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WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

Main Location:
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, 75061

Other Locations:

Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri   8:00 AM–5:00 PM

972-253-4200972-253-4200
www.mscitx.comwww.mscitx.com

After Hours Clinic:
No appointment necessary 
Mon-Fri 5:00 PM–9:00 PM

Sat & Sun 9:00 AM–4:00 PM 

Lab & Radiology:
Mon-Fri 7:30 AM–5:30 PM

Not available for After Hours Clinic

Valdez Clinic:
3501 N. MacArthur Blvd #400

Tuscan Cardiovascular Center:
701 Tuscan Dr #205

Las Colinas:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #250

OB/GYN:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #255

Baylor MOBI:
2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. #425

T H E  M U S I C A L
JUN 13–22titanic 972-252-2787 

lyricstage.org

Irving Arts Center 
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See WALMART, Page 7
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By Genesis Bishop
ARLINGTON — Just before the Baltimore Ori-

oles trounced the Rangers 8-3 at Globe Park Tuesday, 
protesters stood outside the stadium Walmart waving 
signs at game-traffic asking for passers-by to honk in 
support of their cause.

Their cause? Higher wages, more hours, benefits 
and, most of all, respect.

“We need respect, we need better wages. I mean 
[Walmart] is the richest company in the world,” 
Walmart employee and protester, Jimmy Carter said. 
“I’m only making $8.40 [an hour]. That’s not enough 
to care of my guy [Joshua].”

Carter who has been employed at the Arlington 
branch of the company for five months held his young 
son, Joshua, throughout the protest.

“I was working 40 hours, then it went to 36 to 28, 

Fritz Park Petting Farm 
brings a little country 
to the center of town 
By Genesis Bishop

If you wind though the residen-
tial areas, to the far east end of the 
little Irving street known as Vilbig, 
and continue to wind around the 
road in Fritz Park, you will find one of 
Irving’s best-kept secrets – The Fritz 
Park Petting Farm.

Once you’re in the well-hidden 
park, the Farm is hard to miss with 

its big red barn-like exterior. 
Funded and staffed by the city of 

Irving, the Farm celebrated it’s 34th 
opening day June 1.

Peacocks, goats, rabbits, chick-
ens, donkeys, a turkey - who loves 
to show off his full plumage - and 
many more animals are available for 
viewing and hands-on experiences 
throughout the months of June and 
July.

How much does it cost for a day 
at the Farm? Nothing. It’s absolutely 
free. Children and adults alike can 

Walmart’s employment policies protested

By Genesis Bishop
A cornucopia of food, treasures, 

music and fun filled Cimarron Park 
in Irving during the Inaugural Taste 
of Irving event held May 31.

Area residents, for no charge, 
could enjoy a family-friendly atmo-
sphere that included a little some-
thing for all ages.

Kids could partake in the gi-

gantic Fun-Zone, sponsored by 
Baylor Medical Center at Irving, by 
zip-lining, bungee jumping, slid-
ing or traversing obstacle courses. 
If they were able to hold still long 
enough, children could have their 
faces painted for free or receive an 
airbrush tattoo. A balloon artist was 
also on hand to make a variety of 
special items including pirate swords 

and hats.
While the kids were playing, 

mom and dad were able to enjoy the 
many local craftsmen that set up shop 
at the event, not to mention, the 24 
local restaurants whose varied aro-
mas could be smelled on the breeze 
from far off.

At one booth, adults and kids 
alike could learn about fencing, at 
another walking-wearied patrons 
could receive a free, five-minute 
massage. At other booths handmade 
living jewelry, candies, stained glass 
art and much more were available 
for purchase.

Throughout the event the mu-
sical talents of bands “Breaking 

Southwest”, “The Silvertones” and 
the “Breckenridge Band”, could be 
danced to from the furthest reach of 
the expansive event.

Attendees enjoyed selections 
ranging from pizza, BBQ and fried 
chicken to unique Indian, Japanese 
and Mediterranean delicacies.

Participating local restaurants 

Inaugural Taste of Irving leaves residents licking their lips

See TASTE, Page 6

Photos, Page 6

Treasure at the end of the road

See FRITZ PARK, Page 4

Council updated on 
road construction, 
Heritage Crossing
By Genesis Bishop

Irving residents get ready. 
Although Capital Improvement’s director, 

Casey Tate, informed council members during 
their meeting Thursday that the work being done 
on O’Connor Road, between 183 and Rochelle 
Road, should be wrapping up within the next 
two weeks more construction is just around the 
corner for Irving.

Irving Transportation director, Dan Vedral 
was asked by interim city manager, Steve Mc-
Cullough to apprise the council of news from 
the Texas Transportation Commission (TTC).

According to Vedral, the TTC has awarded 
Irving a project for infrastructure improvement 
valued at over $850 million dollars.

The project would include improvements to 
highways 183, 114 and portions of Loop 12. Some 
changes include widening 183 to three lanes and 
building toll lane facilities.

Vedral stated that the developer expects 
the project to take roughly three-and-half years 
to complete.

“So sit down, buckle up, we’re getting ready 
to have a lot of construction,” Vedral said.

Planning and Development manager, Kevin 
Kass, announced that plans for improving the 
Heritage District are underway, and that con-
struction on the new Texas Musicians Museum 
should be complete by the end of the year.

Kass also commented on Rick and Susan 
Fairless’ plans to renovate the Big State Fountain 
with a retro 1950’s feel to include a card, gift and 
candy shop. The renovations and reopening are 
planned to take place within 60 days.

Also on the agenda was the approval of the 
employment agreement between the city and 
Chris Hillman for the position of City Manager, 
which was unanimously approved by the council.

Under the strict supervision of management, current and former employees walk through the Walmart Supercenter located at 915 E. Randol Mill Road in 
Arlington, attempting to persuade the workers on shift to walk out and join the ‘Stand Up. Live Better!’ protest held Tuesday evening. / Photos by Genesis Bishop

Outside the Walmart near the Cowboy’s stadium in Arlington, protesters wave signs, some 
of which asked passers-by to honk in support of their cause. / Photo by Genesis Bishop

Birthday 
girl Zowie 
celebrates 
her second 
birthday party 
with friends 
and family on 
the opening 
day of the Fritz 
Park Petting 
Farm in Irving. 
/ Photo by Genesis 

Bishop



www.RamblerNewspapers.comJune 7, 2014Page 2

Summer Reading Kick-Off – Irving 
Central Library
June 7, 2:30-3:30 p.m.

Readers of all ages can win prizes and enjoy 
fun-filled programs by participating in Irving 
Public Library’s Summer Reading Challenge 
(SRC) from June 6 through July 31. Everyone 
is invited to pick up reading logs and get the 
scoop on SRC events. Also enjoy a special 
performance of “Le Theatre de Marionette’s 
Silly Strings Variety Show”, which was partially 
funded by Texas Commission on the Arts and 
Friends of Irving Public Library.

Officer Vincent D’Alesandro Benefit
June 7, 4-9 p.m.

The public is invited to attend a benefit for 
Irving police officer Vincent D’Alesandro, who 
was recently diagnosed with cerebral ataxia – 
a degenerative brain disease. A bounce house 
for children and brewery tours for adults will be 
available during the event. Tours are $10 and 
include a pint glass and three tokens, which 
can be used for beer, discounts on merchandise 
or for donations. For $5 a plate, hamburgers, 
hot dogs, brisket and more will be available to 
attendees. A Mike Modano signed ball cap will 
also be raffled off. The event is to be held at 
Rabbit Hole Brewing (608 Topeka Ave., Justin, 
Texas). All profits will benefit the D’Alesandro’s.

