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In the wake of a legend:
Another Amelia Earhart to attempt flight around the world

By Jess Paniszczyn
On June 26, Amelia 

Rose Earhart and her co-
pilot, Shane Jordan, will 
depart from Oakland, 
Calif. and following the 
flight plan of her famous 
namesake, will circum-
navigate the globe. Once 
she returns to Oak-
land, Earhart will be the 
youngest female pilot to 
fly around the world in a 
single engine aircraft. 

Even though she is no 
relation to the famous 
aviatrix, Earhart says 
her life has been influ-
enced by Amelia Ear-
hart’s legacy.

“My family named me 
Amelia Earhart, because 
my dad’s last name was 
Earhart,” Earhart said. 
“They knew they had a 
unique opportunity with 
that name. They really 
valued and respected the 
things that Amelia stood 
for back in the 30s. She 
was a very adventurous 
woman, very passion-
ate, driven to push the 
boundaries and try new 
things. They thought 
this was a great name for 
their daughter.

“My whole life I have 
been learning about 
Amelia and hearing 
about her accomplish-
ments. So, when I was 
21, I decided to take my 
first flight lesson, and 
that was 10 years ago. I 
totally fell in love with it. 
I’m finally to the point 
now where I want to 

complete the around-the-
world flight.” 

As a youngster, Earhart 
was not always enthusias-
tic about the reaction her 
name evoked in others.

“When I was younger, 
I really didn’t understand 
what a positive thing hav-
ing a name like Amelia 
Earhart would be,” she 
said.

“Until I was 18, I went 
by Amy, which was my 
family’s shortened version 
of Amelia. It didn’t really 
dawn me until I was older 

- 18 or 20 - to say it wasn’t 
really a bad thing to have a 
name that people remem-
ber and ask questions 
about, and instead of shy-
ing away from it, I really 
embraced it. It took me a 
few more years to start fly-
ing, because of course fly-
ing is very expensive. 

“We’ve been planning 
this flight for about a year-
and-half. It took a lot of 
organization to arrange 
to go through 14 countries 
with all the over-flight 
permits and planning 

weather-wise, nutrition 
wise,” Earhart said. “You 
have to think about every-
thing on a flight like that.

“Amelia Earhart was 
planning a flight around 
the world when commu-
nications outside of your 
home town were incredi-
bly difficult. So beyond the 
actual flight, the planning 
process which I just fin-
ished after a year and half 
with high-speed Internet 
and telephones and being 
able to ship things over-
night to get the process 

done was hard enough. To 
imagine doing it 77 years 
ago, the patience, the de-
termination, the organi-
zation would’ve had to of 
been incredible.

“When you look at the 
differences in aircraft 
now, we have technology 
like GPS, synthetic vision 
and aircraft that are much 
safer and are able to be 
tracked and communicat-
ed with much more easily. 
When Amelia was doing 
it, she was using celestial 
navigation. She was us-

ing the stars to tell where 
she was. So, when flying 
in low visibility or clouds 
that became much more 
difficult.

“Once she got on the 
ground in each location, 
she had to work a lot 
harder to organize where 
she was going to stay, the 
security where she was, 
and where she would put 
the aircraft away. The 
amount of perseverance 
to say this is going to be 
difficult, but I’m going 
to do it anyway, is re-
ally what I admire most 
about her.

“Passing over the area 
were Amelia disappeared 
is pretty intriguing to 
me. Obviously, it’s a big 
ocean out there. After 
she left Papua New Guin-
ea headed towards How-
land Island, she flew over 
a very desolate area. I’m 
sure I’ll have a lot of emo-
tions going to that part of 
the world and continuing 
on to Honolulu, which is 
the next stop she would 
have made,” she said.

Through the use of 
cameras and multi-me-
dia technology, Earhart 
is inviting everyone to 
join her throughout her 
flight.

“I hope this flight in-
spires people to explore 
their own personal ideas 
of adventure,” Earhart 
said. “This has totally 
changed my life. Plan-
ning this flight and now 

Preparing for the adventure of a lifetime, Amelia Rose Earhart will depart California on June 26 with the intention of following her namesake’s 
original flight plan around the globe. When she once again lands in California, Earhart will be the youngest female pilot to have circumnavigated the 
globe in a single engine aircraft.  / Photo courtesy of The Amelia Project

Please see EARHART, Page 6
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Seize the moment and hang on for the ride
By Elaine Paniszczyn

One adventure can lead 
to another, which can lead 
to another, and sometimes 
you’ve got to seize the mo-
ment…or at least that is 
what commercial pilot and 
instructor Desmon Butts 
says. It’s a concept he 
learned when he was 40.

“My dad was a chemical 
engineer in Ogden, Utah, 
and [he also] flew planes 
and taught people to fly,” 
Butts said. 

When Butts was a kid, 
he flew everywhere with 
his dad.

“I had several brothers, 
but I was the only one that 
was interested in it,” Butts 
said. “When I was 10 or 11, 
we would take little trips 
and land on a dirt strip 
and go fishing in Idaho. He 
would say, ‘See this needle 
on this gauge? Keep it cen-
tered. Follow that head-
ing on the compass and, 
if there’s a problem, say 
something,’ and he would 
take a nap….or pretend to 
take a nap for 30 minutes, 
and I would fly and hold 
the altitude. 

“I didn’t get to where I 
was landing proficiently, 
but I did a lot of other stuff 
with him,” Butts said. “We 
would go chase horses and 
all kinds stuff out on the 
west deserts. I was do-
ing that between 8 and 17 
years of age, but I didn’t 
get my license.   

That was before Butts 

learned to seize the mo-
ment. Then he moved to 
Alaska in 2000, with his 
wife and their four sons, 
and that is when the ad-
ventures began. 

“I was professionally 
trading in the stock mar-
ket when I went up there,” 
Butts said. “I loved it and 
I bought a used limousine 
for a family car because it 
was cheaper than a van. So 
many people started ask-
ing me for rides in it, I got 
swamped.”

So Butts started a trans-
portation company. He 
said it was just one of those 
things “you fall into”.

He drove every day 
and decided he needed to 
do something productive 
while on the road besides 
listening to music.

