
By Phil Cerroni
The tune in North Texas has 

changed, somewhat, of late. Even 
just a year ago, business leaders 
and politicians shouted about 
standing strong and united during 
the recession. Now, however, their 
admonishments have been replaced 
by subdued backslapping and an 
uneasy calm following a sudden 
return to “prosperity.” Although 
earlier militant calls for austerity 
seem somewhat passé in the com-
forting light of 2014, many are still 
trying to figure out what we should 
be doing instead.

Ron Natinsky presented his 
plan for governmental growth, 
which he based on years he spent 
working in the City of Dallas and 
in the private sector as what he de-
scribed as a “serial entrepreneur” to 
the Coppell Chamber of Commerce 
on Tue., Jan. 21. Natinsky, who is 
currently a Republican candidate 
for Dallas County Judge, believes 
government should view revenue 
collection in much the same way 
businesses view supply and de-
mand: In order to decrease one, you 
must increase the other.
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WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

Main Location:
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, 75061

Other Locations:

Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri   8:00 AM–5:00 PM

972-253-4200972-253-4200
www.mscitx.comwww.mscitx.com

After Hours Clinic:
No appointment necessary 
Mon-Fri 5:00 PM–9:00 PM

Sat & Sun 9:00 AM–4:00 PM 

Lab & Radiology:
Mon-Fri 7:30 AM–5:30 PM

Not available for After Hours Clinic

Valdez Clinic:
3501 N. MacArthur Blvd #400

Tuscan Cardiovascular Center:
701 Tuscan Dr #205

Las Colinas:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #250

OB/GYN:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #255

Baylor MOBI:
2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. #425
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Thursday, Jan. 30
Carpenter Hall 

7:30 p.m. IrvingArtsCenter.com

TICKETS:
$20-30; 

$15 students

ONE NIGHT ONLY!

3333 N. MacArthur Blvd. Ste 300 Irving, TX 75062 
Open 7 days a week • Free parking

January 25, 2014 50¢

Vote for Families, 
Schools and Children

Vote

Political ad paid for by Linda Harper Brown Campaign

Texas House District 105

RE-ELECT

See STARWOOD, Page 4

Starwood 
to manage 
Convention 
Center hotel

The City of Irving and Morten-
son Development, Inc. announced 
Jan. 23 Westin Hotels & Resorts® 
brand as the official flagship of the 
Irving Convention Center at Las Co-
linas (ICCLC) Headquarter Hotel, set 
to break ground later this year with 
a grand opening slated for late 2015.

Part of Starwood Hotels & Re-
sorts Worldwide Inc., the 350-room, 
full-service headquarter ICCLC 
Westin will be located adjacent to the 
Convention Center and connected 
by sky bridge. Expected to attract 
large-scale conventions, new dining 
options to the area, and other visitor 
attractions, Irving’s new ICCLC head-
quarter hotel will further promote the 
economic health of the city as well as 
state-wide.

“With the bond sale for the en-
tertainment elements anchoring the 
south end of the Convention Center 
complex scheduled for next week, 
this announcement of the headquar-
ter hotel flag to be a Westin could not 
be better timed,” said Irving Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau Executive 

By Phil Cerroni
A security guard at the Four 

Seasons Resort and Club called 
the Irving Fire Department (IFD) 
at 5:30 a.m. on Mon., Jan 20 after 
discovering that the roof of a main-
tenance building had collapsed.

Used for storing golf carts and 
equipment, the structure was not 
in use at such an early hour, and 
the Four Seasons accounted for its 
entire staff. To be safe, IFD brought 
in Texas Task Force 2 Urban Search 
and Rescue to search the rubble for 
vagrants or trespassers. After a 10 
minute search, their canine unit 
concluded no one was lost in the 
wreckage.

First responders and Four 
Seasons security personnel recov-
ered security camera footage that 
the resort is still examining before 
forwarding their finding to IFD. 
Although the investigation is still 
underway, the Fire Department does 
not believe foul play was involved, 
said Interim Fire Chief, Victor 
Conley. After the conclusion of the 
investigation, The building will be 
demolished for safety reasons.

The slate and tile roof crushed 
80 percent of the 100 x 80 square 
foot building. When the structure 
was constructed in 1975, light-weight 
wooden trusses, held together by 
gusset plates, were used to hold up 

the heavy roof. The office in the east 
corner, where the security footage 
was recovered, remained standing 
because it was supported by separate 
trusses that did not buckle.

Given the building’s age and 
construction, its collapse did not 

surprise IFD Assistant Fire Chief 
Rusty Wilson, who headed up the 
investigation.

“So it’s an older building. That 
truss construction is fairly light-
weight and then you add to it the 
weight of slate tile roof … (and) If 

you look back over the years since 
1975 at the number of ice storms, 
times that it snowed here … it has 
over the years borne a lot of weight, 
and you know it’s possible that it 
just could have finally given,” Wil-
son said.

By Jess Paniszczyn
Each school day, Irving ISD 

(IISD) educates more than 35,000 
children who come from a variety of 
backgrounds, learn in different ways 
and have myriad talents.

As a public school district, IISD 
cannot choose to educate some stu-
dents and turn away others. However, 
a student’s behavior may require that 
he or she be separated from the rest of 
the student body. If a middle or high 
school student commits infractions 
of the student code of conduct, which 
are extremely serious, the student can 
be suspended from his or her home 
campus. When this happens, the stu-

Building collapses at Four Seasons

Irving Fire Department personnel investigate the rubble of a maintenance building after its roof collapsed early in the morning on 
Mon., Jan. 20. A canine unit form Texas Task Force 2 Urban Search and Rescue determined no one was trapped in the wreckage, 
and the fire department did not detect any suspicious circumstances surrounding the cave in. / Photo by Phil Cerroni

Irving ISD administrators and school board members show their support for the award 
winning efforts of the teachers of the Secondary Reassignment Center. / Photo by John Starkey

IISD celebrates high academics at correctional campus Former Dallas city councilman 
advocates county ‘pieconomics’

See CAMPUS AWARD, Page 10 See NATINSKY, Page 6

By Brian Ahern
Irving Mayor Beth Van Duyne 

lavished praise on the City’s business 
community in her State of the City 
address on Thurs., Jan. 16, expound-
ing upon the area’s considerable 
economic growth, as well as recent 
accomplishments in health care, 
education and transportation, boldly 
declaring Irving to be “easily in the 
top single digits of everything going 
on the country.”

The City has been recognized 
nationally in the past year by Forbes 
Magazine as the sixth best city for job 
growth, and the FBI ranked Irving 
as the fifth safest city in the country. 
Crime in Irving has fallen for the 
ninth year in a row, for a total 40 per-
cent decrease. The City of Irving was 
awarded the Malcolm Baldrige Na-
tional Quality Award from President 
Obama, the second city to be given 
that honor in the award’s history.

Van Duyne listed the major ac-
complishments within the past year 
and divulged the city’s plans for 2014.

TranSporTaTIon
DART’s growth, which has shift-

ed the landscape of the Metroplex, 
has finally come to Irving, and the 
Orange Line will be completed by 
September of 2014, connecting 
Downtown Dallas to Love Field and 
DFW International Airport. The 
completed project has been 30 years 
in development and comes with a 
price tag of $1 billion.

Van Duyne is very proud of the 
freeway expansions in the area. New 
construction projects are in the works 
for next year, including renovations to 
MacArthur as well as continued im-
provements on freeways. Van Duyne 
recognized that these projects may 
not be the most popular due to daily 
inconveniences, but they are very 
important and will greatly improve 
driving conditions in the future.

DFW Airport is thriving under 
the direction of its new CEO, Sean 
Donahue, with an expansion in in-
ternational flights and an increase 
in traffic by 11 percent, double the in-
dustry growth standard. Love Field is 
undergoing a major transformation, 
with the development of restaurants, 

Mayor applauds job growth 
in State of the City address

See STATE OF THE CITY, Page 5
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Voter Registration Deadline for Texas 
Primary Election

Do not forget to register to vote in the March 
2014 Texas primary election before the Feb. 
3 deadline. To register, visit webservices.sos.
state.tx.us/vrapp/index.asp. For a complete 
list of candidates go to www.bipac.net/
texas/2014-Midterm-Elections-Candidate-
List.pdf.

Irving Council candidate packets
 now available

Residents interested in becoming a 
candidate for a City Council position can 
obtain a candidate packet from the City 
Secretary’s Office at City Hall (825 W. Irving 
Blvd.). Packets are also available online 
at cityofirving.org. This year, the office of 
the mayor and council Places 3 and 5 will 
be elected in the general election to be 
held on May 10. The 30-day filing period is 
Wed., Jan. 29 through Fri., Feb. 28. For more 
information, call the City Secretary’s Office at 
(972) 721-2493.

IISD School Board candidate packets
 are now available

Residents of the Irving ISD who are 
interested in becoming a candidate for 
one of the three positions on the Board of 
Trustees that are up for election on May 
10can now obtain a candidate packet at the 
Irving ISD Administration Building (2621 
West Airport Freeway). The filing period 
is Wed., Jan. 29 through Fri. Feb. 28. For 
additional information regarding candidacy, 
visit www.irvingisd.net.

The Desert Song in concert
Jan. 23—26

Under the baton of lyric Stage’s music 
director, Jay Dias, this concert presentation 
features the 35 piece Lyric Stage Orchestra, 
a cast of 40 actors and will be the first 
performance to feature Hammerstein II, 
Harbach and Mandel’s original book since 
the original 1926 Broadway production. Jan. 
23, 24 and 25, 8 p.m.; Jan. 26, 2:30 p.m. . 
$25-50. Carpenter Hall, Irving Arts Center.

E-Waste Recycle Day
Jan. 25, 9 a.m.—1 p.m.

Put your old electronics in the right place. 
Recycle old electronics, including computers, 
printers, fax machines and batteries, among 
other items, at Bear Creek Community 
Church (2700 Finley Road). Residential 
and commercial items can be recycled for 
free at this city-sponsored event. For more 
information, call E-Waste Collections at 
972-438-6030.

Dallas Career Fair
Jan. 27, 6—8 p.m.

Meet face to face with multiple decision 

makers hiring for business development, 
sales, and sales management professionals 
across many industries at the Sheraton DFW 
(4440 W. John Carpenter Freeway). Our 
events are open to experienced professionals 
as well as entry level and recent college 
graduates. This is your chance to meet 
directly with hiring managers. For more 
information, call 847-428-1118.

League of Women Voters discuss 
fracking
Jan. 27, 7 p.m.

Get up close and personal to hear the most 
current information from two League 
leaders who are well versed on this issue 
of fracking: Irving City Councilwman, Rose 
Cannaday, and Suzybelle Gosslee, former 
president of the Dallas League of Women 
Voters and currently chair of the League of 
Women Voters Committee on Solid Waste. 
Reservations are encouraged, lwvirving@
gmail.com.

The Flu Shot: Get the Facts
Jan. 28, 9—10 a.m.

This year, influenza has been more severe 
than previous years, particularly in young 
and middle-aged healthy adults. The best 
way to prevent the flu is to get vaccinated 
every year, and it is not too late to get 
vaccinated. The VA North Texas Infection 
Prevention Team invites veterans and 
their families to participate in a Facebook 
Town Hall meeting where they will have 
an opportunity to ask these subject matter 
experts questions and receive immediate 
answers about influenza in general and 
about the flu shot. To participate, “Like” 
us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
NorthTexasVA.

Make Noise for National School Choice 
Week
Jan. 28, 1p.m.

Texas Virtual Academy encourages students, 
teachers and families to “make some noise 
for school choice” at an event at Mountasia 
Family Fun Center (8851 Boulevard 26, 
North Richland Hills). This is one of over 
5,500 independently planned events taking 
place during National School Choice Week 
2014, the nation’s largest-ever celebration of 
educational opportunity.

University of Dallas discusses scientific 
evidence for God’s existence
Jan. 28, 7:30 p.m.

Nationally recognized authority on the 
transcendent implications of contemporary 
astrophysics Rev. Robert J. Spitzer, SJ, will 
deliver the 32nd Annual Aquinas Lecture at 
the University of Dallas in Lynch Auditorium. 
Spitzer, who serves as president of the Magis 
Center of Reason and Faith in Irvine, Calif., a 
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Gerald Edelman, M.D., Ph.D.

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 210, Irving, TX 75061

Accepts most Health Plans 
including Medicare 972-253-4245

Specialist in Oncology and Hematology
✦ Graduated from the University of Colorado School of Medicine
✦ Board Certified by the American Board of Internal Medicine 
with a subspecialty in Medical Oncology
✦ Principal Investigator at the Mary Crowley Medical Research Center
✦ Has served the Irving Community since 1991

Joins the Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving!

