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Casino Night supports
Holy Family School

Dallas County Utility Reclamation District challenges Irving  - PAGE 2

Irving youngsters see a
little clearer

The Texas Steel Guitar
Association (TSGA) hosted its 21st

annual Texas Steel Guitar Jamboree
at the Harvey Hotel DFW from
March 3 to 6.

Steel guitar music reigned
throughout the four-day festival,
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School board members,
teachers, parents and students met
to formally dedicate Bernice
Chatman Freeman Elementary
School in Valley Ranch on March
8. Freeman Elementary opened to
pre-kindergarten to fifth grade
students in the Carrollton Farmers
Branch Independent School
District at the beginning of the
current school year.

Carrollton Farmers Branch IDS
Board of Trustees’ president John
Tepper officially dedicated the
school and presented a portrait of
Ms. Freeman to the school.

“When a board of trustees
names a school after an individual,
the honored person exemplies our
school district’s and our
community’s values,” Mr. Tepper
said. “The woman we honor today
is such a person, Bernice Chatman
Freeman. Ms. Freeman is a life-long
learner who is known as a teacher
who always put children first. As a
teacher, she did whatever was
necessary to ensure that the
students had positive school
experiences. Ms. Freeman’s
dedication and commitment to
children serves as an inspiration to
our teachers today and our
students today. By naming a school
in Bernice Chatman Freeman’s
honor future generations will know
that they are part of a public school
system and community that has a
rich history of people who truly
value children and their education.”

Ms. Freeman was on hand to
participate in the dedication of the
school named in her honor.
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which featured over 50 jam sessions
performed by guitarists known
throughout the United States and
a few known worldwide. This year’s
artists included Hal Rugg, Johnny
Bush, John Hughey, Doug
Jernigan, Herby Wallace, Russ

Hicks, Chuck Lettes, Joan Cox and
Laney Hicks. Austin Stewart and
Jonathan Candler represented the
young, up-and-coming artists of
tomorrow.

Friends rallied around Hal
Rugg, a professional steel guitar
musician since the 1950’s and a
member of the Grand Ole Opry from
1963 to 1979, to play with him during
his Saturday night jam session. The
concert was Mr. Rugg’s final
performance before undergoing an
operation on Tuesday to remove a
brain tumor. Doctors believed that
after the surgery, Mr. Rugg will be
blind. TSGA president Albert Talley
interrupted the session to induct
Mr. Rugg into the TSGA’s Texas
Steel Guitar Hall of Fame. There were
no dry eyes on stage and very few
in the audience as Mr. Rugg
accepted the honor and received a
standing ovation.

“I just want you to know how
grateful I am to you for what you
have done,” Ms. Freeman said
during the dedication. “When I was
a little girl going to school, I
wouldn’t see this many people in a
year, let alone see this many in one
night. I just have so many memories
of school. When I was a little girl,
you know we were segregated, and
some days I went to school all day
by myself because the other
children were in the fields working.
But my parents told me I had to go
to school. To them, I will ever be
grateful because if they did not
push to see that I did attend, I might
not be able to stand here today.”

During the dedication, the
Freeman Choir directed by teacher
Emily Fry sang three songs
including the new school song
written by Ms. Fry. A group of
students and teachers ended the
dedication by acting out a skit.
Afterwards, parents and students
toured the school and had
refreshments.

Born in 1921, Ms. Freeman is a
life long resident of Carrollton. After
graduating from FIS High School
in Wolfe City, she earned a
temporary teaching certificate from
Paul Quinn College before earning
a bachelor’s degree from Bishop
College and a Masters of Art
Education from North Texas State
University. In the 1960’s, Ms.
Freeman served as principal of J.H.
Bush School, which was named in
her grandfather’s honor. After 38
years of teaching in the Carrollton-
Farmers Branch ISD, Ms. Freeman
retired in 1981.

A crowd of 700 music lovers
filled every seat in Carpenter
Performance Hall as the Glenn
Miller Orchestra performed on
March 6.

Five saxophone players, four
trumpeters, four trombonists, three
percussionists and two vocalists
under the direction of Larry O’Brien
make up the relatively small
orchestra. Small though they may
be, the orchestra had no trouble
making themselves heard. During

the performance, the orchestra
played a unique mix of jazz, swing
and big band music from the 1930’s
and 40’s. The afternoon’s
performance included the sweet,
smooth sounds of Little Brown
Jug, Moonlight Serenade, and
Pennsylvania 6-5000, among
others.

Mr. Miller began his famous
band in March 1938. He disbanded
the popular musical organization in
1942 when he volunteered for the

Army. While in the Army, he served
by entertaining troops with the
Glenn Miller Army Air Force Band.
On December 15, 1944, Major
Miller’s plane disappeared and was
never found. One year later, the
Army declared Mr. Miller officially
dead. The Glenn Miller Orchestra
was established by the Miller
estate in 1956 to carry on Mr.
Miller’s music and the legacy of his
band.

Glenn Miller Orchestra
jazzes up Carpenter Hall

See TEXAS, Page 10

Ms. Bernice Chatman Freeman speaks at the dedication of an elemen-
tary school named in her honor.  Supporting Ms. Freeman at the podium
are John Tepper, CFBISD Board of Trustees’ president, and Annette T.

Griffin, Superintendent.
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Brynne Sissom
Part one of a multi-part series exploring

the Dallas County Utility Reclamation District
(DCURD); the benefits and challenges it
presents to the city. For this installment,
Jacky Knox, General Manager of DCURD,
discussed the reclamation district and its
responsibilities with the reporter.

As cities evolve they invariably face
situations where its leadership, must take
them beyond a problem and into a new phase
of the city’s life. As a city, Irving is facing
such a situation with Dallas County Utility
and Reclamation District, better known as
DCURD. Las Colinas and Irving owe much
of their success to DCURD, but over time
the district has maintained a large debt.

Companies located in DCURD are
required to pay all the property taxes
everyone else pays, as well as the taxes levied
by DCURD. The problem is few companies
want to locate inside the district because of
the additional taxes, and the debt makes it
more difficult for companies to finance
projects. Challenges surrounding DCURD
began thirty-five years ago when Ben
Carpenter was developing his vision called
“Las Colinas”.

Municipalities often have “special
districts” to take care of certain concerns

such as drainage and flooding. Special
districts are legislated into existence by the
state legislature and are often given power
by the state to sell bonds and levy taxes.
DCURD started as a less-complicated
Municipal Utility District (MUD) in the
1970’s.

Almost four decades ago, landowner Ben
Carpenter envisioned a premier development
graced with granite curbs and an Area
Personal Transit (APT) more commonly
known as a “People Mover”. His vision of
Las Colinas included planned parks, canals,
shopping, residential neighborhoods and
business centers. At the time, the site that
would become Las Colinas was a flood plain
for the Elm Fork of the Trinity River; the land
was swampy and guarded by thorny
mesquite trees. Carpenter knew Irving
couldn’t pay for his vision, so he asked the
city if he could form a special reclamation
district. Irving city officials agreed and in
1983, through state legislation, the original
MUD #1 became the Dallas County Utility
and Reclamation District. Property owners
in the district formed the board representing
this new special district. The district then
sold bonds and levied taxes initially to do
three things. First was to reclaim the swampy
1000 acres around Lake Caroline that became

the Las Colinas Urban Center, second was to
maintain the reclaimed land, and the third
purpose was to develop the land.

Today, a graceful, almost invisible levee
separates and protects the Urban Center from
the Elm Fork.

“Reclaiming this land proved to be the
largest earth-moving operation in the United
States,” Sharon Barbosa, former city
councilwoman, said.

A gravity gate and pump regulate water
levels between the river and Lake Caroline.
DCURD is responsible for the 56 waterways
that carry 45-48 percent of the rainwater that
flows through the City of Irving. The district
is responsible for dredging the waterways,
maintaining water levels, and protecting
properties by preventing shoreline and
riverbank erosion.

With all these responsibilities, DCURD
has a fairly steady annual budget of $13
million. The District has sources of income,
but in some cases the funds are earmarked
for specific projects. By far, the largest source
of income is the tax DCURD levies on
properties, improvements and business
personal property within DCURD.

For companies paying the full tax rate,
the current tax rate is $2.3222 per $100
valuation of their property. Abated
companies pay $00.75 per $100 valuation. In
2004, these taxes yielded $1.15 billion. Tax
monies are spent in a variety of ways
including the purchase of raw water,
dredging, the Area Personal Transit,
infrastructure construction and flood control.
About 90 percent of this revenue is spent in
debt maintenance. From a tax rate point of
view, operation and maintenance costs are
less than11 percent of the taxes collected.

Mr. Knox explained that DCURD has
enterprise projects that produce revenue. The
district has been able to support taxpaying
constituents by offering lower electricity
rates. A Public Utilities Commission permit
allows DCURD to be an aggregator of
electricity, thereby offering district
constituents maximum benefit from
deregulation. Basically, DCURD buys
electricity and sells it less expensively to
participating facilities within the district.
DCURD has saved participating facilities
$675,140.00 over the last three years.

Another DCURD enterprise is the
district’s water reclamation project. Through
the water reclamation project, the district
collects and buys raw water, treats it, and
sells the treated effluent for landscape
irrigation to companies within the district.
The infrastructure for the raw water treatment
system includes 23 miles of pipeline and 15

1980’s and early 1990’s stopped the progress
of developing more land, but it did not stop
debt. Another challenge to paying off the
DCURD debt is the number of arranged
abatement deals that allow property owners
to circumvent DCURD taxes.

The Area Personal Transit (APT)
development accounts for about $45 million
of the debt. Further development of the APT
has stalled because of the lack of interest by
new companies to move into DCURD. It
currently operates in a limited fashion
ferrying passengers to and from two DART
stations. To date, the APT has carried over a
million passengers. In the future, plans to
connect the existing travel hubs with DART’s
Light Rail system and a Burlington Northern
passenger route between north and south
Irving will make more use of the APT.

The City of Irving charges a Municipal
Drainage Fee to all residents to pay for
drainage and water management systems.
DCURD receives about $370,000 of this fee
annually, to be used for dredging the canals
and ponds in the district. This fee is
distributed to DCURD and other similar
entities because their activities benefit the
entire city. Dredging is necessary for the
water to move, and sometimes, “up to 12 feet
of dredged soil is removed. It is mostly top
soil washed off surrounding yards, so it is
used in landscaping projects,” Knox said.

