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See POLICE EXPLORERS, Page 7

By Nick Kammerer
Members of the Irving Police Ex-

plorers and their families gathered 
to celebrate accomplishments and 
to honor Explorers for their indi-
vidual achievements at the annual 
Awards Banquet on Tuesday, Jan. 
6. Irving Police Chief, Larry Boyd, 
Irving Police Explorer Advisors and 
a few high ranking officials of the 

By Nick Kammerer
At the age of 80, former President and CEO of the Greater Irving-Las Co-

linas Chamber of Commerce, James Spriggs, received his Bachelor’s of Sci-
ence Degree in University Studies from The University of Texas at Arlington 
(UTA) on Friday, Dec. 12. 

“It’s a lifetime achievement. It was such a pleasant feeling, much like get-
ting out of the military,” Spriggs said. 

After attending colleges in Texarkana and North Texas, including Moun-
tain View Community College and the University of Texas at Dallas, Spriggs 
was more than delighted to 
graduate after beginning his 
collegiate career over 59 years 
ago. 

It was not until 2004 that 
Spriggs decided to complete 
his degree at UTA. He planned 
to graduate in 2009; howev-
er, due to an illness, which 
required he be admitted to a 
hospital, he was unable finish 
the remaining classes. In 2014, 
Spriggs contacted UTA and 
asked what classes were need-
ed to complete his degree. A 
few months later, he received 
a call back notifying him that 

By Nick Kammerer
A motorcyclist was rushed to Parkland Hospital on Tuesday, Dec. 6, following a major accident in the 2600 block 

of Irving Blvd. The 23-year old male cyclist was traveling Westbound at a high rate of speed when he struck a white 
Kia driven by a 72-year old Irving resident, witnesses told the Irving Police Department. 

As the driver of the Kia crossed the westbound lanes of Irving Blvd, the speeding cyclist made an abrupt lane 
change, and his motorcycle crashed into the side of the Kia. The cyclist sustained severe injuries from the accident. 
According to witnesses, the cyclist was seen rolling around on the ground in pain after the crash. 

He is currently listed at fault for failing to maintain proper speed and also received citations for an expired license 
plate and no insurance. The driver of the Kia was not injured. 

By Jess Paniszczyn
More than 50 students enrolled in 

Irving High School’s Biomedical Sci-
ences Academy polished their mi-
croscopes and brought their A-game 
to the Academy’s inaugural science 
fair on Jan. 8. The higher level, com-
petitive thinking shown by some of 
the mentaletes was spurred on by 
students from UT Southwestern 
Medical Center at Dallas who men-
tored the younger students. 

“We had 27 projects presented to-
night,” said Daphne Rickard, IISD’s 
biomedical sciences coordinator. 
“These students have spent several 
months researching their own sci-
entific problem and coming up with 
creative, new scientific research that 
will help solve the problem they 
were investigating.

“Several projects were impres-
sive. I have one group that did an 
electrolyte challenge. They wanted 
to see the differences between the 
various sports drinks, orange juice, 
and something called ‘serum’ to see 
which product was the best to use to 
rehydrate yourself. We have a cou-
ple of students studying the litera-
ture on psychopaths to learn if the 
[reasoning defect] is nature versus 
nurture. We have students taking 

By Nick Kammerer
Not the Irving Police Depart-

ment… at least for earthquakes, that 
is. This week’s round of powerful 
earthquakes sparked an over abun-
dance of 9-1-1 calls to the Irving Po-
lice Department, making it difficult 
for dispatchers to assist callers who 
had legitimate needs for emergency 
services. 

Although 9-1-1 emergency lines 
were flooded with Irving residents 
wanting to talk about their earth-
quake experience, no injuries or 
damaged property was reported. 
The Irving Police Department is re-
questing that citizens refrain from 

Earthquakes:
Who are you gonna call?

calling 9-1-1 following an earth-
quake unless there is an immediate 
need for medical attention or other 
emergency services. 

Unnecessary calls to the Irving 
Police Department may prevent 
persons with critical emergency sit-
uations from reaching an operator. 
As of Friday, Dec. 9, there have been 
no reported injuries due to Irving 
earthquakes in recorded history. 
Due to the increasing frequency of 
the quakes, the city of Irving has 
teamed up with seismologists from 
Southern Methodist University in 
an effort to identify a cause. 

Motorcyclist crashes on Irving Blvd

bacteria and transforming it in an 
effort to make new investigatory 
drugs using the DNA from bacteria 
and other substances.

“We have juniors and seniors here 
tonight who are super excited about 
science. Hopefully, this is going to 
lead them into a career where they 
are going to change the face of the 
world,” she said.

STAR (Science Teachers Access 
to Resources at Southwestern) rep-
resentatives Lynn Tam and Stuart 
Ravnik serve as advisory board 
council members for the Biomedical 
Academy.

“We are big proponents of science 
education North Texas,” Tam said. 
“We host science fairs for various 
school districts, and we’re always 
encouraging other school districts to 
foster the love of science. It’s good to 
see students put in a lot of effort and 
hours of hard work. They know their 
science, and they did a great job.

“Through things like this, stu-
dents are able to expound on their 
love of curiosity and questioning. I 
think too many times in classrooms, 
students are caught in cookie-cut-
ter labs where there is a beginning, 
middle and end. Projects like this 
naturally build their curiosity over 

time,” she said.
Stuart Ravnik looks forward to 

more IISD schools hosting science 
fairs. 

“When I talked with some folks 
at different schools in Irving ISD, I 

learned that no school has done a 
science fair for several years, more 
than two decades,” Ravnik said. 
“Science fairs used to be very, very 
common. They are a lot of work, but 
they are great way to teach. Think-

ing like scientists benefits students 
in many different areas. 

“Now that Irving High has led the 
way and has shown people that they 
can do it, I want MacArthur, Nimitz 

Science fair makes learning exciting

Police Explorers honored at banquet
police department were also in at-
tendance. 

Individual proficiency awards and 
ribbons were distributed to a few of 
the Explorers for tenure and the 
completion of firearms training and 
range qualification. 

After recognizing Explorers for 
their hard work and dedication, 
Chief Boyd promoted Jose Longoria 
and Ramon Jacquez to the rank of 
Explorer Sergeant; and Edgar Pena 
to the rank of Explorer Captain, the 

James Spriggs
fulfills lifetime goal

See SCIENCE FAIR, Page 2

See JAMES SPRIGGS,
Page 3
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The Brain Performance Institute 
has partnered with North Lake Col-
lege to deliver its high-performance 
brain training program, known as 
SMART, to current and former mili-
tary service members as well as mil-
itary spouses and caregivers. Free 
classes will be offered on the North 
Lake College central campus begin-
ning this February.

Short for “Strategic Memory Ad-
vanced Reasoning Training,” the 
SMART program was developed by 
the University of Texas at Dallas’ 

and the other high schools to have 
science fairs. Then those students 
can go into the middle schools and 
show younger students how much 
fun it is; and pretty soon, Irving ISD 
will have a huge science fair, not 
only of different schools, but a dis-
trict science fair taking them on to 
regionals.

