
By Amanda Casanova
The Coppell City Council agreed 

to contribute about $900,000 for 
the construction of the long-awaited 
Nature Biodiversity Center with 
the condition that the City assumes 
management of the project. Support-
ers touted the Feb. 26 meeting as a 
“make or break” day for the project, 
in which the Council decision would 
let donors know if construction was 
viable.

While the Friends of Coppell Na-
ture Park worked for nearly a decade 
to build the facility, the contractor 
hired for the project recently discov-
ered that many financial pledges had 
fallen through, amounting to more 
than $100,000.

Total construction cost is esti-

mated at about $1.6 million. Minus 
donations and a $300,000 contribu-
tion from the Coppell Independent 
School District, there is an $840,468 
shortfall for the project, according to 
a memo from the Friends of the Cop-
pell Nature Park.

The Council voted 4-2 for the 
funding after spending about 15 
minutes in executive session. Council 
members Bob Mahalik, Wes Mays, 
Marvin Franklin and Aaron Duncan 
voted for the resolution. Council 
member Billy Faught and Tim Bran-
cheau voted against.

With the additional funding, 
construction could start April 1.

The facility will provide hands-
on environmental education with 
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WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

Main Location:
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, 75061

Other Locations:

Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri   8:00 AM–5:00 PM

972-253-4200972-253-4200
www.mscitx.comwww.mscitx.com

After Hours Clinic:
No appointment necessary 
Mon-Fri 5:00 PM–9:00 PM

Sat & Sun 9:00 AM–4:00 PM 

Lab & Radiology:
Mon-Fri 7:30 AM–5:30 PM

Not available for After Hours Clinic

Valdez Clinic:
3501 N. MacArthur Blvd #400

Tuscan Cardiovascular Center:
701 Tuscan Dr #205

Las Colinas:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #250

OB/GYN:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #255

Baylor MOBI:
2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. #425
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on any interior paint job 
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Open 7 Days a week 
3333 N. MacArthur Blvd.
Irving TX 75062

IrvingArtsCenter.com
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See COLUMN AWARDS, Page 5

By Phil Cerroni 
As Oscar season ends and the Tony Awards hide 

around the corner, the Column with John Garcia, 
a Metroplex theatrical publication, celebrated local 
artists during the 14th Annual Column Awards. The 
marvelous event was hosted in grand style at the Irving 
Arts Center on Feb. 25.

From the first bars of the ceremony’s opening 
number, a dazzling drag show called La Cage Aux 
Column, irreverent jokes were a constant companion 
as a cross-dressing John Garcia traded quips with his 
lovely co-host Orpheh, who has appeared on Broad-
way in such roles as Annette in Saturday Night Fever 
and as Legally Blonde’s Paulette.

A myriad of jovial hosts and musical numbers, 
performed by the contenders for best musical, set a 
whimsical tone for the evening as presenters handed 

By Will Jukes
Irving ISD hosted its 13th An-

nual ICE Awards at Irving High 
School on Feb. 20 honoring teachers, 
students and parents who partici-
pated in outstanding projects at their 
schools in the past year. Awards were 
divided by education level into ele-
mentary, middle and high school and 

given in the categories of humanities, 
fine arts, math and sciences, athletics 
and physical education, community 
service/citizenship, special campus/
district and parent involvement 
activities. An overall “best in show” 
award was given to Barton Elemen-
tary School for Popeye: A Play To 
Stop Bullying, and a Golden Apple, 

a special category recognizing out-
standing educational partners in the 
district, went to the Heritage Senior 
Center for their collaboration with 
Pierce Early Childhood Schools.

The top award winners were 
difficult to select according to Deb-
bie Debrick, a member of the ICE 
Committee responsible for reviewing 

nominations and selecting winners. 
The committee evaluated over 200 
nominations this year, and “Ulti-
mately we agreed that it deserved to 
win, because it’s a major issue in the 
district, but it was a tough choice,” 
she said regarding the selection of 
Popeye: A Play to Stop Bullying for 
the overall ICE Award. Popeye took 

on the controversial issue of bullying 
in a performance for students and 
parents, urging students to treat one 
another with kindness and respect, 
and to report bullying to teachers, 
administrators or other adults. 

But it wasn’t just a matter of 
making sure the best programs got 

By Sissy Courtney
Author Nancy Lieberman is a 

basketball hall of famer, two-time 
Olympic silver medalist, two-time 
National Champion at Old Dominion 
University, and two-time National 
College Player of the Year. She talked 
about her experiences in life and 
leadership and shared stories from 
her business book Playbook for 
Success at the Greater Irving-Las 
Colinas Chamber’s Women’s Alliance 
Luncheon Feb. 20, at La Cima Club.

A former Women’s National 
Basketball League player for the 

Oklahoma Thunder, Lieberman is 
the only woman to be named head 
coach of a National Basketball League 
level team. In 2010 she coached the 
Texas Legends, a Dallas Mavericks 
affiliate of the NBA Development 
League, taking them to the playoffs 
in her first season. 

“I wish my life on everybody,” 
Lieberman said. “I was a poor kid 
growing up in a one parent family in 
Far Rockaway, NY. I was eight when 
they were turning out the lights and 
heat in my house, and I looked at my 

ICE Awards recognizes outstanding efforts of teachers, community

Thespians converge on Irving 
for 14th Annual Column Awards

The ladies of La Cage Aux Column get the evening started as the theater companies from around the region gather for the 
14th Annual Column Awards. / Photos by John Starkey

Fighting for personal freedoms, the cast and crew of ICT 
MainStage’s production of Urinetown were recognized 
with six Column Awards.  

Athlete turned 
author, Nancy 
Lieberman 
signs her book 
Playbook for 
Success after 
speaking at 
the Irving-Las 
Colinas Chamber 
of Commerce 
Women’s Alliance 
meeting.
/ Photo by Sissy Courtney

See NATURE CENTER, Page 10

See ICE AWARDS, Page 2

See LIEBERMAN, Page 9

Playbook for SucceSS

Former Olympian teaches women 
how to be workplace winners

By Amanda Casanova
The Coppell City Council has 

decided to extend a curfew ordinance 
for minors for another three years. 
The Council voted unanimously 
for the extension at their Feb. 26 
meeting.

The ordinance, which was first 
adopted in 2000, sets curfew hours 
from Sunday through Thursday from 
11 p.m. to 6 a.m. On Fridays and 
Saturdays, the hours are midnight to 
6 a.m. The curfew applies to minors 
aged 10 to 16.

The extension will be in effect 
until February 2016 when Council 
can choose to vote again on the 
resolution.

Violation of the curfew carries 
a $500 fine. Exceptions to the ordi-

nance include the minor being with 
a parent or guardian, travel on the 
interstate, going to and from work 
or an emergency.

Last year, the Coppell Police 
Department issued 15 citations for 
curfew violations, according to a City 
staff report. In 2011, police wrote 23 
citations, and in 2010, police issued 
37.

“We’ve surveyed surrounding 
cities,” Coppell Police Chief Mac 
Tristan said. “Every city around us 
has a similar ordinance. The down-
ward trend shows that the ordinance 
has been effective.”

In 2000, the City Council ad-
opted the curfew ordinance and 
every three years, except in 2006, the 
Council has extended the ordinance.

Coppell extends curfew for minors

Coppell will support, 
manage nature center
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n Mar. 2 – Apr. 15
Tax Preparation
AARP volunteers will be available at 
the Heritage Senior Center on Mon-
days and Fridays from 8am – noon to 
help prepare 2013 income tax returns. 
Call Grace Beckner 214-770-5599 to 
schedule an appointment.
n Mar. 2, 7pm
“Sit in a Circle – a Chorale Response to 
Bullying”
Come to Irving Arts Center’s Carpen-
ter Hall for Irving Chorale and the 
IISD Honor Chorus’ performance. 
Tickets are available at the door.
n Mar. 3, 9am-12pm
VFW Breakfast
The Veterans of Foreign Wars have 
started up their March breakfasts. 
Come out to Post 2494 every Sunday 
morning. For menu and prices call 
the Post at 972-790-1611. The public 
is invited to attend.
n Mar. 3, 4-5 pm
Coppell Republican Women’s meeting
Come to the Coppell Fire Department 
training center to hear Part Hardy, 
the State Board of Education mem-
ber for District 11, speak on issues 
including CScope, school funding, 
and STAAR testing. Come at 3:30 for 
a social meeting!
n Mar. 3, 3-5pm
Walking Stick Exhibit
Charlie Hagen will be displaying 
some of his extensive collection of 
walking sticks from around the world 
with visitors to the Irving Heritage 
House. Admission is free. Docent 
led tours begin at 3pm and 4pm. The 
Heritage House is located at 303 
South O’Connor. For more informa-
tion, call Mary Higbie at 972-252-
3838 for more information.
n Mar. 5, 10am
Heritage Senior Center Travel Seminar
Join Chris Klein of Collette Vaca-
tions and find out about reasonably 
priced travel opportunities for senior 
citizens. Call 972 721-2496 for more 
information.
n Mar. 5, 4:30-6pm
Archery Clinic 
Want to have fun learning how to 
shoot a bow and arrow? The Irving 
Police Athletic/Activities League 
(IPAL) is offering a free archery clinic 
for ages 10-18 at IPAL, 1550 Rock 
Island Road. No registration required 
however, parents or guardians must 
sign a waiver. Participants may attend 
one or both clinics. 
n Mar. 6, 7pm
The Lone Star Youth Orchestra 
“Pops On Tour,” features a medley 
from Les Miserables, John William’s 
Raiders March, selections from the 
Peer Gynt Suite, and the Mozart Horn 
Concerto No. 3 at the Irving Arts 
Center. The Mozart Horn concerto 
features one of the Lone Star Youth 
Orchestra Concert Competition win-
ners, Grant Kerns. Single tickets are 

available by phone or at the door. 
Ticket pricing is $7 per student and 
$12. All seating is general admission.
n Mar. 9, 2-6pm
Donate blood
The Red Cross is hosting a blood drive 
at Lowe’s, 3500 W. Airport Freeway 
in Irving. Call 1-800-REDCROSS 
(1-800-733-2767) to make an ap-
pointment or for more information. 
All blood types are needed to ensure 
a reliable supply for patients.
n Mar. 3-9
Severe Weather Awareness Week
The Coppell City Council proclaimed 
the week as Severe Weather Aware-
ness Week. The Texas Division of 
Emergency Management, the Na-
tional Weather Service and the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) have also joined together 
in urging all citizens to prepare for 
severe weather events and to educate 
themselves on safety strategies.
The Coppell Fire Department Office 
of Emergency Management strongly 
recommends that citizens and busi-
nesses understand what disasters 
can affect Coppell. This will help 
individuals and businesses develop 
a plan to address communication 
among family members and cowork-
ers during and after an event, help 
to prepare an emergency supply kit, 
as well as gather important papers 
and valuables in a safe place for easy 
retrieval. 
Notification of impending weather is 
also crucial to planning. A variety of 
information portals and devices can 
be used to warn about a weather event 
that might take place or is moving 
in to your area. Tuning into LOCAL 
media stations is a priority as they 
will focus on the area where you live 
or work. Purchasing a NOAA weather 
radio from local retailers is another 
option for early notification. 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

IRVING
symphony orchestra

Golden Anniversary Season • 50 Years of Great Music!

Hector Guzman, Music Director

Performance at the Irving Arts Center, Carpenter Performance Hall, 3333 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, TX 75062

 

Romance…with Strings Attached!!!
March 9, 2013 • 8 PM

The world’s most enduring music for strings! Featuring
compositions by Vivaldi, Tchaikovsky, Borodin and Grieg

For Tickets Call Irving Arts Center Box Office 972-252-ARTS
Or Order Online: www.irvingsymphony.com
Irving Symphony Orchestra Association 972-831-8818

Box $47  Center Orchestra $44  Side Orchestra/Balcony $37

KICKOFF RECEPTION 
Tuesday, March 5 

 5-7 p.m. at Glory House.

www.mikegregory2013.com

Political ad paid for by Mike Gregory Campaign, Ken Murray, Treasurer

Early voting: April 29 to May 7
Election Day is Saturday, May 11

Irving ISD 
Board of Trustees for District 7

Mike Gregory

9 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. 
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Wed. 

9:30 a.m. to noon Sat. 

