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By Nick Kammerer
After what was surely a difficult 

year for so many of Irving’s most 
needy and homeless citizens, a 
special hamburger cookout helped 
them send off the old year and wel-
come in the new. PJ’s Café and Son-
ic donated hamburgers, cookies, hot 
chocolate, water and other goodies, 
which were prepared by volunteers, 
made up of AMBUCS members and 
other Irving citizens, at the Irving 
Cares facility on Wednesday, Dec. 
31. Warm blankets were also dis-
tributed to the lunch guests to help 
make their New Year cozier. 

“This is our second year to feed 
the homeless,” said Irving Council-
man and AMBUCS member, Oscar 
Ward. “Irving Cares opened up their 
property to let us set up and cook for 
the homeless.

“We have such a great group of 
volunteers [who] got together and 
organized [this]. A lot of people did 
a lot of hard work. This is what we 
do every year for our community.”

Battling near freezing tempera-
tures, the volunteers prepared and 

Hamburgers, blankets help local
homeless greet New Year with hope

By Jess Paniszczyn
The final evening of the year 

was filled with music, entertain-
ment, food and libation for those 
who chose to put on their dancing 
shoes and party the night away with 
charitable hearts. ONElove Events 
in partnership with Supporters 

of Children’s Charities presented 
an inaugural, philanthropic New 
Years Eve Gala appropriately titled: 
ONE*LOVE*NYE, in Dallas. 

Irving Cares, DCET “Believe in 
Yourself,” and Kidd’s Kids were 
among the charities supported by 
the high energy event. 

“We are trying to start the New 
Year off right,” said Pujan Patel, 
the event’s organizer. “We wanted 
to end 2014 with a party and begin 
2015 with a purpose. The whole 
concept behind tonight’s event was 
to raise awareness for multiple lo-
cal charities. If we’re going to party 

anyway, I want to be able to benefit 
some kind of organization. By put-
ting together fun events that actual-
ly benefit multiple organizations, it’s 
a win-win for everybody.

“The cool thing about our silent 
auction is we built a platform for 
smaller nonprofits that don’t nec-
essarily have the ability to host their 
own gala, but still have connections 
to acquire silent auction items and 
raffle items, to have an opportunity 
to raise money with no overhead. 
That’s really one of the unique parts 
of our event tonight,” he said.

Just as guests were beginning 
to arrive, Kevin Buchanan and his 
friends made a special check pre-
sentation to HCC Honor Commit-
ment and Courage. An attorney and 
business man, Buchanan is a retired 
Army helicopter pilot.

“Tonight is super fun,” Buchanan 
said. “I’m having a great time. I hope 

we raise a lot of money and people 
have a lot of fun. 

“[HCC Honor Commitment and 
Courage] helps people transition 
from the regular military to the ci-
vilian world. When people come out 
[of military service], they wonder 
what they should do next. I can re-
late to that. It can be confusing. Peo-
ple wonder how they can take their 
military skills and apply them to real 
life. It can be pretty tough, particu-
larly now. 

“There are opportunities for ev-
eryone. There are a bunch of kids 
with skill sets that everyone in 
America can use: business doesn’t 
understand that and the kids don’t 
understand that. We have to put 
them together. It’s about communi-
cation and opportunity,” he said.

Greg Johnson, founder of the 
Night of Superstars presented by the 

Party welcomes new year while supporting charities

By Jess Paniszczyn
The Irving City Council held a 

special meeting on Thursday, Dec. 
18, to make decisions about fund-
ing concerning the Texas Musicians 
Museum, which is being construct-
ed in downtown.

Core Construction Services of 
Texas, Inc., submitted a total con-
struction amount for building ren-
ovations on the project guaranteed 
not to exceed 1,667,718. Any sav-
ings realized on the project would 
be credited back to the City. If the 
Council agreed to accept the guaran-
teed amount, an adjustment would 
then be made to the City’s 2014-15 
Fiscal Year Budget. 

Additionally, the Council consid-
ered a resolution which would allow 
the Texas Music Group, LLC, D/B/A 
Texas Musicians Museum to use the 
renovated city building for an annu-
al amount of $42,000.

Kevin Kass, City of Irving Rede-
velopment and TIF Administrator, 
presented the details of the resolu-
tions to Council members and was 
available to answer questions. 

“We basically have three options 
for the project,” Kass said. “We can 
accept the proposed guaranteed 
maximum price and move forward 
with the project. The funding would 
be a $1 million inter-fund loan from 

City Council votes to
continue supporting
Texas Musicians Museum

Society. This remarkable, no kill 
animal shelter remains one of the 
largest and most ambitious public/
private partnerships for the bene-
fit of homeless pets created in the 
country. 

“Every single day, I am so grate-
ful for this beautiful shelter,” said 
Sarah Kammerer, Director of the 
DFW Humane Society. “It’s much 
more inviting environment for our 
customers, and we are able to take 
better care of the animals. We at-
tract numerous volunteers from all 

By Nick Kammerer
March 2015 marks the 5th year 

anniversary of the opening of the 
Irving Animal Care Campus, which 
houses both the city’s Irving Ani-
mal Services and the DFW Humane 

“Over 38 animals were assist-
ed this past year from the Angel 
Fund,” Kammerer said. “We were 
able to provide funds to cover 24 
heartworm treatments, three eye 
surgeries and several other surger-
ies including tumor removal and 
hip dislocation repair. In addition 
we were able to raise the money to 
cover serious orthopedic surgeries 
for broken legs that required plates 
and screws to repair.

“Two of our most serious cases 

Great things happen at Animal Care Campus

over the Metroplex. 
We are able to provide 
tours, adoption events 
and other activities to 
enhance traffic to the 
shelter. We have seen 
our adoptions increase 
since the move and are 
able to assist more an-
imals in need.”

Last year the DFW 
Humane Society was 
able to rescue over 
600 animals from the 
city shelter and over 
30 from other shelters 
in the Metroplex. 

Kammerer says she 
is most grateful for the 
Guardian Angel Fund, 
a restricted medical 
fund that allows the 
DFW Humane Soci-
ety to rescue injured 
animals and those that 
require medical treat-
ment to prepare them 
for adoption. 

See LUNCH FOR HOMELESS, 
Page 8

See PARTY FOR CHARITY, 
Page 2

See CITY COUNCIL, Page 3

See ANIMAL SHELTER, Page 6

Volunteers help the Irving homeless community welcome the New Year with a cookout 
lunch. / Photo by Nick Kammerer

Full of love, Leona kisses DFW Humane Society employee, 
Denny Gramly. Leona resides at the shelter and is waiting 
for her forever home. / Photo by Nick Kammerer 
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non-profit Ragan’s Hope, is looking 
forward to expanding the Super-
stars event to two or more addition-
al cities in 2015. 

“Tonight is a twist on a tradition-
al New Year’s Eve party,” Johnson 
said. “Since everybody is going out 
anyway, PujanPatel created an event 
where people could come out with a 
purpose to raise money for different 
charities.

“We are just one of many nonprof-
its that are benefiting tonight. I hope 
we raise a lot of money, and every-
body has a great time within reason. 
I’m looking forward to everything 
tonight. They have the place decked 
out beautifully.

“The Night of Superstars is an an-
nual, grand red carpet event, which 
draws a lot of high-profile person-
alities, local celebrities, media and 
hundreds of guests. It honors kids 
who are affected by various types of 
disabling conditions who are reach-
ing beyond those adversities and are 
excelling in academics, athletics, the 
arts and community service. Kids 
really have these jaw dropping sto-
ries of success despite these physical 
and/or mental adversities. It mim-
ics the Oscars with the red carpet, 
the autographs and everything. It’s 
very neat,” he said.

The Dallas/Ft. Worth Night of 
Superstars event will be held at the 
Gaylord Texan on Sept. 26.

Originally, ONElove Events con-
sidered a larger venue for the New 

Year’s Eve party but decided that 
bigger is not necessarily better. 

“This is an intimate setting,” Fred-
rico Letman, one of the partners be-
hind ONElove Events, said of the 
event venue. “There are great rooms 
in here with beautiful artwork al-
ready put together well. We’re hop-
ing to bring people in and create a 
following more than anything. If we 
could see 200 people, I think the 
night will be a success.

“We wanted to get started. A lot 
of people just never get started. Ev-
erybody wants to help, but actually 
taking that first step… This is our 
first step.

“The reason to support us is that 
we support everyone. Our goal is not 
to become one charity, but that one 
charity that supports a lot of chari-
ties. The beauty of our group is that 
we are doing all the work putting the 
event together. It is up to the charity 
as our partner to help us with mar-
keting and advertising to help grow 
the event. Tonight is a good start,” 
he said.

Another of the ONElove Events 
partners, Chirayu Patel, explained 
that his experience as an entrepre-
neur in the event rentals and enter-
tainment industries led him to dis-
cover certain inadequacies in many 
charity events. 

“We can throw parties and we can 
throw charity events that are equally 
on par with for-profit events,” Pa-
tel said. “We do a lot of events year 

round with charities. We feel enter-
tainment is the weakest aspect of 
events for the charities. So we want-
ed to showcase what a top event 
looks like with all of the little details 
thought of.

“Tonight people will have a great 
time celebrating the past, and an-
ticipating the future, because that is 
what New Year’s Eve really is. The 
night is very symbolic of letting go 
of the past while looking forward to 
the future.

“We feel that things can be better 
and should be better. We can throw 
a great party and give back to the 
community, which is something 
that has never been done in our 
experience. It was important for us 

to be a trail blazer in that sense and 
start a new trend. We want to bring 
people together, make people aware 
and have a great time while we are 
doing it,” he said. 