“We could go in a few years from 
27 projects to 400 projects. This is a 
great start,” he said. 

The projects were evaluated by 21 
judges comprised of UT Southwest-
ern graduate and postdoctoral stu-
dents as well as Irving ISD teachers. 
All of the students whose work was 
recognized by an award are eligible 
to advance to the regional science 
fair which will be held at Dallas Fair 
Park on Feb. 21.

The science fair winners 
were as follows: 

1st Place (tied) Got Milk? by Helen 
Tran and Alondra Cervantes 

1st Place (tied) Electrolyte Challenge 
by Karen Andrade and Martin Donjuan 

3rd Place – Changes in Heart Rate by 
Daniela Rodriguez and Georgette Mon-
sivais 

Honorable Mentions: 
How Does Light Affect Yeast? – Kari-

na Carillo; A Pea Bit of Science – Liliana 
Moreno; Effects of Humidity on Celes-
tial Objects – Sara Monsivais; The Mus-
cian’s Brain – Mirna Flores; Cloning 
Trees – Samantha Cortez; Temperature 
Effect on Bacterial Growth – Isela An-
drade; Does School Stress Affect Future 

Science Fair
Continued from Page 1

Life Decisions, Attitude and Lifestyle? 
– Giselle Hernandez; Psychopathy: Na-
ture vs. Nurture – Claudia Arriagada 
and Jade Hamm

UTSW STARS Award - The Musi-
cian’s Brain – Mirna Flore 

UTSW STARS Runner-up - Cos-
metic Culturing – Autumn Hernandez 
and Vanessa Morales.

Brain training program offered free
to veterans at North Lake College

Center for Brain Health and is based 
on more than 30 years of neurosci-
ence research. SMART equips in-
dividuals with the tools they need 
to achieve success in their personal 
and professional lives by optimiz-
ing brain performance, building 
cognitive resilience, and reversing 
cognitive losses. Through a series of 
interactive class sessions, SMART 
encourages discussion, creative 
thinking, and practical application 
to retrain the brain to be more pro-
ductive and less stressed.

“Our high-performance brain 
training gives veterans a head start 
in higher education,” explains Chris 
Talcott, head of Warrior Training 
Team at the Brain Performance In-
stitute. “It teaches critical skills nec-
essary to perform the abstract think-
ing professors expect and provides 
technical strategies to optimize de-
cision-making and planning for the 
academic world and beyond.”

SMART retrains the brain us-
ing three elements of higher-order 
thinking strategies: strategic atten-
tion, integrated reasoning, and in-
novation. SMART has been shown 

to increase the brain’s systems re-
sponsible for planning, judgment, 
decision-making, problem solving, 
emotional regulation, stress man-
agement, and other executive func-
tions. 

Thanks to private philanthropy 
and Irving-based La Quinta Inns & 
Suites, SMART tuition is free for any 
current or former military service 
member as well as military spouses 
and caregivers. Enrollment is open 
to the community. Class size is limit-
ed and North Lake students receive 
priority scheduling. Participants will 
receive Continuing Education Cred-
it. Students who choose to enroll 
in the North Lake College SMART 
program must make a commitment 
to attend all four consecutive class-
es. A certificate of completion will be 
awarded at the end of the four-week 
training.

To register for SMART classes 
contact North Lake College Con-
tinuing Education at 972-273-3360.
Spring 2015 class schedules are 
available online at www.northlake-
college.edu.

SOURCE North Lake College 

All of the Irving High School Biomedical Sciences Academy students whose projects were recognized with awards during the science 
fair will advance to the regional science fair competition which will be held in Dallas next month. / Photo by John Starkey

Students discuss their research findings with judges regarding the effects of music on 
the growth of plants. /Photo by John Starkey



Page 3January 10, 2015www.RamblerNewspapers.com

SMU’s seismology team will de-
ploy 22 more seismographs in the 
Irving area to better understand the 
series of earthquakes that United 
States Geological Survey (USGS) 
data indicates are occurring on or 
near the site of the old Texas Stadi-
um.

Fifteen monitors were deployed 
Jan. 7. Two more, provided by the 
USGS, arrived and were deployed 

Saturday School 2: Weaving In-
spired by Nature

January 10, 2 - 4 p.m.
Kids ages 6-10 learn the basics 

of weaving and how to dye fabrics 
naturally, then finish the class by 
crafting a beautiful woven bowl. In-
structor:

Elementary art teacher Carleen 
Michener. Irving Art Center, Art 
Lab $75.

“SAXsational” featuring Rob Ver-
di

January 10, 7:30 p.m.
Entertainment Series of Irving of-

fers audiences a glimpse at some of 
the most unusual saxophones ever 
manufactured in a concert tribute to 
the legendary artists who pioneered 
the jazz sax sound. “SAXsational” 
is a unique concert event combin-
ing the deft of a seasoned jazz artist 
with student and community bands. 
Southlake Swing Band will join 
Verdi for a program of popular jazz 
standards and movie and television 
favorites at Irving Arts Center Car-
penter Hall, 3333 North MacArthur, 
Irving. Single tickets for this event 

The Make-A-Wish Foundation® 
of North Texas’ sound fiscal man-
agement practices and commitment 
to accountability and transparency 
have earned it a 4-star rating from 
Charity Navigator, America’s largest 
independent charity evaluator.

Since 2002, using data-driven 
analysis, Charity Navigator has 
awarded only the most fiscally re-
sponsible organizations a 4-star 
rating. Forbes, Business Week, and 
Kiplinger’s Financial Magazine 
have all profiled Charity Naviga-
tor’s unique method of applying 
data-driven analysis to the charita-
ble sector. In 2011 the organization 
employed a new, two-dimensional 
rating system in its rankings which 
looks at the nonprofit’s Financial 
Health and their Accountability & 
Transparency.

“Make-A-Wish Foundation of 
North Texas’ coveted 4-star rat-
ing puts it in a very select group of 
high-performing charities,” said Ken 
Berger, President and CEO, Charity 
Navigator. “Out of the thousands of 
nonprofits Charity Navigator evalu-
ates, approximately a quarter of the 
charities we evaluate have received 
our highest rating, indicating that 
Make-A-Wish Foundation of North 
Texas outperforms most other char-

because of the rearrangement of the 
degree requirements he was eligible 
to graduate in the upcoming winter 
commencement ceremony.  

His degree is an addition to a 
lengthy list of significant achieve-
ments, many of which greatly bene-
fited the city of Irving. Spriggs began 
his professional career with GTE 
Telephone Company in 1956 where 
he eventually became Regional 
Vice President for 1 of 11 regions, 
supervising over 6,000 employees 
in Texas, Arkansas and Oklahoma. 
After spending time in Arkansas, he 
moved to Irving with GTE in 1984. 