March 4 — 9 
Gifts for every occasion 

Jewelry 
Crochet and Knit Items 

Birdhouses 
Paintings 

Cards 
Quilts 
House 

Kitchen 
Baby 

Toddler 

 

Heritage Senior Center | 200 S. Jefferson St. | Irving, TX 75060 | (972) 721-2496 | www.cityofirving.org/heritage 

MEETINGS
7 a.m. Thursday mornings
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N.O'Connor Blvd
Irving, Texas 75062

IRVING SUNRISE 
ROTARY

Join us 
for great speakers 

every week!
We are always seeking 

new individuals who want 
to make a di�erence 
in their community.

 

August 9          Sandra Forster                         
Rotary District Governor

August 16        Billy D Hines                             
The History of NorthPark 

Center

August 23        The Margaret Hunt 
Hill Bridge and Dallas' Trinity 

River Project
August 30        TBA

�e Irving-Las Colinas Rotary 
Club meets every �ursday at 

Noon at the Las Colinas Country 
Club, and we welcome guests.  We 
are always seeking new individuals 
who want to make a di�erence in 

their community.

 

their due; included is a prize of up 
to $1,000 for the top award winner, 
something the district hopes will be 
reinvested in outstanding programs 
in the coming year. This year, the 
prize was larger than ever. Debrick 
attributes the committee’s generos-
ity this year to the generosity of their 

sponsors. 
“All our funding comes from 

sponsors, and we don’t really know 
how much we’ll be able to give until 
all the money comes in from them, 
and this year after we collected it 
all we found had enough to give 
$1,000,” Debrick said. 

Despite this, Debrick thinks that 
the ICE Awards are as much about 
recognition and respect as financial 
remuneration. 

“I think that’s definitely the real 
motivator for a lot of these students 
and teachers,” she said. “But a lot of 
them don’t know about it. A lot of 
people there [at the ceremony] had 
never been before or never heard 
about it. So we definitely are trying 
to get the word out.” 

This vision of expanding the ICE 
Awards is central to its mission to mo-
tivate parents, teachers and students 
to improve the district, a goal pursued 
not only through sponsorship or ce-
lebrity presenters - this year’s awards 
were presented by Catherine White-
man, local television personality - but 

by encouraging more interest in the 
awards themselves. 

“Last year we got 25 percent of 
our submissions from PTA programs. 
We want to go above and beyond 
that,” Debrick said. “We want to grow 
teachers, grow parents and grow 
children.” 

ICE Awards
Continued from Page 1
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$69* D.I.V.O.R.C.E 
 

CRIMINAL DEFENSE 
● DWI / Suspended License 
● All Warrants 
● 24 Hour Jail Release 
● Occupational License 
● Protective Order 
● Misdemeanor / Felony Cases 

FAMILY LAW 
● Divorce / Annulment 
● Child Support / Paternity 
● Custody Modification 
● Restraining Order 
● Protective Order 
● Name Change / Adoption 
● Domestic Violence 

 
Easy Payment Plans 
Law Offices of Vincent Ndukwe 
2730 N. Stemmons Frwy 
#409, Dallas 75207 

214-638-5930 

Open Saturdays  
and Sundays 

1420 N. Cooper St., #112 
Arlington, TX 76010 

817-277-0196 
 

866-446-1400 
 

*Fees quoted above are minimum down payment needed to begin processing your case, if you qualify.  Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. 

Juvenile Cases 
Child  Protective 

Services/CPS 

Se Habla Espanol 
 

Gerald Edelman, M.D., Ph.D.

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 350, Irving, TX 75061

Accepts most Health Plans 
including Medicare 972-253-4245

Specialist in Oncology and Hematology
✦ Graduated from the University of Colorado School of Medicine
✦ Board Certified by the American Board of Internal Medicine 
with a subspecialty in Medical Oncology
✦ Principal Investigator at the Mary Crowley Medical Research Center
✦ Has served the Irving Community since 1991

Joins the Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving!

RamblerSUBSCRIBE!
214-676-1145

RamblerADVERTISE!
972-870-1992

RamblerTELL US WHAT’S UP!
972-870-1992

RamblerSUBSCRIBE!
214-676-1145

RamblerADVERTISE!
972-870-1992

RamblerTELL US WHAT’S UP!
972-870-1992

By Amanda Casanova
Musicians happily lugged in their favorite instru-

ments to the First Methodist Church on for the Winter 
Festival of Acoustic Music Feb. 22-23

The festival, presented by the Lone Star State Dul-
cimer Society, has taken place for about 25 years, draw-
ing aspiring acoustic music player and professionals to 
discuss playing techniques and showcase their talents.

The two-day event featured concerts from folk musi-
cian Stephen Seifert; dulcimer players Tina Bergmann 
and Mark Nelson; the band No Strings Attached; and 
percussionist Mark Shelton.

“The Winter Festival of Acoustic Music brings 
together musicians who share an interest in folk and 
acoustic music—primarily hammered dulcimer players 
and mountain (fretted) dulcimists although you can find 
guitarists, mandolin players, and a few fiddle players in 
attendance,” Shelton said.

The festival also offered about 60 hands-on work-

shops for musicians, including lessons on hammered 
dulcimer, mountain dulcimer, the autoharp and tradi-
tional instruments such as the piano.

“We assembled another first-class ‘local’ staff, many 
in demand as headliners at other festivals around the 
country,” organizer Linda Thompson said in a press 
document. 

“Put it all together and you have a weekend filled 
with informative workshops, outstanding concerts and 
good times.”

Musicians performed daily during the event with an 
event concert to cap each day.

“It’s a great opportunity to hear amazing instrumen-
talists and learn from them in workshops,” Shelton said. 
“I performed two concert sets and taught four workshops. 
Folks seemed to enjoy - and hopefully learned a bit.”

The Lone Star State Dulcimer Society will next 
meet at 6 p.m. on April 13 at the Senter building, 228 
Chamberlain St.

By Sissy Courtney
Almost a third of Dallas/Fort 

Worth International Airport (DFW) 
falls within the boundaries of the 
City of Irving, which benefits from 
taxes generated by development of 
that land and stands to benefit from 
future airport growth. John Terrell, 
DFW Vice President of Commercial 
Development, provided an overview 
of DFW and its economic impact on 
the region, including current proj-
ects and development plans as well 
as future visions for the airport. He 
spoke at Irving-Las Colinas Rotary 
Club’s Noon meeting at Las Colinas 
Country Club on Feb. 21. 

The merger between American 
Airlines and U.S. Airways is expected 
to bring an economic boom.

“It is a big bragging right to 
be home to the world’s biggest air-
line,” Terrell said. “Headquarters 
will remain here. There will be a lot 
more people coming here. American 
has downsized in some areas, but 
is expanding at DFW. We are very 
excited about the opportunities that 
will come out of that merger. 

 “One of the major benefits: We 
have a tax sharing arrangement with 
the City of Irving, the City of Euless, 
The City of Coppell and part of the 
City of Grapevine,” Terrell said. 
“Taxes that are generated because 
of development that occurs on the 
airport are split: one-third to that 
host city and two-thirds to Dallas and 
Fort Worth. The amount of taxes that 
are generated due to development is 
huge in this area. 

“All the cities around us would 
like to see us develop the airport 
because usually taxes that are paid 
go into infrastructure, police and 
fire, and so those taxes are eaten up 
by obligations by those cities. The 
airport takes care of the infrastruc-
ture, the police and fire, so the taxes 
that are generated on the airport are 

encumbrance-free. 
“One of our biggest successes 

falls within the City of Irving in In-
ternational Commerce Park.” The 
site is over 400 acres which started 
development in 2001 and is now fully 
developed and fully leased. 

Avion is the largest airplane 
parts distributor in the world and 
has its corporate worldwide head-
quarters located in the City of Irving 
and on the airport. 

“Avion has expanded twice since 
they moved in here,” Terrell said. 
“They went from $500 million to 
over $3.2 billion a year in revenue. 
They have $21.6 million in payroll.”

Other companies located in In-
ternational Commerce Park include 
worldwide headquarters for Dallas 
Cowboys Merchandizing, DHL, and 
Pratt and Whitney. 

“DFW invested $37 million in 
the infrastructure for streets, utili-
ties and grading,” Terrell said. “De-
veloper improvements are reaching 
$300 million in that area with 3,200 
jobs on just under 400 acres – $531 
million in salaries – $6 million as 
revenue to the airport not including 
any of the taxes that are generated. 
Now, translate that 400 acres into 
6,000 acres and that will give you 
an idea of some of what can be ac-
complished on the airport.”

DFW does future planning 
centering on airport operations and 
land use, and Terrell described future 
plans for the airport. 

“We have 18,000 acres on the 
entire airport, and we’ve identified 
about 6,000 of those acres for de-
velopment,” he said. “We’ve retained 
12,000 that will take us as far into 
the future as one can imagine, and 
by the time you reach the future that 
this can accommodate, we’ll probably 
be landing in hovercrafts or ‘Beam 
me up, Scotty’ kinds of things where 
you’ll just be transported onto the 

airport.”
DFW’s next big project is South-

gate Plaza located in front of their 
rental car facility which falls within 
the City of Euless. 

“It’s going to be a mixed-usage 
development,” Terrell said. “We are 
getting ready to construct a 150,000 
square foot consolidated headquar-
ters where we are moving a great 
deal of our forces on site and into 
that building. 

“We are also building a Hyatt 
Place Hotel, with 137-rooms. It is 
a $92 million project which will be 
owned by the airport.”

They will break ground on the 
Hyatt in May, 2013. 

“We will have about six retail 
and restaurant pads that are going 
to be located at this spot and some 
future office locations,” Terrell said. 
“We are also moving the U.S. Postal 
Service on the west side of the airport 
to this site; it’s going to be a lot more 
easily accessible; it’s also a destina-
tion that will draw folks into this loca-
tion. We have over 4,400 customers 
a day into the rental car facility, and 
this is going to provide a great oppor-
tunity for them for business meetings 
where (now) they have to go off to all 
parts to have those meetings.”

By Will Jukes
The Irving Black Arts Council 

hosted its annual celebration of 
Black History Month at the Irving 
Arts Center on Feb. 24. The national 
theme of this year’s Black History 
Month, “Freedom & Equality,” was 
celebrated with a reception and a 
schedule of events that included an 
unveiling by Postmaster Rodney 
Malone of a new stamp featuring 
Rosa Parks and a presentation on 
42, a new movie about the life of 
Jackie Robinson starring Chadwick 
Boseman and Harrison Ford, set to 
be released April 12.

The main portion of the event, 
however, focused on local art and 
artists, with a gallery exhibit featuring 
works contributed by local artists and 
a new play from a local playwright. 
The play, titled Grandma, I Don’t 
Believe It, follows a woman who tries 
to teach her skeptical grandson and 
his best friend about the struggles 
of slavery, segregation, and the civil 
rights movement. The playwright, 
Cynthia Reid Wills, said she was 
inspired by her own difficulty com-
municating African American history 
to her grandchildren. 

“Because I’m a grandmother, 
when I tell my grandchildren things 
that happened, even in my past, not 
so much as far back as slavery, they 
say ‘Grandma, I don’t believe it!’ I 
felt like that was something I could at 
least teach the audience of teenagers 
a lot of young people here today, that 
would not believe what went on in 
the past,” said Wills. An Irving Black 
Arts Council member, the author of 
two books and several plays, Wills is 
also a local business owner.

“The whole goal is to promote 
African American culture here,” said 
LaNita Johnson, Vice President of the 
Irving Black Arts Council. 

“Every once in a while an artist 
might drive in from San Antonio or 

Houston,” she said, referring to the 
gallery exhibit titled “Diaspora: From 
the Motherland to the Homeland,” 
which took a year to plan and fea-
tured sculpture, painting and photog-
raphy, with an emphasis on the work 
from artists in the community. But 
she also emphasized the diversity of 
the event, which included work from 
Caucasian artist and UNT professor 
Murielle White. 

“What we’re trying to do here in 
partnership with the city is celebrate 
the diversity of the city. Irving is 
probably one of the most diverse 
communities in the Metroplex,” 
Johnson said. 

Others see room to expand Black 
History Month’s role in the broader 
community. 

“It only just scratches the sur-
face, in terms of the educational 
process in the entire community,” 
said Maurice Walker, a member of 
the community.

The event drew a larger crowd 
than in the past. 

“We did have an overflowing 
crowd. This auditorium seats prob-
ably 200 people, and it was standing 
room only,” Johnson said. 