“So I put in aviation 
CD’s, took my written test 
six weeks later and got my 
[pilot] license when I was 
40 – seven years ago,” 
Butts said. “I already knew 
a lot of things, but I need-
ed practice on safe land-
ings. I bought a Cessna 
172 with bush wheels so I 
could land on the beach. I 
flew a lot of glaciers, and I 
flew people around.

“Entertainment To-
night” was in town and he 
took them around to cover 
Sarah Palin’s campaign.

“When everybody went 
home, the film crew was 
stuck there a day, and I 
said, ‘Hey, do you want 

to have some real fun?’” 
Butts said. “So we hopped 
in a plane, and I took them 
flying, and they thought 
that was cooler than all 
the other stuff. We flew 
over the glaciers and had a 
great time.” 

His business grew into 
13 limousines, armored 
cars, vans, and tour buses.

“We did 11,000 reserva-
tions a year,” Butts said. 
“Sometimes, I drove Sarah 
Palin around, but mainly I 
flew her family. I’ve driven 
Zig Ziegler, the Secretary 
of Commerce for the presi-
dent, and the vice presi-
dent of China.” 

They eventually sold 
the transportation busi-
ness, and his wife said she 
wanted to become a mas-
sage therapist. Butts de-
cided they should check 
out a massage school in 
Costa Rica. 

“I needed some den-
tal work done, and I had 
friends who had it done 
down there,” Butts said. 
“So, I talked her into it, 
and we went down there 
and we stayed at an ul-
tralight port in Costa Rica 
that had gyro planes. The 
massage school was about 
three miles away. It’s a 
U.S. board certified school 
down there in the jungle – 
a really nice school.”

They put their children 
in public school in Costa 
Rica to learn Spanish.

See GYRO COPTER, Page 9
Scott Sullins (left) has Desmond Butts inspect his aircraft the “Golden Butterfly” at the Olney AIrport while the 
two discuss potential flight lessons. /Photo by  Elaine Paniszcyn
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Compass selected to operate 20 new Embraer 
E175 aircraft owned by American Airlines

ST. LOUIS - Compass 
Airlines, a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Trans States 
Holdings, Inc., announced 
June 18 it will operate 20 
new 76-seat Embraer E175 
aircraft owned by Ameri-
can Airlines, Inc. Compass 
expects to begin taking de-
livery of the aircraft and 
start scheduled service 
under the American Eagle 
brand and livery in the 
first quarter of 2015. The 
agreement also provides 
American the option to 
place additional E175 air-
craft it owns with Compass 
in the future.

“We’re thrilled to be-
gin our partnership with 
American with these 20 
new state-of-the-art air-
craft that will allow us 
to provide a top-tier ex-
perience to customers of 
American,” Compass Air-
lines President and CEO 
Richard Leach said. “The 
opportunity to grow our 
operation for American 
beyond the 20 initial E175s 
we have been awarded 
also points to a bright fu-
ture for Compass and our 
employees.”

American Airlines, a 
subsidiary of American 

Airlines Group Inc., an-
nounced in December 
2013 it had signed agree-
ments with Embraer S.A. 
to purchase 60 new 76-
seat E175 regional jets, 
with options for up to 90 
additional aircraft. With 
continued new aircraft de-
liveries over the next sev-
eral years, American will 
have one of the most mod-
ern and efficient fleets in 
the industry.

The addition of these 
20 American aircraft will 
increase the fleet size of 
Compass Airlines to 62 
aircraft, all of which are 
either Embraer E175 or 
E170 aircraft.

“Compass Airlines 
has a proven history of 
providing safe, reliable, 
customer-friendly and 
cost-effective service on 
the E175 aircraft and this 
made Compass a great 
choice for our business 
and our customers,” said 
Kenji Hashimoto, senior 
vice president of regional 
carriers for American Air-
lines. “This is the first time 
Compass will provide re-
gional flight service for 
American. We are looking 
forward to Compass op-

erating these new aircraft 
to provide an exceptional 

See COMPASS, Page 9

Envoy Air flight attendants upset after competitor 
receives aircraft pledge from American Airlines

WASHINGTON -- En-
voy Air Flight Attendants, 
represented by the Associ-
ation of Flight Attendants-
CWA (AFA), issued the 
following statement June 
19 after American Airlines 
management announced 
the placement of 20 new 
Embraer 175 regional jets 
with an industry competi-
tor:

“The hard working 
professionals across our 
company have made the 
American Eagle brand the 
gold standard within our 
industry for over 25 years. 
We were promised a fresh 
start after bankruptcy, 
with a new look, new en-
ergy and, most of all, new 
airplanes. American Eagle 
(now Envoy) employees, 
whether represented by 
unions or not, selflessly 
gave the concessions de-

manded by management 
in order to secure these 
new airplanes and bring 
our company into a new 
era of prosperity after 
emerging from a very dark 
period in our history. 

“What thanks have 
we received? Apparently 
NONE. The equipment 
is being sent to another 
company which had no 
connection to the financial 
restructuring in which we 
engaged to insure that our 
company would achieve 
the profitability it now en-
joys – the same profitabili-
ty which allows it to obtain 
this new aircraft. For both 
American Airlines and En-
voy Air management to 
now turn their backs on 
our award-winning em-
ployees by providing no 
comment as to the future 
of our airline is unconscio-

nable.
“The demoralizing ef-

fect of these misguided de-
cisions continues to weigh 
heavily on our operation, 
while long term damage 
from the loss of in-house 
profits, loss of qualified 
pilots, and continued con-
traction of our aging fleet 
is quickly approaching 
critical mass.

“AFA calls upon man-
agement to do something 
very simple, something 
very American: Make it 
right. Honor your commit-
ments. Take the high road. 
Give your 16,000 employ-
ees the tools required to 
return our company to 
the best-in-class leader we 
always have been. Now is 
the time to set Envoy Air 
on the correct course.”