Pujan Patel offered a bit of wis-
dom about giving to others. 

“No one has ever gone broke by 
giving. I’ve been on both sides of the 
spectrum in regards to finances, and 
one of the more valuable memories 
in my life is when I helped other 
organizations help other people. I 
strive to do that no matter what my 
financial situation is,” Patel said.

A portion of the event’s proceeds 
may benefit the following nonprofits 
and charitable organizations:

6th of May, Akola Project, Animal 

Rescue of Texas, Buckner’s Family 
Services, City House, Cody’s Friends 
Pet Rescue, COOL KIDS, Dallas 
Children’s Charities, DCET “believe 
in yourself”, Family Compass, For-
given to Love Ministries, Friends 
of Katy Trail, Giverosity, HCC 
Honor Commitment and Courage, 
Irving Cares, Jonathans Place, Ju-
nior Achievement of Dallas, Just 
Say Yes, Kidds Kids, Lee Park Con-
servancy Love for Kids, Mothers 
Against Police Brutality, Mothers 
Opposing Bullying, Night of Su-
perstars / Ragan’s, Hope Ronald 
McDonald House, Samaritan INN, 
Supporters of Children’s Charities 
and Traffik911.

PHOENIX — With thousands of 
drones given as holiday gifts this 
year, thousands more untested op-
erators are about to launch their 
gifts into the sky, creating a mass 
safety risk of unknown proportions, 
according to Darrell Slaughter, Di-
rector of Business Development at 
Phoenix, Arizona-based Unmanned 

DULUTH, Minn. — Women 
around the world are going to be 
answering one question when they 
return to work, namely, “What did 
he get you for Christmas?” And if the 
answer is nothing…or something 
equally embarrassing, chances are 
her boyfriend or husband is in the 
holiday doghouse.

Five years ago, JC Penney creat-
ed an ad campaign about guys who 
landed in the doghouse for giving 
bad Christmas gifts www.youtube.
com/watch?v=Twivg7GkYts. With 
more than two million views on 
YouTube, the ads are still tickling 
funny bones today.

“The commercials are funny be-
cause they are so true,” said the 
founder of www.DoghouseHoudini.
com, an online gift-giving service 
for men who find themselves in hot 
water with their wives or girlfriends. 
“A lot of times when men are in the 
doghouse, they don’t even know 
what they did wrong to get there.”

According to the gift-giving ex-
pert, who goes by Houdini, women 
read a lot of meaning into gifts, even 
when none is intended. 

“That’s why they take offense to 
thoughtless gifts like vacuum clean-

Vehicle University (UVU).
“Sales of the unmanned aerial 

vehicles, or UAVs are at record-set-
ting levels,” Slaughter said. “Most of 
these UAVs are being sold to people 
unfamiliar with aviation rules and 
regulations. We, the administrators 
at Unmanned Vehicle University, 
want new drone operators to know 

that numerous hours of ground 
school training and practice are 
needed in order to operate and fly 
drones safely and efficiently.”

The fact is that thousands of 
brand new drones will soon be 
flown by fledgling operators for the 
first time and that should be a major 
safety concern for everyone, Slaugh-
ter emphasized. 

“The drone industry cannot afford 
any mishaps at any time, especially 
at this stage in the industry’s life cy-
cle,” Slaughter said. “People must 
realize that many of the UAVs being 
given as gifts this year are not toys. 
Many are capable of causing serious 
injury and damage to property. Peo-
ple will get hurt if these potentially 
dangerous devices are operated in 
an unsafe manner.”

According to Slaughter, drone 
owners must obtain proper training 

in order to safely fly these devices 
and avoid costly lawsuits, injuries, 
and damage awards. 

“And let’s not forget the cost asso-
ciated with crashing your new play-
thing. Drones range in price from 
$39.95 to several hundred thousand 
dollars. Your average home variety 
is in the $300 – $2000 range,” he 
said.

Slaughter warned that the FAA 
is fully engaged during this holiday 
season because they understand that 
airline passenger safety cannot be 
jeopardized as it develops the rules 
and regulations that provide guid-
ance to drone operators for years to 
come. The FAA, working with three 
drone industry groups, introduced a 
website entitled “Know Before you 
Fly” with information for drone pi-
lots. It can be found at: http://www.
knowbeforeyoufly.org/.

The current FAA policy requires 
private drone users to keep the 
craft below 400 feet and within 
their sight. Only 11 companies have 
been granted FAA-permission to fly 
drones for commercial purposes. A 
proposed rule to broaden commer-
cial flights is expected by the end 
of 2017. Slaughter strongly urged 
new UAV owners not to attempt to 
fly these potentially dangerous ma-
chines without proper training.

“High priority must be placed on 
avoiding causing injury to others,” 
Gene Payson, Director of Flight 
Training at UVU, said. “Do not fly 
near airports or people. This is very 
dangerous should there be a loss of 
control of the aircraft from a variety 
of causes. Even the best pilots expe-
rience mechanical failures. Don’t be 
the person in the news.”

Source Unmanned Vehicle University

Booming holiday drone sales create unknown safety risk

What did he get you for Christmas?
ers or generic gift cards,” she said. 
“Whether given for Christmas, anni-
versaries or birthdays, these kinds of 
presents scream ‘I don’t care about 
you’ and no woman wants to hear 
that from the man she loves.”

Of course, the surest way to land 
in the holiday doghouse is to give no 
gift at all. 

“Even if she says she doesn’t want 
anything, don’t listen,” Houdini 
said. “Women want to feel import-
ant every day of the year, and holi-
days are certainly no exception.”

While the wrong gift, or no gift, 
can land you in the doghouse, 
the right gift can also get you out. 
That said, escaping the doghouse 
is not always as easy as giving dia-
monds like some commercials sug-
gest.

“The key to getting out the dog-
house is first to tell a woman what 
she wants to hear, and then to give a 
romantic gift that shows that you re-
ally mean what you say. And what-
ever gift you give, it must be beauti-
fully wrapped,” she said. “Research 
shows that for women, the gift wrap 
is as important, if not more import-
ant than the gift itself.”

SOURCE JC Penny

PARTY FOR CHARITY
Continued from Page 1

Melody Memory helps ring in the New Year with soulful tunes as the evening’s party 
raises funds for local charities. 
Photo by John Starkey

Starting the night off right, Kevin Buchanan and Associates presents a check during 
the ONElove Event New Year’s Eve Party. A veteran himself, Mr. Buchanan (center), 
supports HCC Honor Commitment and Courage, which helps veterans enter the 
workplace. Event organizer, Pujan Patel (far right), accepts the donation. 
Photo by John Starkey

Drones are technically 
sophisticated equipment, 
the use of which falls under 
the regulation of the Federal 
Aviation Administration. They 
are not simply toys. 
Photo by John Starkey
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Outside Sales Representative Wanted
Rambler Newspapers is currently seeking outgoing individuals who 

enjoy working closely with community business leaders.

To apply send resume to johns@ramblernewspapers.net
For more information call 972-870-1992
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the Museum Fund, a $500,000 
amount reauthorized for econom-
ic development, the remaining 
amount, $167,718 coming from our 
non-Bond Irving Boulevard redevel-
opment fund.

“We could take down what we 
have on the site today. Start all over. 
Put out RFPs for architects and con-
tractors again, and move forward 
with the project. To fit the $1.25 mil-
lion budget, when we look at all the 
fees and everything included, not 
only the cost of construction, but to 
bring an architect back on board, 
that dollar amount is going to yield 
us about a 4500 ft.² building, which 
would be half of what we have in 
front of us today.

“Of course, the third option would 
be not to move forward with the 
project,” he said.

Councilman Brad LaMorgese is 
reluctant to invest so much public 
money in a private venture. 

“I think it is a fantastic concept, 
and I think it probably would be a 
success,” LaMorgese said. “The ar-
chitecture was magnificent. It looks 
really, really nice.

“My concerns have been that the 
budget has gone up.

“My other concern is the fact that 
the $1 million loan from the Mu-
seum Fund will have to be repaid. 
Eventually that is going to be $1 
million in real money that gets paid 
back, so for that reason I couldn’t 
support the $1.25 million budget, 
and I will not support this.

“I think it will probably be a suc-
cessful project. It’s a great concept. I 
just think it’s too much public mon-
ey,” he said.

The City could spend the same 
amount of money and encourage 
much greater economic growth 
in downtown Irving, according to 
Councilman Allan Meagher. 

“I don’t see putting $1.8 million 
[into the building] and leasing it 
out for $3,500 a month: 1.8 million. 

“With that money, you could go 
out and grab 10 business owners, 
and give them $50,000 a piece to 
open a business on Main Street. We 
would have people jumping on that. 
We could get 10 restaurants down 
there or 10 things to attract people 
down to Irving. I don’t see spending 
$1.8 million to bring something to 
downtown that we don’t even know 
really if it is going to attract the 
business that we want.

“The more businesses we have 
down there, the more people who 
will come,” he said. 

According to Councilman Dennis 
Webb, the idea of voting to spend 
such a large amount of money was 
giving him heartburn. 

“As much as I don’t want to spend 
that much money, it’s a project that 
I am for, and I think the citizens of 
South Irving want it,” Webb said. 
“At the end of the day, I think this 
$1.8 million, even though it’s a lot 
of money, is going get lost in the 
shuffle of all the other debt we have 
got anyway. So, quite frankly, I’m 
going to be voting with this project, 
because I think we need to go ahead 
and do it. I think is going to benefit 
the citizens and the city of Irving in 
the long run,” he said.