Colbin Gibson, a representative 
for the Irving Black Arts Council, at-
tributes it to changing the date. 

“It’s using a Sunday model. In 
the past we’ve used an evening model 
during the week,” Gibson said. He 
also suggested that youth involve-
ment played a role. “It’s always im-
pactful when you have diverse age 
groups involved in the program, es-
pecially young kids. Parents are going 
to come. So you’ve got parents, you 
get young people, and we want that.” 

Johnson offered several theo-
ries, but ultimately was happy to see 
the event succeed. “I know they have 
a choice for when to celebrate, I’m 
just happy they chose this event to 
celebrate,” she said.

By Amanda Casanova
Coppell voters will have a chance in May to decide 

on whether to support a $79.5 million bond package for 
improvements to the school district. The Coppell Inde-
pendent School District voted at meetings on Feb. 25 to 
set a single proposition for voters.

“It’s a lot of money, but it’s an investment in our 
futures and our students and in this community that we 
love,” David Apple, vice president for the school board, 
said. “I feel very confident in this community supporting 
this and I think it’s going to pass.”

Within the package is a proposal for $27 million in 
renovations to Coppell High School, such as expanding 
the school’s gym and the athletic field house.

The second largest part of the package is the con-
struction of a $21 million two-story elementary school. 
The school will be the district’s first Net-Zero school, an 

energy producing facility, and will feature a rain collection 
system and rooftop butterfly garden.

Coppell’s proposed 10th elementary school will be 
located around North Lake north of Interstate 635.

If voters approve the bond, the average homeowner 
will see a $159 annual hike in taxes, according to Sid 
Grant, Coppell ISD assistant superintendent.

Early voting on the bond package begins April 29 
and Election Day is May 11.

“It is needed,” Anthony Hill, board president, said. 
“Additional space is needed. This is not something that 
is above and beyond. Those facilities have been stretched 
beyond their capacities, but the students and staff go out 
and do a great job with them and we appreciate that.”

The last bond election was in 2009 for $55.9 million 
in remodeling, safety upgrades and technology improve-
ments.

DFW Airport VP updates 
Rotary Club on progress

At an Irving-Las Colinas Rotary Club 
meeting, John Terrell, Dallas/Fort Worth 
International Airport Vice President of 
Commercial Development, gives an 
overview of DFW and its economic impact 
on the region. / Photo by Sissy Courtney

Winter Festival fills the season with music

MLK Essay Contest winner 
Valley Ranch Elementary fifth grade student Malavika Kashyap wins First Place in MLK 
Essay Contest sponsored by Cimarron Park Recreation Center. Malavika wrote an essay 
about her dream in honor of Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” Speech. / Submitted photo

Senior citizens rally at State Capitol
 The steps of the Capitol building in Austin were the site of a senior citizen 

rally on Feb. 12. Seniors from all over the state of Texas gathered to make 
their voices heard by members of the State Legislature. 

The ceremonies opened with the Senior Ballet Folklorico Dancers from 
Conley-Guerrero Senior Center in Austin. Representatives from the Texas 
Silver Haired Legislature and The Senior Source then shared their thoughts 
on aging and the need to advocate for the elderly. 

Texas Senator Jane Nelson of Flower Mound, sponsor of Senior Day, and 
Texas Representative Elliot Naishtat of Austin, Chairman of the Legislative 
Committee on Aging urged the crowd to action on behalf of Texas Seniors. 
Seniors were encouraged to take the opportunity to meet with State Senators 
and Representatives to discuss issues facing the elderly.  

“I’m just glad to get the chance to ask some questions, this is important” 
Billie Morrow of Irving said. Eighteen senior citizens from Heritage Senior 
in Irving were among the attendees. 

Mary Little of Irving thanked Heritage Senior Center and its partners 
The Remington in Las Colinas and Avante Rehabilitation for making the trip 
possible.  Senior Day at the Capitol is held every two years.

Source: Heritage Senior Center

Irving Black Arts Council 
celebrates history, artists

Coppell bond election may improve schools
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EMPLOYMENT

CEMETERY PLOTS

FOR SALE FOR SALEREAL ESTATE

PETS

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
tammyp@irvingrambler.com 

Cable Order Entry
Part-time positions

Afternoon-Evening Shifts
3435 North Beltline Road, Suite 120-121

Irving, Texas 75062
Application Hours 

Tues-Friday 3:00-9:00pm

Home delivery
carrier needed

Seeking an energetic and 
self-motivated individual. 

Requirements: 
• Reliable Transportation

• Valid Driver’s License
• Current Auto insurance

• Good Driving Record
• Positive attitude with 

willingness to learn
• Basic computer skills

$20 per hour earning potential. 

Call Tammy Pompa 
at 214-676-1145 

for more information.

Two of the best 
and Last remaining 

Oak Grove Memorial Garden lots 
in the tree shaded Vespers Section.

Both for $7,500.00 - Call 
Larry @ 214-529-2499

INTEGRATED AIRLINE 
SERVICES 

is looking for part-time
 warehouse, ramp and 

customer service agents.  
Applicants MUST be 18 

years, pass a background 
check and drug test. 

Pay rate is $9.00 per hour.  
Must apply in person at 
1640 West 23rd Street, 

Suite 400 (upstairs) 
Dallas, TX 75261.

LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICES

NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO ISSUE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS COMBINATION TAX AND REVENUE 

CERTIFICATES OF OBLIGATION, SERIES 2013B

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on April 4, 2013 the City Council of the City 
of Irving, Texas, at 7:00 p.m. at a regular meeting of the City Council to be held 
at the City Hall, 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas, the regular meeting place of 
the City Council, intends to pass an ordinance authorizing the issuance of not 
to exceed $3,500,000 principal amount of Certificates of Obligation, in one or 
more series, for the purpose of paying contractual obligations to be incurred for 
the following purposes, to wit:  (i) designing, developing, constructing, improv-
ing, extending, and expanding streets, thoroughfares, sidewalks, bridges, and 
other public ways of the City within the Ranchview Public Improvement District 
(the “Ranchview PID”)  within the City; (ii) designing, acquiring, constructing, 
equipping, and improving City water and sewer facilities and improvements 
within the Ranchview PID; (iii) designing, acquiring, constructing, equipping and 
improving  City green and open spaces within the Ranchview PID; (iv) designing,  
constructing, and improving landscaping and hardscaping of public improvements 
within the Ranchview PID; (v) designing, acquiring, constructing, equipping, and 
improving City drainage facilities and improvements within the Ranchview PID 
; ((i) through (v) together, the “Project”), (vi) paying capitalized interest on the 
Certificates and, (vii) paying professional services of attorneys, financial advisors 
and other professionals in connection with the Project and the issuance of the 
Certificates.  The Certificates shall bear interest at a rate not to exceed fifteen 
percent (15%) per annum, and shall have a maximum maturity date of not later 
than thirty (30) years after their date.  Said Certificates shall be payable from 
the levy of a direct and continuing ad valorem tax against all taxable property 
within the City sufficient to pay the interest on this series of Certificates as due 
and to provide for the payment of the principal thereof as the same matures, as 
authorized by Subchapter C, Chapter 271, Texas Local Government Code, as 
amended, and from special assessments levied for the Project by the City pursu-
ant to Chapter 372, Texas Local Government Code, as amended, on properties 
within the Ranchview Public Improvement District.

THIS NOTICE is given in accordance with law and as directed by the City Council 
of the City of Irving, Texas.

GIVEN THIS February 21, 2013.
Shanae Jennings
City Secretary - City of Irving, Texas

NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO ISSUE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS COMBINATION TAX AND REVENUE 

CERTIFICATES OF OBLIGATION, SERIES 2013A

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on April 4, 2013 the City Council of the City 
of Irving, Texas, at 7:00 p.m. at a regular meeting of the City Council to be held 
at the City Hall, 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas, the regular meeting place of 
the City Council, intends to pass an ordinance authorizing the issuance of not 
to exceed $9,000,000 principal amount of Certificates of Obligation, in one or 
more series, for the purpose of paying contractual obligations to be incurred for 
the following purposes, to wit:  (i) designing, developing, constructing, improving, 
extending, and expanding streets, thoroughfares, sidewalks, bridges, and other 
public ways of the City within The Bridges of Las Colinas Public Improvement 
District (the “Bridges PID”) within the City; (ii) designing, acquiring, construct-
ing, equipping, and improving City water and sewer facilities and improvements 
within the Bridges PID; (iii) designing,  constructing, and improving landscaping 
and hardscaping of public improvements within the Bridges PID; (iv) designing, 
acquiring, constructing, equipping, and improving City drainage facilities and 
improvements within the Bridges PID; ((i) through (iv) together, the “Project”) 
(v) paying capitalized interest on the Certificates and, (vi) paying professional 
services of attorneys, financial advisors and other professionals in connection 
with the Project and the issuance of the Certificates.  The Certificates shall bear 
interest at a rate not to exceed fifteen percent (15%) per annum, and shall have 
a maximum maturity date of not later than forty (40) years after their date.  Said 
Certificates shall be payable from the levy of a direct and continuing ad valorem 
tax against all taxable property within the City sufficient to pay the interest on 
this series of Certificates as due and to provide for the payment of the principal 
thereof as the same matures, as authorized by Subchapter C, Chapter 271, 
Texas Local Government Code, as amended, and from special assessments 
levied for the Project by the City pursuant to Chapter 372, Texas Local Govern-
ment Code, as amended, on properties within The Bridges of Las Colinas Public 
Improvement District.

THIS NOTICE is given in accordance with law and as directed by the City Council 
of the City of Irving, Texas.

GIVEN THIS February 21, 2013.
Shanae Jennings
City Secretary - City of Irving, Texas

***PUBLIC NOTICE***
and

REQUEST for PUBLIC COMMENT
ALL CITIZENS, AGENCIES, AND INTERESTED PARTIES

for certain activities funded through the following federal grants:
Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG),

Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG)
HOME Investment Partnerships Program (HOME).

March 2, 2013
CITY of IRVING – Housing and Human Services Department

825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas  75060
972-721-4800

E-Mail:  vebner@cityofirving.org

The City of Irving will be holding three public hearings this spring and summer to receive citizen 
input on upcoming projects and activities.  All projects will be located in Irving, Texas. Citizen 
comments will be used to help create the Action Plan for Fiscal Year 2013-2014, which will be 
submitted to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) in August of 2013. 
The three meetings will be held at the following times and locations:

Saturday, March 23, 2013, 11:00am
CommunityFest

Heritage Park Building
217 Main Street

Irving, Texas

The City of Irving will also be seeking input at the above hearing on an amendment to the city’s 
Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) budget. All comments may be submitted to the Housing and 
Human Services Department from March 5 – April 5, 2013. A copy of the proposed budget is 
available on the city’s website at www.cityofirivng.org/housing-human-services

Wednesday, May 15, 2013, 6:00 pm
Housing and Human Services

 Board Meeting
City Hall

825 W. Irving Boulevard
Irving, Texas

Thursday, July 25, 2013, 7:00 pm
Irving City Council Meeting

City Hall
825 W Irving Boulevard

Irving, Texas

Bartlett Cocke General Contractors, Construction Manager-at-Risk, for the Irving 
ISD Renovations to Brown ES, Elliott ES, and Haley ES, is requesting Competitive 
Proposals from subcontractors and suppliers. Subcontractor and Supplier Proposals 
will be received via FAX to 972-247-1039 or email  to bidntx@bartlettcocke.com no 
later than 2:00 PM on March 14, 2013. Any pro-posal received after this time will 
not be accepted.  

Subcontractors are invited to attend a pre-proposal conference for this project: March 
07, 2013, at 3:30 pm starting at Elliott ES (1900 S. Story, Irving, TX 75060) continu-
ing on to Brown ES (2501 W. 10th Street, Irving, TX 75060) and Haley ES (3601 
Cheyenne, Irving, TX 75060)  

Proposal Documents may be obtained from Bartlett Cocke or viewed at iSqFt, or the 
Bartlett Cocke’s Farmers Branch office. Please contact Mike Morrison at mmorri-son@
bartlettcocke.com or call (214) 451-0755 to make arrangements. 

Small, Woman Owned, Disadvantaged, HUB, HUB-Zone, 8(a), Minority, and all similar 
firms are encouraged to submit proposals on this project. Bartlett Cocke General 
Contractors is an equal opportunity (EEO) employer.