SOURCE Association of 
Flight Attendants-CWA 

American Airlines has selected Compass Airlines to operate 20 of its new E-175s, which feature a two-class 
cabin configuration with 12 First Class seats and 64 a seat main cabin. The decision to have Compass Airlines 
operate the planes has drawn some criticism from Envoy Air employees. /Photo courtesy of American Airlines
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U.S. supply chain and logistics industry continues 
slow rebound led by rail and trucking industries 

LOMBARD, Ill. -- The 
Council of Supply Chain 
Management Profession-
als (CSCMP) released 
its 25th Annual “State of 
Logistics Report®, pre-
sented by Penske Logis-
tics, at the National Press 
Club in Washington, D.C. 
on June 17. The report re-
veals that total U.S. busi-
ness logistics costs in 2013 
rose to $1.39 trillion, a 2.3 
percent increase from the 
previous year. Logistics 
as a percent of U.S. gross 
domestic product (GDP) 
declined for the second 
year in a row, indicating 
that the logistics sector 
is not keeping pace with 
the growth in the overall 
economy. 

The report, authored 
by transportation consul-
tant Rosalyn Wilson of 
Parsons, has tracked and 
measured all costs associ-
ated with moving freight 
through the U.S. supply 

chain since 1988. This 
year’s report presents an 
overview of the economy 
during the past year, the 
logistics industry’s key 
trends, and the total U.S. 
logistics costs for 2013. 
The recovery from the 
Great Recession has been 
protracted, and economic 
performance has been 
weak. The research exam-
ines the economic vitality 
as well as challenges faced 
by each sector, and con-
cludes with a brief over-
view of industry indica-
tors for the beginning of 
2014 and thoughts about 
performance for the re-
mainder of the year. The 
supply chain management 
benchmark report is now 
available for distribution.

This year’s report re-
veals that the transporta-
tion sector grew only 2.0 
percent, with all modes 
experiencing modest 
gains in revenue. Despite 

the weak revenue pic-
ture, tonnage was up due 
to heavier average loads 
per shipment. The truck 
driver shortage is a top 
concern for most industry 
executives as the trucking 
sector faced significant ca-
pacity issues in 2013. The 
lack of drivers to fill seats 
in existing equipment, 
decline in productivity 
of existing drivers due to 
Hours of Service (HOS) 
Regulations, and coupled 
with an uptick in truck-
ing company bankrupt-
cies in 2013 contributed to 
constricting truck capac-
ity as volume picked up. 
Railroad sector costs grew 
3.6 percent as intermodal 
gained market share in re-
sponse to the truck capac-
ity shortage. Rates have 
not responded to the tight 
industry capacity, and 
have not grown as fast as 
volume.

The air cargo sector 

made no gains in 2013 as 
both domestic and inter-
national sectors remained 
unchanged from the prior 
year. Compared to 2012, 
the water sector’s perfor-
mance improved, rising 
4.5 percent. Ocean car-
riers continue to expand 
available space as larger 
containers ships are de-
livered, and new alliances 
and operational controls 
are improving their bal-
ance sheets. The inland 
waterway system was 
plagued with weather-
related issues ranging 
from waterways thawing 
later than usual to floods 
and droughts. The big 
news for this sector and 
the nation’s infrastruc-
ture is the enactment of 
the Water Resources Re-
form and Development 
Act (WRRDA). This leg-
islation is an example of 
bi-partisan support for a 
much-needed program to 

restore the nation’s water-
ways so that they can play 
a vital role in the intermo-
dal freight system.

Inventory-carry ing 
costs were held down be-
cause of falling interest 
rates, which dropped 22.6 
percent from 2012. The 
other components of car-
rying costs—warehousing, 
taxes, depreciation, insur-
ance, and obsolescence—
were up due to the three 
percent gain in invento-
ries.

“Our mission is to de-
velop and disseminate 
research that helps our 
members understand how 
to do their jobs better,” 
said Rick Blasgen, Presi-
dent and Chief Executive 
Officer of CSCMP. “Know-
ing how logistics and sup-
ply chain costs affect and 
are affected by the larger 
economy is a key part of 
this understanding. This 
is why we believe it’s im-
portant to sponsor the 

annual ‘State of Logistics 
Report,’ which we present 
with support from Penske 
Logistics.”

“The statistics and in-
dustry insights contained 
in this report will help 
companies better prepare 
for the business demands 
that lie ahead,” Blasgen 
said.

“An improving freight 
environment continues to 
drive increased demand 
for our trucking, ware-
housing and related sup-
ply chain solutions,” Pen-
ske Logistics President 
Marc Althen said. “As the 
economy rebounds, an ef-
ficient supply chain can 
be a major competitive 
advantage to companies 
nationwide, as it allows 
them to deliver high levels 
of service while simulta-
neously controlling and 
often reducing costs.”

SOURCE Penske Lo-
gistics

American Airlines promotes Jeff 
Plant to vice president, DFW Hub

FORT WORTH -- 
American Airlines an-
nounced 
June 20 
that Jeff 
Plant has 
been ap-
p o i n t e d 
the new 
leader of 
A m e r i -
c a n ’ s 
t e a m 
at Dal-
las/Fort 
W o r t h 
I n t e r -
national 
A i r p o r t . 
Plant will move from Los 
Angeles where he cur-
rently serves as managing 

director - LAX. 
“Jeff is the right per-

son to take 
on the role 
of leading 
our Dallas/
Fort Worth 
hub,” said 
Kerry Phili-
p o v i t c h , 
senior vice 
president - 
C u s t o m e r 
Experience. 
“During his 
tenure at 
A m e r i c a n , 
Jeff has ex-
celled in ev-

ery leadership position he 
has had, including direct-

See PLANT, Page 11
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American Airlines to become the first airline to 
use SITA’s new Common-use Beacon Registry

Global IT provider 
SITA is leading the way 
for airlines and airports 
using Apple’s iBeacon 
technology. As part of the 
world’s largest implemen-
tation of beacons at an 
airport, American Airlines 
will become the first air-
line to use the SITA Com-
mon-use Beacon Registry, 
which was launched June 
18. This new service from 
SITA will mean passen-
gers can look forward to 
getting up-to-date and rel-
evant information on their 
mobile devices in airports 
everywhere.

iBeacon is a technol-
ogy Apple introduced with 
iOS 7 that uses Bluetooth 
Low Energy and geofenc-
ing to trigger the display 
of location-relevant infor-
mation on devices at the 
right time and in the right 
situation. With beacons, 
airlines can easily provide 
passengers with indoor 
directions, walk times to 
gates, lounge access and 
alerts about boarding. 
Knowing where a pas-
senger is before sending 
information enables more 
effective communication.

