
By Jess Paniszczyn
A devastating, unforeseen at-

tack on the U.S. naval base at Pearl 
Harbor on Oahu, Hawaii, Dec. 7, 
1941, plunged America head first into 
World War II. 

In his senior year of classes at 
Texas Tech in the fall of 1942, Fiske 
Hanley was invited to join the war ef-
fort by his local draft board. He served 
as an engineer on a B-29, Flying 
Fortress, in the Pacific Theater until 
his plane was shot down, and he was 
captured. Throughout his service to 
the U.S. Army Air Corps, Hanley bore 
witness to some rare moments of the 
war and lived to tell the tale. 

In honor of VJ-Day, Aug. 14, the 
Daughters of World War II sponsored 
a lecture and book signing by Hanley 
at the Frontiers of Flight Museum.

“Seventy-two years ago I was in 
my college dorm room and I got this 
special looking letter from my draft 
board,” Hanley said. “I was a senior 
aeronautical engineering student in 
the fall of 1942. I opened this enve-
lope and it said, ‘Greetings, you have 
been selected to be in the United 
States Armed Forces.’ 

“I was to graduate the next 
spring. I had taken civilian pilot 
training at the government’s expense 
and had a pilot’s license. I figured as 
a graduate engineer I could do a bet-
ter job being something other than a 
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By Genesis Bishop
It’s been all over the news, social media and in of-

fices all across the nation for roughly a month – people 
being challenged to dump buckets of ice water over 
their heads in the name of fundraising.

On Monday, August 25, Mayor Beth Van Duyne; 
and council members Oscar Ward, Gerald Ferris and 
Brad LaMorgese joined in the fun as they stood out 

in front of Irving City Hall and each had a bucket of 
ice-filled water dumped on their heads. 

Council member Dennis Webb, excused himself 
from participating, but remained in the spirit of the 
event.

“I’m not having a bucket of ice dumped on my 
head, but I am paying to dump one on someone else,” 

By Genesis Bishop
A very special presentation 

was made to five Coppell firefighter 
paramedics during the Coppell City 
Council regular meeting on Tuesday, 
August 26.

After the Pledge of Allegiance, 
the council floor was handed over to 
Coppell Fire Chief Kevin Richardson.

“Thank you for having us this 
evening. This is a very special occa-
sion for the fire department as we 
recognize our firefighters who have 
earned a life saving award,” Rich-
ardson said. “You know when you 
tell a firefighter that they’re going to 
receive an award they’ll tell you that 
they’re just doing their job, but in this 

situation it had a tremendous impact 
on a citizen here in Coppell and we 
wanted to share this with you.”

The firemen were, not only, be-
ing recognized for saving a life, but for 
the long-term results of their quick 
response and exhaustive efforts.

“These five firemen were on duty 
and had responded to a report of a 
motor vehicle accident,” Richardson 
said. “The driver had apparently 
suffered a hear attack while driving, 
became unconscious, then crashed 
the vehicle.”

Richardson was referring to 
Coppell resident Lance Sylvester 
who, after losing consciousness ca-

By Genesis Bishop
During their regular meeting, 

the Lions Club of Irving was treated 
to a special presentation on the 
World Services for the Blind (WSB) 
by former Lions District Governor, 
Kathy Fletcher at Los Lupes Mexican 
Restaurant in Irving August 27.

“I’m kind of preaching to the 
crowd here when I talk about the 
World Services for the Blind,” Fletch-
er told Lions Club members, “because 
I went back and I checked and I 
said, ‘I think they’ve already made 
their 100 percent contribution to the 
World Services for the Blind’ and you 
have, so I appreciate that.”

For the sake of newer Lions Club 
members and guests in attendance, 
Fletcher explained the importance 
of the WSB.

“Blindness does not discrimi-
nate against anybody,” she said. “It 
can strike without regard to age, race, 
religion, sex or nationality.

“In the United States alone, 
more than 25 million people are blind 
or have a severe visual impairment 
that causes them to make judgments 
in their careers and everyday lives.”

The mission of WSB is to em-
power blind or visually impaired 
adults in the United States and 
around the world to achieve sustain-
able independence.

WSB was founded by Roy 
Kumpe in 1947 to serve blind or vi-
sually impaired people who needed 
to learn independent living skills or 
job training skills tailored to the spe-
cial requirements of their individual 
impairments.

The goal of WSB then and today, 
is to empower blind or visually im-
paired adults to achieve sustainable 
independence through life skills, ca-
reer training and community access. 
Since its birth, WSB has served more 
than 12,000 people from all 50 states 

Gamers gather 
to compete 
in Irving
By Genesis Bishop

Faces of intense concentration 
were trained on dozens of old TVs 
and a couple of newer flat screens as 
game play heated up at the Marriott 
of Las Colinas on August 16.

The games: Super Smash Broth-
ers –Melee and Project M. The 
system: Nintendo GameCube. The 
competition: Fierce.

Some of the nation’s top gamers 
met to duke it out in the traditional 

Coppell City Council, 
fire department 
honor firefighters

Lions give 100 percent 
to charity for the blind
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Former POW shares his story 
in celebration of V-J Day
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Competitors put their game faces on as they duke it out on the screen in a two-on-two 
tournament August 16. Gamers from across the nation came to the second annual Super 
Smash Brothers Tournament held at the Marriott of Las Colinas. / Photo by Genesis Bishop

Mayor Beth Van Duyne and fellow council members submit to a challenge issued by Fort Worth Mayor Betsy Price to complete 
the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge or pay up for a good cause August 25. The phenomenon is sweeping across organizations across 
Irving and has taken the City by storm. / Photo courtesy of ICTN

From college student to B-29 engineer to 
Japanese POW, WWII brought momentous 
changes to Fiske Hanley’s life, which 
he shares through lectures like the one 
sponsored by the Daughters of World War 
II in celebration of VJ-Day and through his 
book. / Photo by John Starkey
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Melee mode of Super Smash Broth-
ers and the modded version of Brawl 
dubbed ‘Project M’, which makes the 
mode more like melee.

“We have the brawl version, but 
people don’t really like brawl, so we 
modded it to essentially be exactly 
like melee and that’s called ‘Project 
M’,” tounament organizer, Bill Wet-
tingfeld of Tourney Locator, said. 
“People from around the nation came 
here to play. We have the best person 
in the world at the Smash Series.”

Wettingfeld was referring to 
reigning champion Jason Zimmer-
man, better known in the gaming 
community as “Mew2King”

Last year was the first time that 
Wettingfeld put on this tournament 
and it was held in a cramped game 
store where the internet connection 
wasn’t reliable and there wasn’t 
enough room for the over 100 players 
to compete comfortably.

This year, Wettingfeld shelled 
out the big bucks, in hopes of a return 
through players, for a banquet hall 
at the Marriott and was pleasantly 
surprised by the results.

“Typically we have a really dif-
ficult time finding a venue, because 
you’re never really guaranteed how 
many are actually going to come. So 
you have to put the money where 
your mouth is,” Wettingfeld said. 
“This venue cost us a couple thousand 
to be able to get, so if people don’t 
come we’re out a couple thousand 
dollars.

“So we try to go with game 
stores, but the problem with game 

stores are that … typically internet 
providers screw over small business-
es and they charge out the wazoo just 
to have even a fraction of internet and 
we have two different streams set up.

“We have one stream set up for 
Super Smash Brothers Video Game 
Boot Camp. Their on Twitch and 
their also on YouTube and then we 
also have Tourney Locator.

“We need a certain amount of 
internet upload speed to be able to 
actually stream the Twitch, right? 
The problem is that internet provid-
ers charge up to $200 for one meg 
upload and you need two megs per 
stream.

“It’s terrible. It’s the worst pos-
sible thing. A general consumer pays 
somewhere around $50 to $60 to get 
the same amount, so it’s really hard 
to find venues,” he said.

Wettingfeld does host a weekly 
tournament series that they stream 
at Milo’s Anime Armory in Louisville.

“That gets us about 50 players 
every week and it’s primarily ‘Project 
M’,” he said.

As for a tournament of this size, 
with this many players from across 
the nation, Wettingfeld has his eyes 

set on growth in the future.
“For this tournament series this 

is only the second one, but we will be 
doing every year from now on,” he 
said. “Now that we know we can suc-
cessfully pull this many players and 
they see the quality of our product.”

Out of over 140 players it came 
down to just 4 winners. The results 
were as follows: 

SUPER SMASH BROTHERS MELEE
One on One: Jason “Mew2King” Zimmer-
man
Two vs. Two: Robert “Wobbles” Wright 
and Weston “Westballz” Dennis
SUPER SMASH BROTHERS PROJECT M
One on One: Jason “Mew2King” Zimmer-
man
Two vs. Two: Jason “Mew2King” Zimmer-
man and Sean “Infinity” Horne

Wettingfeld was aided in pull-
ing off this massive tournament by 
cohorts Rob Dickson, Event Co-
ordinator, and Sean Horne, Video 
Production Director.