The CITY OF IRVING, Texas will receive sealed responses in the Purchasing Division, 1st floor, 
845 W. Irving Blvd, until the date & time below & will open responses at the same location for 
the following item:

1. ITB #088D-13F 
Repair Services & Optional Body Work for Ford Vehicles

Due Date: 3/13/13 @ 3 p.m.
2. ITB #087D-13F 

French Street Drainage Improvements South of Rene Drive
Due Date: 3/20/13 @ 3:30 p.m.
Pre-Bid Mtg: 3/14/13 @ 11 a.m.

3. ITB #089M-13F 
Maintenance of Jail Electrical & Electronics Control System

Due Date: 3/21/13 @ 3 p.m.
Mandatory Pre-Bid Mtgs:

 3/13/13 @ 8:30 a.m.
& 3/14/13 @ 8:30 a.m.

4. RFQ #085D-13F Engineering Design Services for Las Colinas Blvd. - 
Fuller Dr to Riverside Dr

Due Date: 3/22/13 @ 3:30 p.m.
Pre-Bid Mtg: 3/7/13 @ 3 p.m.

5. RFP #090D-13F Biometric Screening, PSA, & Other Wellness Screen-
ings

Due Date: 3/28/13 @ 3 p.m.
Responses must be received in a sealed envelope with solicitation number & due date on the 
envelope. Late responses cannot be accepted. Information may be found at www.cityofirving.
org click Departments/ Purchasing
Phone: 972.721.2631

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR
Lone Star Framing Addition (PL12-0044)
South Irving Library Replat (PL13-0002)

Villas Of Alto Vista, 1st Revision (PL13-0009)

PUBLIC NOTICE BEFORE THE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION OF THE 
CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, TO CONSIDER RESUBDIVISION OR REPLATTING OF A RE-
CORDED SUBDIVISION WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS OF IRVING, DALLAS COUNTY, TEXAS.

Notice is hereby given for the following public hearings to consider resubdivision or replatting of 
recorded subdivisions as hereinafter described which will be held in the City Council Chambers 
of City Hall, 825 West Irving Boulevard, Irving, Texas:

Lone Star Framing Addition (PL12-0044)
Being a replat of part of Lot 2, Block C, Jackson and Blanton Subdivision. The property is be-
ing replatted for single family uses. This property is located at 406 Ouida Road, and is zoned 
R-7.5 (Single Family).

South Irving Library Replat (PL13-0002)
Platted as Lots 1, 2, and 3, Block A, Lone Star Heights Annex, and unplatted land in the Hiram 
Bennett Survey, Abstract No. 122. The property is being platted into two lots for municipal uses. 
This property is located on the north and south side of Shulze Drive at Larry Drive and W. 
Second Street, and is zoned R-6 (Single Family) and DDD-Irving/Second Corridor Subdistrict 
(Downtown Development District).

Villas of Alto Vista, 1st Revision (PL13-0009)
Being a replat of Lots 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 16 and 17, Block 3, the Villas of Alto Vista Addition. 
This property is located at Gentry Road and Santa Rosa Way and is zoned R-7.5.

Planning and Zoning Commission:   Monday, March 18, 2013, 7:00 pm

The application is on file for public examination in the Department of Development Services at 
825 West Irving Boulevard, Irving, Texas. For additional information, please contact the Depart-
ment of Development Services at (972) 721-2424. Please reference the name of the plat or 
case number when requesting information.

All citizens or interested parties desiring to be heard concerning this replat may speak.  This 
facility is wheelchair accessible and accessible parking spaces are available. Requests for 
interpretation services or assistive hearing devices must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting.  
Contact the City Secretary’s Office at (972) 721-2493 for assistance.

MOVING SALE
Thursday, March 7 – 
Saturday, March 9

1101 Churchill (at Chamberlain)
Glassware, pet paraphernalia, China table 
settings; Christmas! Also selling shelving, 
Rubbermaid storage unit, lawn mower and 
yard tools, computer hutch, and wrought 
iron single bed with mattress/box springs. 

NO INFANT OR CHILD SUPPLIES.
8:00 am - 4:00 pm Thursday and Friday

8:00 am - 2:00 pm Saturday

Shy Words

FOR SALE
2011 Travel Trailer

23’4” Electric jacks & slide
214 500 3574 9am & 9pm

FOR SALE
Townhouse in the Hospital District 

of South Irving with expensive qualities 
and appraised for $145,000. Also available 

completely furnished with Maytag 
appliances. Call 972-793-7743

Free Chihuahua to a Caring person 
that will provide a good home. 
7 years old and very loving. 

Call 972-793-7743

Even Exchange

Seventy-seven Irving ISD teams 
traveled to Grapevine-Colleyville to 
participate in the Mid-Cities Regional 
Destination Imagination Tourna-
ment on Feb. 23.

Teams, composed of anywhere 
from two to seven students, have 
worked for the past few months on 
a team challenge that required col-
laboration, problem-solving, and 
creativity. Although sponsored by 

an Irving teacher, students worked 
through their challenge without 
any influence from their team man-
ager. At the tournament, students 
presented their solution to a team 
of appraisers and competed in an 
instant challenge as well. Scores from 
the two challenges were combined to 
determine placement. 

Seven teams will advance to the 
state tournament in Katy, TX, on 

April 12 - 13: Johnston Elementary, 
Bowie Middle School, Crockett Mid-
dle School, MacArthur High School, 
and Jack E. Singley Academy, who 
has three teams moving on to state. 
This is the second year for Johnston 
and Bowie to win a place at the tour-
nament and the fifth year at least one 
Singley team has advanced. It is the 
first win for MacArthur and Crockett. 

Source: Irving ISD

Nimitz High School 
finishes 4th in state at 
academic decathlon

 For the 12th time in the past 
14 years, the Nimitz Academic De-
cathlon team placed among the top 
five teams at the Large School State 
Meet (5-A teams), finishing 4th in a 
field of 40 teams over the weekend 
in El Paso. 

Timothy Betts was the top-
scoring Nimitz student. Timothy also 
won a silver medal in Science and a 
bronze in Economics. 

But Nguyen was the #4 B stu-
dent in the meet, winning a $1000 
scholarship in the process. But also 
won the bronze medal in Science. 

Matthew Jauregui was the #5 C 
student in the meet and won a $750 
scholarship. Additionally, Matthew 
won a bronze medal in math and a 
gold medal in interview. 

Other medal winners for Nimitz 
were Blaine Stevens, who won a gold 
in economics and a bronze in music, 
Rebecca Van Pamel, who won a silver 

in literature, and Michel Castillo, who 
won a gold medal in interview.

Darby Adams and Sarah Var-
ghese also made major contributions 
to the fourth place finish. The team, 
led by coach Greg Jackson has quali-
fied to compete at the State Meet 23 
out of the last 26 years.

Source: Irving ISD

Students at every grade level compete in Destination Imagination
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Title: Jack the Giant Slayer
Rated: PG-13

What a giant journey this one turned out to 
be! Jack the Giant Slayer is 
the first full scale adventure 
to hit the big screen in 2013 
and brings with it humor, 
royal romance, solid act-
ing and of course Giants. 
Luckily audiences will not 
have to wait several more 
months and swim through 
a sea of blockbusters to find 
something exciting and 
enjoyable.

The story is familiar 
enough and follows the 
basic template of the fairy 

tale. A young, poor farm boy trades his horse 
for some “magic beans”. This produces a huge 
stalk that grows into the heavens opening a long 
closed portal between man and giant. This time 
the king’s daughter (Eleanor Tomlinson) gets 
involved and Jack (Nicholas Hoult) must join 
Elmont (Ewan McGregor), the leader of the 
royal guard, as they set out to save her. Added 
to the turmoil is a ruthless advisor to the king 
(Stanley Tucci) who has plans of his own when 
it comes to the giants.

Lots of fun moments in this one when it 
comes to not only the dialogue but the detailed 
creation of the giants. They are large, menacing, 
and at times disgusting; everything a good gi-
ant should be. They are all about crushing the 
bones of men and cooking them in pies. All of 
the recognizable attributes from the fairy tale 

are woven into the story line nicely. Still, the 
writing team did not rely solely on the look of 
the creatures but gave us some witty banter and 
human relationships to go along with it. Unlike 
most tales, this is not about a prince and a prin-
cess but instead a commoner who loves her. So 
Jack has to not only prove himself to everyone, 
but try even harder to win his true love.

McGregor and Tucci both try hard to give 
a good show. Actors of their caliber could have 
easily felt above the role and prepared only 
what was needed. Instead, these two throw 
themselves into the role 100 percent and seem 
to be having a blast with their characters. This 
of course bleeds over to the viewer, so we have 
a good time right along with them. Still it never 
feels cartoonish or campy.

One negative note; even though the action 

sequences are summer worthy and for the most 
part well executed, the 3D version does have a 
lot of fuzzy moments and fails more than suc-
ceeds. I am not sure the in your face moments 
outweigh the distractions. That is a shame too, 
because other than that, it is almost a perfect 
adventure story.

Jack the Giant Slayer is rated PG-13 for 
intense scenes of fantasy action violence, some 
frightening images and brief language. The 
main thing for parents to be concerned about 
is how menacing the giants will be to your pre-
teens. They are constantly chasing and stomp-
ing humans which may give youngsters a few 
restless nights of sleep. Other than that it is a 
perfectly fun time for you and the older kids. I 
give it 3.75 out of 5 pigs in a blanket. If you get 
to see it in 2D you may even like it more.

MATT 
MuNgLE 

MUNGLE 
ON MOVIES 

Visalakshi Rao Vallury, M.D., Ph.D.

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in Family Practice
✦ University of Illinois College of Medicine 
James Scholar Program for Independent Study

✦ Mt. Sinai Family Practice Residency of Chicago, Illinois
Department of Family Medicine and Community Health

✦ Board Certified, American Academy of Family Physicians

✦ Fluent in English and Telugu

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Suite 325 Irving TX 75061

972-253-4343Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 

Why wait in lines?
PURCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

Tickets on sale NOW! Online or at the Theater

JACK THE GIANT SLAYER-2D    
PG13

1:15    4:20    7:00    9:40

JACK THE GIANT SLAYER-3D    
PG13

1:45    4:50    7:30    10:10

PHANTOM    PG13
1:35    4:55    7:15    9:35

21 AND OVER    R
12:50    3:10    5:35    8:00    10:20

THE LAST EXORCISM 2    PG13
12:50    3:05    5:20    7:45    10:05

SNITCH    PG13
1:10    4:20    7:10    9:50

DARK SKIES    PG13

1:15    3:45    7:15    9:35

ESCAPE FROM PLANET EARTH-
3D    PG

3:10    9:50

ESCAPE FROM PLANET EARTH-
2D    PG

12:55    5:20    7:35

A GOOD DAY TO DIE HARD    R
1:05    3:30    7:10    9:40

SAFE HAVEN    PG13
1:00    3:40    7:20    10:00

IDENTITY THIEFT    R
1:20    3:55    7:25    10:15

SILVER LININGS PLAYBOOK    R
1:25    4:05    6:55    9:45

LIFE OF PI-2D    PG
1:10    4:00    6:50    9:55# - No Passes      * - Fully Restricted

Really big adventure becomes giant success for kids, adults

out dozen of awards for actors, direc-
tors and designers.

This year witnessed new awards 
added to the Column’s core selection 
including the Special Recognition 
Awards, presented to individuals 
whose efforts do not fit into tradi-
tional awards categories. This year’s 
awards included selections in best 
work with wigs and best puppetry.

In honor of their 100th anniver-
sary, the actor’s union, Actor’s Equity 
Association, was awarded with an 
honorary Column, which was ac-
cepted by a special liaison committee 
on behalf of the 300 union members 
in the Metroplex.

Every year, all proceeds from 
the Column Awards are donated to 
Broadway Cares/Equity Fights AIDS. 
In a video address, the organization’s 
executive director, Tom Viola, con-
gratulated the Column Awards for 
being the only event to do so every 
year for over a decade.

Garcia’s irreverent blend of 
risqué and pomp and circumstance 
was not allowed to continue at its 
breakneck course, however. Almost 
three hours into the evening, right 
before the Columns for best plays and 
musicals were given, the fire alarm 
exploded in the middle of Plaza The-

ater Company’s performance of Rag-
time, forcing the audience to retreat 
into the chilly night. After the fire 
department turned off the alarm, the 
ceremony continued without further 
interruption with the presentation of 
Columns for Best Play, Non-Equity 
for ICT MainStage’s A Few Good 
Men; Best Musical, Non-Equity for 
Artisan Center Theater’s production 
of Big River; Best Play, Equity – The 
Farnsworth Invention at Theatre 
Three, Inc. – and finally, best Musi-
cal, Equity was a tie between Uptown 
Players’ The Producers and Plaza 
Theatre Company’s Ragtime. 