“As we worked with air-
lines across the world in-
cluding American Airlines 
at DFW and San Fran-
cisco International (SFO), 
and others at London 
Heathrow Airport (LHR), 
Shanghai Hongqiao In-
ternational Airport (SHA) 
and Copenhagen Airport 
(CPH), we saw very quick-
ly that an industry ap-
proach was needed,” said 
Jim Peters, Chief Tech-
nology Officer, SITA. “We 
have launched the SITA 
Common-use Beacon Reg-
istry to give the industry 
a single point of contact 

for common-use beacons 
deployed at any airport 
around the world. With it, 
airports can control and 
share the meta data – the 
exact location including 
information on gates, ter-
minals, etc. - with airlines 
and other partners and al-
low passengers to receive 
accurate and relevant in-
formation.”

SITA systems are used 
at more than 525 airports 
globally, ideally position-
ing the company to work 
with its airline and air-
port customers to more 
effectively roll out this 
new technology. The pilot 
program at Dallas/Fort 
Worth International Air-
port (DFW) is the world’s 
biggest airport deploy-
ment of beacons to date. 
Over the summer, Ameri-
can Airlines plans to roll 
the program out to beta 
users on select routes and 
airports in North America. 

“Beacons provide a 
fantastic opportunity to 
improve the passenger 
experience, but to do so 
they must be consistently 
deployed at all airports,” 
said Phil Easter, Director 
of Mobile Apps at Ameri-
can Airlines. “At American 
Airlines we are working 
with SITA to use beacon 
location detection to en-
hance our mobile app and 
give our passengers trav-
elling through the airports 
accurate way-finding in-
formation. Using SITA’s 
Registry will enable us to 
provide the same great 
user experience to our 
passengers using our app 
in airports not just in 
North America, but across 
our global route network.” 

The SITA Common-use 
Beacon Registry defines 

standard data sets and 
beacon types to be posi-
tioned at gates, retail ar-
eas or checkpoints. This 
will allow airlines and air-
ports to share beacons to 
get location information 
and provide personalized 
services to passengers. 
An API is available for 
app developers who want 
to use these beacons for 
developing travel-related 
apps.

Airlines and airports 
sharing equipment is a 
proven and efficient work-
ing model. It is already 
used for kiosks, check-in 
desks and boarding gates 
at the world’s airports. 
The SITA Common-use 
Beacon Registry will solve 
the problem of multiple 
airlines wanting to install 
separate beacons across 
airports. It will man-
age the complexity of the 
rollout and ensure that 
airports can manage the 
radio-emitting devices in 
such a way that they do 
not disrupt each other’s 
signals or existing Wi-Fi® 

infrastructure. 
“Any airline or airport 

that is thinking about 
iBeacon technology needs 
to think common-use and 
check out the Registry,” 
Peters said. “We’ve built a 
service to remove the com-
plexity of deployment, and 
it is already being used 
successfully in Asia, Eu-

rope and America. Beacon 
owners, such as airlines, 
airports or ground han-
dlers, can use the registry 
to manage their beacon 
infrastructure and track 
where they are placed. At 
the same time the API al-
lows app developers to use 
these beacons to create 
new travel-related apps.” 

Bluetooth is a registered 
trademark of Bluetooth 
SIG, Inc. 

Wi-Fi is a registered 
trademark of the Wi-Fi Al-
liance. 

SOURCE SITA

Route Carrier needed ToDAy
972-870-1992

American Airlines’ passengers will soon be able to use their own smart devices to navigate the DFW Airport as 
well as receive updated information on the status of their flights. /Photo courtesy of SITA
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being a few days away from 
it is a really invigorating 
experience. It shows me 
that with the right amount 
of teamwork, if you stick 
with it, there’s a solution 
for anything. 

“I want people to watch 
this flight and say ‘you 
know what, I want have 
my own adventure,’ and 
maybe that’s climbing a 
mountain, or opening a 
business, it doesn’t have 
to be flying. I want people 
to see how invigorating 
and exciting their lives 
can be when they pursue 
something really big.

“There’s also a mes-
sage for young women 
who may want to get in-
volved in aviation,” she 
said. “I run a foundation 
that helps high school age 
girls pay for their pilot’s li-
censes. That’s been really 
fun for me, because we 
have girls from all over the 
country who are applying 
for the scholarships. 

“We can increase the 
number of female pilots 
slowly over the years. 
Right now only about 
six percent of pilots are 
women, so that number 
obviously needs to grow. 

But when you look at the 
young girls that are com-
ing out, they have so much 
energy, so much enthu-
siasm and excitement 
around getting up into the 
sky. I think it’s fun to cap-
ture that at a young age 
and give them opportuni-
ties when they may not be 
able to financially afford 
to go out and fly.”

As the time for takeoff 
nears, Earhart is confi-
dent that she and her co-
pilot are prepared for the 
flight’s challenges.

“We have covered all 
of our bases as much as 
we possibly can,” Earhart 
said. “We’ve chosen a real-
ly safe to aircraft (Pilatus 
PC-12 NG) with a really 
safe engine. It is a single 
engine aircraft. 

“While flying over the 
ocean, you have to be very 
cognizant of the sounds of 
your engine. You have to 
have enough fuel on board 
in case you need to deviate 
to another airport because 
of weather issues. We put 
an extra tank on the air-
craft with 200 extra gal-
lons fuel to get our nauti-
cal mile range up to about 
2500 nautical miles. I feel 

like we’ve done the prep 
work. We’ve done the 
training.

“We had a really great 
opportunity pop-up from 
the folks in Oakland from 
the airport at Landmark 
Aviation. We have an of-
fer to depart from the very 
same hanger that Amelia 
Earhart departed from in 
1937,” she said. “So I’ll be 
sitting in the same spot 
that Amelia did 77 years 
ago, feeling the same 
emotions, the same fears, 
the same nerves, the same 
excitement in that same 
physical space. That really 
excites me.” 