Ste 350. 

Standard & Poor’s (S&P) has affirmed Ir-
ving’s AAA rating on Irving’s general obligation 
(GO) debt, citing the City’s financial strength 
and stability. 

The credit rating agency also revised Ir-
ving’s outlook to stable from negative.

“The outlook revision is based on changes 
to the city’s policies and debt issuance plan 
that have reduced our previous concerns about 
more aggressive borrowing that could have 
further weakened the city’s debt profile,” S&P 
wrote in its rationale summary.

The rating agency also said it viewed the 
City’s management conditions as very strong 
with strong financial processes.

“We are extremely pleased with the up-

graded financial outlook,” said Irving Chief 
Financial Officer Max Duplant. “The rating 
allows us to sell bonds at a lower interest rate, 
which in turn allows Irving to build new proj-
ects at less cost, saving taxpayers money on 
higher rates. Over time, interest savings will 
total millions of dollars.”

Irving currently has some of the lowest 
property tax rates and fees in the region.

S&P says it does not expect to change the 
rating within the two-year outlook horizon, 
and additionally attributes Irving’s continued 
AAA GO rating to the city’s large corporate tax 
base, formal investment and reserve policies, 
and strong general fund reserves.

SOURCE City of Irving

The U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission (EEOC) announced on Fri., Jan. 
17 that it has filed a lawsuit for gender-based 
wage discrimination lawsuit against NFI Road 
Rail LLC and NFI Industries, Inc. 

In the suit, the EEOC alleges that NFI, a 
New Jersey-based business that provides lo-
gistics, transportation and warehouse services 
to manufacturers and retailers, with an NFI 
Roadrail office in Irving, Texas, paid a female 
director less than the salaries paid to two males 
for doing the same job. The EEOC’s suit also as-
serts that the female employee was ultimately 
forced to quit her job on Sept. 27, 2011. 

 Amy Brown held the position of direc-
tor of intermodal operations prior to and 
after male associates who were paid more 
for performing the same job. Despite having 
raised the pay disparity with management on 
a number of occasions, Brown never achieved 
pay parity and was simply told by one of the 
owners to be “thankful” for what she got, the 
lawsuit asserts.

“This is a textbook case of paying women 
less than men for doing the same job in what 
can be seen as a typically male-oriented indus-

try,” said William Backhaus, trial attorney for 
the EEOC’s Dallas District Office. “Employers 
have a statutory duty under federal law to 
pay women what men are paid, for doing the 
same job.” 

Such alleged conduct violates the Equal 
Pay Act of 1963 (EPA) and Title VII of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964. The EEOC filed suit filed 
in U.S. District Court for the Northern District 
of Texas, Dallas Division after first attempting 
to reach a pre-litigation settlement through its 
conciliation process. 

The agency seeks injunctive relief, in-
cluding the formulation of policies—or more 
fairly applied pay ranges—that prevent and 
correct pay disparities for the same or similar 
jobs performed by employees, irrespective 
of gender. The suit also seeks lost wages and 
compensatory and punitive damages, among 
other forms of relief. 

“Correcting practices that perpetuate pay 
disparities suffered by women is a strategic pri-
ority of this agency,” said Robert A. Canino, re-
gional attorney for the EEOC’s Dallas District. 

SOURCE U.S. Equal Employment 

Opportunity Commission

By Brian Ahern
Keep Irving Beautiful (KIB) won the 

second place Keep America Beautiful Affiliate 
Award, for cities with population greater than 
200,000, in Keep American Beautiful’s (KAB) 
yearly competition. In this category Irving 
competed against larger cities like Los Angeles 
and New York. Keep America Beautiful also 
recognized the Irving YMCA for its superior 
recycling and waste disposal efforts. This is 
the second year in a row that Irving has earned 
this commendation.

The City was awarded for its strong volun-
teer base and dedication to conservation, said 
KIB’s director, Rick Hose.

“Our strengths come from our volun-
teers,” he said. “Engaging our community and 
working with our schools and businesses and 
faith groups and continuing that volunteer 
spirit that Irving is famous for.”

The organization relies on volunteers to 
plant trees, maintain park facilities and par-
ticipate in clean-up efforts. One of the group’s 
biggest focuses is the Elm Fork of the Trinity 
River, which is horribly polluted in some areas 
and provides water to at least nine million 
Texans, Hose said. KIB partnered with Keep 
Carrollton Beautiful for the project.

KIB is no stranger to environmental 
accolades. The organization won the same 
award last year and received a $310,000 grant, 
for landscaping, from Keep Texas Beautiful, 
the organization that popularized the slogan 
“Don’t mess with Texas.”

The City of Irving has stood out for its in-
novative approaches to sustainability, making 
it a bastion for conservation in Texas. Lady 
Bird Johnson Middle School is the largest 
net-zero facility in the country, meaning it 
produces all of its own power on campus using 
wind turbines, solar panels and geothermal 
heating. West Irving library is the first library 
in the country to be net zero, and Irving also 

has the longest stretch of solar powered LED 
lights in the state, lighting up Irving Boulevard 
for five and a half miles. The Irving Parks and 
Recreation Department is also focused on 
restoring domestic fauna by planting native 
Texas trees and flowers.

While Irving has taken many measures to 
increase recycling, the city has not imposed a 
universal recycling ordinance, meaning that 
some parts of the community are without 
recycling and must go to a drop off station to 
dispose of their recyclable waste.

Zac Trahan, statewide program director 
for the Texas Campaign for the Environment 
(TCE), said that this should be the next step 
in sustainability for Irving. Trahan works with 
the TCE to spread awareness about recycling 
and lobbies for increased recycling legisla-
tion, focusing on batteries and electronics, 
substances that contain toxic chemical that are 
very harmful to the environment if ignored. 
Two of TCE’s big victories were in getting the 
Texas legislature to pass bills in 2007 and 
2011 mandating that all computer and televi-
sion manufacturers provide free recycling for 
their products.

TCE sometimes works with KAB but has 
found itself at odds with the organization at 
times, often concerning disagreements over 
partnering with corporations that TCE con-
siders questionable, when it comes to the en-
vironment. Trahan specifically mentioned an 
affiliation between KAB and Waste Manage-
ment Inc., a company TCE went head-to-head 
with over landfill expansion in Travis County.

KIB, meanwhile, encourages the citizens 
of Irving to do their part to keep Irving green 
and sustainable by participating with the City 
of Irving’s recycling program, cleaning up after 
themselves and others, using reusable shop-
ping bags and limiting water usage.

The award will be presented to KIB in 
Charlotte, NC on Feb. 5.

Catholic institute dedicated to educating 
people of all ages about the complementary 
relationship between science and faith, 
will speak on “The Evidence of Creation 
from Contemporary Big Bang Cosmology: 
Extending the Legacy of Monsignor Georges 
Lemaître.” The lecture is free and open to the 
public.
For more information, visit udallas.edu/
aquinas2014.

USCIS Hosts First National 
Creole-Language Engagement
January 29, 7:30—9 p.m.

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
(USCIS) will host the first free information 
session in Creole at its office in West Palm 
Beach, Fla. . This “Konsèy” national session 
is part of an ongoing series of national 
multilingual public engagements that 
provide agency updates and help customers 
understand how best to navigate through 
the immigration experience. The public 
is welcome to participate in person or 
a toll-free telephone. To participate via 
teleconference, call 1-866-844-9416 
(Passcode: Konsèy).

Blood Drive
Jan. 30, 9 a.m.—1 p.m.

Carter BloodCare will be at The Remington at 
Valley Ranch Thursday, so please stop by and 
donate blood! To set up your appointment, 
call 972-556-0014.

January Bereavement Luncheon: 
Coping with the Emotions of Grief
Jan. 30, Noon

The next monthly free VNA Bereavement 
Luncheon for members of the community 
grieving the death of a loved one will be 
held at the Church of the Incarnation located 

(3966 McKinney Ave., Dallas).
This month’s guest speaker will be Larry 
Barber, Director of CounselingWorks, 
GriefWorks and KidWorks. Free. RSVP, by Jan. 
28, to Sue Rafferty at 214-689-2633.

Oklahoma!
Jan.30—Feb. 1, 7 p.m.

Irving HS Performing Arts presents Rogers 
and Hammerstein’s classic American musical 
in the Irving HS Auditorium. $10 for adults, 
$7 for students. For more information, call 
Sharon Gross at 972-600-6384 or sgross@
irvingisd.net.

Celebrate Dance Theatre of Harlem 
in Irving
Jan. 30, 5:30—7:30 p.m.

The public is invited to attend a reception 
celebrating the opening of the forty-year 
retrospective exhibition, “Dance Theatre of 
Harlem: 40 Years of Firsts”, that highlights 
the development and accomplishments of 
the ground breaking company in its first 40 
years. 

Believe Again—Dance Theatre 
of Harlem
Jan. 30, 7:30 p.m.

Experience the virtuosity and exuberance of 
the internationally acclaimed Dance Theatre 
of Harlem. Led by Artistic Director Virginia 
Johnson, the company remains dedicated 
to creating innovative and bold new forms 
of artistic expression with a message of 
self-reliance, self-expression and individual 
responsibility. As they traverse their fifth 
decade, their extraordinary legacy continues 
to inspire, build community and uplift 
audiences around the world through the 
transforming power of art. 
7:30 p.m. l Carpenter Hall l $20-30; $15 

student (ID required) 
Senior Center visits Choctaw Casino
Jan. 30—31

Heritage Senior Center is taking an interest 
list of senior center members interested in 
going on an overnight trip to the Choctaw 
Casino I Grant Oklahoma. The $125 price 
includes transportation, a Double Occupancy 
room ($103 for Single Occupancy), $10 free 
play each day and a discounted meal both 
days. For more information, please call 972 
721-2496

Senior Center visits Perot Museum 
Jan. 31, 10:30 a.m.—2:30 p.m.

Join the Heritage Senior Center as they visit 
the Perot Museum of Nature and Science 
located in Victory Park. They must have eight 
participants for this trip, and payments 
will not be excepted until the outing has 
enough participants. The $25 price includes 
transportation and the entrance fee.

BUGS—Good, Bad, Ugly
Feb. 1, 10:30 a.m.—Noon

Keep Coppell Beautiful Environmental 
Education is offering a class at the new 
Biodiversity Education Center (367 S. 
Freeport Pkwy.). Insects perform a valuable 
service in the form of organic pollination 
and pest control for the landscape and 
garden. Many beneficial insects can be an 
ally to your yard, often outnumber insect 
pests and eliminate the need for pesticides. 
Learn how beneficial insects can help your 
garden, how to identify beneficial insects, 
and how to attract and provide habitats 
for beneficial insects. For more information 
about Coppell Community Garden and other 
class offerings visit our website at www.
coppellcommunitygarden.org.   

Standard & Poor’s affirms Irving’s AAA bond ratingKIB wins second national award

EEOC sues logistics company
for gender discrimination



January 25, 2014 Page 3www.RamblerNewspapers.com

By Brian Ahern
A military victim of PTSD (post-

traumatic stress disorder) brings war 
home. The military does not just train 
its soldiers, but updates their value 
systems to adapt to an environment 
of war. In a career that is all about 
staying alive and hitting your target, 
security and preparation are of criti-
cal importance, while other values, 
such as trust and patience, fall by 
the wayside.  A victim of PTSD has 
difficulty accepting loved ones back 
into his or her life, not just because 
of the intense suffering the veteran 
has been through, but also because a 
warrior’s mindset is not compatible 
with everyday home life. 

This is PTSD as presented by 
Scott Sjule, a veteran of the U.S. Army 
and a man dedicated to helping other 
veterans climb their way out of the 
isolation of the disorder. PTSD is a 
serious problem for veterans. More 
than 8,700 veterans commit suicide 
every year. But Sjule is determined to 
help his fellow vets, and he is doing 
it with some unconventional allies: 
horses. 

Sjule served for 16 years in the 
1st cavalry division of the Army, and 
in 2005, he was engaged in a physi-
ological rehabilitation program for 
amputees using horses. 

“Riding a horse makes you re-
adjust your center of gravity 3,000 
times in 30 minutes,” he said. “We 
created opportunities for you to be 
off-centered, so you could correct, 
and every time you correct your cen-
ter of balance, it updates your brain 
to the new way you’re going to move 
through space.”

Sjule soon found that the pro-
gram had an even greater effect 
on the veterans. Victims of PTSD 
responded well emotionally to the 
horses, and the therapeutic effects 
of the interaction allowed for psycho-
logical healing.  

