
By Jess Paniszczyn
For almost 250 years, chambers 

of commerce have been promoting 
and supporting businesses in their 
local communities. New markets and 
ideas of what a chamber of commerce 
should be have given rise to relatively 
new varieties of chambers. One of 
the most popular types of specialty 
chambers is the Hispanic chamber. 

“There are a lot of misconcep-
tions about the Hispanic chambers,” 
said Gene Jeffries, President, His-
panic Chambers: Carrollton-Farmers 
Branch and Coppell. “Some people 

think Hispanic chambers only have 
Hispanic members or that all our 
members speak Spanish. When the 
fact is that our chambers reach out 
to everybody. 

“We have Latino members who 
want to expand their markets beyond 
their Latino market. We have a lot 
of non-Latino business people who 
recognize that Latino populations are 
growing and there is a great potential 
in that market. They see our chamber 
as an excellent opportunity to grow 
their businesses within that market. 
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WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

Main Location:
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, 75061

Other Locations:

Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri   8:00 AM–5:00 PM

972-253-4200972-253-4200
www.mscitx.comwww.mscitx.com

After Hours Clinic:
No appointment necessary 
Mon-Fri 5:00 PM–9:00 PM

Sat & Sun 9:00 AM–4:00 PM 

Lab & Radiology:
Mon-Fri 7:30 AM–5:30 PM

Not available for After Hours Clinic

Valdez Clinic:
3501 N. MacArthur Blvd #400

Tuscan Cardiovascular Center:
701 Tuscan Dr #205

Las Colinas:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #250

OB/GYN:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #255

Baylor MOBI:
2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. #425
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RamblerRamblerRambler SAVE 25%
Not valid with any other o�er. Expires 2/28/13 972-745-1888

on any interior paint job 
over $1000

PAINTING & CONSTRUCTION

Coppell  ●  Las Colinas  ●  Valley Ranch

●  Irving ●

PRESENTED BY THE IRVING BLACK ARTS COUNCIL
   

At the Irving Arts Center
Main Gallery     Through Feb. 28

irvingarts

Open 7 days a week • IrvingArtsCenter.com

By Jess Paniszczyn
When 1st Lt. James Brown returned home from 

the battlefields of World War II, he jumped back into 
civilian life. He married his wife Emma, and they 
started a family. He worked for the Department of 
Veterans Affairs and later became vice president of 
Southwestern Life Insurance Company. And some-
how as the years flew by, the accolades and honors he 
earned fighting for his country failed to materialize.

During the Irving City Council meeting on Feb. 
7, 68 years after he retired from the U.S. Army, a 
95-year-old James Brown was honored by a grateful 
nation and a grateful community. 

U.S. Rep. Kenny Marchant presented Brown with 
the Purple Heart Medal, European-African-Middle 
Eastern Campaign Medal, World War II Victory 
Medal, Combat Infantryman Badge-1st Award, Expert 

Badge with Carbine Bar, and Honorable Service Lapel 
Button WWII. 

After the presentation was complete, Marchant 
explained how his staff member, John Hayes, had 
discovered information in Brown’s military records 
that indicated he also was entitled to the Bronze Star 
Medal. Hayes made another inquiry to the Depart-
ment of the Army. Upon review, the Army confirmed 
that Brown’s records entitled him to a Bronze Star 
Medal. 

Brown earned the Bronze Star for meritorious 
achievement during active ground combat against 
the enemy on Dec. 11, 1944. On that day, Brown was 
wounded in an artillery barrage on the banks of the 
Saar River on the border of France and Germany, 
resulting in amputation of his left arm.

By Amanda Casanova
The City Council voted unan-

imously Thursday to approve a 
memorandum of understanding with 
a developer to build a $90 million 
hotel next to the Irving Convention 
Center at Las Colinas. The agreement 
with Mortenson Development, Inc. is 
an initial step in the development of 
a hotel near the Convention Center – 
a request that officials and business 

leaders have had for years.
With the new hotel neighboring 

the Convention Center, City leaders 
are hoping to bring in more busi-
nesses, conferences and events that 
could spur development in the Urban 
Center.

“The Convention Center will 
be able to have bigger conventions 
where people can stay multiple days,” 

By Andrew McElwee
The Irving Black Arts Council 

kicked off this year’s Black History 
Month with The Diaspora: From 
Motherland to the Homeland. A re-
ception for the art exhibit was hosted 
at the Irving Arts Center on Feb. 2. 
Featuring a gallery of cultural por-
traits and wood carvings, the exhibit 
treats art-lovers to impressionistic 
landscapes, ethnic realism pieces 
and carvings reminiscent of African 
heritage. 

Three prominent African-Amer-

ican artists, George Cephus, Jr., 
Willie James Johnson, and Murielle 
White created the works. It’s not 
often you get to meet the masters be-
hind the masterpieces. But all three 
artists could be seen mingling about 
the reception, enjoying refreshments 
with patrons, and later engaging in a 
Q & A session.

George Cephas, Jr., originally 
from Louisiana and a graduate of 
the University of North Texas, was 
pleased to show off his realism por-

James Brown receives WWII medals during Council meeting

By Amanda Casanova
The Texas Half Marathon moved to Irving this 

year after outgrowing its location at White Rock Lake 
in Dallas. The Irving Convention Center at Las Colinas 
welcomed the event to the city on Feb. 3, drawing 
more than 1,000 runners in both the 5K and half 
marathon races.

“The Texas Half got too big for White Rock Lake,” 
said Mallory Jones-Fiske, race director and opera-
tions manager. “We were hearing complaints from 

the local businesses and the homeowners. “The trail 
around the lake is also open to the public, so we had 
no way of controlling the cyclists and other runners 
that might be along the same paths as our event.” 

The White Rock race usually draws about 1,200 
runners. In 2012, the race paired with a challenge pro-
gram and brought in 1,600 people, Jones-Fiske said. 
At the White Rock Lake location, racers sometimes 
had to avoid cyclists and walkers in the public park.

Irving City Council takes 
initial steps towards a 
convention center hotel

See CONVENTION HOTEL, Page 4

See CHAMBERS, Page 10
See MARATHON, Page 4

See BROWN, Page 6

See DIASPORA, Page 9

Even half marathons are bigger in Texas
Off to a running start, the Texas Half Marathon with more than 1,000 runners in both a 5K and half marathon begins its 
debut run through Las Colinas. / Photo by John Starkey

Styles express The Diaspora: 
From Motherland to the Homeland

Bearing the thanks 
of the nation, 
U.S. Rep. Kenny 
Marchant explains 
to a surprised 
James Brown that 
his actions and 
service during 
World War II earned 
him the Bronze Star 
Medal. Brown’s son, 
Bob, stands behind 
him during the 
presentation.
/ Photo by John Starkey

Guests walk through the Irving Arts Center exploring wood carvings, impressionistic 
landscapes and ethnic realism pieces, which comprise The Diaspora: From Motherland 
to the Homeland exhibit. / Photo by Andrew McElwee

Hispanic Chambers benefit 
businesses and consumers
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n February 9 at 8 p.m.
The Texas Tenors perform
The Irving Symphony Orchestra 
presents The Texas Tenors – Voted 
as “America’s Got Talent” #1 vocal 
group, the Texas Tenors will perform 
with the entire Orchestra at Carpen-
ter Hall at the Irving Arts Center, 
3333 N. MacArthur Blvd. Tickets are 
on sale at the Irving Arts Center Box 
Office, 972-252-ARTS. 

n February 10 from 2-4 p.m.
Heritage Society Valentine Tea 
Enjoy time for tea at the 100 year old 
Heritage House, 303 South O’Connor 
Rd. The annual tea is a re-creation 
of a 1914 housewarming party with 
a Valentine theme. The public is in-
vited to attend. For more information 
call 972-252-3838.

n February 12
Irving Day in Austin, TX
Join the Irving-Las Colinas Cham-
ber of Commerce for Irving Day in 
Austin. Be a part of a special event 
to recognize the City of Irving on 
the floor of the State Capitol, share 
Irving’s accomplishments, make 
your voice heard, and celebrate Irving 
with State Legislators. The overnight 
package is $450 per attendee or a day 
trip package for $200 per attendee. 
Tickets available exclusively online 
at local.irvingchamber.com/events. 
For more information, contact Joy 
Goodrum at 972-822-8820.

n February 12 from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
Sudden Cardiac Arrest
Learn the basics of Sudden Cardiac 
Arrest prevention and treatment at 
a free seminar in the auditorium, at 

The Heart Hospital Baylor Plano Au-
ditorium, 1100 Allied Dr. , Plano, TX
To register ,  p lease  contact 
1.800.4BAYLOR.
 
n February 13 at 5 p.m.
DART Public Meeting
Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART) 
will hold a public meeting on Phase 
II of its Downtown Dallas Transit 
Improvements Study (D2). The study 
considers alignments for a second 
light rail line through downtown 
Dallas. The meeting will be held at 
DART Headquarters, 1401 Pacific 
Avenue, Dallas 75202 (at Akard Sta-
tion), and will begin with an open 
house at 5 p.m. followed by a formal 
presentation at 6 p.m. For more in-
formation call Michelle Releford at 
214-320-4485

n February 14 
“Luv Thy Neighbor” 
Heritage Senior Center (HSC) and its 
Advisory Council will host a Valen-
tine’s event called Luv Thy Neighbor. 
HSC and its members will present 
donations they have collected to the 
VA, and Ashford Hall. There will 
be entertainment and light refresh-
ments. This is a different way to cel-
ebrate Valentines, showing caring for 
the community. If you are interested 
in supporting their efforts or want 
more information on the event, call 
972-721-2496.
 
n February 15 at 10 a.m. 
South Irving Library Ground Breaking
Irving Public Library will break 
ground on the new 52,570 square 
foot South Irving Library at 601 
Schulze Drive. The two-story cutting-

edge library located in the Heritage 
Crossing District at the corner of 
Second Street and Sowers Road will 
feature state-of-the-art technology 
such as special dimming glass and 
geothermal wells for energy conser-
vation. The library is scheduled for 
completion in May 2014.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Animal Services Mgr. Fred Sanderson
fsanderson@cityofirving.org 
(972) 721-2256

Did you know the City of Irving’s 
Animal Services Advisory Committee 
has drafted a revision 
to city law that would 
severely limit the 
number of chickens 
that may be kept 
on residential property?

“Yikes!”

Public meetings will be held in the coming months 
to gather input on the proposed ordinance change. 
Until then, voice any concerns you may have to these 
city o�cials:

Chicken  Keepers!

Code Enforcement Director Teresa Adrian
tadrian@cityofirving.org
(972) 721-2320

Link Auto Service
Domestic & Asian Vehicle Specialist

 ◆ Since 1981
 ◆ Locally Owned & Operated
◆ ASE Master Certified Technician

Our services are listed 
on our newly designed website: 
www.Linkautoservice.com
or call 972-790-8208
313 North Belt Line Rd.
Irving, TX 75061

All Makes and Models
Collision Repair &

Refinishing Specialists

972-438-8525404 Mavis, Irving Texas 75061

GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP
INSURANCE CLAIMS WELCOMED

AIRPORT FRWY (183)

PIONEER
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Keep Irving Beautiful Coordina-
tor Rick Hose and staff member Julie 
Schmitt recently attended the an-
nual Keep America Beautiful (KAB) 
National Conference in Washington, 
D.C. Approximately 500 attendees 
from affiliates across the country 
were there to help KAB celebrate its 
60th anniversary. 