Irving ISD Graduation
June 7, 8a.m-8 p.m.

The graduation times are as follow: Irving 
High School 8:00 am; Nimitz High School 
12:00 pm; Jack E. Singley Academy 4:00 pm; 
MacArthur High School 8:00 pm. Graduation 
ceremonies will be held at the Potter’s House 
Event Center, Dallas (6777 Kiest Boulevard). 
There is a $5 parking fee at the Potter’s House 
for graduation. Each graduate will receive one 
(1) free parking pass.

Interfaith Soccer Fest Tournament
June 7-8, 8:30 a.m.

Saturday, June 7, 8:30-9:30 a.m, Inaugural 
Ceremony; 9:30 a.m.-7 p.m., First Round 
Games; Sunday, June 8, 2-7 p.m., Semi Finals 
and Final Game. The event aims to break 
down barriers and build bridges between of 
the DFW Muslim community various other 
faith communities for friendly yet competitive 
game of soccer.Tournament admission is free 
and open to the general public.  A trophy 
ceremony featuring speakers from the city 
of Irving, various faith organizations and a 
community BBQ will be held the following 
weekend on Saturday, June 14 at Islamic Center 
of Irving. Both events are also free and open 
to the general public.For more information, 
please contact: NordeanNouiouat, 214-404-
7596, nooreddine@hotmail.com or Delhi 
Ekambo, 972-812-2230, ext. 1005, outreach@
irvingmasjid.org.

Learn About Speaking 
at Toastmasters Event
June 8, 3-4:30 p.m.

Do you need more confidence speaking in 
public? Thumbs Up Toastmasters is offering 
a chance to see how one overcomes the 
fear of public speaking. The club will host 
an open house featuring sample speeches, 
demonstration meeting and impromptu 
speaking as well. The meeting will take place 
at the Irving YMCA (2200 W. Irving Blvd.) 
Refreshments will be provided.

International Concert Series: 
The Killdares
June 13, 7-8:30 p.m.

The public is invited to Whistlestop Plaza for 
an evening of Celtic rock music. Food vendors 
selling a variety of cuisines will be available 
on-site.The Irving International Concert Series 
is free and family-friendly.  All concerts are held 
outdoors; attendees are encouraged to bring 
blankets and/or lawn chairs for seating. Come 
early to enjoy area shopping and sightseeing. 
In the event of severe weather, concerts may be 
rescheduled.

Irving Quilt Show
June 13-14, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Come celebrate quilting with the Irving 
Quilting Guild as they hose their annual Irving 
Quilt Show. The event will feature various 
vendors, a mini quilt auction and a raffle for 
the “Supernova” quilt. The event will be held 
from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. on Friday and from 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. on Saturday. Tickets are $7 and 
the event will be held at the Holy Family of 
Nazareth Church (2323 Cheyenne Street, 
Irving).

Boating Safety Class
June 14, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

The U.S. Coast Guard Flotilla in Grapevine will 
conduct an About Boating Safely class at Scott’s 
Landing Marina on Grapevine Lake. Cost for 
the class is $25 with an additional $10 for a 
Texas Boater Education card. Preregistration 
is encouraged, but not required. For more 
information you may visit http://gvauz.com.

Baylor Medical Center - 
No Place Like Home
June 14, 9 a.m.-12 p.m.

Baylor Medical Center at Irving will host a 
free event especially for caretakers and senior 
adults entitled “No Place Like Home – Learning 
How to Stay Well and Stay at Home”. The event 
will offer resources to help older adults stay 
as independent as possible while maintaining 
a healthy lifestyle at home. Subjects to be 
covered include: home support resources 
and health education on diet, nutrition and 
mental health. Attendees will get to enjoy 
a light breakfast, guest speakers, cooking 
demonstrations and door prizes. 
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Jayasree “Jaya” Grandhi, M.D. 

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in nephrology, particularly acute renal 
failure, hypertension, and chronic kidney disease. 
✦ Previously at Strong Memorial Hospital in New York, Mercy 
Memorial Hospital in Minnesota, and former member of the faculty at 
Wayne State University. She conducted research at Strong Memorial 
Hospital and Karmanos Cancer Institute.

✦ MBBS at Gandhi Medical College and Hospital in Hyderabad, India; 
Internship at Wayne State University; fellowship in Nephrology at Strong 
Memorial Hospital in New York.

972-823-6422

William A. Smith, Jr., M.D

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in Urology
✦ Graduated from the Indiana University School of Medicine 
✦ Internship in General Surgery at University of Texas Southwestern
✦ Residency in Urology at the University of Texas Southwestern 
✦ Member of the American Urological Association and the American 
Medical Association since 2008
✦ He has special interests in the use of robotics in urology procedures 
and specializes in trauma/reconstruction, endourology, oncology, 
treating kidney stones and female urology.

Dr. Grandhi accepts most major health plans and is accepting new patients.

972-253-4210

NEW PHYSICIAN AT OUR CLINIC

NEW PHYSICIAN AT OUR CLINIC

Hours: 8-5 Monday-Friday
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 210, 
Irving, TX 75061

Dr. Smith accepts most major health plans and is accepting new patients.
Hours: 8-5 Monday-Friday
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 325, 
Irving TX 75061

Marla L. Watson
CEO

817-999-5701
marla@peapodgroup.com

@chicgirl
www.peapodgroup.com

Event planning, 
design and production 
film/marketing

Come enjoy upscale
services with a 
hometown feel
in Irving’s Downtown
Heritage District

Cakes, Cookies, Brownies, 
Cupcakes, Muffins & anything sweet! 
Available fresh daily .... Baker/Owner

118 E Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 75060
214-470-0068

angie@encantocakeshop.com
www.encantocakeshop.com

Angie Franco

114 E. Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 75060

www.funandalilchic.com
Tues-Sat 11 am-6pm

Manager: Rene Cedillo
214-274-0295

Owner: Laurie Cedillo
817-797-0980

b o u t i q u e  &  e m p o r i u m
Fun and a lilChic

2 1 4 - 5 4 3 - 1 7 0 8

Debra E Seznik, DDS
and family

2820 N. O'Connor
Irving, TX 75062
972-594-4888
972-594-4839 (fax)
www.mydfwdentist.com

Dr. Debra Seznik has 
been practicing dentistry 

for more 
than 25 
years.  She 
takes the 
time to really 
get to know 

her patients.  Dr. Seznik 
o�ers state-of-the-art 
dental care in a sterile, 
safe, and friendly 
environment where 
patients feel at ease.

Get Acquainted Specials!  Call today!
Comprehensive Exam, 

Radiographs and Cleaning*

Now Only $129

Complimentary 
Dental Implant & 

Denture Consultation
 (A $218.00 Value) 

Complimentary
Second Opinions

including wisdom 
teeth extractions

(A $218.00 Value)

*Cleaning o�er in absence of periodontal disease. 
O�er cannot be used in conjunction with insurance. 

Mention ad to receive o�ers.
Other restrictions may apply. Call for Details.

(A $330.00 value.)

OPEN 
6 DAYS

A WEEK!!

Visalakshi Rao Vallury, M.D., Ph.D.

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in Family Practice
✦ University of Illinois College of Medicine 
 James Scholar Program for Independent Study
✦ Mt. Sinai Family Practice Residency of Chicago, Illinois   
 Department of Family Medicine and Community Health
✦ Board Certified, American Academy of Family Physicians
✦ Fluent in English and Telugu
✦ Dr. Vallury accepts most major health plans.