Overall, Councilman Tom Spink 
believes this to be a better use of 
money than some others the Coun-
cil has voted for.

“When I think about a $250 mil-
lion that was spent on entertain-
ment center, I think this a better 
bargain than that was,” Spink said. 
“Not that that was a good bargain, 
because it wasn’t. But for that rea-
son, I think the citizens of South 
Irving that I talk to would like to 

have this down there. [South Irving] 
needs activity down there to bring 
people. We have got to grow this 
part of our city. I’m going to support 
this, because of that fact.”

Before the Council’s final vote, 
the museum’s director and curator 
Thomas Kreason revealed the total 
value of the artifacts owned by the 
museum fluctuates between a half 
million and $1 million in value.  

“We are bringing the best show 
to town I promise you, and it’s the 
best one in the state of Texas too,” 
Kreason said.

All three items before the Council 
passed five votes to two. Councilmen 
Allan Meagher and Brad LaMorgese 
consistently voted against the items. 
Mayor Van Duyne and Councilman 
Putnam were not present at the 
meeting. 

The inaugural North Texas Teen 
Book Festival (NTTBF), a free, 
one-day festival highlighting Young 
Adult and Middle Grade literature, 
is pleased to announce its full line-
up of more than 50 New York Times 
bestselling and critically acclaimed 
authors.

“The brilliant lineup of authors 
we were able to secure and the over-
whelming community response for 
NTTBF’s inaugural year has been 
amazing,” Irving librarian and 
NTTBF founder Kristin Treviño 
said. “The festival’s attendees are in 
for quite an exciting day.”

The idea for the regional teen book 
festival began thanks to the efforts 
of the Irving Public Library. Enthu-
siasm and support for the festival 
has since grown across the region. 
Representatives from eight cities, 
businesses and school districts are 
members of the planning commit-
tee, ensuring this event reaches teen 
readers across all of North Texas. 

Some of the author highlights in-
clude:

Heather Brewer, author of The 
Slayer Chronicles

Patrick Carman, author of Pulse 
and the Land of Elyon series 

Rae Carson, author of The Girl of 
Fire and Thorns series 

Ally Carter, author of the Galla-
gher Girls series 

Soman Chainani, author of The 
School for Good and Evil 

Ally Condie, author of Atlantia 
and the Matched Trilogy 

Jenny Han, author of To All the 
Boys I’ve Loved Before   

Gordon Korman, author of Jack-
pot and Memory Maze 

David Levithan, author of Will 
Grayson and Nick and Norah’s In-
finite Playlist 

D. J. MacHale, author of The Sylo 
Chronicles

Sarah Mlynowski, author of Mag-
ic in Manhattan and Whatever Af-
ter series

Lisa McMann, author of The 
Wake Trilogy

Stephanie Perkins, author of 
Anna and the French Kiss and Lola 
and the Happily Ever After 

Obert Skye, author of Beyond Foo 
and Leven Thumps series 

John ‘Corey’ Whaley, author of 
Noggin and Where Things Come 
Back 

The NTTBF will take place from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, March 7, at 
the Irving Convention Center, 500 
W. Las Colinas Blvd. The event will 
kick off and end with a pair of speak-
ers delivering keynote and endnote 
speeches. In between, teens can 
attend a variety of author speaker 
panels. Teens also can participate in 
the “Speed Date with a Book” event, 
traveling throughout a number of 
specified stations in a traditional 
speed dating formula. When the 
time limit is reached, teens will have 
the opportunity to select one of the 
books they were introduced to and 
take it home.

For the complete, most current 
listing of authors, visit: northtexas-
teenbookfestival.com/authors .

SOURCE City of Irving

First North Texas Teen Book 
Festival announces lineup

Carolyn Weinzirl, a retired educa-
tor and civic volunteer, is the Texas-
Fest 2015 Chairperson. She’s joined 
by Irving resident and 
businessman Sam Elder, 
who will serve as spon-
sorship chair for the April 
18 gala.

“I am excited to an-
nounce our theme this 
year as ‘Texas Time Ma-
chine,’” Weinzirl said. 
“Guests can expect a 
terrific time at the Omni 
Mandalay Hotel in Irving with Tex-
as style cuisine, a fabulous silent and 
live auction, and nonstop dancing to 
the music of the very talented Rotel 
and the Hot Tomatoes.” 

Named as one of the Top 10 Party 
Bands in the U.S, their show cap-
tures the sounds, look and the fun 
of the 50’s, 60’s, 70’s and 80’s. Ro-
tel and the Hot Tomatoes combine 
world-class vocals, stunning cos-
tumes, precision choreography, a 
blast-from-the-past repertoire and 
hilarious comedy into a dynamic 
show.

Carolyn is a native of St. Louis, 

MO. She and her husband, Chris, 
moved to Dallas three years ago and 
now reside in Las Colinas. Carolyn 

was looking for volun-
teer opportunities that 
support the importance 
of health and family 
assistance and Irving 
Healthcare Founda-
tion fit the bill. She was 
a member of and then 
chaired the Item Solic-
itation Committee for 
TexasFest in 2013 and 

2014, respectively.
Sponsorship opportunities that 

offer full or partial tax-deductible 
benefits begin at $600 more infor-
mation is available at www.healthy-
irving.org.

“We are encouraging our spon-
sors to commit early this year,” 
Sponsorship Chair Sam Elder said. 
“We expect to sell out, and no one 
should miss out on this great event.” 

In its 36rd year, TexasFest is a tra-
dition for the Irving community as 
the annual fundraising gala for the 
Irving Healthcare Foundation. 

SOURCE Irving Healthcare Foundation

TexasFest announces 
volunteer leadership

By Scott Garner
The economy continues with 

what looks to be a strong, sustained 
jobs recovery, but some cities have 
done a better job than others of 
quickly creating jobs. We looked at 
job growth year over year to deter-
mine which 20 cities are creating 
jobs the fastest.

1. Huntsville AL – 6.1 percent Job 
Growth

The home of NASA’s Marshall 
Space Flight Center tops our list of 
quickly growing job markets, with 
strong demand in engineering and 
IT positions.

2. Asheville NC – 5.8 percent Job 
Growth

Asheville’s strong healthcare and 
education sectors continue to drive 
growth in the city, pushing the job 
creation rate up 5.8 percent over the 
last year.

3. Mesa AZ – 5.8 percent Job 
Growth

The top cities for job growth in 2014
This upscale suburb of Phoenix 

got a boost from its robust health-
care, education, and aerospace sec-
tors, resulting in job growth of 5.8 
percent over 2013.

4. Montgomery AL – 5.4 per-
cent Job Growth

Alabama’s second largest city – 
which was named an All-American 
city this year – had job growth of 5.4 
percent on the strength of its cor-
nerstone agricultural sector which, 
combined with a diversifying econ-
omy, drove strong job creation year 
over year.

5. Cedar Rapids IA – 5.4 per-
cent Job Growth

Just a few years after a devastat-
ing flood, Cedar Rapids is creating 
jobs at a brisk pace, with its corn 
processions, avionics, and health-
care sectors driving growth in the 
City of Five Seasons.

6. Fargo ND – 5.2 percent Job 
Growth

The Gateway to the West contin-
ues to successfully diversify its econ-
omy, with the healthcare and educa-
tion sectors leading the charge away 
from a reliance on jobs related to the 
historically predominant agricultur-
al sector.

7. Evansville IN – 5.0 percent Job 
Growth

The economic engine of a tri-

state region of Indiana, Kentucky, 
and Illinois, Evansville experienced 
strong job growth in 2014 due to its 
rock solid healthcare and finance 
sectors.

8. Irving TX – 5.0 percent Job 
Growth

This dynamic city in the Dallas/
Ft. Worth Metroplex is home to a 
number of corporate headquarters, 
including those of Flowserve Corpo-
ration and Kimberly Clark, and also 
boasts strong financial service and 
telecommunications sectors.

9. Bakersfield CA – 4.9 per-

Donate Blood, 9 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
January 4

The American Red Cross will be col-
lecting blood at the Irving Convention 
Center, 500 West Las Colinas Blvd. 
Donors of all blood types are needed, 
especially those with O negative, A 
negative and B negative. With a shelf 
life of 42 days, red blood cells must be 
constantly replenished to maintain an 
adequate supply for patients. I
To learn more about donating blood and 
to schedule an appointment, download 
the Red Cross Blood Donor App, visit 
redcrossblood.org or call 1-800-RED 
CROSS (1-800-733-2767).

JumpstART Stories and Art
January 8, 10 a.m.

Happy Birthday A. A. Milne (Winnie 
the Pooh Day!) features a lively story 
time starring everyone’s favorite bear, 
the beloved Winnie-the-Pooh. Tigger, 
Piglet and all of the gang from the Hun-
dred Acre Wood join in a celebration of 
author A. A. Milne’s birthday! Following 
the story, kids create a HUNY of an art 
project. All supplies provided. Ages 2 and 
up. Call 972-252-2787 to pre-register 
groups of 10 or more. In the Irving Arts 
Center, FREE.

Review Draft
Smoking Ordinance

The City Council Smoking Ordinance Ad 
Hoc Committee will meet at 6 p.m., Mon-
day, Jan. 5 to discuss the Draft Smok-
ing Ordinance. A proposed smoking 
ordinance will be submitted to the City 
Council for consideration at the Jan. 15 
City Council meeting. Public input on the 
Draft Smoking Ordinance is welcome. 
Feedback can be submitted via email 
to ccouncil@cityofirving.org. The draft 
ordinance and the Ad Hoc committee 
meeting agenda can be viewed online 
at cityofirving.org. 