“I went into this thinking I was 
going to do some type of physi-
cal therapy… and I came out of it 
realizing this is a lot about what’s 
going on inside your head and your 
soul and your actual person,” Sjule 
said. He went on to found Mustang 
Mentors with the Mustang Heritage 
Foundation.

For Sjule, the process of healing 
through horses is subtle, but pow-
erful. A horse’s behavior depends 
largely on the trainer and the signals 
that he or she gives to the horse. This 
simple action of communication 
and reciprocation allows veterans 
to overcome difficulties of trust and 
shape a different, healthier mindset 
for solidarity with their loved ones. 

Veterans get more in touch with 
“our ability to modify ourselves, our 
behavior, our signaling with other 
people,” Sjule said. “When we learn 
that from the horse and we don’t get 
what we want, we can’t get angry.” 
Working with horses exercises pa-
tience, calm and compassion.

Robert Foley came to same 
conclusions in a very personal way. 
A retired US Navy Seal, Foley had 
sustained numerous injuries includ-
ing traumatic brain injury (TBI) and 
radioactive poisoning. 

“The whole left half of my brain 
is destroyed,” Foley said. “I’m not 
supposed to be able to walk or talk.” 
On top of all that, Foley suffered from 
PTSD and as little as two years ago 
was contemplating suicide. 

His situation turned around 
when a member of the local Passa-
maquoddy tribe in Maine introduced 
him to horses. Almost instantly, Foley 
felt at peace with the horses. He felt at 
ease in an environment that was free 
of judgment and conflict. The sensi-
tivity and human-like understanding 
of the horses provided Foley with 
exactly what he needed. 

Reinvigorated by a newfound 
self-assurance, he immersed himself 
in the ancient practices of his ances-
tral Passamaquoddy tribe, including 
inipi, or sweat lodges, as well as 
meditation and became determined 

to share his new love of horses with 
other veterans. The Passamaquoddy 
elders bestowed upon him the name 
“Nashuwa”—Fire Starter—because 
of his vision and his ability “to look 
at chaos and all the directions we’re 
going and…simplify that and point us 
in a direction,” Foley said. 

Foley has taken his message 
around the country. On Jan. 18, Foley 
spoke with people about his program 
at the Las Colinas Equestrian Center. 
He, along with other visionaries like 
Sjule, has started an exciting move-
ment in PTSD therapy.

Foley says his work above all is 
about allowing veterans to find their 
purpose in life, an aspiration that 
could turn thousands of veterans 
away from the brink of suicide. 

“I use the horse as a mechanism 
to reach out to veterans and tell them 
you can trust again, there is hope, and 
from that, through the horse, you will 
find purpose, you will want to share 
this with other veterans,” he said.

Before Foley started working 
with horses, he was largely emo-
tionless and cold hearted, but since 
finding his purpose in assisting other 
veterans in need, he has become open 
and humble and has allowed himself 
to become emotionally vulnerable, a 
necessary decision for anyone who 
wants to overcome the psychological 
confusion of PTSD. 
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Kirkwood United Methodist Church
“Where God Continues To Do Something New”

9:00 a.m.  Servicio de Inspiracion en Espanol
 Children’s Church
9:30 a.m. Sunday School in English for All Ages
10:30 a.m. Fellowship Time
11:00 a.m. Inspiration Service in English
 Escuela Dominical en Espanol

Reverend
Preston W. Weaver

Senior Pastor
Reverend

Albano Tayengo
Associate Pastor

2232 W. Fi�h St. @ Story Rd.  |  Irving, TX 75060
972-254-4191  |  www.KirkwoodUMCIrving.org

SUNDAYS

CATHOLIC

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Holy Family of Nazareth
Catholic Church

One block north of Hwy 183 on Esters Rd.
Sat. 5:30pm, Sun. 8am, 10am, 12pm, 

5:30pm
972-252-5521

www.HolyFamilyChurch.net

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST  

LUTHERAN

First Christian Church
114 West Grauwyler Rd. 75061

972-579-0911
Sunday School for all ages-9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship- 10:45 a.m.

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m

Northgate
United Methodist Church

3700 West Northgate, 75062
972-252-8519     www.northgateumc.org
Worship Service 8:15 AM in the Dome

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:45 AM in the WAC 

at the rear of the complex

St. Stephen’s Presbyterian Church  
1621 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Irving, TX 75061  972-259-8744
www.ststephensirving.org

Sunday Bible Classes 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:50 a.m.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
2620 West Grauwyler Rd, Irving, TX 75061

www.gslcirving.com

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:30 p.m.
972.790.8606 www.BeltLineChurch.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third, 75060

972-253-3531    www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall

UNITED METHODIST

PRESBYTERIAN USA

Reverend Frank Pounders 
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

UNITY CHURCH OF IRVING
210 Virginia St., 

Irving, Texas 75061
 972-253-5083

unitychurcho�rving.com

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class
11:00 AM Service &

 Children's Church

Reverend Frank Pounders 
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class
11:00 AM Service &
 Children's Church

Dec. 21

Dec. 28

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
 972-253-5083

unitychurcho�rving.com

UNITED METHODIST

To place an ad in the
 worship section,

please call 
972-870-1992
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By Phil Cerroni
In December 2013, Coppell’s William T. Cozby 

Library enhanced its periodicals section by integrating 
the digital newsstand, Zinio, into its collection of print 
magazines. Of the 183 magazines in the Coppell Library 
system, 54 have been digitized, and popular titles includ-
ing Newsweek, Rolling Stone and National Geographic 
are now available to library card holders on tablets and 
other devices, where patrons not only can view the 
Emagazines but download them, as well.

Besides increasing readers’ access to the same infor-
mation found in printed reading materials, Emagazines 
contain more content than the physical copy, including 
extra photos, more articles; etc. The first thing that ap-
peared after opening the “front cover” of National Geo-
graphic’s interactive webzine was a video about tribes in 
South America, and I found myself flipping through and 
reading the magazine—completely forgetting I was there 
to interview the librarians. It was absolutely engrossing.

Only one person can check out a print magazine at a 
time, however, and the most recent edition cannot leave 
the library. With Emagazines, all 18,000 card holders in 
Coppell’s library system can check out every magazine at 
the same time, and 143 Emagazines were accessed dur-
ing December. What is more, patrons have access to all 
back issues, beginning in the month the library ordered 
the online publication.

All this does come with a cost. Generally, a physical 
subscription costs the library around $20. A webzine usu-
ally costs about four times the print subscription, coming 
out to $80 per magazine each month.

Before bemoaning the expenditure of tax dollars, 
remember that the higher upfront cost significantly ex-
pands the library’s long-term inventory. Digital copies last 
forever, never get lost and, unlike Ebooks and physical 
copies, they are always in stock. Magazines on the shelf 
at the library, on the other hand, are retired after 30 or 
40 checkouts.

“We really do take into account that we’re spending 
other people’s money. We’re spending taxpayers’ money, 
which is why we were a little delayed in the eBook craze 
that went around,” said Kevin Carrothers, a librarian 
supervisor at the library.

Tools like Zinio are forcing Coppell to reassess how 

it uses its budget and existing resources, and the library 
is constantly redeveloping its strategy in order to adapt 
to the evolving interaction between itself and patrons.

“I think we’re trying to combine some of the essence 
of what libraries used to be and where libraries are trying 
to go. I think we’re trying to find a balance,” said Lilia 
Gans, a librarian at Cozby Library.

Both Gans and Carrothers identified Google as one 
of the main catalysts in this movement. Before, librar-
ians were the custodians of wisdom stored up in ancient 
reference books and musty almanacs, stacked shelf after 
shelf in dusty archives. Now, much of that same informa-
tion can be found by doing a precise internet search, and 
patrons come into the library in order to take advantage 
of librarians’ uncanny ability to draw information off 
the web.

“In essence our job is still access to information, 
providing that information to the public,” Gans explained.

Not only are electronic resources affecting how li-
brarians do their job, but they are changing the landscape 
of the library, itself, and Coppell plans to renovate the 
Cozby building, introducing business centers, interactive 
learning tools and program and meeting rooms.

“What we want to refrain from is leaving the library 
just as the tradition vision of a library—just as a ware-
house of books. We want to help show the public that 
libraries can be so much more than that nowadays … 
which doesn’t mean we’re going to get rid of the books,” 
Carrouthers said.

All of this might seem like a clarion call for libraries, 
heralding the shrinking of their traditional space until it 
is little more than a corner office in the basement where 
librarians manage electronic resources. The trend is, in 
fact, the exact opposite, and Cozby Library continues 
to see increased circulation numbers and higher visitor 
traffic each year.

“(The library) will always be a source of entertain-
ment, whether it be a book; whether it be a program; 
whether it be something electronic…just a place to sit 
quietly or meet with friends,” Carrouthers said. “It’s one 
of the last great free things in the world.”

Likewise responding to their patrons’ demands for 
increased electronic resources, the Irving library system 
also offers Zinio. 

Libraries offer new services in electronic age

Horses help heal wounded hearts and minds
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center. Born March 21, 1932 in Dallas, 
Texas, she was the daughter of Philipe 
C. Ruiz and Antonia Lara Ruiz. She 
married Manuel Santos November 
9, 1952 in Dallas. A homemaker, 
she was a member of Holy Family of 
Nazareth Catholic Church in Irving. 
Preceded in death by her husband 
March 9, 2007, and three brothers, 
Charles Ruiz, Sr., Salvador Ruiz, Sr., 
and Richard Ruiz, Sr., she is survived 
by sons, Manuel Santos, Jr. and 
wife Gloria of Bedford and Michael 
Santos and wife Margaret of Dallas; 

a daughter, Lin-
da Grace Hood 
B a y l e s s  a n d 
husband Rob-
ert of Southlake; 
grandchildren 
Melissa Santos-
Guzman and 
husband Rick 

and their children Layla and Gia of 
Florida, Melinda Quant and husband 
Gabriel of Florida, Marcus Santos of 
California, Lynnea Oubre and hus-
band Chad and their daughter Payton 
of Oklahoma, Ashley Starek and hus-
band Kyle and their children Addison 
and Kylee of Trophy Club, Bran-
don Hood, Preston Hood, Heather 
Bayless and Mahala Bayless, all of 
Southlake; two sisters Lydia Ruiz 
and Carolyn Ruiz; three brothers, 
Philipe Ruiz, Jr., David Ruiz, Sr. and 
Joe Manuel Ruiz; and several nieces 
and nephews. A Rosary / Vigil was 
held Monday evening at Donnelly’s 
Colonial Funeral Home Chapel in 
Irving. A visitation was Tuesday from 
7-9 p.m. also at the funeral home. The 
Mass of Christian Burial was 10:00 
a.m. Wednesday, January 22, 2014 at 
the North Chapel of the Mausoleum 
at Calvary Hill Cemetery in Dallas. 
Entombment followed.

Seventeen Coppell High School 
Band students earned spots in the 
5A Texas All-State Band and will 
perform at the nation’s largest music 
educators’ convention, the Texas 
Music Educators Association An-
nual Convention, on Feb. 15 in San 
Antonio.

Performing in the All-State 
Band is the goal of more than 50,000 
students across the state who have 
vied for the honor since last fall. The 
process for selection comes through 
a series of arduous auditions pitting 
the top musicians from some 20 5A 
high schools in the Dallas area against 
each other. Coppell High School 
earned more spots in the 300-mem-
ber All-State Band than any other 

school in the Area Auditions.
Senior and two-time All-Stater 

Joey Pye is pleased to be part of 
the tradition of excellence that is a 
hallmark of the CHS band program.

“Every year, Coppell Band has 
the most All-Staters,” Pye said. “And 
I’m really proud to be a part of that. 
Everyone who made it, and many 
who didn’t, have practiced for hun-
dreds of hours, so it’s a huge relief to 
know that the hard work paid off.”

While the path to being selected 
into the All-State band is difficult, 
three-time All-Stater and senior 
Brandy Sun treasures the end result.

“Being able to spend a couple of 
days with some of the most talented 
musicians in the country is one of 

British Columbia, Canada, and his 
children, Jared of Hilo, Hawaii and 
Molly Greenwood-Gates of Victoria 
and grandchildren, Seth and Jaxon 
of Hilo and Reed Sena and Georgia 
Lynne of Victoria. She will be greatly 
missed.  Kathryn has requested in lieu 
of flowers, memorial gifts to benefit 
Saint Mark’s or the Irving Chorale be 
offered. A memorial service was held 
at Saint Mark’s Episcopal Church in 
Irving on Thursday, January 23, at 
10:30am, followed by a reception/
lunch in the parish hall.

