
WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

Main Location:
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, 75061

Other Locations:

Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri   8:00 AM–5:00 PM

972-253-4200972-253-4200
www.mscitx.comwww.mscitx.com

After Hours Clinic:
No appointment necessary 
Mon-Fri 5:00 PM–9:00 PM

Sat & Sun 9:00 AM–4:00 PM 

Lab & Radiology:
Mon-Fri 7:30 AM–5:30 PM

Not available for After Hours Clinic

Valdez Clinic:
3501 N. MacArthur Blvd #400

Tuscan Cardiovascular Center:
701 Tuscan Dr #205

Las Colinas:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #250

OB/GYN:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #255

Baylor MOBI:
2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. #425
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with the lyric  
stage orchestra

March 21-30 2014 
Carpenter Hall at  
Irving Arts Center

a musical coming-
of-age tale set during 

World War II
972-252-2787 
lyricstage.org

March 22, 2014 50¢

See STADIUM, Page 6

By Phil Cerroni
In its never-ending search for 

funds to accommodate a steadily-
rising demand for its services, Irving 
Cares is currently in involved in a 
challenge grant overseen by the Fein-
stein Foundation through which the 
non-profit hopes to raise $80,000 for 
its food pantry program (this is sepa-
rate from other forms of outreach, 

like rent and utilities assistance), by 
the end of April.

This money is earmarked to 
supplement Irving Cares’ $250,000 
yearly budget for food purchases. If 
it cannot raise the full amount, the 
food pantry will be forced to cut its 
assistance by about 20 percent, or 
2,000 families, according to Irving 

By Jess Paniszczyn
Fans wearing bunny ears, chicken hats and 

Pokemon gear cheered their favorite teams as 
robots took the field at what could have easily 
been called Tech Wars or Bot Ball. It was, in 
fact, FIRST’s (For Inspiration and Recognition of 
Science and Technology) North Dallas Regional 
Championship at the Irving Convention Center 
March 13 to 15. 

Featuring 45 high schools, with an average 
of 25 students from each, the event, one of 72 

being held nationwide and in Canada over the 
next six weeks, drew teams from across Texas 
as well as from Louisiana  and one from Brazil. 
Each team was given a kit of parts containing 
$20,000 of hardware and software and six 
weeks to build a robot capable of performing in 
a competitive three-on-three competition. As 
each team only had one robot, team members 
were forced to form successful alliances in order 
to win on the field.

By Phil Cerroni
On a campaign trail to win hearts and 

minds throughout Dallas County and to re-in-
spire confidence in a hospital that has garnered 
a reputation for long waits and poor service, Dr. 
Frederick Cerise, new CEO of Parkland Health 
& Hospital System, met with Irving residents 
March 18 in the vault at the Greater Irving-Las 
Colinas Chamber of Commerce to address their 
concerns and discuss the direct the hospital will 
take under his direction.

Chosen for his experience in public hos-
pitals, specifically his time spent in medical 
education at Louisiana State University and a 
stint as secretary of Louisiana’s Department of 
Health and Hospitals, Cerise harbored an acute 
interest in the role of public health systems in 
the 21st century.

“If we really are going to deliver on the 
expectation and the need, in the whole country, 
to provide higher quality care and to do it in a 
more efficient fashion to create a more sustain-

able healthcare system for the populace, we re-
ally do need to have some ability to manipulate 
all the pieces of (inpatient and outpatient care),” 
Cerise said.

Universal coverage under the Affordable 
Care Act (ACA) presents one of the immedi-
ate challenges Cerise will face as he begins his 
administration. As if Parkland did not have 
enough catch-up to play, the ACA is predicted 
to significantly increase the number of patients 
who seek care within the hospital system. This 

large expansion of patients balanced against a 
small workforce is particular troublesome for 
Texas that, Cerise said, proportionally has the 
smallest available primary medical workforce.

Cerise is relying on hospital’s affilia-
tion with UT Southwestern as a vehicle for 
responding to the shortfall of medical profes-
sionals. Although Parkland’s support of the 
university’s education and research missions, 
in turn, supplies doctors and nurses to walk 

Residents 
question 
prudence of 
stadium plan
By Amanda Casanova

In the second public meeting 
this month, Irving residents ques-
tioned some of the features proposed 
for the redevelopment of the old 
Texas Stadium site.

Designs suggested by developer 
OliverMcMillian include a retail cen-
ter with apartments, hotels, office 
space, restaurants and even a tennis 
complex. But some at the meeting 
wondered if more apartments or 
even tennis were the best choices 
for Irving.

City officials, however, said 
nothing is set in stone.

“The Metroplex has a fantastic 
reputation for sports,” Mayor Beth 
Van Duyne said. “You have major 
sports teams here in (the) Metroplex. 
Frisco is killing it with soccer. One 
of the only sports not represented is 
tennis. What we are trying to create 
in this space is something unique.

“If the data doesn’t show that 
this is wanted, we won’t do it, but we 
have an opportunity for the City of 
Irving to brand itself.”

The March 18 meeting was the 
second time representatives from 
OliverMcMillian made the 45-minute 
presentation to the public.

“To be successful we have to be a 
regional draw and get people to cross 
the city lines,” said Greg Wattson, 

Increased connectivity could improve Parkland’s efficiency

ROBOT WARS
Battles prepare students for tomorrow’s challenges

In the heat of competition, students manipulate 150 pound robots to catch, throw and scoot balls across their 
goal while blocking the other team during a two minute round.  / Photo by John Starkey

Irving council OKs 
concert hall plan
Interim City Manager contract 
extended until September
By Amanda Casanova

The Irving City Council voted March 20 to 
approve the $161 million construction budget, 
outlined by ARK Group representatives for the 
Irving Music Factory.

ARK’s conceptual site plan includes an 
amphitheater, retail and restaurant space, an 
outdoor stage, parking garage and open-air 
plaza, totaling $161,262,467. Under the agree-

Challenge grant helps feed the hungry

See PARKLAND, Page 10

See COUNCIL, Page 6
See ROBOTS, Page 10

See IRVING CARES, Page 4

Pol. adv. paid for by the Herbert Gears Campaign

New Fire Chief
Irving Fire Chaplain, 
FEO J.R. Duncan (left) 
Monica Ellington 
(center) and newly 
appointed Fire Chief 
Victor Conley attend the 
Irving Prayer Breakfast 
at Las Colinas Country 
Club on Friday. Conley, 
who had been acting 
as Interim Fire Chief 
for the past year was 
officially announced 
as the new Irving 
Fire Chief at Thursday 
night’s city council meeting. “To be quite honest I was somewhat overwhelmed and 
humbled by the crowd that was there to support me.” Conley stated that he was happy 
that the whole process was over and that the Irving Fire Department can move forward 
with their plans to better the service and safety of Irving residents. / Photo by Genesis Bishop
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By Phil Cerroni
Set against the backdrop of the U.S.’s 

sinking position in the international education 
community and amid criticism directed towards 
curricula across the country, school districts are 
exploring the feasibility of using less-structured 
approaches to learning in order to re-inject 
an element of litheness into their ponderous 
educational systems.

Growing out of the career clusters pro-
gram established by the U.S. Department of 
Education in 1996 to develop career-oriented 
skills in high school students, education clus-

Coppell school 
experiments 
with alternate
approach

See SCHOOL, Page 6
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Police Department 
Motorcycle Competition
March 22, 7 a.m.

The first annual Coppell-Grapevine Police 
Motorcycle Competition at Grapevine 
Mills Mall (3000 Grapevine Mills Pkwy., 
Grapevine). This is a training competition 
and event for police motor officers from 
around the nation. Officers involved will 
compete against each other in timed 
individual and team event.

Music on the Plaza
March 22, 7-9 p.m.

Gather your family and friends, picnic 
baskets and chairs and join the City of 
Coppell for a concert in the Town Center 
Plaza (255 Parkway Blvd.).
Tropical ice treats from Kona Ice will be 
available (cash only please) and free popcorn 
courtesy of the Parks and Recreation 
Department! Enjoy your favorite hits and 
the ultimate 80s experience with Live 80, 
Dallas’ premier 80s band, playing the hits 
of new wave to pop and dance to hair 
metal and everything in between! For more 
information, call 972-462-5100 or visit 
www.coppelltx.com.

Teen Jam
March 22, 7-11 p.m.

Middle and high school students are 
invited to enjoy an evening of music and 
games during Teen Jam at Lively Pointe 
Youth Center (909 N. O’Connor Blvd.). 
Complimentary snacks and soda will be 
served. Free admission with a valid Irving 
Parks and Recreation card. For more 
information, call 972-721-8090. 

Kid’s Night
March 23, 5-8 p.m.

Looking for a family-friendly and FREE event 
this weekend? Children and their families 
are invited to attend an exciting evening this 
Sunday, at Oak View Baptist Church (1004 
S. Story Road). This special night of fun and 
fellowship begins with a bounce house and 
mechanical bull ride for kids. The excitement 
continues with Jagee performing in concert 
at 6 pm, and the evening ends with a 
great time of fellowship while enjoying 
free hot dogs after the concert! For more 
information, please call 972-790-3629 or 
visit www.ovbc.net.

Voter ID Law Discussion
March 24, 7 p.m.

Dallas County elections administrator Toni 
Pippens-Poole will give a presentation to 
the League of Women Voters of Irving at the 
Central Library (801 W. Irving Blvd.). The 
discussion will include the March 4 primary 
election results, concerns and trends. 
Reservations are suggested but not required. 
To reserve a spot, email lwvirving@gmail.
com.

City Council, School Board 
Candidate Forum
March 25, 7 p.m.

Field questions to Irving’s mayoral, city 
council and school board candidates at the 
fourth annual pubic assembly sponsored 
by the South Irving Property Owners 
Association at Oak View Baptist Church 
(1004 S. Story Road).

Prom Closet
March 25-27, 29

St. Andrew United Methodist Church is 
announcing its 6th Annual Prom Closet! 
This FREE closet is open to ANY girl from 
ANYWHERE needing a dress for prom. 
The only requirement is that girls must be 
present to select their dress and accessories. 
The event is open from 4-8 p.m. on March 25 
& 27 and from 9 a.m.-noon on March 29.

Wags and Whiskers Week
March 25-29

The Irving Animal Care Campus (4140 
Valley View Lane) is celebrating four years 
of service to the community. To mark this 
milestone, families are encouraged to adopt 
animals for little to no cost during its Wags 
and Whiskers Week.
-March 25: Two-Furr Tuesday--Adopt two 
animals for the price of one.
-March 26: Half off the regular adoption fee 
for all animals.
-March 27: Dogs weighing more than 40 
pounds available for free adoption.
-March 28: Claire Morris Free Feline Friday--
Cats, one year and older are available for free 
adoption.
-March 29: Free adoptions for animals ages 
four and older and half off for younger pets.

Working Well in Coppell
March 26, 4-5 p.m.

A new program of the Coppell Chamber of 
Commerce, these monthly gathering support 
the City of Coppell’s “Living Well in Coppell” 
initiative promoting a healthy choices 
lifestyle for our community. This program 
will showcase the many healthy options and 
businesses available to Coppell residents and 
business people by allowing members to 
visit and experience many of these options.
Irving ISD Student Artwork Reception
March 27, 6-7:30 p.m.
Celebrate the artwork of elementary-age 
students on display at the Irving Arts Center 
(3333 N. MacArthur Blvd.) with a free 
reception

Irving Police Awards Banquet
March 27, 6:30 p.m.

The Irving Police Department, in partnership 
with the Family Advocacy Center (FAC), 
invites residents to the annual Police Awards 
Banquet at the Mariott-Las Colinas Hotel 
(223 W. Las Colinas Blvd.). A silent auction 
will kick off the evening followed by dinner 
at 7 p.m. Banquet proceeds support the 
Irving FAC. For more information, or to 
purchase tickets, call 972-721-2598 or visit 
www.irvingpd.com.

Free Rabies Vaccinations
March 28, 9 a.m.- noon

Irving Animal Services is sponsoring free 
rabies vaccination clinics, in partnership with 
the Texas Coalition for Animal Protection, 
at the Irving Animal Care Campus (4140 
Valley View Lane) on the following dates. 
The free rabies vaccinations are available to 
dogs and cats of Irving residents. Additional 
recommended vaccinations will be offered 
for a fee. All pets must be on a leash or in 
a carrier. For more information, visit www.
cityofirving.org/animal-services or call 
972-721-2256.

Pet Pawlooza
March 29, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Capping off Wags and Whiskers week, dogs 
of all breeds, ages and sizes are welcome 
to enjoy a pet-friendly amusement park 
at the Irving Animal Care Campus (4140 
Valley View Lane. For more information, call 
972-721-2256.

Music on the Plaza
March 29, 7-9 p.m.

Gather your family and friends, picnic 
baskets and chairs and join the City of 
Coppell for a concert in the Town Center 
Plaza (255 Parkway Blvd.). Tropical ice treats 
from Kona Ice will be available (cash only 
please) and free popcorn courtesy of the 
Parks and Recreation Department! See the 
famous Me & My Monkey band play a tribute 
to the Beatles and recreate the feel of seeing 
a live Beatles show. The band has toured 
around the U.S. for more than a decade! For 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

For a physician referral or for more information about digestive 

services at a location near you, call 1.800.4BAYLOR or visit us online 

at BaylorHealth.com/Digestive.

Phil Waigand knew the blood in his stools could be the sign of a 

serious problem. When the results of a colonoscopy showed stage 

II rectal cancer, his physician referred him to Baylor and a colorectal 

surgeon on the medical staff. Now, he has been cancer free for four 

years, and Phil and his wife are busy enjoying life. Phil encourages 

everyone 50 and older to get a colonoscopy. “It’s worth every bit of 

time and effort.”

REAL PATIENTS. REAL STORIES.

Physicians are members of the medical sta�  at one of Baylor Health Care System’s subsidiary, community or a�  liated medical centers and are neither employees nor 
agents of those medical centers or Baylor Health Care System. ©2014 Baylor Health Care System BHCSGI_9_2013  6  CE 03.14

Carrollton  •  Dallas  •  Fort Worth  •  Garland  •  Grapevine

Irving  •  McKinney  •  Plano  •  Waxahachie

A colonoscopy 
at Baylor
saved my life.

‘‘
’’

Take a quick online assessment to see if you’re at risk 
for colon cancer at BaylorHealth.com /ColonHealth.

more information, call 972-462-5100 or visit 
www.coppelltx.com.