Keep Irving Beautiful (KIB) was 
honored with a 2nd place Affiliate 
Award in the largest population cat-
egory of 200,000+. 

The award acknowledges KIB’s 
outstanding efforts in community 
greening programs, including the 
focus areas of Litter Prevention, 

Waste Reduction/Recycling and 
Beautification, during the 12-month 
period from July 1, 2011 through 
June 30, 2012. 

“It is my privilege to honor Keep 
Irving Beautiful and celebrate its 
dedication in engaging volunteers 
to make its community flourish,” 
said Matthew McKenna, president 
and CEO of Keep America Beautiful. 
“Award-winning affiliates, such as 
Keep Irving Beautiful, serve as a great 
inspiration in our national effort to 
keep America beautiful.”

Board President Scott Wilson 
had this to say about the award. 
“I am proud to be associated with 

an organization like Keep Irving 
Beautiful that educates and encour-
ages individuals to make simple daily 
choices and to participate in volun-
teer activities that improve their local 
environment. We were competing 

against award-winning affiliates from 
the largest cities in the country for 
this honor, and it acknowledges the 
year-round efforts of our volunteers, 
partners and staff.”

Source: Keep Irving Beautiful

Irving Cares received an $8,000 grant from Bank of 
America to purchase foods not donated, perishable items 
such as milk, eggs and meat. 

“Donated cash goes three times further at Irving 
Cares due to our procurement relationships with our 
vendors,” said Kyle Taylor, Food Pantry Supervisor and 
Coordinator of Volunteers.

In a recent survey of food pantry clients: 100 percent 
said they were treated with dignity and respect; 100 per-
cent said their order contained useful items; 95 percent 
said in the last 12 months they worried about having 

enough food; 68 percent said they didn’t eat because there 
wasn’t enough money for food, and 94 percent indicated 
the Pantry was ‘very helpful’ in preventing hunger in their 
household.

“Bank of America has been a good friend to Irving 
Cares for many years,” Teddie Story, Irving Cares CEO, 
said. “This grant could not have come at a better time. 
The summer was brutal in terms of requests for services 
through the Food Pantry, and this investment will defi-
nitely help us with those increased expenses.”

Source: Irving Cares

Irving honored at Keep America Beautiful Conference

Irving Cares receives “critical needs” grant for food

10 to 11:30 a.m.
Thursday, Feb. 14

Join us on Valentines Day to give much needed 
items to our neighbors at Ashford Hall and 

Veterans Affairs. Enjoy a Valentines treat 
while watching a show on our big screen.

Items Needed: 
Lap Blankets, Throws, Afghans (Items can be gently used) 

Toothpaste, Toothbrushes, Travel size toiletries

You are never too old to play! 
Come play with us at Heritage Senior Center

New Times

11 a.m. to 11 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 23

$7 a session or $10 both sessions

You Provide: 
Pictures and Supplies 
Your own drinks 
A snack to share

We Provide: 
A chair and table 
Sizzix Die Cuts 
20 Pair of Shape Scissors

Bring your imagination and your sense of adventure; 
create some beautiful pages.

Heritage Senior Center | 200 S. Jefferson St. Irving, TX 75060 (972) 721-2496 | www.cityofirving.org

Looking beautiful, Rick Hose and Julie 
Schmitt receive the 2nd place Affiliate 
Award in the largest population category 
of 200,000+ on behalf of Keep Irving 
Beautiful presented by Matthew McKenna 
(middle). / Courtesy photo 

972-579-1155
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The Irving Convention and 
Visitors Bureau (ICVB) announces 
the Irving Convention Center at Las 
Colinas (ICCLC) project as the 5th 
convention center in the country 
to achieve LEED® Silver certified 
by the U.S. Green Building Coun-
cil (USGBC) and verified by the 
Green Building Certification Insti-
tute (GBCI). LEED is the nation’s 
preeminent program for the design, 
construction and operation of high 
performance green buildings.

“We had a distinct opportunity 
with the design and construction of 
the ICCLC to create a new icon for the 
destination that would set a standard, 
for sustainability as well as for a new 
category of gathering places,” said 
Maura Allen Gast, ICVB executive 
director. “The building’s success in 
its first two years of hosting nearly 
500 events is even further magnified 
by the achievement of LEED Silver, 
and I am thrilled.”

ICCLC achieved LEED certifica-
tion for energy use, lighting, water 
and material use, as well as incorpo-
rating a variety of other sustainable 
strategies.

By using less energy and water, 
the ICCLC saves money for families, 
businesses and taxpayers; reduces 
greenhouse gas emissions; and con-
tributes to a healthier environment 
for residents, workers, and the larger 
community.

“Good design is green,” said 
Barbara Hillier, said ICCLC project 
principal design architect, now with 
Hillier Studio. “Buildings have im-
pact on the land and the local ecol-
ogy that have to be managed and, 
in the best case, optimized through 
the cogency of creative architectural 
solutions.”

“ICCLC’s LEED certification at 
the Silver level demonstrates tremen-
dous green building leadership,” said 

Rick Fedrizzi, president, CEO and 
founding chair, U.S. Green Building 
Council. “The urgency of USGBC’s 
mission has challenged the industry 
to move faster and reach further than 
ever before, and ICCLC serves as a 
prime example with just how much 
we can accomplish. With each new 
LEED-certified building, we get one 
step closer to USGBC’s vision of a 
sustainably built environment within 
a generation. As the newest member 
of the LEED family of green build-
ings, ICCLC is an important addition 
to the growing strength of the green 
building movement.”

LEED certification of ICCLC was 
based on a number of green design 
and construction features that posi-
tively impact the project itself and the 
broader community:

From an operational standpoint, 
the “stacked” building gains efficien-
cies with its heating, ventilation and 
air conditioning (HVAC) systems, 
translating into a more energy-
efficient structure. The vertical plan 
also meant a smaller footprint of land 
was needed.

Center operations use water 
from nearby Lake Carolyn for irriga-
tion, and for the building’s “gray-
water” systems, which account for 
nearly 90 percent of its water use, 
saving 18.9 million gallons of water 
annually.

Nearly 90 percent of the facil-
ity’s light fixtures are dimmable and 
programmable.

The copper exterior is more 
than just a design element. The no-
maintenance material translates into 
lower costs for the center, eliminating 
the need for painting every few years 
to maintain its appearance.

Perforations in the copper skin 
also provide an important role for 
energy efficiency, providing built-in 
shade while using the natural cur-

rents of the wind to create a cushion 
of cooling air between it and the 
building, decreasing the need for 
air-conditioning while in essence, 
shading itself.

The trusses of the massive 4000-
ton steel structure were designed so 
that they could be sourced domesti-
cally; much of the steel came from 
recycled sources nearby in North 
Texas and Oklahoma. 

Nearly 90 percent of the con-
struction waste was diverted or re-
cycled, including more than 50,000 
cubic yards of dirt which was re-
purposed nearby for a lakefront 
reclamation project.

An integrated garage helps to re-
duce the amount of asphalt required 
for surface parking common to more 
institutionally-designed facilities.

“It was very important to Irving 
that the Convention Center be de-
signed and built to high environmen-
tal standards,” said Tom Meehan, 

general manager of the ICCLC. “It 
is even more important to the City, 
and to all of us, that we now operate 
the building with a continued com-
mitment and focus on sustainability.”

In 2012 alone, the ICCLC’s green 

initiatives resulted in a cardboard 
diversion of 47,810 pounds, and a 
mixed recyclable diversion of 20,460 
pounds, equivalent to approximately 
130,944 20-ounce plastic bottles.

Source: City of Irving

$69* D.I.V.O.R.C.E 
 

CRIMINAL DEFENSE 
● DWI / Suspended License 
● All Warrants 
● 24 Hour Jail Release 
● Occupational License 
● Protective Order 
● Misdemeanor / Felony Cases 

FAMILY LAW 
● Divorce / Annulment 
● Child Support / Paternity 
● Custody Modification 
● Restraining Order 
● Protective Order 
● Name Change / Adoption 
● Domestic Violence 

 
Easy Payment Plans 
Law Offices of Vincent Ndukwe 
2730 N. Stemmons Frwy 
#409, Dallas 75207 

214-638-5930 

Open Saturdays  
and Sundays 

1420 N. Cooper St., #112 
Arlington, TX 76010 

817-277-0196 
 

866-446-1400 
 

*Fees quoted above are minimum down payment needed to begin processing your case, if you qualify.  Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. 

Juvenile Cases 
Child  Protective 

Services/CPS 

Se Habla Espanol 
 

RamblerSubscribe to the  
214-676-1145 / tammyp@irvingrambler.com

Gerald Edelman, M.D., Ph.D.

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 350, Irving, TX 75061

Accepts most Health Plans 
including Medicare 972-253-4245

Specialist in Oncology and Hematology
✦ Graduated from the University of Colorado School of Medicine
✦ Board Certified by the American Board of Internal Medicine 
with a subspecialty in Medical Oncology
✦ Principal Investigator at the Mary Crowley Medical Research Center
✦ Has served the Irving Community since 1991

Joins the Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving!

Jump start
Students at Austin 
Elementary in Coppell show 
their support to lifesaving 
heart and stroke research by 
participating in the American 
Heart Association Jump Rope 
for Heart, a program that 
teaches students how to take 
care of their hearts through 
physical activity. Leading up 
to the event, students studied 
the function of a heart 
and heart-healthy habits. 
Through Jump Rope for Heart, 
students helped raise money 
for research and educational 
programs while learning 
more about physical fitness. 
/ Photos by Kimberly Case

The Irving Police Department is currently investigat-
ing what appears to be a murder/suicide that occurred 
Feb 3. At approximately 12:49 p.m., the Irving Police 
Department responded to the 1800 block of Jordan Court 
for a report of a suspicious circumstance. 

A resident reported that a neighbor had asked him 
to watch his five-year-old child, left the child with him 
and then walked back home. The resident became con-
cerned and called police. Officers attempted to contact 
the neighbor but there was no answer at the front door. 
Officers went to the back of the house and were able to 
look through a window and saw a male lying on the floor 
suffering from an injury. 

Officers made entry into the house in order to assist 
the male who was suffering from an apparent self inflicted 
gunshot wound. A protective sweep of the house revealed 

a deceased female with multiple gunshot wounds. The 
male was transported to an area hospital where he was 
later pronounced deceased.

Based on the initial investigation, this appears to be a 
murder/suicide. There is nothing to indicate otherwise at 
this time. A note was left by the male and family members 
were aware of ongoing marital problems. 

The five-year-old child was released into the custody 
of CPS. Next of kin has been notified but live out of state. 
The investigation is in its early stages; therefore, details 
are limited.

The male has been identified as 44-year-old Luke 
Sy Dinh of Irving. The female has been identified as 
27-year-old Ha Thi Nguyen of Irving. The name of the 
five-year-old is not being released.