The Gallery of Artists: Diverse Artistic 
Expressions or Nature
August 16 – September 14

A collaborative group called The Gallery 
of Artists (GOA) returns to the Irving Arts 
Center for a month long exhibit with lectures, 
demonstrations, and artist talks the first and last 
weekends of the show.  
Original artwork in a variety of media will be 
included. Participating artists: Robert Louis 
Caldwell, James Gary Hines II, Jan Martin 
McGuire, Sally Maxwell, and Dale Weiler. With 
Guest Artists: Jocelyn Russell and Julie Askew. 
Admission is free and the exhibit is available for 
viewing in the Irving Arts Center Main Gallery.

Boobies, Babies and Baseball Expo
August 30, 7:05 p.m.

Join the AirHogs of Grand Prairie as they host 
the first annual Boobies, Babies and Baseball 
Expo to raise awareness and understanding for 
public breastfeeding.  
The event will feature a “Latch-On” during the 
7th Inning Stretch. Admission is free for all 
breastfeeding mothers and their families. For 
more information call 972-504-9383

Biker Day
August 31, 1 p.m.

Join the AirHogs of Grand Prairie as they host 
Biker Day. Admission is free for all motorcyclists. 
For more information call 972-504-9383.

A David Small World
Through August 31

Filled with his trademark wit and whimsy, 
the exhibit features 70 original works by 
Caldecott Medal award-winning illustrator 
and author, David Small. This exhibition was 
organized and toured by the National Center for 
Children’s Illustrated Literature in Abilene, Texas. 
Admission is free and the exhibit is available 
for viewing in the Irving Arts Center Carpenter 
Hall Lobby.

Bedford Blues and BBQ Festival
August 30-31, 3-11 p.m.

Every Labor Day Weekend, Bedford welcomes 
over 100,000 music and food lovers from all 
over the world to get their groove on. Two days 
of blues and rock musicians along with down 
home southern BBQ, the 5th annual Bedford 
Blues and BBQ Festival is sure to please the 
senses.  
The venue across the street from the Bedford 
City Hall Complex features plenty of trees and a 
large BBQ cook-off area. Guests who want even 
more shade have the option of enjoying the 
festival in a private Party Cabana or the Party 
Tent.  
One-day general admission is $5 (cash only at 
the gate), kids 5 and under are admitted free. 
Hours: Sat and Sun 3pm-11pm.

 

Simply Beautiful: Photographs from 
National Geographic
Through November 16

Assembled by award-winning National 
Geographic photographer Annie Griffiths, the 
exhibit features more than 50 photographs 
that cover the Society’s core mission areas: 
exploration, wildlife, cultures, science and 
nature. Admission is free and the exhibit is 
available for viewing in the Irving Arts Center 
Dupree Lobby.

Raiders of the Lost Arts Kids’ Works 2014
Through September7

An exhibition, curated by college interns 
features the painting, photography, sculpture 
and more created by Raiders of the Lost Arts 
summer camp students. The exhibit is featured 
in the Focus Gallery at the Irving Arts Center and 
admission is free.

The Red Bull Air Race World 
Championship, September 6-7

The Red Bull Air Race World Championship 
features the world’s best race pilots in a pure 
motorsport competition that combines speed, 
precision and skill. Using the fastest, most agile 
and lightweight racing planes, pilots navigate 
a low-level aerial track made up of air-filled 
pylons 80 feet high. There are several rules 
and safety changes compared to the last race 
three years ago, but one thing remains the 
same: The Red Bull Air Race is the most thrilling 
motorsports competition in the sky.  For more 
info visit www.redbullairrace.com.  The event 
will be held at the Texas Motor Speedway (3545 
Lone Star Cir, Fort Worth).

Learn About Speaking at Toastmasters - 
Open House Event
September 7, 3:00 - 4:30PM

Do you need more confidence speaking in 
public? Thumbs Up Toastmasters is offering 
a chance to see how one overcomes the 
fear of public speaking. The club will host 
an open house featuring sample speeches, 
demonstration meeting and impromptu 
speaking as well. The meeting will take place 
at the Irving YMCA (2200 W Irving Blvd). 
Refreshments will be provided.

Registration for After School Programs 
Now Open

 Irving’s recreation centers are now registering 
elementary school students for after school 
programs. Students will participate in a 
variety of activities in a safe and supervised 
environment. An afternoon snack is provided 
daily. The program is offered on school days from 
2:45 to 6 p.m. at Cimarron, Georgia Farrow, Lee, 
Mustang, Northwest and Senter Park recreation 
centers. The cost of each six-week session is 
$180. Call your local recreation center to check 
availability and register.
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Jayasree “Jaya” Grandhi, M.D. 

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in nephrology, particularly acute renal 
failure, hypertension, and chronic kidney disease. 
✦ Previously at Strong Memorial Hospital in New York, Mercy 
Memorial Hospital in Minnesota, and former member of the faculty at 
Wayne State University. She conducted research at Strong Memorial 
Hospital and Karmanos Cancer Institute.

✦ MBBS at Gandhi Medical College and Hospital in Hyderabad, India; 
Internship at Wayne State University; fellowship in Nephrology at Strong 
Memorial Hospital in New York.

972-823-6422

William A. Smith, Jr., M.D

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in Urology
✦ Graduated from the Indiana University School of Medicine 
✦ Internship in General Surgery at University of Texas Southwestern
✦ Residency in Urology at the University of Texas Southwestern 
✦ Member of the American Urological Association and the American 
Medical Association since 2008
✦ He has special interests in the use of robotics in urology procedures 
and specializes in trauma/reconstruction, endourology, oncology, 
treating kidney stones and female urology.

Dr. Grandhi accepts most major health plans and is accepting new patients.

972-253-4210

NEW PHYSICIAN AT OUR CLINIC

NEW PHYSICIAN AT OUR CLINIC

Hours: 8-5 Monday-Friday
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 210, 
Irving, TX 75061

Dr. Smith accepts most major health plans and is accepting new patients.
Hours: 8-5 Monday-Friday
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 325, 
Irving TX 75061
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Please feel free to join us as Ambucs will provide 4 
Amtrykes to special needs children 7/31/2014, Thursday 
@ Los Lupes from Noon to 1.

 

’14-’15 AMBUCS president

Bruce Burns

LEO HULL AND THE
TEXAS BLUES MACHINE
   September 20, 2014
   6-9 p.m. 
   at Rey’s Mexican restaurant
An evening of casual dining 
and GREAT entertainment 
for a good cause. 

For tickets, call 972-322-9999.

Gamers
Continued from Page 1

Salesmanship Club Charitable Golf of Dallas, host 
organization of the AT&T Byron Nelson Championship, 
announced today that the 2014 Championship raised $5.6 
million for Momentous Institute, bringing the total raised 
since 1968 to more than $137 million and transforming 
more than 100,000 lives.

The Championship proceeds benefit Momentous In-
stitute, powered by Salesmanship Club of Dallas. Through 
its nationally acclaimed school and therapy programs, 
Momentous Institute has been transforming children’s 
lives by building and repairing social emotional health 
since 1920. Momentous Institute is expanding its research 
and training programs for education and mental health 
professionals in an effort to reach thousands of children 
they will never serve directly.

“Transforming kids’ lives is at the heart of this 
tournament and we are incredibly grateful to HP — our 
title sponsor the past 12 years,” Patton Chapman, 2014 
tournament chairman, said.

“In addition to HP’s phenomenal support, we’re 

thankful for our longtime collaborative relationship with 
the City of Irving and surrounding community for pro-
viding an idyllic backdrop each year for the tournament, 
and, of course, all our sponsors who helped the Nelson 
grow and flourish. Looking forward, we are excited to 
work with AT&T to create brighter futures for kids and 
families in our community.”

The funds raised from the Nelson are invested in 
Momentous Institute’s impactful education and mental 
health programs.

“Giving all kids and families an opportunity for suc-
cess, regardless of obstacles, is paramount to the mission 
of Momentous Institute,” says Bill Flaherty, the orga-
nization’s board chair. “Our consistently strong results 
demonstrate how we are truly changing the odds for kids.”

The 2015 AT&T Byron Nelson Championship will 
be played May 25-31 at TPC Four Seasons Resort Las 
Colinas in Irving.

SOURCE: Salesmanship Club 

Charitable Golf of Dallas

All City of Coppell administra-
tive offices, Coppell Municipal Court, 
the Coppell Animal Services facil-
ity, Grapevine Springs Senior and 
Community Center and the William 
T. Cozby Public Library will close 
on Mon., Sept., 1, in observance of 
Labor Day.  

Library materials may be re-
turned through the outdoor book 
drop 24-hours a day. The library’s 
outdoor book drop is available for 
returns and the e-branch is accessible 
to check out downloadable eBooks 
and audiobook(s), renew materials 
and access databases. To access the 

e-branch, visit www.coppelltx.gov, 
click on Library, Catalog.

Garbage and recycle pick-ups 
will not be affected by the holiday. 
The regular collection schedule will 
be followed. 

The Coppell Aquatic Recreation 
Center will be open from 7 a.m. to 7 
p.m. The outdoor pools will be open 
from 1 to 7 p.m.  No Monday classes 
will be held, and child care will not 
be available.