Taste of Irving
March 31, noon-6 p.m. 

Irving is home to hundreds of eating 
establishments, ranging from casual to fine 
dining and offering cuisines from across 
the globe. Come to Cimarron Park (100 
Cimarron Trail) to sample selections from the 
menus of these restaurants, while enjoying 
live music, children’s rides and activities 
and a marketplace featuring unique and 
handmade items. Parking and admission are 
free. For more information, call 972-721-
2501.

Women’s Defense Class, Spanish
March 31 to April 3, 6:30-9:30 p.m.

Registration is open for the Irving Police 
Athletic League’s four-day Rape Aggression 
Defense class for women, ages 12 years and 
older. 
The session will be held at the Fire and 
Police Training Academy (2603 Esters Road). 
During the training, participants will practice 
realistic self-defense tactics and techniques. 
Each participant must provide a $20 
donation for kids’ programs, sign waivers 
and attend all four days of their session. For 
more information, visit www.irvingpal.org 
or call 972-721-2544.

Influence of the Purse Auction
RSVP by March 31

The Irving International Women’s 
Consortium (IIWC) will host its eighth 
annual Influence of the Purse Auction  April 
10 at the Las Colinas Country Club. The live 
and silent auctions offer grand memorabilia 
and charm in its selection of jewelry and 
new and gently used purses donated by 
leaders, actresses, athletes and celebrities 
from across the U.S. Light hors d’oeuvres and 
wine will be served. The event supports the 
mission of IIWC to educate, support, and 
create opportunities for women. Visit 
www.iiwc.net or call 469-524-4509.
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Visalakshi Rao Vallury, M.D., Ph.D.

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in Family Practice
✦ University of Illinois College of Medicine 
 James Scholar Program for Independent Study
✦ Mt. Sinai Family Practice Residency of Chicago, Illinois   
 Department of Family Medicine and Community Health
✦ Board Certified, American Academy of Family Physicians
✦ Fluent in English and Telugu
✦ Dr. Vallury accepts most major health plans.

6750 N. MacArthur Blvd, 
Ste 250, Irving, TX 75039 972-253-4343
NEW LOCATION! Call today!

By Phil Cerroni
The grand reopening of 

Champps Americana in Las Colinas 
in February represented more than 
just renovations to the long-time 
Irving restaurant. The establish-
ment’s emphasis on quality food and 
dynamic experience shed light on its 
sensitivity to current trends as the 
city sheds it reputation as a suburban 
bedroom community for one of a 
“live, work play” destination.

Responding to current demand 
for high-quality, local eats, the focus 
of Champps’ renovations was placed 
squarely on the food, whether it be 
the new, open kitchen; the multi-
tiered seating arrangement; new, sea-
sonal menus or an emphasis on the 
restaurant’s hand-crafted food and 
wide variety of craft and local beer.

“We’ve emphasized (scratch-
made food), and we have tried vari-
ous different avenues to get that out 
there, as far as letting people know 
about it,” said managing partner 
Brian James. “And it’s kind of funny; 
right now is kind of a perfect time 
especially (as) we’re becoming more 
ingredient conscious as far as calories 
are concerned … when you look at 
the movement in the food industry, 
where it’s going and where people 
are eating better (in smaller por-
tions) and drinking better (in smaller 
amounts).”

These changes make Champps 
feel more like a restaurant, with its 
own character and unique presence, 
than a stereotypical sports bar. This 
is especially important to young 
transplants, many of whom moved 
to Irving in order to be close to their 

work but still able to drive 20 min-
utes into Dallas for entertainment, 
attracted to the personal, one-of-a-
kind atmosphere touted by restau-
rants popping up in Oak Cliff and 
the Bishop Arts District. There is a 
preconception among a large portion 
of this demographic that franchises, 
especially sports bars, are inferior 
in both service and quality to these 
eccentric independent restaurants.

“There are good and bad res-
taurants run by multi-unit opera-
tors, just as there are good and bad 
independent restaurants. It all comes 
down to each individual restaurant 
and whether they can deliver great 
guest experiences every single day. 
We are not a gastropub. We’re a fun, 
relaxing place to enjoy made-from-
scratch, delicious food, great local 
brews, handcrafted cocktails and 
friendly service,” Champp’s spokes-
man Rick Van Werner stated in an 
email, explaining the erroneousness 
of this mindset.

“Like any business serving 
guests, it’s important to always be 
moving forward to keep things fresh, 
exciting and relevant.

“It all comes down to execution 
and delivering great food, service 
and experiences in a clean, fun envi-
ronment. While we’re a great place 
to watch a game, we’re much more 
than that,” he continued. “We’re a 
place for people to gather, relax and 
take a break from the stresses of 
everyday life.”

Overcoming preconceptions 
from younger customers is not the 
only obstacle to promoting night life 
in Irving, however, and past attempts 

ran up against concerns of long-time 
residents.

For one, some residents were 
uneasy that loosening restrictions 
on the sale of alcohol would attract 
low-class bars to Irving. Another 
contentious issue involved the City’s 
smoking ordinance. Some critics 
went so far to suggest that, not only 
should smoking be banned inside all 
restaurants, but new establishments 
should not be allowed to install a 
smoking patio either. Supporting 
their position, they maintained 
that not only is the practice bad for 
patrons’ health but hurts the profit-
ability of businesses that allow it.

Although many municipalities, 
including Dallas and Fort Worth, no 
longer allow smoking inside, patios 
remain a staple feature of restaurants 
trying to build an atmosphere where 
patrons come to socialize, not just 
eat a meal.

Perhaps Champps has managed 
to navigate these and social legislative 

obstacles in part because of its long 
tenure in the city. Subtle but impor-
tant changes have struck a balance 
between vastly differing expectations 
among residents--namely that people 
who want to go to a social club do not 
feel like they are drinking at a restau-
rant, and people who want a meal do 
not feel they are eating in a bar.

The newest remodel emphasizes 
the dual role of restaurants in Irving. 
The bar, still one of the focal points 
of the establishment, sits in the 
middle of the room where most of 
the restaurant’s 44 new televisions 
are concentrated, and where smok-
ing is permitted. When it opened 14 
years ago, Champps spent $300,000 
to install 17 air filters in the ceiling 
to ensure that smoke from the bar 
would not bother other diners.

“We want to provide an area 
everyone wants to come to,” James 
said. “We hopefully don’t want to 
chase anyone away, hence the invest-
ment in the air filter.”

Two tiers of seating encircle to 
bar on one side, so patrons who want 
to sit down for a meal are far enough 
removed from the action on the floor 
that they are not disturbed by people 
there for Champps’ social club aspect.

A testament to the success of the 
balance struck by Irving’s Champps 
is the location’s stability during its 
parent company’s bankruptcy. 

Although Champps locations in 
general were not as affected as Fox 
and Hound locations, James said 
that the Las Colinas location’s relative 
autonomy allowed him to establish 
policies that are popular with the 
city’s residents.

“I don’t know that much about 
all (the other locations) because I’ve 
only been here,” he said. “It’s kind 
of funny—I don’t want to sound 
selfish about it, but—well, I’ve been 
responsible for this one and I’ve 
pretty much made sure I’ve lived up 
to that responsibility to the best of 
my abilities.”

Remodel strikes possible balance for Irving night life

By Linda Smith
The room was overwhelming. 

It was full of chairs and treats and 
decorations. Even though it was in 
the recently-renovated Irving Li-
brary, the auditorium looked like it 
had too much space for this event, 
period. A swarm of people flooded 
in, waiting in line for Julie Murphy’s 
debut young adult novel “Side Effects 
May Vary”, and suddenly the crowd’s 
excitement overcame everything in 
the room.

Murphy’s presence was mag-
netic, and she made everyone who 
did not know her want to be her best 
friend. Upon her arrival, she went to 
friends and thanked them for com-
ing out and did a general walk about 
the room, thanking everyone. People 
brought gifts, some of which included 
a champagne bottle balloon and a 
big shamrock pen, which Murphy 
continually said were awesome as she 
sat at her table on-stage. The line for 
book sales were so long that Murphy 
waited about 20 minutes past the 
event’s start time to speak.

“Side Effects May Vary” focuses 
on two protagonists: Alice and Har-
vey. When Alice discovers that she 
has leukemia, she sets out to right 
several wrongs with the help of Har-
vey, who she knows has had feelings 
for her. After most of her scores are 
finally settled, her cancer goes into 

remission and must finally face the 
consequences of her actions.

When she did, she received 
so much applause and praise from 
Irving Library workers that she was 
instantly moved to tears. 

She referred to the Irving Li-
brary as a home for her throughout 
the writing process, which she be-
gan in 2011. Her inspiration for the 
book and its characters came from 
discussions she had with groups of 
students at the library she works at, 
and descriptions of patrons inspired 
aspects of both Alice and Harvey. 
After promising to “hug everyone’s 
neck,” and answering a few questions 
about the book, she again thanked 
everyone for coming, and began the 
signing process.

Murphy appeared to greet every 
guest as if they were childhood best 
friends or mega-fans. In fact, several 
launch party-goers wore Team Har-
vey shirts, and others sported buttons 
or felt lips-on-sticks.

Murphy is not resting on the 
wave of her first book, however. 
She mentioned her upcoming work 
“Dumplin’”, about “a fat girl from 
the South, that is scheduled to hit the 
shelves in 2015.

The amazing turnout of the 
launch, project only good things from 
“Side Effects May Vary”, as well as 
Murphy’s pending 2015 novel.

Local author, Julie Murphy, signs copies of her debut novel, “Side Effects May Vary”, 
during a launch party at Irving’s Central Library. / Photo by Linda Smith

Young adult novel launch 
party an amazing success
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Talon, Rachel Lovell and husband 
John Lawrence, David Lovell and 
wife Mylea, Lindy Waltrip and hus-
band Chuck, Heath Lovell and wife 
Kylie, Ben Lovell, Johnny Lovell and 
wife Bridget, Whitney Chairez and 
husband Junior, Bristen Rodriguez 
and husband Andrew, Nicole and Tif-
fany Taylor, Jace, Jancee and Jayton 
Bennett, and Mattie Kate and Hunter 
Lovell; and 11 great-grandchildren. 
The family suggests memorials be 
sent to First Presbyterian Church to 
support the WOW program, 212 W. 
First St., Dumas, TX 79029.  Please 
sign the online guestbook at www.
boxwellbrothers.com.

Captain C. G. “Pete” McNeill
Retired Dallas Fire Department 

Captain C. G. “Pete” McNeill, of 
Sanger (formerly of Irving), made his 
last alarm call on Friday, March14, 
2014, in Denton, Texas, as he rode 

Ladder 19 to 
Heaven.  He was 
born on August 
11, 1925 in Ir-
ving, Texas to 
Virgil Alvin and 
Jasie Lee (Clark) 
Blakely.  He was 
88 years of age. 

On October 23, 1943, he married 
Martha Mathis in Dallas, Texas. He 
served his country in the United 
States Army during World War II. In 
1952, he joined the Dallas Fire De-
partment, where he diligently served 
the people of Dallas until his retire-
ment in 1974.  In addition to serving 
as a firefighter in Dallas, he served 
as a volunteer fireman for the City of 
Irving and was also a home builder 
in Irving. He was a Past President of 
the Irving Home Builders Associa-
tion.  He was a member of the Dallas 
Shrine Hella Temple of Garland, Bo-
livar Masonic Lodge 418, Love Field 
R.A.M. Chapter 478, Love Field R. S. 
M. Chapter 396, and the Dallas Scot-
tish Rite of Free Masonry.  He was a 
member of the First Baptist Church in 
Sanger. A visitation has been sched-
uled for 1:30 pm on Sunday, March16, 
2014 at the First Baptist Church in 
Sanger followed by the funeral service 
at 2:30. Craig Waggoner will preside 
over the service.  A Masonic Graveside 
will be at 1:00 pm on Monday, March 
17, 2014 at the Oak Grove Cemetery 
in Irving, Texas. Left to cherish his 
memory is his son, Jeff McNeill and 
wife, Deanna of Callisburg; grand-

pell, Texas; mother, Diana Earley 
and husband, Richard of Glenn Ellyn, 
Illinois; three brothers, Sean Albrecht 
and wife, Lourdes; Aaron Albrecht 
and wife Esther; Noah Albrecht and 
wife, Rebekah; mother-in-law, Lore 
Neumann; brother-in-law, Charles 
Neumann and wife, Ashley; nieces 
and nephews, Christian; Owen; Mi-
chael; Isabella; Aidan; Serena; Ava; 
Ezra; Isaac; Seth; Eliora; Anna Liese; 
Halle and Wyatt and his dogs Ho-
gan, Bear and cat Bogey. The family 
requests that memorials be made to 
Homeward Bound, P.O. Box 210157, 
Bedford, TX 76095, www.homeward-
boundtexas.com.A memorial celebra-
tion will be conducted at Bridlewood 
Country Club, 4000 Windsor Drive, 
Flower Mound, TX 75028 from 1:00 
to 4:00 pm. Funeral arrangements 
conducted under the direction of 
Restland Coppell Chapel.

Elizabeth “Betsy” Joza
Elizabeth “Betsy” Joza, age 73, 

a resident of Irving for more than 
30 years, died Thursday, March 13, 

2014 at Baylor 
Medical Center 
in Irving.  Born 
March 7, 1941 in 
Ashland, Ken-
tucky, she was 
the daughter of 
Charles Wolfe 
and Hilda Quack 

Wolfe. On June 6, 1960, she married 
David William Joza in Hammond, 
Indiana. Betsy was a homemaker, a 
member of Oak View Baptist Church 
in Irving for 10 years and a volunteer 
in the past at Baptist Benevolent 
Ministries of Irving. Survivors include 
her husband David; sons, Frederick 
Joza of Irving, Douglas Joza and 
wife Brenda of Wisconsin, William 
Joza of Terrell and David Joza and 
wife Tonya of Bushland, Texas; five 
grandchildren, Dan Joza, Charis Joza, 
Katie Joza, Grant Joza and Matthew 
Joza. Service was 2:00 p.m., Monday, 
March 17, 2014 at Oak View Baptist 
Church in Irving with Dr. Jim Gerlach 
officiating. Visitation was Monday 
at the church. Arrangements under 
the direction of Donnelly’s Colonial 
Funeral Home.

