
Advocates seek 
to broaden 
educational 
opportunities
Four Seasons hosts inaugural 
conference to expand technology 
in global higher education 

By Phil Cerroni
The Four Seasons hosted 

some of the most influential 
minds in academia during 
the inaugural Globalization 
of Higher Education Confer-
ence March 24-25. Hosted by 
Queens College, University 
of Cambridge and Academic 
Partnerships, a company that 
helps universities create on-
line classes, the invitation-only seminar boasted 
educational advocates, including former Secretary 
of State Hillary Rodham Clinton and former Florida 
Governor, Jeb Bush.

A core discussion revolved around how to take 
advantage of technology and an increasingly global 
audience in order to effect positive change.

Referring to the present as the “Participation 
Age” during her March 24 address, Clinton said 
society’s future success depends on enabling people 
to take part in it. She told attendees the university 
is one of this country’s greatest assets and that free-
dom and opportunity, many times, begin inside the 
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Main Location:
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, 75061

Other Locations:

Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri   8:00 AM–5:00 PM
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After Hours Clinic:
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Lab & Radiology:
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Not available for After Hours Clinic

Valdez Clinic:
3501 N. MacArthur Blvd #400

Tuscan Cardiovascular Center:
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6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #250

OB/GYN:
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Baylor MOBI:
2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. #425
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Political ad paid for by Rose Cannaday for Irving City Council Place 5.

By Phil Cerroni
The savory smell of charred 

wood wafted on the breeze and 
tugged at the handful of onlook-
ers still clustered near the police 
cordon separating them from the 
blackened section of the Finley Ter-
race Apartments on Finley Road.

The fire, as best resident Chris 
Davis could estimate, began around 
1:30 a.m. March 22. The Irving Fire 
Department received the call at 1:54 

a.m., but by the time emergency 
responders arrived at the structure 
fire, flames were already licking at 
the black sky. By the time it took 
four dozen firefighter to extin-
guish the blaze at around 4 a.m., it 
had reaching the attic and spread 
across the complex. In total, the fire 
destroyed 30 units and displaced 
about 80 residents.

Two residents were evacuated 

By Nick Kammerer
Hundreds of beer enthusiasts 

from across the nation gathered for 
the 28th annual Bluebonnet Brew-
off March 21-22 at the Westin Hotel 
in north Irving.

The infamous homebrew com-
petition was hosted by four local 
brewery clubs, the North Texas 
Home Brewers, Fort Worth Cap 
n’ Hair Club, Arlington Knights of 
the Brown Bottle Group and the 
Gainesville Red River Brewers. 

“This started out once upon 
a time as a friendly competition 
between the Fort Worth Home 
Brewers and the Dallas Homebrew 
Club, and they called it the Bluebon-
net Brew-Off,” event coordinator 
Richard Dobson explained. “It has 
evolved over the 28 years of our 
existence into the largest homebrew 
competition in the United States. 
This is the granddaddy of them all.”

Awards were given in 42 cat-
egories to homebrewers from across 

the United States, among them Best 
of Show, Bluebonnet Homebrew 
Team of the Year, the Bluebonnet 
Cup and the Glen Mueller-Frank 
Brown Quality Award.

A variety of beer styles were 
represented at the event, includ-
ing Light Lager, Pilsner, European 
Amber Lager, Dark Lager, Bock, 
Light Hybrid Beer, Kolsch, Amber 
Hybrid Beer, English Pale Ale, Ex-
tra Strong, Scottish and Irish Ale 
and more.

“We have a panel of certified 
card-carrying beer judges that 
belong to the various homebrew-
ing clubs around the area that do 
the actually judging,” Dobson said. 
“We judge anywhere from 1,500-
1,800 entries at this event, and we’ll 
probably have entries from 20-30 
states; it’s pretty much a national-
type competition. We will award a 
first, second and third in the various 
classic beer styles that exist.”

This year’s winners included 

David Rogers for Homebrewer of 
the Year, the North Texas Home-
brewers Association for Brewing 
Club of the Year and Sean Vreeland 
and Mike Treadway for Homebrew 
Team of the Year and Best of Show 
Beer. In addition, the Foam Rang-
ers Homebrew Club received the 
Mueller-Brown Quality award, 
and Jeff Oberlin with the Bay City 
Mashtronauts received the Best of 
Show Mead/Cider award. 

Homebrew Olympics connects top national amateurs
See EDUCATION, Page 5

See HOMEBREW, Page 8

Fire destroys 30 apartments 
in South Irving complex

See FIRE, Page 12

Motorcycle officers vie for top spot
By Genesis Bishop

GRAPEVINE – Policemen, mo-
torcycles and a healthy dose of rivalry 
might sound like a scene out of an old 
biker flick, but on March 20-22 it was all 
about exhibiting the skill of motorcycle 
officers from all across Texas at the 
Coppell-Grapevine Police Department 
Motorcycle Competition at Grapevine 
Mills Mall.

One participating officers heralded 
the event as the “Super Bowl of what 
we do,” and like the pigskin game, the 
competition was intense.

Seventy different riders from police 
departments across the state vied for 
bragging rights as the fastest, clean-
est and most skilled rider among their 
peers. From Houston and Harker 
Heights to local departments, includ-

ing Irving, Coppell and DFW, officers 
pushed the limits of themselves and 
their bikes on hairpin turns and tight 
donuts all the while trying not to put 
their feet on the ground or knock over 
any of the orange safety cones marking 
the course.

“Competition in the police mo-
torcycle setting increases the officer’s 

See MOTORCYCLES, Page 11

A fire broke out at Finley Terrace apartments in the early hours of March 22. Thirty units 
were destroyed, 80 people left homeless and three persons injured. / Photo by Phil Cerroni

Officer R.J. Hudson of the Grapevine Police Department puts his life on the line to prove his confidence in the skill of officers at the Coppell-Grapevine 
Motorcycle Rodeo Saturday March 22, by standing in the center of the four-man course as four officers did an exhibition run. / Photo by Genesis Bishop

Coppell-Grapevine Police Motorcycle Rodeo draws competitors from across the state
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Washington Irving, 1783–1859

ADMISSION TO ALL EVENTS IS FREE!
For more information, call (972) 252-3838 or visit www.irvingheritage.com.  

This program was made possible in part with a grant from Humanities Texas, the state affiliate of the National Endowment for the Humanities.

Funded in part by the
City of Irving
through the

Irving Arts Board

Special exhibits are on display throughout April
at the Central Library, Valley Ranch Library,

and the Irving Heritage Center.

e Seventh Annual

Celebrating Irving Online
pril

Interactive activities test your knowledge of Washington Irving and the City of Irving.
Details are available at www.irvingheritage.com and www.irvingisd.net/learningresources/CelebrateIrving.html

Book Discussion - A Tour on the Prairies
Sunday, April 6, 1:45 p.m., Irving Heritage House, 303 S. O’Connor Road

Heritage House Tours and Washington Irving Exhibit
Sunday, April 6, 3 to 5 p.m., Irving Heritage House, 303 S. O’Connor Road

A Literary Conversation with Washington Irving 
Saturday, April 12, 7 p.m., Central Library Auditorium, 801 W. Irving Blvd.

Family Film Matinee - 
Tuesday, April 22, 2 p.m., Central Library, 801 W. Irving Blvd.

Saturday, April 26, 10 a.m., West Irving Library, 4444 W. Rochelle Road

Family Film Matinee - 
Saturday, April 26, 2 p.m., Valley Ranch Library, 401 Cimarron Trail

Celebrating the 100th Anniversary of the Incorporation of the City of Irving
and Honoring Women of Irving’s History

Saturday, April 26, 7 p.m., Irving Arts Center, 3333 N. MacArthur Blvd.

Saturday, May 3, 10 a.m., Valley Ranch Library, 401 Cimarron Trail

ALL YOU CAN EAT CRAWFISH!!ALL YOU CAN EAT CRAWFISH!!
Free Concert!!!!
Live Music Starting at Noon

CLINT MOODY BAND 5-8 p.m.

MENS AUXILIARY VFW POST 2494 
5th ANNUAL HORSESHOE TOURNAMENT AND CRAWFISH BOIL

Saturday, April 12th
VFW Post 2494 - 1333 N. Beltline Rd.  

Irving/Grand Prairie Border (just south of Shady Grove behind the skating rink)

Info: 972.790.1611
Crawfish Boil $20 — all you can eat — 1-7 p.m.

Horseshoe Tournament Registration begins @ 1 p.m.
Tournament begins at 2 p.m. — Entry Fee: $5

AMERICAN VETERANS MC THANKS FOR SUPPORTING VETERANS!

RAFFLE TV 
& VIP NIGHT AT 

BILLY BOB’S

Offering Youth Sports, Family Wellness Programs,
Swim Lessons, Play & Learn, Youth & Government

and A�er school programs designed to have
posi�ve impact on our community.

Strengthening the Founda�on 
of our Irving Community

Irving Family YMCA
2200 W. Irving Blvd. 

Irving TX 75061
www.irvingymca.org

972-986-8898

We’re for youth development, 
healthy living and 
social responsibility.

By Phil Cerroni
City council and school board candidates pre-

sented themselves to residents of south Irving at a 
forum hosted by the South Irving Property Owners 
Association (SIPOA). 

After spending about two hours introducing 
themselves and their platforms, the candidates took 
half an hour to field the audience’s questions, which 
focusing heavily on revitalization around the Heritage 
District and local landmarks such as Irving Mall. At-
tendees also challenged aspirants on the disappearance 
of the city’s bookstores and the lack of upscale retail 

establishments.
In attendance were Mayor Beth Van Duyne and 

former Mayor Herbert Gears; place 3 Councilman 
Dennis Webb and opponent Billy Hickman; place 5 City 
Councilwoman Rose Cannaday and challenger Oscar 
Ward; and school board district 2 contenders, Garrett 
Landry and Nell Anne Hunt. Randy Necessary, who 
is running unopposed for district 6, was also present.

Recordings of the forum are available online at 
www.ramblernewspapers.com and are divided into 
the following categories: Candidate Introductions, 
Candidate Issues and Audience Questions.

Speeches dominate candidate forum

A total of 18 DWI arrests were 
made by the Irving Police Depart-
ment (IPD) over the Spring Break 
weekend March 14-15.

IPD participated in the state-
wide DWI no-refusal operation, 
partnering with law enforcement 
agencies in the area, as well as 
the Texas Department of Trans-
portation to provide additional 

manpower focused on locating and 
arresting impaired drivers.

During the two no-refusal op-
erations already conducted as a re-
sult of the statewide grant, persons 
arrested for DWI are only offered a 
blood test. If they refuse to provide 
a sample, a warrant is obtained to 
authorize the blood draw.

Officers also made four non-

DWI related arrests and issued 60 
citations. The Grand Prairie Police 
Department also utilized IPD’s 
operation, bringing DWI arrests to 
Irving for blood draws. The police 
department will continue to par-
ticipate in the program, which has 
shown continued success in the 
region and across the state.

SOURCE Irving Police Department

Draconian toll enforcement 
sends message to violators

AUSTIN--Taking the next steps to recover millions of dollars in unpaid 
tolls and fees, the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) will soon 
begin partnering with law enforcement to deal with habitual violators who 
have continually failed to come forward to settle their debts.

Pending approval by the Texas Transportation Commission the first 
week of April, violators who fail to contact TxDOT will be subjected to 
having their vehicles banned from toll roads, ticketed by law enforcement, 
impounded and possibly reported to the county tax assessor’s office in an 
effort to block vehicle registration renewal.

“These additional actions will help send the message that habitual toll 
violations will not be tolerated,” said James Bass, TxDOT interim execu-
tive director. “Not paying tolls is effectively stealing from the taxpayers 
of Texas. Recovering unpaid tolls is a responsibility TxDOT will continue 
to take seriously as we pursue millions of dollars in delinquent tolls that 
could be used to better serve the people of Texas.”

In November, TxDOT began publicly naming the top 25 toll violators 
on a monthly basis. Since then, 14 of these individuals have come forward 
to establish active payment plans. As customers make arrangements to 
settle their debts, their names are removed from the list to make room for 
new names to be published at the beginning of every month.

Since the start of these more stringent collection efforts, an average 
of 150 drivers per month come forward to pay their debts. Authority to 
publicly report violators’ names was provided by Senate Bill 1792 in an 
effort to collect an initial sum of more than $27 million in unpaid tolls.

Drivers with unpaid toll violations are instructed to immediately 
contact the TxTag Customer Service Center at 888-468-9824. Tolls and 
violations may also be paid at TxTag.org.