Wagon Wheel Tennis Center will 
be open, Monday holiday hours are 9 
a.m. to 7 p.m.

SOURCE: City of Coppell

All of the Coppell Fire De-
partment’s Administrative Chief 
Officers have been awarded the 
professional designation of Chief 
Fire Officer (CFO) from the Com-
mission on Professional Creden-
tialing.

The process involved several 
years of preparation and awarded 
Fire Chief Kevin Richardson and 
Deputy Chiefs Gregg Loyd and 
Tim Oates the prestigious “CFO” 
designation.

The Chief Fire Officer Des-
ignation Program is a voluntary 
program that recognizes fire of-
ficers who have demonstrated 
excellence and outstanding service 
throughout their career.

Criteria for receiving this 
recognition is a rigorous process 
where applicants must demon-
strate excellence in components 

that include experience, education, 
professional development, profes-
sional contributions, affiliations, 
community involvement and tech-
nical competencies. Applications 
are judged by a Board of Review 
consisting of members of the fire 
and emergency services profes-
sion, academia and municipal 
agencies. Successful candidates 
are recommended for designation 
to the Commission and there are 
only 840 CFOs worldwide.

“To obtain this credential is 
rare in comparison to the number 
of fire departments worldwide, so 
to have all administrative chief of-
ficers obtain this recognition is an 
honor and reflection of our com-
mitment to building community 
through delivery of exceptional 
services,” Richardson said.

SOURCE: City of Coppell

According to Safe Kids USA, 
research shows that one out 
of every six drivers in school 
zones is distracted by the use 
of cell phones, eating, drinking, 
smoking, reaching behind, 
grooming and reading.

Back to school season is here and 
the Irving Fire Department reminds 
everyone to please DRIVE SAFELY, 
ESPECIALLY IN SCHOOL ZONES. 
As drivers we all need to stay very 

alert for children running or playing 
near traffic.

Please keep these simple safety 
tips in mind when taking your kids 
to school or driving through a school 
zone:

• Slow down and be especially 
alert in the residential neighborhoods 
and school zones

• Take extra time to look for kids 
at intersections, on medians and on 
curbs

• Enter and exit driveways and 

alleys slowly and carefully
• Watch for children on and near 

the road in the morning and after 
school hours

• Reduce any distractions inside 
your car so you can concentrate on 
the road and your surroundings

• Put down your phone and don’t 
talk or text while driving

To view this or previous IFD 
Safety Topics you may visit: www.
cityofirving.org/fire/fire-safety.asp

SOURCE: Irving Fire Department

Irving Fire Department offers tips on school zone safety

Byron Nelson Championship raises $5.6 million

CFD Chiefs Earn Esteemed Designation

Coppell City Offices Closed for Labor Day
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Webb said.
Webb was responsible for 

dumping a five-gallon bucket of ice 
and water on Van Duyne’s head.

Van Duyne organized the publi-
cally displayed challenge after being 
called upon to complete it by an Ir-
ving resident and Fort Worth Mayor 
Besty Price.

 The “ALS Ice Bucket Challenge” 
has been dousing people with freez-
ing cold water to raise money for re-
search into the disease which effects 
roughly 30,000 Americans.

The deal is that, if someone is 
challenged, they have 24 hours to 
complete the challenge or make a 
donation to the cause.

The ALS Association, between 
July 29 and August 12, raised over 
4 million dollars compared to only 
one million in the same time period 
last year, and the trend is growing 
as more and more people get “called 
out” to complete the challenge.

“We have nerve seen anything 
like this in the history of the disease,” 
Barbara Newhouse, President and 
CEO of the ALS Association, said. 
“We couldn’t be more thrilled with 
the level of compassion, generosity 
and sense of humor that people are 
exhibiting as they take part in the 
impactful viral initiative.”

During their challenge Van 
Duyne passed on the challenge to 
other key Irving figures includ-
ing Irving ISD Board of  Trustees 
President , Larry Stipes; Irving ISD 
Superintendent Dr. Jose Parra and 
Irving’s brand new City Manager, 
Chris Hillman.

Hillman, who was attending 
the soaking of the council members, 
answered the challenge right there on 
the spot – suit, tie and all.

From there, the challenge spread 

to other branches of the city leading 
to the morning of Thursday, August 
28.

City officials including chamber 
of commerce president, Beth Bowan; 
police chief, Larry Boyd; fire chief, 
Victor Conley, city secretary Shanae 
Jennings; police officer, Naya Pope; 
assistant city manager, Ramiro 
Lopes; interim assistant city man-
ager, Max Durant and many more 
gathered together as they took turns 
duming buckets – and large trash 
cans – on one another’s heads from 
the top of one of the city’s fire trucks.

There’s no telling just how far 
through Irving the challenge will 
spread, but residents and leaders are 
doing their part to spread awareness 
and participate.

“While the monetary donation 
are absolutely incredible,” Newhouse 

said, “the visibility that this disease is 
getting as a result of the challenge is 
truly invaluable. 

“People who have never before 
heard of ALS are now engaged in the 
fight to find treatments and a cure 
for ALS.”

Currently, there is only one drug 
approved by the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration to treat ALS, which 
only modestly extends survival by 
two to three months. Consequently, 
ALS is 100 percent fatal.

In addition to acclimating to the 
challenges that come with losing con-
trol of voluntary muscle movement, 
people with the disease progressively 
lose their ability to eat, speak, walk 
and eventually breathe.

For more information on ALS 
and how to participate in the Ice 
Bucket Challenge, visit www.alsa.org.

Keep Irving Beautiful invites the 
community to attend the 23rd An-
nual Trash Bash on Saturday, Sept. 
27 from 9 a.m. to noon. 

The location for this year’s event 
is T.W. Richardson Grove Park, 333 
E. Interstate Highway 635 (LBJ), at 
the northeast corner of Valley View 
and I-635. 

The cleanup is once again be-
ing held on National Public Lands 
Day, and will be one of many similar 
events occurring across the country 
that day. 

The nation’s largest single-day 
volunteer event for public lands 
raises awareness of environmental 
issues like litter, and encourages 
everyone to lend a hand to make a 
difference in their community. 

Volunteers of all ages are invited 
to participate. KIB will provide sup-
plies such as litter pickers, trash and 
recycle bags and gloves. 

Lunch will be provided after the 
cleanup, as well as music and prize 
drawings. 

This Trash Bash will also include 

a canned food drive to help feed those 
in our community who are in need.

Each volunteer is asked to bring 
a canned, or other non-perishable 
food item, to the event. These will 
be donated to the Bear Creek Com-
munity Church Food Pantry at 2700 

Finley Road.
Please register at www.cityo-

firving.org/KIB by September 17, 
2014. For more information, call the 
Keep Irving Beautiful office at 972-
721-2175.

SOURCE: Keep Irving Beautiful

Visalakshi Rao Vallury, M.D., Ph.D.

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in Family Practice
✦ University of Illinois College of Medicine 
James Scholar Program for Independent Study

✦ Mt. Sinai Family Practice Residency of Chicago, Illinois
Department of Family Medicine and Community Health

✦ Board Certified, American Academy of Family Physicians

✦ Fluent in English and Telugu

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Suite 325 Irving TX 75061

972-253-4343Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 

Ice Bucket
Continued from Page 1

KIB seeks volunteers for Trash Bash cleanup, food drive

Volunteers from last year’s successful Trash Bash don big smiles before getting to work 
keeping Irving clean. KIB is gearing up, and requesting volunteers, for this year’s Trash 
Bash on September 27. / Photo courtesy of KIB

Back to School Bash
Volunteers at Oak View Baptist 

Church help students and parents 
prepare for school with classroom 
essentials while providing a little 

‘last days of summer’ fun before 
the kids headed back to the daily 

grind of classrooms, textbooks and 
teachers on August 17. 

/ Photos by John Starkey
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Shelby Anne “Sam” Myers
Shelby Anne “Sam” Myers, 

age 86 of Irving, died August 28, 
2014. She was born to Oscar Ceder-
strom and Irene Rooks in DeFuniak 

Springs, Flori-
da on February 
29, 1928. Shel-
by was a char-
ter member of 
Plymouth Park 
Baptist Church, 
owner of Sam’s 
Creations, and 

an active member of Irving Senior 
Center Crafts. She will be missed 
by her beloved husband of 63 years, 
Duane Myers; daughter Anne Deem 
and husband Rick of Cleburne; 
daughter Gail Myers of Bedford; son 
Paul Myers and wife Debra of North 
Richland Hills; daughter Tanya 
Stoller and husband Brad of Col-
leyville, along with 10 grandchildren 
and 10 great grandchildren. A fu-
neral service will be held at 11:00 AM 
on Wednesday, September 3, 2014 
at Plymouth Park Baptist Church 
with Rev. Ken Branam officiating.  
Interment following at 2 PM at Dal-
las Fort Worth National Cemetery. 
Arrangements for the Myers Family 
made especially by Brown’s Memo-
rial Funeral Home.