Shortly after his retirement, 
Spriggs became CEO of the Irving 
Chamber in 1994. He planned to 
accept the CEO position for 30-days 
or until it was filled. The 30-day 
commitment turned into 10-years 
as President and CEO (1994-2004). 
Spriggs was also a member of the Ir-
ving Healthcare Foundation’s board 
and the Irving Schools Foundation. 

“I served on the board of the Ir-
ving Schools Foundation for eight 
years. It was a great experience. 
My company [GTE] was the first 
to sponsor Breakfast of the Stars 
here in Irving,” Spriggs said. “It’s a 
big fundraiser. I was Vice President 
of Field Operations at the time for 
GTE, and [the Foundation] want-
ed a sponsor. It cost a little under 
$7,000 to be the key sponsor, so we 
did that. As it grew larger and larger, 
we co-sponsored it. That thing really 
grew.”

In addition to spear-heading 

many economic development initia-
tives for the Chamber, Spriggs was 
responsible for adding Las Colinas 
to the organization’s title. 

“It occurred to me that we need-
ed to include Las Colinas. I told our 
board, ‘We need to change the name 
to the Greater Irving-Las Colinas 
Chamber of Commerce.’ My chair-
man at the time didn’t want any part 
of that. Las Colinas [was] a growing 
entity. I [finally] added Las Colinas 
[a few years later]. My theme was 
‘Going Global in the Chamber,’” 
Spriggs said. 

Before serving the Irving com-
munity, however, Spriggs served his 
country as a 3rd Class Petty Officer – 
Gunner’s Mate in the United States 
Navy from 1952-1956 in Korea. 
Spriggs shared some stories with his 
fellow UTA classmates while com-
pleting his degree. 

“I was taking a philosophy course 
at UTA. I had my Navy cap on and 
this woman asked, ‘I noticed you 
were in the Navy. What did you do?’ 
I said, ‘I was a gun captain on a de-
stroyer radar ship.’ She asked, ‘did 
you ever kill anybody?’ I said ‘You 
know, I’ve never had that question 
before in my life, but I assume [so] 
when I think about it. We had two 
twin-mounted guns. [We’d fire] and 
all at once you’d see big black smoke 
come up. You could only assume. 
We weren’t shooting target practice 
over there,’” Spriggs said. 

“We picked up a lot of pilots that 
were down, because we were a fast 

James Sprigg
Continued from Page 1

moving ship, and we could go 30 
knots an hour. I was in Korea. I was 
Nagasaki, Hiroshima and the Phil-
ippines,” he said. 

Among other accomplishments, 
Spriggs was selected as the Citizen 
of the Year by the Metrocrest Cham-
ber of Commerce in 1987. Spriggs’ 
fellow co-workers and associates 
spoke very highly of his graduation, 
including Vice President of Econom-
ic Development and Operations for 
the Irving Chamber, Don Williams. 

“I think it’s fantastic. I know [ob-
taining his degree] is something that 
he certainly wanted,” Williams said. 
“I could not be more proud for him 
for meeting that accomplishment. 
I’ve known him close to 30 years, 
and he has always been very sup-
portive of his employees. Whatever 
was best for the customer, whatever 
was best for the company, he was al-
ways very supportive. He backed his 
people and encouraged his people. I 
can’t say enough good things about 
him.

“He hired me into the economic 
development role here at the [Ir-
ving] Chamber. James provided 
exemplary customer service, and he 
expected every one of his employees 
to provide excellent customer ser-
vice and be sensitive to the needs 
of the customer. He’s a real gentle-
man,” Williams said. 

As for his future, when asked 
about pursuing a graduate degree, 
Spriggs replied: “I’ll probably take a 
couple of classes.” 

The earthquakes that rattled 
through area over the past few 
weeks are reminders for residents 
to take steps to protect their family, 
home, and business before earth-
quakes hit. The nonprofit Federal 
Alliance for Safe Homes (FLASH)® 
offers the following easy and afford-
able earthquake safety tips for res-
idents.

Look Up
1. Support ceiling fans and light 

pendants with bracing wire secured 
to a screw eye embedded at least an 
inch into the ceiling joist.

Look Around
Secure hanging artwork and fur-

niture with these easy and afford-
able steps. 

2. Anchor the tops of bookcases, 
file cabinets and entertainment cen-
ters to one or more studs with flex-
ible fasteners or metal “L” brackets 
and screws to prevent tipping.

3. Secure loose shelving by screw-
ing into the cabinet or with earth-

Scientists deploy 22 seismographs
to study Irving-area earthquakes

Jan. 8, and another five, provided 
by Incorporated Research Institu-
tions for Seismology (IRIS), were 
scheduled for deployment on Jan. 9.

The SMU scientists stress that 
learning more about this recent se-
ries of earthquakes will be an incre-
mental process.

“In the near term, our first step is 
to put out seismographs to confirm 
and refine the location of the quakes 

and define the faults in the area,” 
said Heather DeShon, associate 
professor of physics at SMU. “Only 
after we get that data will we be in a 
position to investigate the potential 
cause of the earthquakes.”

The current earthquakes are the 
fourth sequence of felt earthquakes 
recorded in the Fort Worth Basin 
since 2008. The previous earth-
quakes sequences occurred near 

DFW Airport, Cleburne, and the 
Reno-Azle area. SMU studies of 
the DFW and Cleburne quakes cit-
ed wastewater injection wells as a 
plausible cause of the seismicity in 
those areas. Information on those 
previous SMU studies is available 
at http://www.smu.edu/News/
NewsIssues/EarthquakeStudy. 
The report on the earthquakes in 
the Azle-Reno area has not yet been 
released. 

“It’s premature to speculate on 

quake putty placed at each corner 
bracket.

4. Secure china, collectibles, tro-
phies, and other shelf items with 
earthquake putty.

5. Install a lip or blocking device 
to prevent books or other articles 
from falling off shelves.

6. Secure televisions, computers, 
and stereos with buckles and safety 
straps that also allow easy removal 
and relocation.

7. Install latches on cabinet doors 
to prevent them from opening and 
spilling out their contents.

8. Hang mirrors, pictures and 
plants using closed hooks to prevent 
items from falling.

9. Cover windows with approved 
shatter-resistant safety film to pro-
tect against broken glass.

Look Down
Prevent post-earthquake 

fires with these easy and affordable 
steps.

10. Ensure appliances have flexi-

ble gas or electrical connectors.
11. Strap the top and bottom of 

a water heater using heavy-gauge 
metal strapping secured to wall 
studs.

12. Locate your gas shutoff valve 
and ensure you know how to turn 
off the gas supply to your home with 
the use of a suitable wrench.

13. Relocate flammable liquids to 
a garage or outside storage location.

For additional resources for busi-
nesses visit the FLASH and FEMA 
QuakeSmart initiative. For more 
how-to earthquake information, 
residents can visit the Protect Your 
Home in a FLASH video library.

Federal Alliance for Safe Homes 
(FLASH)®, a 501(c)3 nonprofit or-
ganization, is the country’s leading 
consumer advocate for strengthen-
ing homes and safeguarding fam-
ilies from natural and manmade 
disasters. 