SOURCE Texas Department of Transportation

Spring Break crackdown yields over two dozen arrests
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Celebrating 50 Years as 
Your Community Hospital

Trusted by Patients, Recognized by Industry
Baylor Medical Center at Irving is consistently recognized as a top 

health care facility in the region and the nation—all because we put 

you and your family fi rst. Whether you are visiting our emergency 

room for a minor illness or injury, planning a major surgery or scheduling 

a mammogram, we are committed to delivering safe, quality, 

compassionate health care. Over the years, our high level of performance 

has earned us much recognition. But your confi dence and trust in us 

is what we treasure most.

Magnet® Recognition Program from the American Nurses Credentialing Center  Magnet status is one of the highest levels of recognition 
a hospital can achieve. This designation means your care is provided by a nursing staff that ranks in the top seven percent of hospitals in the country. 

Texas Award for Performance Excellence  Baylor Irving is recognized statewide for focusing on continuous quality improvement and 
excellence in patient care.

Commission on Cancer from American College of Surgeons  Accreditation recognizes the hospital for expertise in providing patients 
with access to a full range of advanced oncology services and a multidisciplinary team approach to coordinate treatment options.

National Accreditation Program for Breast Centers (NAPBC) American College of Surgeon  Baylor Irving is recognized as a 
National Accreditation Program for Breast Centers for its dedication to quality breast care.

� e Baylor Irving Di� erence

Physicians are members of the medical sta�  at one of Baylor Health Care System’s subsidiary, community or a�  liated medical centers and are neither employees nor agents of those 
medical centers, Baylor Medical Center at Irving or Baylor Health Care System. ©2014 Baylor Health Care System BMCIrv_524_2013  833
 CE 03.14

For more information, call 1.800.4BAYLOR or visit BaylorHealth.com/Irving.

1901 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving, TX 75061

TESTS INCLUDE:

• Blood Pressure
• Total Cholesterol

• Hemoglobin A1C*
• Blood Glucose

• Waist Circumference
• Body Composition

*Hemoglobin A1C test will only be performed on those who are interested or show signs of being “at-risk” for diabetes 

• BMI

Big State Drug
100 East Irving Blvd

Irving, TX 75060
Thursday, April 10
From 9am to 12pm

CALL: 972-254-1521
Call for more information or just stop by.

This pharmacy is independently owned and operated under a license from Health Mart Systems, Inc.
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972-438-8525404 Mavis, Irving Texas 75061
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By Susan Whiting
The Cowboys Varsity Soccer Team played their final district game 

Friday, March 21st at CHS Stadium with a 4-1 win over the Lewisville 
Fighting Farmers. Collin McAden scored the first goal off of an assist by 
Chris Madden, and Player of the Game Nick Price pitched in the next 
two goals assisted by Austin Michaelis. Jake Shumate came through for 
the final goal off an assist by Roberto Arguello.

It was a special night for the Cowboys who were honoring their 
graduating Seniors and their parents for “Senior Night.” Coppell begins 
its playoff season on Thursday, March 27 at Grapevine High School where 
they take on the Grapevine Mustangs in the first game of their journey 
to defend their state championship title.

Coppell ISD 
establishes first 
choice school

With last month’s School 
Board vote to approve Coppell 
ISD’s boundary realignment, the 
district will now offer its first choice 
elementary school, Pinkerton. The 
term choice means parents will 
now have the option to apply for 
their child to study in this inquiry-
based learning environment. Three 
informational parent meetings 
have been scheduled at Pinkerton: 
Thursday, March 27 at 6:30 p.m. 
and Monday, March 31 at noon and 
6:30 p.m. Parents seeking to make 
application are required to attend 
one of the meetings.

Dallas Area Rapid Transit 
(DART) will connect North Tex-
as commuters to the world four 
months early and under bud-
get by opening the Dallas/Fort 
Worth International Airport Station 
Monday, August 18.The five-mile 
Orange Line extension from Belt 

Line Station to the newly rebuilt 
Terminal A at DFW Airport will 
bring the nation’s longest light rail 
system to 90 miles.

“Opening a project of this 
complexity early and under bud-
get is a great testament to the 
work of our DART team and our 

colleagues at DFW Airport,” said 
DART President/Executive Direc-
tor Gary Thomas. “Support from 
the Federal Transit Administration 
and Federal Aviation Administra-
tion was also crucial to beating the 
targeted opening.”

SOURCE Dallas Area Rapid Transit

Irving Mayor Beth Van Duyne 
and the Irving City Council pre-
sented Janice Carroll with the 
Irving High Spirited Citizen Award 
Thursday, March 20, spotlighting 
almost two decades spent dedicat-
ing her time, talents and efforts for 
the collective good of the city.

As Irving’s city secretary for 
nearly 15 years, Carroll attended 
all council meetings, ran Irving 
elections, sought to enhance public 
participation in city government 
and safeguarded the democratic 
process through transparent opera-
tions and open records.

Carroll’s career in municipal 
government began in 1977 as the 
first city secretary for the Colony, 
where she later became the city 
manager. After that, she served as 
the City Secretary in Carrollton be-
fore filling that same role in Irving 
in 1995.

Carroll currently serves on the 
board of directors for the Irving 
Healthcare Foundation, where she 
has held various leadership roles 
and serves on the Irving Interfaith 
Clinic Board. She is a member of the 
Police Association Banquet Steering 
Committee.

A vast knowledge of the city’s 
past, coupled with a love for his-
tory, inspired Carroll to become 
a member of the Irving Heritage 
Society (IHS). Upon retirement, 
she was immediately elected to the 
board of directors and currently 
serves as IHS president. It was 
under Carroll’s leadership that the 
IHS officially adopted a mission and 
vision statement for the first time.

During her installation as IHS 
president, Carroll said it was her 
mother who taught her to value her 
heritage, noting that one of her great 
grandfathers led the Nacogdoches 
Company into the Battle of San 
Jacinto. She emphasized that while 
our ancestors do not define what we 
can accomplish in our own lives, ac-
knowledging them and the sacrifices 
they made helps us all appreciate 
the life that we enjoy today.

The High Spirited Citizen pro-
gram was initiated in 1988 by the 
Irving Convention and Visitors 
Bureau to encourage the spirit of 
volunteerism. To date, more than 
400 of Irving’s “unsung” heroes 
have been honored with the award.

SOURCE Irving Conventions and Visitors 

Bureau

DART to open Airport Station early, under budget

Local schools advance 
through playoffs

Two of Irving’s boys’ soccer 
teams qualified for the Bi-district 
playoffs. The Nimitz Vikings fin-
ished district play as District Cham-
pions, and the Irving Tigers finished 
in third.

For the Bi-District Playoffs, 
Nimitz Takes on Flower Mound 
at Dragon Stadium, in Southlake. 
Irving faces off against Marcus at 
Irving Schools Stadium. Both games 
take place on Friday, March 28.

SOURCE: Irving ISD

Lady Wolves make strong 
tournament finish

Ranchview High School golfer, 
Susan Yoo, finished in 14th place 
out of 67 golfers at the Regional 
Preview Golf tournament, held at 
Tanglewood Resort with a score 
of 102. This makes the second golf 
tournament in a row in which Susan 
led the Lady Wolves in scoring. The 
girls golf team finished in 6th place 
out of 13 teams.

SOURCE Carrollton-Farmers Branch ISD

Player of the Game senior Nick Price (5) scores two goals in his final district game 
with Coppell High School. / Photo by Ty McAden

Janice Carroll (left) stands with Irving Mayor Beth Van Duyne (right) at the High Spirited 
Citizen Award presentation March 20. / Photo courtesy Irving Convention and Visitors Bureau

Hooman Beighi stands with his Labrador, 
Beau, at the Irving Heritage Center’s 
Poochfest March 22. The annual canine-
centered social gathering moved its 
date forward by one week this year so it 
did not conflict with the DFW Humane 
Society’s Pet Pawlooza March 29.
/ Photo by Phil Cerroni

Cowboys close undefeated 
district season

Janice Carroll named High Spirited Citizen

Poochfest
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the First United Methodist Church in 
Irving with Pastor Joshua Price offici-
ating. Interment will immediately fol-
low at Oak Grove Memorial Gardens. 
The family requests memorial dona-
tions to the Celebration Worship Cen-
ter at www.churchdonedifferent.com  
located at 1809 S. Story Road Irving, 
TX 75060 and the Pancreatic Cancer 
Action Networkor www.pancan.org 
or 1500 Rosecrans Avenue, Suite 
200, Manhattan Beach, CA 90266. 
Arrangements made especially for the 
Muskopf Family by Brown’s Memo-
rial Funeral Home.

Gay Lynn Tiffany 
Phariss Taylor

Gay Lynn Tiffany Phariss Taylor 
passed away on November 5, 2013 in 
Kennewick, WA, with her family by 
her side.  She was a loving mother, 
grandmother, and friend. Gay Lynn 
was born on April 11, 1935, in Pam-

pa, Texas. She 
graduated from 
Abilene High 
School. After 
graduation she 
married Glen 
Phariss, together 
they raised two 
daughters: Lisa 

Gale Phariss and Kelly Phariss. In 
1980, Gay Lynn married James Major 
“Zip” Taylor of Irving, Texas.  Togeth-
er they owned and operated several 
successful businesses including The 
Summit Inn and Automated Power 
Systems. Gay Lynn’s greatest joys 
where her friends, family, traveling 
the world, and being a gracious host-
ess. She was an eternal optimist, and 
was not afraid to face new challenges. 
She also loved to fish, garden, and 
make “Bam’s special coffee” for her 
grandchildren. Gay Lynn is survived 
by her daughters, Lisa Phariss Taul-
bee (Dale) and their daughter, Lexa 
Taulbee; Kelly Phariss Dean (Mike) 
and their children, Rylie and Maggie 
Dean. She is also survived by James 
Taylor’s children Peggy Price (Bob), 
Larry Taylor (Fawn), Tim Taylor 
(Gloria), Todd Taylor (Gina) and their 
families. She was preceded in death 
by: James Major Taylor, her parents, 
Lavada Opal Taylor and Clarence 
Sterling Tiffany, and her only sibling 
Dana June Wilburn. A memorial 
service will be held on Saturday, April 
5, 2014 at 10:00 a.m. at the Plymouth 
Park United Methodist Church, 1615 
West Airport Freeway, Irving, TX 
75062. Memorial contributions may 
be made to her favorite charities the 
Susan G. Komen Foundation and 
SPCA, or the charity of your choice.

Eldridge Maurice Gay
Eldridge Maurice Gay, 88, of 

Irving, Texas passed away March 
21, 2014 peacefully at home. He was 
born September 17, 1925 to the late 
Julius Allen and Macie Williams Gay 

in Union Grove, 
Texas. Eldridge 
retired after a 40 
year career in the 
aerospace indus-
try with Ling-
Temco-Vought 
(LTV). During 
Eldridge’s time 

with LTV his numerous projects 
included structural testing of the 
B-1 Lancer Bomber and B-2 Spirit 
Stealth Bomber. Eldridge will be re-
membered for his outgoing and loving 
personality and will be dearly missed 
by his family and friends. He was pre-
ceded in death by his wife of 64 years, 
Betty Lou Walker Gay. He is survived 
by his son David Byron Gay and wife 
Jean of Hickory, NC; daughter, Linda 
Gay Butts and husband Marvin of 
Grand Prairie, TX. Granddaughter 
Katherine Gay of Harper’s Ferry, WV; 
two grandsons Ryan Butts, Lubbock, 
TX , Nathan Butts , Grand Prairie, 
TX and great-granddaughter, Lillian 
Hope Gay , Harper’s Ferry, WV. He 
is also survived by his sister Allene 
Johnston, Longview, TX and brother, 
Forrest Wayne Gay and wife Peggy, 
Chandler, TX and several nieces and 
nephews. Visitation was held at Guer-
rero Dean Funeral Home in Grand 
Prairie Monday March 24, 2014 at 
1:00 PM followed by a celebration 
of his life at 2:00 PM with Reverend 
Dennis King officiating. Burial was 
beside his loving wife at Oak Grove 
Memorial Gardens in Irving, TX. 
Arrangements were entrusted to the 
care of Guerrero Dean Funeral Home 
under the direction of Aaron King, 
Funeral Director.