Tex Cory Jennings
Tex Cory Jennings of Irving 

passed away January 19, 2014. He 
was born on August 24, 1956 in Dal-

las, TX to Tex 
a n d  J u a n i t a 
Jennings. Tex 
Cory was a re-
tired firefighter 
and paramedic 
for the City of 
Addison.  He 
loved to hunt, 

ride his Harley and spend time with 
his two daughters. He is survived 
by his mother Juanita Jennings of 
Irving; and daughters Stacy and Paige 
both of Irving. A memorial service 
was held on January 21, 2014 at The 
First United Methodist Church of 
Irving Chapel and Rev. Chris Allen 
officiated. Arrangements made es-
pecially for the Jennings Family by 
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home.

Julia Ethelene Revier
Julia Ethelene Revier, 94, passed 

away on January 23, 2014 in Irving, 
Texas.  She was born on August 09, 

1919 in Denton 
County, Texas 
to Braxton Ru-
pert Sams and 
Myrtle Aubrey 
(Nash) Sams. 
She and her 
husband, Char-
lie were married 

in 1935 in Marietta, Oklahoma.  They 
moved to Irving in 1938 and became 
active members of First Baptist 
Church.  Mrs. Revier was a member 
of the Bona Fide for many years. 
She was preceded in death by her 
husband, Charlie Revier; parents; 
brothers;   Gilbert Sams and L.W. 
Sams. She is survived by her daugh-
ter, Linda Goodman and husband, 
Frank of Irving; grandson, Braxton 
Goddman and wife, Sonja of Justin, 
Texas; granddaughter, Julie Robles 
and husband, Alberto of Irving; 
four great grandchildren, Mallory, 
Meagan and Montana Goodman and 
Charlie Robles; numerous nieces 
and nephews.The family will receive 
friends for visitation on Monday, 
January 27, 2014 from 12:30PM-
2:00PM at First Baptist Church of 
Irving.  Funeral services will follow 
at 2:00PM.  Interment will be at Oak 
Grove Memorial Gardens in Irving, 
Texas. Funeral arrangements were 
conducted under the direction of  
Restland Coppell Chapel.

Mary Grace Santos
Mary Grace Santos, age 81, a res-

ident of Irving for 62 years, died Sun-
day, January 19, 2014, at a local care 

Celestino “Tino” Andrade, Jr.
Celestino “Tino” Andrade, Jr., 

age 69, a resident of Irving for 40 
years, died Thursday, January 16, 
2014 at Baylor Medical Center in 
Irving. Born March 27, 1944 in San 
Angelo, Texas, he was the son of 
Celestino Andrade, Sr. and Pabla 
Gonzales Andrade. He married Rita 
Aguirre May 11, 1967. An aircraft 
mechanic, he worked for Southwest 
Airlines for 22 years. He was a mem-
ber of the Teamsters at Southwest 
Airlines. He was a member of Holy 
Family of Nazareth Catholic Church 

and the Knights 
of Columbus. 
Preceded in 
death by his 
parents, and a 
brother Arturo 
Andrade, sur-
vivors include 
his wife Rita of 

Irving; a son Tino Andrade, III and 
his wife D’Ann of Austin; daughters, 
P. Christine Andrade of Irving and 
Veronica Andrade and husband J. 
D. Hudson of Irving; ten grandchil-
dren, Deanna and husband Jon, 
Alexandria, Lauren, Nathan, Tyler, 
Hunter, Justin, Elizabeth, Marcus, 
and Danielle; a great grandchild 
Gabby; two sisters, Elosia Esquibel 
and husband John, and Marina 
Fuentes all of San Angelo; and several 
nieces and nephews. A vigil was held 
on Tuesday evening at Donnelly’s 
Colonial Funeral Home in Irving. The 
Mass of Christian Burial was 10:00 
a.m. Wednesday, January 22 at Holy 
Family of Nazareth Catholic Church 
in Irving. Burial at Dallas-Fort Worth 
National Cemetery.

Kathryn Dew Gates
Kathryn Dew Gates, 77, passed 

away Thursday, January 16, 2014 at 
her home while under hospice care 

s u r r o u n d e d 
by family and 
friends. She was 
born at Saint 
Mary’s hospital 
in Enid, Okla-
homa on Au-
gust 21, 1936 to 
Evelyn Lee and 

Paul Corley Gates. She attended Enid 
public schools, graduating from Enid 
High School in 1954 and receiving 
her BS in Business from Oklahoma 
State University in 1958.  She left 
Enid to work with IBM and stayed 
with that company for more than 30 
years, working in Tulsa, Oklahoma 
and Santa Barbara, California. She 
returned to the Midwest to be closer 
to her family and made lifelong 
friends through IBM in Irving where 
she settled in the 80’s. She joined 
Saint Mark’s Episcopal church and 
on her retirement from IBM was 
able to work as church secretary, 
a position she heartily enjoyed for 
over ten years. She joined the Ir-
ving Chorale and sang with them in 
Irving as well as in Carnegie Hall, 
NYC, Wales, and Italy. Her life after 
retirement was full and happy and 
she was a proud Auntie Kathy with 
her brother Charlie’s children and 
grandchildren.  She is survived by 
her brother Charles Gates, Victoria, 

NOTICES

Serving Irving families since 1963.

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

◆ Local family owned
◆ Serving all faiths
◆ Preneed funeral plans
◆ Chapel seats over 250
◆ Out-of-town funerals
◆ Off-street parking

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

Though 
construction
on SH183 has 

relocated many 
other businesses, 

we are NOT 
moving.

Arrangements by Brown’s 
Memorial Funeral Home, 
972-254-4242
Robert Blevins
02/01/1920-01/18/2014
Alice Krueger
12/07/1941-01/18/2014
C.A. Hurt, Jr. 
05/20/1932-01/18/2014
 
Arrangements by Chism-
Smith Funeral Home, 972-
259-7644
Terry Lee Boothe
July 26, 1955 - January 18, 2014
Penny P. Blanchette
July 4, 1926 - January 20, 2014
Diane Lynn Wallace
March 20, 1961 - January 19, 2014
Rosalinda Villanueva
December 13, 1956 - January 18, 2014
Royce Wheaton
March 27, 1931 - January 20, 2014
 
Arrangements by Donnelly’s 
Colonial Funeral Home, 972-
579-1313
Mary LaVoyce Giddens
June 24, 1935 – January 8, 2014
Amada Martinez
March 9, 1929 – January 17, 2014
Nathan W. Davenport
August 11, 1950 – January 19, 2014
Alice Donley
November 9, 1926 – January 19, 2014

“The Right Choice
for Over 54 Years.”

Director in Charge Gary Westerman

972-254-4242
www.brownmem.com 

Owned and Operated by
Jeanne Brown & The Brown Family 

Founder

Ben F. Brown

Continuing
The Tradition

OAK GROVE MEMORIAL 
PLOTS

PRICE REDUCED.
MUST SELL ASAP!

FOR SALE: A private seller is offering 
two side-by-side tracts in the beautiful 
and exclusive "Garden of Peace" at 

Oak Grove Memorial in Irving.

$4,580
 lot 11; block 5; tracts 3 & 4
1413 East Irving Boulevard

(valued at $7,580) 

Contact Mrs. Ray directly to inquire:
(214) 415-5918

Obituaries: To have an obituary 
notice printed in the Rambler, please 
contact Tammy Pompa at 972-870-1992. 
Fees apply.

OBITUARIES

ABOUT TOWN

Director, Maura Allen Gast.
Westin’s stellar reputation in 

the Convention market will be an 
important one for Irving as this 
project moves forward. Their excep-
tional global sales organization, cou-
pled with their Starwood Preferred 
Guest® program, will generate en-
hanced interest and further strength 
to Irving’s offerings as a meetings and 
event destination.”

Last year Mortenson Develop-
ment, Inc. entered into a contract 
with the City of Irving to develop the 
$90 million, Irving Convention Cen-
ter at Las Colinas (ICCLC) headquar-
ters hotel. The development company 
will fund, design and build the hotel, 
which will also include a 300-space 
parking garage, a sky bridge linking 
the hotel to the ICCLC, and 20,000 
square feet of additional meeting 
room space.

SOURCE Irving Convention 

& Visitors Bureau

School district 
commends board 
of trustees
By Amanda Casanova

The seven member Irving ISD 
board of trustees received rounds of 
applause and gratitude at their Jan. 
21 meeting.

The presentation was part of 
the district’s school board recogni-
tion month.

“Thank you for all you do and 
your dedication,” said Lesley Weav-
er, director of communications for 
the District. “It’s something you 
do because you care for the kids of 
Irving ISD.”

Mayor Beth Van Duyne issued 
a proclamation to the school board 
at the meeting, naming January 
2014 as Irving Independent School 
District board of trustees month.

“These are volunteer positions, 
and every answer you have given me 
(about why you do this) is that it’s in 
your soul and your heart and what 
you want to do,” Van Duyne said 
before reading the proclamation.

“I cannot say enough about your 
hard work and dedication because 
it helps all of us. You help our city,” 
she continued.

In May, districts 1, 2 and 6 spots 
will be up for vote. Those filling the 
seats now include President Steven 
Jones, and trustees Gail Condor 
Wells and Randy Necessary, who 
took the seat vacated by former 
trustee Norma Gonzales.

Filing for the May election starts 
on Jan. 29 and ends Feb. 28. The 
election is May 10.

Front row: Annabelle Kim, Ludia Hong, Hannah Thorp, Maddi Zill, Lauren LaChapelle
Second row: Paige Solano, Christopher Stubblefield, Brandy Sun, Daniel Gray, Joey Pye, 
Jason Fang. Back row: Brady Knippa, Benson Huang, Terrence Yi, Nicholas Fang, Gregory 
Blazek. Not Pictured: Rohan Panaparambil

Starwood
Continued from Page 1

Coppell students make All-State band

the biggest highlights of my high 
school experience,” she said. “There’s 
nothing better than knowing you’re 
spending your day with people who 

love music as much as you do.”
Fellow three-time All-Stater, se-

nior Madi Zill, echoed this sentiment 
saying making All-State “is the most 
amazing experience, and making it 
as a senior is even more exciting. The 
entire trip is a blast and by far my best 
memories from high school.”
    The rest of the CHS students selected for 
All-State are Gregory Blazek, Jason Fang (3rd 
year to make All-State), Nicholas Fang (1st 
Alto), Daniel Gray, Ludia Hong, Benson Huang 
(2nd year to make All-State), Annabelle Kim 
(2nd year to make All-State), Brady Knippa 
(1st Percussion), Lauren LaChapelle, Rohan 
Panaparambil, Paige Solano, Christopher 
Stubblefield (1st Trumpet), Hannah Thorp (2nd 
year to make All-State) and Terrence Yi.

SOURCE Coppell ISD
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Constance Q. Zhou, MD

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 225, Irving, TX 75061

Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 972-253-4280

✦ Medical Degree in Otolaryngology from University of Texas 
 Southwestern Medical School, 2006
✦ Residency at University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center
✦ Joined the Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving, October 2011
✦ Bilingual: English and Chinese

Specialist in Otolaryngology, Head & Neck Surgery

Visalakshi Rao Vallury, M.D., Ph.D.

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in Family Practice
✦ University of Illinois College of Medicine 
James Scholar Program for Independent Study

✦ Mt. Sinai Family Practice Residency of Chicago, Illinois
Department of Family Medicine and Community Health

✦ Board Certified, American Academy of Family Physicians

✦ Fluent in English and Telugu

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Suite 325 Irving TX 75061

972-253-4343Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

✦ Stefanie will be joining the practice of Dr. Jeffrey Mason
✦ Office Hours Monday – Friday 8am – 5pm
✦ We accept most major health plans

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd Ste 325 Irving TX 75061
For more information, visit our website at www.mscitx.com

972-253-4375Call today! 

Stefanie Lee, PA-C!

Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving 
welcomes back

BUSINESS/GOVERNMENT

The National Association for Ca-
tering and Events (NACE) recognized 
Debbie Spitzer, Irving Convention 
Center (ICC) Savor…Las Colinas 
catering manager, as the 2013 Presi-
dent’s Award winner for the NACE—
Dallas/Fort Worth chapter.

Noted as the largest and longest 
running catering association world-
wide, NACE uses the President’s 
Award to honor individuals who 
demonstrate catering excellence, out-
standing chapter participation and 
who exemplify the goals and values of 
the association at the local, national 
and humanitarian levels.