COMMUNITY 
CALENDAR

cent Job Growth
This historic town in Califor-

nia’s Central Valley powered its job 
growth with a healthy diversifica-
tion of employment sectors, includ-
ing oil and gas production, agricul-
ture, manufacturing, and healthcare 
services.

10. Honolulu HI – 4.9 percent Job 
Growth

The state capital of Hawaii has 
more going for it than just tourism, 
with trade, military activity, and 
manufacturing all contributing to its 
strong 2014 job growth.

CITY COUNCIL
Continued from Page 1

Rambler
Advertise in the  

972-870-1992



Page 4 January 3, 2015 www.RamblerNewspapers.com

EMPLOYMENT

Outside Sales 
Representative 

Wanted
Rambler Newspapers is 

currently seeking outgoing 
individuals who enjoy working 

closely with community 
business leaders.
Requirements:

Personal Transportation & 
Valid Driver’s License and 

Insurance
Preferred Skills Include:
Prior Sales Experience

(not retail) & Basic Computer 
Skills

Willingness to establish and 
maintain profitable relationships 

with customers .
To apply send resume to

johns@ramblernewspapers.net
For more information call

972-870-1992

Part-time Graphic Designer Wanted
Rambler Newspapers is currently seeking creative individuals with 

experience in newspaper design and layout.
Requirements:

Proficiency in Adobe Suite 6; Excel; Word
Familiarty with PCs and Windows 8

Preferred Skills Include:
Ability to work well in a team-oriented environment.

Orginizational skills.
To apply send resume to johns@ramblernewspapers.net

For more information call 972-870-1992

Editorial Staff 
Needed

Rambler Newspapers is currently 
seeking inquisitive individuals with 

experience in:
Editing
Writing

Photography
To apply send resume, clips and 

image samples to: 
staceys@ramblernewspapers.net

For more information call 
972-870-1992

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
johns@ramblernewspapers.net

SYSTEM ENGINEER: Abbott Lab-
oratories seeks qualified system 
engineer for its facilities located in 
Irving, TX.  Resp. for engineering as-
signments involving the design, fab-
rication, validation & manufacture 
of complex in vitro diagnostic (IVD) 
instruments throughout the en-
tire product development life cycle 
from concept phase to production 
transfer. Master’s degree in Physical 
Chemistry, Biomedical Engineering, 
or in a closely related field of study 
(Will accept a Bachelor’s degree in 
the above fields plus 5 years of relat-
ed progressive experience in lieu of 
a Master’s degree) each w/ at least 
2 years’ exp. in: (i) writing & execut-
ing verification & characterization 
protocols, analyzing large, complex 
datasets & writing data summaries 
in accordance w/ governing proce-
dures & quality standards following 
rigorous design processes including 
Six Sigma & Design of Experiments; 
& (ii) experience in robotics, optics, 
and/or fluidics required. Utilize 
knowledge & experience w/ ana-
lytical equipment such as clinical 
chemistry instruments, laboratory 
balance, pipettors, pH meter, UV/
VIS spectrometer, viscometer, con-
ductance meter & comp. software 
applications such as Microsoft 
Word & Excel, JMP statistical soft-
ware, Microsoft Visual Basic, Visual 
C++, & LabView. An EOE. Respond 
by mail to: Abbott Laboratories, 
100 Abbott Park Road, Bldg. AP6A, 
Dept. 32RC, Abbott Park, IL 60064. 
Refer to ad code: ABT-00482-KE

CIRCULATION

Third party vendor needed 
to expand newspaper cir-

culation through the use of 
door crews. Compensation 

is negotable.

Call 214-676-1145 and 
leave a message.

lived with Paine at the time of the 
assassination. During the week-
days, Oswald lived in the Johnson 
Rooming House in Dallas, which 
was also named to the Register last 
month. Oswald visited Irving on 
the weekends and spent the night 
at Paine’s house the day before JFK 
was assassinated. 

Nominations to the National Reg-
ister were submitted by volunteers 
and staff with Preservation Dallas, 
a nonprofit group working to pre-
serve historic buildings and neigh-
borhoods.

“Preservation Dallas chose to 
nominate these two sites to the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places 
as we felt it was important to doc-
ument all of the sites that were as-
sociated with the tragic events that 
took place in November of 1963,” 
Preservation Dallas Executive Di-
rector David Preziosi said. “It is a 

By Mike Overby 
As anyone listening to the various 

issues involved in the immigration/
amnesty debate knows, it is obvious 
that the debate has offered many 
political arguments but few practical 
solutions – and yes I know the Sen-
ate passed a bill (authored by law-
yers and government bureaucrats).

Speaking from a business per-
spective, I believe there are practical 
solutions that Congress should con-
sider in finalizing legislation in the 
coming year. 

Clearly, there are a number of 
BIG issues to be dealt with before a 
workable implementation plan can 
be launched, not the least of which 
include dealing with criminal im-
migrants, securing the border and 
stopping the flow of “new illegals.” 

Beyond these biggies, I think 
there are four key “foundational 
facts” that must be recognized in 
developing a practical plan, includ-
ing: 1.) There is no way the U.S. can 
physically and financially deport 
over 4 million illegal immigrants in 
the U.S. now; 2.) Illegal immigrants 
here now (working or not) need to 
pay restitution for breaking our 
laws; 3.) Employers of illegal im-
migrants (knowingly or not) also 
need to pay restitution for breaking 
laws; 4.) The government can’t do 
this alone – it must involve work-
ing closely with the private business 
sector, if any plan has a chance of 
being implemented.

A Workable/Business Imple-
mentation Plan for Immigra-
tion Reform:

As a small business owner of an 
employment staffing agency and 
knowing how the process can and 
could work, my solution would in-
volve a government partnership 
with business – specifically the 
staffing industry. It is noted that the 
temporary staffing industry employs 
over 10 million people in a year. 
Considering just the five largest 

By Michael Gerardi 
Pop quiz: if you’re having chest 

pains, should you go to an urgent 
care center or the emergency room?

The answer should be obvious. 
Yet according to a new poll, patients 
suffering from real medical emer-
gencies like this one are not heading 
to the ER. 

Seven in 10 emergency physicians 
treat patients who end up in the ER 
only after first going to urgent care 
centers -- and learning that their 
medical problems were too serious 
to be treated there.

As urgent care centers explode in 
popularity, it’s critical that Ameri-
cans understand the difference be-
tween urgent care and emergency 
care. Choosing an urgent care center 
over an ER during a medical emer-
gency could cost a patient his life. 

There are currently some 9,000 
urgent care centers nationwide. 
These facilities fill an important gap 
in the health care system for pa-
tients who need time-sensitive care 
but can’t wait to see a primary care 
physician or don’t have one. 

Urgent care centers are often 
open on weekends and evenings, in 
addition to normal business hours. 
Most don’t require appointments. 
They’re generally able to provide 
routine treatment for simple health 
problems, such as ear infections, 
strep throat, or sprains, on a first-
come, first-served basis. And they 
often have on-site X-ray machines 
to diagnose simple fractures.

Emergency departments, on the 

public/privately held staffing firms, 
there are over 5,000 office locations 
throughout the U.S. Establishing 
relationships, processes and proce-
dures in a “limited number of these 
organizations” with systems abilities 
to implement these kinds of changes 
would not be a huge deal – certainly 
not like building a new Affordable 
Care enrollment website.

The employment process for il-
legal immigrants below may sound 
“too simple” to many– but that is 
the purpose – keep it simple, stupid 
(KISS Principal).

Illegal immigrants,which I call 
“Candidate Citizens” must declare 
themselves by going to a Social Se-
curity Office to obtain an official/
new Social Security card (with expi-
ration date).

Past and current organizations 
who have, or are now, employing 
illegal immigrants, must declare 
themselves to one of the approved 
5,000 authorized Employment 
Agencies to establish a constitu-
tionally legal plan for restitution 
– whether working through the 
staffing agency or on their own. 
Restitution would be made through 
additional payroll taxes and fees 
charged to the employer (only) over 
a pre-set collection amount based 
on numbers of employees.

With a Social Security Card, Can-
didate Citizens could go to one of 
the participating employment staff-
ing offices who would make contact 
with the employer and present the 
plan for them to continue employing 
their Candidates Citizens, legally. If 
other jobs are available through oth-
er legal employers, those jobs would 
also be made available.

A weekly time card would be sub-
mitted to the staffing firm by Can-
didate Citizens, just like other legal 
temporary employees do now. In 
processing the weekly payroll for 
this group, a penalty fee (restitution 
for working in U.S. illegally) would 

be withheld… just like taxes, and 
paid to the government. Once a con-
stitutionally prescribed amount is 
withheld – over a certain number of 
years - the person would be eligible 
to pursue citizenship status.

Restitution for non-employed il-
legal Immigrants

Recognizing that many illegal 
immigrants are not employed as de-
scribed above, a similar plan should 
be established whereby a congres-
sionally approved minimum num-
ber of “voluntary community service 
hours” must be worked.

Approved city, county and state 
government agencies, together with 
non-profit 501 C agencies, would be 
beneficiaries of the voluntary service 
work time. The same process using 
weekly approved timecards submit-
ted to Employment Agencies would 
be used to log voluntary service 
work time.

Path to Citizenship
While pursing the above plan of 

restitution and legal work status, 
Candidate Citizens must attend cur-
rent/required citizenship learning/
training programs along with requi-
site testing.

It is noted that within the commu-
nity there could be increased num-
bers of classes through libraries, 
public schools, or even the employ-
ment agencies where this citizen-
ship program would be pursued.