Betty King Lovell

Betty King Lovell, 76, of Dumas 
died Saturday, March 15, 2014. Ser-
vices were at 2:00 p.m., Wednesday, 
March 19, 2014, in First Presbyte-
rian Church with Tom Wylie, pastor, 
officiating. Burial was in Dumas 
Cemetery. Arrangements are by 
Boxwell Brothers Funeral Directors 
of Dumas, 500 N. Maddox. Betty 
was born on Oct. 24, 1937, in Olustee, 
Okla., to Kenneth and Ila King. She 
had worked for Southwestern Bell in 
management for more than 34 years. 
She was a member of the First Presby-
terian Church of Dumas. She married 
Jim Lovell on Dec. 28, 1991, in Dallas. 
She is survived by her husband, Jim 
Lovell of Dumas; six daughters, Carol 
Colunga and husband Ricardo and 
Linda Wolever and husband Kevin, all 
of Irving, Jenny Zeller and husband 
Bill of Southlake, Nita Dyslin and 
Leslie Bennett and husband Joel, all 
of Amarillo and Laura Taylor of Du-
mas; five sons, John Lovell and wife 
Regina and Joe Lovell and wife Tricia, 
all of Amarillo, Jim Lovell of France, 
Jeff Lovell and wife Dianne of Dumas 
and Jesse Lovell and wife Amy of 
Glen Rose; a sister, Peggy Foster and 
husband Donald of Norman, Okla.; 
twenty-four grandchildren, Adriana 
Colunga, Ari Livers and husband 
Scott, Jiles and Lakin Wolever, Emma 
and Evan Zeller, Derrick Dyslin and 
wife Lindsay, Chad Dyslin and wife 
Danyell, Esther Beagles and husband 

Chester Abercrombie
Chester Abercrombie of Tyler, 

formerly of Grand Prairie, Texas 
passed away March 18, 2014. He 
was born October 27, 1925 in Quit-
man, Texas to Thomas and Magnolie 
Abercrombie. Chester retired from 
the US Postal Service and served in 

the Merchant 
Marines and US 
Army in World 
War II. He was 
a member of 
Bowles Bap-
tist Church in 
Grand Prairie. 
Chester was an 

avid Bowler and fisherman. He is 
preceded in death by his parents; 
loving wife Wanda; sons Chester R. 
Abercrombie; A. D. Wall, Jr. and 
daughter Sharron Lanza. Survivors 
include sons Jerry Abercrombie and 
wife Linda of Tyler; Melvin Aber-
crombie and wife Kathy of Caddo 
Mills, Texas; David Abercrombie 
of Irving; Richard Wall and wife 
Pat of Leonard, Texas; Randy Wall 
and wife Kathy of Alvarado, Texas; 
Daughter Wanda Louise Lester and 
husband Jerry of Leonard, Texas and 
numerous grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. The family received 
friends beginning at 10:30 am on Fri-
day prior to the funeral service held 
at 11:30 am Friday, March 21, 2014 
at Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home 
Chapel with Rev. Jerry Perrill offici-
ating. Interment will follow at Oak 
Grove Memorial Gardens in Irving. 
The family requests memorial dona-
tions to The Gideons International 
at www.gideons.org or The Gideons 
International P.O. Box 140800 Nash-
ville, Tennessee 37214-0800.

Jonathan Seth Albrecht
Albrecht, Jonathan Seth, 48, 

passed away on March 15, 2014. 
He was born on July 22, 1965 in 

Hanover, New 
Hampshire to 
Michael Wil-
liam Albrecht 
a n d  D i a n a 
(Bingham) Al-
brecht Earley. 
Jonathan was 
larger than life 

and “one of a kind” as so many of his 
friends and family have expressed. 
Jonathan always put the needs of 
others before his own and did it 
with a smile, love and enthusiasm. 
The “Pyramid of Success” by John 
Wooden was Jonathan’s philosophy 
in life. Jonathan never missed an op-
portunity to have constant and never 
ending improvement (CANI) lead 
his path in life. Jonathan’s passions 
were his family, golf, tennis, ping 
pong and his beloved animals. He 
planned to play on the Senior PGA 
Tour when he turned 50. Jonathan 
ran his Sports Marketing Company, 
Bigtechs, and was a sales agent for 
Babolat. He was preceded in death 
by his father, Michael Albrecht. He 
was survived by the love of his life, 
Sandy (Neumann) Albrecht of Cop-

NOTICES

Serving Irving families since 1963.

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

◆ Local family owned
◆ Serving all faiths
◆ Preneed funeral plans
◆ Chapel seats over 250
◆ Out-of-town funerals
◆ Off-street parking

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

Though 
construction
on SH183 has 

relocated many 
other businesses, 

we are NOT 
moving.

“The Right Choice
for Over 54 Years.”

Director in Charge Gary Westerman

972-254-4242
www.brownmem.com 

Owned and Operated by
Jeanne Brown & The Brown Family 

Founder

Ben F. Brown

Continuing
The Tradition

OAK GROVE MEMORIAL 
PLOTS

PRICE REDUCED.
MUST SELL ASAP!

FOR SALE: A private seller is offering 
two side-by-side tracts in the beautiful 
and exclusive "Garden of Peace" at 

Oak Grove Memorial in Irving.

$4,580
 lot 11; block 5; tracts 3 & 4
1413 East Irving Boulevard

(valued at $7,580) 

Contact Mrs. Ray directly to inquire:
(214) 415-5918
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Obituaries: To have an 
obituary notice printed in the 
Rambler, please contact Tam-
my Pompa at 972-870-1992 
or obituaries@irvingrambler.
com or mail to The Rambler, 
P.O. Box 177731, Irving, Texas 
75017; Re: Obituaries. Fees 
may apply.

Arrangements by Chism-Smith 
Funeral Home, 972-259-7644
Thomas James Hessler
September 14, 1955 - March 16, 2014
Velma McCann
November 24, 1918 - March 16, 2014
Joe Mark Simmons
February 22, 1968 - March 12, 2014
Silvia Dinora Barraza
January 18, 1955 - March 9, 2014
Patricia Mance
August 14, 1938 - March 6, 2014
Mildred Elizabeth Segler
April 19, 1922 - March 11, 2014
Wayne Sherman Jarboe
September 7, 1930 - March 13, 2014
Russell Lloyd Dobbs
August 6, 1938 - March 18, 2014
Reginald Mayo
November 30, 1934 - March 18, 2014
Janet Lynn Wood
July 25, 1954 - March 15, 2014
Velma Barnes
January 15, 1927 - March 12, 2014
Roxie Whatley Quilter
December 13, 1951 - March 11, 2014

Jayasree “Jaya” Grandhi, M.D. 

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in nephrology, particularly acute renal 
failure, hypertension, and chronic kidney disease. 
✦ Previously at Strong Memorial Hospital in New York, Mercy 
Memorial Hospital in Minnesota, and former member of the faculty at 
Wayne State University. She conducted research at Strong Memorial 
Hospital and Karmanos Cancer Institute.

✦ MBBS at Gandhi Medical College and Hospital in Hyderabad, India; 
Internship at Wayne State University; fellowship in Nephrology at Strong 
Memorial Hospital in New York.

972-823-6422

William A. Smith, Jr., M.D

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in Urology
✦ Graduated from the Indiana University School of Medicine 
✦ Internship in General Surgery at University of Texas Southwestern
✦ Residency in Urology at the University of Texas Southwestern 
✦ Member of the American Urological Association and the American 
Medical Association since 2008
✦ He has special interests in the use of robotics in urology procedures 
and specializes in trauma/reconstruction, endourology, oncology, 
treating kidney stones and female urology.

Dr. Grandhi accepts most major health plans and is accepting new patients.

972-253-4210

NEW PHYSICIAN AT OUR CLINIC

NEW PHYSICIAN AT OUR CLINIC

Hours: 8-5 Monday-Friday
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 210, 
Irving, TX 75061

Dr. Smith accepts most major health plans and is accepting new patients.
Hours: 8-5 Monday-Friday
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 325, 
Irving TX 75061

Cares’ CEO Teddie Story. 
“The challenge is to be able 

to meet the clients’ needs because 
even as our budget every year gets 
a little bit bigger, (so), too, do the 
needs,” Story said.

Grants like this one are nec-
essary for the continuance of 
Irving Cares’ mission, Story 
explained because only $90,000 
of the program’s $430,000 total 
operating budget comes from 
individual donations and fund-
raising at events.

Since 1991, the Feinstein 
Foundation has offered a $1 
million matching grant program 
to charities that focus on allevi-
ating hunger in America. Each 
organization submits how much 
money it raised during the chal-
lenge period and receives a por-
tion of the endowment based on 
the percentage they raised of the 
total money collected by all the 
charities involved. Irving Cares 
has participated since 2000.

The initiative continues 
through the end of April, and 
all donations to Irving Cares are 
eligible. Even food donations are 
rated at $1 per can. Contributions 
can be made at Irvingcares.org, 
as well.

Irving Cares
Continued from Page 1

children, Mindy McNeill and Cale 
Trail of Sanger, Taylor McNeill and 
Marti McNeill both of Little Rock, 
AR, Brandon Atkins and wife, Eliza-
beth of Callisburg, Mallorey Atkins 
of Dallas, and Destiny Atkins of 
Callisburg; five great-grandchildren, 
Garrett, Preston, Connor, Hudson, 
and Sawyer; last, but certainly not 
least, Best Friend, Hazel Swindle 
of Sanger, as well as friends, David 
and Laura Fogle of Lindsay. The 
family would like to give a heartfelt 
thank you to the staff and residents 
of Willow Bend Assisted Living and 
Memory Care, Ardent Hospice, and 
Mila with Ray of Sunshine.  In lieu of 
flowers, the family has requested that 
memorials be made to the: Shriners 
Hospital for Children, Burn Care Fa-
cility, 815 Market St., Galveston, TX 
77550-2725. Coker Funeral Home is 
in charge of arrangement and online 
condolences may be made to www.
cokerfuneralhome.com.       
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Soup, Soap, and Hope
Ladies Luncheon

(benefiting Community of Irving)

Legacies Lived

Special Performance by Folklorico Dancers
Piano Soloist: Eric Melendez

Salvation Army of Irving
Ladies League of Volunteers

Las Colinas Country Club, 4400 No.O’Connor Road, Irving, Texas

Tuesday, April 2
11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

(Lunch served at 12:00)

Shared stories of how lives 
have been touched and influenced 

by individuals leaving a legacy 
of gererosity, kindness and love.

Your heart will be touched by actual 
stories of life changing experiences.

Reservations Paid before March 19 — $35 — after March 19 — $40
Reservations may be made by mailed check or credit card info to:

Salvation Army Irving, Attn: Debby Kruse
250 E. Grauwyler Rd, Irving, Texas

Phone: 972.438.6553
Groups of 10 may have their table named by their hostess and reserved. Other seating is open.

Limited seating
For parking convenience, we suggest carpooling

The League of Volunteers encourages each guest to bring canned soup for the food closet and/or/ 
a bar of soap for the children going to camp this summer.

Women’s Softball Teams
— Irving Area —

Wednesday Nights @ Trinity View Park
Deadline for Entry: April 18th

For more information and fees, contact BOBBY at 972-790-0020

Wanted!

D . M . E .
Durable Medical Equipment

Big State Drug
100 E. Irving Blvd.
Irving, TX 75060

972-254-1521

4 Wheel Walkers

Jobst Support Wear
Orthopedic Braces

Hospital Beds

Bath Safety Equipment

Wheel Chairs
Crutches
Canes

We Carry

118 E. Irving Blvd.
214-543-1708

Tues.-Fri. 11-6. Sat. 10-5
Furniture, Collectibles, and Bookstore.      

A Christian Ministry to Students Seeking Academic Success.

ANDREW ELLINGTON
214.226.5881

AEllington777@yahoo.com

Irving, TX

Longtime south Irving resident Lorraine 
Taylor is working with a small group of volunteers 
to bring Downtown Irving Heritage Crossing Dis-
trict’s redevelopment plan to life. 

Their vehicle is the grassroots organization 
Deep Irving’s April 5 Market Day, a two-block 
demonstration of the redevelopment plans for the 
area’s Main Street and Irving Boulevard area. Tem-
porary paint and duct tape will widen the sidewalks 
to allow Main Street merchants to set up outdoor 
cafés and displays, as well as mark off proposed 
bicycle lanes and parallel parking spaces, as shown 
by the developer’s plan for the area. There will also 
be artists and pop-up businesses in the area.

Taylor, who serves on the Irving Planning 

and Zoning Commission, recently presented the 
event to the Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber 
of Commerce’s Heritage Crossing Business Alli-
ance, a group of south Irving business leaders and 
residents who supported the event.

“Sometimes people don’t have a good visu-
alization of things that aren’t there,” Taylor said. 
“I think a lot of people need a visualization of the 
redevelopment plans in order to see it and start 
thinking that this will actually work.

“I really love this neighborhood. I’m not a 
business owner, but I see the Main Street area 
being the key to the area’s success.”

The idea for Deep Irving Market Day came 
from the Better Block project used by Oak Cliff 

residents to set up temporary businesses, events 
and artists in the area’s vacant buildings. The Bet-
ter Block helped Oak Cliff’s vacancy rates plummet, 
Taylor said.

While downtown Irving does not have a large 
vacancy rate, the area does have a lot of vacant land.

“We want Deep Irving Market Day to mimic 
what a normal business day would look like, if the 
empty lots had buildings on them,” Taylor said. 

Taylor hopes the event will generate a buzz 
about the area and would like to host another Deep 
Irving Market Day this fall. Deep Irving Market 
Day is not sponsored by the city of Irving.

SOURCE Greater Irving-Las Colinas 

Chamber of Commerce

Vehicle burglaries increase
Over the past few weeks there 

has been an increase in vehicle 
burglaries involving the theft of 
third row seats and readily available 
items of value. The Irving Police 
Department reminds residents 
to lock their vehicles as often as 
possible and to not leave valuable 
items inside. For additional advice 
on preventing crime, please visit 
www.cityofirving.org/police and 
select the link “Crime Prevention 
Information”.

SOURCE City of Irving

13th annual Great Days of Service to help homeowners
Inspired by faith and benevolence, neighbors help neighbors in need 

of home repairs. Since its inception, Great Days of Service has aided more 
than 200 homeowners in the City of Irving. This year, the volunteer work 
will take place over the weekends of April 25 and May 2.