The South MacArthur Church of 
Christ Youth Group partnered with 
Keep Irving Beautiful and the City 
of Irving Parks Department for a 
cleanup of Trinity View Park on Feb. 
23. Thirty-seven volunteers including 
teens and adult sponsors gave over 
83 hours of service and collected 
400 pounds of trash and 55 pounds 
of recyclables. 

The group focused on the areas 
along the entrance to the park on 6th 
street where recent rains had caused 
litter to be swept into the small creeks 
which lead to the Trinity River. When 
they were finished, visitors approach-
ing the park saw a clean, litter-free 
entry that reflected the hard work 
and community pride of the church 
members.

Youth pastor Brian Bunch ac-
companied the group and com-
mented on the spirit of volunteerism 

of the day. 
“The Student Ministry of South 

Mac loved having the opportunity to 
partner alongside Keep Irving Beau-
tiful and the City of Irving to help 
clean up the trash in and around 
Trinity View Park,” Bunch said. “We 
were excited to serve the community 
in this great effort.”

KIB’s Faith Group Committee 
co-chairs, Rachel Moon and Arnold 
Martin, expressed their appreciation 
to the group for their efforts. 

“It is very gratifying to see mem-
bers of faith groups extending their 
ministry into giving back to the 
community, and it is especially nice 
when we see the youth get involved 
in a project like this that can benefit 
so many,” Moon said. “KIB is very 
grateful to have such a strong faith 
community to partner with.”

Source: Keep Irving Beautiful

South MacArthur teens, KIB
‘Clean it like they mean it’

Column Awards 
Continued from Page 1

Technical Awards:

1. Judd Vermillion, Urinetown for 
scenic design of musical
2. Ellen Doyle Mizener, A Few Good 
Men for scencic design of play
3. Sam Nance, Urinetown, best 
lighting design of musical
4. Ian Garland, A Few Good Men for 
lighting design of play
5. Tory Padden, Urinetown for best 
costume design of musical 
6. Fernando Lara, A Few Good Men for 
sound design of play

Other awards:

1. A Few Good Men--best play 
2. Chris Robinson, best director of 
musical for Urinetown
3. Mark Miller, best musical director 
for Urinetown
4. Eddie Floresca, best choreography 
for Urinetown
5. Gregory Hullett, best actor for A 
Few Good Men
6. Rachel Robertson, best actress for A 
Few Good Men
7. Rudy Seppy Volunteer Award – 
Binnie Tomaro

ICT MainStage 
Column Awards 
(all non-equity)

Members of the Plaza Theatre Company present a visually stunning dream scene from their production of Fiddler on the Roof.
/ Photos by John Starkey

The Uptown Players brings the humor of The Producers to the Column Awards.
The Artisan Center Theatre’s production of Big 
River takes center stage.

Bringing 
the party to 
the Column, 
members of the 
Plaza Theatre 
Company 
perform a 
portion of their 
production of 
Ragtime.
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Jimmie “Jim” James Harvey Scoggins
Jimmie “Jim” James Harvey Scoggins, age 83, noted 

Texan architect, commercial realtor, private pilot, artist and 
staunch advocate for Deaf rights passed away peacefully 
on February, 15, 2013, surrounded by his loved ones. Born 
November 24, 1929 in Stephens, Arkansas, Jim’s family 
moved to Texas when he was one week old. He graduated in 
1947 from David Crockett High School in Conroe, Texas and 

went on to study Fine Arts at Mary 
Hardin-Baylor University in Belton, 
Texas. In 1948, he enlisted with the 
U.S. Air Force, became a chaplain 
and then served in the Korean War, 
where he served until 1952. 

After his honorable discharge 
from the U.S. Air Force as a staff 
sergeant with bronze star honors, 

Jim enrolled at the School of Architecture, University of 
Texas in Austin, fulfilling his lifelong dream to become an 
architect.  While there, he saw a job posting for a part-time 
resident advisor at the Texas School for the Deaf in Austin, 
where he added a new dimension to his life by acquiring 
American Sign Language skills, also honed while teaching 
football to 40 deaf middle school students. This led to his 
later commitment to advocacy on behalf of the Deaf com-
munity on the local, state, national and international levels.  

He received his Bachelor’s degree in Architecture from 
the University of Texas in 1957, then passed the architec-
tural exam for the state in 1960 and moved to Irving, Texas 
in the same year. He continued his pursuit of excellence 
by taking up architectural design studies at the Instituto 
Tecnológico de Monterrey in Mexico. 

Jim ran a very successful architectural firm in Irving, 
Texas with partner Doug Reid Grogan, who passed away 
recently. Among the many commissions of Grogan and 
Scoggins from 1965 to 1985 were the current Irving City 
Hall, numerous churches, commercial buildings, public 
schools, personal residences, shopping centers and projects 
across North Texas. From 1985 to 1993, he practiced as Jim 
Scoggins,  & Partners, Architects.  While the bulk of his 
work was in North Texas, Jim also worked in California. 
In 1993, he retired and continued to work as an architec-
tural consultant.  At the time of his death, he served on a 
committee for the construction of a new police facility in 
Jonestown, Texas.

Certified by the National Council of Architectural 
Registration Board, Jim received Architect Emeritus des-
ignation by the Texas Board of Architectural Examiners 
in 2002; he was also a member of the American Institute 
of Architects (AIA) and its Dallas and Inland California 
chapters, and the Texas Society of Architects.

Among Jim’s many architectural honors included 
merit and design awards from the AIA, Texas Society of 
Architects, the Dallas Chapter of AIA, the International 
Hotel and Restaurant Association, the American Asso-
ciation of School Boards and the American Association of 
School Administrators. He was also recognized by the Texas 
Association of School Boards and the Texas Association of 
School Administrators.

While in Irving, Jim served on the Chamber of Com-
merce Junior Advisory Board and Local Affairs Committee, 
the Traffic Safety Commission and the Downtown Preserva-
tion Committee. His many roles included service as chair 
of the Joint Planning Group and the Fire Zone Study Com-
mittee. He was also chair of the Society of Irving Architects, 
vice president of Irving Aid, Creator of the Safety Town for 
children, and Honorary Chief of Police.  

Jim was also elected official to the Dallas County 
Community College District Board of Trustees for seven 
years, during which time five out of seven colleges were 
built. He served as president of the Texas Association of 
Junior College Board Members and Administrators, as state 
chair of the American Association of Community College 
Trustees and as a member of the Dallas Baptist College 
Board of Trustees.

While advancing his professional career, Jim was a 
fierce defender of the human and educational rights of Deaf 
persons and worked in partnership with Deaf community 
leaders and members. He attained national certification 
as an American Sign Language interpreter and went on 
to serve as elected president of the Texas Society of Inter-
preters for the Deaf, affiliated with the national Registry of 
Interpreters for the Deaf. He was instrumental in legislation 
that led to the creation of the Texas Commission for the 
Deaf in 1971, now known as the Office of Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing Services within the Department of Assistive and 

Rehabilitative Services.  Subsequently he served on the 
state commission and received recognition by the Texas 
Association of the Deaf. Jim also served as interpreter and 
state coordinator for a seven-state Billy Graham Crusade 
tour, formed the Baptist Center for the Deaf, and chaired 
several international fundraising efforts to benefit Deafly-
mpics athletes through his involvement with the Kiwanis 
Club of Irving, Texas.

Beyond his formal roles working in partnership with 
the Deaf community, Jim was beloved for his community 
building efforts through coordination of deaf social ac-
tivities, e.g., softball teams, captioned movies and venison 
cookouts. He gave generously of his time and resources 
to those in need. For example, he helped create special 
memories for deaf children and adults by offering rides on 
his Harley Davidson motorcycle; he also invited families to 
his house on July 20, 1969 to watch the famous “man on 
the moon” moment on television - Jim interpreted so that 
they, too, could share in the historic excitement. 

Jim was an architect, in more ways than one. He was 
an exceptional person of many talents and interests - the 
consummate lifelong learner, always including others 
with a twinkle in his eyes and a welcoming aura, generat-
ing smiles all around. His visionary prowess was evident 
throughout his many life endeavors - he was a source of 
inspiration, always ready to engage, nurture and mentor 
others in converting dreams to reality. He was quick to 
respond to requests for help, with no questions asked - to 
strangers and friends alike. Always quick to thank people, 
he showed genuine appreciation to all who contributed to 
the success of joint endeavors.  Deeply proud of his two 
sons, Jim is remembered as a father and man who gave 
generously to them and to everyone so that all would have 
a better existence and for inspiring ethical, clear decision 
making in their lives.

An aficionado of the arts and architectural history and 
a classic car enthusiast, Jim took pride in his 1958 Corvette 
convertible, toured the U.S. with family and friends on his 
1949 Panhead Harley Davidson and many cycles he owned 
during his lifetime, shared his love of flying as a private 
Cessna pilot, sold commercial real estate, and rooted for 
the Dallas Cowboys.

Well-loved by many for his kind soul and gentle 
nature, Jim doted on Bobbie Beth Bridges, who he mar-
ried in 1978, and their shared love story of over 35 years 
is one that  bridged  families, languages, communities 
and countries. Jim was deeply engaged with his extended 
family, professional and civic colleagues and a wide circle 
of friends including those with whom he was involved in 
church-related endeavors. At the time of his death, he was 
immersed in research to identify sign language in medieval 
and renaissance works of art and structural adornments 
across the globe.  

Jim was preceded in death by his father and mother, 
Wisdom Young Scoggins, Sr. and Viva Elizabeth Carpenter 
Scoggins, one brother and two sisters. He is survived by 
his wife of 34 years, Bobbie Beth Scoggins of Jonestown; 
his son, Marrk Wisdom Scoggins and wife, Patricia Scog-
gins of Euless; his son, Michael Eugene Scoggins and wife, 
Danita Wallace Scoggins of Middletown, Ohio.  With his 
wife, Jim is also survived by their daughter Kizzie Bridges 
Pomilio and husband, Nicola Pomilio of Rome, Italy, 
and their son Brandon Bridges and wife Sonia Bridges of 
Austin. His extended family includes eight grandchildren 
and a great grandson: Whitney Marie Scoggins, William 
Wallace Scoggins, James Michael Scoggins, Wayne Po-
milio, Kyle  Pomilio, Ariana Olivia Bridges, Finnley Lloyd 
Bridges, Ruby Ann Beth Bridges and  Cayden Wisdom 
Scoggins. He is also survived by his sister, Annette Vin-
cent of Sulphur Springs, Louisiana and his nephew, Stan 
Stover of College Station; and his mother in law Margie 
Lee Bridges of Jonestown.    

The family requests in lieu of flowers, that donations 
be made to the “Jim Scoggins Deaf Education Advocacy 
Memorial Fund” and sent to Bobbie Beth Scoggins, 8504 
Tip Top Drive, Jonestown, TX 78645. The purpose of this 
fund is to further public policy issues on the international, 
national, state and local levels related to Deaf education.  In 
recent years, Jim supported educational advocacy efforts 
by the National Association of the Deaf and the Knowledge 
Center on Deafness, so the memorial fund in his honor has 
been created with these groups in mind.  

A memorial service celebrating the life of Jim Scog-
gins will be held at 10:00 am on Saturday, April 6, 2013 
followed by a light reception, at the First Baptist Church, 
403 South Main Street, Irving, Texas. To inquire further, 
call 512-815-7476 (v).

Isabelle W. LeBel

Isabelle W. LeBel passed away at 
her home in Virginia City Highlands, 
NV on Sunday, February 24, 2013. 