No plan to convert over 4 mil-
lion people to legal citizenship will 
be easy. If so, it would have al-
ready been done. I would suggest 
that State Legislators and Congress 
would be well served to work with 
the local business community (and 
I don’t mean the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce necessarily) in develop-
ing a plan that can be implemented 
in cooperation with the business 
community in a way that is fair to 
all.

Mike Overby is the owner of Em-
ployment Express.

other hand, are always open and 
ready for whatever comes through 
the door. The sickest patients in an 
ER generally go to the head of the 
line. 

Some emergency conditions are 
more obvious than others. Most 
people would not hesitate to go to 
the ER for a gunshot wound, for in-
stance. 

But something like slurred speech 
also requires a trip to the emergen-
cy room. It’s a symptom of stroke, 
which can kill two million brain cells 
a minute. Delaying treatment by 
even minutes can be the difference 
between a full recovery and death. 

Patients may not think that their 
condition screams “emergency.” But 
even fairly benign symptoms can be 
warning signs of a life-threatening 
condition.

Consider abdominal pain. Per-
haps it’s just an intestinal virus. But 
it could be a ruptured bowel, which 
requires emergency, life-saving sur-
gery. It’s an emergency physician’s 
job -- not a patient’s -- to know the 
difference. And these emergencies 
can only be managed at one place -- 
the emergency department.

Part of the problem is that patients 
are misinformed about the role of 
urgent care centers. Consumers are 
often swayed by their relatively low 
prices and marketing. Indeed, more 
than half of ER physicians say that 
urgent care centers in their commu-
nities advertise themselves as an al-
ternative to emergency rooms.

Take Nason Medical Center, 

which offers urgent care services in 
South Carolina. It was recently or-
dered by the state’s Department of 
Health and Environmental Control 
to stop using the word “emergency” 
to advertise itself because it confus-
es patients.

Such intervention by government 
officials is valid, considering that 
misinformation can put patients at 
risk. BroMenn Medical Center in 
Chicago has reported that since last 
August, five patients have come to 
the ER with heart attacks -- after 
first seeking care elsewhere for their 
chest pains.

Patients can’t be expected to di-
agnose themselves. Those with the 
symptoms of a medical emergency 
should go to the emergency depart-
ment. Delaying critical care by going 
to the wrong medical facility might 
make the difference between life 
and death.

Michael Gerardi, M.D., is pres-
ident of the American College of 
Emergency Physicians.

Warning signs of a medical emer-
gency:

http://www.emergencycare-
foryou.org/EmergencyManual/
IsItAnEmergency/Default.aspx-
?id=122

Symptoms of childhood emergen-
cies: 

http://www.emergencycare-
foryou.org/EmergencyManual/
IsItAnEmergency/Default.aspx-
?id=124

Common sense “business ap-
proach” to immigration reform

If you think it’s an emergency, 
go to the emergency room

OPINIONS (972) 870-1992 
staceys@ramblernewspapers.net 

Ruth Paine House Museum added to National Register of Historic Places
Irving’s newest museum has be-

come the latest Irving building to be 
recognized on a national level for its 
historic significance. 

The Ruth Paine House Museum 
was officially listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places on Nov. 

26 for its connection to the assassi-
nation of President John F. Kenne-
dy. The Paine House Museum joins 
other historic places in the Register 
associated with the assassination, 
including Dealey Plaza, the Texas 
School Book Depository and the 

Texas Theater.
The museum is named after Ruth 

Paine, an Irving resident and com-
munity activist in the 1960s who 
befriended Marina Oswald, the wife 
of alleged JFK assassin Lee Harvey 
Oswald. Marina and her children 

great honor to be listed in the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places 
and both of these places are import-
ant to the history of a national event 
that transpired in Dallas.” 

The City of Irving purchased the 
historic home in 2009 and convert-
ed it to a museum, restoring the 
interior to its 1963 look. The city 
opened the museum in 2013, during 
the 50th anniversary celebration of 
President Kennedy’s assassination. 
The museum uses digital displays 
to tell the story of the events that 
unfolded in the house. In projected 
vignettes, actors play the roles of 
Ruth and Michael Paine, and Ma-
rina and Lee Harvey Oswald. Us-
ing conversations pulled from the 
historic record, the actors bring the 
story to life. Visitor reservations are 
required and can be made on the 
city website: cityofirving.org.

SOURCE City of Irving

A living witness to history, Ruth Paine, walks through her former house, which is 
now the Ruth Paine House Museum. On Nov. 22, 1963, Ruth sat on her couch with 
Marina Oswald and along with a stunned nation watched the details of President John 
Kennedy’s assassination unfold on the television. / Photo by John Starkey
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H. ELdON ATTAwAy 
Dr. H. Eldon Attaway, D.D.S., 83, 
of Irving, Texas was called home 
by the Lord. He passed away at his 
home on December 19, 2014. Eldon 
was born January 5, 1931 to Hugh 
Milton and Lela Chambers Attaway 
of Aransas Pass, Texas. On Septem-

ber 17, 1955, 
he married 
the love of his 
life, Joan Eliz-
abeth Evans.  
He attended 
Texas A&I in 
K i n g s v i l l e , 
Texas, Bay-
lor School of 

Dentistry, Dallas, and specialized 
in Orthodontics at the University 
of Nebraska.  He served the Baylor 
community for more than 50 years, 
where he earned the honor as the 
longest serving Associate Professor 
in Baylor school history, to date. 
He was recently recognized by his 
colleagues with the establishment 
of the H. Eldon Attaway Award 
for excellence in teaching. Eldon’s 
passions were many; God first, his 
family, his practice, the love of 
golf, and his beloved Cowboys. He 
and his family are life-long mem-
bers of the First United Methodist 
Church in Irving, where he dedi-
cated his Christian life as Steward, 
Usher, and honorable member. He 
was a loving husband to Joan, a 
dedicated and respected father to 
Leigh, Linda, and Doug and with-
out a doubt, the proudest grandpa to 
Curtis, Kara, and Cade.  Eldon was 
truly the foundation and strength 
of his family, always offering his 
wisdom, guidance, and support to 
those he held dear. His unique and 
“special blend” of humor was only 
a part of what made him the El-
don Attaway that we all knew and 
loved.  One of the legacies of El-
don shines in the countless smiles 
of his patients throughout North 
Texas, and beyond. His dedication 
to excellence in his field was evi-
dent to all his patients, students, 
and colleagues. As a pillar of the 
community, many lives have been 
changed through his generosity, 
wisdom, and dedication to others.  
There will forever be a void at the 
19th hole and at locker #143 at the 
Las Colinas Country Club. Rain, 
sleet, snow, or hail, if the course 
was open he was there hitting the 
links. He treasured the times he 
shared his passion for golf with 
his dear friends, son and grandsons 
and they will forever cherish those 
times.  A celebration of Eldon’s life 
was held Tuesday, December 23, 

2014 at 2:00 PM at the First United 
Methodist Church in Irving, Texas. 
Eldon is preceded in death by his 
parents Hugh and Lela Attaway and 
his son Leigh Eldon Attaway. He is 
survived by his wife of 59 years, 
Joan Evans Attaway of Irving, Tex-
as, daughter Linda Attaway Finch, 
and husband Rodney of Anderson, 
Texas, son, Douglas Milton Att-
away and wife Hazel of McKinney, 
Texas, grandchildren Curtis Finch, 
Kara Finch, and Cade Attaway.  
In lieu of flowers, contributions 
may be made to: The Baylor Oral 
Health Foundation. On the memo 
line of your check, please state “H. 
Eldon Attaway Scholarship Fund.” 
Checks should be mailed to: De-
partment of Orthodontics, Baylor 
College of Dentistry 3302 Gaston 
Ave. Dallas, Texas 75246. Local ar-
rangements by Brown’s Memorial 
Funeral Home.

JAmEs dOUgLAs
CONNOLLy

James Douglas Connolly was born 
May 4, 1929 in Dallas at Methodist 
Hospital and passed peacefully 
at home in Irving, Texas. He was 

85 years old. 
Douglas will 
forever be re-
uni ted  wi th 
his wife of 60 
years, Lillian, 
Mother Kath-
erine, Father 
John Michael, 
Sister Joan and 
Brother Mike, 

who preceded him in death. He 
will be forever remembered by his 
children, J. Doug Connolly, Jr. and 
wife, Melinda of Irving, TX, John 
Craig and his wife Jana of Temple, 
TX, 4 grandchildren, Megan Con-
nolly Swanson and husband, Mark 
of Carrollton, TX, Trey Connolly 
and wife, Michelle of Carrollton, 
Caitlin Connolly Price and husband 
Jory of Grapevine, and John Craig 
Connolly, Jr. of Temple, Texas, 2 
great grandchildren, Cooper Con-
nolly and Olivia Price, one sister-in-
law Marie Connolly of Austin, one 
nephew,  Michael Wilson of League 
City, TX and three nieces, Cynthia 
Wilson Cornett and husband Bill 
of Arp, TX Janice Wilson Burns of 
Houston, and Mary Anne Connolly 
of Austin, along with many family 
friends including, the Coggeshalls, 
the Hempels, the Clevelands, the 
Romers and the Knaubers. Douglas 
lived a life of Honor and Service, 
to God, his country, family and 
community. Douglas proudly served 
in the U.S. Air Force during the 

Korean War. As a Tech Sergeant, 
Douglas got onto the ground floor 
of Jet Aviation and after his honor-
able discharge began a career with 
Dallas Airmotive that would span 
over 50 years. Although the name 
of the Company changed during 
that time from Dallas Airmotive to 
Cooper Airmotive, then Ryder and 
ultimately Aviall, Douglas served as 
Senior Vice President of Engineer-
ing and Technology. Douglas won 
numerous awards for exemplary 
safety standards in Jet and Turbine 
Aviation while at Aviall, including 
the FAA Joe Case Award. He served 
as director of the Texas State Tech-
nology College Foundation, and was 
a big proponent of technical edu-
cation. Douglas was also a private 
pilot who loved his time flying and 
sharing his three great loves; hunt-
ing, fishing and flying, with his two 
boys and family. He will be greatly 
missed by all of those who knew and 
loved him.  The Family celebrated 
the life and legacy of James Douglas 
Connolly, Sr. on Friday, January 2, 
2015 at 2:15 p.m. at the Dallas Fort 
Worth National Cemetery, Dallas 
where Military Honors were also 
presented.

