaga Law School will
publish an article in its Spring 2005 journal
by Tom Gear, law teacher at The Academy of
Irving ISD. The article, “Surfing for
Contracts” is part of the first year law class
in Contract Law at the Academy. Last year,
the same journal published an article that was
the product of assignments in Gear’s Criminal
Law class. The Academy is the only high
school listed among 175 schools accredited
by the American Bar Association.

Taste of Nimitz. The Nimitz High School,
Bowie Middle School, Lamar Middle School
and deZavala Middle School bands will host
the first Taste of Nimitz fundraiser from 5:30
to 8:30 p.m. on Monday, February 28 in the
Nimitz cafeteria. Ten local restaurants will
provide food – Outback Steakhouse,
Applebee’s, Mama’s Daughter’s Diner, Cool
River, Chic-Fil-A, Cici’s, Roly Poly, Pizza Hut,
Sonny Bryan’s, and El Chico. Tickets are $5
in advance or $7 at the door. Advance tickets
are available from any band student from the
schools listed above, or from Scott Curry at
972-579-7300.

Layne Serves as Panel Expert. Scott
Layne, executive director of facilities, was
one of five experts in a panel discussion
regarding public school construction in
Texas last week. The North Texas K-12
Construction Owners Panel was held
February 16 at the Belo Mansion in Dallas.
The event was hosted by the DFW Chapter
of the Society for Marketing Professional
Services.

Irving High Hosts Special Olympics
Event. Irving High School will host a
gymnastics meet next week that for the first
time will be held in conjunction with a Special
Olympics qualifying meet.The meet,
scheduled for March 4, will include athletes
ages eight to 30 with mental disabilities and
competitive spirit. The meet is a qualifier for
the Special Olympics area games.

ICE Awards Welcome the Why Guy.
The fifth annual ICE Awards will be hosted
by the Why Guy, Mike Castellucci. The
awards ceremony rewards outstanding
achievements by Irving ISD students and
staff in six categories. Castellucci, a “special
assignments” reporter for the WFAA
Channel 8 Daybreak show, promises to make
the evening memorable with his unique brand
of humor.

ICE (Irving Celebration of Excellence)
Awards are given in elementary, middle and
high school classifications and six categories:
Academics, Fine Arts, Athletics/Physical
Education, Community Service/Citizenship,
Special Campus/District, and Innovative
Programs.

The ICE Awards will begin at 7 p.m. on
March 10 in the Irving High School
auditorium. The event is free and open to the
public.

Four Named Finalists for ATPE
Awards. After a near sweep of the Region
10 awards, IISD has four educators named
finalists for state recognition from the
Association of Texas Professional Educators.
Carol Sullivan, music teacher at Lively, is a
finalist for Texas Elementary Educator of the
Year. Lisa Lobb, business teacher at Irving
H.S., and Kristi Woodhouse, science teacher
at Houston M.S., are both finalists for the
state Secondary Teacher of the Year. And
Gloria Willingham, librarian at The Academy
of Irving ISD, is a finalist for the Special
Services/Professional Support Award.

District to Kick-Off Recycling
Program. Irving ISD will launch a district-
wide recycling program this month, more
comprehensive than any recycling effort to
date. The new program includes more
recycling containers, more recyclable
products, and more government and
community support than ever before.

The kick-off event for the program will
be held from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. on Monday,
February 28, at Brown Elementary School.
The program will include a ribbon-cutting,
tour, and refreshments, and is presented in
conjunction with the City of Irving and
Abitibi Consolidated, Inc. The event is open
to the public but RSVPs are requested. Please
RSVP to Pat Lamb, IISD assistant director of
facilities services, at 972-261-5111 before 3
p.m. on Friday, February 25.

Irving High JROTC Wins National
Championship. The Irving High School
Marine Junior ROTC drill team claimed its
fourth national championship this month at
the American Legion National Drill
Championships in Montgomery, Alabama.

Competing against 77 teams from across
the country, the team won the following
honors
1st, Demilitarized Division Inspection
2nd, Facsimile Division Regulation Drill
3rd, Demilitarized Division Championships
4th, Facsimile Division Inspection
4th, Unarmed Division Color Guard
5th, Demilitarized Division Color Guard
5th, Demilitarized Division Regulation Drill

Nimitz AD State-Bound. The Nimitz
High School Academic Decathlon team will
face stiff competition in defending its state
title this weekend in Corpus Christi.

The team advanced to state for the 18th
time, taking second place in the regional meet
January 28 and 29 in Keller. Going into this
weekend’s meet, Nimitz has the fifth-best
score in the state behind Plano, Keller,
Holmes (San Antonio), and Lubbock high
schools.

Verizon Making Book Donations.
Verizon’s Season’s Readings Program is
delivering books to hundreds of IISD
students this month.

SCHOOL BRIEFS
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The MacArthur Jazz Band’s trombone section plays music during the band booster’s
spaghetti supper and silent auction.

SupporSupporSupporSupporSupport the University of Dallast the University of Dallast the University of Dallast the University of Dallast the University of Dallas
- one phone call at a time- one phone call at a time- one phone call at a time- one phone call at a time- one phone call at a time

Help the University of Dallas achieve
its vision for its students and faculty by
supporting the university’s annual
fundraising goal. Participate in the Spring
Phonathon. The university needs volunteers
to donate time, energy, and imagination to
call alumni, parents, and friends of the
university. Phonathon is scheduled from 6
to 9 p.m. on Feb. 27 – Mar. 3, and Mar. 13-17.

For more information or to learn how
you can help, call Julie Pool at (972) 721-5128
or e-mail her at julipool@udallas.edu.

Brynne Sissom
The privilege of living in a democracy

requires that we share the burden of keeping
it independent of those who would paint
pretty pictures instead of reporting the truth
and the facts. Amy Goodman, host of
Democracy Now! America’s only
independent news hour, brought fresh
perspectives about the importance of
independent media to a packed audience last
Friday night at the Haveli Banquet Hall.

Ms. Goodman’s broadcasts shine the
light on many questions that media
companies like Clear Channel refuse to
pursue or even to broadcast. Indeed, she is
adamant that one job of the media is to report
where the voices have been silenced.