According to 1998 projections, the
District’s operation and maintenance
expenses have been under budget for the
last five years. The expenses of managing
the debt have also been less than projected.
The property valuation in 1998 became the
base valuation against which all future
valuation increases are compared.

Finally, the city has supported DCURD
with Tax Increment Finance District (TIF) that
encompasses much of DCURD. The
incremental increase in valuation each year
is earmarked for the TIF fund. These funds
are to be used only for items approved of
through the governing TIF plan such as
maintenance and road building.

“The conflict comes when tax-burdened
property owners demand that their valuations
be lowered because the taxes become
unreasonable. DCURD then suffers reduced
TIF funding,” said Knox.

“This situation is like a boat with a big
hole in the bottom and few smaller holes
around the edge,” Jim Widener, DCURD’s vice
president, said. “Various funds allow for the
repair of the smaller holes, but the real
problem, the big hole, is still not fixed.”

Next week’s installment will consider the
value of DCURD and Las Colinas to Irving.

Reclamation District challenges Irving’s leadership

pump stations.  More than 825
million gallons of water are
required for the district to maintain
water surface area in the lakes and
ponds, and to supply the
participating facilities with
irrigation water.

In addition to the water
reclamation project, leased
properties also supply revenue.
Gross revenues for the enterprise
fund are $1.6 million. Net profits
are approximately $272,000. Any
unused portions are carried over
to the next year. The enterprise
fund supports DCURD by
absorbing approximately $0.5
million worth of administrative
overhead that reduces the tax rate
requirement.

Most of DCURD’s debt stems
from the bonds that have been
issued. Over time, the bonds have
been refinanced for lower interest
rates, but the debt does not
diminish quickly. The people who
originated DCURD believed that
land sales and development would
pay off the bonds. However, the
real estate collapse in the late
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SCHOOL BRIEFS

Irving residents who want to learn about
home ownership and housing rehabilitation
opportunities are invited to attend a Housing
Fair from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. on March 19. The
free event will be held at Lively Pointe, 909
N. O’Connor Road.

Hosted by the city’s Housing and
Human Services Department, activities will
include presentations from local housing
improvement companies, non-profit housing
development organizations, mortgage
lenders, realtors, representatives from the
Fort Worth field office of the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development, other
city departments, neighborhood associations
interested in local housing issues, drawings,
and food and drinks.

Concluding the Housing Fair at 11 a.m.,
the city will hold a public hearing on the FY
2005-06 Action Plan for use of federal HUD
funds under the Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG), HOME Investment
Partnership Program and the Emergency
Shelter Grant Program. The purpose of the
public hearing is to receive resident input
regarding the development of the Action Plan
and the use of these funds.

For more information about the
upcoming housing fair and other services
offered by the Housing and Human Services
Department, call (972) 721-4800.

City of IrCity of IrCity of IrCity of IrCity of Irvingvingvingvingving
to host freeto host freeto host freeto host freeto host free
housing fairhousing fairhousing fairhousing fairhousing fair

Spring Break Schedule
Irving ISD schools and offices will be

closed for Spring Break, March 14 through
18. The IISD Tax Office, however, will be open
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through
Wednesday of that week, and closed
Thursday and Friday.

Nimitz AD Finishes Sixth
The Nimitz High School Academic

Decathlon Team finished sixth in the state
last month, capping off another successful
season, but falling short of retaining their
state title from last year. Nimitz scored 43,393
points at the state meet in Corpus Christi,
just 189 behind fifth place, but 3,390 points
behind first-placed Keller.

Individually, team members won several
medals. Senior Brad Winton was the meet’s
second place B student, which earned him a
$2,500 college scholarship. Winton also won
six individual medals. Aaron Vero won five
medals and was the meet’s seventh-place C
student. Paige Campbell and Katie
Stiggleman each won two medals. Stiggleman
also posted a perfect score in the Super Quiz
Relay.

Two DI Teams Headed to State
Two of the eight IISD teams that

competed in the regional DestiNation
ImagiNation tournament this weekend
advanced to state. Seven students from
Irving High School and seven from Crockett
Middle School will take their problem-solving
skills to Texas Tech April 8-9. Those teams
took first place at the regional meet held at
Colleyville Heritage High School March 5-6.
In all, eight teams from four IISD schools
competed at regionals.

DestiNation ImagiNation is a creative
problem-solving competition in which
students spend six months solving a long-
term challenge that they present at
competition, and 10 minutes solving an
impromptu challenge given to them at the
meet. The district facilitators for the program
are Deborah George and Carol Schober. Irving
High coaches are Bill Dawson, Lori Bellows

and Becky Whitfield. The Crockett facilitator
is Ashley Dolecki and the coach for the state-
bound team is Cara Stephens.

Nimitz Seeks AYP Restitution
In response to its federal ratings for

Adequate Yearly Progress, Nimitz High
School has undertaken a sweeping program
of instruction, accountability and community
outreach designed to restore its firm footing
with No Child Left Behind standards. Backed
by $390,000 in new federal funds earmarked
for AYP-troubled schools, and the passion
of a determined faculty, Nimitz Principal Sam
Bean has launched a campaign to meet the
AYP challenge head-on and ensure that
shortfalls do not happen again.

“This is the time for our students, staff
and community to show their mettle,” Bean
said. “We’re going to face this challenge and
rise above it. And we’re going to produce a
proud, well-educated class of students as a
result.”

The challenge facing the school is its
recently-released, two-strike status with the
federal No Child Left Behind Act of 2001.
The act gives pass-or-fail ratings to every
U.S. school based on its students’
performance on state standardized tests. The
rating comes from a school’s overall score
on the test, its percentage of students taking
the test, and the passing and participation
rates of several of its ethnic and social
subgroups of students. Every category of
student must reach certain levels of passing
and participation on the test for the school
to receive a passing grade from NCLB, a
standard that is called AYP – Adequate
Yearly Progress. Nimitz has failed to meet the
AYP standard for two years in a row – in
2003 because of student absentees among
Anglo sophomores on one of the testing
days, and in 2004 because of the performance

The following individuals have filed to run for Mayor, and City Council Places 3 and 5 in the
May 7, 2005 general election. Write-in candidates can still declare their intention to run until
the deadline, 5 p.m. on March 14.

Candidates declared for general electionCandidates declared for general electionCandidates declared for general electionCandidates declared for general electionCandidates declared for general election

Trustee Place 1
Michael Hill

Trustee Place 1
James Goode

Mayoral Candidates
Joe Putnam – incumbent
Herbert A. Gears
Marvin Randle
Thomas D. Spink
Owen DeWitt
Terry Waldrum
Melvin L. Pullen

City Council Place 3
Allan E. Meagher – incumbent
Jason Watkins

City Council Place 5
Roland Medina
Lowell Cannaday
David Cole

The following individuals have filed to run for Carrollton-Farmers Branch ISD School Board
Trustee Places 1 and 2 in the May 7, 2005 election.

Trustee Place 2
Silvio Canto
Nancy Cline
Peggy Healey
Rachel Lewis

The following individuals have filed to run for Irving ISD School Board Trustee Places 1 and
2 in the May 7, 2005 election

Trustee Place 2
Barbara Cardwell
Lucia Rottenberg

City Council Place 3 candidates, David Cole, Roland Medina and Lowell Cannaday, are
prepared for the 2005 election season.
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The issues that I will be voting on that affect me personally are
the same issues that affect you and your families:

• Maintaining an open door at City Hall for all of the residents of our city.
• Developing community partnerships to protect and revitalize our

neighborhoods.
• Ensuring financially sound budgets to secure our investments in our homes

and businesses.
• Encouraging economic development to create new job opportunities and

enhance our tax base.
• Supporting Police and Fire initiatives to keep our families safe.

May 7th is an important election for our city. I would appreciate your vote.

Pol. Adv. Lowell Cannaday Campaign for City Council Place 5, Moose Stovall Treasurer
P.O. Box 143503 Irving, TX  75014-3503

I have served as your Chief
of Police for the past 10
years.  My dedication to
community service has
stretched over 38 years of
experience in managing
municipal government and
community affairs. I have
a Bachelors degree from
Baylor University and over
2500 hours of
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l
m a n a g e m e n t ,
administrative operations

It is an honor to announce my candidacy
for the Irving City Council Place 5.

and labor relations studies. I
hold certifications in
Mediation, Advanced Family
Mediation, Transformative
Mediation, EEOC and
Arbitration, and I am a
member of the State Bar of
Texas Alternative Dispute
Resolution Section. My
experience and reputation
for integrity and leadership
would serve me well as a
member of the Irving City
Council.

As a former city employee, I would not be in the position of voting on health
insurance and salary benefit issues that would personally affect me. I am not a
member of the City of Irving health insurance program and my pension benefit
was set by the Texas Municipal Retirement System the day I retired. My pension
is not influenced by changes in the salary structure of the employees of the City
of Irving.

Theft from a Person: 3-04-05  8 p.m. An adult
male complainant said he was approached by an
adult male suspect, wearing what he thought to be a
police or security guard uniform. He said the suspect
asked him for his identification, then for his wallet.
The suspect then handcuffed the complainant and
asked him to sit down. The suspect said he would be
right back and walked away, but did not return. The
complainant said he had about $300.00 cash in his
wallet. The complainant went to the apartment
office, still wearing the handcuffs, and IPD was
called.

Burglary in Progress/Arrest: 3-06-05  8:15 a.m.
Officers responded to a 911 hang-up call at
Fleetwood Mobile Homes, 1830 N. Beltline.
Officers found an open door on the east side of the
office. Officers also found an adult male suspect
standing behind one of the mobile homes. He had
burglarized the mobile home office, and one of the
things he removed was a cordless phone. When he
removed it from its holder/charger, the battery ran
down and automatically called 911. Officers used a
set of master keys that the suspect had also taken
from the office to search the mobile homes on the
lot. Officers also arrested another adult male found
sleeping in one of the homes for trespassing.
 