For more information 
about Earhart’s upcoming 
flight you may visit www.
flywithamelia.com .

EARHART continued from page 1

Displayed in the main lobby of Dallas Love Field Airport, Dixie Friend Gay’s 60 foot long by 18 foot tall ceramic 
tile mural, titled North Texas Sunrise, has been recognized as one of the nation’s top public art installations. /
Photo by Nathan Cox 

Dallas Love Field art receives recognition 
from Public Art year in Review 2014

The City of Dallas Office 
of Cultural Affairs Public 
Art Program announced 
June 19 that North Texas 
Sunrise, by Dixie Friend 
Gay, received recognition 
as one of the top public art 
installations in the Unit-
ed States this year from 
American’s for the Arts, 
Public Art Year in Review. 
The ceramic tile mural of 
sunrise breaking behind 
a field of Texas wildflow-
ers is highly visible in 
the main lobby of Dallas 
Love Field Airport and is 
part of the Love Field Art 
Program. The mural was 

hailed as “one of the best 
public art projects of the 
year,” in an announce-
ment made at the Ameri-
cans for the Arts Confer-
ence in Nashville. 

“We are honored that 
Dixie’s work for Dallas was 
recognized by the panel. 
North Texas Sunrise is 
one of the most highly vis-
ible and popular art instal-
lations at Love Field,” said 
Maria Muñoz-Blanco, Di-
rector of the City of Dallas 
Office of Cultural Affairs. 

“We are so pleased that 
Dixie Friend Gay’s work 
has been recognized by 

the Public Art Network,” 
said Kay Kallos, Public Art 
Program Managers. “It is 
a notable work among the 
many new installations by 
outstanding artists whose 
work is included in the 
Love Field Art Program.”

 Dixie Friend Gay’s 
North Texas Sunrise is a 
60 foot long by 18 foot tall 
ceramic tile wall that tow-
ers over the security check 
point of the Dallas Love 
Field Airport lobby. The 
mural is made of some 
300,000 pieces of mosaic 
and hand-glazed ceramic 

Please see LOVE ART, Page 9
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Flyers Rights’ position on Boeing 787 
approval for long-haul operations

WASHINGTON -- Fly-
ersRights.org, the larg-
est passenger advocacy 
organization, issued a 
statement June 18 on the 
Federal Aviation Admin-
istration’s (FAA) issuance 
of Extended Operations 
(ETOPS) approval for the 
Boeing 787 Dreamliner 
and the recent approval of 
the Boeing 787-9 (stretch 
model).

ETOPS approval is 
required for two engine 
commercial aircraft flying 
long distances away from 
landing zones. In aviation 
slang, the acronym ETOPS 
stands for “Engines Turn-
ing Or Passengers Swim-
ming”, as the result of a 
double engine failure is a 
certain emergency landing 
in water or crash landing 
on land when no landing 
zone is available within 
the glide path. 

The FAA now allows 
787s to be operated for up 
to 330 minutes (5.5 hours) 
away from an airport, up 
from the previous 180 
minutes. This will allow 
flights over empty areas 
of the Pacific and Indian 
oceans, as well as polar re-
gions with no emergency 
landing zones for thou-
sands of miles.

If even one engine were 

to fail, a twin engine air-
craft must reduce its speed 
and altitude dramatically 
and will burn much more 
fuel than normal cruising 
altitude of 30,000 feet 
and 500 miles per hour 
speed.

Traditionally, ETOPS 
approval beyond two 
hours is not granted until 
an aircraft has had at least 
two years of trouble free 
operations. 

This FAA approval 
came only one week after 
the National Transporta-
tion Safety Board (NTSB) 
issued a warning that the 
787 battery certification 
was deficient.

“The recent NTSB re-
port and the numerous 
safety related incidents 
since April 2013, includ-
ing a world-wide ground-
ing are clearly reliability 
and safety issues. Allow-
ing the 787, a two engine 
aircraft with many unique 
features, to fly nonstop 
thousands of miles from 
the nearest landing zone 
is an unprecedented step,” 
said FlyersRights.org 
president, Paul Hudson.

Hudson is a long time 
member of the FAA Avia-
tion Rulemaking Advisory 
Committee, representing 
airline passenger interests 

on safety matters, and has 
asked the FAA for docu-
mentation supporting its 
unprecedented approval 
of extended operations 
beyond two hours from 
the nearest landing zone.

In May 2013 Fly-
ersRights.org filed a for-
mal petition with the FAA 
with battery expert tes-
timony questioning the 
safety of the Boeing 787 
batteries even with the en-
casement of these volatile 
batteries in a metal box in 
case of fire or explosion, 
and requesting reduction 
to two hours from the 
nearest landing zone.

The many battery prob-
lems aren’t the only safety 
issues. The airlines had to 
go to extreme lengths to 
achieve reliability accept-
able during the first year. 

In conclusion, Fly-
ersRights.org urges Con-
gress to take its responsi-
bilities seriously and hold 
hearings with indepen-
dent safety experts and 
passenger representatives 
in order to resolve the 
conflicting opinions of 
the FAA and NTSB. DOT 
Secretary Anthony Foxx, 
who overseas both agen-
cies, should put the FAA 
ETOPS decision on hold 

See FLYERS RIGHTS, Page 9
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GAMES SOLUTIONS

DFW AIRPORT POLICE REPORT TSA WEEK IN REVIEW
Theft
June 2, 6:20 a.m.

Officers went to the 2400 block 
of Rental Car Drive after a break-in 
and theft of several hundred dollars 
worth of tools were reported. 

DFW DPS Communications 
advised that several Conex 
containers had been broken into and 
a variety of tools had been stolen. 
Repairs to the containers were 
estimated at a total of $4,000.

Theft
June 2, 11:49 a.m.

Police were told that a black 
garment bag containing clothing 
valued at $420 was taken from 
an overhead bin in an airplane 
following a flight on May 21. 
The victim had called the airline 
several times in an attempt to 
retrieve the bag, which may have 
been taken by another passenger 
getting off of the airplane.

Theft
June 2, 2:28 p.m.