“If we had state-run media, would it
sound any different than Fox News?”,
Goodman asks (Fox News is banned in
Canada.) Goodman suggests that the key to
saving America lies in rebuilding our own
media; that it’s not in America’s best interests
to have media controlled by corporations.
The media’s job is to question the powerful
and make them responsible to everyone. In
other words, when corporate control stifles
the truth, Americans suffer greatly. Ms.
Goodman urged the audience to challenge
the “general” news where high-ranking
retired military officers are paid by the
networks to comment on the progress of the
devastation.

“Media is the way the world sees us and
the way we see each other,” Goodman said.
She used two examples to illustrate the results
of media attention. When media focused on
the human losses after the tsunami disaster,
money poured in for relief efforts. Citizens
around the world demanded much more of
their governments.

The other example Goodman used was
the difference between CNN’s domestic and
international broadcasts. International
viewers see a split screen with the bomb show
on the left and the bloody casualties on the
right. “CNN knows exactly what it is doing
when it supplies news for domestic
consumption and international viewing,” she
said. Goodman is certain that if Americans
saw even for a few days the results of bombs
dropped on Iraq, the war would be stopped.
“If we saw the casualties for just one week,
war would be eradicated. But we never see
people as targets on the ground.”

Ms. Goodman, an award-winning
journalist, recently released a bestselling
book titled Exception to the Rulers:
Exposing the Oily Politicians, War Profiteers
and the Media That Love Them. Coalition to
Bring Independent Media to North Texas
hosted the event. Democracy Now! is
pioneering the largest public media
collaboration in the U.S. It is broadcast live
on more than 300 stations, short-wave radio,
satellite television and streamed over the
Internet.

News reporNews reporNews reporNews reporNews repor ter ter ter ter ter AmAmAmAmAmy Goodmany Goodmany Goodmany Goodmany Goodman
discusses the role of discusses the role of discusses the role of discusses the role of discusses the role of American mediaAmerican mediaAmerican mediaAmerican mediaAmerican media

Lawrence E. Baker, director of Public
Health and Environmental Services, has
announced his retirement from the City of
Irving effective Monday, Feb. 28. Baker has
worked on numerous city engineering and
environmental projects for the past 27 years.

Baker joined the city in 1977 as a project
engineer and was named to his current
position in October 1979. Prior to Irving, he
served four years in the U.S. Air Force and
began his professional career as a project
engineer for Forrest and Cotton Consulting
Engineers in Dallas.

“It has been a privilege to work for the
City of Irving,” Baker said. “I want to express
my thanks to everyone in Public Health and
Environmental Services. We’re fortunate to
have an outstanding group of employees
who handle some tough and often under-
appreciated jobs that are essential to
maintaining the health of our city.”

A registered professional engineer,
Baker received a bachelor’s degree in civil
engineering from the University of Texas at
El Paso and a master’s degree in civil
engineering from Southern Methodist
University.

He serves as second vice president of
the Municipal Waste Management
Association, a subsidiary of the U.S.
Conference of Mayors; and is a member of
the Resource Conservation Council, North
Central Texas Council of Governments,
Toastmasters, Knights of Columbus and
Kairos Prison Ministry.

Lawrence Baker to retire as Irving public
health and environmental services director

Band boosters present spaghetti, auction

MacArthur High School band boosters presented a spaghetti supper and silent auction in
the school’s cafeteria on Feb. 18. Travis and Sam Houston Middle Schools’ honor bands
and MacArthur High School band ensembles provided entertainment during the event.
Boondoggles Catering donated the food for the evening.

It is only human to collect stuff from unique to historicIt is only human to collect stuff from unique to historicIt is only human to collect stuff from unique to historicIt is only human to collect stuff from unique to historicIt is only human to collect stuff from unique to historic
Matt Mungle

Is it odd that we as humans love to
collect things? It is safe to say that all of us
at one time or another have collected
something even if for only a short time.
Maybe it was baseball cards or My Little
Ponies; perhaps you compiled stamps or
coins. Albums, DVD’s, books, the list is

endless; and the possibilities limited only by
our lack of imagination.

Take Becky for example, who collects
banana labels. She now has more than 5,000
different labels! (www.beckymartz.com) That
seems insane to me, but that is the upside to
serious accumulation. It only has to make
sense to the individual doing the collecting.

Obviously Becky is not alone in her passions
of these Musa Stickers as she has set up a
chat forum, so she can get together with other
banana label lovers and talk about their
assortments.

I have always desired to be a collector,
but have never stuck with it long enough to
assemble an assortment worth displaying.
Although in High School, I had a complete
set of TV Guides from 1983-1984. Don’t ask
me why or how it started. I just began tossing
them in my closet instead of the trash each

week. They amassed pretty quickly. No one
ever saw them, and I didn’t have the luxury
of the Internet at that time to talk with Guide
Junkies from other states and countries. Who
knows what we would have chatted about. I
can see us debating into the wee hours topics
like which artwork was the coolest, the March
19th cover with Gary Coleman and Nancy
Reagan or the Dallas vs. Dynasty cover of
Oct 15th.

See COLLECTING,page 12
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Our sole focus is the people, events and businesses of Irving. The Irving
Rambler is Irving’s paper of today and of the future.

While other papers may be dropping or limiting their coverage of Irving, The
Irving Rambler is proud to continue to report news important to the people
of Irving.

The Irving Rambler is a positive, weekly, community newspaper serving
Irving for the past 11/

2
 years. The Irving Rambler is the paper Irving reads.

Stay informed about your community.

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Telephone: Sign:

E-mail Address:

Subscribe to The Irving Rambler
“The paper Irving reads.”

Have The Irving Rambler delivered to your mailbox; don’t miss another issue
of your favorite newspaper. Remain informed about the people and events of
Irving.  The Irving Rambler will remain available in select areas around Irving
free of charge.

12 MONTHS $35 6 MONTHS $20

The Irving Rambler, P.O. Box 177731, Irving, TX 75017

Now get The Irving Rambler
delivered to your home
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Selorm Sam Flagome

(972) 870-7430 Tel 800-207-1359
Securities offered through Selorm Sam Flagome as a Registered
Representative of Nationwide Securities, Inc., P.O. Box 3430, Dublin, OH
43016, 866-323-2303. Member NASD, DBA Nationwide Advisory Services,
Inc., in AR, FL, IL, WV. DBA Nationwide Advisory Services in MA, NY, OK.

Story & Irving Blvd near Blockbuster

Life. Home. Auto. Peace of Mind.