Since 2001, roughly 20 local churches, over 30 businesses, multiple 
civic groups and countless individual volunteers have united to express 
God’s love and to give caring community service to qualified homeowners. 
Many of those served were unable to meet Irving Code Enforcement before 
Great Days of Service stepped in. In this manner, homes are renewed and 
spirits lifted.

ChristChurch is the 2014 host of this event. Volunteers sign in at the 
headquarters at 8 a.m. before going to the work sites on their first day. 
On Saturday, April 26, at 7 a.m., ChristChurch will host a prayer breakfast 
for volunteers, and the second weekend will end with a celebration for 
homeowners and volunteers on Sunday, May 4, beginning at 2 p.m., at 
the headquarters.

To volunteer or contribute materials and funds, visit www.gdsirving.
org, or contact gdsirving@yahoo.com or 972-510-5084.

SOURCE Great Days of Service

Social club 
donates over 
$13,000 to 
local education

La Cima Club presented One 
Irving with a $13,712.99 donation 
March 11 at its Gold Circle of Excel-
lence Award celebration.

The donation is One Irving’s 
portion from the 2013 La Cima Club 
Charity Classic, a one-day event 
hosted by ClubCorp at its locations 
around the nation. 

The funds will support Irving 
students through One Irving, a five-
year initiative of the Greater Irving-
Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce 
to raise $3.1 million from the private 
sector to increase the number of 
Irving students who pursue post-
secondary education.

“The La Cima Club Charity Clas-
sic reflects ClubCorps’s commitment 
to building relationships and enrich-
ing lives by supporting great nonprof-
it organizations in our communities,” 
Mike Goff, La Cima Club general 
manager, said. “We are so proud to 
have partnered with One Irving this 
year and hope these funds will help 
the team make a positive difference 
in the lives of Irving students.”

Besides supporting a charity se-
lected by the a local club board, since 

2007 ClubCorp’s Charity Golf Clas-
sic has assisted Augie’s Quest, that 
works to find a cure for Lou Gehrig’s 
disease, and ClubCorp’s Employee 
Partners Care Foundation (E.P.C.F.), 
a nonprofit fund established to help 
employee partners of ClubCorp’s 
family of clubs; One Irving was se-
lected by the La Cima Club board as 
the 2013 event’s local charity.

Joy Goodrum, the Chamber’s 
director of education and workforce 
development and staff liaison for One 
Irving, accepted the donation at La 
Cima Club.

“I want to thank you all for sup-
porting the One Irving campaign,” 
Goodrum said. “Your hard work to 
raise these funds will help Irving 
students in and outside of the class-
room.”

One Irving funds programs 
include STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics) and 
AVID (Advancement Via Individual 
Determination), a college readiness 
program for local students.
SOURCE Greater Irving-Las Colinas Cham-

ber of Commerce

Mike Goff, La Cima Club general manager, (right) presents Joy Goodrum, director of 
education and workforce development at the Irving Chamber of Commerce, with a 
$13,712.99 check from the proceeds of the 2013 ClubCorp Charity Classic. / Photo courtesy 

Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber or Commerce

Great Days of Service leaders include (front row) Jan Killen, chairman Ronnie Walker and 
Andy Shellenberg; (back row) Jim Young, Fred Odell and Rod Alleman. / Photo courtesy Grady Beachum

Deep Irving to demonstrate Heritage redevelopment plan
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ters place younger schoolchildren 
in application-based environments. 
These environments attempt to make 
leaning more engaging and enjoyable 
as students study for standardized 
tests and memorize facts education 
boards mandate that each and every 
child must know.

Through student-driven proj-
ects, education clusters combine 
relevant knowledge and collab-
orative skills to frame subject mat-
ter within the context of problem 
solving, instead of presenting it on 
a chalkboard. Through a “no right 
answer” approach, students work 
out real-world answers. Supporters 
believe this style of learning broadens 
students’ perspectives in fields that 
do not usually find their way into 
traditional curricula. Because these 
are areas of interest for the students, 
the material engages them in ways 
regular classroom work cannot, while 

integrating math, science and art in 
the process.

Coppell ISD’s Austin Elemen-
tary has experimented with this pro-
gram for the last two years. Reaching 
outside the classroom, students even 
teamed up with law enforcement to 
design the Coppell Police Depart-
ment’s website.

“It was beyond the school audi-
ence. They impacted the entire city 
population using the police depart-
ment’s website. That’s pretty cool, 
you know. These are kids, and they’re 
being shown that the sky’s the limit, 
and (we) adults are here to help them 
accomplish big things,” said Tiffany 
Franzoni, a participant in Austin’s 
education cluster programming and 
owner of the Roll2Play gaming store 
in Coppell. Franzoni is also a game 
design merit badge counselor for the 
Boy Scouts of America and works 
with daycares, where she teaches the 
kids how to play games.

After seeing how much her 
11 year old enjoyed playing with 
LEGOS, Franzoni accepted an invi-

tation from the Coppell Chamber of 
Commerce to facilitate an education 
cluster at the school. Armed only with 
a box of plastic bricks, she faced a 
horde of first and second graders and 
received surprising results. Immedi-
ately, the students chose to use the 
popular construction toys to model 
buildings that would better withstand 
natural disasters, like earthquakes 
and hurricanes.

“I am an out-of-the-box thinker. 
I like trying new things, and anything 
that empowers kids to explore their 
skill sets and their talents and find 
out something new about themselves, 
why wouldn’t I want to be a part of 
that?” Franzoni said.

The students divided themselves 
into teams and delegated responsi-
bilities, including drawing up the map 
of a fictional city, researching natural 
disasters and contacting building in-
spectors and construction companies.

“It’s up to the kids to tell me what 
they want to do, and I’m here just to 
get them what they need. I think (we) 
adults have a tendency to underes-

timate these kids. They are coming 
up with this on their own,” Franzoni 
said, stressing that the children direct 
the entire process, and far from being 
a teacher, she is only there to, as she 
put it, to “keep the peace.” 

In April, the class will present a 
showcase of its findings.

Despite her confidence in the 
positive impact of education clus-
ters, Franzoni believes they should 
remain a supplement to traditional 
education. 

Because students need to choose 
a topic that resonates with them, she 
explained, there will not always be 
a cluster suited to each child, every 
semester. 

Curricula, she also noted, are 
organized around the fundamen-
tal skills necessary for continuing 
education, like college preparation. 
While the skills learned in education 
clusters broaden a child’s experience, 
it is similar to participation in band or 
extracurricular leadership seminars.

This exploratory approach to 
education sounds strikingly similar to 

the position voiced by education ex-
perts and university professors at the 
Dallas Institute of Humanities and 
Cultures’ teacher seminar last spring, 
where panelists advocated that the 
key to education lies in inspiring a 
love of learning, not focusing on a 
pre-packaged method or curriculum.

“It seems to me that’s what our 
students want. They want not to have 
standardized lives, because they’ve 
done well in standardized tests. 
They want to be somehow able to be 
involved in something larger than 
themselves,” said Dr. Daniel Russ, 
director of the Center for Christian 
Studies at Gordon College in Wer-
nham, Mass.

“Certainly in every classroom 
there are things that must be bal-
anced. Some of the instruction must 
be direct, but the students must also 
have room to explore ideas them-
selves,” said Dr. Diane Senechal, 
journalist, author and former New 
York City public school teacher. 
“Where does one find the right bal-
ance, the right proportion?”

managing director for OliverMcMil-
lan. “You see a lot of pros and cons 
of what could be designed … it’s all a 
work in progress.”

Nearly 100 people attended the 
first public meeting in early March 
about the site. Some of the sugges-
tions included taking advantage of 
connectivity in the area and designing 
an iconic look to the site rather than 
just a traditional multi-use develop-
ment center.

In January, the Irving City Coun-

cil voted to start discussions with 
OliverMcMillian about redeveloping 
the 79 acres at the stadium site.

According to the memorandum 
of understanding, OliverMcMil-
lian has six months to design a site 
plan for investors to consider. After 
that, the Council will have to make 
another deciding vote. Then the City 
would have to leave its contract with 
the state, which is using the site as a 
highway construction center.

In late February, OliverMcMil-
lian representatives met with several 
organizations including City staff, 
DART employees, University of Dal-
las officials and design firms.

In April, the developer plans 
to create a budget and in June, they 
could bring a development agree-
ment to the City Council for approval, 
but the opening wouldn’t come until 
about 2017.

Other proposals in the past for 
the site have included $2 billion in 
development for projects like a Fur-
nitureMart store and a snowboarding 
theme park.

To place an ad 
in the worship section,

please call 972-870-1992
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Kirkwood United Methodist Church
“Where God Continues To Do Something New”

9:00 a.m.  Servicio de Inspiracion en Espanol
 Children’s Church
9:30 a.m. Sunday School in English for All Ages
10:30 a.m. Fellowship Time
11:00 a.m. Inspiration Service in English
 Escuela Dominical en Espanol

Reverend
Preston W. Weaver

Senior Pastor
Reverend

Albano Tayengo
Associate Pastor

2232 W. Fi�h St. @ Story Rd.  |  Irving, TX 75060
972-254-4191  |  www.KirkwoodUMCIrving.org

SUNDAYS

CATHOLIC

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Holy Family of Nazareth
Catholic Church

One block north of Hwy 183 on Esters Rd.
Sat. 5:30pm, Sun. 8am, 10am, 12pm, 

5:30pm
972-252-5521

www.HolyFamilyChurch.net

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST  

LUTHERAN

First Christian Church
114 West Grauwyler Rd. 75061

972-579-0911
Sunday School for all ages-9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship- 10:45 a.m.

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m

Northgate
United Methodist Church

3700 West Northgate, 75062
972-252-8519     www.northgateumc.org
Worship Service 8:15 AM in the Dome

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:45 AM in the WAC 

at the rear of the complex

St. Stephen’s Presbyterian Church  
1621 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Irving, TX 75061  972-259-8744
www.ststephensirving.org

Sunday Bible Classes 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:50 a.m.

Good Shephard Lutheran Church
Sunday Worship 9am

Childrens Sunday School 9:15am
Adult Sunday School 10:30 am

Bible Study- Tues 1:30pm &
 Wed 6:15pm

2620 W. Grauwyler Rd.,Irving,TX 75061
www.gslcirving.com

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:30 p.m.
972.790.8606 www.BeltLineChurch.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third, 75060

972-253-3531    www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall

UNITED METHODIST

PRESBYTERIAN USA

WORSHIP

Reverend Frank Pounders 
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class
11:00 AM Service &
 Children's Church

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
 972-253-5083

unitychurcho�rving.com

Reverend Frank Pounders 
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class
11:00 AM Service &
 Children's Church

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
 972-253-5083

unitychurcho�rving.com

WE INVITE YOU TO EXPLORE Margaret Pounders latest book, 
How To Make a Miracle, and to attend a study group on 1st 
and 3rd Thursdays of each month from 6:30-7:30 PM. based 
on the book. Never forget, you can be whoever you truly 
desire to be: happy or sick; prosperous or poor; good 
in�uence or bad. Choose to the happy, healthy, prosperous 
person you are destined to be. You can achieve your own 
miracle! A straightforward way is by understanding the 
process Jesus used in his Miracles. You can use his miracle 
model regardless of your religious persuasion. Jesus 
demonstrated what anyone can do.This book is a guide to 
developing the ability to make miraculous improvements in 
your life, and is for sale in our bookstore and on Amazon.

WE INVITE YOU TO EXPLORE Margaret Pounders latest 
book, How To Make a Miracle, and to attend a study 
group on 1st and 3rd Thursdays of each month from 
6:30-7:30 PM. based on the book. Never forget, you can 
be whoever you truly desire to be: happy or sick; 
prosperous or poor; good in�uence or bad. Choose to 
the happy, healthy, prosperous person you are destined 
to be. You can achieve your own miracle! A straightfor-
ward way is by understanding the process Jesus used in 
his Miracles. You can use his miracle model regardless of 
your religious persuasion. Jesus demonstrated what 
anyone can do.This book is a guide to developing the 
ability to make miraculous improvements in your life, 
and is for sale in our bookstore and on Amazon.

2323 Cheyenne St., Irving, Texas 75062 
972.255.0205 ◆ www.hfns.com
Holy Family of Nazareth Catholic School 

Education Excellence in the Catholic Tradition
Serving Catholic Families in the Heart of DFW since 1965

◆ Challenging and engaging instruction 
for students in Pre-K through 8th grade

◆ Accredited by the TCCED

Contact the school for information on enrollment:

WESTERN HERITAGE CHURCHWESTERN HERITAGE CHURCHWESTERN HERITAGE CHURCH

www.westernhc.org
525 NORTH SOWERS RD IRVING, TEXAS 75061

972-253-5021

YOUTH HORSE CAMP 
April 5       8:30-2:30 pm

Ages 7-14       $25/youth

❏ Lunch provided!

❏ Pants & Closed-Toed Shoes 

Required

❏ Registration forms and fee 
must be submitted by April 1st in 
order to reserve your child's spot 
at camp! To register your child, 
please fill out the forms on 
www.westernhc.org under Events.

WESTERN HERITAGE CHURCH

www.westernhc.org
525 NORTH SOWER RD IRVING, TEXAS 75061

972-253-5021

WESTERN HERITAGE CHURCHWESTERN HERITAGE CHURCH

Horse Camp
April 5       8:30-2:30 pm

Ages 7-14       $25/youth

❏ Lunch provided!

❏ Pants & Closed-Toed Shoes 

Required

❏ Registration forms and fee must be 
submitted by April 1st in order to 
reserve your child's spot at camp! To 
register your child, please fill out the 
forms on www.westernhc.org under 
Events.

ment, ARK will pay to design and to 
build a 6,500 person amphitheater, 
plaza and indoor concert hall. The 
Irving Music Factory will also include 
restaurants and 5,000 square feet of 
retail space. The deal also stipulates 
that ARK must break ground by the 
end of 2014 and finish construction 
by summer 2016.

It would cost another $19 mil-
lion for a proposed fitness and more 
office space, but ARK’s staff has not 
decided if these additions will be 
included in the final product. If they 
decide against the improvements, 
ARK will submit a revised conceptual 
site plan and budget to City staff.