Source: Irving Police Department

Daniel Oberlender, 45, a former 
choir teacher at Cross Timbers Mid-
dle School in Grapevine, TX, pleaded 
guilty in federal court Jan. 24 to a 
criminal information charging one 
count of distribution of child pornog-
raphy. He faces a maximum statutory 
penalty of not less than five years, or 
more than 20 years, in federal prison, 
a lifetime of supervised release and 
a $250,000 fine. Sentencing is set 
for June 20, 2013, before U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Reed C. O’Connor. The 
announcement was made by U.S. 
Attorney Sarah R. Saldaña of the 
Northern District of Texas.

Oberlender has been in federal 
custody since Dec. 20, 2012, when 
he was arrested on a federal criminal 
complaint that was filed after law en-
forcement executed a search warrant 
at his residence in Grapevine on Dec. 
18,. According to documents filed in 

the case, Oberlender used his Apple 
Macbook computer to connect to the 
Internet and use Skype software to 
share a video file depicting a minor 
engaged in sexually explicit conduct.

Specifically, according to the 
factual resume filed in the case, on 
Aug. 5, 2012, Oberlender used Skype 
to communicate with a person known 
as “DJH.” During that communica-
tion, Oberlender permitted DJH to 
remotely view the entire contents 
of his computer screen. Oberlender 
then began playing a video file, view-
able by DJH, that depicted an adult 
male and a minor male engaged in 
sexually explicit conduct. DJH, who 
was located in Dallas, used Evaer 
software to capture and record the 
contents of Oberlender’s computer 
screen, to include the transmission 
of the video.

This case was brought as part of 

Project Safe Childhood, a nationwide 
initiative launched in May 2006 by 
the Department of Justice to combat 
the growing epidemic of child sexual 
exploitation and abuse. Led by U.S. 
Attorneys’ Offices and the Criminal 
Division’s Child Exploitation and 
Obscenity Section, Project Safe 
Childhood marshals federal, state, 
and local resources to better locate, 
apprehend, and prosecute individu-
als who sexually exploit children and 
to identify and rescue victims. For 
more information about Project Safe 
Childhood, please visit www.justice.
gov/psc. For more information about 
Internet safety education, please visit 
www.justice.gov/psc/ and click on 
the tab “Resources.”

Assistant U.S. Attorney Aisha 
Saleem is in charge of the prosecu-
tion.

Source: Federal Bureau of Investigation

Irving police investigate apparent murder/suicide

Former middle school teacher pleads guilty to child pornography

Irving Convention Center awarded green building certification
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EMPLOYMENT

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
tammyp@irvingrambler.com 

RamblerSubscribe 
to the  

214-676-1145 / tammyp@irvingrambler.com

REPORTER WANTED
 The Rambler NewsPapers has a general assignment 
reporter opening. We are seeking a versatile, experienced 
reporter who enjoys gathering information on newsworthy 
events and can write, produce and present fair, accurate 
and unbiased news stories about the people, events and 
businesses in the community as assigned.
 We are looking for a self-starter with ideas and the 
drive to get them done. Individuals must be able to type, 
use a computer and be able to read, write and speak 
English. Successful candidate will have a commitment to 
quality; good organization and time management skills; 
and knowledge of the Internet. Must be motivated, creative 
and collaborative; able to take direction but also exhibit 
a high degree of self management; and able to respond 
quickly to opportunities as they arise. Candidates should 
have good writing, researching and interviewing skills and 
a good understanding of proper grammar, spelling and 
punctuation. 
 Possession of a valid driver’s license and access to 
transportation is also necessary. Photography experience 
preferred but not necessary. Hours will vary.
 Please send letter of introduction to Irving@
IrvingRambler.com.

Irving slab leak detection 
and repair company 
seeks apprentice. 

Clean driving record, background 
check and drug test required.  

Call 972-399-0061

Visalakshi Rao Vallury, M.D., Ph.D.

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in Family Practice
✦ University of Illinois College of Medicine 
James Scholar Program for Independent Study

✦ Mt. Sinai Family Practice Residency of Chicago, Illinois
Department of Family Medicine and Community Health

✦ Board Certified, American Academy of Family Physicians

✦ Fluent in English and Telugu

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Suite 325 Irving TX 75061

972-253-4343Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

Rambler
Subscribe to the  

214-676-1145

Property Maintenance position                             
available in Irving.

We are looking for a self-motivated
individual who has an eye for detail and 
ready for some hard but rewarding work, 

2 years experience preferred.  
Please call 817-295-7494.

Councilman Brad LaMorgese said. “If 
you look at this hotel, what do people 
like to do when they go to conven-
tions? They like to go out to eat, and 
I think with this, some of the pieces 
of the puzzle are coming together to 
get Las Colinas where people want it.”

The hotel will be either a Marri-
ott or Starwood and will have at least 
350 rooms and 20,000 square feet of 
meeting space. Under the agreement, 
the City would spend $9 million 
to build a parking garage and sky 
bridge. In return, the hotel would be 
eligible for city and state tax rebates, 
according to City Manager Tommy 
Gonzalez.

The City Council reviewed four 
proposals from developers in execu-
tive session.

“The (proposal) was the best 
in terms of overall what we wanted 
and what they were willing to do,” 
Gonzalez said.

The City Council still has to vote 
on a final contract with Minneapolis-

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS - PROPOSED ZONING CHANGES 
CITY OF IRVING PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

AND CITY COUNCIL

Public hearings are held to consider applications for amendments to the Comprehensive 
Zoning Ordinance and the Official Zoning Map of the City of Irving, Texas for the properties 
described herein:

LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas
Planning & Zoning Commission:  Monday, February 18, 2013, 7 p.m. 
City Council: Thursday, March 21, 2013, 7 p.m.

ZONING CASE ZC12-0026:  Approx. 1.17 acres at 2420 E. Airport Freeway
The request is to rezone the property from S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) for Hotel and Related uses 
to S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) for Hotel and Related uses.

ZONING CASE ZC12-0033:  Approx. 0.85 acres at 1845 E. Northgate Drive
The request is to rezone the property from S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for University and 
Related uses, and S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) for R-AB (Restaurant with the Accessory Use 
of Selling Alcoholic Beverages for On-Premise Consumption), to S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) 
for R-AB (Res-taurant with the Accessory Use of Selling Alcoholic Beverages for On-Premise 
Consumption) uses to allow the sale of alcoholic beverages for on-premises consumption with 
a variance to the distance separation requirements from a public or private school.

All interested persons are encouraged to attend the public hearings and express their opinions 
on the zoning change request.  Written response for the record may also be submitted to: 

City of Irving – Dept. of Develop-ment Services, 825 W. Irving Blvd., 
Irving, TX 75060.

The application is on file for public review in Department of Development Services at the ad-
dress listed above during normal business hours.  For additional information, please contact the 
Department at 972-721-2424.  Please reference the case number when requesting information.

This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible parking spaces are available. Requests for 
interpretation services or assistive hearing devices must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. 
Contact the City Secretary’s Office at (972) 721-2493 for assistance.

City of Irving
Notice of Public Sale of

Abandoned Motor Vehicles
Notice is hereby given pursuant to the City of 
Irving Ordinances, Numbers 1126, 1458 and 
1969 that abandoned motor vehicles will be 
sold at a public auction on February 28th at 
10:00 a.m. The public auction will be held at 
the Municipal Auto Pound at 401 Valley View 
Ln. Irving, Texas.

Auction Date:
February 28, 2013

Telephone Number 972-721-2631
Fax Number 972-721-2568
http://cityofirving.org/purchasing/auctions.html

For the 11th edition of the event, 
the Irving race featured a flat, fast 
course and the half marathon only 
boasted 12 turns throughout the 13.1 
mile course.

“Irving is very helpful and has 
beautiful roads, neighborhoods and 
trails,” Jones-Fiske said.  “It makes 
it very easy to create a winning event 
in town.”

Racers agreed.
“I had an amazing experience,” 

said Carla Leyva, who ran the 5K 
race. “The location was perfect. It was 
clean and big enough to host all run-

ners without feeling too crowded. It 
also helped that the waiting area was 
indoors, because it was pretty chilly 
outside. Two thumbs up for garage 
parking, because it was easy to find 
and near the main event. 

“It was also very well organized,” 
she added. “The organizers, volun-
teers and police officers were on point 
and nice throughout the race. I did 
not run the half-marathon but after 
that day, I’m considering doing the 
half next year.”

For Marsha Escobar, the half 
marathon course was one of her 
favorites she’s competed in.

“I really enjoyed the new course 
and is probably one of the most en-

ClubCorp, announced that the 
2012 ClubCorp Charity Classic, the 
company’s major annual philan-
thropic open-house event, raised a 
record-breaking $2.07 million for 
a variety of charities throughout 
the U.S. 

Nearly 14,000 individuals at 126 
ClubCorp properties attended a vari-
ety of fundraising events and activi-
ties that included more than 100 golf 
and tennis tournaments and events, 
and dozens of formal and informal 
dinners, concerts, swim-a-thons, chef 
competitions, cookouts and auctions 
at clubs throughout the country. 

Three DFW-area clubs were 
among the company’s top 10 in total 
dollars raised, including Gleneagles 
Country Club ($72,294), Walnut 
Creek Country Club ($53,854) and 
La Cima Club ($42,369). In all, area 
clubs raised $390,098.

During the annual Charity Clas-
sic events, private clubs within the 
ClubCorp family of clubs open their 
doors to the general public and com-
munities to support many important 
causes. The Charity Classic also in-
cludes an online auction that offers, 
among other things, international 
and national getaways, golf packages, 
dining experiences, and art. 

Since its inception in 2007, 
ClubCorp’s Charity Classic has raised 
more than $10 million benefitting 
charities including MDA’s Augie’s 

Quest, Susan G. Komen for the Cure, 
Boys and Girls Clubs, Make-a-Wish 
Foundation and the Employee Part-
ners Care Foundation.

“I am extremely proud that 
we raised a record-breaking $2.07 
million during this year’s Char-
ity Classic – an amazing 25 percent 
increase over last year – and would 
like to thank our clubs, members, 
employees and sponsors, who have 
come together with their communi-
ties to support so many great causes,” 
said Eric Affeldt, ClubCorp president 
and CEO. “This initiative has always 
been close to my heart and is a strong 
reflection of ClubCorp’s commit-
ment to Building Relationships and 
Enriching Lives.”

“I’m extremely grateful for the 
continued support from the Club-
Corp family,” said Augie Nieto, chief 
inspiration officer, Augie’s Quest, and 
co-chair of MDA’s ALS division. “The 
long-term partnership has allowed 
us to meet exciting research mile-
stones. In 2012, we discovered and 
are set to launch a Phase 2A clinical 
trial of Gilenya in ALS Patients. We 
also expanded the research institute 
at ALS TDI, tripling the size of our 
in vivo drug screening capabilities. 
I see 2013 as a year of momentum 
and hope for ALS families thanks to 
the dedication of ClubCorp and the 
members and employees.”