1503 North Story Road
Suite 125
Irving, TX 75061

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
INSURER

CLAIMS REPORTIN ONLY
TOLL FREE DIAL 1 800 421-3635

Congressman Pete Sessions was
recently awarded the National Association
of Manufacturers (NAM) Award for
Manufacturing Legislative Excellence in
recognition of his consistent support of
American manufacturers and their
employees.

This event marks the eighth consecutive
year that Congressman Sessions has
received the NAM Award for Manufacturing
Legislative Excellence .

“The National Association of
Manufacturers represents the pulse of what
will allow America to be competitive with the
world,” Congressman Sessions said. “I
support their legislation because for America
to be competitive we have to evolve, we have
to constantly work to address the issues that
will make us better. I have won this award
every year. I have been 100% supportive of
the National Association of Manufacturers;
they are for America growing its presence in
the world and supporting America’s jobs.”

The award is given by the NAM — one
of the nation’s largest and most influential
business groups — to senators and
representatives based on their voting records
on key legislation affecting the
manufacturing community. Its recipients have
shown support for a pro-growth, pro-
manufacturing, and pro-worker agenda.
Members of Congress are notified
throughout the congressional session of
votes that will be considered as “NAM Key

Votes” used to determine eligibility for the
award.

NAM member C. Scott Greer, chairman,
president, and chief executive officer of
Flowserve Corp., presented the award at
Flowserve’s Irving, Texas world headquarters
on Feb. 22, 2005 in conjunction with the
Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of
Commerce.

“Congressman Sessions’ voting record
shows a true understanding of
manufacturing’s key role in the strength of
our economy and a willingness to cast the
critical votes that will boost competitiveness,
job creation and prosperity for working
Americans,” Mr. Greer said, noting that
Sessions voted in support of manufacturers
on 100 percent of the NAM determined key
votes.

“On behalf of Flowserve and our 13,000
employees and the Greater Irving-Las Colinas
Chamber of Commerce, I thank Congressman
Sessions for championing the causes that
will help U.S. manufacturers thrive,” Mr. Greer
concluded.

Key manufacturing votes for the 108th
Congress included legal reform, tax cuts and
health care costs, among others.

Flowserve Corp. (NYSE: FLS) is one of
the world’s leading providers of fluid motion
and control products and services. Operating
in 56 countries, the company produces
engineered and industrial pumps, seals, and
valves as well as a range of related flow
management services.

Longtime Irving resident and former
Irving mayor Morris Parrish was honored at
a recent Irving City Council meeting with the
High Spirited Citizen Award for his years of
volunteer service. Mayor Joe Putnam
presented the award to his predecessor.

During his three decades in Irving,
Parrish has been involved with everything
from local healthcare, serving as an
administrator with Irving Community
Hospital for 14 years, to local politics, being
elected to the City Council in 1991 and 1993.
In 1995, Parrish was elected mayor of Irving,
a position he held for two consecutive terms.

During his tenure as mayor, Parrish
signed Leon, Mexico, as a Sister City and
established programs of cultural and
economic exchange that are ongoing today.
Parrish also set-up a business relationship
with Espoo, Finland; those efforts led to
Espoo becoming an Irving Sister City as well.

A constant champion for quality
healthcare for Irving residents, Parrish was
appointed to the state board of nurse
examiners by Governor Clements in 1989,
serving six years on the board.

In addition, Parrish has served on the
board of directors for the Irving Heritage
Society, Irving Rotary Club and Greater
Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce.

ManufacturersManufacturersManufacturersManufacturersManufacturers     AssociationAssociationAssociationAssociationAssociation honors congressman Sessions for suppor honors congressman Sessions for suppor honors congressman Sessions for suppor honors congressman Sessions for suppor honors congressman Sessions for supporttttt
on kon kon kon kon keeeeey manufacturing issuesy manufacturing issuesy manufacturing issuesy manufacturing issuesy manufacturing issues

An active member of Plymouth Park Baptist
Church, Parrish has served as a deacon and
Sunday school teacher, been on a committee
dedicated to helping widows and orphans,
and was involved with a mission project to
build a church in Brazil.

For all of his accomplishments, Parrish
has been named a Paul Harris Fellow by the
Irving Rotary Club and Fellow by the
American College of Health Care Executives,
and received the CP Snow Award from DeVry
University and Who’s Who in the South and
Southwest distinction.

After more than 30 years in Irving, Parrish
and his wife, Marge, are moving to Colorado
to live closer to family members.

“Morris constantly worked on ways to
make the city of Irving an even better
community without credit to himself,” stated
Mary Higbie, who nominated Parrish for the
award.  “He will be greatly missed.”

The High Spirited Citizen program was
initiated in 1988 by the Irving Convention
and Visitors Bureau. Its purpose is to
encourage the spirit of volunteerism. To date,
more than 400 of Irving’s “unsung” heroes
have been honored with the award. For more
information on the program or to nominate
an Irving resident, contact Jane Kilburn at
972-252-7476.

Parrish receives High Spirited Citizen award
Former Irving mayor honored prior to move from city

Congressman Pete Sessions is greeted by Mr. Scott Greer during the
National Association of Manufacturers’ presentation of its Award for
Manufacturing Legislative Excellence at the Flowserve Corporation’s
world headquarters in Irving.



The DFW Humane Society, 1611 West Irving Blvd, Irving, TX 75061 972-253-3333

Animals PresentlyResiding At

The DFW Humane Society

Stemmons foundation pledges $100,000 annual
matching funds grant for each of the next five years.

“We are raising funds to build a new shelter; named Corky’s
Cottage. Corky’s Cottage is going to be about 10,000 square
foot facility. We bought 2.2 acres adjacent to our current facility.
We have done all of the architectural renderings, everything is
done for the new facility; now comes the hard part, raising the
$2.4 million that we need to get it up and running,” Darryn
Pope, the D/FW Humane Society board president.

Every dollar you send is worth two dollars with the grant.

Stella

Breed: Pit Bull
Sex: Female
Weight: about 65 lbs.
Age: about 3 years

Dollie

Breed: Domestic Short Hair
Sex: Female / Spayed
Weight: about 8 lbs.
Age: about 1 years
Color: Black & White

Reason for Surrender: Found as a stray.
Comments: Dollie is sweet and good with kids
and other cats.

Color: White & Black
Reason for Surrender: Found as a stray.
Comments: Do not let my breed fool ya. I am
a gentle, loving companion with so much to
give. I am housebroken and good with other
pets.