6750 N. MacArthur Blvd, 
Ste 250, Irving, TX 75039 972-253-4343
NEW LOCATION! Call today!

By Genesis Bishop
Thousands of students across 

the Irving Independent School Dis-
trict (ISD) participated simultane-
ously in a groundbreaking summer 
reading initiative – Irving Reads!

Promptly at 9:59 a.m., May 30, 
elementary students from 10 differ-
ent Irving ISD schools were greeted 
by a video-recorded introduction 
from Superintendent of Schools Jose 
Parra, Ed.D.

“Good morning students and 
teachers of the entire Irving ISD,” 
Parra began, “I’m so pleased you’re 
taking part in Irving Reads and our 
’10 at 10’ program.

This morning we’ll spend 10 
minutes at exactly 10 o’clock reading. 
I hope this will inspire all of us to take 
time to read every day, even if it’s just 
for 10 minutes.

“I have my book that I’ll be read-
ing. Do you have yours?”

As promised, promptly at 10 
a.m., Parra and hundreds of volun-
teers began reading books to quiet, 
attentive students.

Just after Parra finished explain-
ing the mornings activities students 
sat quietly as over one hundred 
volunteers read aloud to them for 
exactly 10 minutes before regular 
classes resumed and the reading 
continued.

Parra read “Oh, The Places 
You’ll Go!” by Dr. Seuss to students 
at Johnston Elementary School.

While Parra read, Clifford the 
Big Red Dog and Jaguar mascots 
visited the students who responded 
with huge smiles and waves to the 

two characters.
The summer reading program 

was made possible by the donation 
of 75,000 books for Irving students, 
from pre-kindergarten to seventh 
grade, to enjoy during their summer 
vacation.

Each student will be able to take 
home four books and a bookmark to 
track their reading progress during 
the break and, when school resumes 
in the fall, there will be a celebration 
of the program.

Scholastic also donated books 
to the Irving Library, so if any of the 
students lose their books there will be 
additional copies available.

Shortly before the students 
arrived to be read to, Citi Irving pre-
sented a $5,000 check to the Irving 
Schools Foundation for the purchase 
of new books.

Citi also provided the 100 vol-
unteers who read to students across 
the district.

Over one hundred volunteers read 
to thousands of Irving children

“You have brains in your 
head. You have feet in 

your shoes. You can steer 
yourself any direction 
you choose. You’re on 

your own. And you know 
what you know. And YOU 
are the one who’ll decide 

where to go...” 
– Dr. Seuss, 

“Oh, The Places You’ll Go!” 
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Same Owner - Same Location - 42 Years
3307 Shady Grove

 - 
2 blks East of Beltline -

972-986-5903

Prices good thru 
Friday June 13th

SOIL PRODUCTS

100% ORGANIC SELECT COMPOST 1 cu.ft. $5.99 5 for $25.00
COTTON BURR 2 cu.ft. $7.99 5 for $35.00
PINE MULCH OR NUGGETS 3 cu.ft. $3.99 5 for $17.50
CEDAR MULCH 3 cu.ft. $4.99 5 for $22.50
COW OR CHICKEN MANURE  1 cu.ft. $4.99

PLANTS
Mexican Ponytail Grass  4-inch pot  $2.49
Lantana Assorted Colors 1 gal.  $5.99
Caladium Red/pink/white/etc. 4-inch pot $1.99
Perennials Assorted quart $3.99
Citronella (Mosquito Plant) quart $3.99
 4-inch pot flat of 18 

Pentas/Mexican Heather $1.29 $19.99
Lemon Grass (Mosquito Repellent) $1.99 $30.00
Sweet Potato Vine Plants  $1.49 $24.99
Scaevola Blue Fan $1.29 $19.99
Vinca Assorted colors $1.29 $19.99

768 W. MAIN STREET768 W. MAIN STREET

SATURDAYS
8am to Noon

CoppellFarmersMarket.org

2323 Cheyenne St., Irving, Texas 75062 
972.255.0205 ◆ www.hfns.com
Holy Family of Nazareth Catholic School 

Education Excellence in the Catholic Tradition
Serving Catholic Families in the Heart of DFW since 1965

◆ Challenging and engaging instruction 
for students in Pre-K through 8th grade

◆ Accredited by the TCCED

Contact the school for information on enrollment:

By Jess Paniszczyn
Education and the quality of 

prospective workers who have gradu-
ated from local universities is always 
of interest to aerospace companies 
that have invested in the North Texas 
region. Mickey Saloma, Director of 
Recruitment and Retention at the 
Lyle Engineering School, SMU, was 
one of the speakers for the eighth 
annual AerospaceForum presented 
at the Frontiers of Flight Museum 
on May 29.

“I was reading an article about 
how 90 percent of graduate engi-
neering degrees in this country are 
conferred to foreign born students,” 
Saloma said during a panel discus-
sion. “We’re seeing an influx of 
engineering students who are not 
American.

“Another article I read recently 
said that less than 10 percent of high 
school seniors want to study STEM 
majors. However, 15 to 18 percent 
want to study things like psychology.

“I think we market engineer-
ing horribly in this country. When I 
visit China, I see in their movies their 
heroes - like James Bond - are sci-
entists, engineers,” he said. “You see 
our movies and our heroes are slick 
business guys. We need to change 
the way we think about engineering 
in this country.

“In first grade, my son’s school 
has a special program where the stu-
dents are learning to code. I believe 
in the 21st-century technological 
literacy is going to be like literacy 
was in the 20th century. The ability 
to have those technical skills is going 
to separate the classes.

“I think collectively we need to 
start pushing students in to STEM. 
The world needs it,” Saloma said.

Fellow speaker, Drew Aldridge, 
Director of Business Development, 
Safran USA, expressed his concerns 
with students choosing to opt out of 
higher education.

“Improving our education sys-
tem is the bedrock of where our 
future is going,” Aldridge said. “Our 
education system hands down is 
broken.

“The student loan debt is defi-
nitely an issue. Students now are say-
ing an education is no longer worth 
it, because I will be so much in debt 
that I can’t even get a job afterwards,” 
he said.

A comment from an audience 
member pointed out that as early 
as ninth grade, high school students 
are forced to make hard choices 
about their education. In some high 
schools, students cannot be in the 
music program and the engineer-
ing program; students cannot be on 
the golf team and be mathletes. The 
structures of high school education 
programs push many students out 
of STEM. 

“The curriculum that school 
districts dictate sometimes hurts 
students being able to pursue their 
passions and to be able to take on 
more things,” Saloma said. “I don’t 
know how to counteract that. It is a 
very personal decision the student 
will have to make. As far as students 
being pushed out of STEM, that 
doesn’t surprise me one bit.

“Sometimes students have to 
sacrifice the ability to take something 
like calculus or physics, because there 
are not enough students interested 
in taking those courses. College for 
STEM majors is a lot more difficult 
for students who don’t have access 
to math and science backgrounds.

“We’re seeing schools that are 
eliminating gifted and talented pro-
grams, which is terrible.

“In a lot of districts, students 

are forced to play the GPA game. ‘I 
have to take this AP class that I have 
no interest in, but if I don’t I will fall 
out of the top 10 percent or the top 
eight percent. I won’t be able to take 
yearbook, even though I want to be 
a journalism major.’

“STEM is definitely suffering. 
We’re seeing that a lot. When it 
comes to making admissions and 
scholarship decisions, it’s tough,” 
he said.

When students are accepted 
into the Lyle School of Engineer-
ing, they often find high school has 
not adequately prepared them for a 
university education.

“I don’t think a lot of American 
students are ready for the rigor of an 
engineering curriculum more often 
than not,” Saloma said. “One of the 
things I hate as an academic is when 
a student in my class asks me, ‘is this 
going to be on the test?’ 