SOURCE Federal Alliance for Safe Homes

the cause of this current series of 
seismic events,” said Brian Stump, 
SMU’s Albritton Chair of Geological 
Sciences. “We’re just getting start-
ed. We want to support the local 
community in understanding these 
earthquakes, and the team appre-
ciates the cooperation of the City of 
Irving, the United States Geological 
Survey and IRIS in helping us get 
the best information possible.” 

SOURCE Southern Methodist University

Affordable earthquake safety tips
for families and business owners

are $20 at the door (plus $1.50 ven-
ue fee); discounted admission is 
available for students and educators. 

Leadership Coppell
January 15
The city of Coppell is extending 

the registration deadline for Lead-
ership Coppell to Thurs., Jan. 15. 
Leadership Coppell is an innovative 
program designed to bring together 
civic-minded individuals in a forum 
that encourages learning, question-
ing and planning. Six, full day ses-
sions are scheduled to begin Feb. 5, 
2015. 

Class size is limited to 20 partic-
ipants and applications are taken 
on a first-come, first-served basis. 
Tuition for the program is $150 
per person. Applications are avail-
able at TownCenter, 255 Parkway 
Blvd., and may also be downloaded 
from the City’s website at http://
coppelltx.gov. A complete listing 
of all classes can be viewed on the 
City’s website at coppelltx.gov. For 
more information and personal as-
sistance, please call the City at 972-
304-7065.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

ities in America. This ‘exceptional’ 
designation from Charity Navigator 
differentiates Make-A-Wish Foun-
dation of North Texas from its peers 
and demonstrates to the public it is 
worthy of their trust.”

“Today’s donors are demanding 
that non-profit organizations be 
fiscally accountable and good stew-
ards of the financial resources that 
they are providing,” said Erin Mi-
chel, Chief Development Officer for 
Make-A-Wish® North Texas. “To 
that end, they are looking to inde-
pendent auditors, such as Chari-
ty Navigator, as they research the 
charities that they are looking to 
support.”

“Through the dedicated efforts of 
our Board of Directors and staff, we 
have earned a 4-star rating and can 
assure our supporters that we are 
maximizing the impact of their do-
nations,” said Scotty Landry, Make-
A-Wish North Texas president & 
CEO.

The Make-A-Wish Foundation of 
North Texas’ rating and other infor-
mation about charitable giving are 
available on www.charitynavigator.
org. 

SOURCE Make-A-Wish® North Texas

Make-A-Wish of North Texas earns 
rating from Charity Navigator
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Daniel
VanDigriff

BonD 
Daniel Vandigriff Bond, 63, of Irving 
TX died of Congestive Heart Failure 
on November 11, 2014.  Daniel 
was born June 15, 1951 to Elaine 
and D.W. Bond, Jr. in Ville Platte, 

L A .  H e  w a s 
predeceased by 
his parents, and 
younger brother, 
James.  He is 
survived by his 
daughter, Sarah 
Bond, his sister 
and brother-in-

law, Suzanne and Mark Anderson, 
and his two grandsons, Daniel 
Gremar and Noah Gremar. 
As a toddler, it became apparent 
that Daniel had a quick mind and 
instinctively knew about cars and 
engines. His grandfather would 
delight in having Daniel recognize 
every vehicle which passed by his 
line of sight, with never a mistake. 
Daniel had a lifelong passion for 
music, and he loved to play the 
guitar. A graduate of Pampa High 
School, Daniel consistently med-
aled in Track and Field while in 
junior and senior high schools. He 

attended Austin College, San Jacinto 
Junior College, Odessa College, 
and North Texas University. After 
many years at Harley Industries, he 
worked at Lightbourn Equipment for 
20 years, until retirement. 
His friends remember him for 
his spot-on acerbic wit and keen 
memory. Daniel adored his daughter 
and grandsons, and was very proud 
of them. He was devoted to his 
church, The Fairview Church of 
God, grateful for the comfort of 
that community, which sustained 
h i m  t h r o u g h  h i s  i l l n e s s e s . 
The family would like to thank 
Tommy Rush, Roberto Sanchez, 
Lightbourn Equipment, and the 
doctors, nurses, therapists, and 
staff at Presbyterian Hospital, 
Baylor Medical Center Irving, Pate 
Rehabilitation, and Ashford Hall.
A memorial service will be held 
on Saturday, January 10, 2015 at 
11:00am, at Calvary Funeral Home, 
624 East 2nd Street, Irving TX, 
75060.   In lieu of flowers, the family 
requests any donations be sent to 
Lion Hospice, 2208 N. Highway 
121, Suite 180 Bedford TX 76021, 
or the Dallas Amputee Network, 
1303 Green Meadow, Richardson 
TX 75081. 

EMPLOYMENT

Outside Sales 
Representative 

Wanted
Rambler Newspapers is 

currently seeking outgoing 
individuals who enjoy working 

closely with community 
business leaders.
Requirements:

Personal Transportation & 
Valid Driver’s License and 

Insurance
Preferred Skills Include:
Prior Sales Experience

(not retail) & Basic Computer 
Skills

Willingness to establish and 
maintain profitable relationships 

with customers .
To apply send resume to

johns@ramblernewspapers.net
For more information call

972-870-1992

Part-time Graphic Designer Wanted
Rambler Newspapers is currently seeking creative individuals with 

experience in newspaper design and layout.
Requirements:

Proficiency in Adobe Suite 6; Excel; Word
Familiarty with PCs and Windows 8

Preferred Skills Include:
Ability to work well in a team-oriented environment.

Orginizational skills.
To apply send resume to johns@ramblernewspapers.net

For more information call 972-870-1992

Editorial Staff 
Needed

Rambler Newspapers is currently 
seeking inquisitive individuals with 

experience in:
Editing
Writing

Photography
To apply send resume, clips and 

image samples to: 
staceys@ramblernewspapers.net

For more information call 
972-870-1992

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
johns@ramblernewspapers.net

CirCUlaTion

Third party vendor needed 
to expand newspaper cir-

culation through the use of 
door crews. Compensation 

is negotable.

Call 214-676-1145 and 
leave a message.

OBITUARIES

By Jason Alderman
The phrase “downsizing for retire-

ment” is popular with Baby Boom-
ers, the youngest of whom turned 50 
last year. 

It sparks a conversation about 
transition, which may include buy-
ing fewer new things, selling, gifting 
or donating possessions that are 
no longer needed and relocating to 
smaller quarters to create a more 
comfortable and affordable retire-
ment.

If you’ve diligently saved and 
planned for retirement, most ex-
perts say you should do this “final 
approach” three to five years before 
your planned retirement date. If 
your retirement finances aren’t as 
stable, it’s smarter to start the tran-
sition as early as possible while time 
is on your side.

The Demand Institute, a nonprof-
it think tank founded by business re-
search giants Nielsen and The Con-
ference Board, reported last October 
(http://www.demandinstitute.org) 
that if the 2008 crash and its effect 
on employment, investments and 
housing prices had not happened, 
the typical Boomer household 
would have a net worth roughly 2.5 
times what it is today. 