Dalton August Debrick
Dalton August Debrick, 18 years 

old, of Irving TX, went home to be 
with his Lord on Sunday, August 
24th, 2014. Dalton was born on Au-

gust 18th, 1996 
in Irving, TX to 
parents Danny 
& Debbie De-
brick. We lost 
a great young 
man, whose life 
would seem too 
short to many, 

but those who were touched by him 
understood that the quality of exis-
tence far exceeds the quantity of time 
in which one lives. His personality 
was so amazingly full of life, that it 
touched the hearts of those around 
him at any given time. Dalton would 
never have to speak a word because 
his voice and thoughts could always 
be heard through his contagious 
smile anytime he entered a room. 
Dalton impacted and made a huge 
difference in his community, school, 
church, and with his sports teams. 
He was truly a genuinely kind-
hearted bright young man. With his 
passing, we remind others that his 
life is one to be celebrated. Dalton 
will never be forgotten and will re-
main in our hearts forever. Dalton 
August Debrick is survived by his 
parents Danny and Debbie Debrick; 
brother Devon Debrick; sisters, 
Alexandria Huff and Bailey Bevers, 
Grandmother Marilyn Klingemann; 
Grandparents, Jim and Lois Regan 
and Fred and Judi Debrick. He is 
also survived by numerous aunts, 
uncles, cousins, extended family and 
friends. Dalton August Debrick is 
preceded in death by his Grandfather 
Clarence Klingemann “Paps”, Great 
Grandfather Thomas Saye “Papa 
Tom”, Great Grandfather Dale Mat-
lock “Papa Dale”, and Aunt Misty 
Debrick “Sissy”. In lieu of flowers, 
donations can be made in Dalton’s 
name to the Irving YMCA where he 
grew up participating in many sports 
and activities which inspired him 
to pursue a career in coaching after 
spending many years as an employee 
working with children there.

Antonio C. Gonzalez
Born January 17, 1923; passed 

away August 24, 2014, after a long 
and courageous battle with his ill-
ness. He was born in Thurber, TX, 

on January 17, 
1923, to Miguel 
and Narcisa 
Gonzalez. He is 
survived by his 
very loving and 
devoted wife 
of seventy one 
years, Helen 

Constancio Gonzalez, his children: 
Trini, Steve (wife Erminia), Lucinda 
(husband Rudy). He was a grandfa-
ther who cherished his numerous 
grandchildren and great grandchil-
dren and was respected by his many 
friends. His other child (Victor) 
passed away on February 14, 1970. 
Also survived by sisters Virginia 
(husband Milton) Johanson, Benita 
(husband Jose) Villa, Antonio (wife 
Linda) Gonzalez, Josephine Gutier-
rez and Margaret Martinez, along 
with many nieces and nephews plus 
other relatives. During the depres-
sion years, Antonio went into the Ci-
vilian Conservation Corp (CCCamp), 
a camp of young men that President 
FDR set up for young men who were 
paid to do outdoor work to earn 
money to send home; this was his 
way of helping the family through 
tough times. A Hero to the family, he 
joined the U.S.A. Army Air Force on 
April 12, 1943, through December 13, 
1945, serving in the Wars/Conflicts 
of WWII. He was stationed in Eng-
land with a group whose job included 
inspecting, maintaining aircraft 
parts and assembling airplanes flying 
out of England as well as being a Fly-
ing Fortress tail gunner. England is 
eternally grateful. In his working life 
he was a businessman who carved 
out a living with his skilled hands and 
intelligence. He was a much sought 
after master craftsman primarily in 
the Highland Park area yet found 
time to help others with repairs out 
of sheer generosity. His remains will 
be cremated and ashes spread by his 
family members. 

NOTICES

“The Right Choice
for Over 54 Years.”

Director in Charge Gary Westerman

972-254-4242
www.brownmem.com 

Owned and Operated by
Jeanne Brown & The Brown Family 

Founder

Ben F. Brown

Continuing
The Tradition

OBITUARIES

Arrangements by 
Brown’s Memorial Funeral 
Home, 972-254-4242
Darren Parker Odom 
12/11/1968~ 08/21/2014

Arrangements by Chism-Smith 
Funeral Home, 972-259-7644
Joann Jones
July 6, 1958 - August 24, 2014
Albert Shelton Long
March 8, 1935 - August 24, 2014
Jerry Steve Anderson
August 17, 1948 - August 22, 2014
Antonio Cruz Gonzalez
January 17, 1923 - August 24, 2014
Carol Ann Veach
December 20, 1935 - August 25, 2014
Robert Adam Pifer
December 17, 1920 - August 24, 2014
Carolyn Horton
May 22, 1939 - August 21, 2014

Arrangements by Donnelly’s 
Colonial Funeral Home, 
972-579-1313
Faye Smith
September 17, 1931 – August 22, 2014
Dorothy May Redman
May 29, 1926 – August 22, 2014
George Joseph
May 3, 1956 – August 23, 2014
Guadalupe “Lupe” Ramirez
August 18, 1923 – August 24, 2014
Sharon Hartman
August 18, 1943 – August 24, 2014

OBITUARIES 
To place an obituary notice in the Rambler, 

please contact Tammy Pompa at 972-870-1992. 
Fees apply.

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas 75062

(972) 579-1313
Since 1963

Mike Korzenewski
Funeral Director, Manager

Jayasree “Jaya” Grandhi, M.D. 

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in nephrology, particularly acute renal 
failure, hypertension, and chronic kidney disease. 
✦ Previously at Strong Memorial Hospital in New York, Mercy 
Memorial Hospital in Minnesota, and former member of the faculty at 
Wayne State University. She conducted research at Strong Memorial 
Hospital and Karmanos Cancer Institute.

✦ MBBS at Gandhi Medical College and Hospital in Hyderabad, India; 
Internship at Wayne State University; fellowship in Nephrology at Strong 
Memorial Hospital in New York.

972-823-6422

William A. Smith, Jr., M.D

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in Urology
✦ Graduated from the Indiana University School of Medicine 
✦ Internship in General Surgery at University of Texas Southwestern
✦ Residency in Urology at the University of Texas Southwestern 
✦ Member of the American Urological Association and the American 
Medical Association since 2008
✦ He has special interests in the use of robotics in urology procedures 
and specializes in trauma/reconstruction, endourology, oncology, 
treating kidney stones and female urology.

Dr. Grandhi accepts most major health plans and is accepting new patients.

972-253-4210

NEW PHYSICIAN AT OUR CLINIC

NEW PHYSICIAN AT OUR CLINIC

Hours: 8-5 Monday-Friday
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 210, 
Irving, TX 75061

Dr. Smith accepts most major health plans and is accepting new patients.
Hours: 8-5 Monday-Friday
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 325, 
Irving TX 75061

and 58 countries.
Fletcher, along with other Lions 

Club members, had the opportunity 
to visit the school and see their dona-
tions in action.

“You go through and it’s just 
amazing some of the things that they 
help these students learn how to do,” 
she said. “The basics, like learning 
how to wash your own clothes, how 
to cook your own food.

“We saw people who couldn’t see 
baking cookies. I have a hard time 
doing that being able to see.

“To see people do that and not 
actually be able to see what they’re 
doing is just amazing. They give the 
people there the confidence to do 
[that kind of thing] on their own and 
that’s the main thing. They teach 
them how to do whatever they need 
to do without having to depend on 
somebody.”

Through the years, WSB has 
gradually expanded its services to 
become the most comprehensive 
adult rehabilitation center in the 
world, offering: a complete personal 
adjustment program; nine vocational 
services; a vision rehabilitation clinic; 
an assistive technology learning cen-
ter; job placement assistance; and a 
college prepatory program.

One of the vocational programs 
includes training and placing individ-
uals with the United States Internal 
Revenue Service (IRS).

“If you’re talking to the IRS, the 
likelihood is that you’re talking to one 
of these graduates,” Fletcher said.

Lions Club member Keith Mur-

ray, who also had the opportunity to 
visit the school and meet some of the 
students, expounded on Fletcher’s 
comment.

“They have a contract with the 
IRS,” Murray said. “Roughly 90 per-
cent of the graduates get on with the 
IRS. Their then on a 90-day probation 
period and about 75 to 80 percent end 
up with careers with the IRS.

“One of the retired IRS guys who 
was blind gave us his story about how 
he started out as a student at the 
school and ended up as a supervisor 
with the IRS and retired from them 
30 years later. Definitely a big success 
story,” he said. 

WSB is accredited by the Na-
tional Accreditation Council for Blind 
a Low Vision Services and is financed 
through gifts from both groups and 
individuals, the tuition paid by state 
rehabilitation agencies that purchase 
training services from WSB for their 
clients and through grants.

The campus is located on a full 
city block near the University of Ar-
kansas in Little Rock.

The complex is comprised of 
six, two-story buildings. The training 
capacity at WSB is approximately 
100 clients. On-campus housing can 
accommodate 91 people in the men’s 
and women’s dormitories and in two 
independent-living apartments.

The length of training varies 
with the progress of the individual 
and with their chosen programs, but 
the average period of training is six 
months.

For more information about the 
World Services for the Blind, visit 
www.lwsb.org.