Police were told that a man in 
Terminal D who accidentally left 
his wallet in a chair while going 
to retrieve his bags, came back 
and found his wallet was not 
there. Police officers searched the 
area but were unable to locate 
the wallet, which contained 
about $70 in U.S. currency; 
an undetermined amount of 
Republic of Korea currency; an 
American Express credit card; 
a driver’s license; and a Social 
Security card.

Public intoxication
June 2, 3:57 p.m.

A woman who thought she was 
in South Carolina was arrested 
by a police officer who had been 
called to Terminal E Satelitte in 
reference to someone who was 
believed to be intoxicated. On 
arrival, the officer found the 
woman to be visibly upset and 
crying. The officer asked the 
woman, who was slouched down 
in a seat, to go with him to a more 
private area to be interviewed. 
He said she stood up and almost 
fell down before grabbing his arm 
for support. He said she swayed 
back and forth and almost fell 
over several times. She said she 
was traveling from Myrtle Beach, 
S.C. to Portland, Ore. The airlines 
told her she could not travel while 
being intoxicated. The officer 
arrested the woman and booked 
her into the jail.

Runaway
June 3, 6:30 p.m.

A police officer was dispatched 
to Terminal C after a report was 
received that a juvenile runaway 
may have been at that location. 
On arrival, the officer spoke with 
the juvenile and identified her as 
a missing juvenile from Winter 
Springs, Fla.  Police determined 
that the juvenile was being 
sought by police and her mother 
in Florida. She was transported 
by police to the Tarrant County 
Juvenile Detention Center.

Theft
June 4, 12:30 a.m.

A member of a cleaning crew 
was arrested for theft after police 
assisted United Airlines corporate 
security with integrity tests. 
Several bait items including a 
wallet with $360 cash, an ipod 
and ear buds, were used in the 
tests.  All of the items had a 
tracking device and the money 
had tracing powder on each bill.

Members of the cleaning crew 
knew the policy that they were 
to turn in anything found on the 
plane. The wallet with the cash 
was turned in to the lead cleaner. 
However, the ipod and the ear 
buds were not turned in. One of 
the cleaners was missing and was 
later located with the missing 
items in his possession. He was 
read his rights and taken to jail.

Public intoxication
June 5, 7 p.m.

A man who was believed to 
be intoxicated and was touching 
people inappropriately at the Fly 
Bar in Terminal E Satellite was 
arrested by police, He admitted to 
police that he had consumed six 
drinks and that he did not know 
where two bags he had brought 
to the airport were. Police said 
he would forget what he was 
looking for while fumbling 
through his wallet for his driver’s 
license. At times, he also had 
trouble completing sentences.

Public intoxication
June 6, 8:20 p.m.

Police went to the Grand 
Hyatt at Terminal D in regards 
to a report of an irate person. 
An investigation was conducted 
and the suspect was arrested 
for public intoxication and 
transported to jail. The suspect, 
who had planned to fly to 
Albuquerque, N.M., said he had 
consumed two Vodkas. He was 
assisted by two officers because 
he was unable to walk alone.

DWI and theft
June 7, 12:01 a.m.

Police observed a truck with 
a large amount of bundled wire 
in the bed traveling south in the 
3200 block of East Airfield. The 
driver was found to be allegedly 
driving while intoxicated and in 
possession of copper wire which 
had been reported stolen earlier 
in the day. The man was arrested 
and a hold was placed on the 
vehicle.

Public intoxication
June 7, 8:22 a.m.

Two police officers went to 
Terminal C in reference to an 
intoxicated person. A man was 
found unsteady on his feet and 
staggering. The two officers 
assisted the subject to a seat. 
His eyes were bloodshot and the 
officers detected a strong odor 
of alcohol on his breath. He was 
searched, handcuffed and taken 
to jail.

Firearms Discovered This Week – Of the 36 firearms, 33 were loaded 
and seven had rounds chambered. 

Inert Ordnance and Grenades etc. – An inert projectile was 
discovered in a checked bag at Cincinnati (CVG).

Artfully Concealed Prohibited Items – There has been a growing 
trend in the number of credit-card knives discovered at checkpoints. 
45 credit card knives were discovered just this week at checkpoints. 11 
were discovered at San Francisco (SAN), six at Minneapolis (MSP), six 
at Nashville (BNA), five at Tampa (TPA), three at Grand Rapids (GRR), 
two at Long Beach (LGB), two at Billings (BIL), two at Colorado Springs 
(COS), two at Traverse City (TVC), and the remainder were discovered at 
Cincinnati (CVG), Fargo (FAR), Northwest Arkansas (XNA), St. Petersburg 
(PIE), Texarkana (TXK), and Tri Cities (TRI). 

Stun Guns – 15 stun guns were discovered this week in carry-on 
bags around the nation: Two were discovered at Las Vegas (LAS), and the 
remainder were discovered at Amarillo (AMA), Billings (BIL), Boise (BOI), 
Dallas Love (DAL), Fort Wayne (FWA), Lubbock (LBB), Manchester (MHT), 
Raleigh Durham (RDU), Sacramento (SMF), Salt Lake City (SLC), San 
Diego (SAN), San Francisco (SFO), and Seattle (SEA).

SOURCE The TSA Blog - http://blog.tsa.gov

All discovered in one carry-on bag at IAH

Inert projectile in checked 
bag at CVG
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tiles, fabricated by Mo-
saika Art and Design based 
in Montreal. With purple 
coneflower in the lower left, 
hop clover in the center, 
and the large Mexican hat 
on the right, the mural rep-
resents the vanishing prai-
rie landscape.  

Public Art Year in Re-
view is conducted annu-
ally by the members of the 
Americans for the Arts Pub-

lic Art Network. This year 
PAN received 345 applica-
tions from public art pro-
grams and artists of which 
37 were selected for recog-
nition of excellence. The 
Public Art Network Year 
in Review is the only na-
tional program that spe-
cifically recognizes public 
art projects.

SOURCE City of Dallas

LoVE ART continued from page 6

Artist Dixie Friend Gay stands in front of her creation, North Texas 
Sunrise. /Photo by Ruda Anderson

“I kept the house [in 
Alaska], and packed ev-
erybody up and flew them 
down there and stayed 
there about half a year,” 
Butts said. 