Fire: 3-07-05  1:27 a.m. A fire was reported at the
Pioneer House Apartments, 2856 W. Grauwyler.
Officers arrived before IFD and forced open several
doors, so all residents got out safely. Eight
apartments were damaged, two by fire and the others
by smoke and water. All of the families affected
were relocated. Grauwyler Rd. was closed for about
two and one half hours. The IFD Investigator stated
he believed it was an electrical fire.

Arson: 3-07-05  8:15 a.m. Officers were dispatched
to a car fire in the 2800 block N. MacArthur. IFD
was on the scene and had extinguished the
fire. Witnesses had seen a female suspect standing

EFJohnson relocated to Irving from Waseca
MN in 2004.  EFJ Incorporated
(NASDAQ:EFJI), the parent company,
announced its relocation from Washington
D.C. to Irving effective March 1. EFJ stated
that they picked Irving because the area has
a pro-business climate, a good supply of
software engineers, good airline service
through DFW International Airport and a
good local economy. Mike Jalbert, CEO of
EFJ, was our guest speaker at the i-City Tech
Council luncheon on Feb. 8.

After discussions with Irving’s economic
development team, American Home Mortgage
Investment (NYSE:AHM) is relocating part
of its operation to Irving from the Baltimore
area and will occupy 40,000 sq. ft. at 4600
Regent. The company will create 125 jobs
initially, with only six current employees
expected to transfer, and plans to grow the
Irving center to 325 jobs by 2009.

Councilpersons Stopfer and Van Duyne and
Chamber President/CEO Chris Wallace led a
delegation of civic and business leaders to
Austin on March 1 that met with Irving’s
legislators to reinforce the City and Chamber’s
legislative priorities. Proclamations were
issued by both the House and Senate
declaring March 1 as Irving Day at the
Capitol. The delegation also received a
briefing from Jeff Moseley, Executive Director

Chamber of Commerce
Economic Development Update

of Texas’ Economic Development within the
Governor’s office.

Representative Linda Harper-Brown has
requested input from Irving businesses
about proposed legislation to fund public
education. Generally, the bill proposes:  (1) a
1.1% tax on wages up to $80,000 per
employee, (2) increasing state sales tax from
6.25% to 7.2%, (3) eliminating franchise taxes
paid by one of six businesses, and (4) cutting
the maximum school property tax by a third
to $1 per $100 valuation. Please e-mail your
response to: erin.sanders@house.state.tx.us.
Your immediate response is requested.

Dr. Carlton Turner, CEO of Carrington
Laboratories (NASDAQ:CARN), has agreed
to serve as the Chamber’s Vice Chairman for
Economic Development beginning April
2005. Chris Wallace, the Chamber’s President/
CEO, stated that Dr. Turner’s extensive
background and experience in business and
government will make him a tremendous
resource in Irving’s efforts to recruit and
retain key businesses.

Café Cipriani, 220 E. Las Colinas Blvd, has
received the prestigious ‘Excellent’ rating
from Zagat Survey for 2005 as one of
America’s Top Italian Restaurants. Cipriani’s
was noted for its gracious service, good food
and reasonable prices.

POLICE BRIEFS
by the right passenger door with a small fire burning
underneath the passenger door. They saw the suspect
throw a blanket onto the fire which caused the
flames to increase and the vehicle to ignite. The
suspect fled the location and was found hiding
behind a dumpster in the area. Her clothing smelled
of smoke, and she stated the vehicle belonged to
her. The suspect was arrested for investigation of
arson. 
 
Pursuit: 3-07-05  10:12 p.m. An officer stopped
a vehicle at Esters and Portland. The passenger of
the vehicle fled on foot. Officer Smith received
information from the other passengers that the
suspect had another vehicle at the carwash at Esters
and Northgate. Officer Graves arrived at that
location and found the suspect in the vehicle leaving
the location. The suspect fled in the vehicle through
several apartment complexes and escaped on foot
in the 3900 block of N. Belt Line. Officer Smith
identified the suspect by questioning the driver in
the original traffic stop. He obtained a phone
number and made contact with the suspect. The
suspect agreed to surrender and was taken into
custody on active warrants and evading. The driver
of the other vehicle was charged with DWLI. There
were no injuries or damage to any property.

Accidental Shooting: 3-09-05  2:45
p.m. Complainant walked into Baylor Irving
Emergency Room suffering from a gunshot wound
to the forehead. Complainant stated he was at a
friend’s house “playing Russian Roulette”. He
looked down the barrel of his .22 caliber revolver
and saw there was no bullet beneath the hammer,
but there was one on the side. He assumed it was
safe, pointed the gun at his forehead and pulled the
trigger. The bullet lodged in his skull. The
complainant was taken to the hospital by his
girlfriend who witnessed the incident He was
subsequently transferred to Parkland. The injury is
not life threatening. 

SCHOOL BRIEFS
of its tenth-grade Limited English Proficient
(LEP) population. The two strikes put Nimitz
on a sort-of “NCLB watch list” as well as on
a list to receive targeted federal funds to
improve its performance. Bean and his faculty
have plans for the money.
Teaching

Regardless of their performance on the
TAKS, students who fail any portion of a
core curriculum class will find themselves
retaking that part of the course sooner than
they might expect this year. If a student is
failing after the first semester, he or she will
be pulled from the class and re-take the first

semester in a specialized setting, then take
the second semester in a free summer school
session. There will also be night school and
other recapture programs to keep students
from falling behind.
Partnering

Of course, the extra teaching means extra
work for Nimitz staff. Much of the federal
money will go to paying teachers for extra
work, and to staff development to develop
campus-level improvement initiatives and
instructional strategies for Limited English
Proficient students.

Bean insists that his teachers will not
bear the burden alone. He has already begun
a tour of South Irving apartment complexes,
churches and community organizations,
soliciting help from neighbors and
involvement from parents. Fifty-three parents
attended a Latino Speakers Forum at the
school in January.
Scoring

The margin by which Nimitz has missed
AYP standards has been razor-thin both
years. In 2003, TAKS participation was short
of the mark by four students. In 2004, the

school would have met the standard if six
more LEP students had passed the TAKS.

“Whether we missed it by one student
or 100 students doesn’t matter,” Bean said.
“The other side of that coin is that our goal
is not to squeak by next year with just
enough students taking and passing the test.
We want to equip every single student with
the best education possible. The test is not
the goal, but only a measure of our progress
toward the goal. But it’s one that we take
seriously. And it’s giving us plenty of
motivation to improve.”



425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

IN GOD WE TRUST

Metro (817) 498-7079
And our new location at

310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX

Metro (817) 477-3383

Visit Our Other Locations at
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Serving Irving For Over 35 Years

For Take Out Call
SPECIALS

EVERY
DAY!

“Where   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”

Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking
All You Can Eat Food

Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

Parish members and Holy Family of
Nazareth School (HFNS) supporters recently
gathered to participate in Casino Magic,
Holy Family’s 11th annual casino night.

The evening began with a Mexican
dinner in the school’s cafeteria. After dinner,
guests could try their luck at casino style
blackjack, roulette and craps. Two live
auctions and a silent auction consisting of
over 300 items offered bidders a unique way
to shop while supporting the school.

“Casino Night is one of our major
fundraisers for the school,” Dennis Poyant,
the school’s principal, said. “It is an
opportunity for the parents of the parish to
get together, socialize, have a good time and
raise money for our school. Our school has
about 260 students, and tuition doesn’t
always cover all of our expenses. The school
educates kids pre-kindergarten through
eighth grade; we have small classroom sizes
and a relatively affordable tuition. This is an

opportunity for us to raise some funds, have
some fun and improve some of our
educational programs. It’s a fun evening for
a good cause.”

“Tonight is also the kickoff for our
annual car raffle. This year’s car is a 2005
Mustang GT. It’s a beautiful black car with
red interior. Raffle tickets are $5.00 a ticket,
three for $10.00. The car will be raffled off at
our fall festival in September. Funds raised
by the fall festival go to the parish’s general
fund and are used to help subsidize the
school, because the parish subsidizes the
school significantly,” Mr. Poyant said.

During the first live auction, a group of
10 families joined together and purchased
the name of the North Drive, which runs in
front of the school’s primary building. For
the next year, the drive will be know as Jerry
Jeter Drive in memory of a parish member
and HFNS parent who died a few weeks after
attending last year’s casino night.

Holy rollers support school

     The Great American Cleanup is the
nations largest community improvement
project. During the GAC, hundreds of local
Keep America Affiliates such as Keep Irving
Beautiful, (KIB) will host various projects

geared toward improving their communities.
The GAC begins March  1 and continues
through May 3.

KIB projects will focus on community
beautification, litter and debris reclamation,
recycling, graffiti abatement and highlighting
tree, shrub and flower plantings. In an effort
to encourage community members to
participate in GAC, KIB will also conduct
community attitude surveys, provide
community education and host litter free

Keep Irving Beautiful (KIB) officially
kicked off their participation in the Great
American Cleanup (GAC) by receiving a
proclamation during the City Council meeting
on March 3.

events. The city’s programs  will reach out to
and partner with neighborhoods, churches,
local government, schools, businesses and
non-profits.

     The Great American Cleanup will
provide Irving residents with an opportunity
to become involved with many community
improvement projects over the three- month
period. Residents are encouraged to
volunteer for the KIB programs by going to
www.keepirvingbeautiful.org.

Keep Irving Beautiful invites community members to join the Great American Cleanup

Reading a City Council proclamation, Mayor Joe Putman initiates Keep Irving Beautiful
into this year’s Great American Cleanup.

It is never wise to play cards with someone better connected than you are; as Robert
Reyna learned when Monsignor Jerry Deusman hit 21.
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Jess Paniszczyn
I have never been to New Orleans, and I

have only been to Louisiana once in my life.
One thing my friends taught me while I was
in Louisiana is that Creole is an excuse for
bad cooking. So I was more than a little
skeptical when I was asked to review
Crescent City Beignets, which promotes
‘Real New Orleans Food’. I am letting all you
traditional, hard-line, Cajon lovers know
upfront that I wouldn’t know real, authentic
Creole or Cajon food if it ran me over driving
a DART bus.

I was pleasantly surprised by Crescent
City. First and foremost the staff was friendly,
courteous and really seemed to know what
they were doing as they worked quickly.