“I do think that we are watering 
down our education quite a bit. We’re 
having top, top kids who will leave 
engineering just because it is tough. 
Because I work with retention I get 
students who come to my office and 
say, ‘Oh my gosh, Mickey. I failed 
my intro to mechanical engineering 
test. I guess this is God’s sign that I 
shouldn’t be an engineer.’

“Well maybe it’s God’s sign that 
you need to get off your (blank) and 
get after it. I do think that as parents 
and teachers we need to push our 
students to be the very best. We live 
in a world where not everybody gets 
to play on the team,” he said.

“We have a responsibility as 
parents, as voters to make sure our 
education is pushing our students to 
be the very best and not be compla-
cent,” Saloma said. “I think what is 
crippling our society, especially our 
kids, is ‘good enough.’ Good enough 
is horrible. It is complacency. They 
should be great.

“We’re working with a genera-
tion that is not used to things being 
difficult. There’s a great expression 
in this country, ‘when the going gets 
tough,’ the end of that expression is 
‘I switched to another major because 
it’s easier.’”

In his speech about SMU’s Lyle 
School of Engineering, Saloma, who 
also serves as the 

faculty advisor for the Lyle 
Ambassadors, Golden Key and SMU 
Ballroom Dancing Team, discussed 
some of the attributes that differenti-
ate the school.

“We’re not trying to build a 
one-dimensional engineer,” Saloma 
said. “Over 75 percent of the SMU 
competitive ballroom dancing team 
is engineering students.

“Forty percent of our engineer-
ing students double major, and 90 
percent of our students will pick up 
a minor. The most popular minor is 
business. Just like most engineering 
programs you can double major in 
things like math and physics. To 

give you an idea of the diversity of 
our student population, we have five 
students currently at SMU who are 
double majoring in engineering and 
dance. If you can double major in en-
gineering and dance, you can double 
major in anything at SMU.

“Our engineering students don’t 
sacrifice the collegiate experience just 
because they have the hardest major 
on campus,” he said. “Over half the 
band is made up of engineers. About 
a third of SMU’s cheerleaders are 
engineers. We may have the smartest 
cheerleaders per capita in the NCAA.

“We also have a lot of female 
engineers in the Lyle School of En-
gineering. The average engineering 
undergraduate female population 
in this country is about 17 percent. 
This year’s incoming class is almost 
40 percent female. It’s not just that 
our female population is bigger than 
your average school’s, but it’s just 
the quality of females that we have.”

Many programs have a weed-
out class or year through which the 
number of engineering students is 
greatly reduced.

“We’re revolutionary at SMU. 
Our weed out process for our engi-
neering students is something called 
admissions,” Saloma said. “What 
does it tell you about a University 
that has a weed-out class, weed-out 
year? It should tell you they have 
enrollment management problem. 
It should also tell you that their 
faculty are not good enough to teach 
everybody.

“The class that just graduated 
started out as 217 engineering stu-
dents. After four years, 189 of those 
graduated with an engineering de-
gree. Another 12 graduate next May, 
because they participated in our 
co-op program. For the last three 
years, we’ve been blessed to say that 
85 percent of our graduating class 
had a job 30 days after graduation. 
The national average is just a shade 
under 47 [percent] for engineering 
students,” he said.

The world needs more 
students studying STEM
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Getting to know each other, executives in the aerospace industry and the 
French American Chamber of Commerce network after lunch during the annual 
AerospaceForum. / Photo by John Starkey

The Irving Police Depart-
ment is currently investigating 
a series of offenses involving the 
placement of recording devices 
in the restrooms of several lo-
cal businesses. The devices are 
disguised as items such as coat 
hooks and electrical outlets and 
were surreptitiously placed to 
gather candid images of patrons.

Investigators have identi-
fied Andrew Crawford Boden, a 
White, male, 64 years old, as hav-
ing placed a recording device in a 

restroom at Corner Bakery Café 
located in the 7400 block of N. 
MacArthur Blvd on Aug. 2, 1913. 
A forensic analysis of the device 
revealed several images and vid-
eos stored on the memory card.

On June 6, Boden was taken 
into custody pursuant to an ar-
rest warrant for Improper Pho-
tography or Visual Recording, a 
State Jail Felony. The bond is set 
at $5,000. Meanwhile, the inves-
tigation into the other offenses is 
still ongoing. Andrew Crawford Boden

Man arrested in hidden camera investigation
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that all gifts be directed to the fol-
lowing: Richard J. Thomes, DVM ’60 
Memorial Scholarship c/o College of 
Veterinary Medicine, Attn: Dean’s 
Office, 4461 TAMU, College Station, 
TX 77843-4461. Checks should be 
made payable to the Texas A&M 
Foundation.

Gene Weaver
Gene Weaver, 87, passed away 

on May 28, 2014 in his Irving home. 
He was born on February 06, 1927 
in Birmingham, Alabama. Gene 
was raised in Memphis, Tennessee 
where he went on to attend Memphis 

State University 
where he served 
as Vice Presi-
dent Sigma Phi 
Epsilon Frater-
nity.  Gene was 
a veteran of the 
U. S. Army and 
was stationed in 

Japan and Germany. Gene moved to 
Dallas in 1956 where he met the love 
of his life Becky Gilliland at Morrell 
Avenue Baptist Church. Gene and 
Becky were married in January of 
1957 and later moved to Irving in 
1961. Gene was an engineer who 
worked for Chance Vault, Collins 
Radio, Texas Instruments and retired 
from Dahlgren Manufacturing after 
many years of service. Gene was a 
member of Plymouth Park Baptist 
Church. He is survived by his lov-
ing wife of 57 years, Becky Weaver; 
three children, Don Weaver and wife, 
Benita; Martha Brown and husband, 
David; and Sandra Curry and hus-
band, Scott; six grandchildren, Aus-
tin Brown, Meridith Weaver, Grant 
Brown, Allison Curry, Mitch Curry 
and Madison Weaver; and extended 
family, Bob and Shari Davis. A Me-
morial Service was held on Saturday, 
May 31, 2014 at 10:00AM in the 
Restland Coppell Chapel with Curtis 
Conatser officiating. In lieu of flowers 
the family request that memorials be 
made to The First Tee, a golf youth 
development organization at www.
thefirsttee.org or it may be mailed 
to The First Tee, 425 South Legacy 
Trail, St. Augustine, Florida 32092.

Raymond Lester Landtroop
Raymond Lester Landtroop, 

93, passed away on May 22, 2014 
in his Irving home.  He was born 
on July 19, 1920 in Burleson, Texas 
to Green Franklin Landtroop and 
Bertha Edith (Lester) Landtroop.  
Raymond was a veteran of the US 

Army Air Corps 
serving during 
World War II. 
He obtained the 
rank of Captain 
after flying 31 
missions in a 
B24 Bomber 
over France, 