That was in 2009. 
“I watched these gyro 

planes flying in and out 
of there every day, and 
finally I said, ‘Okay, let’s 
get this over with,” Butts 
said. “Take me for a ride. I 
ended up getting licensed 
commercially in Costa 
Rica to fly gyroplanes.”

The flight school he 
attended in Costa Rica 
trained people to fly and 
also did tours.  

“It’s something you 
can’t do in America,” Butts 
said. “You can’t use a gy-
roplane to do commercial 
operations here techni-
cally. They could just take 
one person at a time.”

The gyroplanes just had 
two seats. 

“They had five [gyro-
planes] and two pilots, 
and they would do these 
20 minute flights along 
the beaches called Sama-
ra, Buena Vista, and Corel, 
Butts said,. “Corel is where 
they filmed part of “Ju-
rassic Park.” It was a gor-
geous flight. 

Then, he decided to 
move his family to “the 
lower 48”. Butts said he 
still has the property in 
Alaska and rents their 
home there. One of the 
friends he made in Costa 
Rica said some police de-
partments were interested 
in purchasing a gyroplane.

“They said, ‘You’re 
the only one we know in 

America that can fly one 
of these, so would you help 
us work this out?’” Butts 
said. “So I went to Wash-
ington D.C. and met with 
the Department of Jus-
tice, and then I flew a gy-
roplane from Washington 
D.C. to Bainbridge, Mary-
land, across the bay.” 

A police department 
there decided to purchase 
a gyroplane, and one in 
Tombaugh bought one. 

“I flew it for a light sport 
expo air show in January 
all the way to Florida and 
back,” Butts said. “At one 
point, it was 12 below zero, 
and I [wore] all my ther-
mal gear from Alaska. It 
had an open cockpit, so it 
was like being on a snow-
mobile all day long just 
doing about 100 miles per 
hour. 

“I bought my own MTL 
Sport shortly after and 
flew it from Houston all 
the way to Wisconsin to 
the Oshkosh Air Show,” 
Butts said. “That [gyro-
plane] has flown more 
places than probably any 
other one in the country. 
In a year and four months, 
I put 750 hours on that 
one machine. That’s not 
including all the other ma-
chines that I flew. 

“Then I sold my first 
one, and bought a new 
one and custom designed 
an engine mount that no 
one else had ever done and 
put that into the new one,” 
Butts said. “That one is a 
year old, and I have flown 
[it] 400 hours. Since then, 
I’ve built five others of dif-
ferent models and flown 

them all over the country.
Last fall Butts starred 

in one of National Geo-
graphic’s doomsday prep-
per episodes.  

“National Geographic 
called me when I was in 
Michigan testing another 
gyro that had crashed, and 
I repaired,” Butts said. 
“They said they had a gyro 
they wanted me to check 
out for airworthiness and 
fly for them. When I saw 
it, I said, ‘This thing’s not 
going to fly because it’s got 
too many issues.”

National Geographic 
asked to use his.

“It’s reality TV that has 
nothing to do with real-
ity,” Butts said. “They 
put somebody else in my 
front seat, and I was like 
a stunt double in my own 
aircraft. For safety sake, 
they had to have me fly it 
because the other guy was 
not qualified to fly my ma-
chine. My machine was a 
$70,000 machine, and his 
was $30,000 and wasn’t 
airworthy. 

“Now, I’m doing some 
commercial flying,” Butts 
said. “I was up in Alaska 
flying over the Bearing Sea 
this spring hauling cargo 
in for the natives. I came 
back here, and Silver Air-
ways asked me to go fly 
down for them in the Ba-
hamas. I’ll be flying twin 
turbine SABS. They do 
commuter flights in and 
out of the Bahamas. I’ll do 
my gyro stuff three days a 
week. 

“This will be the first 
time I’ve been employed 
by somebody else in five 

years,” Butts said.  
“Lately, people have 

been calling me saying 
‘I’ve crashed this aircraft. 
Can you help me figure 
out how to fix it possibly?’” 
Butts said. “Or, ‘I just built 
this one. Can you test fly 
it first and make sure it’s 
trim and flying correctly 
so I don’t kill myself?’ I’ve 
been involved in the last 12 
months doing those. 

“I’ve seen a lot of people 
wreck, and I’ve seen one of 
my good friends killed in 
a gyroplane because there 
was an error in how it was 
built,” Butts said. “The 
rotor had separated and 
killed him. I did the inves-
tigation with the FAA on 
that. My biggest concern 
on that accident was that 
they would move some-
thing before they figured 
out what caused it. 

“That happens a lot,” 
Butts said. “[The FAA] 
doesn’t understand the 
aircraft, because these are 
uncommon aircraft, and 
they start moving things 
and lose the possibility 
of finding out what hap-
pened. Luckily, we figured 
it out rather quickly. We 
were able to flag this and 
say, ‘This is what hap-
pened here. Check your 
aircraft and make sure this 
doesn’t happen to you.’ 

“I went down to Costa 
Rica on vacation, got a li-
cense and a guy asked me 
to do something down 
here,” he said of what he 
called serendipity. 

“Sometimes, you’ve 
got to seize it or miss the 
chance,” he said.

GyRo CoPTER continued from page 2

travel experience to Amer-
ican’s customers connect-
ing to our extensive global 
network.”

The new E175s will of-
fer American Airlines cus-
tomers a more seamless 

transition from mainline 
to regional flights with 12 
First Class seats, 20 Main 
Cabin Extra seats offering 
additional legroom and 44 
seats in the Main Cabin. 
The aircraft will also fea-

ture modern cabin ele-
ments including in-flight 
Wi-Fi, full-size overhead 
bins, more spacious lava-
tories, leather seats and 
adjustable headrests. Pow-
ered by General Electric 

CF34 engines, the E175 
also is one of the most fuel 
efficient 76-seat aircraft in 
the market today.

SOURCE American 
Airlines

CoMPASS continued from page 3
for at least a year, pending the results of further study, 
testing and reliability experience of the 787, which has 
experienced numerous emergency landings, canceled 
flights and aircraft groundings since 2012 due to me-
chanical problems.