Ihna Belle Muskopf
Ihna Belle Muskopf, age 87 and 

a 65 year Irving 
resident, died on 
March 25, 2014.  
She was born in 
Fort Worth on 
August 17, 1926 
to Leman Foun-
tain Reid and 
Sarah Alice Ten-

nyson Reid and went on to become 
a loving wife, mother, grandmother, 
great and great-great grandmother 
who was known for being a nanny to 
any child she came into contact with. 
Ihna was also a dedicated volunteer 
for the Red Cross, American Cancer 
Society and numerous other chari-
ties while also being devoted to her 
church as the pastor’s wife who lent 
her talents there through her singing, 
playing guitar and even yodeling- 
which helped her clinch the title of 
Ms. Mature Irving in 1998. She also 
worked as an Irving crossing guard 
for 20 years. Ihna is preceded in death 
by her parents, her beloved husband 
Howard Muskopf and sister, Juanita 
Brewster. She will be greatly missed 
by her daughters Alice Frazier, Dar-
lene Soffar and Deborah Cline; son 
Howard D. Muskopf along with 12 
grandchildren, 23 great grandchil-
dren and 7 great-great grandchildren. 
A funeral service will be held at 11:00 
AM on Saturday, March 29, 2013 at 

Betty Archer
Betty Archer of Irving passed 

away March 22, 2014. She was born 
in Grand View, Texas to Robert and 
Iva Thomas on May 5, 1938. She 
graduated from Irving High School 
in 1956 and was a member of The Ir-
ving Girls Softball Association. Betty 
is preceded in death by her father; 
husband Gilbert Wayne Archer and 
sister-in-law Barbara Jenkins. She is 
survived by her mother Iva Thomas; 
daughters Julie Pendergraph; Lori 
Prather and husband Rick; grandchil-
dren, Christi Jackson, Scott Seago, 
Brent Jackson, Nathan Jackson and 
Amber Green; 4 great-grandchildren; 
longtime best friend Marlene Jones; 
brother-in-laws Joe and Larry Ar-
cher; sister-in-law Lynda Archer-
Walker and many nieces and neph-
ews. A graveside service was held at 
1:00 pm on Wednesday March 26, 
2014 at Oak Grove Memorial Gar-
dens with Reverend Wallace Philpot 
as the officiant. Arrangements for 
The Archer Family made especially 
by Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home.

Barbara Jo Davis
Barbara Jo Davis, age 78 of 

Denton, died March 21, 2014. She 
was born to Carl William Avrett and 
Pauline Ragsdale Avrett on Febru-

ary 11, 1936 in 
Dallas, Texas. 
Barbara resided 
in Irving, Texas 
from 1936-1990 
before moving 
to Possum King-
dom Lake until 
2005 when she 

relocated to Nashville, Tennessee 
until 2012. She will be missed by her 
Husband Bobby Davis of Denton; 
Sons Maury Davis and wife Gail of 
Nashville, TN; Tony Davis and wife 
Jennifer of Nashville, TN; daughter 
Tara “Tara Baby” Riney and husband 
Dale of Callisburg, TX; brother Larry 
Avrett and wife Martha of Stillwater, 
OK; sister Sharon Avrett of Nashville, 
TN. Barbara was also blessed with 13 
grandchildren and 8 great grandchil-
dren. A funeral service was held at 
Calvary Church in Irving on Tuesday, 
March 25, 2014 at 11 AM with Pas-
tor J. Don George as the officiant. 
Interment followed at Oak Grove 
Memorial Gardens. Arrangements 
made especially for the Davis Family 
by Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home.

NOTICES

Serving Irving families since 1963.

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

◆ Local family owned
◆ Serving all faiths
◆ Preneed funeral plans
◆ Chapel seats over 250
◆ Out-of-town funerals
◆ Off-street parking

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

Though 
construction
on SH183 has 

relocated many 
other businesses, 

we are NOT 
moving.

“The Right Choice
for Over 54 Years.”

Director in Charge Gary Westerman

972-254-4242
www.brownmem.com 

Owned and Operated by
Jeanne Brown & The Brown Family 

Founder

Ben F. Brown

Continuing
The Tradition

OAK GROVE MEMORIAL 
PLOTS

PRICE REDUCED.
MUST SELL ASAP!

FOR SALE: A private seller is offering 
two side-by-side tracts in the beautiful 
and exclusive "Garden of Peace" at 

Oak Grove Memorial in Irving.

$4,580
 lot 11; block 5; tracts 3 & 4
1413 East Irving Boulevard

(valued at $7,580) 

Contact Mrs. Ray directly to inquire:
(214) 415-5918

OBITUARIES

Obituaries: To have an 
obituary notice printed in the 
Rambler, please contact Tam-
my Pompa at 972-870-1992 
or obituaries@irvingrambler.
com or mail to The Rambler, 
P.O. Box 177731, Irving, Texas 
75017; Re: Obituaries. Fees 
may apply.

Arrangements by Brown’s 
Memorial Funeral Home, 
972-254-4242
Vandell Marie Patterson Brown
12/11/1931 – 03/23/2014

Arrangements by Chism-Smith 
Funeral Home, 972-259-7644
Jess Miles Beckham
January 4, 1928 - March 21, 2014
De’ondre Linda Jackson
October 8, 1997 - March 3, 2014
Rubin Donald Graves
October 31, 1938 - March 21, 2014
Ruth Brooks Mammen
March 27, 1922 - March 20, 2014
Kenneth Alan Baxter
January 13, 1955 - March 23, 2014
 
Arrangements by Donnelly’s 
Colonial Funeral Home, 
972-579-1313
Dolan L. Miller
May 3, 1921 – March 22, 2014
Billie “Gran” Griffith
January 12, 1927 – March 22, 2014
Bobbie Willhelm
December 12, 1931 – March 22, 2014
Odes J. Choate
June 7, 1924 – March 25, 2014

Arrangements by Restland 
Coppell Chapel, 972-745-1638
Antonio Laico
06/13/1955-03/17/2014
Jonathan Seth Albrecht
07/22/1965-03/15/2014
Marie Fisher
02/28//1921-03/15/2014
Brandon Marks
01/09/1995-03-18-2014
Alma Jones
12/31/1921-03/22/2014

Jayasree “Jaya” Grandhi, M.D. 

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in nephrology, particularly acute renal 
failure, hypertension, and chronic kidney disease. 
✦ Previously at Strong Memorial Hospital in New York, Mercy 
Memorial Hospital in Minnesota, and former member of the faculty at 
Wayne State University. She conducted research at Strong Memorial 
Hospital and Karmanos Cancer Institute.

✦ MBBS at Gandhi Medical College and Hospital in Hyderabad, India; 
Internship at Wayne State University; fellowship in Nephrology at Strong 
Memorial Hospital in New York.

972-823-6422

William A. Smith, Jr., M.D

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in Urology
✦ Graduated from the Indiana University School of Medicine 
✦ Internship in General Surgery at University of Texas Southwestern
✦ Residency in Urology at the University of Texas Southwestern 
✦ Member of the American Urological Association and the American 
Medical Association since 2008
✦ He has special interests in the use of robotics in urology procedures 
and specializes in trauma/reconstruction, endourology, oncology, 
treating kidney stones and female urology.

Dr. Grandhi accepts most major health plans and is accepting new patients.

972-253-4210

NEW PHYSICIAN AT OUR CLINIC

NEW PHYSICIAN AT OUR CLINIC

Hours: 8-5 Monday-Friday
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 210, 
Irving, TX 75061

Dr. Smith accepts most major health plans and is accepting new patients.
Hours: 8-5 Monday-Friday
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 325, 
Irving TX 75061

Two Irving teachers have 
been honored with the Work of 
Heart Award by The Catholic 
Foundation. Now in its ninth year, 
The Work of Heart Award is one 
of the foundation’s signature pro-
grams and acknowledges the time 
and talent individuals dedicate to 
the children and families of Catho-
lic schools in the Dallas Diocese.

In recognition of their gen-
erous service throughout the 
community, Mary Carter, a PreK 
to four-year-old teacher at Holy 
Family of Nazareth School, and 
Dr. Cheryl Huff, a teacher at The 
Highlands School, will each re-
ceive a $500 grant.

Carter stood out for volun-
teering at school, serving at the 
after-care program and giving 
every student her undivided time 
and attention.

“Miss Carter has taught all 
four of my daughters, teach-
ing them to love writing, math, 
science and learning about the 
Catholic Faith,” said Tina Mar-
quez, a parent at Holy Family of 
Nazareth School. “She continues 
to be our favorite teacher!”

During her first four years as 
the math department chair at The 
Highlands School, Huff earned 
a reputation for exemplifying a 

joyful heart and giving spirit and 
fostering a spirit of unity, love and 
fun within the faculty.

“There are so many good 
teachers here at The Highlands 
School, and Dr. Huff definitely 
sets the pace for all of us,” said 
Jackie Lamers, second grade 
teacher at The Highlands School. 
“She has raised the bar very high, 
and it is a blessing to have her 
here.”

Each recipient was nomi-
nated to receive the award by stu-
dents, teachers, administrators, 
parents or community members. 
The award criteria were based 
on traditional merit, including 
outstanding service at school, 
modeling a Christian example 
and going above and beyond for 
an individual student, family or 
the community. 

“These dedicated profes-
sionals inspire their students 
and colleagues through faith and 
devotion to their work,” said Matt 
Kramer, president and CEO of The 
Catholic Foundation. 

“The honorees have al l 
touched the lives of so many, and 
The Catholic Foundation wants 
to recognize and support their 
worthy achievements.”

SOURCE The Catholic Foundation

Local educators commended 
for outstanding service
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AUSTIN—The Texas Water 
Development Board (TWDB) is 
alerting citizens that an automated 
phone campaign using TWDB’s 
name and website is taking place 
without the agency’s cooperation. 
According to reports, the phone 
calls are directing listeners to 
TWDB’s website at www.twdb.
texas.gov.

TWDB is not affiliated with 
these calls, nor do it know who 
is sponsoring them. The calls are 
originating from 903-686-9527. If 
citizens have questions about their 
local watering schedules or restric-
tions, they should contact their local 
water utility.

The TWDB is the state agency 
charged with collecting and dis-
seminating water-related data, as-
sisting with regional planning and 
preparing the State Water Plan for 
the development of the state’s water 
resources. The TWDB administers 
cost-effective financial programs 
for the construction of water sup-
ply, wastewater treatment, flood 

control, and agricultural water 
conservation projects.

Soup, Soap, and Hope
Ladies Luncheon

(benefiting Community of Irving)

Salvation Army of Irving
Ladies League of Volunteers

Las Colinas Country Club, 4400 No.O’Connor Road, Irving, Texas

Tuesday, April 1
11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

(Lunch served at 12:00)

Reservations Paid before March 18 — $35 — after March 18 — $40
Reservations may be made by mailed check or credit card info to:

Salvation Army Irving, Attn: Kay Heldman
250 E. Grauwyler Rd, Irving, Texas

Phone: 972.438.6553
Groups of 10 may have their table named by their hostess and reserved. Other seating is open.

Limited seating
For parking convenience, we suggest carpooling

The League of Volunteers encourages each guest to bring canned soup for the food closet and/or/ 
a bar of soap for the children going to camp this summer.

Guest Speaker:
Captain Bruce Jamison

Corp Officer 
of Irving Center

Guest Performer:
Boys and Girls Club 

Spirit Team

Lift ChairsLift Chairs

Big State Drug

We Also Have

100 E. Irving Blvd.

4 Wheel Walkers
Hospital Beds

Bath Safety Equipment

Wheel Chairs
Crutches

Support Hosiery

Canes

Irving, TX 75060
972.254.1521

Several Colors to Choose From 

Delivery Available

118 E. Irving Blvd.
214-543-1708

Tues.-Fri. 11-6. Sat. 10-5
Furniture, Collectibles, and Bookstore.      

A Christian Ministry to Students Seeking Academic Success.

ANDREW ELLINGTON
214.226.5881

AEllington777@yahoo.com

Irving, TX

RamblerSUBSCRIBE!
214-676-1145

RamblerADVERTISE!
972-870-1992

RamblerTELL US WHAT’S UP!
972-870-1992

RamblerSUBSCRIBE!
214-676-1145

RamblerADVERTISE!
972-870-1992

RamblerTELL US WHAT’S UP!
972-870-1992

Rambler

SUBSCRIBE!
214-676-1145

Rambler

SUBSCRIBE!
214-676-1145

Visalakshi Rao Vallury, M.D., Ph.D.

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in Family Practice
✦ University of Illinois College of Medicine 
 James Scholar Program for Independent Study
✦ Mt. Sinai Family Practice Residency of Chicago, Illinois   
 Department of Family Medicine and Community Health
✦ Board Certified, American Academy of Family Physicians
✦ Fluent in English and Telugu
✦ Dr. Vallury accepts most major health plans.