Germany and England. He was 
awarded the Distinguished Flying 
Cross, EAME Campaign Medal 
with three Bronze Stars and an Air 
Medal with three Oak Leave Clus-
ters. Raymond married Helen Rose 
Green, the love of his life, on June 
13, 1958 in Dallas, Texas. Raymond 
was the founder and owner of Triple 
L Machine  Company in Irving.  He 
moved his family to Irving in 1968 
where he was a longtime member 
of First Covenant Church. He was 
a member of Tannehill Lodge #52 
A.F. & A.M., Hella Shrine Club and 
Irving Shrine Club for many years. 
Raymond was preceded in death 
by his wife, Helen Rose Landtroop, 
his parents, three brothers, Homer 
Landtroop, Loyd Landtroop and 
Marshall Landtroop; and one sister, 
Lois Angus. He is survived by his 
son, Larry Lester Landtroop and 
wife, Linda Gayle Landtroop of 
Duncanville, Texas; two grandsons, 
Ryan Lester Landtroop of Irving, 
and Jason Elliott Landtroop and 
wife, Christy of Mansfield, Texas; 
and three great grandchildren, Ab-
igayle Marie Landtroop, Calleigh 
Sue Landtroop and Kirkland Elliott 
Landtroop. The family received 
friends for visitation on Tuesday 
evening from 6:00PM-8:00PM 
at Restland Coppell Chapel. Fu-
neral services were held on Wednes-
day, May 28, 2014 at Faith Baptist 
Church, 111 W. Camp Wisdom Rd., 
Duncanville, TX 75116 at 12:00PM.  
Military Honors and Masonic Rites 
will follow at the Dallas-Ft. Worth 
National Cemetery at 2:00PM. In 
lieu of flowers the family requests 
memorials to be made to Texas Scot-
tish Rite Hospital, 2222 Welborn St., 
Dallas, TX 75219, www.TSRHC.org 
or Shriner’s Burn Center for Chil-
dren, 815 Market St., Galveston, TX 
77550, www.shrinershospitals.org. 
Funeral services conducted under 
the direction of Restland Coppell 
Chapel.

Richard Johannes “Dick” 
Thomes, DVM

Richard Johannes “Dick” 
Thomes, DVM. Dick was born in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin on Novem-

ber 3, 1935. He 
graduated from 
D o m  B o s c o 
High School in 
Milwaukee. He 
attended Texas 
A&M earning 
an undergrad-
uate degree in 

1957 and his veterinary degree in 
1960. Dick succumbed to a lengthy 
illness on Friday, May 30, 2014 
caused by multiple strokes. Visi-
tation was Tuesday, June 3rd at 
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home. 
Funeral services were Wednesday, 

NOTICES

Serving Irving families since 1963.

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

◆ Local family owned
◆ Serving all faiths
◆ Preneed funeral plans
◆ Chapel seats over 250
◆ Out-of-town funerals
◆ Off-street parking

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

Though 
construction
on SH183 has 

relocated many 
other businesses, 

we are NOT 
moving.

“The Right Choice
for Over 54 Years.”

Director in Charge Gary Westerman

972-254-4242
www.brownmem.com 

Owned and Operated by
Jeanne Brown & The Brown Family 

Founder

Ben F. Brown

Continuing
The Tradition

OBITUARIES

Arrangements by 
Brown’s Memorial Funeral 
Home, 972-254-4242
Sandy Blagburn
December 9, 1941 – May 25, 2014
  
Arrangements by 
Chism-Smith Funeral Home, 
972-259-7644
David Ray Fowler 
June 17, 1955 – May 23, 2014
Wayne Alan Story 
September 3, 1971 – May 26, 2014 
Paul Junior Ricketts 
March 14, 1958 – May 25, 2014
Rita Gay Cartwright 
November 28, 1941 – May 22, 2014 
Daniel Johnson
May 27, 1937 - May 31, 2014

Arrangements by Donnelly’s 
Colonial Funeral Home, 
972-579-1313
Laverne Baumert
December 28, 1926 – May 31, 2014
Beulah “B.J.” Jenkins
November 21, 1944 – May 31, 2014
Clarke “Papa” Grady
January 3, 1925 – June 2, 2014

If you would like to see 
your ideas in print, please email 
them to irving@irvingrambler.
com or mail them to: The Ir-
ving Rambler, P.O. Box 177731, 
Irving, Texas 75017  
Re: Letters to the Editor

Send us your comments

Jayasree “Jaya” Grandhi, M.D. 

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in nephrology, particularly acute renal 
failure, hypertension, and chronic kidney disease. 
✦ Previously at Strong Memorial Hospital in New York, Mercy 
Memorial Hospital in Minnesota, and former member of the faculty at 
Wayne State University. She conducted research at Strong Memorial 
Hospital and Karmanos Cancer Institute.

✦ MBBS at Gandhi Medical College and Hospital in Hyderabad, India; 
Internship at Wayne State University; fellowship in Nephrology at Strong 
Memorial Hospital in New York.

972-823-6422

William A. Smith, Jr., M.D

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in Urology
✦ Graduated from the Indiana University School of Medicine 
✦ Internship in General Surgery at University of Texas Southwestern
✦ Residency in Urology at the University of Texas Southwestern 
✦ Member of the American Urological Association and the American 
Medical Association since 2008
✦ He has special interests in the use of robotics in urology procedures 
and specializes in trauma/reconstruction, endourology, oncology, 
treating kidney stones and female urology.

Dr. Grandhi accepts most major health plans and is accepting new patients.

972-253-4210

NEW PHYSICIAN AT OUR CLINIC

NEW PHYSICIAN AT OUR CLINIC

Hours: 8-5 Monday-Friday
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 210, 
Irving, TX 75061

Dr. Smith accepts most major health plans and is accepting new patients.
Hours: 8-5 Monday-Friday
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 325, 
Irving TX 75061

June 4th at 2 p.m. at the Church 
of the Incarnation on the campus 
of the University of Dallas. Burial 
followed at Oak Grove Memorial 
Gardens. Dick was an innovator in 
veterinary medicine. As his career 
progressed, he clearly became a 
pioneer in the veterinary field. In ad-
dition to expanding Animal Medical 
& Surgical Hospital in Irving (later 
called Metroplex Veterinary Centre 
& Pet Lodge) into the first 24-hour 
full-service veterinary practice in 
Texas, he also brought specialists 
into his practice and moved the 
practice into a new location that 
was one of the larger veterinary and 
boarding facilities in the region. Dick 
also became one of the founders of 
National PetCare Centers, a com-
pany that would grow from an early 
collection of 19 practices to a total 
of 75 veterinary practices around 
the country. He served as a Vice 
President of NPC and had the pri-
mary responsibility for acquisitions 
during that company’s dramatic 
growth period. After NPC was sold, 
Dick remained passionate about the 
veterinary profession and continued 
to serve as a mentor for many oth-
ers in that profession. He had many 
passions. Dick was a diehard Texas 
Aggie fan; he loved spending time at 
his lake house, gardening, fishing, 
boating, and most of all spending 
time with his family. Dick married 
the love of his life, Bettye, in 1972 
and they blended their two families. 
Dick was raising his four children 
and Bettye her three. Dick lost three 
of his children, Craig, Bruce and 
Jennifer and his deep faith sustained 
him through the tragic losses. He was 
also preceded in death by his parents, 
Edwin John Thomes and Evelyn 
Nolin Thomes. He is survived by 
his loving wife, Bettye, his children 
Lorelai Thomes Cole (Jeff) of Euless, 
Michelle Meagher Harlow (Steve) of 
Southlake, Jenice Meagher Cutler 
(Trey) of Fort Collins, Colorado, 
and Allan Meagher of Irving, loving 
caregivers and friends, Nancy Levells 
and Jade Irondi; 13 grandchildren, 
Kara, Devin, Joshua, Craig, Jake, 
Connor, Mason, Grace, Taylor, Cole, 
Carson, Amanda, and Katie; 2 great 
grandchildren; 3 brothers, Toby 
Thomes (Kathy), Paul Thomes, John 
Thomes (JoAnn); 2 sisters, Pat Ju-
bera (Duane), Marilyn Hall (John); 
and many nieces and nephews. In 
lieu of flowers, the family requests 

experience the wonders, and smells, 
of farm life right in the middle of the 
metroplex.