This all the more reason for many 
Americans to review and possi-
bly “reset” their retirement clocks. 
Here are some suggestions to help 
you figure out where you are on the 
pre-retirement spectrum and some 

Resetting your life for retirement
changes you might consider:

Get a retirement checkup. 
Spend some time with a financial, 
tax and/or estate advisor to evaluate 
your current strategies and set – or 
reset – a reasonable retirement sav-
ings goal and date. Consult friends 
and family for reliable experts first 
and for other qualified profession-
als and check online with your state 
CPA society, the Association for Fi-
nancial Counseling Planning and 
Education or the Certified Financial 
Planner Board of Standards. 

See if moving makes sense. 
Great retirement destinations offer 
more than great weather, inexpen-
sive housing and an affordable tax 
environment. Consider whether you 
want to be near family, a thriving 
arts community or superior health 
facilities. Where do you start? 
You’ve probably seen popular lists of 
retirement communities in leading 
magazines, and they supply good 
food for thought. National agencies 
like the Council for Community and 
Economic Research (https://www.
c2er.org) produces an annual cost of 
living index for over 300 U.S. urban 
areas. 

Get realistic property valua-
tions. Even in a rising economy and 
recovering housing market, many 
homeowners need a reality check 
about real estate prices. The same 
likely goes for other valuables like 
antiques, jewelry and art. For real 
estate, get a broker valuation and do 

online backup checks with property 
transfer listings over the last year or 
two in your area. As for valuables, 
check appropriate markets (from 
professional dealers to eBay) to sell, 
gift or donate those items and get 
tax and/or estate advice before all 
transactions.

Clarify your tax picture. If you 
make a huge profit on your home, 
you may owe taxes on the sale. 
Current IRS rules allow most cou-
ples to exclude up to $500,000 in 
home sale gains from their taxable 
income and singles to exclude up to 
$250,000. Check with your tax advi-
sor and consult IRS Publication 523 
(http://www.irs.gov/uac/Publica-
tion-523,-Selling-Your-Home-1), 
“Selling Your Home.” Also, keep lo-
cal property taxes and city and state 
taxes in mind if you’re considering 
an out-of-state move. 

Decide what you plan to do 
post-retirement. Retirees may 
have at least 20 to 30 years of lifes-
pan to fill post-retirement. If you’re 
hoping to keep working, start a 
business or transition permanently 
into travel or leisure activities, these 
future goals have to align with your 
current retirement plan. 

Bottom line: Everyone should set 
a “final approach” for retirement. 
That means reviewing your invest-
ments, lifestyle goals and the possi-
bility of a post-retirement career so 
you can adjust your money behavior 
to match. 

By Glenn Mollette
My wife and I were walking an 

Appalachian path a few months 
back when a poisonous copperhead 
snake struck at my wife. The snake 
was big. My wife was carrying pep-
per spray and amazingly with one 
quick move sprayed that deadly ser-
pent. The snake was stunned as we 
lunged forward to safety. We were 
so very lucky. Either one of us could 
have died or lost a limb if that poi-
sonous serpent had been success-
ful. Journalists and cartoonists in a 
French newsroom were not so lucky 
this week. They were totally caught 
off guard by striking terrorists that 
ended their unsuspecting lives.

The attack on a Paris, France 
magazine killing twelve people is 
chilling. We must not allow such a 
heinous event to freeze us and keep 
us from practicing freedom and 
eliminating terrorism.

Christians, Muslims, Jews, white 
people, black people, Americans, 
French and all must be freedom 
united.

ISIS, militant Islamists, Taliban 
and others are working to destroy 
our freedom of speech, religious 
freedom and equality. Sometimes 
we think we have problems in 
America. If we want to understand 
problems look at Syria and parts of 
Iraq or any other region that is ruled 
by militant religious extremism. Ten 
journalists and two police officers 
sacrificed their lives for freedom of 
speech in Paris.

The French magazine Charlie 
Hebdo was internationally known 
for its satirical cartoons that out-
raged many Muslims. Some of those 
militant Muslims retaliated by en-
acting a bloodbath.

On September 11, 2001 we 
watched thousands die horrifically 
in New York City at the hands of ter-
rorists. We have watched or heard 
of the hundreds killed in Mumbai 
through various attacks. We have 
seen parts of videos of journalists 
and humanitarians beheaded by ter-
rorists. In France we saw a helpless 
police officer executed by terrorists 

after they had executed an entire 
newsroom. The accounts go on and 
on. Evil exists in the world and is 
alive and well.

People across the planet must 
unite. Good people must stop fight-
ing each other. We have problems 
in our country and it could be a lot 
worse if we do not work together. 
We have no problems like what we 
could have if we lost our freedom.

Americans must be strong. We 
must practice our faith boldly. 
Speech and freedom to express our-
selves must not get quieter but loud-
er. Police officers and the military 
need our full support. They have 
tough jobs. We need them to be as 
effective as possible.

Our job each day should be to do 
our part to keep our freedom. Treat 
each other kindly. Help each other. 
Practice the Golden Rule. Keep each 
other safe. Yet, unfortunately we 
have to live warily. Evil is a slither-
ing serpent that might strike any-
place and anytime. Being caught off 
guard could be fatal. 

World terrorism serpents - Be wary
OPINIONS (972) 870-1992 

staceys@ramblernewspapers.net 

Dr. Glenn Mollette is a syndicat-
ed American columnist and author. 
He is read in all 50 states. The views 

expressed are those of the author 
and are not necessarily representa-
tive of any other group, organization 
or this publication.

FOLSOM, Calif. -- Every Janu-
ary, Americans reflect on the past 
and look to the future, often set-
ting drastic health-related New 
Year’s resolutions they struggle to 
keep; an overwhelming 92 percent 
of resolution-setters failing to see 
them through.

This year, actress Alison Swee-
ney and the U.S. Highbush Blueber-
ry Council aim to curb that trend, 
releasing findings from a poll fielded 
by ORC International*, and ringing 
in the New Year with a sweepstakes 
and motivational campaign chal-
lenging Americans to trade their 
lofty resolutions for more realistic 
lifestyle changes.

Choose Little, Win Big
ORC’s research revealed that four 

out of five Americans (82 percent) 
believe that making small lifestyle 
changes is a more effective way to 
improve health than making major 
changes that might require more 
self-discipline.

“Instead of setting big New 
Year’s resolutions, I encourage 
people to set small and sustainable 
goals,” said Sweeney. “Whether 
that means drinking an extra glass 
of water each day, signing up for a 
5K, or adding blueberries to your 
usual oatmeal or yogurt, it’s the little 
changes that will add up to a health-

ier lifestyle over time.”
Among the changes poll respon-

dents indicated as being easy to 
keep are spending more time with 
family (79 percent) and eating more 
healthy foods like blueberries (72 
percent).