6750 N. MacArthur Blvd, 
Ste 250, Irving, TX 75039 972-253-4343
NEW LOCATION! Call today!

classroom. No institution can train 
students well, she warned, unless 
enrolled and potential students 
alike are engaged creatively in both 
their coursework and the wider 
social impact it signifies.

“The reason that American 
higher education remains the global 
gold standard isn’t because we have 
the most books or the fastest com-
puters or the most advanced labs 
or turn out the most engineers,” 
Clinton said. “It’s because we still 
value students thinking creatively, 
innovating, questioning authority 
and receiving wisdom that is part 
of the American DNA, and I think 
it remains a competitive advantage 
in today’s information economy… 
It reflects the vibrancy of our de-
mocracy and the power of an open 
society. It does help young people 
become more active and engaged 
citizens.”

Simply building schools in 
developing countries and export-
ing infrastructure that works in 
North America will not tear down 
these barriers, Clinton cautioned. 
Instead, communities need to be 
shown the vision of higher educa-
tion; in other words, what universi-
ties represent and symbolize, and 
education needs to be tailored to 
each region’s specific needs. Some-
times, this means increasing basic 
literacy rates; at others, the task 
is training a skilled workforce. In 
many cases around the world, high-
er education looks more like trade 
schools or community colleges than 
what first world countries recognize 
as universities.

As with many conversations 
regarding education, Clinton 
broached the subject of technol-
ogy’s expanding role. Unlike other 
theories that advocate heavy reli-
ance on technology as a primary 
response to teaching dilemmas, 
she took time to point out its limi-
tations.

Although it can significantly 
alter the way students relate to 
their schooling, Clinton reminded 
the audience that technology does 
not change the nature of learning 
and must support, not replace it. 
There is no substitute, she said, 
for a classroom of “thoughtful and 
engaged peers.”

“Technology is a tool, not a 
teacher. It cannot replace hands-on 
experience, on the job training or 
laboratory-based experiments. On 
its own, it cannot teach creativity 
or critical thinking, but it can open 
doors that didn’t exist a few, short 
years ago,” she said.

This educational Renaissance 
is meant to be the vehicle for 
exporting the seeds of economic 
advancement, egality and freedom 
across the globe. Clinton referenced 
places such as Sub-Saharan Africa 
where economic expansion is not 
accompanied by moral qualities 
often associated with progress, and 
sections of the population continue 
to be marginalized. Education, Clin-
ton maintained, brings individuals 
opportunity, lifts up society as a 
whole and pushes back against op-
pression.

These challenges do not only 
exist halfway across the globe, how-
ever. Many people in the U.S., spe-
cifically first generation citizens and 
those who grew up in low-income 
communities, do not know how to 
navigate this nation’s complicated 
education system. Consequently, 
as philanthropists and educators 
attempt to enlighten the globe, the 
door closes on it in their own home.

“We have to ask ourselves,” 
Clinton said, “have the barriers that 
have been built because of the cost, 
because of sorting, made it more 
difficult than it was 100 years ago 
for a talented person to have the 
education he or she sought?”

Education 
Continued from Page 1

BSA Troop 183 announced 
its relocation to First Methodist 
Church Irving (211 West Third St.). 
Besides hosting the Boy Scouts, 
First Methodist is also home to 
Cub Scout Pack 771 and Girl Scout 
Troop 2200.

“It just makes sense that we 
partner with this great troop, 
strengthening the efforts of both 

the church and the scouts to serve 
families and their children,” First 
Methodist pastor Rev. Russell 
Floyd said.

The troop hopes this new home 
will enable it to continue providing 
Irving youth with more opportuni-
ties to develop the leadership and 
life skills necessary for young men 
to succeed.

Meetings are Tuesday nights, 
7-8:45 p.m. in the Family Life Cen-
ter Building.

SOURCE BSA Troop 183

Jaime Casas (left) and Randall Anglin (center), from City of Irving Code Enforcement, educate residents on common violations of city 
ordinances at Senter Park Recreation Center’s annual Community Fest March 22. In addition to vendors from the city, community 
groups, including the Boys Scouts, recreational sports teams and the Irving Community Garden set up booths informing people about 
the different activities happening in Irving. / Photo by Phil Cerroni

Photo courtesy Troop 183

Texas Water Development Board 
alerts citizens to automated calls

BSA Troop 183 moves homes

Community Fest
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A drawing for a $500 scholarship will be held every hour !

Wednesday, April 2, 2014  
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  •  Student Life Center H200

2014 SPRING CAREER FAIR SPONSORS
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www.northlakecollege.edu

94.9 KLTY
AAA-Texas
Ally Financial Inc.
Centre for Neuro Skills
Comerica Bank
Dolce Hotels & Resort & 
AA Training & Conference 
Center
First Service Residential
Garland Police Depart-
ment
Gaylord Texan Resort & 
Convention Center
Green Mountain Energy
KPXD TV
NEC Corporation of 
America
Protection 1

Puente Enterprises Inc.
RaceTrac Petroleum
Retail Business Develop-
ment
Service Broadcasting 
(K104-FM & KRNB-FM)
Silverleaf Resorts
Sirius XM
Sun Holdings, LLC
Texas Campaign for the 
Environment
Texas Department of 
Criminal Justice
The Container Store
Towne Park
UPS
Wa�e House

5001 N. MacArthur Blvd. Irving, TX 75038 972-273-3140

Platinum: CDM Constructors Inc.

Gold: FICS

Silver: American Teacher Retirement Services
  ChildCare Careers
  City of Carrollton
  Denton Fire Department
  FedEx Express
  Rent-A-Center
  Six Flags Over Texas
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Specializing in nephrology, particularly acute renal 
failure, hypertension, and chronic kidney disease. 
✦ Previously at Strong Memorial Hospital in New York, Mercy 
Memorial Hospital in Minnesota, and former member of the faculty at 
Wayne State University. She conducted research at Strong Memorial 
Hospital and Karmanos Cancer Institute.

✦ MBBS at Gandhi Medical College and Hospital in Hyderabad, India; 
Internship at Wayne State University; fellowship in Nephrology at Strong 
Memorial Hospital in New York.

972-823-6422

William A. Smith, Jr., M.D
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and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in Urology
✦ Graduated from the Indiana University School of Medicine 
✦ Internship in General Surgery at University of Texas Southwestern
✦ Residency in Urology at the University of Texas Southwestern 
✦ Member of the American Urological Association and the American 
Medical Association since 2008
✦ He has special interests in the use of robotics in urology procedures 
and specializes in trauma/reconstruction, endourology, oncology, 
treating kidney stones and female urology.

Dr. Grandhi accepts most major health plans and is accepting new patients.

972-253-4210

NEW PHYSICIAN AT OUR CLINIC

NEW PHYSICIAN AT OUR CLINIC

Hours: 8-5 Monday-Friday
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 210, 
Irving, TX 75061

Dr. Smith accepts most major health plans and is accepting new patients.
Hours: 8-5 Monday-Friday
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 325, 
Irving TX 75061

DAVID JETER
2300 Markland St.

Irving TX 75060

DMJ
DMJ GARAGE DOORS

Repair/Replace Doors & Openers

972-824-3823
jeterd30@hotmail.com
Stay local — 30-year Irving resident servicing the area.

By Phil Cerroni
People do not usually consider 

high school drama to be hyper-
competitive, but dressed in a black 
and yellow track suit and sporting 
dark Wayfarer sunglasses, Univer-
sal Academy’s (UA) theater teacher, 
Dion Hood, looked exactly like a 
football coach. What is more, he 
talked about the charter school’s 
participation in the Dallas Sum-
mer Musicals High School Musical 
Theater Awards as if they were bi-
district playoffs.

An offshoot of Dallas Summer 
Musicals’ popular Broadway tour-
ing shows, the teen component 
celebrates excellence in adolescents 
while giving them the opportunity to 
gain visibility and credibility within 

the community. Participating high 
schools have been performing since 
September in preparation for the 
March 30 televised finale that fea-
tures performers from each school. 
Until this year, no charter school or 
Irving school had ever participated, 
but Hood, who routinely enters 
state University Interscholastic 
League (UIL) theater competitions, 
decided to take a shot after seeing 
a television news story about the 
competition.

“I told him, ‘Dr. Jordan, you are 
not going to be disappointed with 
what it is we’re going to do,” Hood 
said, recounting his initial conver-
sation with the Award’s program 
director. “We’re not Hockaday; 
we don’t have that kind of budget-

-because sure, they have a $30,000 
budget--but we’re still going to give 
you the best of what theater can give 
you, if you give us this opportunity.”

Hood’s confidence intrigued 
Jordan, and he gave the small 
school an open slot in the contest. 
Hood, who usually focuses on 
smaller productions due to UA’s 
limited pool of actors and minimal 
facilities, knew he had to pull out all 
the stops in order to mount a Broad-
way-style musical. So he searched 
for something it was unlikely the 
other contestants would choose, but 
still, finally settling on “The Wiz,” 
a 1974 soul adaptation of L. Frank 
Baum’s novel  “The Wizard of Oz.” 
Hood chose this play to highlight 
the depth of his multi-cultural cast 

UD produces 
Chekhov 
adaptation 

The University of Dallas Drama 
Department will produce Anton 
Chekhov’s “Three Sisters” as adapt-
ed by MacArthur Fellow and Obie 
Award winner Sarah Ruhl. The play 
runs April 3-13 at the Margaret 
Jonsson Theater on the University 
of Dallas campus.

Chekhov’s poignant tale de-
picts an entire village of unlucky 
lovers struggling with the bitter-
sweet distance between reality and 
dreams. At the play’s center are the 
Prozorov Sisters, Olga, Masha and 
Irina. As the girls pretend they are 
still in their beloved Moscow, their 
personal lives turn out to be not 
quite what they had hoped.

“I am very excited to bring 
this stunning new version to North 
Texas. I think Sarah Ruhl’s in-
imitable ear for dialogue is a perfect 

match for Chekhov,” said director 
and assistant professor of Drama 
Stefan Novinski. “She captures the 
rhythms of the original better than 
any translation I have ever read

SOURCE University of Dallas Drama De-

partment

By Phil Cerroni
Films crews, shooting the pilot for NBC’s “Salva-

tion”, descended on Hunter Ferrell Road March 19. The 
terse television drama starring Ashley Judd centers 
around the politics within a Texas church community, 
according to “The Hollywood Reporter”. The produc-

tion team filmed at Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic 
Church. They also shot a scene at Jim Widener’s nature 
preserve, H. Ferrell Hogbottoms. NBC Director of 
Publicity Mitchell was reticent to divulge any details 
about the latter scene because, in his words, it was a 
“big reveal.”

by proving they could produce a 
traditionally all-black musical.

“A lot of other schools, they 
hide behind (their production 
value)... When they see us come in 
they think, ‘Oh my god, he has a full 
theater; he has all of the things he 
needs.’ We do not, but we compete 
mentally and physically as if we do, 
because we had to put that kind of 
drive in our students,” Hood said.

He hopes this opportunity will 
show the public how much small 
charter schools can accomplish. 
Fewer than 100 students are en-
rolled in UA’s high school program, 
and they split their after-school 
hours between homework and ath-
letics, still managing to fit theater in 
either between evening basketball 
practices or in the mornings before 
school.

Hood felt confident sending 
his students to the Awards because 
of their success at regional theater 
competitions, and he attributes 
the program’s triumphs to the 
constraints placed on it by budget 
and size. 

During his decade of teaching 
drama, Hood has shied away from 
grand spectacle in favor of smaller 
productions, including Sophocles’ 
“Antigone” and “Fences” by Pulitzer 
Prizing-winning, African American 
playwright and activist, August 
Wilson.

“When we go to compete, it’s 

very interesting because we don’t 
have, at this time, a theatrical space, 
so it requires us to be creative. It 
requires us to really take our chil-
dren’s minds into the physicality of 
what all you have to do because you 
don’t have the space,” Hood said.

They accomplish this, he said, 
by focusing on the foundations 
of creating good art, not teaching 
theatrical tricks.

“Most of this work is definitely 
on a collegiate level that they’re do-
ing at their classes at Northlake; at 
any collegiate theater class or visual 
arts class … renderings, models fit 
to scale,” Hood said.

“Judges have said this numer-
ous times, Our students here at UA 
learn the structure and the founda-
tions of art instead of just drawing 
animé characters or other indi-
vidual cartoon characters. We’re 
actually learning figure drawing as 
a foundation,” said Carrie John-
son, one of the school’s visual arts 
teachers.

Although Hood is proud of his 
students and routinely pits them 
against larger schools, he admitted 
there are a few obstacles, specific 
to their situation, that confront the 
program. For one, because English 
is many of these kids’ second lan-
guage, pronunciation and enun-
ciation, especially on more difficult 
Classical or Shakespearean texts, 
can present a formidable obstacle.