We started off with the Fat Tuesday
Sampler, which includes fried catfish, shrimp,
crawfish andouille sausage and chicken
tenders heaped on a mound of French fries.
The fried catfish had a crisp outer crust and
a good, firm, flaky texture. Coated in a light,
peppery batter, the fried shrimp and crawfish
were plump and juicy. The andouille sausage

Superior food, good
staff make Crescent
City Beignets an
enjoyable experience

was a high-quality beef sausage with little
fat and a sweet flavor. Placed along side with
a superior selection of seafood and sausage,
the chicken tenders and French fries seemed
rather unremarkable.

Next, we headed straight for the Creole
dishes. First to be tried was the shrimp
Creole. Now, I have had shrimp Creole before,
but it never tasted like this. The shrimp Creole
had a beautiful, dark red color and a smooth,
mild shrimp flavor. It was so good, it instantly
destroyed any prejudice I held against
Creole.

Dish after dish, the Creole selection was
simply outstanding. The Shrimp and crawfish
gumbo sported a rich brown broth and plenty
of meat. The dark brown rue (see I’m learning)
of crawfish etouffee heralded its smooth,
distinctive flavor. Red beans with andouille
sausage had a spicy, smoky flavor and
contained plenty of onion.

Saving the best for last, we tried beignets
for dessert. A beignet is a deep-fried bread
covered in confectioners sugar or cinnamon
and sugar. The beignets are made to order so
they come to the table hot and took about
five minutes for the cook to prepare. Beignets
are less sweet than donuts and would be a
great alternative with coffee in the morning.

Most of the menu items ranged between
$4.95 and $7.95 with the larger platters costing
between $8.95 and $13.95.

Whether you’re a Cajon fan or, like me,
you lack formal training in the New Orleans
culinary arts, Crescent City Beignets is a fast,
casual dining experience not to be missed.
Crescent City is located at 8150 N. MacArthur
Blvd, Suite 140 in Irving.

Dining Out - Dining Out - Dining Out - Dining Out - Dining Out - A Restraunt ReviewA Restraunt ReviewA Restraunt ReviewA Restraunt ReviewA Restraunt Review

Sin Fronteras
A Restaurant with No Borders

Catering Special Events

137 S. Main St. Irving, TX 75061
Tues. - Thurs. 10:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Fri. - Sat. 10:30 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Sun. 10:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

972-253-3818

Peruvian Salvadoran Mexican

Specializing in cuisines from the Southern Hemisphere
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Jess Paniszczyn
Crystal’s Pizza & Spaghetti is an old-

fashioned pizza parlor that emphasizes fun
as well as food.

The restaurant’s best bargain is the
Big…Buffet, which costs only $4.99 for adults
and $2.99 for children under 10-years old.
The all-you-can-eat buffet features a large
salad bar containing 30 items including the
usual fare of salad, vegetables and dressings
along with a few fresh fruits and pudding.
After serving themselves salad, diners can
choose from among an array of pizzas, pastas,
sauce, bread sticks and pizza bread baked
with sugar and cinnamon.

All of the salad items were fresh and well
stocked. There was a nice selection of pizza
varieties including chicken, cheese,
pepperoni and Canadian bacon with
pineapple to name a few. The pizzas had a
medium thickness crust, mild sauce and lots
of cheese covered with a scattering of
toppings. They were all served hot and
seemed to be freshly made.

If you are not in the mood for a buffet,
small 10” pizzas to large 14” pizzas can be
ordered separately. Several individual menu
items are also available. Lasagna or an Italian
sub both served with a salad bar are $4.99;
chicken tenders with fries is $4.99 for an adult
portion and $2.99 for a child’s portion.

The lasagna was served with two large,
piping hot bread sticks. The meat and cheese
lasagna covered in a mild sauce filled the
plate.

When you walk into Crystal’s main
dining/serving area you can’t help but notice
how big it is. The next thing you notice is a
large arcade perfect for keeping the kids
entertained, no matter what age the kids may
be.

To the right of the arcade is a dining
area devoted to cartoons. I have it on good
authority that a person could watch the
cartoons for eight hours a day for seven days
and not see the same cartoon twice. However,
I did not personally verify this assertion.

Overlooking the arcade is a T.V. dining
area that allows parents to eat and/or watch
television while keeping an eye on the kids
below. This area seats 30, and I thought it
would be a good place for a team to gather
after a game.

Before you despair of having a quiet meal
with any adult conversation, let me tell you
about the library. The library dining area is
features a fireplace and is filled with books,
antiques and leather dining chairs. It is
insulated enough from the arcade and noisier
areas to allow private dinner conversation in
a setting appealing to adults.

The main dining area is very open and
allows diners to see what is happening
throughout most of the restaurant. One
unique feature of the main area is a large
aquarium that doubles as a table with two
leather couches set beside it. A grand piano
and corner fireplace are also found in the
main area.

Crystal’s Pizza & Spaghetti is a
great place for kids and parents

A separate dining area filled with
paintings and sporting a third fireplace can
be closed off for meetings or private
gatherings.

Dining Out - Dining Out - Dining Out - Dining Out - Dining Out - A Restraunt ReviewA Restraunt ReviewA Restraunt ReviewA Restraunt ReviewA Restraunt Review

Located at 930 W. Airport Freeway in
Irving, Crystal’s is a great family oriented
restaurant that offers lots of good food at a
good price. The restaurant is designed to
keep youngsters entertained, but never
forgets that their parents are adults.

Dell Computer
Now $14999

COMPLETE SYSTEM
1 YR WARRANTY

Lay-A-Way Available

Lap Tops $24999

2105 N. O’Connor
Irving, TX

In Business 9 Years

COMPUTER SURPLUS
972-438-2767

Open: Mon-Sat 10 am-8 pm
Sun 12 pm-6 pm
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BURGER ISLAND
2500  N. Story Rd., Irving TX 75062

Fresh made Hamburgers , Sandwiches, Salads

DINNER SPECIAL-FREE BURGER
BUY ONE REG BURGER, TWO DRINKS &

ONE FRY - RECEIVE ONE BURGER OF
EQUAL OR LESSOR VALUE FREE

Carry out & dine in only - not valid with other offers
- not valid with delivery - one coupon per visit

Offer expires April 28, 2005

DINNER SPECIAL-FREE Lg. DRINK

WITH BURGER & FRIES PURCHASE

Carry out & dine in only - not valid with other offers
- not valid with delivery - one coupon per visit

Offer expires April 28, 2005

972-255-0154 OR 214-226-3015 fax 972-255-4363
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Dixie

Breed
DSH
S e x

Female
Weight

about 7 lbs.
Age

about 1 years
Color
Tabby

Reason for
Surrender

Found as a stray.

Comments: Dixie is
very sweet and
affectionate.

Blackie

Breed
Shepherd Mix

S e x
Female
Weight

about 40 lbs.
Age

1 year
Color

Black & Tan
Reason for
Surrender

Owners are moving

Comments: My family
had to move to South
America – my passport
only got me as far as
the DFW Humane
Society. Let me be your
new best friend!

The DFW Humane Society, 1611 West Irving Blvd, Irving, TX 75061
972-253-3333

Animals PresentlyResiding At
The DFW Humane Society

Humane Society Kicks OffHumane Society Kicks OffHumane Society Kicks OffHumane Society Kicks OffHumane Society Kicks Off
Campaign for Corky’Campaign for Corky’Campaign for Corky’Campaign for Corky’Campaign for Corky’s Cottages Cottages Cottages Cottages Cottage

On March 9, the DFW/Humane Society
of Irving officially kicked off its $1 million
Founders’ Campaign for a new animal shelter,
with eight members of its Founders’ Circle
committing a total of $40,000 to the project.
Named in memory of one of the member’s
pets, Corky’s Cottage is slated to be a 10,000
square foot facility - with acreage to grow -
featuring 36 dog runs, a large dog area, a
small dog/puppy area, three cat rooms with a
screened-in porch and an isolation room for
animals that are being treated for medical
conditions.

The new facility, which will be located
on Irving Boulevard just east of Pioneer
Road, will replace the existing shelter that is
currently sited in a small house that was
purchased in 1974.  “We simply have run out
of room,” says Sarah Kammerer, the shelter
manager.  “This space was never designed
to house animals, let alone the volume that
we currently have,” she adds.  The new
shelter will accommodate up to 200 pets -
more than double the current capacity - and
be designed specifically for the optimal needs
of the staff and animals.

Thanks to a generous grant from The
Stemmons Foundation, all gifts to Corky’s

Cottage will be matched, up to $100,000 per
year for five years.  Jennings Smith, chairman
of the capital campaign steering committee,
hopes that this will encourage community
members to support Corky’s Cottage.  “We
want to bring in another 92 Founders’ Circle
members this year at $5,000 each - for a total
of $500,000 - thereby leveraging the matching
grant dollars,” says Smith.  The all-volunteer
committee will then seek broader community
support and donations from Dallas-area
corporations and foundations.

“There is no better cause than providing
homeless and unwanted pets a second
chance at a happy life,” says Kammerer.  “We
don’t want to turn away any more pets
because of lack of space; we don’t want to
risk them ending up at another shelter.”  The
DFW/Humane Society is one of only a few
shelters that has a strict “no-kill” policy. “Our
hope is to create a safe, nurturing haven for
these special animals until we find them their
perfect homes.  Every animal deserves that.”

For more information on Corky’s Cottage
and becoming a Founders’ Circle member or
signing on as a volunteer, please call (972)
253-3333.
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By Bill Hooten
Q. Bill, I need to save more for retirement,
but I can’t set aside enough savings. After
necessities such as food, clothing and
housing, there can be little left to put aside.
What advice do you give your customers?

A. Unfortunately, failing to save could mean
the difference between enjoying a
comfortable retirement and giving up some
basic needs. Often it is a matter of making
the decision to begin saving now in order to
buy a new home or car later. The goals you
set are important to you. Making changes to
prepare for those goals can make a difference.
For that reason, State Farm® has taken a look
at various ways to get a person’s savings
plan on track. We’ve come up with seven
strategies that you can use today:

Don’t splurge with your tax refund.
Nearly 40 million Americans receive a refund
each year, averaging around $2,400. Instead
of spending your refund, use it wisely by
paying down debt, funding an individual
retirement account, or saving it for future
financial goals.