Plan for the Future
4 Oak Grove Cemetery Lots Available

Asking $1435 each
50% off retail price ($2870)

Available in sets of two or four

972-254-5816 or 972-672-4656
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Tryke as they continue on their road to
recovery.

Mohamed tried out his new wheels in
the Bank of the West lobby surrounded by a
crowd of media, AMBUCS members and bank
employees. After his first attempt at peddling,
AMBUCS members adjusted the Am Tryke
to better fit the three and a half year old’s
size. As Mohamed started to move forward
again, he tilted his head upwards and said,
“Thank you.”

Sue Blackwood with the World
Craniofacial Foundation accompanied
Mohamed and his mother to the Am Tryke
presentation.

“We want to thank you for thinking
about our boys,” Ms. Blackwood said.
“They have been with us for three years,
and they have come a long way. Physical
therapy has brought them from lying on their
backs to walking.  They are progressing every
day and doing beautifully. They speak three
languages…. We thank you very much for

this, and I know they will enjoy them.
Mohamed is very active; it is very hard to
hold him back from anything. This is a very
safe thing that will keep him very happy and
occupied.”

Several members of the Yellow Rose
AMBUCS attended the presentation
including the club’s president, Jo Ann
Gardner.

“We are trilled that we can give the
Ibrahim family an Am Tryke,” Ms. Gardner
said. “We would like to give both the boys
one, but we were told that they did not have
enough room for two. So when they go back
home, we could probably send one, if the
family would like for us to send one.”

“The Yellow Rose AMBUCS holds
fundraisers, we raise the money, we buy these
Am Trykes and we give them away. Most of
the time the parents can’t afford them
because they have so many medical bills.
AMBUCS is the club with the biggest heart
you will ever find,” Ms. Gardner said.

After Mohamed received the Am Tryke,
Colleen Barnard, Bank of the West SBA
lending specialist, presented the Ibrahim
family with $500.

“I admire AMBUCs’ dedication to help
people with disabilities,” Ms. Barnard, who
is also a Yellow Rose AMBUC, said. “The
Yellow Rose is a wonderful group of women
who have fun raising money for their cause.

I am proud that Bank of the West was able to
offer the use of our lobby area to display and
give away the Am Tryke resulting in
increased visibility for this great group.”

Last year the AMBUCS, the men’s
group, and the Yellow Rose AMBUCS, the
women’s group, gave away more than 125
Am Trykes.

Margaret’s Corner

Margaret Lopez is an indepenfent writer for the Irving Rambler.  An Irving resident for
more than 12 years, she and her husband have been married for more than 37 years and
have four daughters and four grandsons

Hi Irving!

I hope you are enjoying this wonderful
spring weather. Don’t forget to adjust your
clocks on April 3rd since daylight savings
time begins.

March 1, 2005 is the first class for the
spring session of the Citizen’s Police
Academy Class. Call Officer Beau Jones at
972-721-3745 for more information.

If the class is full, you can place your
name on the waiting list for the fall session.
This is a tremendous way to assist our Police
Department. Our law enforcement officers
have one of the most dangerous and difficult
jobs there is and it is for the benefit of all of
us.

Do you really know how to install a child/
infant car seat safely in your car? Statistics
show that the majority of child/infant car
seats are improperly installed, leaving a child
at greater risk of injury or even death.  As
always, our Police Department is looking out

for us. On April 8, the IPD will be conducting
a child safety seat inspection event. The
location of the inspections will be announced
in next week and the service will be provided
free of charge to the public. For more
information, please contact Sergeant Bo
Owings at the Irving Police Department.
Come and bring a friend to take advantage of
this opportunity.

If you plan to vote on May 7, 2005 in the
city elections, make sure you are registered
no later than April 5, 2005. If any of your
information has changed, for example your
address, voter registration certificates can
be found at City Hall.

Have you ever made or eaten Laura Bush
Cowboy Cookies? They are the best cookies
I’ve ever had!  Be sure to “tune in next week”
because I will share her recipe with you in
the next issue!

God Bless You.
Attend Church Sunday.

Continued from page 1

Twins receive Am Tryke to aid in physical therapy

Jess Paniszczyn

Rated: PG
Starring: Annasophia Robb, Jeff Daniels,
Cicely Tyson, Dave Matthews, Eva Marie
Saint

All you have to do in Hollywood to have
a hit is mix a cute kid, a cute dog and an
updated Polyanna script and you have it
made. Well not quite, as Because of Winn-
Dixie proves.

Because of Winn-Dixie is a morose story
about a dog and his girl. Ten-year-old Opal
(Annasophia Robb) and her distant father,
always referred to as ‘The Preacher’ (Jeff
Daniels), move to Naomi, FL to find a better
life. Naomi it turns out is a sleepy, little near
ghost town populated by children and
eccentric, depressed adults.

Now honestly, anything with a child and
a dog as main characters will keep the interest
of most children between the ages of six and
ten. As a viewer older than ten, I wasn’t
overly impressed by Winn-Dixie.

I really did not like the character of Opal’s
father. I have rarely seen any parent less
concerned with the whereabouts and
activities of a child than The Preacher
portrays. Opal wanders all over town making
friends with ex-cons and alcoholics, and
witnessing assaults on the town’s one police
officer; either The Preacher does not know
what Opal is doing or does not care. The
Preacher repeatedly gives in to Opal’s
pleading, whining, pouting and tantrums,
even when Opal’s wishes threaten the
family’s home. After seven years of raising
Opal as a single parent, The Preacher has
not yet come to terms with his wife’s
alcoholism and leaving the family. In short,

The Preacher is not a good role model for
any child and is even less convincing as a
church leader.

Even more disturbing, Opal spends large
amounts of time with Otis (Dave Matthews).
Otis is an ex-con who spent three years in
prison because he assaulted a police officer.
Of course, Otis explains he is not a bad man,
just an unlucky man. Otis is in charge of the
local pet store, which sells every thing from
puppies to full-grown goats. The pet store’s
owner Gertrude is missing and Otis has no
good explanation of why he, a drifter
unknown in the community, has taken over
the shop. Watching the movie, I had the very
bad feeling that Gertrude was buried under
the woodpile. Maybe next year we will see
Winn-Dixie Two: the Forensic Files.