All of the animals that will greet 
you upon arrival are donated by 
Sheryl McPeters, who has been with 
the facility since it’s inception. 

The only exceptions are two 
African cattle which were donated by 

a friend of McPeters from Seagoville, 
Texas.

“I just bring [all the animals] 
to summer camp June 1,” McPeters 
said.

McPeters, who runs a business 
that provides animals for enrichment 
programs, live nativities, film ads and 
birthday parties; often comes by the 
Farm to “borrow” the animals for 
the evening.

After a rough year in 2013, due 
to some staffing problems, McPeters 

is confident that the current staff will 
handle things perfectly.

“We have such a fantastic crew 
this year,” McPeters said. “I’m not 
worried a bit.”

The Farm also features a duck 
pond with a fountain in it, but due 
to the current drought water restric-
tions, it has not yet been filled.

For more information on the 
Fritz Park Petting Farm or to book 
a birthday party cabin you may call 
972-998-6731.

Fritz Park
Continued from Page 1

The Dallas County Community 
College District (DCCCD) is “AAA.” 
That’s what Fitch Ratings said in May 
about DCCCD’s general obligation 
bonds, stating that the district’s rat-
ing outlook is stable. 

Fitch said that DCCCD has 
maintained a strong financial pro-
file and applies strong management 
practices. 

“The district’s recent financial 
performance reflects a continued 
trend of solid operating surpluses. 
Financial management is strong; the 
district pro-actively uses long-term 
planning for capital and operations, 
conservative budgeting and interim 
reporting practices.” 

The firm added, “The district 
benefits from experienced, conser-
vative financial management as well 
as a diverse revenue stream compa-
rable to most community colleges 
in the state that provides a measure 

of financial flexibility … a history of 
solid, positive operating margins 
stemming from revenue growth and 
expenditure control underpins the 
district’s strong financial position.

“Prudent financial manage-
ment practices continue to support 
DCCCD’s credit profile…and the 
district has a solid market position.”

Ed DesPlas, DCCCD’s executive 
vice chancellor for business affairs, 
was pleased with the “AAA” general 
obligation bond rating from Fitch. 

“In short, our superior credit 
rating is based on the strength of 
Dallas County’s economy, combined 
with DCCCD’s revenue elasticity. 
The fact that members of our board 
of trustees are committed to low 
tuition and property tax rates as well 
as sound planning and conservative 
fiscal policy is critical,” DesPlas said. 

SOURCE Dallas County Community 

College District

DCCCD earns AAA 
bond rating from Fitch
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Organizations are required to re-submit their information on 
a monthly basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have 
accurate information. Listings are limited to the Organization’s 
name, meeting location and time. If an organization wishes 
to have more information than the free listing offers, we will 
continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

1. TELEVISION: What 
was Shaggy’s real name on the 
“Scooby-Doo, Where Are You!” 
animated series?

2. U.S. STATES: What is the 
only state that can be typed on a 
single row of a keyboard?

3. ANIMAL KINGDOM: 
What is a young swan called?

4. PSYCHOLOGY: What 
fear is represented in “lachano-

phobia”?
5. MUSIC: What musical 

instrument does the marimba 
most closely resemble?

6.  FAMOUS QUOTA-
TIONS: Which comic actor once 
said, “Tragedy is when I cut my 
finger. Comedy is when you fall 
into an open sewer and die”?

7.  MEASUREMENTS: 
What does a caliper measure?

8. GEOGRAPHY: Which 
one of Canada’s provinces has the 
nickname “La Belle Province”?

9. MOVIES: In which movie 
did a girl gang called the Pink 
Ladies appear?

10. U.S. OLYMPICS: In 
which sport is a pommel horse 
used?

Answers
1. Norville Rogers
2. Alaska
3. Cygnet
4. A fear of vegetables
5. Xlyophone
6. Mel Brooks
7. Diameter or thickness
8. Quebec
9. “Grease”
10. Gymnastics

• Famed architect Frank 
Lloyd Wright said: “Many 
wealthy people are little more 
than janitors of their posses-
sions.”

• According to statisticians, 
about 200 people a year die 
while watching -- not playing 
-- football.

• Collective nouns are fas-
cinating, especially when one 
kind of animal has multiple ones 
that can be used. Take ducks, for 

instance: A group of them can be 
called a flock, a badling, a brace, 
a plump, a sord or a waddling. If 
you see them on water you can 
call them a bunch, a paddling or 
a raft; and a group of ducks flying 
together is known variously as a 
skein, a string or a team. 

• Noted industrialist John 
D. Rockefeller was the son of 
a notorious con man, William 
Avery Rockefeller.

• It takes about one minute 
for blood to make a complete 
circuit of your body. 

• The 1950s TV show 
“The Adventures of Superman” 
starred George Reeves, and for 
the rest of his short life he was 

best known for that title role. 
After his death at the age of 45, 
he was buried in the same suit he 
wore as Clark Kent on the show. 

• Those who study such 
things say that more babies are 
born after the new moon and 
the full moon than at any other 
time of the month. Interestingly, 
more girls are born after the new 
moon, and more boys after the 
full moon.

• For one week in April of 
1964, the top five songs on the 
Billboard chart were all by The 
Beatles. That also was the year 
that the band had a whopping 
31 songs on the charts.
(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions
   call 469-621-7878

Buttons & Bows Square 
& Round Dance Club 

1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 
Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

Circle I - Square 
& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Friends of The Irving Theater
Second Tuesday at Joe’s Coffee Shop.

7 p.m. to eat/casual meeting at 7:30 p.m.
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thurday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
   Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Los Lupes
 Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876
Irving Noonday Lions

PH 972-409-9940
Every Wed. @ Los Lupes

In the Irving Mall 
Irving Republican

Women’s Club
Meets the second Monday of each month 

(except June, July & August) 
at 7pm at IHOP Restaurant

Hwy 635 @ MacArthur
Irving Retired School

Personnel Association
First Christain Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd.
Irving Women’s Network

Las Colinas Country Club
Fourth Tuesday of every month

11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.
Metroplex Glass Club

Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

972-254-3525
Single Moms Care & Support 

of Irving
2nd and 4th Fridays of each month
6:30 - 8:00 p.m. at the Irving YMCA 

(corner of Irving Blvd. and Story Road)
Free meal! Encouraging meeting! 

Kids welcome!
Thumbs up Toastmasters

Sundays 2:45 p.m.
YMCA Building 2200 W. Irving Blvd. 

 TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Dwelling Place
1126 Hilltop Drive

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd

 Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

FUN & GAMES

 CLUBS
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Taste
Continued from Page 1

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m

WORSHIP ADS
To list your house of worship in the 

Rambler, please contact Tammy 
Pompa at  972-870-1992.

UNITED METHODIST

CATHOLIC

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Holy Family of Nazareth
Catholic Church

One block north of Hwy 183 on Esters Rd.
Sat. 5:30pm, Sun. 8am, 10am, 12pm, 

5:30pm
972-252-5521

www.HolyFamilyChurch.net

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST  

LUTHERAN

First Christian Church
114 West Grauwyler Rd. 75061

972-579-0911
Sunday School for all ages-9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship- 10:45 a.m.

Northgate
United Methodist Church

3700 West Northgate, 75062
972-252-8519     www.northgateumc.org
Worship Service 8:15 AM in the Dome

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:45 AM in the WAC 

at the rear of the complex

St. Stephen’s Presbyterian Church  
1621 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Irving, TX 75061  972-259-8744
www.ststephensirving.org

Sunday Bible Classes 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:50 a.m.