FRANCEs LAVILLE
gEsFORd JOHNsON

Born September 27, 1931 in 
Lufkin, Texas to Felix Jackson 
Gesford and Allie Myrl Clark Ges-
ford.  Died December 19, 2014 in 
Irving, Texas. Survived by: chil-
dren, Patsy Johnson Crawford 
and her spouse, Brad Crawford 
(Lewisville), Charles Johnson (Ir-
ving) and Wanda Johnson Halcom 
(Lewisville); one grandson, Cody 
Crawford (Frisco). Frances retired 
from Sears on Lamar in Dallas af-
ter 27 years in the office on the 9th 
Floor. Her beloved husband – John 
– died in October of 1991. She 
missed him so much – almost the 
whole first year he was gone – she 
sat out by his grave every day. She 
and Wanda kept fresh flowers for 
the season in his vase.  She stayed 
busy by feeding her family some of 

the best meals 
ever eaten, 
traveling with 
her children 
and attending 
bingo games 
or anything 
c o n d u c t e d 
by the Irving 

Heritage Senior Center including 
the Miss Mature Irving Pageants 
every October. We had so much 
fun the last year or two when her 
best friend, Bitsy Wrinkle, moved 
back here from Arkadelphia, Ar-
kansas and we went to visit other 
Sears retirees for a meal and good 
fellowship. She loved the Dallas 
Cowboys and we take great de-
light knowing that her first Cow-
boy game in Heaven was won by 
a large margin. Her favorite AND 
most dreaded time of the year is 
Christmas.  She started dialysis last 
Spring and fussed all the way home 
every Tuesday, Thursday and Sat-
urday about ever even starting dial-
ysis. Otherwise, we never heard her 
fuss or curse – she loved everyone 
and everyone loved her. She loved 
Southern Gospel music and never 
missed a chance to go to a ‘Singin’.  
Her favorite group was The Hucka-
ba Family from right here in Irving.  
Her last birthday party was held at 
Art in the Vine where we all painted 
an old barn in a field of bluebon-
nets and we had ice cream; cake 
and presents!  She was surrounded 
by friends and family and we have 
many great pictures from that day.  
She is now being surrounded by 
friends and family again but this 
time, our hearts are broken. Vis-
itation was Monday, December 
22 at Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral 

OBITUARIES
Home. Graveside service was 2:00 
p.m., Tuesday, December 23 at Oak 
Grove Memorial Gardens. Memo-
rial contributions may be made to 
the American Heart Association.

Arrangements by
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral 

Home, 972-579-1313

Ruby Lowe
Feb. 23, 1921 – Dec. 18, 2014

Marshall Tucker Burns
Oct. 14, 1994 – Dec. 24, 2014

Donna F. Cash
Oct. 22, 1950 – Dec. 24, 2014

Arrangements by
Brown’s Memorial Funeral

Home, 972-254-4242

Mary Williams
Oct. 26, 1944 – Dec. 27, 2014

John George McGee
Sept. 3, 1919 – Dec. 28, 2014

Arrangements by
Chism-Smith Funeral
Home, 972-259-7644

Larry David Knecht
Dec. 25, 1942 - Dec. 16, 2014

Lavonia Jeaninne Bolding
May 26, 1951 - Dec. 28, 2014

Henry Casillas, Jr.
Aug. 8, 1960 - Dec. 28, 2014

Martin J. Yunk, Sr.
Jan. 25, 1929 - Dec. 20, 2014

Pamela Eilleen Taylor
July 25, 1952 - Dec. 31, 2014

Marie Lawson
Oct. 2, 1932 - Dec. 30, 2014

Mary Frances Gayton
Mar. 21, 1929 - Dec. 18, 2014

According to a report released 
Dec. 30 by the Department of Health 
and Human Services, 379,525 peo-
ple in Texas selected plans through 
the Health Insurance Marketplace 
leading up to the Dec. 15 deadline 
for coverage beginning Jan. 1. About 
86 percent of Texans who selected 
health insurance plans in the first 
month of open enrollment were de-

termined eligible for financial assis-
tance to lower their monthly premi-
ums, compared to 74 percent who 
selected plans over a similar period 
last year. Of the Texans who select-
ed a plan, 46 percent reenrolled in 
a Marketplace plan in 2015 and 54 
percent signed up for the first time.  
The report provides the first de-
tailed analysis of enrollment in the 

Marketplaces for the first month of 
the 2015 open enrollment period. 
Because the automatic reenrollment 
process for the 37 states using the 
HealthCare.gov platform (including 
Texas) began on Dec. 16 and was 
completed for the vast majority of 
consumers on Dec. 18, the report 
with data through Dec. 15 does not 
fully capture the number of peo-

ple who selected plans leading up 
to the deadline for Jan. 1 coverage.  
“We’re pleased that in Texas 379,525 
people signed up for Marketplace 
coverage during the first month of 
open enrollment. The vast majority 
were able to lower their costs even 
further by getting tax credits, mak-
ing a difference in the bottom lines 
of so many families,” HHS Secretary 

Sylvia M. Burwell said. “Interest in 
the Marketplace has been strong 
during the first month of open en-
rollment. We still have a ways to go 
and a lot of work to do before Feb. 
15, but this is an encouraging start.” 
Nationwide, more than 4 million 
people signed up for the first time 
or reenrolled in coverage for 2015 
during the first month of open 
enrollment. That includes more 
than 3.4 million people who se-
lected a plan in the 37 states that 
are using the HealthCare.gov plat-
form for 2015 (including Texas), 
and more than 600,000 consum-
ers who selected plans in the 14 
states that are operating their own 
Marketplace platform for 2015.  
HHS also released a Weekly En-
rollment Snapshot that captures 
more recent enrollment activity 
in the Marketplace. The Weekly 
Snapshot shows that from Nov. 
15 to Dec. 26, nearly 6.5 mil-
lion consumers selected a plan 
or were automatically reenrolled.  
Open Enrollment in the Market-
place runs from Nov. 15 through 
Feb. 15. Consumers should visit 
HealthCare.gov to review and com-
pare health plan options. Consum-
ers shopping for health insurance 
coverage should sign up by Jan. 15 in 
order to have coverage effective on 
Feb. 1,. If consumers who were au-
tomatically reenrolled decide in the 
coming weeks that a better plan ex-
ists for their families, they can make 
that change at any time before the 
end of open enrollment on Feb. 15. 
Consumers can find local help 
at: Localhelp.healthcare.gov/. Or 
call the Federally-facilitated Mar-
ketplace Call Center at 1-800-
318-2596. TTY users should call 
1-855- 889-4325. Translation ser-
vices are available. The call is free. 
The information contained in the 
report provides the most system-
atic summary of enrollment-relat-
ed activity in the Marketplaces to 
date. Data for the various metrics 
are counted using comparable defi-
nitions for data elements across 
states and Marketplace types.  
To read the monthly enrollment 
report visit: http://aspe.hhs.gov/
health/reports/2014/Market-
PlaceEnrollment/Dec2014/ib_
2014Dec_enrollment.pdf .

SOURCE U.S. Department of 
Health & Human Services

Nearly 380,000 Texans select 2015 Marketplace 
plans in the first month of open enrollment
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Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

CATHOLIC

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Holy Family of Nazareth
Catholic Church

One block north of Hwy 183 
on Esters Rd.

Sat. 5:30pm, Sun. 8am, 
10am, 12pm, 5:30pm

972-252-5521
www.HolyFamilyChurch.net

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST  

LUTHERAN

First Christian Church
114 West Grauwyler Rd. 75061

972-579-0911
Sunday School for all ages-9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship- 10:45 a.m.

Northgate
United Methodist Church

3700 West Northgate, 75062
972-252-8519     www.northgateumc.org
Worship Service 8:15 AM in the Dome

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:45 AM in the WAC 

at the rear of the complex

Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church

2620 W. Grauwyler Rd 75061
972-790-2121

www.gslcirving.com
Sunday Worship at 

9:00am
Adult Bible Study Sunday 

10:30am

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:30 p.m.
972.790.8606 

www.BeltLineChurch.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third, 75060

972-253-3531    www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall

UNITED METHODIST

UNITY CHURCH

WORSHIP

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class

11:00 AM Service 
& Children’s Church

Reverend Frank Pounders 
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
 972-253-5083

unitychurchofirving.com

Heritage Church-PCG
1501 S. Briery Rd. 
Irving, TX 75060

Phone # 972-986-4200 or
www.heritagechurchpcg.com

BIBLE CHURCH

were Jericho and Trinity. Jericho 
was only 4 months old when we 
were notified that he was going to 
be euthanized if not rescued in 24 
hours. One of our amazing volun-
teers arranged to meet a transport 
person half way to Spring, Texas to 
pick [Jericho] up the next morning. 
A local vet did surgery, and Jericho 
was at the shelter within a couple 
days. Thanks to our wonderful do-
nors, the surgery was paid for within 
one day. 