Take full advantage of your employer’s
retirement contributions. Your employer may
match a percentage of the contributions you
make to your retirement savings plan. It’s a
good idea to do what it takes to get the
matching limit. It’s free money that can really
help your bottom line during retirement.

Start small and stay steady. The first
word is the most important – START! You
should begin as early as possible to get the
most out of your savings plan. Thanks to
the power of compounding, investing
another $50 a month in a tax-sheltered plan
for 30 years will add nearly $75,000 to your
account assuming an 8 percent average
annual return.

Pay yourself first. Think of your savings
or investments as a bill you must pay on a

regular basis, much the same as a car or
mortgage payment. Be disciplined and make
the payments according to a set schedule.
For better results, establish an automatic
monthly deduction from your paycheck or
checking account to fund an investment or
savings account.

Create separate pots of savings for
upcoming life stages. Retirement may be an
important goal for which to begin saving,
but other goals or events need as much or
more preparation. Don’t short-change other
goals while concentrating on one thing.
Whether it’s a home, car or child’s education,
it is important to give appropriate attention
to each.

If you have children, find the right
education plan. You have a number of
choices when it comes to saving for a child’s
education. Finding the one that makes sense
for your situation takes planning and
information. This takes us to the seventh and,
quite possibly, the most important point.

Work with someone you know and trust.
Everyone’s needs and goals are unique. Just
as you go through many changes during your
lifetime, your financial goals may change. You
should work with a professional who not only
knows about various plans and strategies,
but knows you and will stay with you
through the long haul. Most people feel the
best guidance they receive comes from a
financial professional they know and trust.
In the end, it all boils down to making a plan,
getting started and staying the course. When
you make the decision to finally start, contact
a financial professional who knows you and
understands your needs.

Bill Hooten is a 30-year Select Agent with
State Farm Insurance and Financial
Services. His office is at 7600 N. MacArthur
Blvd., Suite 130, Irving, 75063. His email is
accessible at www.BillHooten.com.
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The MacArthur High School After-Prom
Committee hosted its annual Spring Craft Fair
in the high school cafeteria on March 5. A
silent auction was also held while
approximately 55 vendors, crafters and artists
a variety of crafts, home remedies and foods
during the fair.

For the last eight years, MacArthur High
School senior parents have worked to
provide seniors with a safe place to celebrate
after the Senior Prom. The After-Prom party
is an alternative to student-organized parties,
which are often unchaperoned parties where
drugs and alcohol may be present. All of the

money raised through the craft fair will go to
help fund the After-Prom event.

“The After-Prom is an event designed
to keep kids off of the streets after they attend
the prom” Phil Sims, a parent volunteer, said.
“We give away prizes like computers, stereos
and televisions to encourage kids to come.
The After-Prom provides kids an alcohol and
drug free environment. Once the kids check
into the event they must stay there; we try to
keep them all night. The event is very well
chaperoned and very well attended. This
year’s After-Prom will be held at Speed Zone
in Dallas.”

Spring Craft Fair helps fund
MacArthur’s After-Prom



Brynne Sissom
Catherine Schulze, who married into one

of Irving’s founding families, died a week ago
last Thursday, at the age of 90. Mrs. Schulze
is remembered by her friends as a graceful,
honest lady, eager to share the history of
Irving with anyone who was interested and
especially with young people.

Born in Dallas on Jan. 8, 1936, Mrs.
Schulze attended Ursuline Academy in
Dallas, Ursuline College in New Orleans and
later graduated from Loyola University in
New Orleans. In 1936, she married Charles P.
Schulze, the nephew of J. O. Schulze, one of
Irving’s founders. After several moves, they
settled in Irving when Charles joined his father
at Irving Lumber Company.

Fran Bonilla, who worked with Mrs.
Schulze’s husband, enjoyed Catherine’s
friendship.

“Catherine made people feel important
by saying the right thing at the right time,”
Ms. Bonilla said. “I think her family instilled
it in her. They were a Southern family.”

Mary Katherine Clyatt, a founding
member of the Irving Women’s Club, played
bridge with Mrs. Schulze for over fifty years.

“Catherine was the ‘hostess with the
most-ess’. She loved everything Victorian,
and did everything in a grand manor,” Ms.
Clyatt said. “Even before we founded the
Club and the Heritage work, we were doing
philanthropic events together. She was an
organizer and our first president. She did a
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We Provide The Personal Touch
David & Carla Davis, Owners & Licenced Funeral Directors

972-259-7644129 S. O’Connor
Irving, TX 75060

Irving’s oldest funeral home

OBITUARIES

MARY SHIVERS
Mary Shivers, age 81, a resident of Irving,

Texas, died March 2, 2005 at an Irving hospital.
Born September 21, 1923 in Talihina,

Oklahoma, she was a proud homemaker and
grandma. Preceded in death by her husband, J. C.
Shivers and a son, Lewis Canada. Survivors include
her daughter, Janie Foster and husband Sterling of
Irving; son, Arthur Bailey of Hillsboro; twelve
grandchildren and twenty-seven great grandchildren.

The family received friends 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.,
Sunday at the funeral home. Service was 11:00 a.m.,

RUBY LEE SHIPP
Ruby Lee Shipp,

age 79, a resident of
Irving, Texas for fifty-
six years, died March 2,
2005 at her home.

Born June 5, 1925
in Bennington,
Oklahoma, she retired
from the Parks and
Recreation Department
of the City of Irving
after fifteen years. She
was a member at Faith

Temple Baptist Church in Irving.
Survivors include her three children, Randall

and wife Carrie Shipp of Granbury, Larry and wife
Susan Shipp of Carrollton and Carolyn Heitmann
of Grand Prairie; seven grandchildren, Sonia
Heitmann, Scott Shipp, Michael Heitmann, Corey
Shipp, Lisa Howe, Dusti Shipp and Alan Shipp; four
great grandchildren, Bailey and Logan Heitmann,
Daniel and David Howe.

The family received friends 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.,
Friday at the funeral home. Service was 2:00 p.m.,
Saturday, March 5, 2005 at Donnelly’s Colonial
Funeral Home Chapel. Burial followed at Oak Grove
Memorial Gardens in Irving.

OLETA J. RUSSELL
Oleta J. Russell, age

90, a fifty-year resident
of Irving, died March 4,
2005 at her home of
Alzheimer’s.

Born February 14,
1915 to Abe Thomas
and Fannie Mae Ball
Jones, she was a former
employee of Briggs-
Weaver of Dallas. She

is survived by her husband of 70 years, Scottie W.
Russell; son, Tony Russell and wife Susan of Mabank;
daughter-in-law, Lee Russell, of Irving;
grandchildren, Scottie Miles, Teresa Miles, Gary
Russell, John Russell and wife Cathy, Michelle
Russell, Lisa Landtroop, Jimmy Miles and wife
Robin, Jonus Russell, Kari Stephens and husband
Jason; 16 great grandchildren; 7 great great
grandchildren.

Preceded in death by daughter, Jeannean Miles
and husband Tom; and grandson Jackie Russell.  The
family would like to give a special thank you to
Heartland Hospice for their wonderful care.

Memorials may be made to Alzheimer’s
Association or to local hospice of choice. Family
received friends Saturday 3-6 p.m. at Donnelly’s
Colonial Funeral Home; Graveside Service were 11
a.m. Monday, March 7, 2005 at Restland Memorial
Park of Dallas, Chaplain Bruce Ruiz officiating.

CHARLES NEAL DODGEN
Charles Neal Dodgen of
Irving born January 12,
1933 in Abilene passed
away March 8, 2005 at
his residence. He was a
member of Oak View
Baptist Church in
Irving. He was retired
from the auto parts
industry. Survivors
include wife Edith M.
Dodgen of Irving;
daughter and son-in-law
Connie E. and Jimmy

Matthews of Irving; sister Joyce Benoist of
Midlothian; granddaughter Kam and husband Wesley
Markum; granddaughter Chelsea Matthews and
fiancé Paul Ramirez. The family will receive friends
from 7 to 9 p.m. Friday, March 11th at Brown’s
Memorial Funeral Home. Funeral services will be
held at 10:00 a.m. Saturday, March 12th at Oakview
Baptist Church in Irving with Kenneth Berry and
Dr. Jim Gerlach officiating. Interment will follow
at Oak Grove Memorial Gardens.

Monday, March 7, 2005 at Donnelly’s Colonial
Funeral Home Chapel. Burial followed at Oak Grove
Memorial Gardens in Irving.

FERN ROBBINS
Fern Robbins, age 78, a resident of Irving,

Texas since 1957, died March 2, 2005 at Baylor
Medical Center at Irving.

Born April 7, 1926 in East Texas, to Levi and
Addie Ledbetter Sanders, she was a  member of
Hilltop Baptist Church in Irving. Survivors include
her daughter, Brenda Harless and husband Jim of
Irving; sons, Jerry Robbins of Rockwall, Louis

Robbins of Alba, Dennis Robbins and wife Diane,
Terry Robbins and Paul Robbins; daughter Karen
Long, all of Irving.

Service was Monday, March 7, 2005 at
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home Chapel. Burial
followed at Oak Grove Memorial Gardens in Irving.

CATHERINE O’CONNELL SCHULZE
Catherine O’Connell Schulze died March 3,

2005.
She was born January 8, 1915 in Dallas, Texas

to John James O’Connell and Daisy Potter
O’Connell. Her life was a journey of continuous
service to her faith and her community, and her
devotion to service guided her for 90 years.

She attended Ursuline Academy in Dallas,
Ursuline College in New Orleans and graduated from
Loyola University in New Orleans. Catherine
married Charles P. Schulze, Jr. on September 5,
1936. She joined him in Odessa, Texas where
Charles was employed by Sun Oil Company. In
1945, they moved back to Irving so Charles could
join his father in business at Irving Lumber Company.
She had been a resident of Irving ever since.

The numerous Catholic organizations served
by Catherine include the Dallas Deanery Council of
Catholic Women, Dallas Vocation Guild, Dallas-
Fort Worth Diocesan Council of Catholic Women,
Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of
Jerusalem, Eucharistic Minister, International
Federation of Catholic Alumnae, St. Luke Altar
Society, St. Luke Legion of Mary, Odessa Altar
Society, The Catholic Foundation, Theresians of
Dallas, Theresians Texas State District Director,

and the Theresians of America, Ursuline Alumnae
Association.