During her seemingly endless travels
through town, Opal also meets the town
librarian, Miss Franny (Eva Marie Saint). Miss
Franny seems a little senile as she is at first
convinced that Winn-Dixie is a book-loving
bear. Opal must calm down and reassure Miss
Franny that Winn-Dixie is indeed a dog. Miss
Franny turns out to be the town’s unofficial
historian. She regales young children with
tales of her great-grand father who returned
from military service in the Civil War to find
that most of his family died of disease.

Miss Franny also tells youngsters about
the town’s defunct factory that in times past
produced Littmus Lozenges. These neat little
candies combine sweetness with a sensation
of melancholy. Most of the people given
Littmus Lozenges spit them out, but a few
people burst into tears after tasting the candy.
As Sweetie Pie Thomas (Elle Fanning) says
after spitting the candy out of her mouth, “It
tastes like not having a dog.”

I wanted to like Winn-Dixie, because in
addition to a cute kid and cute dog, Winn-
Dixie offers an outstanding cast of actors.
However, Winn-Dixie tries too hard to
incorporate quirky characters into its plot.
Very often in movies, quirky translates into
endearing, but in the case of Winn-Dixie,

quirky translates into weird: that scary,
newspaper-headlines kind of weird.

If you or the kids really want to see a
movie about kids and dogs, don’t spend your
time and money on Winn-Dixie. It would be
much more entertaining and economical for
you to go to the video store and rent a copy
of My Dog Skip or For the Love of Benji.

Because of Winn-Dixie appeals to the ten and under crowd but falls flat for everyone else
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606 West Airport Freeway – Irving, Texas  75062
(972) 579-1313   www.donnellyscolonial.com

Serving Irving  families since 1963

We Provide The Personal Touch
David & Carla Davis, Licenced Funeral Directors

972-259-7644129 S. O’Connor
Irving, TX 75060

Irving’s oldest funeral home
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The Irving Rambler is

the only weekly community
publication covering all of
Irving, Texas.  Each week The
Irving Rambler carries a
message of hope and love to
thousands of readers
through the Religious
Section. This mid-week
message remindes people of
God’s love during the week,
invites people to join in
worship and attend the
church of their choice.

Reverends, preachers and Irving’s church leaders are cordially invited to
submit a 200 - 300 word sermon for placement in the paper free of charge.

The Irving Rambler is also starting a “Church Directory” as an addition to our
Religious Section.  Advertisements in the directory will consist of 2 column inch
advertisements about 2”h X 2.25”w.  A church may purchase a maximum of two
spaces at the Directory price.  Our Directory rate for each two column inch
advertisement is $29.

Please submit sermons to www.irving@irvingrambler.com. If you have
questions, please call 214-675-6493.

Get Your Message Heard!
JOE HUMPHREY

Joe Humphrey, age 55, a resident of Irving,
Texas formerly of The Colony, died February 15,
2005 at Baylor Medical Center at Irving.

Born November 28, 1949 in Tacoma,
Washington to Gene and Lois Mae Castleman
Humphreys, he was a former draftsman. Survivors
include his daughters, Shannon Leigh Humphrey
and Samantha Jo Humphrey, both of Flower
Mound; mother, Bertha Humphreys of Irving;
brothers Gene Allen Humphreys, Jr. of Irving,
Wayne Oran Humphreys of Missouri and Les
Andrews of Irving; and, sister Janet Hawkins of
Hurst.

Graveside Service was 9:00 a.m., Friday,
February 18, 2005 at Dallas-Fort Worth National
Cemetery.

URA “PAT” TRESP CADY

7, 1996 in Irving. She is survived by husband
Isaac Prater Jr. of Irving; daughter, Glenda
McFarland and husband Ronnie of Payne Springs,
TX; sons, James Burleson and wife Tammy of
Eustace, TX, Butch Burleson of Irving; brothers,
Bob Stevenson of Lancaster, TX, Johnny
Stevenson and Lee Stevenson both of Sache, TX;
and grandchildren, Joseph Luke, Charles Luke,
Jackie Luke, Angel Burleson, Dalton Burleson
and Faith Burleson.

JOHN F. “JACK” GIEGERICH

1950; her daughter, Diane Boltas and husband
Ronald of Irving; son, Victor Sloan and wife Marie
of Uxbridge, MA; sisters, Kathleen Elliott, Franne
Gregg, Mart Keenas and Aileen Eaton, all of
Canada; and, four grandchildren.

Memorial services are planned at a later date
at Community Bible Church in Irving. Memorials
may be made to a charity of one’s choice.

LINDA BULA
Linda Bula, of Irving, passed away Sunday

February 20, 2005.
She was born May 23, 1954 in Barranquilla,

Columbia. Preceded in death by her mother, Lupe
Bula, brother, David E. Bula, and sister Myriam
J. Bula Ramirez, Linda is survived by her father,
Calixto Bula of Hackensack, New Jersey; sons,
Max Perez and Jon Perez, both of Dallas;
daughter, Janinna Austin of Flower Mound,
Texas; brother, J. Daniel Bula of New York, New
York, sister, Martha E. Bula Torres of
Hackensack, New Jersey; and 4 grandchildren.

Funeral services will be 1:00 PM Thursday,
February 24, 2005 at Thomas Gentile Funeral
Home, 397 Union St., Hackensack, New Jersey
with interment to follow at George Washington
Memorial Cemetery, Paramus, New Jersey. Her
family will receive friends from 11:30 AM
Thursday until time of service.

ELLA MAE COE

Prairie and Donna and Mark Nill of Virginia;
sisters: Loretta Holt and Idell Johnson, both of
Nacogdoches, Mozell Mahoney of Arizona; four
grandchildren and six great grandchildren.

The family received friends 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.,
Wednesday at the funeral home. Service 2:00 p.m.,
Thursday, February 24, 2005 at Donnelly’s
Colonial Funeral Home Chapel.    Burial to follow
at Oak Grove Memorial Gardens in Irving.

Memorials may be made to the Alzheimers
Association.

ANTONE FLORENCIO
Antone Florencio, age 52, of Irving, TX,

passed away on Monday, Feb. 21, 2005.
Funeral Services will be 7:00 p.m. Friday,

Feb. 25th at Chism-Smith Funeral Home.
Mr. Florencio was born on May 5, 1952 in

Taunton, Mass. He married Rosa Prieto on April
22, 1996 in Irving. Survivors include wife Rosa
Florencio of Irving; daughter, Natalie Silva of
Irving; mother and step-father Margaret and Irving
Torrey of Mansfield, Mass.; sister, Rosemary
Burrows of North Attleborro, Mass.; brother,
Joseph Florencio of Summerville, SC; and
numerous nieces and nephews.