Source: ClubCorp 

The City of Irving has returned 
to its standard water management 
plan with the adoption of voluntary 
Stage 1 irrigation restrictions. Effec-
tive immediately, Irving water cus-
tomers are encouraged to conserve 
water by adhering to the following 
Stage 1 watering restrictions:

Irrigate landscaped areas no 
more than twice-weekly and not be-
tween the hours of 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Addresses with even numbers 
are asked to water on Tuesdays and 
Saturdays only.

Addresses with odd numbers are 
asked to water on Wednesdays and 
Sundays only.

A hand-held garden hose with a 
positive shutoff nozzle, soaker hose, 
bucket or drip irrigation system can 

be used at any time.
Water customers are encour-

aged to practice water conservation 
and to minimize or discontinue water 
use for non-essential purposes.

“It is especially important that 
residents and businesses remain 
water-conscious even in the winter 
months, and heed the advice of 
experts who suggest that watering 
only once every two or three weeks 
is enough to maintain healthy and 
vibrant lawns,” said Water Utilities 
Director Todd Reck. “More frequent 
watering is not necessary until a 
lawn moves out of its dormant stage. 
Adoption of the Stage 1 watering re-
strictions continues Irving’s ongoing 
efforts to collaborate with residents 
and businesses to conserve water.”

All automated irrigation systems 
are required to have a properly func-
tioning rain/freeze sensor installed. 
In addition to misdirected spray 
heads and runoff that is allowed to 
pool, watering during any form of 
precipitation or freezing tempera-
tures is against city ordinance. 

City staff will be on the lookout 
for malfunctioning irrigation sys-
tems that violate the city’s irrigation 
ordinance. 

Violators will receive citations 
and are subject to fines of up to 
$2,000 per offense. For more in-
formation, visit cityofirving.org, 
locate the “Departments” tab and 
select “Water Utilities;” or call (972) 
721-2281.

Source: City of Irving

Early in the morning, runners make their way through Las Colinas with the Texas Half Marathon. / Photo by John Starkey

ClubCorp charity raises $2 million

Marathon 
Continued from Page 1

Convention hotel
Continued from Page 1

Stage 1 watering restrictions now in effect for Irving

joyable halves I’ve participated in,” 
Marsha Escobar said. “The course 
was scenic, beautiful and clean. Great 
turn out. My friends and I were say-
ing that this was probably the most 
enjoyable courses we’ve run.

“I’ll probably do The Texas Half 
every year if they keep the course 
beautiful, flat and clean.”

Escobar finished the 13.1 mile 
race in 1 hour and 52 minutes.

In the Half Marathon event, 
Kevin Lyons, a 27-year-old finished 
first overall with a time of 1 hour and 
13 minutes. 

Annette Fuhr, a 52-year-old, was 
the first female to cross the finish line 
with a time of 1 hour and 29 minutes.

based Mortenson Development. Ne-
gotiations could take up to 90 days.

If approved, groundbreaking on 
the hotel could be as early as Decem-
ber with the hotel finished by 2015.

The Las Colinas-Irving Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau committee 
has also voiced support of the deal, 
Council member Roy Santoscoy said.

The hotel was originally con-
ceived as an asset for an entertain-
ment center, which was to also be 
built near the Convention Center. 
However, the entertainment center 
project stalled in the fall when the 
City Council voted down a resolu-
tion to extend negotiations with the 
project’s developer.

Parts of a lawsuit filed by Las 
Colinas Group shortly after the vote 
have since been dismissed.

Home delivery
carrier needed

Seeking an energetic and 
self-motivated individual. 

Requirements: 
• Reliable Transportation

• Valid Driver’s License
• Current Auto insurance

• Good Driving Record
• Positive attitude with 

willingness to learn
• Basic computer skills

$20 per hour earning potential. 

Call Tammy Pompa 
at 214-676-1145 

for more information.
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By Amanda Casanova
City leaders are hoping the sale 

of about 20 acres of residential land 
in the Heritage Crossing will spur de-
velopment in the downtown district 
and give life to a long dormant plan 
to revitalize the area.

The City Council voted unani-
mously on Thursday to begin taking 
bids on the sale of 20 acres of land. 

“It’s been a long time in the 
making,” Council member Rose Can-
naday said. “This is really exciting 
that we are taking a step forward.”

The Council’s vote also puts up a 
commercial building at 222 E. Irving 
Blvd. for sale, which will be offered 
on the market separately from the 
residential property. The residential 

property will be sold in “packages,” 
and not as a whole to a single de-
veloper, said Doug Janeway, chief 
development officer for the City’s real 
estate and development department.

The City Council would still have 
to approve the sales at later Council 
meetings.

The intention is for developers 
to snap up the property and build 
new townhomes and single family 
houses - something citizens have long 
asked for.

“This has opened up the lines of 
communication,” Council member 
Michael Gallaway said. “I think that’s 
one of the biggest things the Heritage 
Crossing has suffered from. I want to 
thank the neighborhood association 

for hanging in there with us.
“We’re down that road and 

hopefully we’re going to see some-
thing very productive in the down-
town area,” he said.

The Council’s action is the latest 
in an effort to redevelop and trans-
form the Heritage Crossing district, 
but it isn’t the first time a project has 
promised change. In 2008, developer 
Delbert McDougal released plans to 
gut Heritage Crossing and revamp it 
with new offices, parking garages and 
apartments.

But the plan never gained trac-
tion or support from the public, and 
last year, the City stopped work with 
the developer.

In November, the Council hired 

consulting firm Gateway Planning to 
come up with a new redevelopment 
plan. Its first public meeting drew 
about 100 people where Gateway ex-
ecutives spent more than two hours 
discussing possible improvements 
to the area.

Gateway Planning will present 
its recommendations to the City 

Council on Feb. 28.
“This is to get some of the devel-

opment underway that the Council 
and community have been asking 
for,” City Manager Tommy Gonzalez 
said. 

“Obviously the community and 
this Council are very ready for some 
development.”

Irving ISD Director of Fine Arts 
& Enrichment Jeremy Earnhart 
served as an adjudicator and produc-
tion assistant at the Allstate Sugar 
Bowl in New Orleans, LA over the 
winter break. Earnhardt conducted a 
massed band half-time performance 
that consisted of over 1,500 students. 
In conjunction with Bowl Games 
of America, Worldstrides Heritage 
Performance extended an invitation 
for Earnhart to evaluate high school 
groups from across the country who 
participated in a contest.

Source: Irving ISD

Coppell ISD boosts 
over 11,000 students

Coppell ISD’s student enrollment officially exceeded 
11,000 for the first time in the district’s history. As of Jan. 
15, according to Sid Grant, Assistant Superintendent for 
Business & Support Services, CISD’s enrollment was of-
ficially reported as 11,044. That number reflects 418 more 
students than were enrolled on the last day of the 2011-12 
school year and a net of 77 additional students since the 
end of September 2012.

According to Grant, the district’s enrollment growth 
during the past few years has been steady. Four factors 
identified as contributors to the student increases in 
CISD include 1) a downturn in the economy resulting in 
combined households, 2) the decreased job market, 3) 
a “land-grab” in Coppell for the development of small 
residential communities, and 4) continued development 
and growth in the southern sector of the district (where 
available land exists). 

The CISD Board of Trustees will continue to hold 
Special Meetings as they study the committee’s recommen-
dations. On Feb. 25, the Board will consider calling a May 
11 Bond election during their Regular Monthly Meeting. 

Source: Coppell ISD

Two Trojan wrestlers 
named Regional Qualifiers

The Newman Smith High School Wrestling 
Team participated in the District 8 Championships 
on Feb. 4. The top four in the district qualified for 
the Regional Championships Feb. 9-10. 

Seven Trojan wrestlers, the 5-member girls’ 
team and 2 from the boys’ team took the all district 
title. Victoria Contreras placed 4th at 119lbs, Emoni 
Lynch placed 4th at 128lbs, Michailah Beaudot 
placed 4th at 148lbs, Janvier Hebert placed 4th at 
185lbs, and Lanna Bachega placed 2nd at 215lbs. 
Joseph Hernandez placed 6th at 106lbs, Nicholas 
Rosales became a Regional Qualifier while placing 
4th at 113lbs, David Ipina took 6th at 120lbs, Ari 
Dinsmore took 6th at 132lbs, Auston Lewis took 
6th at 152lbs, Edgar Rangel took 6th at 160lbs, and 
Gerrot Winters placed 2nd at 285lbs while being 
named a Regional Qualifier. 

Winters took down the number one ranked 
wrester in the state from Frisco 3 times, putting 
him to his back. This was the first defeat Frisco 285 
pounder during the school year.

Source: CFB ISD

RHS Wolves snag 42 first division medals 
at UIL Solo & Ensemble Competition

The Ranchview High School Band sent 53 soloists and ensembles 
to the UIL Solo and Ensemble Competition in Frisco on Feb. 2. The 
Wolves took 42 first division medals at the competition. Additionally, 
3 soloists and 2 ensembles qualified to advance to the State Solo and 
Ensemble Competition in Austin in May. 

The Wolves heading to the State level are: Min Kang, Sean Kelly, 
Kazuomi Motoike, JiMin Chun, Grayson Parks, and Amanda Keene.

Source: CFB ISD

A 54-year-old Carrollton man 
has been sentenced to federal prison 
for a counterfeiting conspiracy, an-
nounced U.S. Attorney John M. Bales 
on Jan. 29.

Shiraz Sherali Odhwani pleaded 
guilty on Sep. 9, 2011, to conspiracy 
to traffic in counterfeit goods and 
was sentenced to 36 months in fed-
eral prison by United States District 
Judge Michael H. Schneider. Odh-
wani was also ordered to pay restitu-
tion in the amount of $950,000.

According to information pre-
sented in court, Odhwani owns and 
operates a company known as Turtle 

Wireless, a wholesale outlet and retail 
point of sale for cellular telephones 
and wireless device accessories lo-
cated in Dallas. In or about 2008, 
Turtle Wireless began selling coun-
terfeit cellular telephone accessories 
purchased from suppliers in China. 
Through Turtle Wireless, Odhwani 
then sold the counterfeit products to 
retailers within the Eastern District 
of Texas and elsewhere. In connec-
tion with this case, law enforcement 
officials seized more than 130,000 
counterfeit items from Odhwani’s 
store and leased storage space. 

Source: Federal Bureau of Investigation

The CHS Cheerleading team won the National Championship in the JV/Freshman 
Novice division along with “Best Use of Tumbling,” as well as 2nd place in the Advanced 
Medium High School division with “Best Use of Tumbling and Superior Showmanship.” 
/ Source: Coppell ISD

Council votes to sell City owned land in Heritage Crossing

Earnhart continues to serve

Carrollton man sentenced for selling 
counterfeit cell phone accessories
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The Bronze Star Medal awarded 
to Brown on Nov. 12, 2012, 67 years 
after he sacrificed so much for his 
country. This final honor was kept 
secret from Mr. Brown until its for-
mal presentation during the meeting.  

“I think it is very nice of Mr. 
Marchant to get all the medals to-
gether for me,” Brown said. “I am 
delighted he has done that, because 
when you come back, you don’t really 
check all the medals that you might 
be eligible for.