SOURCE FlyersRights.org

FLyERS RIGHTS continued from page 7
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FUN AND GAMES

This article is a little late 
for Mother’s Day, which we 
celebrated last month, but I 

still wanted 
to submit 
it. 

I am 
blessed to 
say that I 
still have 
a living 
m o t h e r 
who is 89 
years young 
and will 
reach the 

ripe age of 90 in Septem-
ber of this year. My mother 
birthed 10 children that are 
all still on this side. Back in 
the day, mothers didn’t always 
have the privilege of feeding 
their children milk brought 
and produced from markets 
and stores. Many times chil-
dren survived from the milk 
fed them from mother her-
self. 

As I look at our society, 
many of the mothers are 
going back to raising their 
children from milk directly 
from the mother, as it has 
been proven that this milk 
is great for the child’s health 
and growth. Please enjoy the 
article below submitted from 
a local school. (Author Un-
known)

Students in an advanced 
Biology class were taking 
their mid-term exam.

The last question was, 
“Name seven advantages of 
Mother’s Milk,” worth 70 
points or none at all.

One student, in particu-
lar, was hard put to think of 
seven advantages. He wrote:

1.) It is perfect formula for 
the child.

2.) It provides immunity 
against several diseases.

3.) It is always the right 
temperature.

4.) It is inexpensive.
5.) It bonds the child to 

mother, and vice versa.
6.) It is always available as 

needed.
And then, the student was 

Blessings from Mother

BIShOP “DD” 
hAyES

ChAPEl NEWS

stuck. Finally, in desperation, 
just before the bell indicating 
the end of the test rang, he 
wrote...

7.) It comes in cute con-
tainers.

HE GOT AN “A”!
Take care and “I’ll see you 

in the terminals!”
For more information, 

visit www.dfwchapel.org .

U.S. travel agencies’ air ticket sales 
continue ahead of 2013 by 4.73 percent  

ARLINGTON, Va. -- 
ARC, the financial settle-
ment link between air-
lines and travel sellers, 
reported June 17 that the 
consolidated dollar value 
of airline tickets sold by 
U.S.-based travel agen-
cies rose 4.73 percent* 
year-over-year in the first 

five months of 2014 com-
pared to the same period 
last year, totaling $40.8 
billion versus $39 billion 
in 2013.

Ticket transactions 
through May 2014 in-
creased 1.89 percent over 
the same period in 2013 to 
65.4 million. Year-to-date 

passenger segments in-
creased 2.6 percent to 151 
million compared to 147.2 
million in 2013.

*Ticket Sales
Results based on 

monthly sales data ending 
May 31, 2014 from 13,405 
U.S. retail and corporate 
travel agent locations, sat-

ellite ticket printing offices 
and online travel agencies.

Results do not include 
sales of tickets purchased 
directly from airlines.

Total sales are equal to 
the total amount paid for 
a ticket, which includes 
taxes and fees.

SOURCE ARC



June 25-July 1, 2014DFW NEWSFLASHwww.dfwnewsflash.com      972-870-1992    Page 11

FUN AND GAMES

Newsflash 972-870-1992

Home delivery 
carrier needed

Seeking an energetic and 
self-motivated individual. 
 Requirements: 
	 •	Reliable	Transportation
	 •	Valid	Driver’s	License
	 •	Current	Auto	insurance
	 •	Good	Driving	Record
	 •	Positive	attitude	with	
	 		willingness	to	learn
	 •	Basic	computer	skills
$20	per	hour	earning	po-
tential.

Call	Tammy	Pompa	
at 214-676-1145 

for more information.

EMPLOYMENT

SALON

EMPLOYMENT

Lambs’	Painting	&	
Remodeling

Quality	work	at	affordable	prices
call 214-730-2684

ERP	Programmer	III	for	
TAMKO	Building	Products,	Inc	
to	work	at	Irving,	TX	loc.	SAP	
Process	Integration	(PI)/ABAP	

development	[devt]	to	support	
new	&	existing	software	aps,	
incl	SAP	ERP	Central	Compo-
nent,	CRM,	PI,	Oracle	&	HANA	
systems.	DEVT	incl:		Architect,	
design	dev	&	support	PI	sys-
tems	between	SAP;	Support	

integ	of	non-SAP	aps;	Maintain	
EDI	inter-faces	&	mappings;	

Config	&	implem	adapters;	and	
Config	BIC/SeeBurger	transfor-
mations.	PRODUCTION	incl:	

EMPLOYMENT

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
Sales@DFWNewsFlash.com

Independent	Salon	space		
available	for	LEASE	in	Irving
	Call	Peggy	817-235-0052

Monitor	EDI;	Resolve	cus-tomer	
support	issues;	Moni-tor	sys	
perf;	and	Assist	with	upgrades	
&	new	releases.	OVERALL	

duties	incl:	Trans-late	reqs	into	
user-centric	designs;	Time	es-
timates;	Assist	w/	training	con-
tent	&	delivery;	Documentation;	
Assist	to	define	best	practic-es.		
Also	use	technologies	incl	FTP,	
IDOC,	HTTP,	JDBC,	SOAP,	
XML,	JAVA,	PLSQL,	and	rel.	

Some	travel	may	be	involved.	
Requires	MS	in	Comp	Sci,	IS	or	
relat-ed	field	and	2	yrs	relevant	
exp;	or	BS	in	rel	field	and	5	yrs	
relev	exp.	Relevant	exp	to	incl	
SAP	PI,	EDI,	BIC/SeeBurger.	
(May	un-dergo	pre-hire	back-
ground	checks.)	Resume	to	

Atten-tion:	ERP	Programmer	III,	
P.O.	Box	72,	Joplin,	MO	64802.	

EOE

ing passenger service at DFW. He does a great job of 
balancing the complex operations of running an airport, 
while taking care of the needs of our employees and cus-
tomers. Jeff is ready to take on the challenge of keeping 
our Dallas/Fort Worth hub running smoothly.” 

Last week, American announced that current DFW 
vice president Art Pappas has chosen retire after a 37 
year career at the airline.

SOURCE American Airlines Group

PLANT continued from page 4



June 25-July 1, 2014 DFW NEWSFLASHPage 12 972-870-1992    www.dfwnewsflash.com