Photo courtesy UD Drama.

Charter school city’s first to participate in theater program

‘Salvation’ pilot partially shot in Irving

An NBC film crew shoots a portion of the trailer for “Salvation” at H Ferrell Hogbottoms in Irving. The day’s work was complicated by 
plastic bags that blew onto the property from the landfill next door The crew also shot at the Grand Prairie landfill and Our Lady of 
Guadalupe church. / Photos by Phil Cerroni

Owner of the Hogbottoms property Jim Widener stands on a gravel path the NBC pilot “Salvation” prepared to use in a sunset shoot. 
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Rules: Only vote for the categories that relate 
to you.
 Businesses and people nominated must be located
  and or reside, in Irving and/or Coppell.
 Please print. Illegible ballots will be discarded.
 Original forms only, no photo copies.
 All personal information will be kept private and 
  only used for validating the entries.

If you wish to receive notices and information 
from Rambler Newspapers please provide your 
email address. An email address is not required to 
answer the survey.

Email:

Vote for Your Favorites
2014 Reader’s Choice Awards

Education
Charter School
College/University/Trade Sch.
Private School
Public School

YOU ARE THE JUDGE. Every year we ask our 
readers and the community to vote for their favorite 
businesses. The results will be published in our 
annual Reader’s Choice magazine the end of June 
2014. Just complete the ballot below, along with 
the entry blank. Mail your entry to the Rambler 

Newspapers at P.O. Box 177731, Irving TX 75017 
or drop it off at 627 S. Rogers, Irving TX 75060 
no later than April 20, 2014. The results will be 
published in the 2014 Reader’s Choice.  This ballot is 
also available online at www.RamblerNewsSurvey.
com.

Living
Apartment / Duplex / Complex
Assisted Living Center
Senior Care Facility
Retirement Community

Community
Community Leader
Community Volunteer
Local Landmark
Local Nonprofit Organization
Local Sports Team
Local Arts Organization

Shopping
Antique Store
Appliance Store
Beer & Wine Shop
Bicycle Shop
Children’s Clothing
Clothing Store
Computer Store / Repair
Dry Cleaners 
Flower
Gift Shop
Grocery Store
Hobby Shop
Jewelery
Music Store
Nail Salon
Office Supply
Organic Foods Store
Shoe Store 
Specialty Boutique
Thrift / Consignment / 
Re-Sale Store

Over the last 12 months, have you done any of the
following as a result of reading a Rambler Newspaper?

Discussed an article or referred someone to it?
Cut out an article?
Visited a specific store?
Cut out an advertisement?
Attended an event?
Researched a topic for more information?
Referred Someone to the Rambler?

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

No
No
No
No
No
No
No

What do you like about the Rambler Newspapers?

Where do you get your local news?

Chamber Bulletin
Citizens’ Advocate
City Spectrum
Coppell Gazette
Dallas Morning News
Fort Worth Star Telegram

Internet
Radio
Rambler Newspaper
Social Media
Television
The Burb

Other source or media

Occupation?
Bus. Owner / CEO
Retail
Retired
Other

Homemaker
Lawn Worker
Unemployed

Professional
Construction
Tradesperson

Information to help us provide you with a better newspaper.
What type of items & articles do you like to read in the 
Rambler?

Advertising
Births / Deaths
Business
City News
Elections
Events

Politics
Puzzles
School News
Sports
Theater
Youth Activities

Games
Graduation
Miltary
Movies
Non-Profit Organizations
Politics

(You may attach additional pages if needed)

Entertainment
Golf Course
Local Artist
Local Band
Local Orchestra
Local Arts Organization
Movie Theater
Travel Agent / Agency

Financial
Banking Facility / Credit Union
CPA/Financial Planner/Advisor
Insurance Company
Mortgage Company

Medical
Chiropractor
Cosmetic Surgeon
Dentist
Eye Doctor
Eye Wear Provider
Family Doctor
Hearing Aid Provider
Home Health Care
Hospital
Massage Therapist
OBGYN-Women’s Health Office
Ophthalmologist-Optometrist
Orthopedic Care Office
Pediatrician
Pharmacy

Misc
Business with the Friendliest Service
Attorney
Day Care
Employment / Staffing Agency
Photographer
Sign / Banner Company

Pet
Place to Board your Pet
Grooming Salon
Pet-Friendly Spot
Pet Store
Veterinarian/Veterinary Clinic

Automotive
Auto Supply Store
Car Wash/Detailing
Motorcycle Dealership
New Car Dealership
Auto Repair Shop
Oil Change Store
Collision Repair Shop
Tire Store
Used Car Dealership

Food
Best Chicken Fried Steak
Best Coffee
Best Coldest Beer
Best Donuts
Best Cheese Fries/French Fries
Best Frozen Yogurt
Best Hamburgers
Best Margaritas
Best Pizza
Best Steak
Best Sushi
Best Wings

Americana
Asian
Bakery 
Bar / Pub
Bar-B-Que
Buffet 
Caterer
Coffee Shop
Fast Food
French
Greek/Middle Eastern
Happy Hour
Healthy/Lite/Vegetarian
Home Cookin’
Ice Cream Shop 
Indian
Italian
Kid-friendly Dining
Late-night Dining
Mexican
Sandwich/Sub Shop
Seafood 
Steakhouse
Restaurant with the Best Service
Value for the Buck

Restaurant

House
Carpet Cleaner
Carpet/Flooring Install Serv.
Electrician
Exterminator
Hardware/Home Improvement
Heating/Air Conditioning Co.
Home Repair/ Remodeling Co.
Nursery, Landscaping and Garden Store
Paint Store
Plumber
Real Estate Agent / Company
Roofing Company

Are you a regular
 Rambler Newspaper reader? Yes No

Which category below includes your age?
17 or younger
18 - 35

36 - 45
46 - 55

56 - 65
66 or older

Which category below includes your income?
$0 - $39,999
$40,000 - $74,999

$75,000 - $99,999
$100,000 - $149,999

$150,000 - $199,999
$200,00 and up

What type of articles would you like to find in the Ram-
bler?

Arts
Business
Civic Organizations
Church
College
Comics

Music
Parenthood
Pets
Shopping

Coupons
Crime
EmploymentHard News
Hobbies
Holidays
Jobs
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LEGAL NOTICES

HELP WANTED 
P/T experienced seamstress, 

Needs to be able to do 
alterations and sew.
Must speak English.
Call 972-579-0535

Servisair is looking to 
hire ramp agents. 

Applicants must pass a 10 year 
background check and a 10 panel 
drug screen. Applicants must be 
able to work weekends. Please 

call 972-973-4587 to apply.

REAL ESTATE

FOR SELL or LEASE
Abutting D/FW AIRPORT
All or part of 5700 sq ft on 

1.5 acre, S E Corner of 
D/FW Airport  - Commercial 

Warehousing Zoning 
COU-2, in 161 overlay, 2700 
sq ft building with glass entry, 
2 bathrooms,  2-12’ Overhead 

doors. Another 2000 sq ft office 
space at 3312/3324 Valley View 

Ln. Irving, TX 75062 
will consider partial trade 
Wayne at 214-274-2008

NOW HIRING
Hostess-Waitress-Assistant

Apply in Person at Pho Chateau
949 W. Royal Lane #108

Irving, TX 75039
214-613-2079

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO ISSUE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, 
COMBINATION TAX AND REVENUE CERTIFICATES OF OBLIGATION, 

SERIES 2014

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on May 8, 2014, the City Council of the City of Irving, Texas, 
at 7:00 p.m. at a regular meeting of the City Council to be held at the City Hall, 825 W. Irving 
Boulevard, Irving, Texas, the regular meeting place of the City Council, intends to pass an ordi-
nance authorizing the issuance of not to exceed $21,700,000 principal amount of Certificates of 
Obligation, in one or more series, for the purpose of paying contractual obligations to be incurred 
for the following purposes, to-wit: (i) designing, developing, constructing, improving, extending, and 
expanding water distribution facilities and improvements within the Parkside Public Improvement 
District (the “Parkside PID”), (ii) designing, developing, constructing, improving, extending, and 
expanding sanitary sewer facilities and improvements within the Parkside PID, (iii) designing, 
developing, constructing, improving, extending, and expanding drainage and storm water facilities 
and improvements, including landscaping and hardscaping within the Parkside PID (iv) designing, 
developing, constructing, improving, extending, and expanding streets, thoroughfares, sidewalks, 
bridges, and other public ways within the Parkside PID, including streetscaping, streetlighting, 
right-of-way protection, utility relocation, and related storm drainage improvements; and acquiring 
rights-of-way in connection therewith, (v) designing, developing, constructing, improving, extend-
ing, and expanding open space, park and recreational facilities and improvements including 
landscaping and hardscaping, including pedestrian bridges within the Parkside PID ((i) through 
(v) collectively, the “Project”), (vi) the payment of capitalized interest and (vii) paying professional 
services of attorneys, financial advisors, and other professionals in connection with the Project and 
the issuance of the Certificates.  The Certificates shall bear interest at a rate not to exceed fifteen 
percent (15%) per annum, and shall have a maximum maturity date of not later than forty (40) 
years after their date.  Said Certificates shall be payable from the levy of a direct and continuing ad 
valorem tax against all taxable property within the City sufficient to pay the interest on this series 
of Certificates as due and to provide for the payment of the principal thereof as the same matures, 
as authorized by Subchapter C, Chapter 271, Texas Local Government Code, as amended, and 
from special assessments levied for the Project by the City pursuant to Chapter 372, Texas Local 
Government Code, as amended, on properties within the Parkside Public Improvement District.
THIS NOTICE is given in accordance with law and as directed by the City Council of the City of 
Irving, Texas.

GIVEN THIS March 20, 2014.
 /s/ Shanae Jennings
 City Secretary
 City of Irving, Texas

PUBLIC NOTICE 
OF AUCTION 

OF SURPLUS MATERIALS
The Irving ISD, 2621 West Airport Freeway, 
Irving, Texas 75062 is offering surplus 
vehicles and materials for sale by online 
auctions through Lone Star Auctioneers, 
4629 Mark IV Parkway, Fort Worth, Texas 
76106. Website is at http://www.lonestar-
auctioneers.com/   Auction will begin no later 
than March 31, 2014. Please see the Lone 
Star auctioneers website for exact details 
and dates. Inspection is by appointment only 
starting Monday, Monday 31st to Thursday, 
April 10th from 7:30 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. at 
the Service Center, at 3620 Valley View Lane, 
Irving, TX. Goods are sold as is and where 
is and no warranties express or implied ap-
ply. Categories of goods in lots are likely to 
include but not limited to: materials, furniture, 
equipment, and miscellaneous items. 
Contact 972-600-5105 for appointment.

ZONING CASE NO. ZC12-0067
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – S-P-2

ORDINANCE NO 2014-9561

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZON-
ING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A 
TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS: A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE TWIN POST ADDITION 
AND LOCATED AT 2613 TWIN POST COURT; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID 
PROPERTY FROM R-6 SINGLE FAMILY DISTRICT USE UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS 
AMENDED TO S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR R-6 USES AND A CARPORT VISIBLE 
FROM THE STREET UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN 
ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS 
AND REGU¬LATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP 
ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING 
ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPRE-
HENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS 
AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER 
PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; 
PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

 
ZONING CASE NO. ZC13-0045
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-1 (R-AB)

ORDINANCE NO 2014-9562

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZON-
ING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A 
TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE ELIZABETH CROCKETT 
SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 217, AND LOCATED AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF W. LAS 
COLINAS BOULEVARD AND LAKE CAROLYN PARKWAY, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY 
DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID 
PROPERTY FROM TOD (TRANSIT ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT) DISTRICT GENERAL PLAN 
UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE 
FOR RESTAURANT WITH ATTENDANT ACCESSORY USE OF THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEV-ERAGES FOR ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION UNDER SECTION 52-49 OF ORDINANCE 
NO. 1144, AND HOTEL AND RELATED USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORD-
ING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR 
SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE 
OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER 
PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC 
INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES 
NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF 
DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING THE ENTIRE ORDINANCE SHALL BE INVALID IF ANY WORD, 
PHRASE, CLAUSE, SENTENCE, PARAGRAPH OR SECTION OF THIS ORDINANCE IS HELD 
TO BE INVALID AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ZONING CASE NO. ZC14-0004
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – S-P-2

ORDINANCE NO. 2014-9563

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT 
OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE BENJAMIN KEIFER SURVEY, 
ABSTRACT NO. 718 AND LOCATED AT 1350 SOUTH WALTON WALKER BOULEVARD, MORE 
FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A 
CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR 
ML-20 USES AND OUTSIDE SALES, STORAGE, AND DISPLAY OF RENTAL EQUIPMENT, 
AND C-W COMMERCIAL WAREHOUSE DISTRICT USE, UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS 
AMENDED TO S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR ML-20 USES AND OUTSIDE SALES, 
STORAGE, AND DISPLAY OF RENTAL EQUIPMENT USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, 
INCLUDING A VARIANCE TO SEC. 15-11, CONSTRUCTION OF A FENCE IN A FRONT YARD, 
OF THE LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE TO ALLOW A FENCE THAT IS TALLER THAN FOUR 
FEET IN THE FRONT YARD SETBACK; AND A VARIANCE FROM SEC. 15-15, USE OF ELEC-
TRICALLY CHARGED FENCES, OF THE LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE, TO ALLOW A FENCE 
THAT IS ELECTRICALLY CHARGED UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO 
THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL 
CONDITIONS AND REGU¬LATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL 
ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS 
OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTER-
EST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT 
REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT 
CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.
PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, on 
March 20, 2014.