Good Shephard Lutheran Church
2620 W. Grauwyler Rd.,

Irving,TX 75061
www.gslcirving.com

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:30 p.m.
972.790.8606 www.BeltLineChurch.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third, 75060

972-253-3531    www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall

UNITED METHODIST

PRESBYTERIAN USA

WORSHIP

Bistro Lunch 
Mon- Fri — 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

$6.95 to $16
Daily Vegan options

972-259-1123 
www.gloryhousecatering.com

109 S. MAIN STREET 
IN DOWNTOWN IRVING

WiFi
FREE

Catering to You!
To you home, business, venue

CALL TODAY 
for info on hosting 

your event at Glory House

Elvis 
Hawaiian
show
June 20
7 PM - 10 PM
$40 per person
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Irving 
Mall*

*With party of two 
or more (with ID).

 • Fresh fruits and salads
• Cocktail shrimp 
• Soups
•Dessert 
• Ice Cream
• Sushi Bar
• Mongolian grill

“America’s 
favorite 

Chinese Food!”

• Party Rooms For 
Up to 110 people! 

• 10% Senior Discount 
• FREE Birthday 

Buffet!* 

alads
C

972-659-8999

•

• 10%
EAST BUFFET

 4023 W. Airport Frwy • Irving
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Irving 
Mall*

*With party of two 
or more (with ID).

 • Fresh fruits and salads
• Cocktail shrimp 
• Soups
•Dessert 
• Ice Cream
• Sushi Bar
• Mongolian grill

“America’s 
favorite 

Chinese Food!”

• Party Rooms For 
Up to 110 people! 

• 10% Senior Discount 
• FREE Birthday 

Buffet!* 

972-659-8999

• 1
EAST BUFFET

 4023 W. Airport Frwy • Irving

included: Aspen Creek; The Blue 
Fish; Chapati; Chicken Express; Ci-
ci’s Pizza; Fuzzy Taco Shop; Inchin’s 
Bamboo Garden; Jinbeh Japanese 
Steak House; McAlister’s Deli; Ice 
Ice Baby; Papa Murphey’s; Pink 
Frosting Cupcakes; Snappy Salads; 
Snowie; Sonic; Sonny Bryans; Subz 
n Stuff; Sweet Tomatoes; Under-
ground Indian Cuisine; WhichWich; 
Wing Town; Wok Box; Yumilicious; 

and Zeytin Mediterranean Grill.
Many of the restaurants passed 

out samples of their lip-smacking 
foods and all of the food vendors kept 
the prices at $5 and under for decent-
sized portions of their tasty treats.

Throughout the day winners of 
the free raffle were announced at the 
main stage, prizes included items like 
Medieval Times, Six Flags and Hur-
ricane Harbor tickets.

Due to the success of the event, 
the 2nd Annual Taste of Irving is 
already scheduled for May of 2015.

Texas Game 
Warden Marine 
Theft Team 
finds success

AUSTIN – Since its forma-
tion a year ago, the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department Marine 
Theft Investigations Team has 
recovered more than 100 stolen 
boats valued at some $800,000.

Made up of Texas game 
wardens, the Law Enforcement 
Division team works to combat 
boat theft, personal watercraft 
theft and related fraud. The nine 
game wardens assigned to the 
team focus on marine theft-
related investigations roughly 25 
percent of their time. The rest of 
the time, they perform the regular 
duties associated with their area.

Texas ranks in the top three 
states nationwide with low stolen 
boat recovery rates when com-
pared to vehicle thefts. With this 
new team, TPWD law enforce-
ment officials expected the boat 
recovery percentage in Texas to 
increase and it has. In addition 
to the 100-plus recovered boats, 
wardens in the unit have worked 
more than 200 boat registration 
fraud cases.

“I am most proud that this 
team conducted over 390 case 
assists with other game wardens 
and law enforcement agencies,” 
said Col. Craig Hunter, TPWD 
Law Enforcement Division Direc-
tor. “Successful law enforcement 
depends on teamwork -- both 
internally and externally, and this 
program defines teamwork.”

The team has received ex-
tensive specialized training and 
has also provided marine theft 
training to hundreds of officers 
from other agencies across Texas. 

“I believe the team has ef-
fectively shown the importance of 
having investigators dedicated to 
marine theft investigations,” said 
Special Operations Capt. Greg 
Williford. “You know you are be-
ing effective when the investiga-
tors recover stolen boats the same 
week they are reported stolen. In 
the past, these boats may have 
gone undetected for years.”

Anyone with any informa-
tion regarding boat theft or boat 
registration fraud in Texas is 
urged to call the 24-hour Opera-
tion Game Thief hotline at 1-800-
792-4263.

SOURCE: Texas Parks & Wildlife Dept.

Ten-month-old 
Alia Moncayo 

of Irving laughs 
and giggles 

shortly after 
holding very still 
for her butterfly 

face-painting 
session during 
the inaugural 

Taste of Irving 
held at Cimarron 

Park May 31. 
/ Photos by Genesis 

Vaniecea Duncanand her six-year-old daughter Kamiya learn about fencing and types 
of swords from Fencing Institute of Texas Board member, Amy Sanders during the Taste 
of Irving.

Aspen Creek touts it’s first place status in the ‘Rambler’s Readers Choice’ while serving a 
varied menu including barbeque ribs during the Taste of Irving at Cimarron Park May 31.

One-and-a-half-year-old Viva Ortiz boogies to the beat of the Breckenridge Band at 
Cimarron Park during the Taste of Irving May 31.

VISIT OUR OTHER LOCATIONS

Hours:  Mon.-Fri. 5:30 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sat. 5:30 a.m.-3 p.m.  Sun. 7 a.m.-3 p.m.

MANSFIELD
310 Mitchell Rd., 

Metro (817) 477-3383

WATAUGA
5912 Denton Hwy., 

Metro (817) 498-7079
IN GOD WE TRUST

Where Irving 
Meets and Eats

Serving Irving For Over 40 Years
For Take Out Call (972) 253-7335

425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

at Joe’s on June 15
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like overnight, for no reason,” Carter 
said. “We need full time pay, 40 hours 
and benefits – we need all of that.”

The protest in Arlington was just 
one of many held across the country 
this week for the Walmart  Moms on 
Strike initiative.

Throughout the nation mothers 
and other workers who are members 
of the Organization United for Re-
spect at Walmart (OUR Walmart) 
have walked off the job in protest of 
the retail giant’s firing of workers and 
treatment of employees requesting 
more hours and better pay.

The reason OUR Walmart chose 
this week to protest, is due to the fact 
that Walmart’s annual shareholders 
meeting convenes next week.

Activist Billy Myers spoke for a 
former Walmart employee who had 
recently been fired.

“She is very, very sick … but she 
wanted to share her message,” Myers 
said. “Her message is: she went to 
management to see if she could get a 
personal leave. Instead of manage-
ment granting her personal leave, 
they denied it, then fired her.

“This is what the associates go 
through every single day. The associ-
ates stand up for themselves – what 
happens? They’re retaliated against,” 
he said.

Myers explained that, despite 
the paperwork from her doctors and 
her clearance to work as of June 16, 
Walmart still fired her.

“If you’re going to come after us 
cause we’re speaking the truth, we 
will walk out every time. Every time,” 
Myers said.

When asked if they had any 
comment, official or otherwise, cor-
porate representatives for Walmart 
declined to comment.

“We can give you a media rela-
tions contact,” was the only response 
this reporter could obtain from 
Walmart officials.

As of press time there was no 
response from Walmart’s media rela-
tions department.