Ditch Deprivation, Ditch 
Frustration

While New Year’s resolutions 
have the tendency to make both 
men and women act irrationally or 
adopt a defeatist attitude, the poll 
found little changes make people 
feel more confident (61 percent), 
more likely to make additional pos-
itive changes (60 percent) and hap-
pier (58 percent).

Diets, on the other hand, tend to 
create unnecessary drama:

A third of women (32 percent) 
and almost a quarter of men (20 
percent) have given up on a diet 
completely after slipping up

One in seven (14 percent) have 
snapped at someone because their 
diet was making them crazy

Additionally, respondents found it 
easier to add healthy foods like blue-
berries (50 percent) and broccoli (51 
percent) to their diets than to elim-
inate things like gluten (16 percent) 
or dessert (33 percent), suggesting 
deprivation is not the best method 
for maintaining a healthy lifestyle.

*Poll Methodology
This report presents the findings 

of a survey conducted by ORC Inter-
national among a sample of 1,028 
adults comprising 516 men and 512 
women 18 years of age and older. The 
online omnibus study is conducted 
twice a week among a demograph-
ically representative U.S. sample 
of 1,000 adults 18 years of age and 
older. This survey was live on Nov. 
6-9, 2014. Completed interviews 
are weighted by five variables: age, 
sex, geographic region, race and 
education to ensure reliable and 
accurate representation of the total 
U.S. population, 18 years of age and 
older. The raw data are weighted by 
a custom designed program which 
automatically develops a weighting 
factor for each respondent. Each re-
spondent is assigned a single weight 
derived from the relationship be-
tween the actual proportion of the 
population based on US Census data 
with its specific combination of age, 
sex, geographic characteristics, race 
and education and the proportion 
in the sample. Respondents for this 
survey were selected from among 
those who have volunteered to par-
ticipate in online surveys and polls. 
The data have been weighted to re-
flect the demographic composition 
of the 18+ population.

SOURCE U.S. Highbush Blueberry Council

For a healthy 2015, swap lofty New 
Year’s resolutions for little changes
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School in 1953 where she became 
the majorette and played on the 
basketball team. She later graduated 
from North Texas State University 
in 1984 with a degree in teaching. 
She worked as a teacher for 12 
years in the Southlake Carroll and 
Kemp School Districts retiring 
in 1996. She leaves behind her 
husband of 61 years, Charles R. 
Donley of Gun Barrel City; son 
James R. Donley and wife Deborah 
of Corinth and grandchildren Megan 
and Matthew Donley. A memorial 
service will be held at 2:00 P.M. 
Wednesday, January 14, 2015 at 
Brown’s Memorial Chapel. 

Sally ann forD 
Sally Ann Ford, 88 of Irving passed 
away Friday, January 2, 2015 
surrounded by her family. She will 

be missed by 
her family and 
many friends. 
Sally was born 
on September 9, 
1926 in Lima, 
Ohio to Eugene 
& Helen Devor. 
S a l l y  w a s 

preceded in death by her husband 
Robert Ford and brother William 
Devor. She is survived by her 
daughter Candace Thornburg and 
her husband William of Arlington; 
son Jack Ford and his wife Rita of 
Haltom City, her son Tony Ford of 
Houston and her son Mark Ford of 
New Orleans and 9 grandchildren 
and 8 great-grandchildren. A 
memorial service was held at 11:00 
A.M. Tuesday, January 6, 2015 at 
Plymouth Park United Methodist 
Church in Irving with a private burial 
at Oak Grove Memorial Gardens. 
Memorial donations may be made 
to Plymouth Park United Methodist 
Church at 1615 W. Airport Freeway, 
Irving, TX  75062. 

ranDy Parker 
Randy Parker, age 60 and lifelong 
Irving resident, died on December 
30, 2014. He was born in Dallas, 

Texas to James 
R. Parker and 
M a r y  R u t h 
O’Hara Parker 
on September 
25, 1954 and 
enjoyed a long 
ca ree r  o f  27 
years with Texas 

Rubber Supply. Randy enjoyed 
motorcycles, gardening, playing 
the slot machines and mountain 
living. Left to forever cherish his 
memory are his beloved wife Becky 
Alexander; daughters Lauren and 
Rebecca Parker; brother David 
Parker; his father James Parker 
along with his mother Mary Parker. 
A funeral service was held at 2:00 
PM on Thursday, January 8, 2015 
at Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home 
Chapel in Irving with Reverend 
Barbara Marcum officiating and 
interment followed at Oak Grove 
Memorial Gardens.

Dr. John f.
Townley

Dr. John F. Townley of Irving 
passed away December 31, 2014. 
He was born on February 9, 1927 to 
John Hubert and Martha Elizabeth 

To w n l e y  i n 
Paducah, Texas. 
He served his 
country in the 
US Army prior 
to earning his 
doctorate and 
s e r v i n g  a s 
Superintendent 

in School Districts for over 40 
years last serving The Irving Public 
School District retiring in 1986.  
He was a member of Oak View 
Baptist Church, and The Las Colinas 
Country Club. Dr. Townley enjoyed 
quail hunting and playing golf. He 
leaves behind his wife Eula “Polly” 
M. Townley of Irving; sisters Effie 
Leek of Jacksboro, Texas and 
Margaret McGlaun of Houston, 
Texas; nieces Phyllis Foreman 
of Jacksboro, Texas; and Patsy 
Perry of Houston, Texas and one 
Nephew Tommy Leek of Jacksboro, 
Texas. A funeral service was held at 
10:00 A.M. Wednesday, January 7, 

2015 at Oak View Baptist and Dr. 
Jim Gerlach and Reverend Bobby 
Thornton officiated. Interment 
followed at 2:00 P.M. on Wednesday, 
January 7, 2014 at Wesley Chapel 
Cemetery in Jack County, Texas. 
Memorial donations may be made 
to Oak View Baptist Church at 1004 
W. Story Road, Irving, Texas 75060 
or Texas Baptist Home for Children 
at 629 Farley Street, Waxahachie, 
TX 71565 or www.tbhc.org. Please 
share with the family your thoughts, 
fond memories, stories and photos 
by visiting the Book of Memories 
page at www.brownmem.com

John JUliUS
weSTerfelD

John Julius Westerfeld, age 89, a 
resident of Dallas, passed away on 

January 1, 2015. 
Born January 
1 6 ,  1 9 2 5  i n 
B r o w n w o o d , 
Texas, the son of 
Lee Westerfeld 
a n d  A l e p h 
A l e x a n d e r 

Westerfeld, he graduated from 
Sunset High School in Dallas. After 
serving in WWII as a navy fighter 
pilot, he received a BS degree 
from SMU. He met and married 
Jackie Moore Westerfeld in 1956. 