BETH VAN DUYNE — MAYOR
ATTEST: Shanae Jennings  — City Secretary
APPROVED AS TO FORM: Charles R. Anderson — City Attorney

The CITY OF IRVING, Texas will receive 
sealed responses in the Purchasing Division, 
1st floor, 835 W. Irving Blvd, until the date and 
time below and will open responses at the 
same location for the following item:

1. ITB #094D-14F Porch Repairs
for Mustang Recreation Center
Due Date:04/11/14 @ 3:00 p.m.

Pre-Bid Mtg: 04/07/14
@ 10:00 a.m.

Responses must be received in a sealed 
envelope with solicitation number and due 
date on the envelope. Late responses can-
not be accepted. Information may be found 
at www.cityofirving.org click Departments/ 
Purchasing Phone: 972.721.2631

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS - PROPOSED ZONING CHANGES
CITY OF IRVING PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 

AND CITY COUNCIL

Public hearings are held to consider applications for amendments to the Comprehensive Zoning 
Ordinance and the Official Zoning Map of the City of Irving, Texas for the properties described herein:
 
LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas
Planning & Zoning Commission:  Monday, April 7, 2014, 7 p.m. 
City Council: Thursday, April 17, 2014, 7 p.m.
 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT AND ZONING CASE ZC14-0001:  Approx. 20.62 acres 
on the north side of IH 635 and the south side of Ranchview Drive, west of Valley Ranch Parkway.
The request is to amend the Comprehensive Plan Future Land Use Map from Retail to 
Low-Density Residential and rezone the property from S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for C-N 
(Neighborhood Commercial)uses to S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for R-6 (Single Family) uses. 
The applicant is requesting a zoning change to allow single family development. 

ZONING CASE ZC14-0003:  Approx. 0.37 acres at 1432 N. Belt Line Road.
The request is to rezone the property from C-C (Community Commercial) to S-P-1 (Detailed Site 
Plan) for C-C (Community Commercial) and Non-Deposit Financial Institution uses. The applicant 
is requesting a zoning change to allow a non-depository financial institution. 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT AND ZONING CASE ZC14-0005:  Approx. 7.8 acres on 
the west side of Esters Road, and the east side of SH 161, south of Walnut Hill Lane.
The request is to amend the Comprehensive Plan Future Land Use Map from Retail to Retail and 
Low-Density Residential and rezone the property from M-FW (Freeway) to S-P-2 (Generalized Site 
Plan) for R-6 (Single Family) and C-N (Retail) uses. The applicant is requesting a zoning change 
to allow  single family development and one commercial lot. 

ZONING CASE ZC14-0010:  Approx. 0.23 acres at 1103 Carver Lane.
The request is to rezone the property from R-6 (Single Family) to S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) 
for R-6 (Single Family) uses.  The applicant is requesting a zoning change to construct a carport 
visible from the street.

All interested persons are encouraged to attend the public hearings and express their opinions on 
the zoning change request.  Written response for the record may also be submitted to: 

City of Irving – Dept. of Development Services, 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 75060.

The application is on file for public review in Department of Development Services at the address 
listed above during normal business hours.  For additional information, please contact the Department 
at 972-721-2424.  Please reference the case number when requesting information.

This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible parking spaces are available. Requests for inter-
pretation services or assistive hearing devices must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. Contact 
the City Secretary’s Office at (972) 721-2493 for assistance.

The actual judging began six 
weeks prior to the brew-off, when 
homebrew entries underwent two 
rigorous selection rounds before 
being accepted into the event. 
First-place winners of each of the 
categories received a blue, hand-
painted ceramic stein. 

“The hand-painted ceramic 
stein that we award for first place 
is sort of the crown jewel in the 
homebrewing circuit nationwide,” 
Richard Dobson explained. “If you 
win a Blue Bonnet Stein, you have 
arrived. That is how coveted they 
are.”

Festivities also included a pub 
crawl, tasting glass evaluation clin-
ics and multiple keynote speakers 
including craft brewing industry 
leader and brew-master Eric War-
ner, who discussed the technical 
aspects of home brewing.

“We bring in a keynote speaker 
of significance from around the 
country to speak to us on technical 
issues, that sort of thing”, Dobson 
said. “Later on in the evening on 
Friday night, the local area home 
brew clubs can set up their own 
club bar and have their homebrew 
on tap.

“This is strictly for amateur 
brewers; we all have day jobs. No 
professional brewers are allowed; 
however, many of these home brew-
ers evolve and become professional 
brewers in their own right,” he con-
tinued. “I would like the community 
to know that this event, in fact, is 
open to the public. We are an IRS-
qualified non-profit organization. 
We do educational stuff and make 
donations. This is not a bunch of 
drunks; this is a high-class event.”

By Melinda Myers
Weeds do not need to get the 

best of carefully curated lawns. 
These opportunistic plants find 
weak spots in the lawn, infiltrate 
and begin the take over the grass. 
Gardeners can take back their lawns 
with proper, eco-friendly care for a 
greener and healthier yard.

Grass and thatch layers act as 
a natural filter, helping to keep pol-
lutants out of groundwater sources 
and dust out of the atmosphere. 
They also reduce erosion, decrease 
noise and help keep homes and 
landscapes cooler in summer. First 
rule of advice, a healthy lawn is also 
the best defense against weeds.

Use unwanted lawn invaders 
as a guide to improve your lawn’s 
health and beauty. Weeds appear 
and spread when growing condi-
tions are better for them than for 
the grass. Killing the weeds without 
fixing the underlying cause, how-
ever, is only a temporary solution.

High populations and a va-
riety of weeds mean overall lawn 
care practices need to be adjusted. 
Removing no more than one-third 
the total height of the grass during 
one mowing and leaving clippings 
on the lawn in order to return water, 
nutrients and organic matter to the 
soil, along with proper fertilization 
using an organic nitrogen slow re-
lease fertilizer, can greatly reduce 
weeds.

Knotweed and plantains often 
found growing next to walks and 
drives or other high traffic areas 
can also be found in lawns growing 
on heavy, poorly prepared soils. Re-
duce soil compaction and improve 
lawn health with core aeration, 
when actively growing in spring 
and fall. Another measure includes 
replacing grass in high traffic areas 

with permeable pavers or stepping 
stones to eliminate the cause.

Improve lawn drainage to 
manage nut sedge, a common weed 
in wet or poorly drained soils. It 
may mean core aerating the lawn 
and topdressing with compost, re-
grading or the installation of a rain 
garden to capture, filter and drain 
excess water back into the ground.

Clover and black medic mean it 
is time to get the soil tested and ad-
just fertilization. Both thrive when 
the lawn is starving. Clover was once 
included in lawn mixes because of 
its ability to capture nitrogen from 
the atmosphere and add it to the 
soil. If these weeds are present, 
boost the lawn’s diet this spring with 
a low-nitrogen, slow-release fertil-
izer. It feeds slowly throughout the 
season, promoting slow and steady 
growth that is more drought toler-
ant, disease resistant and better able 
to outcompete the weeds.

Creeping Charley, also known 

as ground ivy, violets, and plantains 
usually get their foothold in the 
shade before infiltrating the rest 
of the lawn. Take back those shady 
spots by growing a more shade 
tolerant grass like the cool season 
grass, fescue, or warm season St. 
Augustine grass. Mow high and fer-
tilize less--only 1-2 lbs. of nitrogen 
per growing season. Another option 
is to replace the lawn with shade-
tolerant groundcovers.

Crabgrass and Goosegrass are 
common weeds that follow a hot 
dry summer. Mow high to shade 
the soil and prevent many of these 
annual grass weeds from sprouting. 
Corn gluten meal is an organic pre-
emergent weed killer that can help 
reduce these and other weeds from 
sprouting. 

Melinda Myers is gardening expert, 
TV/radio host, author & columnist with 
more than 30 years of horticulture 
experience.

Homebrew
Continued from Page 1

Control weeds using eco-friendly controls
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WILSONFEST CARNIVAL
Food, Fun and Games for the 

Whole Family!!
Silent Auction and Raffle

Friday, April 11, 2014, 5-8p.m.
Carnival Punchcards

$10 at the door
Silent Auction in the Cafe

Cash and Credit only! 
Wilson Elementary,  

200 S. Coppell
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Organizations are required to re-submit their information on 
a monthly basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have 
accurate information. Listings are limited to the Organization’s 
name, meeting location and time. If an organization wishes 
to have more information than the free listing offers, we will 
continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

Put a Paw print in your heart
and a best friend at home!
The precious pets at the DFW Humane Society would like to 
bring a lifetime of love and happiness into your home!!

4140 Valley View Ln.
Irving, Texas 75038

972-721-7788
www.dfwhumane.com

OPEN:
Tuesday - Friday

11am-6pm
Saturday 10am – 5pm

Come adopt a new family member today!
If you can’t adopt, please donate!

I have a very 
exotic name, 
Eyesley. In 
the video 
game world I 
am a high 
level herbal 
vendor, but 
on this Earth I 
am a sweet 
,quiet, loving 
young lady. I am a 3 year old extra large 
spayed female with exquisite black fur with a 
sprinkle of white on my back. I am a quiet 
young lady who will come to you and loved 
to be petted and loved on. You must come 
by to this wonderful shelter and meet me to 
see first hand how wonderful I am.

Well hello there! Saw my 
picture and just had to know 
more about me, huh? Well, 
here goes. My name is Leona. 
I'm about 2 and a half years 
old and, of course, I'm a 
female. I came here from 
another shelter. I love to be 
scratched and when I say love, 
I mean love. I could sit and let 
you scratch me for hours. I'm 
also partial to tummy rubs. But 
I don't just take, I give, too. I'm 
loving and affectionate. I love 
giving everyone a hug!

1. LANGUAGE: What is the 
dot on top of the letters “i”and 
“j” called?
2. GEOGRAPHY: In what 
body of water can the island 
of Mykonos be found?
3. ACRONYMS: What does 
the acronym CAD stand for?
4. GENERAL KNOWL-
EDGE: What is a shillelagh 
used for?

5. POLITICS: What was the 
emblem of the Progressive 
Party of 1912?
6. ANATOMY: Where is the 
skin the thinnest on the hu-
man body?
7. ACADEMIA: What does a 
vexillologist study?
8. MOVIES: What movie fea-
tured the tagline “Thank God 
it’s only a motion picture”?
9. TELEVISION: What was 
the name of the town that 
was the setting for “Mary 
Hartman, Mary Hartman”?
10. GAMES: How many body 
parts do you have to remove 

in order to be successful in 
the game “Operation”?

Answers
1. A tittle
2. Aegean Sea
3. Computer-aided design
4. Irish in origin, it is a cudgel 
that can be used as walking 
stick or a weapon
5. Bull Moose
6. Eyelids
7. Flags
8. “Airplane!”
9. Fernwood, Ohio
10. Twelve

• It was 19th-century Brit-
ish author and social reformer 
John Ruskin who made the 
following sage observation: “In 
order that people may be happy 
in their work, these three things 
are needed: they must be fit for 
it; they must not do too much of 
it; and they must have a sense of 
success in it.”

• Before the element helium 
was known to exist on Earth, sci-

entists discovered that it existed 
on the sun. The newly discovered 
element was therefore named 
helium after the Greek god of the 
sun, Helios.

• If you suffer from odon-
tophobia, you’re afraid of teeth. 