Considered a top honor among 
NACE members, all award nomi-
nees and winners are chosen and 
voted upon by their peers to receive 
this honor for their hard work. A 

first-time NACE 
award recipient 
and also a first-
year member of 
the association, 
Spitzer dedicat-
ed much of her 
time, serving on 
the Fundrais-

ing and Membership committees, 
recently shifting focus to her current 
spot on the Programs committee.

Debbie’s nomination for the 
President’s award comes as no sur-
prise to her associates, who describe 
her as a social butterfly who works 
hard for everything she has and 
who went above and beyond for her 
recognition.

SOURCE Irving Visitors 
and Convention Bureau 

shops and traveler amenities. The 
Wright Amendment will end on Oct. 
13, allowing flights from Love Field 
to any airport in the country.

EDucaTIon
Irving ISD maintained a bal-

anced budget, without tax adjust-
ments, for the third year in a row, an 
accomplishment which Van Duyne 
accredited to Steven Jones’s excellent 
leadership as President of the Board 
of Trustees. Nimitz High School, 
MacArthur High School and Singley 
Academy were awarded the US News 
& World Report silver badge, placing 
them in the top 10 percent of high 
schools in the country.

North Hills Preparatory School 
was ranked by Newsweek as one of 
the top 20 public schools in the coun-
try, and 100 percent of the graduating 
class was accepted into a college or 
university. 

Van Duyne welcomed the School 
District’s new Superintendent, Jose 
Parra, expressing her positive ex-
pectations for his work in the coming 
year.

Van Duyne took a moment to 
express her appreciation for the Uni-
versity of Dallas, which was ranked 
by Forbes as one of the top colleges 
in the country and whose College 
of Business was accredited by The 
Association to Advance Collegiate 
Schools of Business (AACSB), an ac-
complishment belonging to less than 
five percent of colleges. The Univer-
sity has also been the recipient of an 
unprecedented $12 million donation 
for the construction of a new facility 
for its business school. “We are really 
very proud to claim UD as our own,” 
Van Duyne said.

HEaLTH carE
Baylor Medical Center cele-

brated its 50th anniversary and was 
awarded the Magnet Delegation for 
Nursing Excellence, one of the most 
prestigious awards in health services, 
as well as the Texas Award for Per-
formance Excellence. The facility is 
planning a $35 million renovation 
starting this year.

InFraSTrucTurE 
By the end of 2013, $110 million 

worth of projects were underway, 
dedicated to the improvement of 
roads, sidewalks, sewage pipelines 
and water lines.

HouSIng
Following an increase in resi-

dential housing, Irving is hoping to 
facilitate the development of more 
single family homes in the Delaware 
Creek area. The City is hoping to pro-
mote the residency of families there 
in order to stimulate its nascent arts 
and entertainment projects.

Perhaps the biggest construction 
plan of the year is the upcoming ne-
gotiations with Oliver McMillan, Inc., 
a real estate development firm based 
out of San Diego, over the sale of the 
huge empty lot formerly occupied by 
Texas Stadium. Van Duyne promised 
some development in the coming 
year but stated that no plan was yet 
finalized, and the City was looking for 
input from citizens and businesses.

arTS anD cuLTurE
Van Duyne cited some of the 

biggest events from the past year, 
including the LPGA golf tournament, 
which attracted 99 of the top 100 
female golfers from around the world 
and brought $11 million in regional 
income. The institution of the Texas 
Wild Tennis Team, Texas’s only pro-
fessional tennis team has attracted 
$8 million in public relations value. 
Other events included the Red Bull 
Flugtag that attracted national atten-
tion and 80,000 spectators. 

Van Duyne praised the Irving 
Arts Center and Lyric Stage, calling 
it the “closest you are ever going to 
get to Broadway anywhere outside 
of New York.”

The City is also hoping to un-
dergo a “reinvigoration” of the canal 
district in downtown Las Colinas.

Van Duyne’s biggest focus, and 
central to most of Irving’s past and 
future developments, is the cultiva-
tion of businesses and corporations, 
as developments in transportation, 
housing, and even education were 
closely tied to corporate develop-
ment. 

Superior schools were necessary 
for the development of an environ-
ment amenable to corporate growth, 
Van Duyne explained. Irving has over 
9,000 businesses and has created 
and retained 6,600 new jobs.

By Amanda Casanova
Texas is a “great place” to live 

and to work, a panel of North Texas 
CEOs agreed at a discussion on Jan. 
22 at the Four Seasons Resort and 
Club in Irving.

The panel discussion featured 
North Texas CEOs David Pfaff, of 
Pastronics; Dennis D. Knautz, of 
Acme Brick; Mike Winemiller, of 
Briggs International; and Brenda 
Tsa, with GE Capital.

The discussion, “The Mighty 
Middle: A Growth Engine in North 
Texas,” primarily dealt with the 
North Texas middle market, which 
includes companies with revenues 
between $10 million and $1 billion 
a year.

The state’s 6.5 percent yearly 
revenue growth is above the na-
tional average, which is currently at 
5 percent. 3.2 employment growth 
in the state also exceeds the national 
average of 2.5 percent, according to 
the National Center for the Middle 
Market.

“The middle market is quite 
large and growing,” said Tracy Merzi, 
publisher of the Dallas Business 
Journal and moderator for the event.

Annually, middle market busi-
nesses generate about 16 percent of 

all commercial revenue in the state.
“Texas is a great place to live and 

work,” Pfaff said. “The cost of living is 
down compared to other places, and 
Texas has done a great job supporting 
its employees.”

Knautz, who owns a brick com-
pany, agreed.

“Texas is the place to be,” he 
said. “The environment here is pro-
business. There’s going to be more 
people moving to our state and more 
growth, and I’m happy about that be-
cause more people wanting to come 
to Texas mean more houses.”

To stay ahead of other busi-
nesses, Winemiller said his company 
tries to recruit.

“You’re constantly looking for 
talent,” he said.

“There is no lucky industry or ge-
ography. These companies share the 
same attitudes toward growth. What 
made the difference is execution. 
They put their money where their 
mouth is and got it done,” added Tsai.

The National Center for the 
Middle Market is a partnership be-
tween GE Capital and the Ohio State 
University’s Fisher College of Busi-
ness. More information about their 
national study is available at http://
middlemarketcenter.org.

Business conference examines 
why mid-sized companies thrive

State of the city
Continued from Page 1

Savor … Las Colinas manager wins Award



www.RamblerNewspapers.comJanuary 25, 2014Page 6

All Makes and Models
Collision Repair &

Refinishing Specialists

972-438-8525404 Mavis, Irving Texas 75061

GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP
INSURANCE CLAIMS WELCOMED

AIRPORT FRWY (183)

PIONEER

RAILROAD

MAVIS

IRVING BLVD.

M
ac

A
R

T
H

U
R

O
’C

O
N

N
O

R

B
R

IT
A

IN

L
O

O
P

 1
2

All Makes and Models
Collision Repair &

Refinishing Specialists

972-438-8525404 Mavis, Irving Texas 75061

GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP
INSURANCE CLAIMS WELCOMED

AIRPORT FRWY (183)

PIONEER

RAILROAD

MAVIS

IRVING BLVD.

M
ac

A
R

T
H

U
R

O
’C

O
N

N
O

R

B
R

IT
A

IN

L
O

O
P

 1
2

SEND US YOUR COMMENTS
The Irving Rambler welcomes your input, 

letters, comments — good as well as bad — and opinions.
If you would like to see your ideas in print, 

please email them to the managing editor at
philc@ramblernewspapers.net

or mail them to:
The Irving Rambler, P.O. Box 177731,

Irving, Texas 75017
Re: Letters to the Editor

ENTERTAINMENT

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Internal Medicine
✦ Joined Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving in 2007
✦Educated at the University of Connecticut and St. George’s University 
School of Medicine in Grenada. Dr. Cebik was a resident in internal 
medicine at Wayne State University/Detroit Medical Center
✦ Accepts most major health plans including Medicare and Medicare 
Advantage plans such as Aetna Medicare PPO, Medicare Complete, 
Humana Medicare PPO, Blue Cross Medicare and AARP.

Office Hours: Monday – Friday, 8:00am – 5:00pm.
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Suite 350 Irving TX 75061

For more information, visit our website at www.mscitx.com

972-253-4200Call today! 

 Dr. Sharon Cebik

He applied this principle to 
the ever-present government quan-
dary of having myriad projects, but 
altogether too little cash. Natinsky 
admitted the initial reaction by many 
politicians is to raise taxes, but he 
advocated the opposite: do not raise 
taxes, just increase the tax base.

“If you make the pie bigger, 
you don’t necessarily have to raise 
taxes on his house or your business 
(or) personal property or the other 
things that you have to do from a 
governmental perspective. The pie 
gets bigger, and you can kind of keep 
things where they are,” Natinsky said.

His strategy revolved around 
attracting more taxpaying businesses 
to North Texas, and he cited how 
enticing large companies like Com-
erica and AT&T to the region added 
many slices to the Dallas Meringue 
Pie. Not only does a better economy 
mean collecting more property and 
sales tax without having to the raise 

the tax rate, but commercial taxes 
cover many governmental expenses 
that would otherwise fall to private 
citizens. During Natinsky’s stint on 
Dallas City Council, he said the City 
relocated 60 companies and 6,000 
jobs to the area.

“It all adds up: more sales, 
people buy stuff, more sales tax, 
new houses, new offices and new 
businesses...,” Natinsky said. “That 
model is the same whether you’re at 
the county level; whether you’re at 
the city level; whether you’re at the 
Federal level.”

The City of Irving embraced a 
similar model, and commercial tax 
pays about 73 percent of the City’s 
taxes.

But Natinsky’s interests now 
lie with the county which, he said, 
manages many projects funded by 
taxpayer dollars, from building and 
maintaining roads and bridges to 
supervising the Sheriff and county 
hospital.

He stressed that the county 
is an important part of economic 
prosperity--the third heat, if you will, 

for baking your pie--but people often 
forget to take it into account, jump-
ing from the city to state to national 
politics.

Furthermore, Natinsky does not 
believe Dallas County has embraced 
pieconomics like many of the cities 
around North Texas, and it could 
optimize its revenue if it only took a 
few steps in this direction.

“There’s no charge from anybody 
to go out and improve the economy of 
the County, and I think that’s one of 
the things that’s missing,” Natinsky 
said, explaining that he thinks the 
County needs to help individual cit-
ies attract business, even if it is not in 
the exact wording of its charter. “You 
know what, sometimes you need to 
open your book a little bit and make 
it your business, because it’s good for 
everybody to do that.”

natinsky
Continued from Page 1

Over the next few weeks leading 
up to the Oscars I will break down 
each category and let you know pre-
cisely who should win and why. There 
is an exact science to my methods, so 
I do not suggest you try and figure out 
how my mind works; just go with it.

BEST SupporTIng acTor 
n Barkhad Abdi -- Captain 
Phillips

Should not win. True he never 
has acted in a 
film before, and 
his ability to look 
Somalian was 
amazing. That 
said, he is Soma-
lian. Maybe we 
should nominate 
Jennifer Annis-
ton on her ability 
to transfer herself 
into an American 
Stripper who is 
pretending to be 
a wife and moth-

er. (We are the Millers.) I wish Abdi 
luck in the future and to quote his 
character, “No problem “Irish”, ev-
erything gonna be OK.”
n Bradley Cooper -- American 
Hustle 

Should not win. I had a perm in 
the 70’s. No one gave me an award.
n Jonah Hill -- The Wolf of Wall 
Street

Should not win. We are not 

ready to forgive you for helping write 
21 Jump Street. Moneyball was dif-
ferent, we were distracted by Brad 
Pitt’s face.
n Michael Fassbender -- 12 
Years a Slave

Should not win. It pains me to 
say that. I am a fan of Michael Fass-
bender, and if not for Mr. Leto, he 
would get my pick. But it was such a 
hard role to watch. He was too good 
at being hated. People aren’t ready for 
that. We are comfortable watching 
guys dress up in women’s clothes, but 
not slave owners. Maybe he should 
have worn a dress-a long one. 
n Jared Leto -- Dallas Buyers 
Club

Should win. In a nutshell, he is 
prettier as a guy than as a guy dress-
ing up as a woman. That takes talent. 
Plus he is in a rock band. You can’t 
dress like that and be in a rock band. 
Oh wait, never mind. I still think he 
should win. 