“One of the main things I’ve 
been remembering from World War 
II was the night I was wounded. I 
lost my left arm and two fingers off 
my right hand. I made up my mind 
at that time that this had happened 
and it was done; I needed to make the 
best of it and go on with my life. That 
is the philosophy I have followed all 
the way through just doing the best 
I can. There are a few things you just 
can’t do, but you’d be surprised how 
much you can do even though you 
only have one arm.

“I appreciate the medals. It was 
my privilege and honor to serve my 
country in World War II.”

Emma stood beside her hus-
band throughout the presentation 
ceremony.

“I think the presentation of these 
medals is a wonderful thing,” Emma 
said. “He deserves it. I am very proud 
of him.

“We are very fortunate, because 
he is still here to enjoy all of this. It 
means a lot to both of us. I think all 
the World War II guys need it. They 
are going so fast, and it is going to get 
away from us.”

A visit to the district office of 
U.S. Rep. Kenny Marchant initiated 
the process of Brown receiving his 
military honors. Last October, Brown 
participated in the Veterans’ History 

Project, a program established by the 
Library of Congress to collect video 
recordings of veterans sharing their 
memories of their military service. 
While at the office, Brown also filled 
out the paperwork to inquire about 
his entitlements to military awards 
and decorations.

If you are a veteran or if you 
know a veteran who might benefit 
from these programs, please contact 
John Hayes with Rep. Kenny March-
ant’s office by calling 972-556-0162.

Contains information provided 
by the City of Irving.

Arrangements by 
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home, 

972-254-4242
Elmer A. Basket, Jr.  87  

April 25, 1925 – February 4, 2013
William “Bill” Wingo  83  

September 9, 1929 – February 6, 2013
 Juan Uvalle Lopez  62

 November 27, 1950 – February 4, 2013  

Arrangements made by 
Chism-Smith Funeral Home, 

972-259-7644
Rosa Maria Briones, 44 

July 18, 1967 – February 5, 2013
 

Arrangements made by 
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home, 

972-579-1313
William “Bill” George Morgan
September 8, 1949 – January 30, 2013

Patricia Ann “Patti” Brazier
October 5, 1957 – January 30, 2013

Josephine M. Suits
August 14, 1917 – February 1, 2013

Betty J. Moseley
October 18, 1941 – February 1, 2013

Harvey Eugene Cook
July 7, 1926 – February 2, 2013

Emma Mae Branch
May 24, 1925 – February 2, 2013

Joyce Marie Whitley Hickman
April 8, 1931 – February 5, 2013

Volney Ray Currier
Volney Ray Currier was born 

September 2, 1936 and passed Sun-
day, Feb-
ruary  3 , 
2013 at the 
A s h f o r d 
N u r s i n g 
Home. He 
is survived 
by his wife 
of 33 yrs 

Phyllis “Ann” Currier. Six children and 
many grand children and great chil-
dren. He was loved very much and will 
be missed even more. Memorial Ser-
vices will be held at the First Baptist 
Church of Irving, 100 Main St. Irving, 
TX on Tuesday February 12, 2013 at 
2:30 in the Chapel. In lieu of flowers 
please send memorial donations to the 
National Wildlife Federation. 

OBITUARIES
NOTICES

Serving Irving families since 1963.

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

◆ Local family owned
◆ Serving all faiths
◆ Preneed funeral plans
◆ Chapel seats over 250
◆ Out-of-town funerals
◆ Off-street parking

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

Though 
construction
on SH183 has 

relocated many 
other businesses, 

we are NOT 
moving.

“The Right Choice
for Over 54 Years.”

Director in Charge Gary Westerman

972-254-4242
www.brownmem.com 

Owned and Operated by
Jeanne Brown & The Brown Family 

Founder

Ben F. Brown

Continuing
The Tradition

Chism-Smith Funeral Home
& Cremation Service

403 South Britain
Irving, Texas

� Family owned and operated

chismsmithfuneralhome.com 972-259-7644

Preferred Lifelegacy Provider

Basic Direct Cremation
 $795

● Pre-Need plans from other funeral homes honored

Traditional Funeral Service 
includes: embalming, casket,

visitation and funeral. $3,995 

Coppell’s New Municipal Cemetery
Burial Gardens, Columbarium

Family Estates
www.rollingoaksmemorialcenter.com

972-304-6123

Coppell’s New Municipal Cemetery
Burial Gardens, Columbarium

Family Estates

www.rollingoaksmemorialcenter.com

972-304-6123

Coppell’s New Municipal Cemetery
Burial Gardens, Columbarium

Family Estates
www.rollingoaksmemorialcenter.com

972-304-6123

Coppell’s New Municipal Cemetery
Burial Gardens, Columbarium

Family Estates

www.rollingoaksmemorialcenter.com

972-304-6123

Obituaries: To have an 
obituary notice printed in the 
Rambler, please contact Tam-
my Pompa at 972-870-1992 
or obituaries@irvingrambler.
com or mail to The Rambler, 
P.O. Box 177731, Irving, Texas 
75017; Re: Obituaries. Fees 
may apply.

Brown
Continued from Page 1

Dental-related illnesses cause children to miss 51 
million school hours a year according to Oral Health in 
America: A Report of the Surgeon General. To help re-
duce cavities and other oral illnesses among children in 
our local community, Children’s Dental Centre of Irving 
will donate, for the second consecutive year, more than 
3,000 toothbrushes in celebration of National Children’s 
Dental Health Month in February. 

Dr. Reena Kuba, DDS, MS, the Centre’s board certi-
fied pediatric dentist, is committed to working with the 
community and parents to create a positive, educational 
atmosphere to get children on the right path to a lifetime 
of optimal oral health. The toothbrushes will be donated 
to pre-k and/or kinder students at 12 local schools. 

“Proper diet and brushing habits are essential in 

preventing dental problems. We are pleased to be able 
to do our part to help the children in our community,” 
Dr. Kuba said. 

Along with toothbrushes, the staff of Children’s 
Dental Centre of Irving will provide free dental health 
presentations to many of the schools.

Schools Receiving Toothbrush Donations Include: 
Clifton Early Childhood School, Pierce Early Childhood 
School, Kinkeade Early Childhood School, Valley Ranch 
Elementary School, La Villita Elementary School, Rock-
brook Montessori Academy - Valley Ranch Campus, Mon-
tessori of Las Colinas, New Age Montessori, Valley Ranch 
KinderCare, Pierce Day School, The Children’s Courtyard 
Valley Ranch and Miss Bloomingdale’s Academy.

Source: Children’s Dental Centre of Irving

Baylor Medical Center at Irving recently announced 
that The Joint Commission, in conjunction with the 
American Heart Association/American Stroke Associa-
tion, has awarded the hospital with Advanced Certifica-
tion for Primary Stroke Centers. Baylor Irving’s Primary 
Stroke Center Certification demonstrates that its program 
meets critical elements of performance to achieve long-
term success in improving outcomes for stroke patients. 

“In achieving Joint Commission advanced certifica-
tion, Baylor Medical Center at Irving has demonstrated 
its commitment to quality care for its stroke patients,” 
said Jean Range, M.S., R.N., C.P.H.Q. executive director, 
Disease-Specific Care Certification, The Joint Commis-
sion. “Certification is a voluntary process and The Joint 
Commission commends Baylor Irving for successfully 
undertaking this challenge to elevate the quality of care 
it provides and instill confidence in the community it 
serves.”

Each year about 700,000 people experience a new 
or recurrent stroke, which is the nation’s third leading 
cause of death. On average, someone suffers a stroke 
ever 45 seconds and someone dies of a stroke every 3.1 
minutes. Stroke is a leading cause of serious, long-term 

disability in the United States, with about 4.7 million 
stroke survivors alive today.

“This designation has given us the opportunity 
to highlight the quality stroke care we provide for our 
patients.” said Cindy Schamp, president. “In collabora-
tion with the emergency department physicians on our 
medical staff and our staff, we remain poised and ready 
to serve the residents who present in our hospital with 
signs and symptoms of stroke.”

Stroke is a medical emergency. If you notice one or 
more of the warning signs, call 9-1-1 and get help imme-
diately. Recognize stroke symptoms FAST:

Face: uneven smile, facial droop/numbness, vision 
disturbances 

Arm & leg: weakness, numbness, difficulty walking 
Speech: slurred, inappropriate words, mute 
Time: time is critical, call 9-1-1 
The Joint Commission’s Primary Stroke Center Cer-

tification is based on the recommendations for primary 
stroke centers published by the Brain Attack Coalition and 
the American Stroke Association’s statements/guidelines 
for stroke care. 

Source: Baylor Medical Center at Irving

Children’s Dental Centre of Irving employees sort toothbrushes to donate to local 
schools. / Courtesy photo

Explaining the meaning of each medal, John Hayes helps Rep. Marchant present Brown 
the medals he earned during WWII. The empty space in the display case is intended 
for the Bronze Star Medal, which at this point in the presentation, Mr. Brown does not 
know he is receiving./ Photo by John Starkey

Dentist to donate toothbrushes for children’s dental health month

Baylor awarded Primary Stroke Center certification
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Constance Q. Zhou, MD

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 225, Irving, TX 75061

Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 972-253-4280

✦ Medical Degree in Otolaryngology from University of Texas 
 Southwestern Medical School, 2006
✦ Residency at University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center
✦ Joined the Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving, October 2011
✦ Bilingual: English and Chinese

Specialist in Otolaryngology, Head & Neck Surgery

Why wait in lines?
PURCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

Tickets on sale NOW! Online or at the Theater

* IDENTITY THIEFT    R
1:20    4:00    7:20    10:15

SIDE EFFECTS    R
1:40    4:40    7:40    10:10

* BULLET TO THE HEAD    R
1:15    3:45    7:15    9:35

WARM BODIES    PG13
1:30    4:10    7:30    10:00

HANSEL AND GRETEL: WITCH 
HUNTERS 2D    R

3:10

HANSEL AND GRETEL: WITCH 
HUNTERS 3D    R

1:00    5:20    7:35    9:50

PARKER    R
1:35    4:20    7:05    10:05

MAMA    PG13
1:50    4:35    7:00    9:30

SILVER LININGS PLAYBOOK    R
1:05    4:05    6:55    9:45

ZERO DARK THIRTY    R
1:10    4:30    7:50

LES MISERABLES    PG13
1:05    4:30    7:55

LIFE OF PI 2D    PG
1:00    3:55    6:50    9:55

# - No Passes      * - Fully Restricted

The Rambler Newspapers’ staff meets at Glory House 
Bistro at 11:30 a.m. on Fridays to discuss and assign 
news stories to the writers. The public is invited to make 
suggentions about what is important to you.
Irving is a diverse and varied city. Your input and ideas 
could become future stories. The  Rambler strives to 
provide  community news about events and issues 
important to Irving residents.
You are not required to buy lunch to tell us what you 
think, but we cannot provide you with a free lunch.

Tell Us
What is happening

Glory House is located at:
    109 S. Main Street
   Irving TX 75060
   In downtown Irving

Even 
Exchange

The Irving Hispanic Chamber 
of Commerce (IHCC) announced 
Jennifer Garcia as its Interim Presi-
dent. The mission of the IHCC is to 
advocate for education and economic 
development in the Hispanic market. 