• If you have ever been preg-
nant (or known someone who 
has), you might be familiar with 
a condition sometimes known as 
“momnesia” or “prego-brain.” It 
seems pretty common for preg-
nant women to forget names, 
misplace keys and sometimes 
even make it to work while still 
wearing their fuzzy slippers. You 
might be surprised to learn that 

there is science to support the 
existence of this phenomenon: 
Brain scans show that during 
pregnancy, some of the blood 
flow in a woman’s brain shifts 
from the forebrain, respon-
sible for short-term memory and 
multitasking, to the hindbrain, 
which takes care of the basics of 
survival. So the next time you see 
a pregnant woman in the grocery 
store wearing bunny slippers, 
give her a break; she’s building 
a new person.

• A cow was once purchased 
at auction for $1.3 million.

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.
(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions
   call 469-621-7878

Buttons & Bows Square 
& Round Dance Club 

1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 
Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

Circle I - Square 
& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Friends of The Irving Theater
Second Tuesday at Joe’s Coffee Shop.

7 p.m. to eat/casual meeting at 7:30 p.m.
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thurday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
   Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Los Lupes
 Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876
Irving Noonday Lions

PH 972-409-9940
Every Wed. @ Los Lupes

In the Irving Mall 
Irving Republican

Women’s Club
Meets the second Monday of 

each month (except July) at 7pm
IHOP Restaurant

Hwy 635 @ MacArthur
Irving Retired School

Personnel Association
First Christain Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd.
Irving Women’s Network

Las Colinas Country Club
Fourth Tuesday of every month

11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.
Metroplex Glass Club

Third Tues. each month 7-9 p.m.
Irving Garden & Arts Bldg.

For more info call 972-986-2990
The Optimist Club of Irving

1st Wednesday at 6:30 P.M. and 
3rd Tuesday at 11:30 a.m.

Meet at Googly Eyes 
2413 W. Airport Frwy.
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

972-254-3525
Single Moms Care & Support 

of Irving
2nd and 4th Fridays of each month
6:30 - 8:00 p.m. at the Irving YMCA 

(corner of Irving Blvd. and Story Road)
Free meal! Encouraging meeting! 

Kids welcome!
Thumbs up Toastmasters

Sundays 2:45 p.m.
YMCA Building 2200 W. Irving Blvd. 

 TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Dwelling Place
1126 Hilltop Drive

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd

 Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

FUN & GAMES

 CLUBS
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To place an ad 
in the worship section,

please call 972-870-1992

Kirkwood United Methodist Church
“Where God Continues To Do Something New”

9:00 a.m.  Servicio de Inspiracion en Espanol
 Children’s Church
9:30 a.m. Sunday School in English for All Ages
10:30 a.m. Fellowship Time
11:00 a.m. Inspiration Service in English
 Escuela Dominical en Espanol

Reverend
Preston W. Weaver

Senior Pastor
Reverend

Albano Tayengo
Associate Pastor

2232 W. Fi�h St. @ Story Rd.  |  Irving, TX 75060
972-254-4191  |  www.KirkwoodUMCIrving.org

SUNDAYS

CATHOLIC

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Holy Family of Nazareth
Catholic Church

One block north of Hwy 183 on Esters Rd.
Sat. 5:30pm, Sun. 8am, 10am, 12pm, 

5:30pm
972-252-5521

www.HolyFamilyChurch.net

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST  

LUTHERAN

First Christian Church
114 West Grauwyler Rd. 75061

972-579-0911
Sunday School for all ages-9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship- 10:45 a.m.

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m

Northgate
United Methodist Church

3700 West Northgate, 75062
972-252-8519     www.northgateumc.org
Worship Service 8:15 AM in the Dome

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:45 AM in the WAC 

at the rear of the complex

St. Stephen’s Presbyterian Church  
1621 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Irving, TX 75061  972-259-8744
www.ststephensirving.org

Sunday Bible Classes 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:50 a.m.

Good Shephard Lutheran Church
Sunday Worship 9am

Childrens Sunday School 9:15am
Adult Sunday School 10:30 am

Bible Study- Tues 1:30pm &
 Wed 6:15pm

2620 W. Grauwyler Rd.,Irving,TX 75061
www.gslcirving.com

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:30 p.m.
972.790.8606 www.BeltLineChurch.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third, 75060

972-253-3531    www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall

UNITED METHODIST

PRESBYTERIAN USA

WORSHIP

Reverend Frank Pounders 
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class
11:00 AM Service &
 Children's Church

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
 972-253-5083

unitychurcho�rving.com

Reverend Frank Pounders 
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class
11:00 AM Service &
 Children's Church

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
 972-253-5083

unitychurcho�rving.com

WE INVITE YOU TO EXPLORE Margaret Pounders latest book, 
How To Make a Miracle, and to attend a study group on 1st 
and 3rd Thursdays of each month from 6:30-7:30 PM. based 
on the book. Never forget, you can be whoever you truly 
desire to be: happy or sick; prosperous or poor; good 
in�uence or bad. Choose to the happy, healthy, prosperous 
person you are destined to be. You can achieve your own 
miracle! A straightforward way is by understanding the 
process Jesus used in his Miracles. You can use his miracle 
model regardless of your religious persuasion. Jesus 
demonstrated what anyone can do.This book is a guide to 
developing the ability to make miraculous improvements in 
your life, and is for sale in our bookstore and on Amazon.

WE INVITE YOU TO EXPLORE Margaret Pounders latest 
book, How To Make a Miracle, and to attend a study 
group on 1st and 3rd Thursdays of each month from 
6:30-7:30 PM. based on the book. Never forget, you can 
be whoever you truly desire to be: happy or sick; 
prosperous or poor; good in�uence or bad. Choose to 
the happy, healthy, prosperous person you are destined 
to be. You can achieve your own miracle! A straightfor-
ward way is by understanding the process Jesus used in 
his Miracles. You can use his miracle model regardless of 
your religious persuasion. Jesus demonstrated what 
anyone can do.This book is a guide to developing the 
ability to make miraculous improvements in your life, 
and is for sale in our bookstore and on Amazon. Bistro Lunch 

Mon- Fri — 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. $6.95 to $16
Daily Vegan options

 

972-259-1123 
www.gloryhousecatering.com

109 S. MAIN STREET, 
IN DOWNTOWN IRVING

WiFi
FREE

Wedding season 
is in the air!  

Book your event now!
Six Time Winner!  

Catering to You!
To you home, business, venue

CALL TODAY for info on hosting 
your event at Glory HouseSpring Fling with the King 

March 28 — 7-11 p.m. $40

WESTERN HERITAGE CHURCHWESTERN HERITAGE CHURCHWESTERN HERITAGE CHURCH

www.westernhc.org
525 NORTH SOWERS RD IRVING, TEXAS 75061

972-253-5021

YOUTH HORSE CAMP 
April 5       8:30-2:30 pm

Ages 7-14       $25/youth

❏ Lunch provided!

❏ Pants & Closed-Toed Shoes 

Required

❏ Registration forms and fee 
must be submitted by April 1st in 
order to reserve your child's spot 
at camp! To register your child, 
please fill out the forms on 
www.westernhc.org under Events.

WESTERN HERITAGE CHURCH

www.westernhc.org
525 NORTH SOWER RD IRVING, TEXAS 75061

972-253-5021

WESTERN HERITAGE CHURCHWESTERN HERITAGE CHURCH

Horse Camp
April 5       8:30-2:30 pm

Ages 7-14       $25/youth

❏ Lunch provided!

❏ Pants & Closed-Toed Shoes 

Required

❏ Registration forms and fee must be 
submitted by April 1st in order to 
reserve your child's spot at camp! To 
register your child, please fill out the 
forms on www.westernhc.org under 
Events.

Brandenburg Elementary 
School teacher and 2013 Irving ISD 
Elementary Teacher of the Year Gri-
zelle Larriviel was chosen as one of 
eight finalists in H-E-B’s Excellence 
in Education Award. Supermarket 
employees arrived at Brandenburg 
March 24 with balloons, cake, flow-
ers and giant checks for the surprise 
announcement.

Larriviel was presented with 
a $1,000 check for herself and a 
$1,000 check for the elementary 
school. 

Principal Yanira Oliveras was 
also presented with $1,000 for 

personal use, as well as $2,500 
for Brandenburg. All finalists are 
invited to Houston May 2-3 to com-
pete for larger cash prizes, totaling 
$430,000.

Launched in 2002, in coopera-
tion with the Texas Association of 
School Administrators as a positive 
way to support public education 
in Texas, the award have become 
the largest monetary program for 
educators in the state, spotlighting 
best practices and celebrating the 
passion and creativity.

Information provided by Irving ISD, HEB 

Grocery Company

2013 Irving ISD Elementary Teacher of the Year Grizelle Larriviel celebrates after HEB 
employees surprise her with a $1,000 check from the supermarket’s Excellence in 
Education Award. / Courtesy photo

Teacher surprised with award
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aptitude to safely perform their job 
in real-life conditions, such as being 
faced with emergency riding situa-
tions,” Hudson said. “The human 
body does not distinguish between 
the hormones that are released 
during a competitive event from 
those that are released during an 
emergency riding incident.”

Five officers from the Irving 
Police Department, Stephen Plas-
ter, Matthew Darter, Mark Dahl, 
Casey Phillips and Aubrey Shepard 
made a showing at the event. Also 
participating were DFW officers 
Derek Smith and Kurt Kimmons 
and one Coppell officer Casey Ses-
sions.

Events included the “Elimina-
tor” course, which officers traversed 
the first day of the event. According 
to officer R.J. Hudson of the Grape-
vine Police Department, the layout 
of the Eliminator is kept a secret 
from competitors until the very last 
minute possible,

“They hate it,” Hudson said, 
“they don’t get to practice the 
course, and they only get one try 
at it.”

Officers were allowed to do 
practice runs on the Competition 
course between 7 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
on Thursday, March 20. Officers 
were then allowed two timed runs 
on the course on Saturday, March 
22. The officers were then able to 
choose their two best times from 
their three runs for final scoring.

Other events included a timed 
four-man course where four officers 
alternated in and out of two tight 
circles while following as closely 
behind one another as possible. 
Timing for the event started with 
the first officer entered the pattern 
and the clock stopped with the last 
officer to come out. 

“You’re only as fast as your 
slowest rider,” Hudson said. 

The four man teams were al-
lowed to try the four-man course, 
up to, two more times if they were 

willing to fork out $5.00 per extra 
run in the name of charity.

Officers also had one free 
attempt to negotiate a 50-foot 
course riding as slow as possible 
during the Slow Ride competition. 
Touching cones or putting a foot 
down at any time was grounds for 
disqualification. This event also 
allowed officers to buy up to four 
extra attempts.

Officers also competed in a 
timed two-man event where they 
played “follow the leader” while 
winding through a treacherous 
course where penalties included 
touching cones, knocking cones 
down, putting a foot down, downing 
the motorcycle and missing gates.

The Challenge round where 
officers paired off to play a Simon 
Says-like game required one officer 
to exactly replicate the wheel path 
of the leading officer allowed offi-
cers to really play with one another. 
The leader had 90 seconds to get the 
following officer to make a mistake. 
Often the lead officer would attempt 
to slow down enough to force the 
follower to put a foot down and be 
disqualified.

“Participating in these events 
helps the officers achieve higher 
levels of motorcycle riding profi-
ciency, mental clarity and calmness 
under pressure,” Hudson said. 
“Learning to deal with the stress 
of these competitions and focusing 
on the task at hand will help the of-
ficers in real-life situations.”

Officers playfully taunted one 
another throughout the event, dar-
ing each other to push for perfection 
as spectators and family members 
cheered all around them.

There were some spills, but 
each officer quickly picked up 
their bike and started riding again 
followed by the applause of those 
watching. 

A silent auction and raffle were 
held inside a vacant store of Grape-
vine Mills Mall where vendors and 
individuals donated goods and 
services to be won by the highest 
bidder. 

The rodeo was hosted by the 
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Marla L. Watson
CEO

817-999-5701
marla@peapodgroup.com

@chicgirl
www.peapodgroup.com

Event planning, 
design and production 
film/marketing

Deep
in the Heart...
IRVING 
MARKET DAY

April 5
11 a.m.-5 p.m.