Organizations enriched by her involvement
include City of Irving Heritage House Board, Dallas
Conference of Christians and Jews, Dallas Visiting
Nurses Association, Girl Scout Leader, Holy Trinity
Seminary, Irving Book Review Club, Irving Heritage
Society, Irving Meals-on-Wheel, Irving Symphony
League, Irving Symphony Orchestra Association,
Irving Woman’s Club, and the Women’s Council of
Dallas County, Inc.

Catherine and Charles donated Charles’
boyhood home on O’Connor Road to the city (now
called Heritage House). She delighted in welcoming
visitors to the historic home, and describing its
history.

Catherine was predeceased by her husband,
parents, sister and brother. She is survived by sister-
in-law Nellie O’Connell; by nieces and nephews
Pam and Tom Bender, Catherine Martin, Mike and
Linda Earle, Brian and Donna Earle, Tony and Paula
Earle, Chris and Sherri Earle, Terry and Belinda
Earle, John and Patti O’Connell, Dan and Michele
O’Connell, Pat and Susan O’Connell; a multitude
of great nieces and nephews; and by cousins Karen
Kliem and husband John, Margaret Walsh and
husband David, and their children.

A rosary was said March 6, at Donnelly’s
Funeral Home. Mass was offered March 7 at St.
Luke’s Catholic Church. Celebrants were Rev. Tom
Cloherty and Rev. Msgr. Robert Rehkemper.
Interment followed at Calvary Hill Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may
be made to the The Catholic Foundation, 972-
661-9792; University of Dallas, 972-721-4105;
Ursuline Academy, 469-232-1800 or Dallas
Vocation Guild and Retirement Fund for Religious
Women, 214-357-2385.

BEVERY MARY FRASCONE
Beverly Mary Frascone of Irving born July

25, 1940 in New York City passed away March 4,
2005 in Irving.

She retired from the cosmetics industry. She is
survived by many special friends.

Funeral services were held at 2:00 p.m.
Monday at Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home Chapel
with Father Francisco Orozco officiating. Interment
followed at Bear Creek Cemetery in Euless

NELL ANN PHILLIPS
Nell Ann Phillips of Irving born September

11, 1912 in Shark, Arkansas passed away March 6,
2005 in Irving. She was a retired County Treasurer.

Preceded in death by sons Ed Phillips and Gene
Haupt; survivors include son Jim Phillips of Irving;
and daughter Jan Allen of Dallas; 7 grandchildren
and 5 great-grandchildren. A private graveside
service was held at Carlsbad Cemetery in Carlsbad,
New Mexico. Local arrangements by Brown’s
Memorial Funeral Home.

Catherine Schultz, a part of Irving’s history, is remembered with love
lot for her church, but she did equally as
much for the city.”

“Catherine was an unusual and
outstanding person with a sweet
disposition—somebody I really loved.
Charles supported her and she supported
him. They were a pair. They had a lovely life,”
Ms. Clyatt said.

According to two conversations, the
first recorded with Jan Hart in 1997, and the
second with Yolanda Romero in August of
2001, Mrs. Schulze arrived in Irving with her
husband in the autumn of 1945, just after
World War II. Charles was an engineer and
helped to keep the oil flowing out of west
Texas and, therefore, had not been drafted.

With Jan Hart, the Schulzes remembered
a volunteer fire department, a teachers’ strike,

and the Trinity River flooding so much that
Irving residents couldn’t cross to Dallas for
several days. Mrs. Schulze was amazed at
the growth spurts that Irving enjoyed from
time to time; and she admired Ben Carpenter
for all his visionary work.

Long before Irving was Irving, it was a
loose collection of villages. Mrs. Schulze
recalled the petitioning process to annex
these villages into the City of Irving. She
also recounted development of The
University of Dallas and the arrival of the
Cistercian Fathers as educators.

Transcripts of Mrs. Shultz
conversations with Jan Hart in 1997 and with
Yolanda Romero in August of 2001 were
provided courtesy of the Irving Archives
located in the Irving Central Library.

Take a moment to look around you. Does
the world seem bigger, brighter, more colorful,
more in focus and more clearly defined than
it did just a few days ago? For 330 Irving ISD

school children, the answer to that question
is a resounding, ‘Yes’.

A LensCrafters’ vision van named Iris
arrived in Irving earlier this week to provide
disadvantaged youngsters with eye exams
and new glasses. Iris is one of only two 40 ft.
long, 12 ft. high, fully equipped, mobile, eye
care facilities provided through LensCrafters’
Gift of Sight program.

Youngsters from kindergarten through
12th grade were pre-screened before the vision
van arrived. Inside the vision van, the kids’
eyes were checked by an auto-refractor. An
auto-refractor is computer that measures the
refraction of each eye and gives doctors an
initial prescription. The youngsters then

received a full eye exam from an optometrist.
After the final prescription was determined,
youngsters picked the frames they liked.
Within about one hour, lab techs working
inside the vision van made the glasses. More
difficult prescriptions were sent to the
LensCrafters’ store in Irving Mall to be made;
and those youngsters had to wait until the
following morning to receive their glasses.

“This program is to help children that
cannot financially afford glasses,” Linda
Martinez Manriquez, general manager of the
Irving LensCrafters’ store, said. “They are
screened at the school first. If they do need
glasses, they go from the doctor to pick out
the frame. Most of the kids will get their

LensCrafters’ vision van creates a brighter future for youngstersLensCrafters’ vision van creates a brighter future for youngstersLensCrafters’ vision van creates a brighter future for youngstersLensCrafters’ vision van creates a brighter future for youngstersLensCrafters’ vision van creates a brighter future for youngsters
glasses today. This is an awesome program;
it is something that we have worked really
hard with the Irving ISD to offer. Everything
is going very smoothly. So far, most of the
children need glasses.”

This ambitious event provided over 100
children each day for three days with exams
and glasses. Irving ISD, PTA groups, parents
and several Loins Clubs worked together to
coordinate the children and keep the project
on schedule. After the event began, more
volunteers were needed to help, so members
of the Irving chapter of AMBUCS joined in
the effort.

Iris visited Lee Britain Elementary School
on March 7 – 8 and L.B. Barton Elementary
School on March 9.

Looking forward to a clearer future, an
IISD student has her eyes checked by
Connie Black from Pearle Vision.



CAROLINE LOIS HALE
Caroline Lois

Hale, of Irving, passed
away Friday March 4,
2005 in Irving.

She was born in
Miltona, Minnesota on
July 13, 1930. Caroline
was a loving mother and
grandmother, devoted
friend to everyone she
met and never met a
stranger. She is survived
by son’s Craig Hale and

wife Theodora of New York; Byron Hale and wife
Anne of Conway, Arkansas. Grandchild, Lyndsey
Hale, Special Friend Lynn Hale and numerous other
friends.

Memorial Service was held Monday March 7,
2005 at Plymouth Park United Methodist Church.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to
Leukemia Association of North Central Texas, 6060
N Central Expressway Ste. 306 Dallas, Texas
75206.

BEVERY MARY FRASCONE
Beverly Mary Frascone of Irving born July

25, 1940 in New York City passed away March 4,
2005 in Irving.

She retired from the cosmetics industry. She is
survived by many special friends.

Funeral services were held at 2:00 p.m.
Monday at Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home Chapel
with Father Francisco Orozco officiating. Interment
followed at Bear Creek Cemetery in Euless
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Continuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The Tradition
“The Right   Choice for Over 49 Years.”

Church & Chapel Services
Local & Out-Of-Town Services & Burials

Memorial Services
Cremation

Memories Flowers

Ben F.Ben F.Ben F.Ben F.Ben F.
BROWN’S MEMORIAL

FUNERAL HOME

972-254-4242
Brownmem@msn.com

707 N. MACARTHUR BLVD.  Irving TX 75061

606 West Airport Freeway – Irving, Texas  75062
(972) 579-1313   www.donnellyscolonial.com

Serving Irving  families since 1963

ERNEST EDDISON DAVIS
Ernest Eddison

Davis, 82, passed away
on March 7, 2005 in
Dallas, Texas.

He was born on
February 16, 1923 in
Porum, Oklahoma. Mr.
Davis had been a
resident of Hutchins for
the past 25 years, he
was veteran of the U.S.

Army serving in World War II and he was 55-year
member of Irving Masonic Lodge #1218 A.F. &
A.M. After 42 years of faithful service as the plant
manager of Gifford Hills Building Manufacturing
he retired in 1989.

Mr. Davis was preceded in death by his wife,
Rachel Davis, and grandson, Roger Davis. He is
survived by his son & daughter-in-law, Ernest Erwin
& Linda Davis of Irving, TX, son & daughter-in-
law, Don C. & Judy Davis of Wilmer, TX, three
grandsons, Michael Davis, Bobby Joe Davis and
Ronnie Shonk, five great grandchildren, brother &
sister-in-law, Vetis & Dorothy Davis of Irving, TX
and sister, Lozetta Mantooth of Tool, TX.

The family received friends for visitation
on Wednesday evening from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00
p.m. Funeral Services were Thursday, March 10,
2005 at Calvary Funeral Home Chapel. Masonic
Graveside Services followed at 1:00 p.m. at Melissa
Cemetery in Melissa, TX.

homemaker and a member at Bible Way Chapel in
Irving.

Survivors include her daughter, Donnie
Christian and husband Beryl of Plano; sons, Robert
McKay and wife Cheryl of Irving, David McKay of
Euless, Charles McKay and wife Faith of Everett,
WA and Richard McKay and wife Rhonda of
Phoenix, AZ; fifteen grandchildren; eleven great
grandchildren; brother, Walter Rodgers; and sister,
Ann Skaggs, both of Midlothian.

The family received friends Friday at the
funeral home. Service was held March 5, 2005 at
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home Chapel. Rev.
James Chance and Rev. Bryan Chance officiating.
Burial followed at Oak Grove Memorial Gardens in
Irving.

EVELYN MCKAY
Evelyn McKay,

age 72, a resident of
Irving, Texas for sixty-
three years, died March
1, 2005 at Baylor
Medical Center at
Irving.