He was employed as a pilot for 
Braniff Airlines his entire career 
and enjoyed his extensive travels 
throughout the world. Preceded in 
death by his wife, Jackie Mae, and 
his brother, Donald Westerfeld, he 
is survived by his nephew, Stephen 
Hollabaugh and wife Melanie, 
of Irving; and sister, Jacqueline 
Hollabaugh, also of Irving. Interment 
service was 11:00 a.m., Tuesday, 
January 6, 2015 at Dallas-Fort Worth 
National Cemetery. Arrangements 
by Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral 
Home. 

alBerT l.
MaMMen 

Albert L. Mammen, a lifelong 
resident of Irving, passed away 
December 31, 2014. He was born on 

September 10, 
1923 in Irving 
to Charlie and 
Lizzie Althoff 
M a m m e n . 
Alber t  was  a 
master carpenter 
who was always 
available to fix 

anything for anybody. He served 
his Country in the US Army during 
WWII. Albert is preceded in death 
by his wife Joy Mammen; and 
brothers Ernest and John Mammen. 
He leaves behind his son and 
wife Phillip and Laurie Mammen; 
daughter and husband Joni and Keith 
Blackmon; grandchildren Ashli 
Brinkley and husband John; Trevor 
Mammen; Kyle Blackmon; Rachel 
Blackmon and Karli Blackmon; 
great-grandchildren Madison and 

Drew Brinkley; nephews John 
and Jim Mammen and niece Pam 
Ramirez. A funeral service was held 
at 1:00 P.M. Wednesday, January 7, 
2014 at Brown’s Memorial Funeral 
Home Chapel with Dr. Grady King 
officiating.  Interment  followed  at 
Oak Grove Memorial Gardens. 
Memorials may be made to Christ’s 
Haven for Children at P.O. Box 
467, Keller, TX  76244 or http://
christhaven.publishpath.com/ 

nanCy ShooP
Donley 

Nancy Shoop Donley of Gun Barrel 
City passed away January 5, 2015. 
She was born on September 1, 1935 

in Maywood, 
Cal i fornia  to 
H a r o l d  a n d 
Margaret Shoop. 
Nancy moved 
to Irving in the 
7th grade and 
graduated from 
I r v i n g  H i g h 

Place your obituaries in 

the Rambler
972-870-1992

OBITUARIES

James Douglas Connolly was 
born May 4, 1929 in Dallas at 
Methodist Hospital and passed 
peacefully at home in Irving, Tex-
as. He was 85 years old. Douglas 
will forever be reunited with his 
wife of 60 years, Lillian, Mother 
Katherine, Father John Michael, 
Sister Joan and Brother Mike, 
who preceded him in death. He 
will be forever remembered by 
his children, J. Doug Connolly, 
Jr. and wife, Melinda of Irving, 
TX, John Craig and his wife Jana 
of Temple, TX, 4 grandchildren, 
Megan Connolly Swanson and 
husband, Mark of Carrollton, 
TX, Trey Connolly and wife, 
Michelle of Carrollton, Caitlin 
Connolly Price and husband Jory 
of Grapevine, and John Craig 
Connolly, Jr. of Temple, Texas, 
2 great grandchildren, Cooper 
Connolly and Olivia Price, one 
sister-in-law Marie Connolly of 
Austin, one nephew,  Michael 
Wilson of League City, TX and 
three nieces, Cynthia Wilson 
Cornett and husband Bill of 

Arp, TX Janice Wilson Burns 
of Houston, and Mary Anne 
Connolly of Austin, along with 
many family friends including, 
the Coggeshalls, the Hempels, 
the Clevelands, the Romers and 
the Knaubers. Douglas lived a life 
of Honor and Service, to God, his 
country, family and community. 
Douglas proudly served in the 
U.S. Air Force during the Korean 
War. As a Tech Sergeant, Douglas 
got onto the ground floor of Jet 
Aviation and after his honorable 
discharge began a career with 
Dallas Airmotive that would span 
over 50 years. Although the name 
of the Company changed during 
that time from Dallas Airmotive 
to Cooper Airmotive, then Ryder 
and ultimately Aviall, Douglas 
served as Senior Vice President 
of Engineering and Technology. 
Douglas won numerous awards 
for exemplary safety standards 
in Jet and Turbine Aviation while 
at Aviall, including the FAA 
Joe Case Award. He served as 
director of the Texas State Tech-
nology College Foundation, and 
was a big proponent of technical 
education. Douglas was also a 
private pilot who loved his time 
flying and sharing his three great 
loves; hunting, fishing and flying, 
with his two boys and family. He 
will be greatly missed by all of 
those who knew and loved him.  
The Family celebrated the life 
and legacy of James Douglas 
Connolly, Sr. on Friday, January 
2, 2015 at 2:15 p.m. at the Dallas 
Fort Worth National Cemetery, 
Dallas where Military Honors 
were also presented.

JaMeS DoUglaS Connolly

Dr. H. Eldon Attaway, D.D.S., 
83, of Irving, Texas was called 
home by the Lord. He passed 
away at his home on December 
19, 2014. Eldon was born Jan-
uary 5, 1931 to Hugh Milton 
and Lela Chambers Attaway of 
Aransas Pass, Texas. On Sep-
tember 17, 1955, he married the 
love of his life, Joan Elizabeth 
Evans.  He attended Texas A&I 
in Kingsville, Texas, Baylor 
School of Dentistry, Dallas, and 
specialized in Orthodontics at 
the University of Nebraska.  He 
served the Baylor community 
for more than 50 years, where he 
earned the honor as the longest 
serving Associate Professor in 
Baylor school history, to date. 
He was recently recognized by 
his colleagues with the estab-
lishment of the H. Eldon Att-
away Award for excellence in 
teaching. Eldon’s passions were 
many; God first,  his  family,  his 
practice, the love of golf, and 
his beloved Cowboys. He and 
his family are life-long mem-
bers of the First United Meth-
odist Church in Irving, where 
he dedicated his Christian life 
as Steward, Usher, and honor-
able member. He was a loving 
husband to Joan, a dedicated and 
respected father to Leigh, Linda, 
and Doug and without a doubt, 
the proudest grandpa to Curtis, 
Kara, and Cade.  Eldon was tru-
ly the foundation and strength 

of his family, always offering 
his wisdom, guidance, and sup-
port to those he held dear. His 
unique and “special blend” of 
humor was only a part of what 
made him the Eldon Attaway 
that we all knew and loved.  One 
of the legacies of Eldon shines 
in the countless smiles of his pa-
tients throughout North Texas, 
and beyond. His dedication to 
excellence  in  his field was  evi-
dent to all his patients, students, 
and colleagues. As a pillar of 
the community, many lives have 
been changed through his gen-
erosity, wisdom, and dedication 
to others.  There will forever 
be a void at the 19th hole and at 
locker #143 at the Las Colinas 
Country Club. Rain, sleet, snow, 
or hail, if the course was open 
he was there hitting the links. 
He treasured the times he shared 
his passion for golf with his dear 
friends, son and grandsons and 
they will forever cherish those 
times.  A celebration of Eldon’s 
life was held Tuesday, Decem-
ber 23, 2014 at 2:00 PM at the 
First United Methodist Church 
in Irving, Texas. Eldon is pre-
ceded in death by his parents 
Hugh and Lela Attaway and his 
son Leigh Eldon Attaway. He is 
survived by his wife of 59 years, 
Joan Evans Attaway of Irving, 
Texas, daughter Linda Attaway 
Finch, and husband Rodney of 
Anderson, Texas, son, Douglas 
Milton Attaway and wife Hazel 
of McKinney, Texas, grandchil-
dren Curtis Finch, Kara Finch, 
and Cade Attaway.  In lieu of 
flowers,  contributions  may  be 
made to: The Baylor Oral Health 
Foundation. On the memo line 
of your check, please state “H. 
Eldon Attaway Scholarship 
Fund.” Checks should be mailed 
to: Department of Orthodontics, 
Baylor College of Dentistry 
3302 Gaston Ave. Dallas, Tex-
as 75246. Local arrangements 
by Brown’s Memorial Funeral 
Home.