Some information provided by 
the World Services for the Blind.

Lions Club
Continued from Page 1

Pumped up
Body builders of all shapes and sizes show off the bulges of their hard work during the NPC Texas State Championships and IFBB Dallas 
Pro on August 16 at the Irving Convention Center. NPC has facilitated bodybuilding, fitness, figure, bikini and men’s and women’s 
physique competitions around the great State of Texas Since 2010, the organization has offered competitions and divisions from 
beginner to the masters competitor. NPC is the gateway to the IFBB Pro League.  / Photo by Genesis Bishop
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1. MOVIES: Which movie 
character delivered the famous 
tagline: “Why so serious?”

2. EXPLORERS: Who was 
the first explorer to circumnavi-
gate the globe?

3. LITERATURE: What was 
the original title of Jane Austen’s 
“Pride and Prejudice”?

4. INVENTIONS: Who is 
the person credited with invent-

ing Band-Aids?
5.  FAMOUS QUOTA-

TIONS: Who once said, “I don’t 
know the key to success, but the 
key to failure is trying to please 
everybody”?

6. LANGUAGE: In British 
slang, what is a “torch”?

7. MUSIC: Which character 
on “Sesame Street” had a hit 
single with the song “Rubber 
Duckie”?

8. GEOGRAPHY: What 
Central American nation lies be-
tween Honduras and Costa Rica?

9. TELEVISION: Which 
sitcom featured the character 

Cliff Clavin, and what was his 
profession?

10. ANATOMY: What is the 
common name for the axilla?

Answers
1. The Joker (Heath Ledger) 

in “The Dark Knight”
2. Ferdinand Magellan
3. “First Impressions”
4. Earle Dickson
5. Bill Cosby
6. Flashlight
7. Ernie
8. Nicaragua
9. “Cheers,” postal worker
10. Armpit

• It was German philoso-
pher Friedrich Nietzsche who 
made the following sage ob-
servation: “We have art to save 
ourselves from the truth.”

• If you live in Waukegan, 
Illinois, you might be surprised 
to learn that your property tax is 
12 times higher than it would be 
if you lived in Honolulu.

• If you can’t remember the 
word you want to use, you’re suf-
fering from lethologica. But you 

probably won’t remember that 
when it happens.

• A hummingbird weighs 
less than a penny.

• Have you ever made a 
bet when you’d been drinking 
too much, and later wondered 
what you’d been thinking? If 
so, it might make you feel better 
to consider the case of a pilot 
named Thomas Fitzpatrick. In 
1956, he was drinking at a bar 
in New York City when a rather 
boisterous argument ensued 
regarding his flying ability. To 
prove his skills, Fitzpatrick went 
to New Jersey, stole a small plane 
and landed it on the street in 
front of the Manhattan bar -- all 

while allegedly drunk. The story, 
remarkable as it is, doesn’t end 
there. A couple of years later he 
was boasting about the incident, 
but his story was met with disbe-
lief. To prove himself once again, 
he repeated the stunt. 

• The name of the state of 
Idaho comes from the Kiowa-
Apache word “idaahe,” which 
means “enemy.”

• Every spring, one of the 
world’s great migrations occurs. 
At the end of March, 500,000 
cranes descend upon an 80-mile 
stretch of Nebraska land, repre-
senting about 80 percent of all 
the cranes on the planet. 
(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions
   call 469-621-7878

Buttons & Bows Square 
& Round Dance Club 

1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 
Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

Circle I - Square 
& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Friends of The Irving Theater
Second Tuesday at Joe’s Coffee Shop.

7 p.m. to eat/casual meeting at 7:30 p.m.
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thurday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
   Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Los Lupes
 Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876
Irving Noonday Lions

PH 972-409-9940
Every Wed. @ Los Lupes

In the Irving Mall 
Irving Republican

Women’s Club
Meets the second Monday of each month 

(except June, July & August) 
at 7pm at IHOP Restaurant

Hwy 635 @ MacArthur
Irving Retired School

Personnel Association
First Christain Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd.
Irving Women’s Network

Las Colinas Country Club
Fourth Tuesday of every month

11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.
Metroplex Glass Club

Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

972-254-3525
Single Moms Care & Support 

of Irving
2nd and 4th Fridays of each month
6:30 - 8:00 p.m. at the Irving YMCA 

(corner of Irving Blvd. and Story Road)
Free meal! Encouraging meeting! 

Kids welcome!
Thumbs up Toastmasters

Sundays 2:45 p.m.
YMCA Building 2200 W. Irving Blvd. 

 TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Berean Memorial Church
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd

 Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

FUN & GAMES

 CLUBS

RamblerSUBSCRIBE!
214-676-1145

RamblerADVERTISE!
972-870-1992

RamblerTELL US WHAT’S UP!
972-870-1992

RamblerSUBSCRIBE!
214-676-1145

SUBSCRIBE — Only $35 a year 
for weekly home delivery!  

Call 214-676-1145.

RamblerADVERTISE!
972-870-1992

RamblerTELL US WHAT’S UP!
972-870-1992

Rambler

SUBSCRIBE!
214-676-1145

Rambler

SUBSCRIBE!
214-676-1145Rambler
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private in the Army.
“I went down to the local Army 

recruiting office and searched for 
what I might like and that would 
work better for the government. They 
had things for aviation cadets like 
ground type in engineering, weather 
and communications. These were 
non-flying types. As an engineering 
type, I would maintain airplanes 
behind the lines. I figured that was 
good, safe and so on. My talents and 
education would work better that 
way. I signed up for that, and they 
agreed to let me graduate.

My folks came up to Lubbock. I 
had their car. I graduated one night 
and spent the night with a pretty girl,” 
he said. “The next morning I went 
down to the recruiting office to see 
when I was going to be called up. The 
sergeant there handed me my orders 
and a ticket to Boca Raton, Fla.

I said, ‘What about this car?’ 
They said, ‘They will find it.’ I guess 
they did.

“I went down and got on the 
train. I didn’t know were Boca Raton 
was. A truck met me at the station 
and carried me out to this luxurious 
club in Boca Raton. It is still in busi-
ness as a resort. I was there three 
months, and we cadets about ruined 
that place.

“When basic training was up, we 
aviation engineer types were sent up 
to Yale University, another interest-
ing place,” Hanley said. “There were 
about 100 of us. We were there for 
six months, and we learned how to 
maintain airplanes.

“We graduated from Yale in Feb-
ruary 1944; about 10 of us got orders 
not to be maintenance officers, but to 
be flight engineers on B-29’s. I did not 
know what a B-29 was.

We reported to the Boeing fac-
tory in Seattle. We were out there 
three months learning about the 
B-29. Then we came down to Denver 
where we got our flight training in 
B-29’s, but no B-29s. We trained in 
B-17s and B 24’s.

“After that, I was assigned to 
the 504 bomb group training in 
Fairmont, Neb. We finally got some 
B-29s before Christmas in 1944,” he 
said. “We flew up and got checked out 
on the B-29. 

“In my crew, I was a second lieu-
tenant. Our airplane commander was 
a second lieutenant. My data rank 
was above his, but he and I drank 
together, and got along real good.

“We were a low ranking crew. 
Those B-29s got the best of the best: 
captains, majors and so on. We went 
to Harrington, Kan. where we got a 
brand-new B-29.

“We landed at the big Honolulu 
airport. I was in charge of the main-
tenance of that airplane. By the time 
I got out of my seat, there were about 
100 maintenance people down there 
tearing the engines down. I said, ‘Get 
off my airplane.’ They said, ‘Lieuten-
ant, get out of our way.’ They rebuilt 
the airplane in Hawaii getting it ready 
for the war. It took a lot of doing, so 
we were there about a week.

“We landed Jan. 12, 1945, on 
Saipan. We climbed out of our air-
plane. There were a lot of high-rank-
ing officers out there, and they took 
our airplane away from us,” Hanley 
said. “The 73rd Wing on Saipan had 
bad battle losses in bombings, so they 
needed airplanes. They put us on a 
war weary B-24, and we flew over 
to Tinian. 

“The 504 bomb group was the 
best bomb group in the whole Air 
Force, and I’ll tell you why. While 
we were in training in Nebraska, Col. 
Tibbets, who dropped the atomic 
bombs, came there and took our 
best squadron, the 393. We had 
three squadrons the 398, 393 and 
421. They went over Utah where they 
became the bomb droppers.

“Our wing the 313, which had 
four groups in it, had about 50 bomb-
ers; we flew up and bombed Iwo 
before the Marines took it at 25,000 
feet. In other words, at 5 miles up 
with a full load of 500 pound bombs 
like you were going to hit Tokyo. We 
tried to hit this Japanese airfield, and 
we missed it badly. Eighty percent 
of our bombs were out in the water, 
20 percent hit the edge of the island, 
which turned out to be the Marine 
invasion beaches. We didn’t like 
that one bit. These jet stream winds 
caused that. The bomb site just 
couldn’t cope with that.

“I understand from my Marine 
friends, when they got there a few 
weeks later on Feb. 19, that the Japs 
had the island all zeroed in with their 
artillery. The Marines came in and 
here are some bomb holes there that 
we made, so we have a reputation as 
foxhole builders.