Isabelle was 
born in Som-
ersworth, NH 
to Emma and 
Wilfred Willett 
on March 16, 
1917. She mar-
ried R.V. (Val) 
LeBel in 1939, 

and they celebrated their 70th wed-
ding anniversary in September 2009. 
Val predeceased Isabelle in October 
2009. Isabelle is survived by her two 

loving daughters, Suzanne Griffin 
and Valerie LeBel-Flatley, son-in-law 
Martin Flatley, grandchildren Paul 
Newman, Jeff Newman and Michele 
Wilson, seven great grandchildren 
and four great, great grandchildren, 
nephews Fred Willett, Richard Willett 
and Paul Normandeau, niece Irene 
LeBlanc, as well as many caring family 
and friends. Isabelle was a loving wife, 
mother and grandmother, who before 
marriage attended business and nurs-
ing schools. She enjoyed bridge, golf, 
cooking and traveling and was active 
in her church communities. Rest in 
peace dear mother, wife, grandmother 
and friend. We love you and will miss 
you terribly. A funeral mass will be 

held in the North Chapel, Calvary 
Hill Cemetery, Dallas, TX on Monday, 
March 4, 2013 at 11:00 a.m. In lieu of 
flowers, donations can be made to St. 
Mary’s in the Mountains, P.O. Box 510, 
Virginia City, NV  89440, designated 
for the restoration fund.  

Joyce Rockwell
Funeral services for Joyce Rock-

w e l l  w i l l  b e 
held at 11:00 
AM Monday, 
March 4 at the 
First Method-
ist Church in 
Irving, Texas. 
Rev .  Sammy 

Hargrove will officiate. There will be 
a visitation time the same day from 
10:00-11:00 AM at the church. Pri-
vate committal services will be held 
at the DFW National Cemetery in 
Grand Prairie with Andy Bailey, Dusty 
Rockwell, Matthew Bagley, and Steve 
McGurty serving as pallbearers. Mrs. 
Rockwell, 84, passed away Wednes-
day, February 27 at Texas Health 
Presbyterian-WNJ in Sherman, Texas 
after a short illness. Joyce was born 
in Sioux City, Iowa on February 24, 
1929 to Roy and Marie (Oehlerking) 
Bartels. She attended South Sioux City 
High School where she met Ronald 
Rockwell, fell in love, and became 
his wife on September 3, 1949. Joyce 

worked several years at a bank before 
becoming a devoted homemaker and 
raising two children. She was also 
an active partner in her husband’s 
business, Rockwell Refrigeration 
Sales and Service. Later in her life, 
she worked as a library assistant for a 
few years. She was an active member 
at First United Methodist Church in 
Irving, TX and was a member of the 
Ladies Church Circle. Joyce was a 
loving wife, sister, and mother who 
will be deeply missed. She is survived 
by her husband, Ronald Rockwell of 
Irving; daughter Rhonda Bailey and 
husband Noel of Sulphur Springs, TX; 
son Bryan Rockwell and wife Janice 

OBITUARIES

Serving Irving families since 1963.

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

◆ Local family owned
◆ Serving all faiths
◆ Preneed funeral plans
◆ Chapel seats over 250
◆ Out-of-town funerals
◆ Off-street parking

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

Though 
construction
on SH183 has 

relocated many 
other businesses, 

we are NOT 
moving.

“The Right Choice
for Over 54 Years.”

Director in Charge Gary Westerman

972-254-4242
www.brownmem.com 

Owned and Operated by
Jeanne Brown & The Brown Family 

Founder

Ben F. Brown

Continuing
The Tradition

Chism-Smith Funeral Home
& Cremation Service

403 South Britain
Irving, Texas

� Family owned and operated

chismsmithfuneralhome.com 972-259-7644

Preferred Lifelegacy Provider

Basic Direct Cremation
 $795

● Pre-Need plans from other funeral homes honored

Traditional Funeral Service 
includes: embalming, casket,

visitation and funeral. $3,995 

Coppell’s New Municipal Cemetery
Burial Gardens, Columbarium

Family Estates
www.rollingoaksmemorialcenter.com

972-304-6123

Coppell’s New Municipal Cemetery
Burial Gardens, Columbarium

Family Estates

www.rollingoaksmemorialcenter.com

972-304-6123

Coppell’s New Municipal Cemetery
Burial Gardens, Columbarium

Family Estates
www.rollingoaksmemorialcenter.com

972-304-6123

Coppell’s New Municipal Cemetery
Burial Gardens, Columbarium

Family Estates

www.rollingoaksmemorialcenter.com

972-304-6123

See OBITUARIES on  next page
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of Sherman, TX; four grandchildren; 
six great-grandchildren; two sisters, 
Maxine Bobier of Arvada, CO and 
Marilyn Jorgensen of Phoenix, AZ;  
and one brother, Roger Bartels of 
Hubbard, NE. She was preceded in 
death by her parents. In lieu of flowers, 
memorials may be made to the First 
United Methodist Church of Irving 
at 211 W. 3rd, Irving, TX 75060. The 
register book can be signed online at 
waldofuneralhome.com.

Audrey Burton (Loftis) 
Wallace

Audrey Wallace, a resident of 
Irving, Texas since 1963, passed away 
Friday, February 22, 2013. Audrey was 

born in Double 
Springs, Ten-
nessee, April 
3, 1934, to Otis 
and Avo Loftis. 
She worked for 
thirty years in 
the sewing in-
dustry, many of 

those years she was a supervisor at 
Sunny Isle manufacturing in Dallas, 
Texas. Audrey retired from the City 
of Irving Records Department, with 
seventeen years of service, in 1999. 
Audrey enjoyed going to church, 
Sunday dinners with her family, 
shopping at the mall with her friend 
Dorothy Chaves, and going out to 
eat. Audrey is preceded in death by 
her parents Otis and Avo Loftis, her 
husband Exel Wallace, two brothers 
John Loftis and Jack Loftis, her sister 
Gereldine Denny and brother-in-law 
Tim Denny. She is survived by her son 
Terry Wallace and wife Jo Wallace of 
Irving, her daughter Linnie Wilson 
of Irving, seven grandchildren, five 
great-grandchildren, sister-in-laws, 

Arrangements by 
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home, 

972-254-4242
Ora Thomas, 92  

March 06, 1920 – February 21, 2013
Audrey B. Wallace, 78  

April 03, 1934 – February 22, 2013
 Mary Sarah Gough, 84  

February 28, 1928 – February 25, 2013
 Mayme V. Miller, 92  

June 05, 1920 – February 26, 2013
Gabi Parker, 19  

September 25, 1993 – February 25, 2013

Arrangements by 
Chism-Smith Funeral Home, 

972-259-7644
Cresencio M. Luna, 71 

April 19, 1941 - February 20, 2013 
Allen Olvis Cotten, 66 

October 30, 1946 - February 24, 2013 
Mary Frances Williamson, 88 

July 28, 1924 - February 23, 2013 
Linda Louise Webb, 41

October 2, 1971 - February 22, 2013 
 

Arrangements by 
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home, 

972-579-1313
Doris Elaine (Wilson) Jones, 
March 19, 1926 – February 23, 2013

NOTICES

Constance Q. Zhou, MD

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 225, Irving, TX 75061

Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 972-253-4280

✦ Medical Degree in Otolaryngology from University of Texas 
 Southwestern Medical School, 2006
✦ Residency at University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center
✦ Joined the Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving, October 2011
✦ Bilingual: English and Chinese

Specialist in Otolaryngology, Head & Neck Surgery

Joan Dyer and husband Paul of Ten-
nessee, Joyce Loftis of Michigan, 
nephew Steven Loftis and wife Pat of 
North Carolina, niece June Lambert 
and husband Michael of Michigan, 
nephew Richard Denny of Virginia, 
and numerous other nieces, nephews 
and cousins. Visitation was held Fri-
day, March 1, from 6:00 until 8:00 in 
the evening. Funeral service will be 
held at 9:00 a.m., Saturday, March 
2, at Ben F. Brown Memorial Chapel. 
Burial will follow at Hamilton-Beeman 
Cemetery in Corsicana, Texas.

Continued from previous page

OBITUARIES

To further plans for the develop-
ment of Irving’s Heritage Crossing, 
City Council authorized the sale of 
20.64 acres of land primarily along 
Delaware Creek, just north and south 
of Sixth Street. This allows private 
investors to bid on the properties 
in south Irving’s historic Heritage 
Crossing district. To be considered, 
bidders will be required to submit a 
bid along with a design/development 
plan for the properties that aligns 
with the vision for Heritage Crossing.

“We’re looking to bring high-
quality residential developments 

consistent with the character and 
the vision of the region to Heritage 
Crossing,” said City of Irving Rede-
velopment and TIF Administrator 
Kevin Kass. 

“We know there are a number of 
investors interested in purchasing the 
properties to bring such development 
to Heritage Crossing.”

Bidders also will be required to 
demonstrate their ability to deliver 
the projects in a timely fashion and 
will be required to provide perfor-
mance assurances to the city in the 
form of a bond, letter of credit or 

other acceptable performance as-
surance.

Upon receipt of all bids, submis-
sions will be presented to the Irving 
City Council for consideration with 
the understanding that the City of 
Irving is under no obligation to accept 
any bid. The city will retain the right 
for final approval of the plans, speci-
fications and use of the property.

Heritage Crossing is the 640-
acre area bound by West Pioneer 
Drive, Britain Road, Shady Grove 
Road and MacArthur Boulevard.

Source: City of Irving

Motorists traveling State High-
way 183, also known as Airport Free-
way, are one step closer to traveling 
more efficiently on additional lanes. 
The Texas Department of Transpor-
tation recently issued a Request for 
Qualifications (RFQ) for develop-
ment of the SH 183 Managed Lanes 
Project, which spans from SH 121 to 
I-35E and could include connecting 
roadways, pending legislative ap-
proval. 

“This is a major step in relieving 
traffic and improving safety for Tex-

ans on a highway that has remained 
relatively unchanged since 1973,” 
said Phil Wilson, TxDOT executive 
director. “We are excited about the 
possibility of accelerating the con-
struction schedule of the project and 
providing a high-quality product at 
the greatest value.”

Through a Comprehensive De-
velopment Agreement, TxDOT will 
partner with a company chosen 
from the RFQ to design, build and 
maintain the SH 183 Managed 
Lanes Project. Phase 1 of the project, 

By Jessie Burke
The Irving League of Women 

Voters met at the West Irving Library 
to review their current league support 
positions on Feb. 26. 

The meeting was a preliminary 
one, not to vote on positions, but 
to act as a refresher for members 
on what issues in Irving the league 
currently finds important and to en-
courage members to start research-
ing them. 

“It’s important to have these 
sort of reviews in the league, so we 
can make sure that we are putting 
forth our efforts where they are most 
needed,” League president Mona 
Wyatt said. “We need to see where we 
may have accomplished all we can, 
or where an issue may have already 
been resolved, and then continue to 
focus on taking action where it is still 
needed.” 

For new member Barbara Doyle, 
the meeting was an opportunity to 

learn about what the League sup-
ports, and more about the issues in 
Irving themselves. 

“I joined the league because I 
wanted to get involved in the com-
munity,” said Doyle, who was previ-
ously a member of a New York league 
chapter. “It’s extremely important to 
me to be aware of what is happening 
in your area, to get the word out, to 
do what you can to make a change.”

The League Program consists of 
a limited number of governmental 
issues chosen by the membership for 
study and action. Issues presented at 
Tuesday’s meeting were divided into 
eleven categories; Child Care, Mental 
Health, Urban Planning, Administra-
tion of Justice, Mass Transportation, 
Irving Public Education, City Public 
Libraries, Youth Substance Abuse, 
Waste Management, Kids at Risk and 
Domestic Violence. 

“When examining an issue we 
need to first see if it’s something we’re 

passionate about, something we re-
ally want to see change,” Wyatt said at 
the beginning of the meeting. “After 
that, the next step is to see if there is 
something we can do about it. If it is 
a state or federal issue, then there is 
not a lot of action we can personally 
take. If it’s local then there is a lot 
more we can do.” 

Wyatt did say, however, if it 
is something bigger that they feel 
strongly about, they can recommend 
it to the Texas State League for con-
sideration. 

There were several issues dis-
cussed during the meeting that many 
members already feel passionate 
about retaining: in particular, educa-
tion and school budgets. Texas has 
recently fallen to 49 out of 50 in the 
ranking of school spending per pupil 
in the U.S., which is a great concern 
for the people of Irving who care 
about the success of their students 
and hope to see that ranking raised 

in the coming years. 
Another city program where sev-

eral members of the league wanted to 
see a change is recycling. In Irving, 
residents wishing to recycle must 
currently purchase a roll of blue bags 
from the city, or local grocery store, 
in order to put out their recyclables. 

“For some people going out and 
getting those bags, or having to pay 
extra for them is difficult,” programs 
co-chair Dagmar Metzler said. “I 
would like to see that made easier for 
everyone. I believe making it more 
convenient would do more to encour-
age the people of Irving to recycle.”