Cakes, Cookies, Brownies, 
Cupcakes, Muffins & anything sweet! 
Available fresh daily .... Baker/Owner

118 E Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 75060
214-470-0068

angie@encantocakeshop.com
www.encantocakeshop.com

Angie Franco

114 E. Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 75060

www.funandalilchic.com
Tuesday-Saturday 11 am-6pm

Manager: Rene Cedillo
214-274-0295

Owner: Laurie Cedillo
817-797-0980

b o u t i q u e  &  e m p o r i u m

Fun and a lil Chic

Motorcycles
Continued from Page 1

768 W. MAIN STREET768 W. MAIN STREET

SATURDAYS
8am to Noon

CoppellFarmersMarket.org

◆ Family Dining ◆ 

◆ Homestyle Cooking ◆
◆ All You Can Eat Food Bar After 5 p.m. ◆ 

◆ Lite-eaters Selection ◆ 

Visit Our Other Locations

Hours:  Mon.-Fri. 5:30 a.m.-9 p.m.
Sat. 5:30 a.m.-3 p.m.  Sun. 7 a.m.-3 p.m.

BREAKFAST   ◆   LUNCH   ◆   DINNER

MANSFIELD
310 Mitchell Rd., 

Metro (817) 477-3383

WATAUGA
5912 Denton Hwy., 

Metro (817) 498-7079
IN GOD WE TRUST

Where Irving 
Meets and Eats

For Take Out Call

(972) 253-7335
425 W. Irving Blvd. 

at O’Connor

Serving Irving For Over 40 Years

Every 
Wednesday    
Try Our 
TACO 
SALAD!

ADVERTISEMENT

Pho Chateau Celebrates 
Grand Opening in Irving

A beautiful restaurant serving up haute Vietnamese cuisine
A new restaurant that takes pho and other popular Asian street vendor 

food to gastronomically satisfying levels, has opened its doors to the public 
in Irving, Texas.  Situated on the North West corner of MacArthur Blvd 
and Royal Ln, this 3,000 square foot eatery has hit the ground running by 
doling out their specialties to the Las Colinas lunch mob.  At night they wind 
down for dinner service and utilize the full bar they have at their disposal. 

Executive Chef Ly Quang serves up traditional favorites by using only 
the freshest and best quality ingredients coupled with an understanding 
for balance and proportion.  Specialties include their pho with perfectly 
savory broth and the option to add top grade cuts of beef like filet mignon 
or even wagyu, if you want to get fancy.  Salt & Pepper Calamari, Crispy 
Fried Tofu and Chateau Spring Roll Sampler are already popular guest 
requests.  The French-influenced, creamy coffee (café sua da) is a must 
try but be forewarned, it packs a caffeine punch!

Service is friendly and prompt at Pho Chateau, which is a welcome 
change to the  standard of service you normally receive at other pho estab-
lishments.  Restaurant architect veteran, Jones Baker (Meddlesome Moth, 
Crú and Cook Hall to name a few), was retained to create an aesthetically 
appealing, fresh and comfortable atmosphere.  The wood paneling along 
the walls contrast with the cotton fiber wallpaper depicting maps of Viet-
nam, offering a variety of textures and depth.  Custom pinstriped booths 
are lit by hovering, stark white bird cage lights that lend a whimsical air.

Hours: Monday - Sunday   |  11:00 am – 10:00 pm
Where: Pho Chateau, 949 W. Royal Lane, Suite 108,  

Irving, TX  75039;  (214) 613-2079  |  phochateau.com
About: The name was born from the affair between Vietnamese tra-

dition and French culinary influences.  Pho Chateau excels in cultivating 
popular Vietnamese dishes using fresh, gourmet ingredients that bring out 
the exotic flavors of traditional Vietnamese cuisine.  A keen awareness for 
ideal balance and proportion lend to a blissful flavor in every bite.  

MEETINGS
7 a.m. Thursday mornings
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N.O'Connor Blvd
Irving, Texas 75062

IRVING SUNRISE 
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and motivational 
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MEETINGS
7 a.m. Thursday mornings
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N.O'Connor Blvd
Irving, Texas 75062

IRVING SUNRISE 
ROTARY

MEETINGS: 7 a.m. Thursdays
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N.O'Connor Blvd.
Irving, Texas 75062

IRVING SUNRISE ROTARY

JOIN US each week 
for interesting and 

motivational speakers. 

Officers Matthew Darter (front) and Stephen Plaster of the Irving Police Department traverse the two-man course as quickly and 
cleanly as possible during the Coppell-Grapevine Motorcycle Rodeo March 22. / Photo by Genesis Bishop

Coppell-Grapevine Police Chari-
table Association and benefited the 
Metroplex COPS, Remember the 
Fallen Heroes, Grapevine Shield 
Foundation, North Texas Shield 
Foundation, Team Texas and the 
Russ Martin Foundation for Police 
and Fire.

Council gives students environmental platform 
Keep America Beautiful (KAB) is accepting applications, through May 

16, for the National Youth Advisory Council (YAC), a unique opportunity 
for 10 high school students, 15-18 years old, from diverse backgrounds 
across the nation to participate in a service-learning and leadership de-
velopment program. Participants will contribute to and inform KAB on 
programs while acting as ambassadors and leaders for youth service in 
their communities.

(YAC) creates a framework for youth engagement, and KAB seeks to 
infuse our programs with young voices and build on the model of youth 
leadership seen in the organization’s local and state affiliates. YAC mem-
bers will participate in the KAB National Conference and produce materials 
to distribute to the KAB affiliate network.

Students who participate in YAC will have the opportunity to engage 
in creative work with a nonprofit organization focused on litter preven-
tion, beautification and community greening and waste reduction and 
recycling; partner with like-minded youth; inform KAB on programs while 
learning about approaches for engaging youth in community service; act 
as a service-learning ambassador in their community.

The application can be found at KAB.org.
SOURCE City of Coppell
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Pol. Adv. Pd. for by Rose Cannaday Campaign. Lowell Cannaday, Treasurer 

LETS’S KEEP IRVING
MOVING FORWARD

ROSE CANNADAY
✓

IRVING CITY COUNCIL-  PLACE 5 

INTEGRITY ★ EXPERIENCE ★ LEADERSHIP

Thank you to all my supporters 
for a successful 

Re-Election Kickoff!!
★ DEDICATED TO THE COMMUNITY
★ PROTECTING FAMILIES 
 AND KEEPING IRVING SAFE 
★ LEADERSHIP IRVING CAN TRUST           
EARLY VOTE — APRIL 28-MAY 6                                           

ELECTION DAY — MAY 10
www.RoseCannaday.com

(972) 885-6280 
campaign@RoseCannaday.com 

RE-ELECT 

Same Owner - Same Location - 42 Years
3307 Shady Grove - 2 blks East of Beltline -

972-986-5903
Tomatoes   Peppers

&

We carry Heirloom Tomatoes
- Large Selection - 

Prices good thru 
Friday April 4th

$.99
2½”

$1.49
4”

$24.99
each

2 for
$45

$2.99
6 PK

$2.99
QT

OUR BEST SELLING LAWN FERTILIZER

PURSLANE  
Assorted Colors & Mix - 10" Hanging Baskets
Very Full — Our Large Baskets are Here!

CHAMBERS Brand 16-4-8 
Specially Formulated for Irving 
& Surrounding Area         40 lbs.

 $14.99

for minor injuries related to smoke 
inhalation, according to Assistant 
Fire Chief Rusty Wilson, and one 
of the firefighters received stitches. 
Wilson declined to elaborate on 
how the man received his injuries, 
saying only that they were sustained 
in the course of fighting the fire.

Although victims were reticent 
to share their stories, evacuees 
whose homes had not been dam-
aged were more than happy to 
recount the morning’s events from 
their perspectives. Raymond Mace-
do described a scene of sheer panic 
in which residents ran this way and 
that, clutching material possessions 
and blankets to their chest as they 
herded their loved ones out of the 
burning courtyard.

Davis’ account was more sub-
dued. He depicted a relatively 
orderly scene where, if there had 
been any frenzy inside the scorched 
section, it quickly calmed down as 
residents exited the danger zone.

Both the Red Cross and the 
Salvation Army deployed to the 
scene, assisting people forced into 

the chill air by police officers, who 
had to kick in doors and windows in 
order to awaken sleepers and rouse 
those who underestimated the fire.

Because of the threat of rain, 
the fire department contacted the 
Iglesia Del Nazareno Maranata 
church across the street from the 
apartments. The doors were opened 
at around 6 a.m., Davis said, but 
morning revealed many residents 
still asleep in their vehicles.

Once it was light, representa-
tives from a neighboring apart-
ment complex arrived with flyers 
advertising a special discounted 
rate, but many residents eventually 
contacted family or friends with 
whom they could stay. The Red 
Cross provided hotel vouchers for 
the remaining families, Wilson said.

The general sentiment among 
neighbors was that an electrical 
shortage started the blaze. IFD’s 
ongoing investigation tracked the 
fire’s origin to unit 621, on the 
southeastern side of the complex. 
Inspectors are following multiple 
leads, Wilson said, but he would 
not comment either on the nature 
of the leads or the likelihood that 
foul play was involved.
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State resources are assisting 
with an oil spill cleanup in the 
Houston Ship Channel. A barge car-
rying marine fuel oil collided with a 
ship near Texas City, Texas March 
22, breaching its 168,000-gallon 
tank. The Texas Division of Emer-
gency Management coordinated the 
multiple state agencies that reacted 
to this incident.

“The State of Texas is de-
ploying all necessary resources to 
respond to this situation and will 
continue to do so to ensure the spill 
is contained and cleaned up with 
as little impact as possible to the 
environment and commerce,” Gov. 
Perry said. “We are thankful to the 
responders and personnel who are 
working diligently to respond to this 
situation.”

The U.S. Coast Guard is the 
lead agency for maritime incidents 
such as this, while the Texas Gen-
eral Land Office (GLO) is the lead 
state agency for cleanup efforts. 
Resources from the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation, Texas De-
partment of Public Safety and Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department, as 
well as the responsible parties, are 
also assisting in this effort.

“In Texas, our oil spill folks 
already know their federal and 
industry counterparts when there’s 
an emergency because they’ve 
worked together before, in drills or 
responding to an actual spill,” said 
Texas Land Commissioner Jerry 
Patterson. “Responding to a crisis 
is not the time to be meeting your 
partners or determining who is in 
charge.”

The damaged barge has been 
moved to a ship yard and is no 
longer at the scene of the spill. The 

Houston Ship Channel has been 
closed to traffic, and the Bolivar 
Ferry in Galviston has been sus-
pended until the spill is contained.

Patterson announced March 25 
that aggressive response to the inci-
dent will not affect the state’s $20 
million fund allocated to clean up 
oil spills. The party ultimately found 
responsible will pay all the bills.

The GLO’s Oil Spill Preven-
tion and Response Division is 
funded by a 1.3 cent per barrel fee 
assessed on oil passing through 
Texas ports. That money pays for 
prepositioned equipment such as 
skimmers, air boats and oil booms 
at five offices along the Texas coast, 
staffed full-time by GLO oil spill 
response experts. The cost to the 
consumer for this fund is negligible: 
About 7/1,000 of a penny per gal-
lon of gasoline refined in Texas. 
The reserve was established by the 
Oil Spill Prevention and Response 
Act of 1991 shortly after the Exxon 
Valdez spill.

A civil investigation has been 
opened by the Texas attorney gen-
eral, whose office called the spill a 
blow to the economy in terms of 
small business, fishing and recre-
ation. Wildlife also is being affected, 
with at least 50 oil-covered birds 
found so far. More are expected, 
according to Mike Cox with Texas 
Parks and Wildlife.

“We continue to check areas on 
the eastern end of Galveston Island 
and on the Bolivar Peninsula, look-
ing for any other oiled birds or oth-
erwise affected wildlife,” Cox said.

Among the birds found covered 
in oil have been laughing gulls, 
loons and America white pelicans. 
Some birds have died, while others 

have been sent to be cleaned.
The timing of the spill could 

not have been worse for migrating 
birds now arriving in large numbers 
along the coast, according to Lacey 
McCormick with the National Wild-
life Federation.

“The spill happened just two 
miles from a globally important 
bird sanctuary, Bolivar Flats Shore-
bird Sanctuary. This type of sticky, 
heavy fuel that was involved in this 
crash is a particular risk for birds 
as well as for marine mammals 
like dolphins and sea turtles that 
surface to breathe,” McCormick 
explained.

Information provided by The 
Office of the Governor, Texas 
General Land Office and John 
Michaelson.

After the Red Cross and the Salvation 
Army got them through the night, the 
majority of displaced residents found 
friends or family to stay with. 

The fire 
department’s 
investigation 

tracked the 
fire to unit 
621 in the 

southeastern 
section of the 

apartment 
block. Fire 

department 
administrators 

declined to 
comment on 

whether or not 
they believe 

foul play was 
involved. 
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as well as bad — and opinions.
If you would like to see your ideas 
in print,  please mail them to 
feedback@irvingrambler.net or
The Irving Rambler, 
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