“We had more practice missions 
to a couple other strongholds. Then 
we started bombing the Japanese 
homeland, and we were not hitting 
anything. They had been bombing 
Japan from China and Saipan, not 

doing any good at all. This airplane 
was to stop the war by bombing Ja-
pan out of the war, and (the plane) 
was not doing it,” he said. “So Gen. 
Arnold, head of the Air Force in 
Washington did something really 
good. From Europe, he got a general 
by the name of Curtis LeMay, brought 
him over and put him in charge of the 
20th Air Force.

On Feb. 9, 1945, he came up 
with the first incendiary bombing 
raid. There were four of them on 
Japanese cities: Tokyo, Nagoya, Kobe 
and Osaka. These were major cities. 
We bombed Tokyo first. About 1,200 
B-29s hit Tokyo, and I was on that 
mission.

“We bombed not at 25,000 feet; 
we went in at 4,000 to 6,000 feet 
with full incendiary bomb loads. We 
figured, this is going to be murder. 
The Japanese could shoot us even 
with their rifles at that height. But we 
surprised them, and we lost very few 
airplanes that night.” 

“We burned out over 16 square-
miles of Tokyo. We killed more than 
100,000 Japanese,” Hanley said. 
“That is more than either atomic 
bomb killed. That is the way wars are 
won. I flew three of those four mis-
sions. We really ruined those towns.

“In my Kwanzaa hut, there were 
three officer troops, five men each. 
There were 15 of us. By the time we 
were shot down, both the other crews 
were gone. The battle losses were real 
bad. The B-29s were not real good 
airplanes. They ran out of gas, the en-
gines broke; they caught on fire and 
all kinds of bad things. The Marines 
had not taken Iwo yet, so we had to 
fly the 1,500 miles to Tokyo and back. 
We had to fly around Iwo because the 
Japanese had many fighters there 
that gave us trouble.

“We flew 35 missions before we 
were sent home. The way we were 
getting shot down, we didn’t see any 
hope. Our sixth mission came up. We 
dropped mines in Japanese harbors 
called operation Starvation to stop 
all goods coming into or going out 
of Japan. My wing the 313 did all of 
that mining, and the 504 was the lead 
bomb group.

“On March 27, 1945, we loaded 
up with 12, 1,000-pound, naval 
mines. These had to be placed very 
accurately, because they had to be 
swept for the upcoming invasion,” 
he said. “When I was in Hawaii, my 
friend told me the plans for the inva-
sion of Japan, operation Olympic, 
Nov. 1, 1945 for Kyushu; and March 
6, 1946 operation Coronet, which was 
the Tokyo plan.

“We dropped our mines, but the 
Japanese had broken our codes. Our 
country still doesn’t admit that, but 
I know it. The Japanese knew the 
invasion of Okinawa was going to 

take place April 1, 1945, and this is 
March 27. Unbeknownst to us and 
our intelligence, the main units of the 
Japanese Navy were going through 
the Shimonoseki Straits on the way to 
Okinawa including the big battleship 
Yamato, which was bigger than any 
of our battleships.

“We found that out. Whenever 
we dropped our mines we had to be 
real close, so they could be swept by 
radar. Up ahead as we approached 
the island at night, we could see 
searchlights coming on, and air-
planes being shot down.

“I’m trying to keep the engines 
running, and we are dropping the 
mines accurately. I’m looking out of 
the right-hand window. There were 
engines out there, and they were on 
fire. The gunners reported all engines 
on fire,” Hanley said. “My job was to 
keep those engines running and to 
get us out to sea where the Navy had 
ships and submarines.

“The navigator made signs to get 

the fire extinguisher from beside my 
station. I wondered why, but I gave 
it to him. He went behind this big 
upper gun turret that had four big 50 
calibers. The next thing I know, epic 
flames and smoke are coming into 
the forward cabin. The navigator and 
radio operator were back there, and 
they were incinerated.”

The plane was engulfed in flames 
and the cockpit filled with smoke. 
Hanley forced open the nose wheel 
hatch, which drew the smoke out. 
Unable to escape out of the rear of 
the plane, Hanley lowered the land-
ing gear. He and another crewman 
bailed out through the hatch. 

American service men had no 
information about whether the Japa-
nese were taking prisoners. While 
descending to earth, Hanley decided 
to attempt to surrender. He landed 
in a rural rice paddy. 

“There were about 200 Japanese 
rice farmers making a big circle about 

To advertise your 
house of worship 

in the Rambler, call today!

972-870-1992

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m

CATHOLIC

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Holy Family of Nazareth
Catholic Church

One block north of Hwy 183 
on Esters Rd.

Sat. 5:30pm, Sun. 8am, 
10am, 12pm, 5:30pm

972-252-5521
www.HolyFamilyChurch.net

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST  

LUTHERAN

First Christian Church
114 West Grauwyler Rd. 75061

972-579-0911
Sunday School for all ages-9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship- 10:45 a.m.

Northgate
United Methodist Church

3700 West Northgate, 75062
972-252-8519     www.northgateumc.org
Worship Service 8:15 AM in the Dome

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:45 AM in the WAC 

at the rear of the complex

St. Stephen’s Presbyterian Church  
1621 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Irving, TX 75061  972-259-8744
www.ststephensirving.org

Sunday Bible Classes 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:50 a.m.

Good Shephard 
Lutheran Church

2620 W. Grauwyler Rd. 
Irving, TX 75061

972-579-0911
www.gslcirving.com

Sunday Worship at 9 a.m.
Summer Bible Study at  10:30 a.m. 

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:30 p.m.
972.790.8606 

www.BeltLineChurch.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third, 75060

972-253-3531    www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall

UNITED METHODIST

UNITY CHURCH

PRESBYTERIAN USA

WORSHIP

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class

11:00 AM Service 
& Children’s Church

Reverend Frank Pounders 
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
 972-253-5083

unitychurchofirving.com

Offering Youth Sports, Family Wellness Programs,
Swim Lessons, Play & Learn, Youth & Government

and A�er school programs designed to have
posi�ve impact on our community.

Strengthening the Founda�on 
of our Irving Community

Irving Family YMCA
2200 W. Irving Blvd. 

Irving TX 75061
www.irvingymca.org

972-986-8898

We’re for youth development, 
healthy living and 
social responsibility.

Heritage Church-PCG
1501 S. Briery Rd. 
Irving, TX 75060

Phone # 972-986-4200 or
www.heritagechurchpcg.com

BIBLE CHURCH

Serving Irving For Over 40 Years

◆ Family Dining ◆ 

◆ Homestyle Cooking ◆
◆ All You Can Eat Food Bar After 5 p.m. ◆ 

◆ Lite-eaters Selection ◆ 

Visit Our Other Locations

BREAKFAST   ◆   LUNCH   ◆   DINNER

MANSFIELD
310 Mitchell Rd., 

Metro (817) 477-3383

WATAUGA
5912 Denton Hwy., 

Metro (817) 498-7079
IN GOD WE TRUST

Where Irving 
Meets and Eats

For Take Out Call

(972) 253-7335
425 W. Irving Blvd. 

at O’Connor

Serving Irving For Over 40 Years

Hours:  Mon.-Fri. 5:30 a.m.-9 p.m.
Sat. 5:30 a.m.-3 p.m.  Sun. 7 a.m.-3 p.m.

Every 
Wednesday    
Try Our 
TACO 
SALAD!

Open Labor Day weekend until 3 p.m. (including Monday)

Hanley
Continued from Page 1

See HANLEY, Page 7

“They took me to 
the mayor’s office 
of a little town, and 
sat me down on a 
sofa. I bled all over 
the mayor’s sofa. He 
didn’t like that.”
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DAVID JETER
2300 Markland St.

Irving TX 75060

DMJ
DMJ GARAGE DOORS

Repair/Replace Doors & Openers

972-824-3823
jeterd30@hotmail.com
Stay local — 30-year Irving resident servicing the area.

Put a Paw print in your heart
and a best friend at home!
The precious pets at the DFW Humane Society would like to 
bring a lifetime of love and happiness into your home!!

4140 Valley View Ln.
Irving, Texas 75038

972-721-7788
www.dfwhumane.com

OPEN:
Tuesday - Friday

11am-6pm
Saturday 10am – 5pm

Come adopt a new family member today!
If you can’t adopt, please donate!

My name is 
EMMA. I am 
as sweet as 
my name. I 
am a 1 year 
old small, 
black, spayed 
female. I was 
rescued from 
another 
shelter and 

brought to this beautiful shelter. In spite of 
all the nice people here; I am so lonely. I am 
very shy, but will allow you to pet me. Please 
come by and make my dreams come true by 
taking me to your forever home where I can 
blossom into the wonderful, loving, lady I 
know I can be.

Joey, you handsome guy! How 
can anyone resist those adorable 
spots and patches - and how well 
you wear that tie at the young 
age of 1 year! Your last family 
gave you up because they didn't 
have enough time for you, but 
there's another family out there 
that will make you part of theirs. 
It's not just your good looks... it 
also helps that you're good with 
kids! Hang in there — your 
forever family will come soon.