Before the league can officially 
decide together what to continue 
taking action on, Wyatt encourages 
members to collect further informa-
tion and review the issues on their 
own, in order to make informed deci-
sions. As the league is nonpartisan, all 
programs are viewed and presented 
in a non-biased way. 

“We don’t approach any issue 
from a particular party,” Wyatt said. 
“Rather we say ‘Why is this impor-
tant for everyone?’ When we go to a 
member of congress we are able to 
say not only what we want changed, 
but why something needs to be done 
with facts and research, and why it is 
important for everyone, not just why 
we personally think it is.”

The meeting is a prelude to the 
League convention in May, dur-
ing which they will present which 
programs they wish to pursue for 
the following year. Once the league 
chooses to take action on something, 
they do so through lobbying on the 
appropriate government level, pre-
senting the League’s views at public 
hearings, sponsoring correspondence 
or interviews with public officials, 
campaigning for public support, and 
forming or joining group coalitions.

“We are passionate about Ir-
ving,” Metzler said. “This our com-

League of Women Voters prepares for upcoming election season

Airport Freeway one step closer to congestion relief
estimated at $1.4 billion, will replace 
deteriorating roadway structures and 
add one to two managed toll lanes in 
both directions of travel. The project 
will improve mobility by expand-
ing 13.5 miles of the corridor in the 
western portion of Dallas County and 
eastern portion of Tarrant County.

State Highway 183 ranks as #47 
on the state’s list of 100 Most Con-
gested Roadways. One quarter of all 
Metroplex traffic travels the corridor 
daily. Current traffic volumes on SH 
183 average between 120,000 to 
168,000 vehicles per day; 50 percent 
more vehicles than the highway is 
designed to carry.

A Request for Proposals will be 
issued after completion of the RFQ 
process later this year with first phase 
of construction planned to start in 
2014. 

Source: Texas Dept. of Transportation

City accepting bids for Heritage Crossing properties

Boys and 
their toys
Grave Digger, 
the world’s most 
famous monster 
truck, looms over 
Haydin Shires (3) 
as he holds one 
of his favorite 
toys, a miniature 
Grave Digger 
truck. Haydin 
took a close up 
look at the real 
Grave Digger 
at Universal 
Technical 
Institute-Dallas’ 
Monster Jam Open 
House in Irving on 
Feb. 22.
/ Photo by John Starkey
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Organizations are required to re-submit their information on 
a monthly basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have 
accurate information. Listings are limited to the Organization’s 
name, meeting location and time. If an organization wishes 
to have more information than the free listing offers, we will 
continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

CLUBS
American Legion Post #218

Heritage Park Building
215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions
   call 469-621-7878

Buttons & Bows Square 
& Round Dance Club 

1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 
Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

Circle I - Square 
& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Friends of The Irving Theater
Second Tuesday at Joe’s Coffee Shop.

7 p.m. to eat/casual meeting at 7:30 p.m.

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thurday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
   Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Los Lupes

 Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Genealogical Society
 meets the third Monday of each month 

in the main auditorium of the 
Irving Public Library. 

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Los Lupes
In the Irving Mall 

Irving Republican
Women’s Club

Meets the second Monday of 
each month (except July) at 7pm

IHOP Restaurant
Hwy 635 @ MacArthur

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

2nd Friday, 10am
First Christian Church
210 East Sixth Street

Irving Rotary Club
Thursdays at 12 pm

Las Colinas Country Club
ndugger@irvingisd.net

Irving Sunrise Rotary
Thursday at 7 am

Las Colinas Country Club
4400 N. O”Connor Rd.

Metroplex Glass Club
Third Tues. each month 7-9 p.m.

Irving Garden & Arts Bldg.
For more info call 972-986-2990

The Optimist Club of Irving
1st Wednesday at 6:30 P.M. and 

3rd Tuesday at 11:30 a.m.
Meet at Googly Eyes 
2413 W. Airport Frwy.

Saturday Singles
Lunch Bunch 

1st & 3rd Saturdays 
972-254-3525

Single Moms Care & Support 
of Irving

2nd and 4th Fridays of each month
6:30 - 8:00 p.m. at the Irving YMCA 

(corner of Irving Blvd. and Story Road)
Free meal! Encouraging meeting! 

Kids welcome!

TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Dwelling Place
1126 Hilltop Drive

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd

 Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd

Widowed Persons Service 
Saturday Morning 8:30am
IHOP Restaurant-Beltline

1801 N. Beltline Rd.

Put a Paw print in your heart
and a best friend at home!
The precious pets at the DFW Humane Society would like to 
bring a lifetime of love and happiness into your home!!

4140 Valley View Ln.
Irving, Texas 75038

972-721-7788
www.dfwhumane.com

OPEN:
Tuesday - Friday

11am-6pm
Saturday 10am – 5pm

Come adopt a new family member today!
If you can’t adopt, please donate!

Hi there. I'm Dixon. I'm about 2 
years, a male and looking for a 
friend to spend the rest of my life 
with. I'm friendly with people and 
dogs, too. If you're looking for a 
running mate, I'm your man because 
there is nothing that I like better 
than a good run. I'm very inquisitive 
and I like to check things out. Well, 
that's about all there is to say about 
me. If I sound like the friend for you, 
come down to the shelter and visit.

Hi my name is 
Sweet Pea! I 
am unbeliev-
ably good 
looking 2-year- 
old spayed 
grey female 
with elegant 
long hair. I 
was rescued
from another shelter, and can't wait for 
a forever home with people who will 
snuggle me and protect me from harm. 
The singer Amos Lee sings about me 
and said "Sweet Pea you are the apple 
of my eye, and you are the only reason I 
come home." Let me be your reason to 
come home, come on by and let's 
meet.

1. TELEVISION: What was 
the name of the estate in 
the gothic soap opera “Dark 
Shadows”?
2. ANIMAL KINGDOM: How 
many eyes does a bee have?
3.  ENTERTAINMENT: 
Which actress was married to 
Mickey Rooney, Artie Shaw 
and Frank Sinatra?
4. INVENTIONS: When was 
the first coin-operated pinball 

machine invented?
5. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who 
was the first president to be 
born an American citizen?
6. QUOTATIONS: Who said, 
“It’s not that I’m afraid to die. 
I just don’t want to be there 
when it happens.”
7. U.S. STATES: What does 
the name of Hawaii’s capital, 
Honolulu, mean?
8. LITERATURE: Which 
one of Shakespeare’s plays 
contains the line, “The course 
of true love never did run 
smooth.”
9. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: 
What was the name of cow-

boy actor Roy Rogers’ dog?
10. FOOD & DRINK: What is 
a gherkin?
Answers
1. Collinwood
2. Five -- two compound eyes 
and three simple eyes
3. Ava Gardner
4. 1931
5. Martin Van Buren
6. Woody Allen
7. Sheltered bay
8. “A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream”
9. Bullet
10. A type of pickled cucum-
ber

• It was screenwriter, 
playwright, novelist, direc-
tor and producer Ben Hecht 
who made the following sage 
observation: “Trying to deter-
mine what is going on in the 
world by reading newspapers 
is like trying to tell the time 
by watching the second hand 
of a clock.”

• Those who study such 
things say that the Earth spins 
faster on its axis in September 

than it does in March.
• When the TV show “Be-

witched” first started filming, 
the star, Elizabeth Montgom-
ery, was just a month away 
from giving birth to her first 
child, so the first five episodes 
were shot almost in their en-
tirety without her. It wasn’t 
until the baby was a few weeks 
old that she was able to go on 
the set to film her scenes.

• Before the June 1944 
invasion of Normandy, a 
crossword puzzle that was 
printed in the London Dai-
ly Telegraph contained the 
words “mulberry,” “Neptune,” 

“Omaha,” “overlord” and 
“Utah.” That may not seem to 
be a fact of much interest, but 
it turns out that those were all 
secret code words used by the 
Allied military in planning the 
upcoming offensive. The puz-
zle’s author, a schoolteacher, 
was tracked down and inter-
rogated, but the puzzle’s con-
tent was ultimately chalked up 
to coincidence.

• The country’s first pay 
phone was installed in a bank 
in Hartford, Conn., in 1889. 
It cost 5 cents to place a call, 
the equivalent of $1.25 today.
(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc. (c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

FUN & GAMES
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brother, and Cliff* looked at me and 
says, ‘We’re poor.’ 

“I said, ‘You’re poor. I’m not 
poor. Don’t tell me what I am. Don’t 
put that in my head. I’m not going to 
be poor.’ I could feel it in my heart, 
and I knew that was not the life that 
I was going to lead, and by the bless-
ings of God, I found basketball. 

 “I still have wonderment that 
this is me – that all these wonder-
ful things have happened to me in 
my career,” Lieberman said. “Every 
day, I wake up and I open my eyes 
and I thank God for this day, for 
this breath, for this moment, for this 
lunch, for this time in this place that 
I can be here with you because the 
alternative is I could have said ‘No.’”

Growing up, her idol was Mu-
hammad Ali. 

“I heard him on TV … say, ‘I’m 
the greatest of all times,’” Lieberman 
said. “I went in the kitchen, and I told 
my mom, I’m going to be the greatest 
of all time.’ I fell in love with this man, 
and amazingly at the age of 19, I met 
my hero. In my eyes, I met this in-
credible person who changed my life, 
and he taught me how to be fearless. 

“Muhammad has the shortest 
poem in history: ‘Me. We,’

“If I’m a better me, we’re going 
to be a better we. If we’re a better 
we, we’re going to be a better they. 
If we’re a better they, we’re going to 
rock the world with our love, with 
our kindness and our generosity, and 
how we approach every day…”

Philanthropist Warren Buffett 
has been a friend of Lieberman’s for 
over 25 years. 

“I think every day about his 
humility – humility is confidence,” 
Lieberman said. “Arrogance is not 
confidence. There should be humility 
in what we do each and every day.” 

Business Model 
“Learn about sports,” Lieber-

man said. “It’s the great communica-
tor; the great connector.”

She called the strategy of sports 
“an amazing process.”

“In Newsweek Magazine recent-
ly they interviewed 20 of the top CEO 
women in the world,” Lieberman 
said. “They all played sports. Eighty 
percent of Fortune 500 companies 
are hiring women who played sports 
in college.

“That’s because you can yell at 
them, scream at them, tell (them 
they’re) not really good, tell (them 
they) didn’t come with the goods 

today, you can give (them) a strategy, 
you can teach (them) how to win, you 
can teach (them) how to lose, you can 
teach (them) how to be a better team-
mate. They want us; we’re valued. 
This is a great time for us as women. 
We can do anything that we want to 
do, but we must believe that we can.”

She said to use humor and 
sarcasm in a good way along with 
the truth.

“There is no I in TEAM but there 
is in WIN,” Lieberman said. 

“Each and every one of you has 
to be better individually. Give people 
a reason to follow you. Do it with love 
and do it with kindness, be firm but 
fair. Teach people how to be better.

“Nordstrom’s mission statement 
says: ‘You have the right to be great 
always.’ Be consistent. Repetition 
makes you great. Our job as a leader 
is to give them the ingredients to be 
great. Give them solutions. Give them 
some drills. 

“Be a good communicator,” 
Lieberman said. “Tell me what you 
want, and I can say ‘Yes’ or ‘No.’ 
Have a passion for something. People 
want to be around people that inspire 
them, that make them happy, that are 
not the Debbie-downers of the world. 

“Master the things that don’t 
take talent,” Lieberman said. “It 

doesn’t take talent to smile. It doesn’t 
take talent to execute. It doesn’t take 
talent to be a good teammate. Those 
are just core values that we should 
have every day of our life. Try to 
be a little bit better every day. You 
can change how people think. No 
excuses; no explanations because if 
you are explaining your excuse, you 
don’t want accountability.

“Be who you are – good, bad or 
ugly – that’s life, but be a better you 
every day. Don’t be a one hit wonder. 

I wish everyone here intentional 
greatness, because you can be the 
greatest of all time. Handle your 
business. Don’t tell me what so-and-
so didn’t do. Handle your business. 

If you do that, you will be the 
greatest of all times.”

*(Her brother Cliff became a 
dentist and lives in Virginia. Lieber-
man said she does not use him as 
her dentist because she fears pain 
as payback, but she said she hears 
he’s good.)