JACKIE GAMMON
Jackie Gammon, age 81, of Sulphur Springs

and formerly of Irving, passed away on Saturday,
February 19, 2005.

Funeral services were Monday, Feb. 21st at
Chism-Smith Funeral Home with interment at
Oak Grove. She was born on October 25, 1923 in
Charleston, TX.

Mrs. Gammon married Norman Gammon in
1971. She retired from LTV. Survivors include
husband, Norman Gammon of Sulphur Springs;
daughter, Becky Vidmar of Austin; son, Ben
Nabors of Ft. Worth, TX; step-daughters, Ida
Hollaway of Yantis, TX, Barbara Ganley of San
Raphael, CA, Anna Gammon; step-son, Ricky
Gammon; sisters, ElJean McWhorter and Bobbie
McWhorter both of Ft. Worth, Jimmie Gideon of
OK; brothers, Myrl George of Arlington, TX,
Larry George of Dallas, TX; and 6 grandchildren
and numerous nieces and nephews.

Ura “Pat” Tresp
Cady of Irving born
September 19, 1923 in
Dodd City, Texas
passed away February
16, 2005 in Irving. She
was a member of
Bruton Road Christian
Church and was a
retired Nurse.

Survivors include daughters and sons-in-law
Lynda and Frankie Smith of Terrell; Susie and
Larry Scarborough of Irving; grandchildren Mark
Smith, Lori Duckworth and Karissa Porter; 7
great-grandchildren and numerous family
members and friends.

The family received friends from 6 to 8 P.M.
Friday, February 18, 2005 at Brown’s Memorial
Funeral Home. Funeral services were held at 1:00
P.M. Saturday at Brown’s Memorial Funeral
Home Chapel with Pastor Ted Smith officiating.
Interment followed at Trinity Cemetery in
Wilmer.

MARY ELIZABETH MCCREIGHT
Mary Elizabeth

McCreight, 92, passed
away on February 17,
2005 in Ft. Worth,
Texas.

She was born on
September 29, 1912 in
Dallas Co.,
T e x a s .  M r s .
McCreight was a
resident of Irving most
of her life, she was

longtime member of Oak View Baptist
Church. She had been a Executive with
Southwestern Bell Telephone Company with over
40 years of faithful service until her
retirement. She led an active life of volunteering
at Irving Hospital and loved painting landscapes
with oils.

Mrs. McCreight was preceded in death by
her Husband: William John “Mac”
McCreight. She is survived by her
Sister: Katherine Thornton of Ft. Worth, TX, One
Nephew: Patrick Thornton of Arlington, VA, Four
Nieces: Jodi Scott of Las Vegas, NV, Beth
Hawkins of Mansfield, TX, Barbara Haas of New
Hope, PA, and Andrea Whitman of Ft. Worth,
TX, and Numerous Great Nieces & Nephews.

The family received friends for visitation on
Friday evening from 6:00p.m. to 8:00p.m. 
Funeral services were Saturday, February 19,
2005 at 10:00a.m. at Calvary Funeral Home
Chapel. Interment followed at Oak Grove
Memorial Gardens. Rev. Wallace Philpot
officiated.

JOYCE ANN PRATER
Joyce Ann Prater, age 56, of Irving, TX

passed away Wednesday, Feb. 16th. A memorial
service was held on Saturday, Feb. 19th at Chism-
Smith Funeral Home.

Mrs. Prater was born on May 14, 1948 in
Dallas, TX.  She married Isaac Prater Jr. on June

John F. “Jack”
Giegerich, of Irving,
Texas, passed away
February 20, 2005.

He was born
September 13, 1914 to
John F. and Margaret
Sullivan Giegerich in
Elizabeth, New Jersey.
Preceded in death by

his wife, Marie L. Giegerich, brother, Robert
Giegerich and grandson, Paul Giegerich, Jr., John
is survived by six children, John F. Giegerich, III
of Brick, New Jersey, Paul M. Giegerich and wife
Mary Alice of Warren, New Jersey, Mary Virginia
Dowling and husband William of Dallas, Kathlyn
Roberta Hewitt and husband William of Toms
River, New Jersey, Denise Eileen Phillips and
husband Rodney of Flower Mound, Texas, and
Jean Marie Giegerich of Corpus Christi, Texas.
He is also survived by 22 grandchildren, 19 great
grandchildren and by “the love of his life” Juanita
Robinson.

Mass will be celebrated 10:00 AM
Thursday, February 24, 2005 at St. Luke’s
Catholic Church, 202 S. MacArthur Blvd, Irving.
Visitation was Wednesday, February 23, 2005
from 2-4 PM and from 6-8 PM at Brown’s
Memorial Funeral Home.

John’s family would like to express their
gratitude for the excellent care he received from
Dr. Mark Haman and the staffs at North Gate
Plaza Nursing Center and Vitas Hospice Care. In
lieu of flowers, please send donations to Vitas
Hospice Care, 8585 Stemmons Frwy. Ste. 700,
Dallas, TX 75247, Irving Cares, 440 S. Nursery,
Ste. 101, Irving, TX 75060, or to St. Joseph’s
Residence, 330 W. Pembroke, Dallas, TX 75208.

DAN ASHLEY
Dan Ashley, 39,

of Irving, died Saturday,
2/19/05 at Parkland
Hospital in Dallas.

Born October 16,
1965 in Garland, TX,
he was a life long
resident of Irving. A
parts manager with Big
D Trucking, he is
survived by his wife,

Anne Greaver of Irving; children, Delaney Clair
Ashley of Brackettville, TX, Joseph Daniel
Ashley, Stephanie Brooke Greaver and Zachary
John Greaver, all of Irving; his parents, Billy and
Betty Ashley; brother, Bill Ashley; and sister,
Kelli Reneé Ashley, all of Irving.

Funeral service 10:00 a.m. Tuesday, 2/22/05
at Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home Chapel.
Burial at Restland Memorial Park in Dallas. The
family received friends at the funeral home
Monday 7-9 p.m.