“The other dog, Trinity, had been 
hit by a car and had a broken leg and 
hip. She also required emergency 
hospitalization to treat for shock 
and to stabilize her injuries. After 
surgery and her return to the shel-
ter, Trinity greeted us with kisses 
and a wagging tail. There is nothing 
better than the gratitude these ani-
mals show us and our volunteers. Of 
course all of our successes would not 
be possible without our wonderful 
donors and our amazing partner-
ship with the City of Irving Animal 
Services. We are truly blessed to be 
able to do what we do,” Kammerer 
said. 

The North side of the Irving Ani-
mal Care Campus is home to a sep-
arate entity, Irving Animal Services; 
however, their partnership with the 
DFW Humane Society continues to 
grow each year. In August of 2014, 
Irving Animal Services and the DFW 
Humane Society hosted their ‘Emp-
ty the Shelter’ event. This year, 31 

other North Texas animal shelters 
joined the cause. 

“It was pretty incredible Corey 
Price, Irving Animal Services Man-
ager, said. “We took an event that 
the DFW Humane Society and the 
City Animal Shelter have done in 
years past and collaborated with 
31 other shelters to pull off what 
appears to be the biggest adoption 
event in North Texas history. We 
adopted out 2,273 animals in seven 
hours.” 

Due to their success, the North 
Texas ‘Empty the Shelter’ event 
made national headlines as one of 
MSN’s ‘Best Stories of 2014.’ 

“There’s one category that’s the 
‘Best Feel Good Stories of 2014,’ and 
[Empty the Shelter] was item 13. We 
even beat out the Royal Baby [sto-
ry],” Price said. “It’s pretty neat to 
be featured on a national level as a 
good news story.”

The 2015 ‘Empty the Shelter’ 
event will be held again on Aug. 15, 
and there is a possibility that the 
event will go nationwide, according 
to Kammerer and Price.  

“I’ve only been here since May, 
and these few months have been ab-
solutely incredible,” Price said. “Part 
of that is because of the partnership 
with DFW Humane Society. Many 
of the things we do together, we do 
in partnership. We have animals 
that have special needs, and DFW 
Humane steps up to help us out and 
have positive outcomes for those an-

imals. That partnership is part of the 
reason why I took the job, and I can’t 
wait to see what we can do next year 
in 2015.”

As the DFW Humane Society, 
a not for profit agency, closes out 
2014, they look back on the year’s 
successes. They began 2014 with 
their Valentine’s Walk for the An-
imals at Irving Mall, which raised 
over $17,000 for the animals. 

The Humane Society’s new, state-
of-the-art, adoption trailer hit the 
streets of Irving in 2014, attending 
the 4th of July parade, Taste of Irving 
and other local events. The Humane 
Society also held its Black Collar 
Affair in November. Chairs Dian-
na Pfaff, Shane Edler and numer-
ous other hard working volunteers 
coordinated the largest fundraiser 
in the event’s history raising over 
$100,000 for the shelter.  

The upcoming year promises a 
new Walk-a-Thon event on April 
11 at Campion Trails where owners 
will be able to walk with their pets to 
raise money for the shelter.

The Irving Animal Care Cam-
pus’ anniversary will be celebrated 
during the annual Pet Pawlooza 
event on March 28 hosted at the Ir-
ving Dog Park.

Information about the DFW Hu-
mane Society can be found at www.
dfwhumane.com. For more about 
Irving Animal Services, visit http://
www.cityofirving.org/130/Ani-
mal-Services. 

By Jason Alderman
The Pew Research Center reports 

(http://www.pewsocialtrends.org/) 
that four in ten American adults 
have at least one steprelative, de-
fined as a stepparent, a step-or-half 
sibling or a stepchild, in their family. 
While the Pew study says that many 
stepfamilies operate harmoniously, 
it also notes that adults “feel a stron-
ger sense of obligation to their bio-
logical family members than they do 
to their step kin.”

That is one reason why blended 
family finances can get so messy. 

Couples planning to blend fam-
ilies often have to make financial 
arrangements that respect previous 
relationships with ex-spouses and 
their families. Issues range from 
childcare and eldercare to potential-
ly complex matters involving busi-
nesses, investment assets and real 
estate. That’s why involving trained 
experts in stepfamily financial plan-
ning is a must.

Here’s a basic checklist of issues 
and solutions potential spouses and 
partners should consider:

Start with all cards on the 
table. Today’s first-time marriages 
or partnerships alone can introduce 
some staggering financial variables 
– business and inheritance issues, 

college debt, consumer debt or even 
past bankruptcies. Couples plan-
ning stepfamilies face even more 
complications. But all couples need 
to start with a critical first step – 
sharing personal information with 
a potential impact on finances. Start 
with the following: 

Current credit reports and 
credit scores. Extensive loans or 
bad credit for one or both partners 
can endanger future purchasing 
plans for auto, home or tuition. It’s 
also important to share information 
about personal or cosigned loans to 
family and friends.

Assets and liabilities. Po-
tential spouses or partners should 
know each other’s financial assets 
and liabilities and any issues con-
nected with them. As mentioned 
above, debt and credit issues may 
be a problem, but if one spouse has 
extensive assets, it’s important to 
clarify whether those assets will be 
shared legally or promised to others. 

Legal issues. If divorce, child 
custody, foreclosure, bankruptcy, or 
any other civil or criminal legal pro-
ceedings are pending against either 
partner or members of their fami-
lies, full disclosure is essential. 

Business and estate issues. 
If potential spouses or partners have 

significant estate or business assets 
assigned to children, former spous-
es or family members, those com-
mitments need to be factored into 
the finances of the planned marriage 
or partnership. 

Bring in professional ex-
pertise. Beyond disclosure, it’s 
good to have qualified profession-
als who have specific expertise with 
blended families and their many 
unique issues. Both partners should 
start by bringing any existing advi-
sors into the discussion. But if none 
exist and friends and family mem-
bers don’t have solid suggestions, 
the following organizations might 
provide local experts with specific 
skills in helping stepfamilies plan: 

Financial planners. The As-
sociation for Financial Counseling, 
Planning and Education and the 
Certified Financial Planner Board of 
Standards are two nationwide orga-

nizations that can identify advisors 
in your area. 

Tax advisors. Your state CPA 
society can suggest qualified person-
al, business and estate tax advisors 
in your area. 

Estate planners and attor-
neys. Organizations like the Na-
tional Association of Estate Plan-
ners & Councils and the American 
College of Trust and Estate Counsel 
might be able to help.

Address problems before 
move-in. Most experts tell you it’s 
best to start any new marriage or 
partnership with a clean slate – or a 
slate that’s as clean as you can make 
it. That’s doubly true with stepfam-
ilies. As many income, asset, debt, 
child custody, estate and business 
issues as possible should be identi-
fied and solutions put in place be-
fore the family is legally joined.

Make a fresh estate plan. 

Financial experts say it’s time to 
review all money issues whenev-
er you face a major life event, and 
remarriage or re-partnership cer-
tainly qualifies. Even if the individ-
uals have their own separate estate 
matters in order, stepfamily issues 
restart the planning clock on every-
thing. 

Plan – or re-plan – your re-
tirement. You may have planned 
a great retirement with a former 
spouse or on your own, but what if 
your future spouse hasn’t? Whatev-
er steps you’ve both taken toward 
retirement, you need to review your 
strategies so you can retire comfort-
ably together. 

Bottom line: Money issues 
complicate all relationships. But 
stepfamilies have unique, detailed 
planning needs that should be dis-
cussed and settled before marriage 
or move-in. 

Yours, mine and ours: Planning stepfamily finances

WASHINGTON -- Make a new 
year’s resolution to reach long term 
financial stability. Secure your qual-
ity of life for your retirement.

Social Security only covers part of 
your retirement, which is why the 
Department of Labor (DOL) recom-
mends developing a savings plan. 
The resources below will help you 
plan for retirement.

Develop your savings plan
Calculate your monthly expenses, 

such as housing payments, utilities, 
food, etc.

Allocate part of your income to-
ward a savings account; it doesn’t 
matter if the amount you put away 
varies every month.

Eliminate unnecessary expenses 
that might affect your budget.

Avoid debt. Try not to use your 
credit card, that way you won’t have 
to make monthly payments with in-
terest.

Worksheets to start a sav-
ings plan

The DOL provides a series 
of worksheets to help you manage 
your finances for retirement. You 
will need to create an account to ac-
cess your worksheets and any saved 
information. The worksheets are or-
ganized as follows:

Goals and Priorities. Write 

your short and long-term financial 
goals, such as travel expenses or sav-
ing for retirement, and set priorities 
to achieve them.

Financial Documents Check-
list. Gather copies of documents 
you’ll need to create a retirement 
budget, including bank statements, 
student loan information and tax 
returns. 

Balance Sheet to Calculate 
Net Worth. Calculate your assets, 
like property and investments, as 
well as your liabilities, which include 
mortgage and loan payments.

Retirement Saving. Figure out 
how much money you’ll need to save 
each year to reach your retirement 
goal.

Cash Flow Spending 
Plan. You’ll come up with a month-
ly and yearly budget, and then re-
turn to the worksheet at the end of 
the year to see the results.

Debt Reduction. Prioritize your 
debt and figure out how much you 
plan to pay.

To learn more about financial 
issues, see USA.gov and Gobiern-
oUSA.gov, the U.S. Government’s 
official web portals in English and 
Spanish, and part of the U.S. Gen-
eral Services Administration (GSA).