BEST SupporTIng acTrESS 
n Jennifer Lawrence -- Ameri-

can Hustle
Should not win. She has had 

better performances. She is the hot 
commodity right now as we all love 
to love her. But this is too tough a cat-
egory this year. She won best actress 
last year against a little kid, an old 
woman, and Naomi Watts laying on 
a stretcher the whole film. 
n Lupita Nyong’o -- 12 Years a 
Slave 

Should win. This would force 
every entertainment reporter to say 
her name and get it right. Plus she 
makes good corn husk dolls.
n June Squibb -- Nebraska 

Should not win. She reminded 
me too much of my real family. If they 
gave an award for having the most 
fun with well written one-liners she 
would be a shoe in. Certainly worth 
a watch but not an award. 
n Julia Roberts -- August: 
Osage County

Should not (bleep) win. Yes she 
went toe to (bleep) toe with Meryl 
Strep and won. Yes this is the first 
(bleep) time she has cursed this 

(bleep) much since Erin (bleep) 
Brockovich. And yes we all love to 
hear her laugh during her (bleep) ac-
ceptance speeches. But sadly August 
isn’t Oscar County. (bleep).
n Sally Hawkins -- Blue Jas-
mine

Should not win. Because no one 
watching the Oscars actually saw 
this movie.

Next week we take a look at the 
directors! Your homework before 
then is to learn that Steve McQueen 
is not that Steve McQueen.

MATT 
MUNGLE 

MUNGLE 
ON MOVIES 

Who should 
take Oscar 
home?

Nominated for six Academy Awards including Best Supporting Actor (Jared Leto, 
pictured above), Dallas Buyers Club is based on the life of Ron Woodroof who is given 30 
days to live after being diagnosed with HIV in 1985. / Courtesy Photo

Lupita Nyong’o’s performance in 12 Years a Slave might win her an Oscar. The film, 
directed by Steve McQueen, is also up for eight other awards including Best Director 
and Best Adapted Screenplay. / Courtesy Photo
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The Texas Department of Transportation 
(TxDOT) will conduct a public meeting on 
Thursday, February 20, 2014 from 5:00 to 
8:00 PM at the William B. Travis Middle 
School, located at 1600 Finley Road, 
Irving, Texas 75062.  The purpose of the 
meeting is to provide information regard-
ing the status of and the planned, phased 
construction approach for State Highway 
(SH) 183 from SH 161 to Intestate High-
way (IH) 35E, Loop (LP) 12/IH 35E from 
Spur (SP) 408 to IH 635, and SH 114 from 
International Parkway to SH 183. These 
corridors are being considered together 
at this meeting because they constitute a 
comprehensive, integrated approach to 
providing general purpose lane improve-
ments and managed lanes.  

The three corridors have previously been 
environmentally cleared in separate envi-
ronmental assessments (EA). 

•	 SH	183	between	SH	161	and	
IH 35E, excluding Carl Road to 
SH 114, was previously cleared 
through the EA approved in 2004, 
and at a later date through a re-
evaluation approved in 2012   
•	 LP	 12	 /	 IH	 35E	Corridor	 from	
SP 408 to IH 635, including what 
is known as the Diamond Inter-
change (SH 183 from Carl Road 
to SH 114, SH 114 from LP 12 to 
SH 183, SP 482 from SH 183 to 
south of the Elm Fork of the Trin-
ity River, and LP 12 from South 
of Union Bower Road to SH 114), 
was cleared through an EA ap-
proved in December 2002 and a 
re-evaluation approved in 2008
•	 SH	114	from	International	Park-
way to SH 183 received environ-
mental clearance through an EA 
approved in 2009

Funding constraints required further re-
view of the planned improvements within 
these corridors resulting in the adoption 
of a phased approach in order to advance 
the overall project.   The sections for the 
overall project proposed to be advanced 
at this time correspond to those shown on 
the attached project location map.

It is important to note that the corridors 
studied during the environmental docu-
mentation process extend beyond the 
proposed interim improvements construc-
tion area. Specifically, the portion of LP 12 

between Union Bower Road and SP 408 
will not be affected by this interim improve-
ments construction project. 

In general, the proposed improvements for 
all corridors in the overall project include 
managed lanes construction that would 
result in a connected network of managed 
lanes on IH 35E, SH 183, SH 114 and 
LP 12.  General purpose lanes, frontage 
roads, and ramps would be improved 
along SH 183.  Direct connectors and 
improvements to the general purpose 
lanes would be constructed as part of the 
overall project. Design changes located at 
the Diamond Interchange would require 
approximately 1.74 acres of additional 
right of way, ¬¬ ¬0.632 acres of ease-
ments, and 2,149 linear feet of additional 
control of access. 

The format for the public meeting will 
be “open house” with exhibits specific 
to each project corridor, in the overall 
project, provided during the meeting for 
viewing with representatives available to 

address questions. All interested citizens 
are invited to attend this public meeting 
to provide input and comments regard-
ing this project. Written notices have 
been sent to adjacent property owners 
and elected officials along the corridors 
approved during the EA process, which 
extends beyond the current proposed 
projects.  Written comments may be also 
submitted either in person or by mail to 
Sonja Land, Strategic Project Division 
Environmental Coordinator, 4777 East 
Highway 80, Mesquite, Texas 75150.  
Comments must be hand-delivered or 
postmarked on or before March 3, 2014 
to be accepted. 

Persons interested in attending the meet-
ing who have special communication or 
accommodation needs are encouraged 
to contact TxDOT Dallas District Public 
Information Officer at (214) 320-4481.  
Requests should be made on or before 
February 17, 2014.  Every reasonable 
effort will be made to accommodate 
those needs. 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
State Highway 183 from State Highway 161 to Interstate Highway 35E

Loop 12/Interstate Highway 35E Corridor from Spur 408 to Interstate Highway 635
State Highway 114 from International Parkway (Spur 97) to State Highway 183

Tarrant and Dallas Counties 

ENTERTAINMENT

Review: An Act of the Imagination
MainStage Irving-Las Colinas
Open Now through Feb. 1

By Phil Cerroni
Masked by a veneer of cheap 

British melodrama in the Mainstage 
Irving-Las Colinas (MILC) produc-
tion of Canadian playwright, Bernard 
Slade’s, An Act of the Imagination, 
lies a sterling example of the British 
propensity for paradox and the sanc-
tification of the mundane.

Arthur Putnam (Neil Rogers), 
one of the most popular mystery writ-
ers alive, does something quite out of 
the ordinary. He writes a love story. 
Beyond departing from his usual 
subject matter, the absentminded, 
distant novelist manages to create 
unprecedented, passionate charac-
ters and a vivid romance.

If Arthur’s writing seems almost 
like realty, his personal life has trans-
formed into one of his mystery novels 
as a series of accidents leads him to 
believe that someone is trying to kill 
him. Unable to decide whether he is 
in danger or simply paranoid, Arthur 
confesses to his wife, Julia (Lucia 
A. Welch), that he fears he is falling 
into an imaginary world where he 
will become trapped and unable to 
live in reality.

The situation further deterio-
rates with the appearance of Brenda 
Simmons (Caitlin Mills Duree), who 
claims not only to be Arthur’s lover 
but precisely matches the descrip-
tion of the woman in his latest novel. 
When Brenda disappears the night 
after she confronts the author, both 
material and circumstantial evidence 
connect him to what police believe to 
be a homicide.

As pressure from his hidden en-
emy begins to rip Author’s life apart 
at the seams, he begins to look at his 
own failings as a husband and father 
and must come to grips with where 
his loyalties actually lie. Similar to 
much of the venerable tradition 
of British theater, adultery plays a 
prominent role, both as a plot device 
and as a point of discussion. Motifs 
including mercy, fidelity and creative 
imagination add nuance and depth to 
this family drama that could easily be 
written off as a second rate murder 
mystery.

When Arthur descends deeper 
into the nightmare that looks disturb-
ingly like the inside of his brain, and 
the line between fiction and reality 
blurs, the motives of his secret tor-
menter slowly become crystal clear. 
Arthur’s childlike trust in loyalty and 

marriage’s sanctity are used against 
him, as the antagonist wields these 
principles, which the villain believes 
to be trite and unsophisticated, as ter-
rifying weapons against the novelist.

What Arthur’s assailant does not 
count on, however, is that great detec-
tives are as trite and simpleminded as 
the writers who create them, because 
they, too, believe in the absolute truth 
of guilt, innocence, good men and evil 
men. It is this simple faith that gives 
the private detective the ability to 
outwit his enemies, who are unable to 
contemplate scenarios beyond their 
own base desires, making them, in 
turn, vulnerable to the manipulations 
of the sleuth who entertains all pos-
sibilities and overlooks no solution, 
regardless of how laughable it may 
appear.

Slade scrutinizes even ostensibly 
innocent pursuits like writing fiction, 
when Arthur admits that everyone 
around him serves their purpose—
Julia creates excellent plots, and his 
friend, Detective Sergeant Fred Bur-
chitt (Joe Porter) is an excellent ref-
erence for police procedures. Arthur 
manipulates those he professes to 
love in a manner almost as calculated 
as that with which he himself is used.

These ambiguities leave the 
actors and director to answer the 
question: is the play about fidelity 
or murder? Although MILC refrains 
from really exploring some of the 
Slade’s trickier themes, the ensemble 
meticulously tells a clear story, trans-
mitting all of the playwright’s words 
to the audience. Although this may 
be a little more emotionally bland 
than a riskier production, in the pro-
cess of telling an enjoyable mystery 
story, the actors give the engaged 
audience member something else to 
think over.

The elusive nature of loyalty is a 
common thread across Slade’s work, 
from his Tony nominated play, Same 
Time Next Year, about two adulter-
ous lovers who meet once a year for 
two decades, to Tribute, which cen-
ters around the relationship between 
an estranged father and son.

Although the performances 
remain fairly even across the cast, 
Rae Harvill is adorable as Arthur’s 
wide-eyed editor, Holly Adams. 
When she decides to put aside her 
red pen in order to help unravel the 
intrigue, she affects the transforma-
tion without losing her girlish charm. 
Although Roger’s level performance 
never reaches the highs and lows 
one would expect from a man under 
extreme duress, his didactic reveal 

Pulp mystery conceals poignant family drama

BOCA RATON, Fla. and IR-
VING, Texas -- iPic Entertainment, 
recognized for delivering “an afford-
able luxury experience to the cinema 
marketplace,” and Alberta Develop-
ment Partners announced plans Jan. 
23 to build a 46,000-square-foot lux-
ury movie theater in Irving, named by 
Forbes as one of the fastest-growing 
cities in the country since the reces-
sion ended. Scheduled to open in 
2015, iPic Theaters will serve as the 
anchor tenant for The Commons at 
Las Colinas, an upscale, mixed-use 
development. 

Established in 2006 and head-
quartered in South Florida, iPic 
Theaters operates nine locations 
with 67 screens in seven states, with 
another six locations comprising 48 
total screens opening in the next 18 
months. iPic prides itself on deliver-
ing innovation to the customer’s 
“night out” experience. 

iPic’s nine auditoriums will seat 
between 44 and 143 people and fea-
ture 4K digital cinema technology. 
Guests also will enjoy Tanzy Express, 
iPic’s chef-driven, in-theater dining 
concept. Premium seat ticket holders 
will relax in plush leather seats and 
may purchase food and beverages to 
take into the theater to enjoy at their 
seats. Premium Plus ticket holders 
will enjoy full-leg reclining seats, 
pillows and blankets, and personal 
service call buttons to summon serv-
ers to deliver signature dishes and 
hand-crafted cocktails.

“Las Colinas is an exciting area 
of rapid growth, and we’re thrilled 
to bring iPic Theaters to the com-
munity,” said President and CEO of 
iPic Entertainment Hamid Hashemi. 
“iPic Theaters will serve as an en-

tertainment destination catering to 
the variety of populations drawn to 
Irving, from residents to the business 
community.”

All seats may be reserved on 
iPic’s proprietary reservation system 
by visiting iPic.com or by download-
ing the iPic app for a hassle-free 
transaction. iPic members enjoy 
discounted pricing, priority notifica-
tion of tickets available to blockbuster 
movies, exclusive movie showings, 
free upgrades to Premium Plus seats 
and the ability to earn points toward 
iPic Member Reward programs. 

iPic Theaters Las Colinas also 
will feature Tanzy Restaurant, an 
independent establishment offering 
artisanal Italian cuisine and a full-
service bar featuring hand-crafted 
cocktails presented by award-win-
ning mixologist and master som-
melier Adam Seger. Imaginative 
and whimsical interiors will create 
a memorable dining experience for 
any occasion. 

Located in the heart of the Dal-
las-Fort Worth metroplex at George 
Bush Turnpike and John Carpenter 
Freeway, The Commons at Las Coli-
nas presents an eclectic mix of shops 
and restaurants in a pedestrian envi-
ronment that invites visitors to stroll, 
gather, linger and relax. Las Colinas 
was one of the earliest planned 
communities in the country and at 
one time was the largest mixed-use 
development in the South.