Garcia has over 12 years ex-
perience in the Chamber sector 
and brings a wealth of knowledge, 
including leadership in economic 
development, operations, public 
relations, member recruitment/
retention, accounting, finance, mar-
keting, and strategy. Garcia is known 
for her steadfast work ethic, which 
she attributed to her parents. Gar-
cia’s Mexican-American father and 
Salvadorian mother, Reynaldo and 
Ada Luz Martinez, instilled the sig-
nificance of working for and attaining 
the American dream while staying 
authentic to cultural heritage and 

spiritual guidance. 
Garcia has completed Nonprofit 

Membership Growth and Nonprofit 
Time Management certifications 
through the United States Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce Foundation 
Chamber Training Institute and 
University of Notre Dame Mendoza 
College of Business collaborative. 

Additionally, Garcia is pursuing 
training in Nonprofit Management, 
Nonprofit Board Governance, Non-
profit Leadership Growth, Personal 
and Organizational Branding and 
Nonprofit Lobbying and Advocacy. 

Garcia, her husband, and three 
children are Irving proud. In fact, 
Garcia has called Irving home since 
the age of five. Devoted to her love for 
entrepreneurship and her commu-
nity, Garcia is honored and humbled 
to lead the Irving Hispanic Chamber 
of Commerce.

Source: Irving Hispanic 

Chamber of Commerce

Irving Cares rated 
in top one percent

Irving Cares is honored to get 
a prestigious Top-Rated Award by 
GreatNonprofits, the leading pro-
vider of user reviews about nonprofit 
organizations. Less than one percent 
of eligible nonprofits won a place on 
the 2012 Top-Rated List.

“We are excited to be named a 
Top-Rated 2012 Nonprofit,” Ted-
die Story, CEO Irving Cares, said. 
“The Top-Rated Nonprofit award 
was based on the large number of 
positive reviews that Irving Cares 
received from donors, volunteers 
and clients. One person wrote, ‘If 
you’re looking for a non-profit or-
ganization that has great leadership, 
transparency, uses financial and 
other resources very efficiently, and 
holds itself accountable by reporting 
key metrics, then Irving Cares is it!’”

“We are gratified by Irving 
Cares for its work,” said Perla Ni, 
CEO of GreatNonprofits. “They 
deserve to be discovered by more 
donors and volunteers who are look-
ing for a great nonprofit to support.”

The reviews show the on-the 
ground results of this nonprofit. This 
award is a form of recognition by the 
community. 

Source: Irving Cares

By Jason Alderman
Many people adopt a “penny 

wise, pound foolish” mentality when 
it comes to buying insurance. When 
trying to lower expenses, some will 
drop or reduce needed coverage, 
gambling that they won’t become se-
riously ill, suffer a car accident or fall 
victim to a fire or other catastrophe. 
But all it takes is one serious uncov-
ered (or under-covered) incident to 
potentially wipe you out financially.

Here are insurance policies no 
household should be without:

Medical. This is the most critical 
– and unfortunately, the most ex-
pensive – coverage you need. When 
comparing plans, consider:

Are your doctors in their pro-
vider networks? If not, can you afford 
out-of-network charges – or are you 
willing to find new doctors?

Are your medications covered 
under the plan’s drug formularies?

Do they restrict specialized ser-
vices you might need like maternity, 
mental health or weight reduction 
treatments?

If you choose catastrophic cov-

erage to lower premiums, can you 
afford the high deductible in case of 
an accident or major illness?

Homeowner/renter. Faulty 
plumbing, theft and home-accident 
lawsuits are only a few catastrophes 
that could leave you without posses-
sions or homeless. A few tips:

“Actual cash value” coverage 
repairs or replaces belongings, minus 
the deductible and depreciation, 
whereas “replacement cost” cover-
age replaces items in today’s dollars. 
Depreciation can significantly lower 
values, so replacement coverage is 
probably worth the extra expense.

Jewelry, art, computers and 
luxury items usually require addi-
tional coverage.

Review coverage periodically to 
adjust for inflation, home improve-
ments, new possessions, change in 
marital/family status, etc.

The market is competitive, so 
compare your rate with other insur-
ance carriers. Get “apples to apples” 
quotes since policies may have vary-
ing provisions.

Vehicle. You probably can’t even 

get a driver’s license without demon-
strating proof of insurance. Consider 
these coverage options:

“Liability” pays if you cause an 
accident that injures others or dam-
ages their car or property.

“Uninsured motorist” pays for 
damage caused to you or your car by 
an uninsured motorist.

“Collision” pays for damage 
to your car resulting from a colli-
sion and “comprehensive” pays for 
damage caused by things like theft, 
vandalism and fire. 

However, they only pay up to 
the actual cash value (ACV) minus 
deductibles. Because the ACV for 
older cars is low, repairs often cost 
more than the car is worth.

Common ways to lower premi-
ums include: Raising deductibles; 
discounts for good drivers, exceeding 
age 55 or installing security systems; 
comparison shopping; and buying 
homeowner and car insurance from 
the same carrier.

Life insurance. If you’re single 
with no dependents, you may get by 
with minimal or no life insurance. 

But if your family depends on your 
income, experts recommend buying 
coverage worth at least five to 10 
times annual pay. Other consider-
ations:

Many employers offer life insur-
ance, but if you’re young and healthy 
you may be able to get a better deal 
on your own.

After your kids are grown you 
may be able to lower your coverage; 
although carefully consider your 
spouse’s retirement needs.

You probably don’t need life 
insurance on your children, but you 
might want spousal coverage if you 
depend on each other’s income.

If your divorce settlement in-
cludes alimony and/or child support, 
buy life insurance on the person 
paying it, naming the receiving ex-
spouse as beneficiary.

Don’t gamble your future fi-
nancial stability by passing on vital 
insurance coverage – the odds aren’t 
in your favor.

Free emergency training course 
offered to residents, commuters

 
Irving’s Emergency Management team invites those who live or work in 

the city to participate in a no-cost, two-day emergency training course from 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. March 2 and 9.

An upcoming training course will equip participants with life-sustaining 
skills for emergency situations. Topics included in this hands-on training 
include disaster preparedness, triage, first aid, fire safety and terrorism re-
sponse. After completing the course, participants will become part of the city’s 
100-member Community Emergency Response Team (CERT).

“In a city like Irving with more than 200,000 residents, catastrophic 
events of a large scale have the potential to overwhelm the limited number 
of first responders,” said Emergency Management Planner Nick Robison. 
“Following a major disaster, community members may have to rely on one 
another to meet their immediate life-saving and life-sustaining needs.”

CERT members are trained to be self-sufficient for up to 72 hours follow-
ing a major incident. Team members also will learn how to provide critical 
support to professional first responders, assistance to disaster victims, and 
how to spontaneously organize volunteers at disaster sites.

Irving residents or commuters interested in participating in this program 
must be able to perform physical activities, possess a valid driver’s license and 
pass a background check. Because spacing is limited, residents are encouraged 
to register by Feb. 20. For more information or to register, contact Robison 
at (972) 721-2184 or cert@cityofirving.org.

Source: City of Irving

Public invited to comment 
on Dallas County preliminary flood maps

 After months of collaboration and the continuous sharing of informa-
tion resulting in preliminary flood maps, officials with Dallas County and the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) are now asking the public 
to participate in a 90-day comment period.

Homeowners, renters and business owners in the cities of Dallas and 
Grand Prairie are encouraged to view the preliminary flood maps to better 
understand where flood risks have been identified. Those with comments or 
who would like to file an appeal have from Feb. 8 until May 8 to do so. 

An appeal is a formal objection to proposed base flood elevations or 
flood depths, Special Flood Hazard Areas (SFHA) boundaries and zones, or 
floodways. Appeals must be based on technical data that show proposed maps 
to be scientifically incorrect. Anyone who makes an appeal must include the 
method, data and analysis used to support the claim. A comment is an objec-
tion to a base map feature change such as labels, incorrect roads, jurisdictional 
boundaries, or any other non-appealable change.

Comments and appeals should be sent to FEMA through the local 
floodplain administrator. Anyone who hasn’t had a chance to participate in 
local flood insurance meetings or to review the new flood maps is encour-
aged to contact their county or community floodplain administrator. Other 
resources include:

Viewing the preliminary maps online at http://maps.riskmap6.com/TX/
Dallas. Using a live chat service about flood maps at http://go.usa.gov/r6C 
. Click on the “Live Chat” icon. Contacting a FEMA Map Specialist at 1-877-
FEMA MAP (1-877-336-2627); email FEMAMapSpecialist@riskmapcds.com .

Once all comments and appeals are resolved, FEMA will notify communi-
ties of the effective date of the final maps. When a flood risk is identified, the 
next step is to consider the purchase of a flood policy from the National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP). The NFIP is currently undergoing a thorough 
modernization. Meanwhile, contacting a local insurance agent is the first step 
to gather information about insurance. Folks can visit www.floodsmart.gov 
or call 1-888-379-9531 to locate an agent in their area.

Source: Federal Emergency Management Agency

Must-have insurance plans are ultimately worth the cost

Hispanic Chamber announces interim leader

Jennifer Garcia
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Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings are 
limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location 
and time. If an organization wishes to have more 
information than the free listing offers, we will continue 
to offer other advertising opportunities.

CLUBS
American Legion Post #218

Heritage Park Building
215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions
   call 469-621-7878

Buttons & Bows Square 
& Round Dance Club 

1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 
Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

Circle I - Square 
& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Friends of The Irving Theater
Second Tuesday at Joe’s Coffee Shop.

7 p.m. to eat/casual meeting at 7:30 p.m.

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thurday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
   Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Los Lupes

 Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Genealogical Society
 meets the third Monday of each month 

in the main auditorium of the 
Irving Public Library. 

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Los Lupes
In the Irving Mall 

Irving Republican
Women’s Club

Meets the second Monday of 
each month (except July) at 7pm

IHOP Restaurant
Hwy 635 @ MacArthur

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

2nd Friday, 10am
First Christian Church
210 East Sixth Street

Irving Rotary Club
Thursdays at 12 pm

Las Colinas Country Club
ndugger@irvingisd.net

Irving Sunrise Rotary
Thursday at 7 am

Las Colinas Country Club
4400 N. O”Connor Rd.

Metroplex Glass Club
Third Tues. each month 7-9 p.m.

Irving Garden & Arts Bldg.
For more info call 972-986-2990

The Optimist Club of Irving
1st Wednesday at 6:30 P.M. and 

3rd Tuesday at 11:30 a.m.
Meet at Googly Eyes 
2413 W. Airport Frwy.

Saturday Singles
Lunch Bunch 

1st & 3rd Saturdays 
972-254-3525

Single Moms Care & Support 
of Irving

2nd and 4th Fridays of each month
6:30 - 8:00 p.m. at the Irving YMCA 

(corner of Irving Blvd. and Story Road)
Free meal! Encouraging meeting! 

Kids welcome!

TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Dwelling Place
1126 Hilltop Drive

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd

 Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd

Widowed Persons Service 
Saturday Morning 8:30am
IHOP Restaurant-Beltline

1801 N. Beltline Rd.

Put a Paw print in your heart
and a best friend at home!
The precious pets at the DFW Humane Society would like to 
bring a lifetime of love and happiness into your home!!

4140 Valley View Ln.
Irving, Texas 75038

972-721-7788
www.dfwhumane.com

OPEN:
Tuesday - Friday

11am-6pm
Saturday 10am – 5pm

Come adopt a new family member today!
If you can’t adopt, please donate!

Howdy! I'm Tank and I'm a 6 month 
old black lab mix.  I just love to play, 
play, play! The volunteers tell me that 
I'm pretty smart because I learned to 
sit and stay really quickly. I just really 
like getting attention and I'll do 
whatever it takes ... play fetch, get a 
belly rub or even sit and stay! I'm a 
growing boy, and I like adults, kids 
and other dogs. Let’s meet!

Hi My name is Kit Rock! I am a cool 
looking 4 month old neutered male. I 
have handsome black shiny fur. I was 
rescued from another shelter, so I have 
never had a forever home with loving
people to take care of me. I love to play 
with people and other cats,but also love 
to be snuggled and loved on. Please 
come by and let me "rap" my way into 
your heart.

1. FIRSTS: Who was the first 
black American appointed to 
the U.S. Supreme Court?
2. GAMES: How many num-
bered balls are used in a 
standard pool game?
3. GEOGRAPHY: What coun-
try lies directly east of Nor-
way?
4. HISTORY: In what year 
did the civil-rights march on 

Selma, Ala. take place?
5. WEATHER: What kind of 
clouds produce precipitation?
6. MUSIC: Which guitarist/
singer played in rock groups 
Cream, Blind Faith and Derek 
and the Dominoes?
7. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which 
U.S. president married a dis-
tant cousin?
8. MEDICAL: What is a he-
mostat
9. ANIMAL WORLD: What 
is a Lipizzaner?
10. GENERAL KNOWL-
EDGE: In what country did 
the bongos (drums) origi-

nate?
Answers
1. Thurgood Marshall
2. 15 numbered balls and a 
white cue ball
3. Sweden
4. 1965
5. Nimbus clouds
6. Eric Clapton
7. Franklin D. Roosevelt, who 
married Eleanor Roosevelt. 
They were fifth cousins, once 
removed.
8. Clamp used in surgery
9. A breed of horse
10. Cuba

• It was noted American 
poet Ogden Nash, best known 
as a composer of droll verse, 
who made the following sage 
observation: “Some tortures 
are physical / And some are 
mental, / But the one that is 
both / Is dental.”

• According to the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, if 
you’re like the average Ameri-
can, you consume 132 pounds 
of sugar every year. Compare 

that to folks in the year 1700, 
who consumed only about 4 
pounds of sugar per year. 

• When you studied his-
tory in school, you probably 
didn’t learn about Edward 
Hyde. He was a cousin to 
Queen Anne and was ap-
pointed to the post of colo-
nial governor of New York, 
in which position he served 
from 1702 to 1708. Though 
he’s not well known now, 
he was quite the talk of the 
colonies in his day. It seems 
that when a delegation of 
colonists went to his mansion 
to welcome the new governor, 

they found him sitting on the 
front porch, crocheting a doily 
and wearing one of his wife’s 
dresses. At his first formal ball 
as governor, he wore a gown. 
His eccentricities continued 
until he was caught embez-
zling public money and was 
returned to England.

• The next time you see 
a shampoo commercial and 
note how frothy the lather 
seems to be, keep this in mind: 
The model in the advertise-
ment probably has either 
laundry detergent or frothed 
egg whites on her hair.
(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

FUN & GAMES
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1714 N. Story Rd.
Irving, TX 75061
(972) 986-7729
www.plymouthpark.org

Sunday Morning
First hour worship & bible study — 9:15 AM

Second hour worship & bible study —10:30 AM

Kirkwood United Methodist Church
“Where God Continues To Do Something New”

9:00 a.m.  Servicio de Inspiracion en Espanol
9:30 a.m. Sunday School in English
 Children’s Church
10:30 a.m. Fellowship Time
11:00 a.m. Inspiration Service in English
 Escuela Dominical en Espanol
 Rotation Sunday School

Reverend
Preston W. Weaver

Senior Pastor
Reverend

Albano Tayengo
Associate Pastor

2232 W. Fi�h St. @ Story Rd.  |  Irving, TX 75060
972-254-4191  |  www.KirkwoodUMCIrving.org

SUNDAYS

“Be here now.”

WORSHIP

Belt Line Road 
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:30 p.m.
972.790.8606 www.BeltLineChurch.com 

CHURCH OF CHRIST

CATHOLIC

BAPTIST

ASSEMBLIES OF GOD

Holy Family of Nazareth
Catholic Church

One block north of Hwy 183 on Esters Rd.
Sat. 5:30pm, Sun. 8am, 10am, 12pm, 

5:30pm
972-252-5521

www.HolyFamilyChurch.net

New Beginnings Fellowship
1010 E. Shady Grove-Irving
972-579-1240-nbfirving.net

In Essentials-Unity
In Non-Essentials-Liberty

In All Things-Charity
Sunday Morning Service 10:30 a.m.

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST  

LUTHERAN

First Christian Church
114 West Grauwyler Rd. 75061

972-579-0911
Sunday School for all ages-9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship- 10:45 a.m.

Woodhaven Presbyterian Church
3650 North O’Connor Road

Irving, Texas 75062
www.woodhavenpres.org

Rev. Diane Baldwin 
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
972.541.0747

February 10 —Transfiguration of the Lord
(Communion)

Luke 9:28-36 — Glorious splendor

St. Stephen’s Presbyterian Church  
1621 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Irving, TX 75061  972-259-8744
www.ststephensirving.org

Sunday Bible Classes 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:50 a.m.

PRESBYTERIAN USA

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third, 75060

972-253-3531    www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall

Northgate
United Methodist Church

3700 West Northgate, 75062
972-252-8519     www.northgateumc.org
Worship Service 8:15 AM in the Dome

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:45 AM in the WAC 

at the rear of the complex

UNITED METHODIST

To include your house of worship in 
the Worship Section listings, please 
email tammyp@irvingrambler.com or 

call (972) 870-1992. Fees apply.

Renew Your Vows February 10
9:30 & 10:50 a.m. 

1004 S. Story Rd. Irving, TX  75060
972.790.3629      myoakview.org

Calvary Chapel of Irving 
“…teaching the bible verse by verse”

Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
1104 N. Beltline Rd.

Call 817-729-6687 or
Visit www.calvaryirving.org

What Is CEREC?
CEREC means we can quickly and economically restore 

damaged teeth using a durable ceramic material that matches 
the natural color of other teeth in your mouth.

WHAT ADVANTAGES 
DOES CEREC OFFER ME?

The restoration can be performed in a single session, usually in 
about one hour.  There is no need for us to make an impression 
to send to a lab.  You don’t have to return for a second visit!  

The restoration is natural looking, because it is made of 
tooth-colored ceramic material.  It’s metal-free!  The ceramic 

material is compatible with tissue in your mouth and is 
high-grade, anti-abrasive and plaque-resistant.

www.drthomasnabors.com

IS SNORING A PROBLEM IN YOUR LIFE 
OR ARE YOU TIRED OF YOUR CPAP MACHINE?

It is also a problem with your health.  
Snoring is directly related to heart disease and 

stroke.  WE CAN HELP!

Making Your Teeth Beautiful & Stronger Than Ever Before
Introducing a New Way to SmileIntroducing a New Way to Smile

Your First Visit Includes:
 · Thorough patient history
 · Complete Oral Exam &  
  Gum Check
 · Denture Advisement, 
  if needed
 · Periodontal Evaluation
 · Check for Cavities, loose  
  filling and/or crowns
 · Any necessary x-rays
 · Relaxed consultation 
  with Dr. Nabors
 · Full report of findings
 · Treatment options and  
  recommendations

All For Just $1
New patients only.  Offer ends February 12, 2013
Not Valid for Tooth Ache Visit

Thomas D. Nabors, D.D.S.

Member:
American Dental Association
Texas Dental Association
Dallas County Dental Society
Irving Dental Study Club
Academy of General Dentistry
Academy of Computerized 
Dentistry

Insurance Accepted & Filed  ■  Early Morning & Lunchtime Appointments Available  ■  Major Credit Cards Accepted  ■  Senior Discounts Available

3000 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving TX 75062     (972) 252-8551     Call Today For Your Exam

$1
EXAM

($165 Value)

BEFORE AFTER

 Dr. Nabors will listen to what you want, then 
help you to choose a solution that will best meet 
your needs.  After he considers your budget and 
goals, he will cover all options available to you.  
Then, you get to make the decision!  No cajoling or 
hard selling, just an honest, collaborative experi-
ence from start to finish.  

 Dr. Nabors has been in practice for over 31 
years.  All the while, staying up-to-date on the 
latest innovations in dentistry.  That’s one explana-
tion why he has so many new patient referrals from 
his patients.  Another is the way his staff will treat 
you while you are there.  
 While Dr. Nabors collects the information he 

needs from you, the staff makes sure you feel like 
you’re at home, not in the dentist chair.  
“Nitrous(Oxide)? (Stereo)Headphones?”  
 When you’re done, they even file the insur-
ance forms for you.  Absolutely no worries!  Isn’t it 
time you experienced this level of care for your 
dental needs?

A Dentist You Can Collaborate With —
ADVERTISEMENT

GOOD SHEPHERD
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

2620 West Grauwyler Rd, Irving
www.gslcirving.com

■ Ash Wednesday 
February 13, 7:00pm

■ Mid-Week Worship 
 Wednesdays 2/20-3/13, 7:00 pm

MEETINGS
7 a.m. Thursday mornings
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N.O'Connor Blvd
Irving, Texas 75062

IRVING SUNRISE 
ROTARY

Join us 
for great speakers 

every week!
We are always seeking 

new individuals who want 
to make a di�erence 
in their community.

 

August 9          Sandra Forster                         
Rotary District Governor

August 16        Billy D Hines                             
The History of NorthPark 

Center

August 23        The Margaret Hunt 
Hill Bridge and Dallas' Trinity 

River Project
August 30        TBA

�e Irving-Las Colinas Rotary 
Club meets every �ursday at 

Noon at the Las Colinas Country 
Club, and we welcome guests.  We 
are always seeking new individuals 
who want to make a di�erence in 

their community.

 

traits and landscapes. An artist for 
40-plus years, he continues to paint 
and runs a design studio in Dallas. 

“I think it has a real strong im-
pact,” said Cephas, when asked about 
his artistic influence. “I think [people] 
are amazed at how my colors go well 
together in my paintings, and they 
like how much effort I put into it.”

Many of the carvings on display 
also belonged to Mr. Cephas, whose 
woodworking further spurs on his 
creativity. Like Michelangelo, he 
possesses the ability to see the work 
of art in the raw material, waiting to 
be released.

Willie James Johnson, a Dallas 
native, offered a more spiritual side 
to his works. An evangelical minister 
for over 50 years, his artistic prowess 
has developed alongside his preach-
ing. Both talents seem to provide a 
sort of back-and-forth inspiration 
between them.