The City’s part of the agreement 

includes building a parking garage 
and offering ARK millions of dollars 
worth of tax rebates, including 2 
percent of the hotel taxes collected in 
Irving. The City has $7.5 million in its 
existing venue project fund balance 
that can be put towards construction 
costs, the remainder of the City’s 
contribution being met through debt 
proceeds, tax increment funds and 
excess hotel tax revenue.

The Council also voted to ap-
prove ARK’s selection of Balfour/
Azteca as the general contractor for 
the center. 

Also approved at this week’s 
meeting, The Texas Wild will receive 
a $150,000 incentive from the City of 
Irving to ready the tennis courts at 
Four Seasons Hotel and Resort for 
the spring season of Mylan World 

TeamTennis. 
The Council voted 6-2 in favor of 

the incentive. Council members Allan 
Meagher and Rose Cannaday voted 
against, and Thomas Spink did not 
attend the meeting.

Council members said they 
had not expected to make annual 
payments to the team, but team 
sponsorships fell short in 2013, and 
the inaugural season lost money. 
Still, Texas Wild reported generat-
ing $8.6 million in media value with 
847,000 live stream viewers and 
10,000 attendees. Unlike last year, 
however, the upcoming season will 
not be televised.

In February, the City Council 
postponed a vote on the $150,000 
request from the Texas Wild. In 
2013, they voted to spend $400,000 

to bring the tennis franchise from 
Kansas City to Irving.

In other business, the Council 
voted unanimously to extend Steve 
McCullough’s contract as Interim 
City manager until September. Coun-
cil members did not publicly discuss 
the extension at their workshop or 
regular meetings, saving the issue for 
executive session.

Reports have surfaced that Mc-
Cullough, who retired from the city 
manager post in 2005 after about 30 
years with the City does not want an-
other permanent position with Irving 
but could stay on through October.

Outside interviews were held 
earlier this year, but top contender 
Steven R. Sarkozy, the former City 

Manager for Bellevue, Wash., also 
said he did not want the job. The 
other candidates included L. Hodd 
Hileman, the village manager for 
Glenview, Ill.; and Gilbert T. Perales, 
deputy city manager of strategic sup-
port for the City of Arlington.

McCullough stepped into the 
top civil servant position after former 
City Manager Tommy Gonzalez’ 
stretch ended last year, returning to 
the city manager post on Oct. 2 with 
$138,049 allocated for his payment. 
His contract ends April 2, 2014 or 
when the Council finds a permanent 
City Manager. 

Earlier this year, the Council 
voted to postpone a possible contract 
extension.

Council
Continued from Page 1

School
Continued from Page 1

Stadium
Continued from Page 1
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Many homeowners dream of giving their kitchens 
a full-scale remodel. Though such a project can give a 
kitchen an entirely new look, that look does not come 
cheap. According to Remodeling magazine’s 2013 “Cost 
vs. Value Report,” homeowners can expect to spend 
more than $53,000 on a major kitchen remodel and 
recoup just below 70 percent of that cost at resale. So 
while the idea of a full-scale kitchen remodel might 
be a dream project, the cost of such an undertaking is 
beyond many homeowners’ budgets.

But homeowners who cannot afford a full remodel 
can still give their kitchens a new look and can do so 
for relatively little money. Painting kitchen cabinets a 
new color or simply giving fading cabinets a fresh coat 
of paint can instantly add life to a kitchen, giving the 
room an entirely different feel without breaking the 
bank. The following are a few tips for homeowners 
planning to paint their kitchen cabinets.

Assess your existing cabinets. Some cabinet materi-
als, including wood and metal, can be repainted without 
much of a fuss. But other materials, including plastic 
laminate, are not so amenable to repainting, and will 
likely require specialty paints. Homeowners with plastic 
laminate cabinets should first paint a spot or two with 
a sample paint, being careful to choose a spot that’s 
concealed. If the paint bonds well to the plastic laminate, 
then you can go forward and buy enough paint to redo 
all of the cabinets. If the paint does not take, consult a 
professional to find a paint that’s likely to be a better fit. 
Expect this process to be one of trial and error.

Plan for ornate cabinets to take a little longer. 
Painting projects will go faster when cabinets have flat 
fronts, but they can take considerably longer when cabi-
nets are unique and more detailed. If your cabinets are 
ornate, then factor this extra time into your schedule.

Remove the doors and hardware. When painting 
cabinets, it’s best to essentially disassemble them, 
removing the doors, handles, knobs, latches, and any 
additional hardware. When removing hardware, be 
sure to set them aside in clearly marked plastic bags 
so it’s easier to reassemble the cabinets once the fresh 
coat of paint has dried. 

As doors are removed, number each door and 
its corresponding location, much like products that 
require assembly are numbered at the factory. This 

makes it easier to reassemble and ensures the cabinets 
and their hinges will align properly once you have 
finished painting.

Don’t paint dirty surfaces. Cabinet surfaces have 
likely collected their share of dirt, grease and grime 
over the years, so you want to clean these surfaces 
thoroughly before painting. Once surfaces have been 
cleaned, rinse them off and give them ample time to dry.

Sand the surfaces. Once the surfaces have been 
cleaned and are completely dry, it’s time to start sand-
ing them. Lightly sand the doors using a wood sanding 
block, working to create a firm base to which fresh paint 
can easily adhere. Areas that are most exposed to wear 
and tear may require some extra elbow grease, and 
some areas may be especially flaky. When old paint 
is flaking off, this means the previous finish did not 
adhere very well to the surface, which is not necessar-
ily uncommon in kitchens, where moisture and grease 
residue can make it harder for paint to adhere to the 
surface. In such instances, sand the flaky areas to the 
bare wood before spot-priming with a primer or sealer 
designed for areas with heavy staining. After all of the 
sanding is complete, vacuum the surfaces to ensure 
there is no leftover sanding dust before painting.

Apply primer-sealer. Primer-sealer ensures the 
fresh paint will bond well to the surfaces, preventing 
conditions like flaking in the future.

Paint the cabinets. After the primer-sealer has 
been applied, it’s time to paint the cabinets. Begin with 
the inside edges and openings of the face frames, fol-
lowed by the outer cabinet sides and then the front of 
the frames. Then move on to the cabinet doors and any 
drawer fronts you might be painting as well. Cabinets 
with more elaborate designs require closer attention 
to detail than flat cabinets. When painting, opt for thin 
coats, which dry more quickly and also create fewer 
visible brushstrokes. When applying multiple coats, 
allow the paint ample time to dry between coats. Four 
hours between coats is a good rule of thumb, and lightly 
resand all surfaces before applying the second and final 
coat of paint. 

Reassemble the cabinets. Once the final coat of 
paint has fully dried, carefully reassemble your cabinets 
and then enjoy the fresh and inexpensive new look that 
your freshly painted cabinets have created.

25 years servicing the community

SAVE $20on any 
pest service 

with this coupon
Not valid with any other o�er

ROBBIE L. JOHNSON
PO Box 154131, Irving TX 75015

overallpest.com

Kevin Kirk Kasky, A.C.E.
Field research entomologist

metro: 972 445 7300
mobile: 214 762 0899

eagleguard_2000@yahoo.com
www.allamericanpest.com

All American 
Pest Management 
programs are designed 
for your specific needs. 
Regular monthly or 
quarterly maintenance 
makes the most of our 
expertise.

WE OFFER:
Reduced Risk Plans
Indoor & Outdoor
Baiting Programs
IPM Programs
Sanitation Consulting
Licensed, Insured
WDI Reports

WE SERVE:
Homes & Garages
O�ces & Warehouses
Churches & Schools
Shopping Centers
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Few people might think of po-
tential safety hazards when planning 
to paint the interiors of their homes. 
Though every home improvement 
project can lead to injury if safety 
measures are not taken seriously, 
painting is widely considered a 
project where do-it-yourselfers are 
at minimal risk of injury. But in ad-
dition to the injury risks associated 
with climbing up and down ladders 
to paint ceilings or out-of-reach cor-
ners, there are some health and safety 
concerns that painters must consider 
before beginning their projects.

According to the Environmental 
Protection Agency, the majority of 
paints contain chemicals that evapo-
rate in the air, and these chemicals 
can adversely affect human health. 
Problems associated with chemicals 
found in some paints include eye and 
throat or lung irritation, headaches, 
dizziness, and vision trouble. Pro-
fessional painters exposed to paint 
vapors over long periods of time can 
develop problems with their nervous 
systems, liver and kidneys, and some 
chemicals found in paint have been 
linked to elevated cancer risk.

Though painting is often an en-
joyable home improvement project, 
painters still must take the following 
precautions to ensure their safety 
when painting the interior of their 
homes.

Read product labels carefully. 
Paints vary considerably with regard 
to how hazardous they can potentially 
be, so it’s best to read paint can labels 
thoroughly regardless of how expe-
rienced you are at painting. Labels 
provide safety instructions specific to 
that particular paint, including sug-
gestions to reduce hazards and advice 
on what to do should users develop 
any adverse health effects.

It also helps to reread labels 
once the painting project has been 
completed. Labels often include in-
structions on how to clean or discard 
products and tools after use, as well as 
suggestions on where to store paints 
or other products used during the 
project that may be flammable.

Paint during the right time of 
year. Exposure to chemicals found 

in paint can be reduced considerably 
if you paint during the right time 
of year. Spring and fall make ideal 
seasons to paint, as the weather out-
side during these seasons is typically 
pleasant, allowing painters to open all 
of the windows without making con-
ditions inside the home unfavorable.

Open all of the windows and 
doors. While it’s especially important 
to open all of the windows and the 
door in the room where you will be 
painting, it’s even better to open as 
many windows and doors through-
out the home, making sure to push 
curtains and blinds back to let the 
fresh air pour in. Keeping all windows 
and doors (use screen doors if you 
are worried about animals or insects 
entering the home) open promotes 
ventilation throughout the home, 
allowing for constant airflow that 
will usher any potentially harmful 
chemicals out of your home. If neces-
sary, place a box fan within a window 
frame to promote cross-ventilation. 
Never turn on the air conditioner as a 
substitute for fans and open windows, 
as that will not be pushing any air out 
of the home.

Seal paint cans tightly once the 
project has been completed. At the 
end of the project, you may or may 
not have leftover paint. If you have 
a small amount of paint leftover that 
you do not intend to keep, contact 
your local government to determine 
the best way to dispose of the paint. 
You also can do this if you have empty 
paint cans but are uncertain if they 
can be discarded with normal house-
hold trash and recycling. If you have 
a substantial amount of paint left, 
be sure the lid is closed as tightly as 
possible, as vapors can leak through 
poorly sealed containers, putting 
the health of residents at risk. Once 
again, read the label to determine 
the best place to store leftover paint.

Painting is widely considered a 
fun home improvement project. But if 
certain safety measures are not taken 
when painting the interior of a home, 
these projects can put the health of 
residents at risk.

Caution must be exercised 
when painting indoors.

Add fresh color to cabinets

The rejuvenating spirit of spring makes this be-
loved season an ideal time for homeowners to take 
stock of their homes and properties and address any 
issues that arose during the winter. While some homes 
make it through winter unscathed, the harsh weather 
of the year’s coldest season can add several tasks to 
homeowners’ springtime to-do lists.

While some projects are best left to the profession-
als, others can be tackled even by those homeowners 
with little or no DIY experience. The following are a 
handful of projects tailor-made for spring.

InSpeCT THe guTTeRS
Gutters tend to bear the brunt of harsh winter 

weather, and come spring gutters are in need of in-
spection if not repair. Winter winds, snow and heavy 
rainfall can compromise the effectiveness of gutters, 
which can easily accumulate debris and detach from 
homes during winter storms. In addition, gutters 
sometimes develop leaks over the winter months. As 
a result, homeowners should conduct a careful inspec-
tion of their gutters come the spring, being sure to 
look for leaks while clearing the gutters of debris and 
reattaching gutters that might have become detached 
from the home on windy winter days and nights. When 
reattaching loose gutters, make sure the downspouts 
are draining away from the foundation, as gutters that 
are not draining properly can cause damage to that 
foundation and possibly lead to flooding. 

TAKe STOCK Of ROOf SHIngleS
Much like its gutters and downspouts, a home’s 

roof can suffer significant damage over the course of 
a typical winter. Shingles may be lost to harsh winter 
winds and storms, so homeowners should examine the 
roof to determine if any shingles were lost (lost shingles 
might even be lying around the property) or suffered 
damage that’s considerable enough to require replace-

ment. Summer can be especially brutal on shingles, es-
pecially those that suffered significant damage during 
the winter. If left unchecked or unaddressed, problems 
with damaged shingles can quickly escalate into larger 
issues when spring rains and summer sun inevitably 
arrive, so homeowners should prioritize fixing or re-
placing damaged shingles as quickly as possible.

CHeCK fOR fReeze DAmAge
Frozen temperatures can be hard on humans 

and homes alike, but unlike humans who can stay 
inside when temperatures dip below freezing, homes 
are forced to withstand the elements throughout the 
winter. External hose faucets are often susceptible to 
freeze damage. To inspect such faucets, turn the water 
on and then place a thumb or finger over the opening of 
the faucet. If your thumb or finger can completely stop 
the flow of water, the pipe where the water is coming 
from is likely damaged and will need to be replaced.

exAmIne THe lAWn fOR lOW SpOTS
Once a lawn has thawed out, homeowners can 

patrol their properties looking for low spots in the 
yard or even low spots within spitting distance of the 
home’s foundation. Such spots increase the likeli-
hood of flooding. Flooding near a home’s foundation 
increases the risk of potentially costly damage, while 
low spots on the lawn that go ignored can make great 
breeding grounds for insects, including mosquitoes, 
when the weather warms up. When low spots are de-
tected, fill them in with compacted soil. Compacted 
soil can prevent spring rains from flooding a yard or 
damaging a home’s foundation.

Assessing potential property damage is a rite of 
passage for homeowners in the spring. Though some 
damage is significant, oftentimes even novice DIYers 
can work their homes and properties back into shape 
in time to enjoy spring and summer.

Home projects perfect for spring

Caution necessary 
when painting indoors
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Many homeowners do not think twice about their roofs. 
But when leaks develop, roof repairs and the subsequent costs 
of such work shed light on how important it is for homeowners 
to pay closer attention to the roofs over their heads.

Though certain roof issues, like shingles lost to inclement 
weather, are unforeseeable, many problems can be avoided with 
routine roof inspection. Checking roof conditions twice a year 
can help homeowners avoid potentially costly repair work or 
even more expensive roof replacement projects. 