Born August 1,
1932 in Dallas to Walter
and Olive Bell Daniels
Rodgers, she married

Amos C. McKay July 31, 1948 in Irving. He preceded
her in death September 11, 2004. She was a

Margaret’s Corner

Margaret Lopez is an indepenfent writer for the Irving Rambler.  An Irving resident for
more than 12 years, she and her husband have been married for more than 37 years and
have four daughters and four grandsons

Hi Irving!
Enjoy the cool breeze while you can.

Soon, summer will be upon us, and we’ll be
missing that breeze for sure. We will probably

be firing up our backyard grills and throwing
on some hot dogs and steaks soon. At my
house, we also throw on fish steaks and
veggie dogs.

Selorm Sam Fiagome

(972) 870-7430 Tel 800-207-1359
Securities offered through Selorm Sam Flagome as a Registered
Representative of Nationwide Securities, Inc., P.O. Box 3430, Dublin, OH
43016, 866-323-2303. Member NASD, DBA Nationwide Advisory Services,
Inc., in AR, FL, IL, WV. DBA Nationwide Advisory Services in MA, NY, OK.

Story & Irving Blvd near Blockbuster

Life. Home. Auto. Peace of Mind.

1503 North Story Road
Suite 125
Irving, TX 75061

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
INSURER

CLAIMS REPORTIN ONLY
TOLL FREE DIAL 1 800 421-3635

Before my children were born, I worked
at a health food store. This was a great
experience for me and taught me the value of
healthy foods and vitamins. Of course putting
it all into practice can be the hardest part.
One thing I’ve learned over the years is that
eating a few vegetarian meals a week is a
very healthy habit to have. As we all know,
American cuisine usually includes chicken,
beef or pork as the main ingredient or main
course. However, many studies now show
that a semi-vegetarian diet is very healthy.
With all the many alternatives out today from
vegetarian hot wings to the more traditional
meatless salads, why wouldn’t we want to
expand our tastes a little?

Remember what your mother always told
you, “Eat your veggies.” I try to make it a
habit to eat less meat and definitely have an
opportunity to do so since one of my
daughters does not eat any beef, pork or

poultry of any kind (although on occasion
she will indulge in a seafood entrée).

Sounds boring, you may say. Well, most
people do not realize that tofu is virtually
tasteless. It actually takes on the flavor of
the vegetables and spices that are cooked
with it, which leaves a lot of room for
creativity. So the next time you are preparing
dinner for your family or you’re at your
favorite restaurant, take a moment to consider
the many meatless, and healthier,
alternatives.

The restaurant industry has taken note
of the growing population of vegetarians and
the meatless selections have certainly
reflected that. You know it’s catching on
when the fast food chains are offering veggie
burgers right along side their popular meat
burgers (by the way, they are pretty
good…the veggie burgers that is).
God Bless You.
Attend Church on Sunday.

have had here. This area and the people are
so great. The convenience of the airport,
freeways, the hotel and restaurants in this
area is great. This is the ideal place for the
Jamboree; we love it.”

“Steel guitarists play a little of all types
of music, a lot of gospel and some bluegrass.
The pedal steel guitar is really in its infancy.
We are still reaching out of country music
into pop, jazz, rock ‘n roll and classical. It is a
very fascinating instrument and they are
quite expensive at this point in time,” Mr.
Talley said.

Pedal steel guitars are designed with one
to three necks each with six to 10 strings.
The necks rest on a box and stand with a set
of pedals mounted below, which can lower
or raise the pitch. Keys at the end of the neck
are used to tune the guitar. These guitars are
played from a sitting position by plucking
the strings and running a hard object, called
a slide, along the strings. A slide is usually a
hollow metal bar worn on the finger or a solid
metal bar held in the hand.

Following the Saturday night jam
sessions, the Time Warp Tophands, a
premier Texas band, presented a western
swing show and dance.

After the Sunday morning church
service, TSGA members celebrated a birthday
party commemorating the 100th birthday of
music legend, Bob Wills. Born outside of
Kosse, TX in 1905, Mr. Wills learned to play
the play mandolin, guitar, and fiddle. Bob
Wills & His Texas Playboys popularized
Western swing music by planning pop songs
with a jazz flare on traditional country string
instruments.  The band began their own radio
show in 1931, which was sponsored by the
manufacturers of Light Crust Flour, the Burris
Mill and Elevator Company. In honor of their
sponsor, the group re-named themselves the
Light Crust Doughboys. Mr. Wills continued
to play music as long as he was able, even
leading his band from a wheelchair. He was
permanently disabled by a stroke in 1973 and

died of complications May 15, 1975. Country
and Western, swing, jazz, honkey tonk, pop
and even rock ‘n roll are still influenced by
Mr. Wills and the Light Crust Doughboys’
contribution to music.

“We have about 2,000 people who come
from all over the world to participate in the
Jamboree,” Albert Talley, TSGA president,
said. “We have steel guitar players from all
over the world come this weekend: players
from Japan, Norway, Scotland, Ireland, the
Netherlands, Germany and Australia. We
have four days of concerts that feature about
75 players. Of course, there are a lot more
players than that at the Jamboree. Most of
the people here are players or lovers of the
steel guitar. We are the second largest steel
guitar show in the world; the largest is in St.
Louis. We have about 60 manufacturers that
make steel guitars and steel guitar related
products represented.”

“I spend a lot of time working on this, so
it gives me great pleasure when people come
up to me and tell me what a great time they

Enjoying an evening of great friends and
music, Hal Rugg headlines a jam session.

Continued from page 1

TTTTTeeeeexas Steel Guitar Jamboree attracts interxas Steel Guitar Jamboree attracts interxas Steel Guitar Jamboree attracts interxas Steel Guitar Jamboree attracts interxas Steel Guitar Jamboree attracts international musiciansnational musiciansnational musiciansnational musiciansnational musicians

Brown Family Owned and Operated.
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Antiques &
Collectibles

ANTIQUES TREASURE
HOUSE - Lowest prices, weekly
inventory, layaway available,
furniture collectibles, Canine
Accessories, Consignments,
214-542-3950.

FOR SALE-Hot Wheels
Collection-Treasure Hunts,
Final Runs and many other
series 972-438-4522

Appliances
Heavy duty washer or dryer only
$97 Great condition 972-670-
1999

Auto Parts
A/C Compressors for Auto’s
General Mechanics, Elect-
rical, & Upholstery. We have
the lowest prices Nationwide!
Conveniently located in Irving,
TX. Call 888 317-2025 or visit
us at3367 Conflans Rd.,
Irving 75061. Ask for Joe or
Richard

FOR SALE 1993 Volvo 940
The car does not work. Body in
good shape, Engine??? call 214-
675-6493

Business
Opportunity

FREE Airline Tickets for taking
a look at becoming a Travel
Agent. Unlimited Income
Potential  1-888-314-8005  No

Experience Required.

Best Home Based Business
O p p o r t u n i t i e s
Our comprehensive business
program provides you with all
help, and support you need to
start your Home-Based Business
today. Excellent Earnings, and
Benefits. Call now 214 729-
4877 - Ask for Mark Hoyle

Needed !  Representatives to
help launch our business in the
city of Irving. Make up to $500
per week p/t.  No sales
involved.  Must be at least 18
years old. Call 877 481-1144

Health
A Unique, Exclusive Proprietary
Product Taking the World by
Storm Unlimited potential
Once-in-a-Lifetime Opportunity
Call Now 972-259-3058

LIMU MOUI
Amazing Life-Enhancing
Benefits! A Unique Nectar that
helps achieve optimal health
Call Now 972-259-3058

Real Estate

For Sale by Owner
4-3-2, 2,400 square feet S. Irving
large parking area, $146,000
972-313-1173

Townhome
For Sale by owner, elegant
2BR, 2 1/2 Bath, Luxury
Townhome. 100% financing
available. 214-783-5938

Moblie Home
Mobile Home and RV lot for
rent. Senior citizens call
972-986-7057 for information.

Property for Lease

For Rent
South Irving, 3 bed, 2 bath,
gar. ch/air, close to schools.
$850 month 972-259-8558.

Help Wanted

Memory Flowers
Floral Assistant 3 yrs. retail
exp. Courier/delivery. Benefits.
972-254-2603

Pest Control
Experienced pest control/
termite tech. needed. Must be
certified. Great opportunity for
advancement. Bi-lingual a
plus, but not required.
Competitive salary and bonus
program. Transportation
provided. To apply: fax, 214-
351-0200 or
email:ccronin@onduty.com

IRVING RAMBLER MARKETCENTER
Online & In print

IRMC Business Directory

Travel
FREE Airline Tickets for taking
a look at becoming a Travel
Agent. Unlimited Income
Potential  1-888-314-8005
No Experience Required.

Antiques
We offer the lowest prices with
constantly changing inventory
on Antique furniture, collec-
tibles and canine accessor-
ies.214-542-3950

Carrying furniture, glassware,
toys, crafts & collectibles. 972-
399-8000

Dog Grooming
Star Mobile Dog Grooming
“Professional Grooming in the
convenience of your driveway”.

call Ruth 469-233-6228

Hair
Enjoy personal day spa services
without the Las Colinas prices
972-438-4550

Insurance
Bill Hooten Insurance Agency,
Inc. Celebrating 30 years with
State Farm 972-409-9940

Bruce Stone Insurance Agency-
Insurance and Financial
Services 972-986-8822

Lawn Care
Full service grass cutting,
raking, bushes trimmed. Most
lawns $25 FREE ESTIMATES
972-989-1145

Motorcycles
Killa’ Cycles is a privately
owned company in the Dallas,
Texas area dedicated to the craft
of motorcycles. we specialize in
custom motorcycle design and
construction. 972-313-2196

Photography
Reasonable prices for your own
special event 469-855-8076

Resumes
Home of the $65 resume package
972-257-1329

Special Events
Our grounds feature richly
detailed landscaping, compli-
mented by fountains and garden
statues. We have a variety of
garden ornaments that make our
facility ideal for your wedding
or special occasion. 972-438-
6686

Tax Services
Providing complete income tax
services. electronic and paper
filing available. 972-445-1243

Web Services
Web Designers and
Web Solutions Providers for the
Serious Business 877-513-0553

Repair
Carpentry, painting, misc.

repairs. Handyman, odd jobs.
214-277-1895  Jerry

The Irving Rambler MarketCenter is a new addition to our newspaper.
Businesses can now utilize the online marketcenter to reach a completely
different reader than the newspaper reaches. By advertising both online
and in print companies can enjoy the best of both worlds.