1714 N. Story Rd.
Irving, TX 75061
(972) 986-7729
www.plymouthpark.org

Sunday Morning
First hour worship & bible study — 9:15 AM

Second hour worship & bible study —10:30 AM

Kirkwood United Methodist Church
“Where God Continues To Do Something New”

9:00 a.m.  Servicio de Inspiracion en Espanol
9:30 a.m. Sunday School in English
 Children’s Church
10:30 a.m. Fellowship Time
11:00 a.m. Inspiration Service in English
 Escuela Dominical en Espanol
 Rotation Sunday School

Reverend
Preston W. Weaver

Senior Pastor
Reverend

Albano Tayengo
Associate Pastor

2232 W. Fi�h St. @ Story Rd.  |  Irving, TX 75060
972-254-4191  |  www.KirkwoodUMCIrving.org

SUNDAYS

“Free But Not Cheap.”

WORSHIP

Belt Line Road 
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:30 p.m.
972.790.8606 www.BeltLineChurch.com 

CHuRCH OF CHRIST

CATHOLIC

ASSEMBLIES OF gOD

Holy Family of Nazareth
Catholic Church

One block north of Hwy 183 on Esters Rd.
Sat. 5:30pm, Sun. 8am, 10am, 12pm, 

5:30pm
972-252-5521

www.HolyFamilyChurch.net

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST  

LuTHERAN

First Christian Church
114 West Grauwyler Rd. 75061

972-579-0911
Sunday School for all ages-9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship- 10:45 a.m.

Woodhaven Presbyterian Church
3650 North O’Connor Road

Irving, Texas 75062
www.woodhavenpres.org

Rev. Diane Baldwin 
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
972.541.0747

March 3 — (Third Sunday in Lent) 
A time for planting, and a time for uprooting 

what was planted 
Psalm 63:1-8; Luke 13:1-9

PRESBYTERIAN uSA

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third, 75060

972-253-3531    www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall

Northgate
United Methodist Church

3700 West Northgate, 75062
972-252-8519     www.northgateumc.org
Worship Service 8:15 AM in the Dome

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:45 AM in the WAC 

at the rear of the complex

uNITED METHODIST

Worship & Bible 
Fellowship: 
9:30 & 10:50 a.m. 

1004 S. Story Rd. 
Irving, TX  75060

972.790.3629 
myoakview.org

March 3: Amazed By Jesus

Calvary Chapel of Irving 
“…teaching the bible verse by verse”

Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
1104 N. Beltline Rd.

Call 817-729-6687 or
Visit www.calvaryirving.org

GOOD SHEPHERD
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

2620 West Grauwyler Rd, Irving
www.gslcirving.com

■ Mid-Week Worship 
 Wednesdays 2/20-3/13, 7:00 pm

Open 24 Hours
Webcams

Overnight Boarding
Doggie Daycare
Spa & Grooming

Training
Airport Parking

Best of Big D
At DFW Airport        (972) 456-0010         Paradise4PawsDallas.com
DFW Airport Employee Discounts        •       New Client Specials

A PREMIER RESORT FOR CATS AND DOGS

St. Stephen’s Presbyterian Church  
1621 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Irving, TX 75061  972-259-8744
www.ststephensirving.org

Sunday Bible Classes 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:50 a.m.

PRESBYTERIAN uSA

Lieberman
Continued from Page 1

Across the past 34 years, the 
annual TexasFest gala has raised 
$10 million for Irving Healthcare 
Foundation’s (IHF) efforts to cre-
ate a healthier Irving. Sixteen of 40 
TexasFest chairs recently gathered at 
a luncheon hosted by IHF honoring 
their volunteer fundraising leader-
ship through the years. Shown left to 
right are past TexasFest Chairwomen 
Angie Drake, Diana Pfaff, Helma Ma-
zon, Lisa Mazon Hultz, Vickie Tatum, 
Joan Attaway, Lisa Watkins, Carolyn 
McDougal, Helen Barclay, Rosalie 
Jensen, Clem Lear, Jan Boyce, Robin 
Filbeck, Paula Flatley, Gwyn Shea 
and Rita Korkmas.

Source: Irving Healthcare Foundation

TexasFest chairs recognized for building healthcare legacy 
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applications of solar power, rain wa-
ter capture, green construction and 
composting. Elementary students 
will have an opportunity to study 
rock and fossils. Middle schools will 
be able to use labs for conservations 
studies and high schools will be 
able to see real world applications 
of engineering. The building could 
also be used for civic gatherings and 
meetings.

“Research showed that students 
wanted to be involved in meaningful 
activities in the community,” said 
Vonita White, nature park board 

member and retired assistant super-
intendent. “The park has been their 
place to make a difference and get 
involved in their community. It has 
really been a philosophy of meaning-
ful involvement for students, teach-
ers and the community.”

The center will be built within 
the Coppell Nature Park, located off 
Freeport Parkway. 

“This type of facility will allow 
students to become really engaged 
in environmental science in a place 
where they can see plants and ani-
mals interacting,” said Sid Grant, 
Coppell ISD assistant superinten-
dent for business services. “Instead 
of Internet and textbook learning, 
students will learn hands-on.”

972-579-1155

RamblerSubscribe 
to the  214-676-1145

Bistro Lunch 
Mon- Fri — 11 AM - 2PM

$5.95 to $15

109 S. MAIN STREET, 
IN DOWNTOWN IRVING

WiFi
FREE

972-259-1123 
www.gloryhousecatering.com

CATERING 
to your home, corporation, or venue!

Our venue transforms to host 
your event on site at Glory House 

(for up to 200 guests)

Easter Brunch

Elvis Gospel Brunch 
St. Patricks Day, March 17 

and April 14

10:30 AM to 2:00 PM March 31
Full Salad Bar and Soups 

Adults $14.95, Kids 5-7 years $9.95, 
Kids 4 and under eat free

RamblerSUBSCRIBE!
214-676-1145

RamblerADVERTISE!
972-870-1992

RamblerTELL US WHAT’S UP!
972-870-1992

RamblerSUBSCRIBE!
214-676-1145

RamblerADVERTISE!
972-870-1992

RamblerTELL US WHAT’S UP!
972-870-1992

www.angelsandmoore.com
customerservice@

angelsandmoore.com

ALTERATIONS

50% off 
any alteration up to $20

Expires 3/31/13. Coupon must be 
presented at time of order or purchase.

MARCH SALES

ALL CHRISTMAS 
FABRIC

40% off
 Expires 3/31/13. Coupon must be 

presented at time of order or purchase.

ALL LACE TRIM
 by the yard 

½ OFF
regular price

 Expires 3/31/13. Coupon must be 
presented at time of order or purchase.

GIFT SHOP

50% off 
one regularly priced item

Expires 3/31/13. Coupon must be 
presented at time of order or purchase.

DRESS FORMS

50% off 
Expires 3/31/13. Coupon must be 

presented at time of order or purchase.

FABRIC STORE
(972) 579-0535

118 W. Irving Blvd., 
Irving  TX 75060

Kids/Adult sewing class 3/15
Craft Night 3/9 & 3/15

Knitting class 3/15
Scissor sharpening 3/15 

Link Auto Service
Domestic & Asian Vehicle Specialist

 ◆ Since 1981
 ◆ Locally Owned & Operated
◆ ASE Master Certified Technician

Our services are listed 
on our newly designed website: 
www.Linkautoservice.com
or call 972-790-8208
313 North Belt Line Rd.
Irving, TX 75061

All Makes and Models
Collision Repair &

Refinishing Specialists

972-438-8525404 Mavis, Irving Texas 75061

GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP
INSURANCE CLAIMS WELCOMED

AIRPORT FRWY (183)

PIONEER

RAILROAD

MAVIS

IRVING BLVD.
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Nature center
Continued from Page 1

Funds available to improve Heritage District buildings
By Amanda Casanova

Business owners and tenants in 
the Heritage Crossing can start apply-
ing for up to $25,000 in City funds 
to redo the fronts of their facilities, 
Kevin Kass, redevelopment admin-
istrator for the City, announced at 
a Heritage Crossing Merchants Alli-
ance meeting on Feb. 25.

The Downtown Façade En-
hancement Program, approved by 
the Irving City Council, allows busi-
ness owners to receive up to $25,000 
in reimbursements for enhance-
ments to front facades. Examples of 
such improvements include doors, 
windows and awnings.

The program is part of a City ef-
fort to jumpstart development in the 
Heritage Crossing district, an area 
that business owners have long said 
struggles to compete with other cities’ 

downtown areas.
“We’re looking to improve the 

downtown appearance in order to 
attract additional developers, attract 
tourism and bring some of these 
buildings up to code compliance,” 
Kass said.

If approved for the program, 
building owners have 180 days to 
complete the work and they must 
maintain the improvements for five 
years. 

Only one award is available 
per year per plotted lot, according 
to Kass.

The City will reimburse owners 
within 45 days of project completion.
Partial or uncompleted work will not 
be eligible for reimbursement.

The program is available to busi-
ness owners from Sowers Road to 
Strickland Plaza and south of Irving 

Boulevard to 2nd Street.
“We’re not just talking about 

signage,” Kass said. “There’s got to 
be a wow factor. People will drive 
through and say, ‘Wow, now that’s 
really nice.’”

The Council has allotted 
$100,000 for the program to start, 
but Councilman Michael Gallaway, 
who attended the Heritage Cross-
ing meeting, said the Council would 
consider increasing funding.

“We didn’t have a good feel for 
how many people would be inter-
ested, so if it really takes off we could 
adjust the budget,” Gallaway said.

Applications for the program 
are available at cityofirving.org/
heritagecrossing.

Proposed bridge opens up 
possibilities for new district
By Phil Cerroni

A question in the mind of anyone driving down either 
Hwy 183 or Hwy 114 is what does the City of Irving plan 
to do with the dried-out dustbowl that used to be Texas 
Stadium? More importantly, when are they going to do 
anything with it?

The City has already created renderings for what is 
being called the “Signature Bridge,” a sweeping, cotem-
porary structure that will connect the 78 acres remaining 
from the former Texas Stadium grounds to 218 acres of 
virtually empty land across Hwy 114. Besides providing 
easy access to the DART station for both vehicular and 
pedestrian traffic, the bridge gives the City the option of 
creating one, massive district.

Residents will be happy to know that they should not 
have to pay a cent for this shiny, new bridge.

“This bridge is being built with funds that were 
generated through the use of the site – ticket holders and 
that type of thing – and those funds have already been 
collected,” Doug Janeway, Irving’s Chief Development 
Officer for Real Estate and Development assured.

Combined with the DART station, the Signature 
Bridge will be the principle mans of getting in and out 
of the new area.

“Since the rail is on the frontage there, you can’t really 
cross the rail other than across this bridge,” Janeway said.

The City also plans to connect two neighboring lots 
of 69 and 85 acres respectively in order to make them 
part of this development. For example, recently installed 
high tension wires were placed high enough so that there 
is clearance for a bridge to go in from the existing Texas 

Plaza Bridge to the these vacant lots.
“All the deals we’ve had with TxDOT and the utility 

companies have been geared towards maintaining good 
connections for roadways,” Janeway said. “Every day that 
they get closer to completing the entire infrastructure 
around the stadium site, that site becomes more valuable 
and more developable.”

The bridge, which is planned as part of Phase II of 
the Diamond Interchange, is cued behind a handful of 
current and pending TxDOT projects in the area, includ-
ing the ongoing I-635 improvements and future work to 
widen Hwy 183. For the time being, the stadium site is 
being used to stage equipment and materials for these 
enterprises. 

Nestled directly in the middle of North and South 
Irving, the new “Diamond District” will have the op-
portunity to be a new and unique part of Irving, and 
although the City does not know exactly how it wants to 
develop the land, it will be a massive expansion. When 
connected, the four adjacent lots will equal about 500 
acres of usable space.

Neither the bridge nor the district will be realized 
for a number of years, however. Phase II also includes 
improvements on Hwy 183, Hwy 114, and Spur 348, 
and Janeway said that it would be wise to consider this 
project like the I-635 expansion – a five year deal. The 
City is not letting the long timeframe slow down their 
preparations, however.

“Out next steps are to move forward with the final 
design and continue to partner with TxDOT to bring the 
whole project to fruition through our connections with the 
State, RTC and all the various regional players,” Janeway 
continued. “This will serve as a gateway to Irving and as 
a catalyst for what’s going on out there.”

Irving making plans for stadium site