Spring is a good time to inspect roofs, which are often at 
the mercy of  harsh conditions throughout the winter. Heavy 
snow, ice and biting winds can do significant damage, making 
spring the perfect time to assess if any such damage occurred 
and address any issues.

Start the inspection in the interior of the home. Before 
breaking out the ladder and climbing up to the roof, inspect 
the home’s interior, pinpointing potential problems that may 
indicate roof damage. Check for stains on the ceiling which 
may indicate leaks that need to be addressed. Homeowners 
with attics should enter their attics and look for signs of water 
damage, making note of any damp or wet insulation. This will 
let you know if water has been entering the attic all winter. Pay 
attention to the location of any wet spots or stains so you can 
match them up to the exterior of the roof later on. Musty smells 
also may be indicative of moisture problems, even if there are 
no visible leaks. 

Inspect the roof outside. Grab a set of binoculars and in-
spect the exterior of the roof. Look at the roof flashing, including 

around the chimney and other areas of protruding pipes and 
vents. If the flashing is warped or damaged, moisture might be 
settling underneath. Sealant around dormers or skylights can 
also degrade, resulting in leaks. Check for spalling on masonry, 
such as the mortar of chimneys. Porous areas will allow water 
to infiltrate.

Go directly on the roof and check. Work with a partner 
and carefully climb on the roof while someone holds the ladder 
below. Walk on the perimeter of the roof, looking for peeling 
or warped shingles, missing shingles, holes, or scrapes. If the 
roof is compromised in any way, it will need to be repaired. 
The problem will only grow more significant and repairs more 
expensive if damage is ignored. Sometimes a repair can be as 
simple as patching a leak with a new shingle and roofing cement. 
Popped nails can be pounded down and any curled shingles can 
be nailed or cemented back into place.

Consult a roofing expert. If you are unsure if your roof has 
made it through the winter unscathed and would like a second 
opinion or if you find there is considerable damage, contact a 
roofing contractor. This person will offer a professional assess-
ment of what can be repaired or if the roof should be replaced. 
If your roof is metal or features clay tiles, you may not have 
the expertise to make repairs yourself and will need to hire a 
professional. 

Check the gutters, too. While you are up on the roof, inspect 
the gutters and downspouts as well. Cracked or damage gutters 
will cause water to leak down the side of the home, potentially 
damaging the foundation. Clear any debris or leftover leaves 

from the gutters to ensure the rain can wash through unob-
structed.

A post-winter roof inspection can protect homeowners and 
their families from the elements and reduce the likelihood of 
potentially costly repairs down the road.

Homeowners are often inter-
ested in projects to improve the aes-
thetic appeal of their homes, par-
ticularly those that may increase the 
curb appeal of their properties. But 
some projects, including improving 
attic ventilation, can benefit a home 
even when they aren’t especially 
eye-catching.

Attic venting preserves the life 
of a roof while improving the ener-
gy efficiency of a home. Although it 
may seem counterproductive to let 
air into the attic when you are seal-
ing drafts elsewhere in the home, 
there is rhyme and reason to vent-
ing an attic throughout the year.

WHAT IS ATTIC venTIlATIOn?
Attic ventilation is a system of 

air intake and exhaust that creates a 
flow of air through the attic. In the 
summertime, air flowing through 
the attic will cool temperatures 
within the attic, preventing damage 
to the underside of roofing shingles 
and preventing ambient heat from 
traveling inside of a home. In the 
winter, air flow helps to keep the 
attic cool and dry. This prevents 
moisture that can lead to mold and 
rot issues from building up inside of 
the attic. Attic ventilation also pre-
vents warm indoor temperatures 
and rising heat from warming up 
roofs during the winter, creating the 
freeze-thaw pattern that results in 
ice dams.

ImpROvIng ATTIC AIR flOW
Many attics already contain 

passive ventilation in the form of 
vents or ventilation strips built into 
the edge of the roof. Other vents 
may appear in gables or eaves. 
Some homeowners prefer the ad-
dition of an attic fan to work in 
concert with existing venting. The 
spring season is an ideal time to 
have an attic fan installed because 
the weather is temperate, making it 
easier to work up in the attic.

According to Natural Light 
Energy Systems, attic temperatures 
can exceed 160 F on hot summer 
days. Proper attic ventilation can 
reduce those 

temperatures by up to 40 F, 
prolonging the life of the roof. Attic 
ventilation also reduces the load on 
heating and cooling systems. No 
matter how much insulation is in an 
attic, some transfer of attic air will 
occur between the home and the at-
tic, and that transfer makes heating 

and air conditioning systems run 
longer and harder to compensate. 

Homeowners who notice their 
HVAC systems running endlessly 
to keep the home comfortable can 
benefit from improved attic ven-
tilation, as can those homeown-
ers whose attics feature moisture 
damage in the way of rusty nails or 
moldy wood framing. An attic fan 
is often an effective remedy to these 
issues. 

ATTIC fAn 101
The installation of an attic fan 

is best left to a professional, as it 
requires running wiring to the fan 
and it may necessitate cutting into 
the roof for venting. Many fans 
work with a thermostat and will 
turn on when the air temperature in 
the attic reaches a certain tempera-
ture. The fan will circulate the air, 
helping to keep the attic cooler and 
dryer. Also, the fan can help expel 
fumes from cooking or appliances 
from the home.

Canada Go Green notes that 
attic fans can reduce energy bills 
considerably by making HVAC sys-
tems work more efficiently. Keeping 
attics cool and dry may also reduce 
how frequently HVAC systems need 
to be turned on or at which tem-
peratures thermostats in the home 
are set.

Improving attic ventilation 
may not add much to a home’s curb 
appeal, but such a project can save 
homeowners money and provide 
year-round benefits.

DAVID JETER
2300 Markland St.

Irving TX 75060

DMJ
DMJ GARAGE DOORS

Repair/Replace Doors & Openers

972-824-3823
jeterd30@hotmail.com
Stay local — 30-year Irving resident servicing the area.

Same Owner - Same Location - 42 Years
3307 Shady Grove - 2 blks East of Beltline -

972-986-5903
Tomatoes   Peppers

&

We carry Heirloom Tomatoes
- Large Selection - 

Chambers Lawn Fertilizer
“Our Own Special Blend”

Specially Formulated for Irving and
Surrounding Areas.

Will help restore winter damage.
40lbs - $24.99

New Shipment - Beautiful

Geraniums
Full of Buds & Blooms

CHAMBERS NURSERY stocks a LARGE 
selection of ORGANIC PRODUCTS

Fertilizers - Soil Products - Etc.

$4 OFF
Per Bag
With Ad

$3.99
& Up

Prices good thru 
Friday March 29th

$.99
2½”

$1.49
4”

$2.99
6 PK

$2.99
QT

Passive and active venting systems for 
attics help keep homes comfortable and 
energy-efficient all year long.

Work with recycled materials. 
Homeowners about to undertake 
small-scale do-it-yourself projects 
can often save money by using re-
cycled materials. Many homeowners 
do not go the DIY route when making 
larger renovations, but those that do 
also can save money by using recycled 
materials. However, homeowners 
should know that many contractors 
do not work with recycled materials 
in an effort to avoid liability should 
something go awry during the project 
or after it is completed. But DIYers 
can benefit from using recycled 
materials, which can be purchased 
at various locations. For example, 
Habitat for Humanity, a nonprofit 
organization devoted to building 
homes for the less fortunate, operates 
its own ReStores, which are nonprofit 
home improvement stores that sell 
recycled building materials at a steep 
discount. ReStore locations can be 
found by visiting www.habitat.org.

Get your hands dirty. Labor 
costs on home improvement projects 
are considerable, but homeowners 
can cut these costs by doing some 

of the labor themselves. Even those 
men and women with little or no DIY 
experience can still chip in and save 
some money. Homeowners about to 
embark on a rebuilding project can 
chip in and do some of the demoli-
tion on their own. For example, when 
replacing sidewalks, homeowners 
can simply break up and remove 
the existing sidewalk on their own 
rather than paying their contractors 
to do such work for them. It’s best for 
homeowners to leave interior labor to 
the professionals, as they are more 
knowledgeable about how to find 
load-bearing walls and plumbing 
fixtures than the average weekend 
warrior homeowner. Homeowners 
who mistakenly take out fixtures 
inside their homes in an attempt to 
cut down on labor costs might find 
such miscues are far more costly than 
simply paying for the labor from the 
get-go.

Remember how flattering imita-
tion can be. As the old adage goes, 
“Imitation is the sincerest form of 
flattery.” Homeowners working on 
tight budgets can opt for imitation 

materials that appear and feel just 
like more costly authentic materials. 
When opting for imitation materials, 
homeowners should know that they 
or their representatives cannot falsely 
represent the materials as authentic 
when selling the home, no matter 
how much materials look and feel 
like the real thing. 

Schedule projects during the 
offseason. Like many professionals, 
contractors have busy seasons and 
seasons that tend to be slow. These 
seasons can change depending on 
geography, but homeowners can save 
money by postponing projects until 
the slow season, when contractors 
are more likely to offer discounts in 
an attempt to stay busy and continue 
to generate income. Savings will vary 
depending on a variety of factors, 
but it’s not unlikely that patient 
homeowners willing to wait until the 
offseason to renovate their homes 
can save as much as 5 percent on the 
overall cost of the project.

Try not to customize. Though 
the driving force behind many home 
improvement projects is to create a 

Homeowners willing and able to chip in on home improvement projects can bring the 
costs of labor down considerably.

O
ver the last several decades, more and more homeowners have embraced the notion that homes 
need not all be alike, and that an individual’s home can cater to his or her personal tastes and 
needs. The trend of modeling a home after one’s own tastes has extended beyond choosing furni-
ture or other replaceable elements to structural changes and full-scale renovations, thus upping 

the financial ante for homeowners who want to turn their homes into places more in tune with their own 
personalities. When it comes to improving their homes, many homeowners associate cutting costs with 
cutting corners, which can put residents’ safety at risk. But there are ways for homeowners to save money 
on home improvement projects while still ensuring their homes are safe and sound.

dream home that caters to homeown-
ers’ individual needs, going over-
board with customizing is expensive. 
Larger-than-normal dimensions may 
seem like a great idea, but unless 
they’re absolutely necessary, they’re 
best avoided by budget-conscious 
homeowners. Building supplies are 
sold at certain dimensions because 

those dimensions are the most com-
mon. Altering these dimensions 
unnecessarily is only driving up the 
cost of the project, so it’s best to stick 
with stock sizes when money is tight.

Home improvement projects 
are often expensive undertakings. 
But such endeavors need not break 
the bank.

Improving attic ventilation benefits the roof and more

How to cut costs on your home improvement project

How to inspect for roof damage
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Organizations are required to re-submit their information on 
a monthly basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have 
accurate information. Listings are limited to the Organization’s 
name, meeting location and time. If an organization wishes 
to have more information than the free listing offers, we will 
continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

Put a Paw print in your heart
and a best friend at home!
The precious pets at the DFW Humane Society would like to 
bring a lifetime of love and happiness into your home!!

4140 Valley View Ln.
Irving, Texas 75038

972-721-7788
www.dfwhumane.com

OPEN:
Tuesday - Friday

11am-6pm
Saturday 10am – 5pm

Come adopt a new family member today!
If you can’t adopt, please donate!

I have a very 
exotic name, 
Eyesley. In 
the video 
game world I 
am a high 
level herbal 
vendor, but 
on this Earth I 
am a sweet 
,quiet, loving 
young lady. I am a 3 year old extra large 
spayed female with exquisite black fur with a 
sprinkle of white on my back. I am a quiet 
young lady who will come to you and loved 
to be petted and loved on. You must come 
by to this wonderful shelter and meet me to 
see first hand how wonderful I am.

Well hello there! Saw my 
picture and just had to know 
more about me, huh? Well, 
here goes. My name is Leona. 
I'm about 2 and a half years 
old and, of course, I'm a 
female. I came here from 
another shelter. I love to be 
scratched and when I say love, 
I mean love. I could sit and let 
you scratch me for hours. I'm 
also partial to tummy rubs. But 
I don't just take, I give, too. I'm 
loving and affectionate. I love 
giving everyone a hug!

1. LITERATURE: Who wrote 
the poem “The Charge of the 
Light Brigade”?
2. TELEVISION: What was 
the skipper’s real name on 
“Gilligan’s Island”?
3. ADVERTISEMENTS: 
What product is advertised as 
the “The Breakfast of Cham-
pions”?
4. U.S. STATES: What time 

zone is the state of Oklahoma 
in?
5. LANGUAGE: What day of 
the week was named after the 
Roman god Jupiter?
6. SCIENCE: What does 
the symbol “c” stand for in 
physics?
7. GAMES: What is the length 
of a standard tennis court?
8. HISTORY: When did Yuri 
Gagarin become the first hu-
man to orbit the Earth?
9. GENERAL KNOWL-
EDGE: What does the Fujita 
Scale measure?
10. ETIQUETTE: When is it 

appropriate to fly the U.S. flag 
upside down?
Answers
1. Lord Alfred Tennyson 
2. Jonas Grumby
3. Wheaties cereal
4. Central
5. Thursday (“Dies Jovis” or 
Jupiter)
6. Speed of light (for “ce-
leritas,” the Latin word for 
speed)
7. 78 feet
8. 1961
9. Tornado intensity
10. As a distress sign

• It was nonviolent Indian 
activist Mahatma Gandhi who 
made the following sage observa-
tion: “First they ignore you, then 
they laugh at you, then they fight 
you, then you win.”

• Beloved children’s author 
Dr. Seuss had a hobby that few 
people were aware of: He col-
lected hats. 

• With the summer holidays 
approaching, you might want to 

keep this in mind: Every year, 
75,000 stuffed animals are left 
behind in hotels. Be sure to check 
under the bed before you leave!

• It was long believed that a 
single piece of paper couldn’t be 
folded more than seven times, 
but in 2002, high-schooler Brit-
ney Gallivan disproved that 
notion. She ordered a 4,000-foot-
long roll of toilet paper and, 
along with her family, headed to 
a shopping mall to try to break 
the seven-fold limit. After seven 
hours, she and her family had 
succeeded in folding the paper 12 
times, putting an end to the myth. 

• Ancient Mayan warriors 

were known to throw hornets’ 
nests at each other in battle.