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
tammyp@irvingrambler.com 

LEGAL NOTICE

EMPLOYMENT

CEMETERY

NOW HIRING
Various Full Time positions

Must have experience
LaCueva Restaurant

972-259-3973

FOR SALE
Two Double – Dept Crypts 

at Oak Grove
 Memorial Gardens
Call 972-438-4277

Outside Sales Representative Wanted
Rambler Newspapers is currently seeking outgoing individuals who enjoy 

working closely with community business leaders.
Requirements:

Personal Transportation & Valid Driver’s License and Insurance
Preferred Skills Include:

Prior Sales Experience (not retail) & Basic Computer Skills
Willingness to establish and maintain profitable relationships with customers

Compensation: Base + Uncapped Commission and flexible work schedule
To apply send resume to johns@ramblernewspapers.net

For more information call 972-870-1992

Home delivery 
carrier needed

Seeking an energetic and 
self-motivated individual. 

Requirements: 
• Reliable Transportation
• Valid Driver’s License

• Current Auto insurance
• Good Driving Record
• Positive attitude with 

willingness to learn
• Basic computer skills

$20 per hour earning potential.
Call Tammy Pompa 

at 214-676-1145 
for more information.

Public Sale Notice
 

To satisfy a landlord lien, Affordable Self 
Storage, 622 N. Rogers Road will hold 
auction at 9:00am Tuesday 09-16-14.
 
Phyllis Gibbs – Furniture, clothes, misc. 
household items, misc. boxes, child’s 
electric cars, bikes, toys, lamps
Dorothy Steele –Furniture, misc. house-
hold items, misc. boxes, fishing pole
Randle Skinner – Misc. household items, 
furniture, bed, table, baby items, exercise 
equipment, yard tool
Charles Coombs – Drafting table, elec-
tronics
Leonard Gonzalez - Misc. items
Sheila Lemon – Furniture, clothes, misc. 
boxes, misc. household items
Lorrie Vinson – Misc. boxes, tools, furni-
ture, misc. household items
Danny Leach – Misc. furniture   
Paul Green – Clothes, portable A/C unit, 
smoker, fan
Paul Green – Misc. boxes, misc. furni-
ture, TV, clothes
Maria Torres – Clothes
 
Sales cash only to highest bidder on 
entire contents of unit.
 
Affordable has right to withdraw any unit 
from sale & reject any or all bids. 
(972) 253-7222.
 
08-30 / 09-06

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR
Ben Washington Addition Replat (PL14-0027)

 
PUBLIC NOTICE BEFORE THE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 
IRVING, TEXAS, TO CONSIDER RESUBDIVISION OR REPLATTING OF A RECORDED SUB-
DIVISION WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS OF IRVING, DALLAS COUNTY, TEXAS.

Notice is hereby given a public hearing will be held by the Planning and Zoning Commission of 
the City of Irving in the Council Room of City Hall, 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas, to consider 
resubdivision or replatting of a recorded subdivision as hereafter described:

Ben Washington Addition Replat (PL14-0027)
Platted as Lot 1, Block A, Ben Washington Addition and Lots 7 and 8, Robert Stewarts Subdivision. 
The property is being replatted into five lots. This property is located south of Clay Avenue and 
west of Davis Drive. The property is zoned R-6 (Single Family) district.

Planning and Zoning Commission: 7:00 pm, Monday, September 15, 2014

All citizens or interested parties desiring to be heard concerning this replat may speak. State law 
requires that owners of property within a residential subdivision be notified if another property 
within the same subdivision is proposed to be replatted.  State law also requires that the Planning 
and Zoning Commission must approve a plat that complies with the City’s Subdivision regulations.

The application is on file for public examination in the Planning Department at 825 W. Irving Blvd., 
Irving, Texas.  For additional information, please contact the Planning Department at 972-721-
2424.  Please reference the name of the plat or the case number when requesting information.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS - PROPOSED COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
AMENDMENTS, DEVELOP-MENT PLAN, AND ZONING CHANGES

CITY OF IRVING PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION AND CITY COUNCIL

Public hearings are held to consider applications for amendments to the Comprehensive Zoning 
Ordinance and the Official Zoning Map of the City of Irving, Texas for the properties described herein:

LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas
Planning & Zoning Commission:  Tuesday, September 2, 2014, 7 p.m. 
City Council: Thursday, September 18, 2014, 7 p.m.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT AND ZONING CASE ZC14-0044:  Approximately 14.4 
acres at the southeast corner of Fortune Drive and State Highway 114. The request is to amend 
the Comprehensive Plan Future Land Use Map from Office to Low Density Residential and rezone 
the property from S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for FWY (Freeway) and Telecommunications 
Facility uses to S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for R-6 (Single Family) uses to allow single family 
development.

ZONING CASE ZC14-0054:  Approx-imately 1.01 acres located at 2520 N. Story Road. The request 
is to rezone the property from S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) for R-AB (Restaurant with the Attendant 
Accessory Use of the Sale of Alcoholic Beverages for On-Premises Consumption) to S-P-1 (Detailed 
Site Plan) for C-N (Neigh-borhood Commercial) uses to allow a restaurant with outside dining.

ZONING CASE ZC14-0056:  Approximately 1,660 sq. ft. located at 2000 Esters Road, Suite 130.  
The request is to rezone the property from S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for C-N (Neighborhood 
Commercial) to S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) for C-N (Neighborhood Commercial) and Non-Depository 
Financial Institution uses to allow a Non-Depository Financial Institution.

All interested persons are encouraged to attend the public hearings and express their opinions on 
the zoning change request.  Written response for the record may also be submitted to: 

City of Irving – Planning Dept., 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 75060.

The applications are on file for public review in the Planning Department at the address listed 
above during normal business hours.  For additional information, please contact the Department at 
972-721-2424.  Please reference the case number when requesting information.

This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible parking spaces are available. Requests for 
interpretation services or assistive hearing devices must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. 
Contact the City Secretary’s Office at (972) 721-2493 for assis-tance.

The City of Irving revised its drought plan in August 2014 from a 5-stage 
plan to a 3-stage plan. This simplified plan allows the following:

• Stage 1 irrigation is permitted up to twice per week on designated 
days (odd addresses on Sunday/Wednesday and even addresses 
on Tuesday/Saturday) and includes use of a hand-held hose with 
positive shutoff nozzle for up to one hour on any day.

• Stage 2 irrigation is permitted up to one time per week on a 
designated day with residential watering on Saturday for even and 
Sunday for odd addresses; business and multi-family watering is 
Tuesday for even and Wednesday for odd addresses and includes 
use of a hand-held hose with positive shutoff nozzle for up to one 
hour on Sunday, Tuesday, Wednesday or Saturday.

• Stage 3 prohibits all irrigation.

Stage 1 (twice-per-week) watering restrictions are effective 
9/1/14. The current level of restriction can always be found on the 
city’s website (www.cityofirving.org). No irrigation is permitted on 
Monday, Thursday or Friday; time-of-day restrictions are in effect from 
April 1 through October 31 every year and prohibit watering between 
10 a.m. and 6 p.m. When drought conditions subside and no drought 
stage is in effect, irrigation is allowed year-round up to twice per week.

Cooperation with restrictions will help ensure water is available for 
domestic use, sanitation and fire protection. Violators of any drought 
stage restrictions or water conservation measures are subject to fines 
of up to $2,000 per violation. For more information visit the Water  
Utilities page on the city’s website or call (972) 721-2281.

City of Irving

Change in Drought 
Plan anD Watering  

restriCtions

where they thought I would land,” 
Hanley said. “When I hit the ground, 
I separated my chute and put up my 
hands, but I didn’t know how to sur-
render. They closed in on me. Most 
of the B-29 people who bailed out 
over Japan were killed. They were 
not captured.

“I would not have been captured, 
except for a big Japanese policeman 
dressed in a black uniform, taller 
than I was. He waded into the crowd 
and they knocked him down several 
times. The Japanese are scared to 
death of their police people. He took 
me away from them and put me on 
the back of a fire truck.

“They took me to the mayor’s of-
fice of a little town, and sat me down 
on a sofa. I bled all over the mayor’s 
sofa. He didn’t like that. Japanese 
medics, a man and a woman, came 
and dressed all my wounds. I was 
interrogated a little bit by the local 
people there. Then the Kempeitai 
showed up.

“The Kempeitai were pretty bad 
people. They were worse than Hitler’s 
Gestapo,” he said. “The Kempeitai 
were in charge of all B-29 prisoners. 
We were classed ‘special prisoners’ 
to be tried and executed for killing 
women and children, so there wasn’t 
much hope for us. We had special 
rules: no medical attention, half 
regular rations. They didn’t report to 
anybody but the headman, General 
Anami.

“These high-ranking intelligence 
officers that interrogated me spoke 
better English than I did. They told 
me things no one knew. There were 
64 prisoners from the B-29s that 
were shot down. I was taken to the 
Kempeitai main head quarters in 

downtown Tokyo and put in a dun-
geon right across the moat of the 
Emperor’s Palace.