MONA PATRICIA SLOAN
Mona Patricia Sloan, age 84, a resident of

Irving, Texas for two years, formerly of Medway,
Massachusetts, died February 20, 2005 at her
home.

Born September 16, 1920 in Kenora,
Ontario, Canada to Thomas C. and Margaret Diehl
Keenan, she grew up in Winnipeg, Manitoba,
Canada. She was a registered nurse for fifty years,
a bridge player and she enjoyed swimming at
Heritage Senior Center in Irving.

Survivors include her husband Clarence
“Ted” Sloan of Medway, MA, they married in

Ella Mae Coe, age
83, a resident of Grand
Prairie, Texas for four
years formerly of
Irving, died February
20, 2005 at Medical
Center of Arlington.

Born June 27,
1921 in Bronson, Texas
to Clarence and Mary

Watson Langford, she was a homemaker. Preceded
in death by her husband, John Rogers Coe January
11, 2001.

Survivors include her daughters and sons-
in-law:  Patsy and Corky Weatherly of Quinlan,
Johnnie Sue and Edgar L. Jennings, Sr. of Grand



February 24, 2005 Page 11The Irving Rambler 214-675-6493

Antiques &
Collectibles

FOR SALE-Hot Wheels
Collection-Treasure Hunts,
Final Runs and many other
series 972-438-4522

ANTIQUES TREASURE
HOUSE - Lowest prices, weekly
inventory, layaway available,
furniture collectibles, Canine
Accessories, Consignments,
214-542-3950.

Appliances
Heavy duty washer or dryer only
$97 Great condition 972-670-
1999

Auto Parts
A/C Compressors for Auto’s
General Mechanics, Elect-
rical, & Upholstery. We have
the lowest prices Nationwide !
Conveniently located in Irving,
TX. Call 888 317-2025 or visit
us at3367 Conflans Rd.,
Irving 75061. Ask for Joe or
Richard

Business
Opportunity

FREE Airline Tickets for taking
a look at becoming a Travel
Agent. Unlimited Income
Potential  1-888-314-8005  No

Experience Required.

Best Home Based Business
O p p o r t u n i t i e s
Our comprehensive business
program provides you with all
help, and support you need to
start your Home-Based Business
today. Excellent Earnings, and
Benefits. Call now 214 729-
4877 - Ask for Mark Hoyle

Needed !  Representatives to
help launch our business in the
city of Irving. Make up to $500
per week p/t.  No sales
involved.  Must be at least 18
years old. Call 877 481-1144

Health
A Unique, Exclusive
Proprietary Product Taking the
World by Storm Unlimited
potential Once-in-a-Lifetime
Opportunity Call Now 972-
259-3058

LIMU MOUI
Amazing Life-Enhancing
Benefits! A Unique Nectar that
helps achieve optimal health
Call Now 972-259-3058

For Sale by Owner
4-3-2, 2,400 square feet S. Irving
large parking area, $146,000
972-313-1173

Townhome
For Sale by owner, elegant
2BR, 2 1/2 Bath, Luxury
Townhome. 100% financing
available. 214-783-5938

Duplex
Duplex 2bed/1bath/1 w/d con
ch/a appl. no pets $600 + dep
972-986-7687   972-790-4214

GREAT CONDO
FOR SALE or RENT

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms, 1
Garage, 1 Carport Berber carpet,
ceramic tile, decorator paint,
fireplace, ceiling fans, small
fenced yard NW Irving in gated
community with 2 pools, hot
tub & more. Sale $89,900 or
Rent $900* per month *Rent
includes: water, cable tv,

security, more Ready for Move
In! MAKE OFFER! Contact
Mark Bailey:  972-252-5225 or
972-333-3716

Moblie Home
Mobile Home and RV lot for
rent. Senior citizens call
972-986-7057 for information.

Help Wanted
Multiple positions

Irving based, well established
HVAC company has several
positions available. We are
looking for an experienced
Commercial Service Tech,
friendly Sales person, and a
handy warehouse man that is
experienced with sheet metal. If
you would like to become part
of a growing team please call
972-253-4131 or fax your
resume’ to 972-253-5326. EOE

Receptionist
Answer phones, filing. 8:00 -
5:00. Apply in person: 1121
Round Table Drive, Dallas, TX
or fax resume to 972-554-1133.

Bartender
VFW in Irving needs a full-time
bartender. Call Katherine 972-
790-1611 or 817-773-2760.

Sales
Advertising Sales representative
with newspaper or on-line
experience needed. 214-675-
6493

Teacher
Pre K Teacher for First Class
Learning Center 2107 W. Shady
Grove Rd. Irving 972-790-4214

Hairstylist /nail technician
Hairstylist and nail technician
needed immediately in busy
upscale salon located in Irving
Call 972-870-0002 Low Rent

Love Animals? Animal Care
Tech needed Accepting
applications Wed.-Sun. 1611
W. Irving Blvd. 972-253-
3333

Immediate Opening
Full time cashier needed for
convenience store/gas station in
Irving area. Call 972-513-0276
after 8 p.m. 972-986-1979

Insurance
State Farm Insurance Heather
Halpin-Beaty, Agent 972-253-
9557. Providing Insurance and
Financial Services

Auto Insurance for virtually any
customer - good driving record
or a few tickets. Se habla
espanol. Economical Insurance
972-413-1270

Private Tutoring
K-Adult reading, phonics,
math, English, GED, etc. Assist
Homeschool Experienced and
Highly Recommended Carol
Cunningham 972-254-3032

IRVING RAMBLER MARKETCENTER
Online & In print

IRMC Business Directory

Travel
FREE Airline Tickets for taking
a look at becoming a Travel
Agent. Unlimited Income
Potential  1-888-314-8005
No Experience Required.