“We are excited to welcome iPic 
into Las Colinas,” said Don Provost of 
Alberta Development Partners. “We 
know it’s going to be a popular attrac-
tion that will serve as a strong anchor 
for this best-in-class development.” 

SOURCE iPic Entertainment

is charged with emotional honesty.
Director Sue Birch creates strong 

acting lines and takes advantage 
of both key set pieces and negative 
space alike to give force to the dialog 
and highlight significant moments. 
For the majority of the performance, 
however, she keeps her deft stage 
direction to a limited section of the 

large, multi-tiered stage.
Simple yet descriptive costumes 

by Barbara Kirksey help tell the 
characters’ stories before they even 
begin delivering their lines. Duree’s 
flamboyant dress perhaps is the most 
striking example, shouting at the 
audience in anticipation of her at-
tempt at blackmail. Charles Wallace’s 

polished set lends its own stiff, British 
upper lip to the proceedings, and Sam 
Nance’s light design makes the space 
shrink and expand depending on the 
intimacy required by each scene.

1 hr, 45 minutes with one, 15 minute 
intermission.

Ensemble members from Dallas Black Dance Theatre II perform at the City of Irving Martin Luther King Jr. Observance on Sun., Jan. 
19. This year’s motif revolved around Dr. King’s ministry, and the City conferred its 2014 Civil Rights Legacy Award on the National 
Park Service for “Preserving the life and Legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. .” Since Dr. King’s assassination in 1968, the Park Service 
has established and curated a number of memorials commemorating the civil rights leader including constructing a statue in 
Washington, D.C., as well as managing his birthplace and the Ebenezer Baptist Church, where Dr. King preached, in Atlanta. 
/ Photo by Phil Cerroni

Family and friends fight over Arthur Putnam’s (Neil Rogers) innocence in MILC’s production of An Act of the Imagination by Bernard 
Slade. (Pictures left to right: Neil Rogers, Rae Harvill, Lucia Welch, Blake Owen and Joe Porter). / Courtesy Photo

Nine-screen luxury theater 
to open in 2015 in Las Colinas

Martin Luther King Jr. Observance
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LEGAL NOTICE

TO PLACE AN AD
please call 

972-870-1992

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
tammyp@irvingrambler.com 

EMPLOYMENT

Wood/Laminate/Ceramic 
INSTALLATION

Carpet Repair 
and/or re-stretching
CALL 214-662-2282

HOME REPAIR

HELP WANTED
Class A CDL driver

Local: 817-246-9535

Home 
delivery 
carrier 
Needed

Seeking an energetic and 
self-motivated individual. 
 Requirements: 
	 •	Reliable	Transportation
	 •	Valid	Driver’s	License
	 •	Current	Auto	insurance
	 •	Good	Driving	Record
	 •	Positive	attitude	with	
   willingness to learn
	 •	Basic	computer	skills
$20 per hour earning po-
tential.

Call Tammy Pompa 
at 214-676-1145 

for more information.

Advertising Sales 
Representative Needed
Seeking an energetic and self-motivated individual. Sales experience a 
plus.
 Requirements: 
	 •	Reliable	Transportation
	 •	Valid	Driver’s	License
	 •	Current	Auto	insurance
	 •	Good	Driving	Record
	 •	Positive	attitude	with	willingness	to	learn
	 •	Basic	computer	skills
Established accounts are available. Includes hourly rate plus commission.
Call RAMBLER NEWSPAPERS at 972-870-1992 for more information.
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Public Hearing Notice

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF IRVING 
TO CONSIDER THE ADVISABILITY OF 
THE CREATION OF REINVESTMENT 
ZONE NUMBER FIVE, CITY OF IRVING, 
FOR TAX INCREMENT FINANCING PUR-
POSES PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 311, 
TEXAS TAX CODE

NOTICE	IS	HEREBY	GIVEN	THAT	the	City	
Council of City of Irving, Texas (the “City”), 
pursuant to Chapter 311.003 Local Govern-
ment Code, as amended, (the “Act”), will a 
public hearing at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, 
February 6, 2014, at City Hall, 825 W. Irving 
Blvd., Irving, Texas 75060, for the purpose of 
considering the establishment of Tax Incre-
ment Reinvestment Zone Number Five to 
be located within the boundaries of the City.

All persons are invited to attend the hearing 
and speak for or against the creation of the 
Tax Increment Reinvestment Zones, their 
proposed boundaries, or the concept of tax 
increment financing. Owners of property 
in the proposed Zone may protest orally 
or in writing the inclusion of their property 
in the Zone. The Tax increment Reinvest-
ment Zones would include the property 
as depicted below. The legal description 
of the Reinvestment Zones and a copy of 
the boundary maps are on file and open 
for public inspection in the office of the City 
Secretary at the address stated above. 
Questions or requests for additional informa-
tion may be directed to David Pettit, David 
Pettit Economic Development, LLC, dpettit@
dpedllc.com; 817-439-9515.

Boundaries: Reinvestment Zone Number 
Five, City of Irving, Texas

The proposed Tax Increment Reinvestment 
Zone Number Five is located on approxi-
mately 375 acres located in northwest Irving, 
bounded by State Highway 114 and Cabell 
Road in the City of Irving. A full description 
of the boundaries of the proposed Tax Incre-
ment Reinvestment Zone Number Five is 
available at City Hall, the City of Irving, 825 
W. Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas 75060.

The CITY OF IRVING, Texas will receive 
sealed responses in the Purchasing 
Division, 1st floor, 845 W. Irving Blvd, 
until the date and time below and will open 
responses at the same location for the 
following item:

1.  ITB #057D-14F Manhole
Rehabilitation Section I

Due Date:  2/7/14 @ 3:30 p.m.
Pre-Bid Mtg: 2/3/14 @ 3:30 p.m.

2.  ITB #070D-14F Hackberry
Pump Station Retaining Wall
Due Date: 2/11/14 @ 3:00 p.m.

Pre-Bid Mtg: 2/4/14 @
10:00 a.m.

3.  ITB #067M-14F Stage, Sound,
and Lighting Production for
City of Irving Special Events

Due Date:  2/10/14 @ 4:00 p.m.
Responses must be received in a sealed 
envelope with solicitation number and due 
date on the envelope. Late responses can-
not be accepted. Information may be found 
at www.cityofirving.org click Departments/ 
Purchasing Phone: 972.721.2631

ARLINGTON, Texas — Dallas-
Fort Worth’s public transportation 
agencies are partnering with the 
North Central Texas Council of Gov-
ernments (NCTCOG) to determine 
how residents are using the growing 
regional transit system and what 
changes could be made in the future 
to better accommodate the needs of 
an increasing population.

Dallas Area Rapid Transit 
(DART) and Trinity Railway Express 
(TRE) passengers will be asked to 
participate in two types of ridership 
surveys beginning in February.

Denton County Transportation 
Authority (DCTA) and Fort Worth 
Transportation Authority (The T) 
passengers will be surveyed from 
September through November, 
during the second phase of this $1.5 
million project. The transit agencies 
are spending $900,000 on the survey 
project, while NCTCOG is contribut-
ing $600,000.

Beginning the first week of Feb-
ruary, DART and the TRE will con-
duct “stop-to-stop” surveys, which 
will continue through mid-March, 
in an effort to determine the trip pat-
terns at each bus stop and rail station. 
Bus passengers on certain routes will 
be given cards and asked to return 
them when getting off the bus. On 
selected trains, passengers will be 
asked to provide their final destina-
tion when they board. The goal is to 
gather information from 20 percent 
of passengers.

The other type of survey, con-
ducted after the conclusion of the 
“stop-to-stop” survey through May, 
will involve surveyors asking ran-
domly selected riders questions in an 
effort to collect demographic infor-
mation and details about the use of 
public transportation. The goal is to 
receive information from 10 percent 
of passengers.

The surveyors will wear vests 
identifying their purpose and use 
tablet computers to enter the data. 
On express bus routes, passengers 
who agree to answer questions will be 
provided questionnaires to complete 
and return to the surveyors when 
they exit. The surveys are completely 
voluntary and answers will be kept 

confidential.
Questions regarding the pas-

sengers’ starting locations and des-
tinations will provide details about 
why people are choosing transit and 
paint a picture of where demand is 
heaviest. The survey information 
will allow transit agencies to better 
address demand, as they will know 
the length, time and purpose of trips. 

This surveying project will pro-
vide transit agencies with a travel-
behavior model allowing them to 
project future ridership and specific 
destinations with a high demand. 
The information could also improve 

the transit agencies’ competitiveness 
when applying for federal funding for 
service expansion and enhancement.

“The travel survey provides es-
sential information for management 
and operation of public transporta-
tion in the region, as well as invest-
ment in the regional system,” said 
Arash Mirzaei, a senior program 
manager with NCTCOG. “With real, 
observed data, the decision-making 
process will be more efficient and 
effective. We look forward to col-
laborating with these agencies and 
helping make improvements that 
will enhance public transportation 

throughout the Dallas-Fort Worth 
area both today and in the future.”

The region’s transit passengers 
were most recently surveyed in 2007-
08. Since then, the regional transit 
network has experienced tremendous 
growth with DART’s opening of the 
Green and Orange lines and the 
debut of DCTA’s A-train, along with 
overall improvements to better serve 
passengers. 

DART will open the Orange 
Line extension to Dallas/Fort Worth 
International Airport late this year. 
The T is also in the design stages 
of planning commuter rail service 

from downtown Fort Worth to DFW 
Airport.

Transit surveys have historically 
been well-received in Dallas-Fort 
Worth, with more than 85 percent 
of those asked to participate agree-
ing to provide answers. The last 
survey allowed transit agencies to 
better understand their networks and 
passengers’ needs, leading to better 
decision-making during the transit 
planning process. For information 
on the travel survey, visit NCTCOG.
org/survey2014.

SOURCE North Central Texas 
Council of Governments

Upcoming regional transit surveys examining riders’ needs

LEGAL NOTICE
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Organizations are required to re-submit their information on 
a monthly basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have 
accurate information. Listings are limited to the Organization’s 
name, meeting location and time. If an organization wishes 
to have more information than the free listing offers, we will 
continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

Put a Paw print in your heart
and a best friend at home!
The precious pets at the DFW Humane Society would like to 
bring a lifetime of love and happiness into your home!!

4140 Valley View Ln.
Irving, Texas 75038

972-721-7788
www.dfwhumane.com

OPEN:
Tuesday - Friday

11am-6pm
Saturday 10am – 5pm

Come adopt a new family member today!
If you can’t adopt, please donate!

My name is MIMI. You will find me lounging 
on the floor or on the bench of this beautiful 
shelter. I am a large 3-year old short-haired, 
black and white spayed female. I absolutely 
love to sit close to you and have you pet me. 
I get along with other cats. I would love to 
come home with you. My name in many 
French films means kisses, so see you soon 
where I can give you lots of loving kisses!

Hi. My name is Sampson and 
I am about 4 years old. I was 
rescued from another shelter. 
They say that I'm a Rottweiler 
mix. Well, I may have the coat 
of a Rottweiler, but I'm quite a 
bit smaller than a Rottweiler. 
You could call me Little 
Rottie. I'm a sweet, friendly, 
well behaved boy. I love 
people. I love to play. I love to 
just chill. Oh, and I also know 
some commands. I was 
diagnosed with heartworms, 
but I've been through 
treatment. Come on by, and 
let's meet.

1. HISTORY: What was the 
name of the treaty that ended 
the American Revolutionary 
War?
2. TELEVISION: What was 
the name of the prison in 
“Hogan’s Heroes”?
3. THEATER: Which U.S. 
president was featured in the 
musical “Annie”?
4. AD SLOGANS: Which 

car company is part of the 
advertising slogan “Baseball, 
Hot Dogs, Apple Pie and ...”?
5.  ENTERTAINMENT: 
When did the Miss America 
pageant begin?
6. GEOGRAPHY: What was 
the former name of the Af-
rican nation Burkina Faso?
7. LITERATURE: What was 
the name of the monster in 
“Beowulf”?
8. GENERAL KNOWL-
EDGE: What are the names 
of the stone lions at the en-
trance of the New York Public 
Library?