“They knew when the first inva-
sion was supposed to take place on 
November 1. They knew more about 
that than our people. They were going 
to use 15 to 20 million men, women 
and children to die on Kyushu Island. 
They had over 2 million battle hard-
ened troops and 10,000, kamikazes. 
They would have made that invasion 
so expensive that our country would 
seek a peace treaty. But that didn’t 
happen.

“We welcomed bomb raids,” 
Hanley said. “It got up to the month 
of June, and Tokyo was not bombed 
one time in the month of June. I 
found out after the war, they had said 
Tokyo was totally destroyed and was 
not a target anymore.

“In our cell, five-foot by nine-
foot with a hole in the corner for a 
latrine, we had five prisoners. There 
were 64 prisoners in the prison. 
There was a big commotion about a 
month after I was in this dungeon, 
and they took 62 of the 64 prisoners 
somewhere out, but they left the two 
of us there, a fellow by the name of 
Hanks and Hanley. You can tell the 
similarity in the names.

“I wondered what happened to 
these 62 prisoners. They were taken 
out to the Tokyo military prison. 
During one of the bombing raids, it 
caught fire. Those that could escape 
were massacred, and they left the 
others in there to burn.

“As the war went on, the popula-
tion built up again. There were five of 
us: two Americans and three Japa-
nese,” he said. “The Japanese top 
Russian man, the top black marketer 
and a Japanese soldier was in there 
for beating up troops.

“We got to August, and one of 

Hanley
Continued from Page 6

See HANLEY, Page 8

LEGAL NOTICES
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Irving 
Mall* *With party of two 

or more (with ID).

 • Fresh fruits and salads
• Cocktail shrimp 
• Soups
•Dessert 
• Ice Cream
• Sushi Bar
• Mongolian grill

“America’s 
favorite 

Chinese Food!”

• Party Rooms For 
Up to 110 people! 

• 10% Senior Discount 
• FREE Birthday 

Buffet!* 
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EAST BUFFET

 4023 W. Airport Frwy • Irving
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Mall*

*With party of two 
or more (with ID).

 • Fresh fruits and salads
• Cocktail shrimp 
• Soups
•Dessert 
• Ice Cream
• Sushi Bar
• Mongolian 
      grill

“America’s 
favorite 

Chinese Food!”

• Party Rooms For 
Up to 110 people! 

• 10% Senior Discount 
• FREE Birthday 

Buffet!* 
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• 1
EAST BUFFET

 4023 W. Airport Frwy • Irving

www.eastbuffetirving.com

http://eastbuffetirving.com

Bistro Lunch 
Mon- Fri — 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

$6.95 to $16

972-259-1123 
www.gloryhousecatering.com109 S. MAIN STREET IN DOWNTOWN IRVING

WiFi
FREE

Catering to You!
To you home, business, venue

CALL TODAY 
for info on hosting 

your event at Glory House
Fresh soup and salad bar

Elvis Gospel Brunch
  featuring Kraig Parker

Sept. 7 — Noon- 3 p.m.; Brunch & Show $30

CLOSED MONDAY FOR LABOR DAY

the Japanese prisoners was taken out 
to sweep the floors and do something. 
He came back after Aug. 6 and said, 
‘You people did a bad thing. You 
bombed one city with one bomb, and 
you destroyed it.’ We didn’t know 
anything about this. We knew from 
our friends back in Utah they were 
doing some strange things out there. 
It was the first atomic bomb.

“Then after Aug. 9, Nagasaki 
got bombed. He came back and said, 
‘you did it again to another one of our 
cities.’ We thought ‘good.’ We were 
pretty happy about it.

“The Emperor spoke on Aug. 14 
and surrendered. We didn’t know 
this, but on Aug. 15 all the B-29 pris-
oners were taken out and loaded on 
trucks at night and driven through 
Tokyo. Whenever we were out of 
our cell, we were handcuffed and 
blindfolded. I could see around my 
blindfold that Tokyo was totally 
destroyed. There was nothing but 
hulks of stone buildings,” Hanley 
said. “We approached Tokyo Bay, 
and there were about 60 of us. We 
were unloaded. We stripped down, 
and they let us go out into the ocean 
and cleanup. I wish I had a picture 
of that, all these skeletons out there 
just happy.

“The Japanese put out about 
four or five machine guns aimed at 
us. My copilot was never in the Kem-
peitai headquarters, him being a fly 
boy. He had been in a neighborhood 
prison. He was brought up after we 
were out there in the water. His guard 
said, ‘The machine gunners are going 
to kill all of you.’ 

“Gen. Anami issued the order 
to kill all prisoners. His deputy dis-
obeyed.

“We were turned over to camp 
Aomori, which had about six or 700 
Allied prisoners. We walk into this 
place and it’s clean, the prisoners 
are wearing nice uniforms and they 
are pretty well fed. I was put into a 
barracks there and I had a 24-inch 
by six-foot place to lay down with 
some blankets to cover with. It was 
really nice.

“Time went on, and we won-
dered what would happen. We saw a 
bunch of ships begin to accumulate 
out in the water,” he said. “It turned 

out they were Adm. Halsey’s third 
fleet. The Marines and Navy flew over 
and dropped all kinds of food, candy 
and cigarettes.

“A pilot flew over and dropped a 
wrench on Aug. 28 with a note. The 
note said, ‘Tomorrow you will be lib-
erated.’ We all got dressed up the best 
we could and got ready the next day. 
Morning went by and nothing hap-
pened. About mid-afternoon, four or 
five landing craft, the prettiest sight 
I’ve ever seen, came in and docked. 
The meanest looking, well-armed 
Marines landed and took over. The 
Japanese guards just disappeared.

Hanley still had untreated anti-
aircraft wounds from the downing 
of his B-29.

“I was so badly wounded. I was 
one of the first ones they took out to 
the hospital ship Benevolence,” he 
said. “We were the first prison camp 
liberated. We were the first Japanese 
prisoners that had been seen by 
anybody. 

“These doctors didn’t know 
what to do with us. They stripped 
us, examined us, cleaned us up. The 
doctors talked about how they could 
recover these people’s health. One 
group advocated starvation recovery. 
The other said, feed them anything, 
we’re going to lose them either way. 
The people who won were the people 
that said feed them anything.

“The Navy had these big tables, 
and we would eat, and eat, and eat. 
We would get full and go over to the 
rail. Then come back and eat more.

“From the Benevolence hospital 
ship, I was put on the USS Reeves for 
a couple of days. The PA system said, 
‘Lieut. Hanley report to the Stern.’ I 
went back, and here are bunch of the 
ship’s officers and a civilian. The civil-
ian introduced himself as Ted Dealey 
from the Dallas Morning News.

“The reason he was over there 
was his son (Commander Samuel 
Dealey) was the commander of the 
Harder, biggest submarine that 
sunk more ships than any other. It 
had been sunk. But Dealey was over 
there looking for his son hoping he 
was still alive.

Dealey asked me, ‘Do your folks 
know you’re alive?’ I said, ‘No. I’m a 
special prisoner’. He said, ‘They will 
know within an hour.’ And they did.”

Fiske Hanley tells the complete 
story of his wartime experiences in 
Accused American War Criminal. 

Hanley
Continued from Page 7

reened off the road and into a tree 
located at the intersection of Samuel 
and Hood in Coppell on July 14.

When the firemen arrived, Syl-
vester was not breathing and had 
no pulse. They immediately began 
resuscitation efforts and continued 
those efforts in transit to Las Coli-
nas Medical Center. During transit, 
the men were able to successfully 
resuscitate Sylvester and then pass 
him to professionals at the hospital 
for further treatment.

“I was summoned to the Las Co-
linas Medical Center,” Diane Mack, 
Sylvester’s partner told council and 

audience members. “The doctors 
did not greet me. They instead sent 
a priest, sent the chaplain to see me, 
because they were certain that Lance 
was not going to survive.

“They said, ‘But if he does sur-
vive, he’s going to be brain-dead,’ so 
they didn’t give me much hope.

“However they underestimated 
the quick thinking and fast reaction 
of the Coppell Fire Department 
paramedics team, because now Lance 
is fully functional, he has all of his 
faculties and he is preparing to move 
to Santa Fe, Texas … So I thank you,” 
she said.

Sylvester has since made a full 
recover, despite the odds and has 
been released from the hospital. He 
had surgery to install an internal 

defibrillator the morning of the 
council meeting in order to prevent 
the incident from recurring.

“In spite of the fact that he was 
not responsive, these men did not 
give up,” Mack said. “I know that 
public servants are supposed to do 
this, that it’s their job, but they really 
went above and beyond the call of 
duty in this instance.”

Firefighter paramedics John 
Yowell, Tim Allen, Michael Brower, 
Brandon Greenburg and Cpt. Todd 
Bourland were each personally 
handed an award by Mack, who acted 
on behalf of the Sylvester family and 
herself in thanking the firefighters 
for not giving up on the life of Lance 
Sylvester even when the odds were 
stacked against them.   

Firefighters
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