Antiques
We offer the lowest prices with
constantly changing inventory
on Antique furniture, collec-
tibles and canine accessor-
ies.214-542-3950

Carrying furniture, glassware,
toys, crafts & collectibles. 972-
399-8000

Dog Grooming
Star Mobile Dog Grooming
“Professional Grooming in the
convenience of your driveway”.

call Ruth 469-233-6228

Hair
Enjoy personal day spa services
without the Las Colinas prices
972-438-4550

Insurance
Bill Hooten Insurance Agency,
Inc. Celebrating 30 years with
State Farm 972-409-9940

Bruce Stone Insurance Agency-
Insurance and Financial
Services 972-986-8822

Lawn Care
Full service grass cutting,
raking, bushes trimmed. Most
lawns $25 FREE ESTIMATES
972-989-1145

Motorcycles
Killa’ Cycles is a privately
owned company in the Dallas,
Texas area dedicated to the craft
of motorcycles. we specialize in
custom motorcycle design and
construction. 972-313-2196

Photography
Reasonable prices for your own
special event 469-855-8076

Resumes
Home of the $65 resume package
972-257-1329

Special Events
Our grounds feature richly
detailed landscaping, compli-
mented by fountains and garden
statues. We have a variety of
garden ornaments that make our
facility ideal for your wedding
or special occasion. 972-438-
6686

Tax Services
Providing complete income tax
services. electronic and paper
filing available. 972-445-1243

Web Services
Web Designers and
Web Solutions Providers for the
Serious Business 877-513-0553

United Family Karate Academy

3455 N. Beltline, Ste 103  Unitedfamilykarate.com

(Located next to T.J.

Maxx & Jason’s

Deli)
(972) 252-7600(972) 252-7600(972) 252-7600(972) 252-7600(972) 252-7600

“We can see positive results in our kids already in the 1st month.
Amazing!” Jim & Jeannette Lucas

“I have been able to garden longer.” Ann Craft

“He got up by himself and cleaned his room without being told.  Thanks
to Family Karate” Vince & Dana Bucher

ONE WEEK FREE

Repair
Carpentry, painting, misc.

repairs. Handyman, odd jobs.
214-277-1895  Jerry

The Irving Rambler MarketCenter is a new addition to our newspaper.
Businesses can now utilize the online marketcenter to reach a completely
different reader than the newspaper reaches. By advertising both online
and in print companies can enjoy the best of both worlds.

Visit the Irving Rambler MarketCenter at

www.IrvingRambler.com

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.  When you place a
classified advertisement in the Rambler, we publish it online at no additional
charge. The Irving Rambler does not accept submission of an advertisement as a
commitment to publish.  Publication of an advertisement does not create an
obligation to continue publishing.  The Irving Rambler reserves the right to refuse
to publish any advertisement for any reason.  Ads promoting hate groups, or
including inappropriate material will not be published.  E-mail addresses will only
be published if included in the copy of your classified ad.
To purchase classified ads, call 214-675-6493.

ADVERTISING PRICES

First 15 words $7.00
Each additional word $0.20
Bold, Caps, border $7.00

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Online & In print call for infor-
mation

Economical Insurance
Liability as low as $45.00 a month

Providing Auto Insurance for Virtually Any Customer, Whether You Have
a Great Driving Record or a Few Tickets

Se Habla Espanol
972-413-1270

2542 N. Beltline Rd. Irving
(Next to Hooters across from Irving Mall)
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Opposites - Attract
Either Amature
Elder Arrogant
Elude Blame
Emerge Capture
Escape Clumsey
Eternal Copy
Exhale Deflate
Expert Gigantic
Forgive Inhale
Humble Late
Indoor Mortal
Inflate Niether
Miniature Outdoor
Optimist Pessimist
Original Planned
Prompt Praise
Random Prefix
Rebuke Seek
Suave Submerge
Suffix Younger

Opposites List is the one hidden - Match the Antonym
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Lt. Col. Bernard McLaughlin of Lake Charles, LA is met by Travis students and his sister-
in-law, Travis art teacher, Sally Spiller. Lt. Col. McLaughlin was assigned to the Multi-
National Force in Iraq, Task Force 134, as Deputy Chief Prosecutor, Central Criminal
Court of Iraq. He was responsible for prosecuting terrorists and foreign fighters as they
were captured. Pictured from left to right are Lt. Col. Bernard McLaughlin, Sally Spiller,
Becky Blake, Kamille Martin, Stratton Holman, Jessica Moore, Jessica Mitchell, Haley
Arrington and Callie Edwards.

The Travis Junior High’s National Junior Honor Society and the Travis cheerleaders
recently welcomed home U.S. Troops as they arrived at DFW International Airport.

TTTTTrararararavis Junior High studentsvis Junior High studentsvis Junior High studentsvis Junior High studentsvis Junior High students

WWWWWelcome home returelcome home returelcome home returelcome home returelcome home returning troopsning troopsning troopsning troopsning troops

Soccer teams compete in IrSoccer teams compete in IrSoccer teams compete in IrSoccer teams compete in IrSoccer teams compete in Irvingvingvingvingving
Spring TSpring TSpring TSpring TSpring Tune-Up Tune-Up Tune-Up Tune-Up Tune-Up Tourourourourournamentnamentnamentnamentnament

The Irving Soccer Association’s Strikers ‘91 team play the final game in the 14 and
under tournament competition against the North Dallas Chamber of Commerce’ Strik-
ers. The North Dallas Chamber of Commerce’ team won first place.

The Irving Soccer Association hosted
its second annual Irving Spring Tune-Up
Tournament at the City of Irving Soccer
Complex from Feb. 18 to 20.

Approximately 120 boys’ teams and
girls’ teams from under six-years old to under

Collections that capture a history or era
in our culture seem more significant to me
now and fall more under preservation than a
series of stuff. Civil War memorabilia, or
election paraphernalia, objects that catch an
event and retell the story again and again. If
you think about it, museums are nothing

more than a collection. Granted pieces by
Bellini and Raphael are more valuable than
my 1983 TV Guides. But who is to say that in
millenniums to come parents won’t be taking
their children to large marbled buildings
where they will stand in silence staring at a
picture encased in glass and depicting nine
individuals. The mom will lean down to her

Collecting is limited only by your imagination

19-years old representing Texas, Louisiana,
Arkansas and Oklahoma, participated in the
tournament.

“The tournament has been going really
well,” Carl Kriz, general manager of the Irving
Soccer Association, said during the
tournament. “We were a little worried about
the weather, but everything cooperated. The
kids are having a good time. The tournament
is a lot of fun; we have competitive teams
and recreational teams. We have used about
25 different fields during the tournament, and
we have about all of the teams we can handle.
The money that we raise from the tournament
will be put into a fund to put lights on the
field.”

Continued from page 7 youngster and whisper. “This was a story
about a man named Brady...”

If you have an interesting or offbeat
collection, I would love to hear about it. You
can write me at matt@mungleshow.com. And
if you have the June 11th 1983 TV Guide read
the cover story. Scary how right they actually
were.