SOURCE GobiernoUSA.gov/USA.gov

Secure your financial future by make 
saving money a lifelong habit

ANIMAL SHELTER
Continued from Page 1

A line wraps around the Animal Care Campus during the annual ‘Empty the Shelter’ event. / Courtesy Photo 
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Organizations are required to re-submit their information on a 
monthly basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have accurate 
information. Listings are limited to the Organization’s name, 
meeting location and time. If an organization wishes to have more 
information than the free listing offers, we will continue to offer 
other advertising opportunities.

1. TELEVISION: What was 
the opening theme song from 
“Sonny & Cher Comedy Hour”?

2. MOVIES: Who played the 
role of Boo Radley in the movie 
“To Kill a Mockingbird”?

3. MEDICAL: What is the 
more common diagnosis for 
rhinorrhea?

4. GEOGRAPHY: What four 
U.S. states meet borders at one 
point?

5. COMICS: What is the 
name of Snoopy’s yellow bird 
friend in “Peanuts”?

6. RELIGION: Who was 
the first pope of the Catholic 
Church?

7. ENTERTAINERS: Who was 
the first actress to receive $1 
million for a single movie?

8. INVENTIONS: In what 
year was Velcro patented?

9. AD SLOGANS: What 
cereal is known as the “Breakfast 
of Champions”?

10. GAMES: What is a flush 
in a poker hand?

Answers
1. “The Beat Goes On”
2. Robert Duvall
3. Runny nose
4. Colorado, Arizona, Utah 

and New Mexico
5. Woodstock
6. St. Peter
7. Elizabeth Taylor, “Cleo-

patra”
8. 1955
9. Wheaties
10. Five cards of the same 

suit

It was 19th-century German 
philosopher, poet and composer 
Friedrich Nietzsche who made the 
following sage observation: “He who 
has a ‘why’ to live can bear with al-
most any ‘how.’”

 The beer can was introduced 
in 1935 by the now-defunct Kreuger 
Brewery.

 The first Rambo movie orig-
inally was shot with two different 
endings. The one that made it into 
the final cut, of course, left the title 
character spent, but alive. In the end-
ing that was cut, Rambo was shot 
and killed by his nemesis. Just think 

of all the sequels that would never 
have been ...

 In China, farmers often use 
colonies of ants to control the popu-
lation of insects that are detrimental 
to their crops. 

Just 150 years ago, New York 
City was home to 10,000 free-range 
hogs. 

 According to the Talmud, a 
central text of Judaism, if someone 
is bitten by a rabid dog, the victim 
should write on the skin of a male hy-
ena, strip naked and bury the clothes 
for a year, then burn the clothes and 
scatter the ashes. Of course, ear-
ly medical treatment for the bites 
wasn’t much better. Some doctors 
recommended pouring boiling oil 
on the wound or cauterizing it with 
a red-hot iron. Some went as far as 

packing the bite with gunpowder, 
then igniting it. Greek doctors sug-
gested that victims bathe in the juice 
of crawfish. Castration and massive 
doses of asparagus also were sug-
gested as cures for rabies. 

 On average, 56,000 pounds of 
ore must be mined in order to find 
one karat’s worth of diamond.

 A man by the name of Walter 
Cavanaugh once possessed 1,196 
different credit cards in his name -- all 
of them valid. He was also known as 
“Mr. Plastic Fantastic.” 

***
Thought for the Day: “Who 

overcomes by force hath overcome 
but half his foe.” -- John Milton

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions
   call 469-621-7878

Buttons & Bows Square 
& Round Dance Club 

1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 
Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

Circle I - Square 
& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Friends of The Irving Theater
Second Tuesday at Joe’s Coffee Shop.

7 p.m. to eat/casual meeting at 7:30 p.m.
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thursday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
   Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Los Lupes
 Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876
Irving Noonday Lions

PH 972-409-9940
Every Wed. @ Los Lupes

In the Irving Mall 
Irving Republican

Women’s Club
Meets the second Monday of each month 

at 7pm at IHOP Restaurant
Hwy 635 @ MacArthur

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christain Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd.
Irving Women’s Network

Las Colinas Country Club
Fourth Tuesday of every month

11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.
Metroplex Glass Club

Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

972-254-3525
Single Moms Care & Support 

of Irving
2nd and 4th Fridays of each month
6:30 - 8:00 p.m. at the Irving YMCA 

(corner of Irving Blvd. and Story Road)
Free meal! Encouraging meeting! 

Kids welcome!
Thumbs up Toastmasters

Sundays 2:45 p.m.
YMCA Building 2200 W. Irving Blvd. 

 TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Berean Memorial Church
1000 E. 6th Street

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd

 Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

FUN & GAMES

 CLUBS
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Elvis
Gospel 
Brunch

November 16th
Noon-3 p.m.

$30 per person
Featuring

Kraig Parker  
Call for details!

Daily Fresh Salad Bar

Mon-Fri - 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
$6.95 to $16

Bistro Lunch

Catering to You!
To your home, business or venue

CALL TODAY
for info on hosting your 
event at Glory House 972-259-1123

www.gloryhouse.com

Handmade by Four Seasons Executive Pastry Chef, Randy Gehman and his team, the confectionary Christmas display in the 
main hotel lobby of Four Seasons Resort and Club catches the eye of visitors and members during the month of December. The 
dazzling sculpture features a pulled sugar Christmas tree and Chefs made of chocolate.  / Photo by Nick Kammerer

Irving ISD is proud to announce a partnership between the Secondary Reassignment Center (SRC) and Finishline Prints. During the 
official Partner Signing, owners Kyle and Debbie Morton revealed a T-shirt that will be given to all faculty and staff at the SRC. The 
Mortons, who are graduates of Irving schools, say they look forward to giving back to the community in which they grew up.  / 
SOURCE Irving ISD

Irving ISD parents, teachers and 
staff were recognized for their work 
in parent involvement during the 
9th Annual Parents Step Ahead Gala 
on Dec. 5. 

The Parents of the Year honor 
was presented to parents who were 
nominated by their child’s school for 
their work and commitment to their 
child’s education. They were also 
participants at a Parents Step Ahead 
program held at their child’s school 
in 2014. Each honoree received a 
plaque and a new desktop comput-
er. The honorees were: 

Glenda Range - child attends La-
mar Middle School 

Laura Morales - children attend 
Lamar Middle School and Brown 

The MacArthur High School 
JROTC academic and leadership 
teams advanced to the eight-state 
JROTC regional championship. The 
academic team competed against 
1,491 teams, and the leadership 
team faced off against 1,302 teams 
to advance to the regional com-
petition, which determines which 
24 teams advance to the National 
Championship in Washington, D.C. 

Members of the academic team 

District enjoys a 
night of honors

MacArthur High School JROTC 
competes at regionals, state

are Amena Jamali, Muram Ibrahim, 
Hannah Wimberley and Hannah 
Carr. Members of the Leadership 
Team are Agsa Mohammed, Makay-
la Bonno, Kathryn Overland, Syd-
ney Mays, IO Bautista and Spencer 
Smith. 

The MacArthur HS JROTC cyber 
team qualified for the state-level Cy-
berPatriot competition. CyberPatri-
ot is a national youth cyber defense/
security competition and a cyber 

Elementary. 
Advocate of the Year was pre-

sented to individuals who are going 
above and beyond in supporting pa-
rental involvement and who support 
the mission of Parents Step Ahead. 
The honorees were: 

Ernesto Mendizabal - Parent In-
volvement Coordinator, IISD 

Maurice Walker - Parent Involve-
ment Coordinator, IISD 

Erin Yacho - Parent Involvement 
Coordinator, IISD.

In addition, the MacArthur HS 
color guard and Brown Elementary 
choir were selected to participate in 
the Gala ceremony. 

SOURCE Irving ISD

education program. Teams compete 
for the top placement within their 
state and region, and the top teams 
in the nation earn all-expenses paid 
trips to Washington, D.C. for the 
National Finals competition. 

Members of the CyberPatriot 
team include Lauren Daniels, Diane 
Bahena, Kathryn Overland, Bhavik 
Patel, Brianna Hayes, Herbert Go-
mez, Xavier Alvarez, Shan Dickey 
and Joseph Alvarado. 

SOURCE Irving ISD

served approximately 400 meals, 
according to Rene Dymale, the AM-
BUCS Community Service Project 
Coordinator. 

“Feeding the homeless for New 
Years is something we do every year 
as a part of our community service 
to Irving,” Dymale said. “We love to 
do things to help Irving.”

AMBUCS recently erected a new 
flag pole at Sowers cemetery to 
honor the pioneers of Irving. They 
also coordinate and participate in a 
number of community service proj-
ects throughout the year. 

“We’ve taken on the project of 
feeding the homeless,” AMBUCS 
member Gene Waldrum said. “It’s 
our way of giving back to the com-
munity and trying to help those who 
have a special need, especially at this 

time of year.”
Waldrum, who joined AMBUCS 

in March of 1970, is also a National 
Officer in the Big Hat Club, an hon-
or group within the AMBUCS orga-
nization. 

“The AMBUC chapter was formed 
in 1968. We [host] this program 
along with many other communi-
ty service projects. We are also in-
volved in an AmTryke program. It’s 
a special tricycle,” Waldrum said. 
“Our original project on the national 
level was scholarships for therapists, 
and we still do that program. As of 
this point in time, Irving [AMBUCS] 
is the leading chapter in scholar-
ships for therapists, and we are the 
leading chapter in AmTryke’s in the 
nation. It’s a great organization.” 
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Whimsical candy characters greet guests