Visit the Irving Rambler MarketCenter at

www.IrvingRambler.com

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.  When you place a
classified advertisement in the Rambler, we publish it online at no additional
charge. The Irving Rambler does not accept submission of an advertisement as a
commitment to publish.  Publication of an advertisement does not create an
obligation to continue publishing.  The Irving Rambler reserves the right to refuse
to publish any advertisement for any reason.  Ads promoting hate groups, or
including inappropriate material will not be published.  E-mail addresses will only
be published if included in the copy of your classified ad.
To purchase classified ads, call 214-675-6493.

ADVERTISING PRICES

First 15 words $7.00
Each additional word $0.20
Bold, Caps, border $7.00

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Online & In print call for infor-
mation

Plan for the Future
4 Oak Grove Cemetery Lots Available

Asking $1435 each
50% off retail price ($2870)

Available in sets of two or four

972-254-5816 or 972-672-4656

Sales
Advertising Sales representative
with newspaper or on-line
experience needed. 214-675-
6493

Bartender
VFW in Irving needs a full-time
bartender. Call Katherine 972-
790-1611 or 817-773-2760.

Love Animals? Animal Care
Tech needed Accepting
applications Wed.-Sun. 1611
W. Irving Blvd. 972-253-
3333

Insurance
State Farm Insurance Heather
Halpin-Beaty, Agent. Providing
Insurance and Financial
Services. 972-253-9557

Private Tutoring
K-Adult reading, phonics,
math, English, GED, etc. Assist
Homeschool Experienced and
Highly Recommended Carol
Cunningham 972-254-3032

Taxes

AdAdAdAdAdverververververtising Sales Representative Neededtising Sales Representative Neededtising Sales Representative Neededtising Sales Representative Neededtising Sales Representative Needed
214-675-6493

What do you fear?Agateophobia
     Fear of insanity.
Aulophobia
     Fear of flutes.
Ideophobia
     Fear of ideas.
Barophobia
     Fear of gravity.
Ecophobia
     Fear of home.
Ergophobia
     Fear of work.
Geliophobia
     Fear of laughter
Dentophobia
     Fear of dentists.
Gnosiophobia
     Fear of knowledge.
Hippopotomonstrosesquippedaliophobia
     Fear of long words.
Kosmikophobia
     Fear of cosmic phenomenon.
Logizomechanophobia
     Fear of computers.
Ablutophobia
     Fear of washing or bathing.

Nephophobia
     Fear of clouds.
Pediophobia
     Fear of dolls.
Scolionophobia
     Fear of school.
Thermophobia
     Fear of heat.
Zoophobia
     Fear of animals.
Bufonophobia
     Fear of toads.
Cathisophobia
     Fear of sitting.
Chrematophobia
     Fear of money.

Y E I J L R W A R A S X X S I N F L U E N Z A M E W C F L B H R K
U H D S R E T U P M O C A A W C L A U G H T E R C R O N U L S W N
B F A W R O K A P C C D N E C T D F P N X E G O A C S F Z S O J I
S I L T A E R Y S E R F H D E D I G I D S U A E S I M S I R L G S
F R A E G S K D O O E I A I N S A N I T Y O A T A B I E K R I T S
A E P Z F I H S I A L A U T U D N E B Z O L T T D S C I K T B R G
I P R S E T M I R K Y S R L S U O H T S I A S H O L P D A Y S L J
B F U F H T E S N I I M J R G O W D O D L G D A H N H R H G S K R
O L E T H I D T O G B C S W R L A W L D O L L S O R E E R T M C G
H U T G I N E U R Y U D U C L C O I H M W R V G H A N I M A L S A
P T N D A G E A V E R R M G H A I B O H P O I L E G O N L U Y K S
O E A T A O V A F O W I F K I O O D R N T G C H T W M H O M E C A
I S G T L I K B W L A N T S B H O L V R O E L R C S E U C I N E R
D S A Y T I G G T S A V I N G S V L E P L T T U E K N T Y P O I N
E J Y Y A C N M C T J A I Y O E G D E L W O N K C R O F R T M H A
P N O R F O L O C D E N T I S T S V T C G F C I E D N E A H U A O
R S D Z L Q H E D O E L R C R C B A R O P H O B I A S C D Q H X Z

Personal income taxes &
e-filing. I can come to you.
Both evenings and weekends
available. 214-557-2750.
Email at gsatax@hotmail.com

THE HERB SHOPPE
CONSULTING AVAILABLE

Herbs Vitamins Salt lamps Essential Oils
Distributors of

NATURES’S SUNSHINE - LIMU MOUI - AMAZING NEW HEALTH
SECRET - ARBONNE INTERNATIONAL COSMETICS

Open Mon-Fri: 10am - 6pm
212 W. Irving Blvd, Irving, TX 972-259-3058
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New animated film, Robots, is mildly funny
but not always appropriate for young children
Tyler Murph
Rated: PG:  Staring: Robin Williams, Ewan
McGregor, Halle Berry, Greg Kinnear, Mel
Brooks, Amanda Bynes, Drew Carey

From 20th Century Fox and the computer
whizzes at Blue Sky Studios comes the
animated comedy Robots. The cast of voice
talent reads as a who’s who of Hollywood
celebrity types, including Ewan McGregor,
Halle Berry, Greg Kinnear, Mel Brooks,
Amanda Bynes, Drew Carey, and, yes, Robin
Williams.

Ewan McGregor provides the voice for
Rodney Copperbottom, a robot who has
grown up dreaming of one day going to Robot
City and becoming an inventor, helping to
make the everyday lives of his fellow robots
easier. Upon his arrival in Robot City, he soon
discovers that all is not as he originally
thought in Robot City. As it turns out, the

head of Big Weld Industries, Mr. Big Weld
himself, has gone into hiding, leaving the
less charitable Phineas T. Ratchet, voiced by
Greg Kinnear, in charge. Ratchet’s motivation
is money, lots of it, so he discontinues
production on all replacement robot parts,
forcing older robots to buy ‘upgrades’ they
don’t really need. Robots who can’t afford
the expensive upgrades are considered
outmoded, and end up as scrap metal in a
salvage yard of sorts.

It is soon apparent that Rodney’s
purpose is to save himself and his fellow
robots from becoming outmoded, and he has
plenty of help from his new friends in Robot
City, voiced by Robin Williams, Drew Carey
and Amanda Bynes, among others.

This movie has a valuable underlying
message (or two). It is important to follow
your dreams, be persistent, and not let people

tell you that you can’t do it. But there is
another message here, more subtle, but I think
more important. The message is that the value
of people lies not in what they hear or how
they look, but who they are. I for one would
be thrilled if my kids came away from this
movie with that lesson in mind. I am afraid,
though, that this message was a little too
subtle for most youngsters to glean by
themselves.

The big question, though, is whether or
not this is a funny movie. The answer
is...well...it’s a little bit funny. There were
three of four places where I chuckled out
loud, but most of this movie just didn’t strike
me as terribly clever or humorous. Maybe
Pixar has raised the bar too high, maybe the
writers didn’t try very hard or maybe I’m just
being too tough on the movie. Plenty of kids

around me seemed to think it was great, and
they seemed to stay attentive through the
entire 90 minutes or so. But if the kids were
laughing at much of the slapstick humor,
there were lots of times where they weren’t
laughing at jokes that were meant for their
parents in the audience. From the opening
scene, this movie is littered with jokes meant
to entertain adults, some maybe inappropriate
for kids. Chances are that most of these
references will fly right over the youngsters’
heads, but that doesn’t make the jokes any
less uncomfortable for the adults to endure.

The bottom line is that this movie is
mildly funny, has a good message, and is
filled with plenty of stuff you may not want
your children to hear, so be careful. I give it
two out of five rusty wingnuts.

With a Spin on Robots, I’m Tyler Murph

Lyric Stage presents the ninth annual
Dallas Divas! concert in Carpenter
Performance Hall on March 11 - 12.

This year marks the centennial
celebration of the birth of two of America’s
great songwriters – Harold Arlen and Jule
Styne. To celebrate this occasion, Lyric
Stage’s Dallas Divas! will sing the beautiful
melodies of these. For the first time in Diva
history, the Irving Symphony Orchestra will
join these lovely ladies.

Born February 15, 1905, in Buffalo, New
York, Harold Arlen grew to become one of
the greatest song writers of the twentieth
century. His famous song “Over the
Rainbow,” was recently named the number
one song of the century. In addition to his

classic score for “The Wizard of Oz”, Arlen
also composed the Broadway shows Bloomer
Girl, St. Louis Woman, House of Flowers and
Jamaica.

Jule Styne was born December 31, 1905
in London. He moved with his family to
Chicago in 1912 where he had a short career
as a piano prodigy. A drill-press accident
desensitized a finger, and he went from the
concert hall to the burlesque pit. Ultimately,
he landed in Hollywood where he wrote the
hit “I Don’t Want to Walk Without You” with
Frank Loesser. His many Broadway shows
include High Button Shoes, Peter Pan, Gypsy
and Funny Girl.

Steven Jones, Lyric Stage’s founding
producer, has assembled 12 of North Texas’

finest leading ladies for this event. The 2005
Divas include Mary Gilbreath, Stacia Goad-
Malone, Natalie King, Ada Lynn, Amy Mills,
Pamela Peadon, Jennifer Pasion, Cara Serber,
Sally Soldo, Amy Stevenson, Wendy Welch
and Dara Whitehead. Dallas’ Diva of
Directors, Cheryl Denson, will stage the
glamorous evening. Jay Dias, conductor of
Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Cats, Sunset Blvd.
and The Phantom of the Opera, will conduct
The Irving Symphony Orchestra.

The Dallas Divas! will be together for
two performances only, March 11 - 12 at 8:00
p.m. in the Irving Arts Center’s Carpenter
Performance Hall, 3333 N. MacArthur Blvd.
For ticket information, call the box office at
972-252-2787 or visit www.ci.irving.tx.us/arts.
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As the Irving Symphony Orchestra plays in
the background, Dallas Diva! Dara White-
head commands the stage.