9. ANIMAL KINGDOM: 
What type of creature belongs 
to the order Siphonaptera?
10. MATH: In geometry, 
what is the shape of a torus?
Answers
1. Treaty of Paris
2. Stalag 13
3. Franklin D. Roosevelt
4. Chevrolet
5. 1921
6. Upper Volta
7. Grendel
8. Patience and Fortitude
9. Fleas
10. A doughnut

• It was noted Irish author 
and wit Oscar Wilde who made 
the following sage observation: 
“There are only two tragedies in 
life: one is not getting what one 
wants, and the other is getting it.”

• The very first CD of a 
musical recording was made in 
1982. The album was “The Visi-
tors” by Swedish pop superstars 
ABBA. 

• Immigrants arriving at 
New York’s Ellis Island in the 
early years (1892-1920s) were 

given bananas to eat. Many had 
never seen a banana and didn’t 
know how to eat one -- some ate 
the whole thing, peel and all.

• In the small African nation 
of Swaziland, the Civil Aviation 
Authority has set a ceiling of 
500 feet on light aircraft. These 
aircraft, as well as kites and 
remote controlled toys, are not 
allowed to go above that limit. 
Also included in the category of 
light aircraft are broomsticks. 
Any witch who flies on a broom-
stick above that limit is subject to 
a fine of more than $50,000 and 
possible arrest. 

• If you’re thinking about 

moving to another country, you 
might want to consider Finland. 
In that country, employees are 
offered, on average, 44 paid va-
cation days every year.Of course, 
you might want to consider that 
even in the warm southwestern 
part of the country, winters 
last about 100 days, with snow 
covering the ground from mid-
October to early May.

• The name of the state of 
Iowa (unsurprisingly) comes 
from a Native American lan-
guage. The original word, “ayux-
ba,” means “sleepy ones.”

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions
   call 469-621-7878

Buttons & Bows Square 
& Round Dance Club 

1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 
Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

Circle I - Square 
& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Friends of The Irving Theater
Second	Tuesday	at	Joe’s	Coffee	Shop.

7 p.m. to eat/casual meeting at 7:30 p.m.
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets	the	first	Tues.	each	month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thurday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
   Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Los Lupes

 Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Los Lupes
In the Irving Mall 

Irving Republican
Women’s Club

Meets the second Monday of 
each month (except July) at 7pm

IHOP Restaurant
Hwy 635 @ MacArthur

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christain Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd.
Metroplex Glass Club

Third Tues. each month 7-9 p.m.
Irving Garden & Arts Bldg.

For more info call 972-986-2990
The Optimist Club of Irving

1st Wednesday at 6:30 P.M. and 
3rd Tuesday at 11:30 a.m.

Meet at Googly Eyes 
2413 W. Airport Frwy.
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

972-254-3525
Single Moms Care & Support 

of Irving
2nd and 4th Fridays of each month

6:30 - 8:00 p.m. at the Irving YMCA (cor-
ner of Irving Blvd. and Story Road)
Free meal! Encouraging meeting! 

Kids welcome!
TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Dwelling Place

1126 Hilltop Drive
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’	Auxiliary	-1st & 3rd

 Wed at 7pm
Men’s	Auxiliary	–	4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderrful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

FUN & GAMES

 CLUBS
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Winfree pledges 
to stop texting 
while driving

This January, students at Win-
free Academy took an oath to no 
longer text and drive. In front of 
their peers and teachers, each stu-
dent signed a document promising 
that they would not risk the lives of 
themselves or others, and the signed 
pledges were placed on display as a 
constant reminder of students’ com-
mitment.

Like most public high schools 
that serve the DFW area, Winfree is 
filled with first year drivers, and the 
Student Council wanted to make sure 
that all of the new student drivers 
understood the dangers of texting 
and driving.

Car accidents account for 43 
percent of all deaths among teenag-
ers in the United States, and texting 
while driving is a huge contributor 
to this number. Not only that, but 
the economic cost of teen driving 
accidents exceeds $41 billion dollars 
every year. In Texas, fatalities are 
higher than average, exceeding the 
500 mark every year, according to the 
Texas A&M Transportation Institute.

Winfree’s staff and students are 
using presentations, videos and other 

resources from Teens in the Driver 
Seat peer-to peer safety program 
as the foundation of their activities 
during January. Similar initiatives 
have been proven to reduce texting 
while driving, as well as the number 
of teen driving accidents in the U.S. 
So for the remainder of the month, 
posters will be placed all over the 
campus, and presentations will be 
made during assemblies.

Last year Winfree’s Grand Prai-

rie campus used materials from IT 
CAN WAIT, another popular pro-
gram, and the whole campaign was 
very successful. The Irving campus 
is striving to make their campaign 
even better.

“As long as the number of deaths 
is greater than zero, we will keep look-
ing for solutions to end teen deaths 
in car accidents”, said Emily Keating, 
Winfree Academy’s Irving Principal.
SOURCE Winfree Academy Charter Schools

Bistro Lunch 
Mon- Fri — 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

$6.95 to $16
Daily Vegan options

Elvis Valentine’s Show
Thursday, Feb. 13 — 7 p.m. - 10 p.m.  
$40 per person for dinner and show

 

972-259-1123 
www.gloryhousecatering.com

109 S. MAIN STREET, IN DOWNTOWN IRVING

WiFi
FREE

Catering to You!
To you home, business, venue

Call today 
for info on hosting your event at Glory House

Visit Our Other Locations

Hours:  Mon.-Fri. 5:30 a.m.-9 p.m. Sat. 5:30 a.m.-3 p.m.  Sun. 7 a.m.-3 p.m.

BREAKFAST   ◆   LUNCH   ◆   DINNER

MANSFIELD
310 Mitchell Rd., 

Metro (817) 477-3383

WATAUGA
5912 Denton Hwy., 

Metro (817) 498-7079
IN GOD WE TRUST

Where Irving 
Meets and Eats

For Take Out Call (972) 253-7335
425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

IT PAYS
TO BE THE
EARLY BIRD

Breakfast
starting at $3.95 

5:30-8:30 am

1&2 bedroom Apartment Homes
and 2 Bedroom Town Homes

Just Minutes from DFW AirportAvalon illas

Call Today!
1-855-890-6373
4447 Rainier Street, Irving, Tx 75062

We provide the 
comforts you deserve!  

From a wide range
of community amenities 

to customizable 
interior features.

- Fenced-in Backyards -
- Stainless Steel Appliances -

- Faux Wood Floors -
- Sparkling Pool -
- Fitness Center -

- Business Center -
- Outdoor Fireplace -

- Vaulted Ceilings -

Sweetheart
of a Deal! administration

fee!

Free
Rent

in January
+ 1/2

off

LOCAL NEWS

dents are withdrawn from school and 
enrolled in the District’s Secondary 
Reassignment Center (SRC). First 
time offenders are enrolled for four 
weeks, second time offenders for six 
weeks, and third time offenders are 
enrolled in the SRC for the remainder 
of the school year.

Thanks to the efforts of an out-
standing staff and expert planning by 
administrators, the Irving ISD’s SRC 
has been nationally recognized. Fol-
lowing a nationwide search, IISD’s 
SRC and Lady Bird Johnson Middle 
School were chosen from among the 
more than 1,500 schools as Spring-
Board Demonstration Schools. Col-
lege Board, which owns SpringBoard, 
a college readiness, pre-Advanced 
Placement® (AP) program in Eng-
lish Language Arts and Mathematics, 
named 18 schools as SpringBoard 
Demonstration Schools for 2013-
2015. On Jan. 15, IISD hosted an 
open house and SpringBoard Demo 
Campus Celebration at the SRC.

“We are celebrating something 
that is just remarkable, the Secondary 
Reassignment Center is a Spring-
board National Demo School. That 
is almost unfathomable,” said SRC 
principle, Bobbe Knutz.

For the past eight years, Laura 
Sichi, the SRC Department Chair for 
English Language Arts Department, 
has worked with youngsters at the 
SRC, and like most of the teachers 
there, she has a true calling to work 
with these students.

“What is unusual about the way 
Irving has implemented (Spring-
Board) is that most districts will only 
implement it for a select group of 
students,” Sichi said “We have cho-
sen to roll it out to our entire school 
district. We are a district full of at-risk 
students, and they all work off of a 

pre-AP curriculum.
“It is highly unusual for a disci-

pline campus to have a pre-AP cur-
riculum. And it is even more unusual 
for a discipline campus to be chosen 
as a national demonstration campus.

“We constantly have new stu-
dents rotating in and out. So I never 
have a steady population,” Sichi said. 
“I see as many students as the other 
campuses do, but I never see them 
all at the same time. I love our kids. 
They have a lot of spirit. They are a 
neat bunch of kids to work with.

“I am really proud of my stu-
dents. The SpringBoard team came 
and visited our classrooms four or 
five times last year. They sat down 
and talked to the kids and partici-
pated in our class. They did obser-
vations and looked at the students’ 
work. This isn’t an award just for 
the teachers; this is something our 
students earned. I am really proud 
of our kids.”

During the celebration, Shan-
non Trejo, IISD’s Division Director 
of Curriculum and Instruction, 
presented the SRC with a plaque in 
honor of their achievement.

“This group has such an amazing 
heart for kids,” Trejo said. “They truly 
have one of the most challenging jobs 
in the district because their clientele 
moves a lot. They are coming and 
going under very challenging circum-
stances. They need teachers who not 
only understand instruction, but also 
understand how to connect and help 
them reach a new level of success.

“A lot of times here at SRC, kids 
would come in expecting not to be 
still in school. They would expect 
to come here and not participate 
in instruction that would look like 
what would normally (take place) 
on their home campus. They are very 
surprised to see that teaching and 
learning (happens) at SRC.

“Teaching and learning accord-
ing to the SpringBoard national dem-

onstration school criteria happens at 
a very high level here at SRC. Kids are 
understanding concepts that are not 
only grade level, but College Board 
level, which is an amazing feat for us.”

Irving ISD’s new superinten-
dent, Jose Parra, congratulated the 
SRC staff on being named a Spring-
Board Demonstration School.

“Every child, every student re-
gardless of their age wants to connect 
to adults. What they do exceptionally 
well at the Reassignment Center is 
what they do at all of our schools, 
is that they connect with students. 
They understand the students are 
individuals, and they try to find 
what works best for each individual 
student. I think that is the best kept 
secret about Irving ISD that I know 
of,” Parra said.

campus award
Continued from Page 1

DALLAS – The National 
Cemetery Administration (NCA) 
awarded NCA’s National Shrine 
Gold Award to Dallas-Fort Worth 
National Cemetery for reaching the 
highest standards for operations 
and maintenance. Dallas is one of 
12 national cemeteries to receive 
national shrine status based on the 
national shrine scorecard rating 
21 areas. 

“We are thrilled to reach na-
tional shrine status,” said Larry 
Williams, Dallas-Fort Worth Na-
tional Cemetery director. “We take 
pride in being able to provide a 
setting that is a lasting tribute com-
memorative of Veterans service to 
our nation. We hope the families of 
those interred here find a sense of 
serenity, history and are honored to 
have their loved ones buried here.” 

NCA conducts an Organiza-
tional Assessment and Improve-
ment (OAI) site visit to assess cur-
rent operations at national cemeter-
ies against NCA’s national shrine 
commitment operational standards 
and measures. The standards were 
developed by NCA workgroups 
following the Veterans Millennium 
Health Care and Benefits Act of 
1999, Public Law 106-117 and the 
Study on Improvements to Veterans 
Cemeteries. 

Standards for performance 
are rated in key operational areas 
such as interments, ground mainte-
nance, headstones, markers, niche 
covers, equipment maintenance 
and facilities maintenance. The 
standards provide guidance and 
direction for maintaining national 
cemeteries as the shrines they are 
intended to be. 

The Dallas-Fort Worth Na-
tional Cemetery was dedicated and 
opened for burials on May 12, 2000. 
The cemetery is situated on a 638.5-
acre parcel of land that overlooks 
picturesque Mountain Creek Lake. 
The gently rolling hills provide a 
pastoral setting for visitors as they 
proceed along the central boulevard 
to the small lake adjacent to the as-
sembly area and committal shelters.

Veterans with a qualifying 
discharge, their spouses and eligible 
dependent children can be buried 
in a VA national cemetery. Also eli-
gible are military personnel who die 
on active duty. Other burial benefits 
available for eligible Veterans, re-
gardless of whether they are buried 
in a national cemetery or a private 
cemetery, include a burial flag, a 
Presidential Memorial Certificate, 
and a government headstone or 
marker.

SOURCE Nat. Cemetery Administration

DFW national cemetery wins honor 
Car accidents account 
for 43 percent of teen 
deaths in the United 
States, and students 
at Windfree Academy 
signed pledges to 
discontinue the 
dangerous habit. 
/ Courtesy photo