RamblerSUBSCRIBE!
214-676-1145

RamblerADVERTISE!
972-870-1992

RamblerTELL US WHAT’S UP!
972-870-1992

RamblerSUBSCRIBE!
214-676-1145

SUBSCRIBE — Only $35 a year 
for weekly home delivery!  

Call 214-676-1145.

RamblerADVERTISE!
972-870-1992

RamblerTELL US WHAT’S UP!
972-870-1992

Rambler

SUBSCRIBE!
214-676-1145

Rambler

SUBSCRIBE!
214-676-1145Rambler

Walmart
Continued from Page 1

Home delivery 
carrier needed

Seeking an energetic and 
self-motivated individual. 
 Requirements: 
 • Reliable Transportation
 • Valid Driver’s License
 • Current Auto insurance
 • Good Driving Record
 • Positive attitude with 
   willingness to learn
 • Basic computer skills
$20 per hour earning po-
tential.

Call Tammy Pompa 
at 214-676-1145 

for more information.

Put a Paw print in your heart
and a best friend at home!
The precious pets at the DFW Humane Society would like to 
bring a lifetime of love and happiness into your home!!

4140 Valley View Ln.
Irving, Texas 75038

972-721-7788
www.dfwhumane.com

OPEN:
Tuesday - Friday

11am-6pm
Saturday 10am – 5pm

Come adopt a new family member today!
If you can’t adopt, please donate!

Hi wonderful cat 
lovers my name 
is LAYAH. I am 
an extra special 
3year old spayed 
black and white 
female. I was 
rescued from 
another shelter 
and brought to 
this beautiful cat 
room. I love to 

be petted and played with. What makes me 
special is my black and white markings. If 
you look closely I am covered with heart 
shaped spots. This just proves I am made 
for love. I know when we meet you will fall in 
love with me. Come by soon I am waiting for 
you.

Well, hello there. I'm Julia. I'm 
about five years old. And you 
obviously know with the name of 
Julia, I'd better be a female or 
someone made a big mistake 
when they named me. Let me 
see if I can tell you something 
that you don't know. I came 
here from another shelter. I like 
walks, but I'm a little on the shy 
side. Oh, I like people, it just 
takes me a little bit of time to 
get to know you. I like to be 
petted and I love to be held. So 
if you just hold me and love me 
while I get to know you, I'm sure 
we'll do just fine.

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
tammyp@irvingrambler.com 

EMPLOYMENT

SALON

LEGAL NOTICE FOR SALE

Two cemetery lots at
Oak Grove Memorial Gardens 

Section A, Block 11, Section 19, 
#3 & 4.$8000  call 972-989-0396

Offering Youth Sports, Family Wellness Programs,
Swim Lessons, Play & Learn, Youth & Government

and A�er school programs designed to have
posi�ve impact on our community.

Strengthening the Founda�on 
of our Irving Community

Irving Family YMCA
2200 W. Irving Blvd. 

Irving TX 75061
www.irvingymca.org

972-986-8898

We’re for youth development, 
healthy living and 
social responsibility.

DAVID JETER
2300 Markland St.

Irving TX 75060

DMJ
DMJ GARAGE DOORS

Repair/Replace Doors & Openers

972-824-3823
jeterd30@hotmail.com
Stay local — 30-year Irving resident servicing the area.

A Christian Ministry to Students Seeking Academic Success.

ANDREW ELLINGTON
214.226.5881

Andrew@TutoringByAndrew.com
www.TutoringByAndrew.com

JOB�FAIR�FOR IRVING�ISD
GRADUATING�SENIORS

Wednesday,�June�11
4070�N.�Beltline�Road, Irving

9:00�AM�-Noon
Look�for�Job�Fair�Sign

■ If you are seeking a good summer job and/or 
future career opportunities in the Irving area, 
attend the Job Fair
■ Starting Pay from $8-$12/hr (based on skills) 
■ Learn about paid technical skills Training
Opportunities in the IT/Computer Repair field.

Express Employment Professionals pairs local businesses with job seekers 
in a wide-range of industries. Let Express recruiters find the right job to fit your 

schedule, and experience the benefits of being an Express associate.
Call, come in, or go online to see how Express can make your job search easier.

972-258-4981
4070 N.Beltline Rd. #126, 

Irving, TX 75038

Positions include:
■ Warehouse/Order pulling
■ Computer repair tech
■ Customer Service (CSR)
■ Human Resource Assistant

www.irvingexpress.com
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS - PROPOSED COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

AMENDMENT AND ZONING CHANGES
CITY OF IRVING PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 

AND CITY COUNCIL

Public hearings are held to consider applications for amendments to the Comprehensive Zoning 
Ordinance and the Official Zoning Map of the City of Irving, Texas for the properties described herein:

LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas
Planning & Zoning Commission:  Monday, June 16, 2014, 7 p.m.
City Council: Thursday, June 26, 2014, 7 p.m.
 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMEND-MENT, ZONING CASE ZC14-0024 and DVP14-0002:  Ap-
prox.18.817 acres on Fuller Drive, north of Phelps Drive. The request is to amend the Comprehensive 
Plan from Office to Low Density Residential, a zoning change and Development Plan to rezone the 
property from PUD (Planned Unit Development) and C-O (Commercial Office) to S-P-2 for R-ZLa 
and PUD for  R-ZLa uses, to develop the property with single family uses.

ZONING CASE ZC14-0026:  Approx. 0.2 acres at 2821 Alan-a-dale. The request is to rezone the 
property from R-6 (Single Family) to S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for R-6 (Single Family) Uses to 
reduce the separation requirement between multiple structures.

ZONING CASE ZC14-0035:  Approx. 0.843 acres at 3125 W. Airport Fwy. The request is to rezone 
the property from S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for C-C (Community Commercial) Uses Including 
Auto Sales and Outside Storage to S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for C-C (Community Commercial) 
Uses Including Auto Sales and Display.
  
All interested persons are encouraged to attend the public hearings and express their opinions on the 
zoning change request.  Written response for the record may also be submitted to: 

City of Irving – Planning Dept., 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 75060.

The applications are on file for public review in the Planning Department at the address listed above 
during normal business hours.  For additional information, please contact the Department at 972-
721-2424.  Please reference the case number when requesting information.

This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible parking spaces are available. Requests for interpreta-
tion services or assistive hearing devices must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. Contact the 
City Secretary’s Office at (972) 721-2493 for assistance.

In the week before Walmart’s annual shareholders meeting, protesters participated in a nationwide effort to raise awareness of poor 
employment practices within the corporation. / Photo by Genesis Bishop

FRIDAY JUNE 13: 9am-3pm
SATURDAY JUNE 14: 9am-2pm

Prices from 25 cents and up!
Furniture, clothes, books, gift items, knick knacks, novelty 

items, baking goods, toys and more!

All proceeds will be donated to missions and 
remaining clothes will be donated to local women’s shelters.

OAK HAVEN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
1600 North Irving Heights, Irving TX         972-438-1431

Upscale 
Yard Sale
For our missions — Local & Global
Oak Haven United Methodist Women
F
O

Salon space available 
Located in Irving

 Call Peggy 817-235-0052

Teachers at F.M. Gilbert Elementary 
School in Irving surprised the 
administration with a flash-dance mob 
on the last day of school Thursday. First 
grade teacher Lydia Saldana organized 
the event starting on Tuesday evening 
via Facebook and text messages. As 
soon as administrators arrived at the 
playground, teachers donned straw 
hats, 80’s sunglasses and leis while 
doing a line dance to ‘Happy’ by Pharrell 
Williams. Students were invited to join 
and the playground erupted into a 
party of song and dance. / Courtesy photo

Gilbert Elementary School flash-dance
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