• At some point you’ve al-
most certainly heard a coward 
described as “lily-livered,” but 
did you ever wonder where 
that expression came from? It 
was once believed that the seat 
of courage in the human body 
was the liver; therefore, some-
one who was timid presumably 
lacked blood in the liver, causing 
that organ to become white. 

• If you’re like the average 
American, you spend 38 hours 
in traffic every year. 

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.
(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions
   call 469-621-7878

Buttons & Bows Square 
& Round Dance Club 

1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 
Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

Circle I - Square 
& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Friends of The Irving Theater
Second Tuesday at Joe’s Coffee Shop.

7 p.m. to eat/casual meeting at 7:30 p.m.
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thurday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
   Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Los Lupes

 Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Los Lupes
In the Irving Mall 

Irving Republican
Women’s Club

Meets the second Monday of 
each month (except July) at 7pm

IHOP Restaurant
Hwy 635 @ MacArthur

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christain Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd.
Metroplex Glass Club

Third Tues. each month 7-9 p.m.
Irving Garden & Arts Bldg.

For more info call 972-986-2990
The Optimist Club of Irving

1st Wednesday at 6:30 P.M. and 
3rd Tuesday at 11:30 a.m.

Meet at Googly Eyes 
2413 W. Airport Frwy.
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

972-254-3525
Single Moms Care & Support 

of Irving
2nd and 4th Fridays of each month

6:30 - 8:00 p.m. at the Irving YMCA (cor-
ner of Irving Blvd. and Story Road)
Free meal! Encouraging meeting! 

Kids welcome!
Thumbs up Toastmasters

Sundays 2:45 p.m.
YMCA Building 2200 W. Irving Blvd. 

 TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Dwelling Place
1126 Hilltop Drive

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd

 Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

FUN & GAMES

 CLUBS
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the hospital’s wards, Cerise noted 
that this does not present a flawless 
solution because residency positions 
are, for the moment, bottleneck at the 
federally level.

Besides acknowledging the 
evolving demands of inpatient facili-
ties, one prevailing philosophy within 
the medical community emphasizes 
the use of outpatient and clinical care 
to keep patients out of hospital beds, 
better utilizing the hospitals’ capac-
ity. Cerise believes the new outpatient 
clinic connected to Parkland’s main 
campus, as well as extended hours at 
satellite clinics, will help accomplish 
this.

In order to meet the challenge 
of maintaining of efficient outpatient 
and inpatient services, Parkland’s 
leadership has established metrics 
and oversight for departments that 
have received acerbic criticism in 
the past.

“Those (measures) are not al-
ways the first things you hear when 
you go visit big public systems be-
cause (they) haven’t been pressured 
to perform in a way over the years. 
That all is changing,” Cerise said.

As it stands now, patients have 
to take at least three or four hours, 
they can ill-afford, off from work to 
receive medical care. Oftentimes, 
even more time is wasted due to 

cumbersome, easily-misplaced paper 
records. Cerise, who was instrumen-
tal in integrating electronic medical 
records in Louisiana, hopes to do the 
same here in Texas.

Sharing of electronic records 
would facilitate greater collaboration 
among diverse providers and offset 
the number patients that visit the sys-
tem’s clinics. Sharon Phillips, interim 
chief operating officer of ambula-
tory and behavioral health services, 
explained one potential strategy for 
providing care to the hospital’s 1.1 
million potential patients involves 
concentrating specialized services, 
like MRIs and PET/CTs, at Parkland 
while funneling general care to clinics 
both inside and outside of the Park-
land system.

A representative from Metro-
crest Services in Irving expressed 
dismay that physicians at Parkland 
do not necessarily know when they 
are caring for patients who are also 
being treated for mental health is-
sues. In response, Cerise brought up 
an example in Louisiana where the 
county hospital partnered with the 
Office of Public Health to identify 
patients with HIV, so they could get 

them back into treatment. He quickly 
admitted, however, that medical 
providers walk a fine line and run 
the risk of violating patient privacy 
in favor of providing them with com-
prehensive care.

The emphasis on connectivity 
aroused questions from the audience 
about the records’ security, and Phil-
lips suggested that Parkland might 
be able to identify the providers its 
patients use most often and make 
records available to them only, in 
order to maintain as many safeguards 
as possible.

Regardless of the success of any 
strategy Parkland pursues to offer 
timelier, more thorough service, 
Cerise pointed out that the system 
will likely always be taxed because, 
as the hospital system becomes more 
efficient and its capacity increases, 
patients who were deterred by long 
waiting lines will begin using the 
system, in addition to those already 
availing themselves of its services.

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
tammyp@irvingrambler.com 
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RamblerTELL US WHAT’S UP!
972-870-1992
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LEGAL NOTICE

HELP WANTED 
P/T experienced seamstress, 

Needs to be able to do 
alterations and sew.
Must speak English.
Call 972-579-0535

DICK LAVY TRUCKING
OTR Drivers Needed

Excellent pay
Benefit Package

98% No touch freight
Flexible schedule
Good home time

Paid all empty & loaded miles
Sign On Bonus

Late model equipment
Don’t miss this opportunity!

Call Amanda at 800-345-5289 
ext. 221

Apply online at 
www.dicklavytrucking.com

Paid Parking Available

EMPLOYMENT

FOR SELL or LEASE
Abutting D/FW AIRPORT
All or part of 5700 sq ft on 

1.5 acre, S E Corner of 
D/FW Airport  - Commercial 

Warehousing Zoning 
COU-2, in 161 overlay, 2700 
sq ft building with glass entry, 
2 bathrooms,  2-12’ Overhead 

doors. Another 2000 sq ft office 
space at 3312/3324 Valley View 

Ln. Irving, TX 75062 
will consider partial trade 
Wayne at 214-274-2008

NOW HIRING
Hostess-Waitress-Assistant

Apply in Person at Pho Chateau
949 W. Royal Lane #108

Irving, TX 75039
214-613-2079

“The mission of FIRST is to 
inspire young people to pursue ca-
reers, education and leadership in 
science and technology,” said Rose-
ann Stevens, Vice President of Field 
Operations for FIRST. “We do that 
by designing robotic competition for 
ages K-12 and giving them a different 
challenge every year to solve. 

“Our major goal is to change the 
culture, and we get what we celebrate. 
We celebrate the sports culture, (but) 
the number of young people who 
can make a living out of that career 
is relatively small. We say everyone 
who joins and becomes a part of the 
FIRST community has the opportu-
nity to go pro. 

“One of the major benefits that 
our program (provides) is actual 
learning with a mentor, an engineer, 
scientist or someone in the field of 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engi-
neering and Math) who uses what 
they learned to earn a decent living 
and live a pretty good life,” Stevens 
said.

“One of the ideas that we try to 
convey is this aspect of critical think-
ing, problem solving, team work, col-
laboration and helping each other, so 
we are all about inclusion. 

“It is really not about the robot; 
it is about inspiring kids to do great 
things,” she said.

The challenges students must 
face and overcome through FIRST 
correlate to hurdles professionals en-
counter in the workplace every day, 
said John Shellene, Regional director 
of FIRST for North Texas.

“These are high school students. 
They are not professional engineers 
or scientists or technologists,” Shel-
lene said. “High school students are 
building 150 pound robots to com-
pete on these fields together. It’s a lot 
of fun to watch. 

“We try to design it very much 
like a sporting event so that there 
is scoring, rules, a field, objectives 
on the field, and teams have to play 
together. Three robots on one alli-
ance play against an alliance of three 
other robots.

“It is very much like real life. 
You talk about, especially in the 
engineering or technical world, a 
project that is too big, a timeline that 
is too short, and a budget that is too 
small … (that) is a real life challenge,” 
Shellene continued. “Those are the 
things these young people are facing 
through this program. It is heighten-
ing their critical thinking skills, and 
their problem solving skills. They 
have to collaborate and work as a 
team in order to succeed. Those are 
all skills that translate well into their 
future careers. 

“This year we have over $19 mil-
lion in scholarships from over 300 
institutions, including universities 
all over the country, for students who 
participate in FIRST. This year, 10 
percent of MIT’s (Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology) freshman class 
are students who are there because of 
FIRST scholarships and their partici-

pation in FIRST. Last year, I talked 
with some of our representatives 
from NASA, and they said 50 percent 
of their newly hired workforce have 
experience with FIRST.

“The skills that these kids are 
developing really translate well with 
a lot of large, innovative employers 
across the country,” he said.

Between matches, senior Millie 
Urias, president for the Jack E Sin-
gley Academy’s team, ‘Aftershock,’ 
worked with her teammates to repair 
their robot’s mechanical arms.

“Our robot is supposed to catch 
the ball, throw it and block it,” Urias 
said. “We’ve been having some is-
sues, but we are working through 
them. We should be good for our 
next match.

 “I think the biggest thing I’ve 
gotten (from this experience) is how 
to deal with stress from a job. It’s a lot 
of work: making sure that the robot is 
done, the team knows what they are 
doing and making sure everybody 
gets together. And deadlines—dead-
lines are the biggest thing,” she said.

Mad Cows’ team manager, se-
nior Julie Nakamura from Coppell 
High School, had her hands full 
keeping everyone on task between 
matches. 

“The competition is exciting,” 
Nakamura said. “It’s a little bit of 
stress, but it is worth it in the end. 
It is highly entertaining to watch 
everybody adapt to the situation in 
so many different ways. 

“(Through FIRST) I’ve learned 
patience. I am the only (active) girl on 
the team. I keep all the boys in line. 
I have to corral them and make sure 
they are doing their work.

“I am going to look into engi-
neering as a field, but I’m not too 
sure about it. I am very unfocused as 
to college and my majors.

“It’s been a fairly nice experi-
ence. I used to be more on the aca-
demic side of things, math or English 
based competitions. So I had never 
actually done robotics before. But it 
has been rewarding to say the least. 
You get to meet a lot of interesting 
people.”

While the robots battled for 
supremacy on the field, the Greater 
Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Com-
merce and FIRST in Texas hosted 
a panel of technology leaders on 
March 14. 

During the forum, Jean Lehm-
ann, an HP Fellow, discussed some 
of the changes and challenges she has 
seen in the technology field.

“Twenty years ago my colleagues 
from India would go to the American 
schools; they would graduate from an 
American university; and they would 
stay here for 20 or 30 years,” Lehm-
ann said. “Now what we are finding 
is that a lot of the foreign students 
will come to the American schools, 
and once they earn their degree, they 
go back to their original homeland. I 
think that is a definite shift.

“One other trend that I would 
mention is the fact that technology 
becomes more personal. You used to 
go to work and get your laptop, and 
before that, you would get time to 
share on a computer. Now everybody 
wants it (technology) as they want it. 

“If you extend that to where kids 
will be in an employee/employer 
relationship soon, they are used to 
this (cell phone). If you can’t say it in 
three lines, don’t even bother. It’s all 
very short term. We struggle having 
employees who have a long attention 
span. If we have problems to solve 
that can’t be solved in a half hour, 
they are back at my desk asking what 
they have to do next, ‘I’m stuck’ or 
whatever. That tenacity to dig deep 
is getting harder and harder to find. 
And the problems are getting harder 
and harder. So that combination of 
harder problems with people who 
have lower attention spans is really 
concerning to me. 

“I think education has to teach 
kids how to think, how to logically 
approach something, because the 
problem they teach you today is not 
going to be the problem you are going 
to have to solve when you are five or 
10 years down the road.

“I can teach somebody basic 
programming skills. But they also 
have to work in a team, so they need 

Preparing 
for the next 
round of 
competition, 
members of 
the Coppell 
High School 
Mad Cows 
perform tests 
on their robot. 
/ Photo by John 

Starkey

Robots
Continued from Page 1

collaboration and conflict resolution 
skills. We get into a lot of ‘he said, 
she said’ back and forth emails. Just 
basic interpersonal skills are needed, 
because I think most of the kids’ in-
teraction is text. So they don’t have as 
much personal interaction as some of 
us grew up with. I think there should 
be more of an emphasis on these 
softer skills,” she said.

Through their experiences with 
FIRST, Lehmann hopes youngsters 

learn some valuable life lessons.
“If (kids) can associate learning 

with fun, we are half way there. So I 
really hope that is the primary thing 
they have.

“Secondly, I think they get a 
sense that learning is a lifetime un-
dertaking. It is not just eight years 
of grade school, four years of high 
school and so on. It’s a lifelong ad-
vocation,” she said.

parkland
Continued from Page 1

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO ISSUE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, COMBINA-
TION TAX AND REVENUE CERTIFICATES OF OBLIGATION, SERIES 2014

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on May 8, 2014, the City Council of the City of Irving, Texas, 
at 7:00 p.m. at a regular meeting of the City Council to be held at the City Hall, 825 W. Irving 
Boulevard, Irving, Texas, the regular meeting place of the City Council, intends to pass an ordi-
nance authorizing the issuance of not to exceed $21,700,000 principal amount of Certificates of 
Obligation, in one or more series, for the purpose of paying contractual obligations to be incurred 
for the following purposes, to-wit: (i) designing, developing, constructing, improving, extending, and 
expanding water distribution facilities and improvements within the Parkside Public Improvement 
District (the “Parkside PID”), (ii) designing, developing, constructing, improving, extending, and 
expanding sanitary sewer facilities and improvements within the Parkside PID, (iii) designing, 
developing, constructing, improving, extending, and expanding drainage and storm water facilities 
and improvements, including landscaping and hardscaping within the Parkside PID (iv) designing, 
developing, constructing, improving, extending, and expanding streets, thoroughfares, sidewalks, 
bridges, and other public ways within the Parkside PID, including streetscaping, streetlighting, 
right-of-way protection, utility relocation, and related storm drainage improvements; and acquiring 
rights-of-way in connection therewith, (v) designing, developing, constructing, improving, extend-
ing, and expanding open space, park and recreational facilities and improvements including 
landscaping and hardscaping, including pedestrian bridges within the Parkside PID ((i) through 
(v) collectively, the “Project”), (vi) the payment of capitalized interest and (vii) paying professional 
services of attorneys, financial advisors, and other professionals in connection with the Project and 
the issuance of the Certificates.  The Certificates shall bear interest at a rate not to exceed fifteen 
percent (15%) per annum, and shall have a maximum maturity date of not later than forty (40) 
years after their date.  Said Certificates shall be payable from the levy of a direct and continuing ad 
valorem tax against all taxable property within the City sufficient to pay the interest on this series 
of Certificates as due and to provide for the payment of the principal thereof as the same matures, 
as authorized by Subchapter C, Chapter 271, Texas Local Government Code, as amended, and 
from special assessments levied for the Project by the City pursuant to Chapter 372, Texas Local 
Government Code, as amended, on properties within the Parkside Public Improvement District.
THIS NOTICE is given in accordance with law and as directed by the City Council of the City of 
Irving, Texas.