“I have been painting for 60 
years and an evangelist for 52 years,” 
said Johnson. “God gave me this abil-
ity, because I’ve never been to school. 
So I feel good about being out here.”

Without any formal training, 
Reverend Johnson’s ability to cre-
ate striking renditions of Christ or 
the American bald eagle is truly a 
spiritual gift.

If diversity could be embodied in 
someone, it is definitely Ms. Murielle 
White. Born and raised in Paris, 
her parentage is a unique blend of 
Asian, Indian, and French. Skilled 
in traditional Chinese landscape 
painting and educated at the Univer-
sity of South Florida (and UNT), her 
portraits bring out her multicultural 

identity through the abstract and the 
impressionistic. 

“It’s very different for me be-
cause I’m not American,” said White, 
when asked about displaying her 
work locally. “I feel very privileged 
to showcase my work here, and make 
it all fit in.”

Though not from the United 
States, her diverse background none-
theless enables her to connect with 
the African-American community. 
Ms. White has also been a featured 
artist in several national competi-
tions, and currently holds a profes-
sorship in art at the University of 
North Texas.

The Diaspora: From Motherland 
to the Homeland is truly an experi-
ence to share, no matter what your 
heritage. If anything, it is a reminder 
of how ethnicity and creativity has 
helped shape America into what it 
is today.

The exhibit runs through Feb. 28. For more 
information, visit www.irvingartscenter.

com or call 972.252.ARTS.

Quality Texas Foundation names 
Tommy Gonzalez to its board 

The Quality Texas Foundation has asked Irving City Manager Tommy 
Gonzalez to join its Board of Directors. 

“The Quality Texas Foundation exists to guide and support organizations 
in their quest for performance excellence and strives to promote economic 
development in the state by helping organizations grow more competitive in 
today’s marketplace. Strong organizations make strong cities, and strong cities 
make a strong state,” said Lynn Tomaszewski, CEO, Quality Texas Foundation. 

“Mr. Gonzalez continues to lead Irving in its journey to excellence. Under 
his leadership, the City of Irving achieved significant milestones – becoming 
a proud recipient of the 2011 Texas Award for Performance Excellence, as 
well as the 2012 Malcolm Baldrige National Quality Award. Members of the 
Quality Texas Board of Directors are committed to improving the education, 
health and economic conditions throughout Texas. Each member brings 
unique insight and expertise to the table, representing diverse industry sec-
tors of our economy. Tommy will be a strong addition to our Board, as well 
as great support for our members.”

“I am honored to serve on this esteemed board,” said Gonzalez. “Irving 
has proven the Baldrige principles, normally associated with the private 
sector, can work in government. I look forward to learning from others who 
are pursuing quality as well as sharing what we have learned with them. 
Additionally, I’m interested in creating innovative strategies that will foster 
continued economic development in our state.”

Board terms are two consecutive terms of three years each. 
Source: City of Irving

Featured artist and evangelical minister, Willie James Johnson, prepares to address the 
crowd during a reception for The Diaspora: From Motherland to the Homeland. 
/ Phto by Andrew McElwee

Diaspora
Continued from Page 1
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By Amanda Casanova
City Manager Tommy Gonza-

lez’s employment contract will not 
automatically renew in May.

Rather than allowing the City 
Council to vote on whether to prevent 
the employment agreement from 
renewing on May 1, Gonzalez instead 
notified the Council at Thursday’s 
meeting that he was voluntarily 
pulling the renewal clause from his 
contract.

The City Council then unani-
mously voted to withdraw an agenda 
item about the contract, thus nul-
lifying debate over the controversial 
contract and a sending packed room 
of supporters and critics outside of 
Council chambers.

“It’s been a privilege to be the 
City Manager of this City, and I 
would like to continue in that capac-
ity,” Gonzalez said. “I’m amenable 
to negotiating a new contract that is 
acceptable to the City Council.”

In late January, the Council 
listened to roughly an hour of public 
comment about Gonzalez’s contract. 
Some championed him for saving the 
City millions of dollars, while others 
questioned his leadership.

The Council voted at that Janu-
ary meeting to hire an outside law 

firm to negotiate a new contract for 
Gonzalez.

The value of his salary and ben-
efits has been debated, but his base 
salary is about $246,000, according 
to City documents. He receives an-
other $66,000 in insurance, vaca-
tion and other benefits. He also is 
paid another $7,800 in incentive 
pay, which is available to other City 
employees for reasons such as a sick 
leave buyback program.

He is paid about $67,000 in 
contributions and about $40,000 
for housing. 

Finally, he is eligible for perfor-
mance retention pay, which this year 
is about $60,000.

Gonzalez also asked Thursday 
that any discussion about his em-
ployment agreement with the City be 
discussed in closed executive session. 
He also said he was willing to agree 
to a contract that was “mutually ac-
ceptable” to both the City and to him.

“We have the best employees 
on the planet,” he said. “They are 
wonderful to work for … and there’s 
so much more we can accomplish in 
the future.”

In recent weeks, Gonzalez has 
come under fire for allegedly solicit-
ing and accepting sports tickets from 
companies that later scored business 
contracts with the City of Irving. 

Despite reports, a criminal com-
plaint has not been filed against 
Gonzalez.

Gonzalez’ contract was drawn 
in 2008. He has a master’s degree 
in public administration from Texas 
Tech University and a bachelor’s 
degree in government from Eastern 
New Mexico University.

He has worked as an assistant 
city manager for the City of Dallas 
and for the City of Lubbock. 

Move Into a New Home in 2013!

Irvingcdc@verizon.net
 

 www.IRVINGcdc.com
972-253-8336

1425 W. Pioneer Dr. Ste.239 Irving, Texas 75061 

First Time Home Buyer 
Permanent Legal Resident/U.S. Citizen 
Able to Obtain a Mortgage Loan  
Family Size and Income Limits Apply 
Minimum Monthly Income $3,000.00 
Minimum Credit Score 640 

Eligibility Requirements  

First Time Homebuyers can get a NEW 3 
Bedroom, 2 Bath, 2 Car Garage home in 
Irving, Texas and Move in for $1,500! 

Irving Community
Development Corporation 

*Up to $30,000 Down Payment Assistance 

STOP PAYING RENT!

Fine Chinese Cuisine and Coctail

China Bistro

8150 N. MacArthur Blvd., Suite 190
Irving, TX 75063
 

Since 1984

(972) 444-9760

Enjoy a romantic Valentine's dinner
Best Asian cuisine in town 
✷ Upscale with casual ambience ✷ 

✷ Lunch and Dinner ✷
✷ Happy Hour Special ✷

✷ Home/Office Delivery ✷ 
Order online: www.hunandynasty.com

Bistro Lunch 
Mon- Fri — 11 AM - 2PM

$5.95 to $15

Join us for 

Valentine’s Lunch
 Feb. 14 — $5.95 - $15 
Reservations encouraged

Elvis Goes Western 
Feb. 22 — 7 PM - 11 PM; $40

109 S. MAIN STREET, 
IN DOWNTOWN IRVING

WiFi
FREE

972-259-1123 
www.gloryhousecatering.com

CATERING 
to your home, corporation, or venue!
Our venue transforms to host your event on 
site at Glory House (for up to 200 guests)

This Valentine’s Day 
give him what 
he really wants ...  
BRAZILIAN WAX

Spa W
3321 W. Rochelle Rd.

Irving, TX 75062
214-355-6682

www.spawirving.com

your Brazilian Wax 
Coupon expires 2/23/13$20 off

Happy     

Valentine’s 

Day 

From

Joe’s!

SPECIAL
N. Y.  Strip &

crispy wrapped
shrimp

for $ 13.95

February 14
5-9 p.m.

Serving Irving For Over 40 Years
Breakfast  ◆ Lunch  ◆ Dinner

425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

      For Take Out Call

    (972) 253-7335Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking
All-You-Can-Eat 
   Food Bar after 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters selection Where Irving 

Meets 
and Eats

Hours: 
Mon.-Fri. 5:30 a.m.-9 p.m.
Sat. 5:30 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Sun. 7 a.m.-3 p.m. IN GOD WE TRUST

◆ Potato 
◆ Vegetable 
◆ Salad Bar 
◆ Desert 

By Tracy Begland
The CHS Honor Band entertained more than 4,000 

Texas school administrators Jan. 28. The 64-member 
Honor Band was invited by the Texas Association of 
School Administrators (TASA) and the Texas Music 
Educators Association to perform at the opening session 
of the TASA Mid-Winter Conference.

Head band director Scott Mason said just one band, 
one orchestra, and one choir statewide were asked to 
perform. “The group’s reputation for the past several 
years in the State Honor Band competition led to the 
[invitation],” Mason said. 

In 2012, the Honor Band was selected third runner-
up overall in the Class 5A Honor Band Competition. Un-

der Mason’s leadership, the band has also been awarded 
second runner-up three times and first runner-up once. 
The group was named State Honor Band in 1998.

The band’s 25 minute program included several 
marches and Summon the Heroes by John Williams. 
Mason said it was a great performance, especially con-
sidering the amount of time the band had to prepare and 
the pressure on the students to perform well.

Mason said he received many positive comments 
from the Coppell ISD administrators attending the con-
ference. They were not alone in their admiration.

The State Board of Education members in atten-
dance were the first to give the band a standing ovation 
at the end of the performance.

CHS Honor 
Band takes 
center stage 
at Austin 
Convention 
Center for 
the opening 
session of 
the TASA 
Mid-Winter 
Conference. 
/ Photo by
 Jenna Mason

Coppell High School Honor Band performs in Austin

City Manager’s contract will not renew automatically

“More and more people are real-
izing that the Latino population rep-
resents an important economic force. 
Working with the Latino population 
to meet their needs while expanding 
a company’s market represents a 
benefit to everyone. Our chamber 
offers good opportunities not only 
to Latino members, but also to non-
Latino members.”

The future is bright for the Cop-
pell and Carrollton-Farmers Branch 
Hispanic Chambers, according to 
Jeffries. 

“Both of these chambers are 
under the umbrella of the tri-county 
Regional Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce, which has 13 chambers 
throughout the North Dallas area,” 
Jeffries said. 

“I see our chambers growing and 
becoming more popular. When I first 
joined the Hispanic chamber, there 
was moderate interest in the business 
community, but a lot of misconcep-
tions about the chamber. But the 
Hispanic chambers are growing in 
importance. During every meeting, 
we see large companies expressing 
an interest in becoming involved with 
the chamber.

“I would encourage anyone who 
is curious about how the Hispanic 
Chamber can help their business to 
join us at one of our regular meetings. 
Our next meeting of the Carrollton-
Farmers Branch Hispanic Chamber 
of Commerce in on Feb. 12 from 
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at The Victoria 
Restaurant, 13435 Bee Street in 
Farmers Branch.

“Our next meeting of the Coppell 
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce will 
be on Feb. 26 from 11:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at Ole’s Tex-Mex Restaurant, 
600 E. Sandy Lake Road in Coppell.”

Chambers
Continued from Page 1

He was also the city manager of 
Harlingen, TX.