GIVEN THIS March 20, 2014.
 /s/ Shanae Jennings
 City Secretary
 City of Irving, Texas
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Jayasree “Jaya” Grandhi, M.D. 

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in nephrology, particularly acute renal 
failure, hypertension, and chronic kidney disease. 
✦ Previously at Strong Memorial Hospital in New York, Mercy 
Memorial Hospital in Minnesota, and former member of the faculty at 
Wayne State University. She conducted research at Strong Memorial 
Hospital and Karmanos Cancer Institute.

✦ MBBS at Gandhi Medical College and Hospital in Hyderabad, India; 
Internship at Wayne State University; fellowship in Nephrology at Strong 
Memorial Hospital in New York.

972-823-6422

William A. Smith, Jr., M.D

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in Urology
✦ Graduated from the Indiana University School of Medicine 
✦ Internship in General Surgery at University of Texas Southwestern
✦ Residency in Urology at the University of Texas Southwestern 
✦ Member of the American Urological Association and the American 
Medical Association since 2008
✦ He has special interests in the use of robotics in urology procedures 
and specializes in trauma/reconstruction, endourology, oncology, 
treating kidney stones and female urology.

Dr. Grandhi accepts most major health plans and is accepting new patients.

972-253-4210

NEW PHYSICIAN AT OUR CLINIC

NEW PHYSICIAN AT OUR CLINIC

Hours: 8-5 Monday-Friday
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 210, 
Irving, TX 75061

Dr. Smith accepts most major health plans and is accepting new patients.
Hours: 8-5 Monday-Friday
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 325, 
Irving TX 75061

Marla L. Watson
CEO

817-999-5701
marla@peapodgroup.com

@chicgirl
www.peapodgroup.com

Event planning, 
design and production 
film/marketing

Come enjoy upscale 
services with a 
hometown feel
in Irving’s 
Downtown 
Heritage District

Cakes, Cookies, Brownies, 
Cupcakes, Muffins & anything sweet! 
Available fresh daily .... Baker/Owner

118 E Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 75060
214-470-0068

angie@encantocakeshop.com
www.encantocakeshop.com

Angie Franco

114 E. Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 75060

www.funandalilchic.com
Tuesday-Saturday 11 am-6pm

Manager: Rene Cedillo
214-274-0295

Owner: Laurie Cedillo
817-797-0980

b o u t i q u e  &  e m p o r i u m

Fun and a lil Chic

Cowboys seize district crown
By Susan Whiting

The Cowboys are the official District 5-5A champions after their 4-2 win 
Tuesday, March 18 over the Denton Ryan Raiders. Colten Clark and Roberto 
Arguello each scored two goals off assists by Chris Madden and Clark. The 
JV and JV2 boys also came out with wins over the Raiders. The Cowboys will 
finish their regular season play Friday, March 21 at Coppell High School Sta-
dium when they take on the Lewisville Fighting Farmers for Senior Night. Post 
Season play will begin for the Cowboys with Bi-District playoffs March 27-29.

Roberto Arguello (10) and Colten Clark (24) each scored a pair of goals during Coppell 
High School’s March 18 match against Denton Ryan to ensure the Cowboys’ district 
championship win. / Photo by Ty McAden

Denver logistics company relocates to Irving
Cagney Global Logistics, a company specializing in transportation and 

supply chains, has relocated its corporate headquarters from Denver to Irving, 
moving its growing operations to Dallas-Fort Worth. The logistics company 
has signed a lease for 101,000 square feet of office and warehouse space at 
9000 N. Royal Ln., and the facility will help Cagney accommodate its growing 
operations, CEO and President Tom Cagney said. 

“This was the perfect time for us to relocate,” Cagney said, in a writ-
ten statement. “Client response to our services has been fantastic. This has 
promoted new business for the company, and we’re pleased to move into a 
larger office to accommodate even more growth.”

The 28-year-old company has operations in Colorado, Texas, and Mis-
souri. Cagney is part of a larger expansion of logistics companies expanding 
in Dallas-Fort Worth, including the relocation of Neovia Logistics Services, 
a former affiliated company of Caterpillar Inc., which moved from Downers 
Grove, Ill. to Irving in in 2013.

SOURCE Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce

Changes to Army 
force structure 
reduces Texas 
national guard 

CAMP MABRY, Texas–The 
National Guard Bureau (NGB) has 
notified Texas Military Forces of a 
reduction in the force structure of the 
Texas Army National Guard, dissolv-
ing the 72nd Infantry Brigade Com-
bat Team (IBCT) based in Houston.

The force reductions call for 
the deactivation of the 72nd IBCT’s 
Headquarters after serving our state 
and nation since its organization in 
1917. Affectionately known as “The 
Ready Team,” the 72nd IBCT most 
recently served in Iraq, Kosovo and 
numerous emergency relief opera-
tions including Hurricanes Katrina, 
Rita and Ike. Following its deactiva-
tion, some of the 72nd IBCT’s bat-
talions will report to National Guard 
units assigned to other states. 

“As the Texas Military Forces 
continue to work through this pro-
cess, every member of the Texas Na-
tional Guard will continue to do the 
outstanding work that has become 
the hallmark of our organization,” 
said Maj. Gen. John F. Nichols, Texas 
Adjutant General. “Our citizen-sol-
diers remain committed to support-
ing the state of Texas any time they 

are called into service by Gov. Perry.” 
“There are many ways to balance 

the federal budget,” Gov. Perry said 
in response to the Army’s verdict.

“But this decision to elimi-
nate the 72nd Infantry Brigade 
Combat Team’s headquarters risks 
Texas’ ability to properly respond 
to hurricanes, floods, wildfires and 
other natural disasters, and is short-
sighted. Over the past decade, the 
Texas Guard has responded to more 
than 150 disasters in Texas and sur-
rounding states, saving countless 
lives and helping families in distress. 
The Texas Guard also plays a vital 
role in our nation’s War on Terror. 
Diminishing the Guard’s capacity 

to help in a time of national need is 
irresponsible. Instead of eliminating 
the 72nd Infantry Brigade Combat 
Team’s headquarters, we must do all 
we can to support the citizen-soldiers 
we rely on to protect our safety and 
our nation.”

SOURCE Texas Military Forces

Now a training facility for the Irving Police Department, Irving’s Texas Army National 
Guard facility was one of 24 Army Reserve locations in the state  a 2005 DoD “Base 
Closure and Realignment Report” suggested closing, citing, alongside considerations 
of unit readiness, “significant efficiency and cost savings.” The site was shut down a few 
year later. / Photo by Phil Cerroni
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Bistro Lunch 
Mon- Fri — 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. $6.95 to $16

Daily Vegan options

 

972-259-1123 
www.gloryhousecatering.com

109 S. MAIN STREET, 
IN DOWNTOWN IRVING

WiFi
FREE

Wedding season 
is in the air!  

Book your event now!
Six Time Winner!  

Catering to You!
To you home, business, venue

CALL TODAY for info on hosting 
your event at Glory HouseSpring Fling with the King 

March 28 — 7-11 p.m. $40

◆ Family Dining ◆ 

◆ Homestyle Cooking ◆
◆ All You Can Eat Food Bar After 5 p.m. ◆ 

◆ Lite-eaters Selection ◆ 

Visit Our Other Locations

Hours:  Mon.-Fri. 5:30 a.m.-9 p.m.
Sat. 5:30 a.m.-3 p.m.  Sun. 7 a.m.-3 p.m.

BREAKFAST   ◆   LUNCH   ◆   DINNER

MANSFIELD
310 Mitchell Rd., 

Metro (817) 477-3383

WATAUGA
5912 Denton Hwy., 

Metro (817) 498-7079
IN GOD WE TRUST

Where Irving 
Meets and Eats

For Take Out Call

(972) 253-7335
425 W. Irving Blvd. 

at O’Connor

Serving Irving For Over 40 Years

Every 
Wednesday    
Try Our 
TACO 
SALAD!

Saturday & Sunday
1/2 OFF ANY 

Bottle of Wine!

FRENCH-INFLUENCED 
ASIAN FUSION

214-613-2079

949 W. Royal Lane 
#108

Irving, TX 75039

Mon.-Fri. 7AM-10PM
Sat.-Sun. 11AM-10PM

SPECIALS

20% DISCOUNT

Fine dining 
atmosphere 

with chic patio 
and bar seating 

available.

Wednesday Only 
Happy Hour 5-7 p.m.
FREE APPETIZER

 with purchase 
of drink!

(Every drink purchase comes with 
choice of free appetizer. 

Only applies to appetizers on the 
Happy Hour menu.) *Does not include drink purchases. 

Not valid with any other offer.

on dinner 
after 4 p.m.*

JOIN US FOR BREAKFAST!

Offering Youth Sports, Family Wellness Programs,
Swim Lessons, Play & Learn, Youth & Government

and A�er school programs designed to have
posi�ve impact on our community.

Strengthening the Founda�on 
of our Irving Community

Irving Family YMCA
2200 W. Irving Blvd. 

Irving TX 75061
www.irvingymca.org

972-986-8898

We’re for youth development, 
healthy living and 
social responsibility.

All Makes and Models
Collision Repair &

Refinishing Specialists

972-438-8525404 Mavis, Irving Texas 75061

GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP
INSURANCE CLAIMS WELCOMED

AIRPORT FRWY (183)

PIONEER

RAILROAD

MAVIS

IRVING BLVD.
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All Makes and Models
Collision Repair &

Refinishing Specialists

972-438-8525404 Mavis, Irving Texas 75061
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Monitored water supply reservoirs 

• Currently 65% full
• 64% a week ago
• 63% three months ago
• 67% a year ago
• Normally 84% at this �me
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D0 Abnormally Dry

Intensity

D1 Drought - Moderate

D2 Drought - Severe

D3 Drought - Extreme

D4 Drought - Exceptional

Map courtesy  
U.S. Drought Monitor

TWDB map

Elephant Butte

TEXAS DROUGHT REPORT
FOR THE WEEK OF 03/17/14

Mixed developments this week with the drought. 
There’s been a welcome six-point decrease in 
the amount of the state in drought (now at 63 
percent), but there’s also been a strengthening of 

Drought sta�s�cs

• 63% of state currently in moderate to 
excep�onal drought

• 67% a week ago
• 45% three months ago
• 77% a year ago

Get more drought information on TWDB’s website and social media accounts!

Ben Munguia, Governmental Rela�ons | ben.munguia@twdb.texas.gov | 512.463.9637

h�p://www.twi�er.com/twdb@twdbwww.facebook.com/twdboardh�p://www.twdb.texas.gov

DROUGHT CONDITIONS

STATEWIDE RESERVOIR STORAGE LEVELS

AUSTIN–Confinement rates of status offenders, 
behavior that is considered criminal based solely on the 
age of the offender, continue to decline across the nation, 
according to a new report released March 18 by the Texas 
Public Policy Foundation.

According to the report, “Kids Doing Time for What’s 
Not a Crime: The Over-Incarceration of Status Offend-
ers”, the number of confined status offenders in Texas 
decreased by 52 percent from 2001 to 2011, keeping pace 
with nationwide progress in reducing youth incarceration 
for all offenses since 2000. This trend accelerated from 
2010 to 2011.

“The over-incarceration of young people for status 
offenses is one of the major shortcomings of our juvenile 
justice system,” said Marc Levin, director of the Center 
for Effective Justice at the Texas Public Policy Founda-
tion. “Though we’ve seen progress in reducing reliance on 
incarceration for these behaviors, far too many youth are 
placed in secure detention for crimes that pose no threat 
to public safety. This punishment not only fails to fit the 
crime, it increases the likelihood that teens will grow up 
to be serious offenders.”

Progress in reducing confinement for status offenses 
has been marred by an amendment to the Juvenile Justice 
and Delinquency Prevention (JJDP) Act that provided 
judicial authority to place youth in secure detention for 
violating a valid court order (VCO). The VCO exception, 
used in 33 states in 2011, has opened the door to further 
criminalization of status offenses. In 2010, the last year 
for which data is available, more than 8,200 youth were 
placed in secure detention for violating a court order, ac-
cording to the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 
Prevention. Because the Census does not distinguish 
detainees confined as a result of the VCO exception from 
other technical violations, Texas’ progress in reducing 
confinement for status offenses is likely overestimated.

The report also examined newly available data to 
assess the nation’s progress in reducing confinement 

of status offenders since the passage of the JJDP Act 
in 1974. Given the findings, the report recommended 
reforms that shift away from the reliance on the juvenile 
justice system and toward more cost-effective community 
programs better equipped to treat the underlying causes 
of status offenses.

Specific suggestions included severely limiting incar-
ceration of status offenders in states that allow detention 
for violations of a VCO only when minors pose a high-risk 
of violence that cannot be addressed by alternatives and 
have a prior non-status offense on their record; priori-
tizing families as well as educational, mental health and 
child welfare systems as a primary resource to adjusting 
behaviors, including when an unsuitable home environ-
ment exists; re-directing the cost-savings of alternatives 
to incarceration to support proven approaches to dealing 
with delinquent youth; and re-examining the scope of 
status offenses to not criminalize conduct that does not 
warrant criminal sanctions.

“Incarceration is the last place where many of these 
youth should be,” Levin added. “Many status offenders 
lack support networks, come from broken homes or have 
mental health needs that contribute to these behaviors. 
Instead of placing these youth in confinement, policies 
and practices should help youth adjust their behaviors 
through community-based treatment programs that can 
equip them with the support and tools they need into 
adulthood.”

The decline in youth incarceration for status offenses 
was particularly impressive from 1985 to 1997, when the 
number of confined status offenders bucked the nation-
wide increase in residential placement for other offenses. 
Today, juvenile courts are diverting a higher percentage 
of cases away from confinement compared to the 1990s. 
However, the number of status offense cases sent to courts 
remains high and an estimated 10,000 youth are confined 
each year for non-violent offenses.

SOURCE Texas Public Policy Foundation

Incarceration rates decline slowly 
for young non-violent offenders