h. elDon aTTaway

Arrangements by
Chism-Smith Funeral
Home, 972-259-7644

Maria Patino
Dec. 3, 1926 - Jan. 4, 2015

Arrangements by
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral

 Home, 972-579-1313

Alfred B. “Al” Cook
June 22, 1936 – Jan. 3, 2015

Charles “Chuck” H. Perraut
Nov. 5, 1930 – Jan. 5, 2015

Betty Norris
May 7, 1934 – Jan.5, 20156

Charles C. Huckabee
Sept. 13, 1924 – Jan.7, 2015

Rambler Newspapers sincerely apologies for switching the 
photographs of Mr. Connolly and Mr. Attaway in our previous 
issue.
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American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions
   call 469-621-7878

Buttons & Bows Square 
& Round Dance Club 

1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 
Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

Circle I - Square 
& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Friends of The Irving Theater
Second Tuesday at Joe’s Coffee Shop.

7 p.m. to eat/casual meeting at 7:30 p.m.
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thursday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
   Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Los Lupes
 Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876
Irving Noonday Lions

PH 972-409-9940
Every Wed. @ Los Lupes

In the Irving Mall 
Irving Republican

Women’s Club
Meets the second Monday of each month 

at 7pm at IHOP Restaurant
Hwy 635 @ MacArthur

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christain Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd.
Irving Women’s Network

Las Colinas Country Club
Fourth Tuesday of every month

11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.
Metroplex Glass Club

Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

972-254-3525
Single Moms Care & Support 

of Irving
2nd and 4th Fridays of each month
6:30 - 8:00 p.m. at the Irving YMCA 

(corner of Irving Blvd. and Story Road)
Free meal! Encouraging meeting! 

Kids welcome!
Thumbs up Toastmasters

Sundays 2:45 p.m.
YMCA Building 2200 W. Irving Blvd. 

 TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Berean Memorial Church
1000 E. 6th Street

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd

 Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

FUN & GAMES

 CLUBS

It was feminist and social activist Gloria 
Steinem who made the following sage ob-
servation: “Logic is in the eye of the logician.” 

Some historians claim that Moses had a 
stutter. 

If you’re like the average American, your 
vocabulary consists of roughly 45,000 
words. 

Despite the sound of the word, those 
who suffer from amusia do not have any 
impairment of their sense of humor; rath-
er, they’re tone deaf -- medically unable to 
hear or accurately reproduce relative pitch. 

When the wildly successful 1965 film “The Sound of Music” was 
released in South Korea, one theater owner felt that the movie was 
too long. He took it upon himself to remedy the situation -- by cut-
ting out all the musical numbers. 

If you’re planning a trip to the Canadian province of New Bruns-
wick, you might want to include a stop to see the Reversing Falls of 
St. John. While the St. John River flows into the Bay of Fundy at low 
tide, high tide in the bay is so extreme that it causes the water to 
reverse itself and flow from the bay back into the river. 

It’s been reported that famed chef Julia Child loved to eat corn 
chips with peanut butter. 

You might be surprised to learn that out of the 362 episodes of 
“Alfred Hitchcock Presents” that were produced over the course of 
a decade, Hitchcock himself directed only 20.

Those who study such things say that the fastest-growing sport 
among high-school students in Minnesota is trap shooting. 

1. GEOGRAPHY: What is the only Central American country that 
doesn’t have a coastline on the Pacific?

2. LANGUAGE: What does the Latin phrase “in media res” mean?
3. MOVIES: What movie featured the line, “The point is, ladies 

and gentleman, that greed -- for lack of a better word -- is good”?
4. AD SLOGANS: What American manufacturing company once 

used the slogan “Quality is job one” to sell its products?
5. MUSIC: What does it mean to play notes in a “staccato” style?
6. U.S. PRESIDENTS: What was the Secret Service’s code name for 

Ronald Reagan?
7. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: How many official languages does 

the United Nations have?
8. MYTHOLOGY: Who were the Norns in Norse mythology?
9. TELEVISION: What television sitcom featured parents who 

were named Al and Peggy?
10. MEDICAL TERMS: What is the com-

mon name for monochromatism?
Answers
1. Belize
2. In the midst of things
3. “Wall Street” (Michael Douglas)
4. Ford Motor Co.
5. Abruptly or in a disjointed manner
6. Rawhide
7. Six (English, Arabic, Spanish, Chinese, 

French and Russian)
8. Female beings who rule the destiny of 

gods and men
9. “Married With Children”
10. Complete color blindness
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Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

CATHOLIC

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Holy Family of Nazareth
Catholic Church

One block north of Hwy 183 
on Esters Rd.

Sat. 5:30pm, Sun. 8am, 
10am, 12pm, 5:30pm

972-252-5521
www.HolyFamilyChurch.net

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST  

LUTHERAN

First Christian Church
114 West Grauwyler Rd. 75061

972-579-0911
Sunday School for all ages-9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship- 10:45 a.m.

Northgate
United Methodist Church

3700 West Northgate, 75062
972-252-8519     www.northgateumc.org
Worship Service 8:15 AM in the Dome

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:45 AM in the WAC 

at the rear of the complex

Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church

2620 W. Grauwyler Rd 75061
972-790-2121

www.gslcirving.com
Sunday Worship at 

9:00am
Adult Bible Study Sunday 

10:30am

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:30 p.m.
972.790.8606 

www.BeltLineChurch.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third, 75060

972-253-3531    www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall

UNITED METHODIST

UNITY CHURCH

WORSHIP

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class

11:00 AM Service 
& Children’s Church

Reverend Frank Pounders 
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
 972-253-5083

unitychurchofirving.com

Heritage Church-PCG
1501 S. Briery Rd. 
Irving, TX 75060

Phone # 972-986-4200 or
www.heritagechurchpcg.com

BIBLE CHURCH

Thought for the Day : “These 
are bagpipes. I understand the 
inventor of the bagpipes was 
inspired when he saw a man 
carrying an indignant, asthmatic 
pig under his arm. Unfortunately, 
the man-made sound never 
equaled the purity of the sound 
achieved by the pig.” 

highest rank in the post. Boyd also 
recognized Explorer Sergeant Shay-
na Richardson and Explorer Lieu-
tenant Julia Durham for their con-
tinuing success as supervisors. 

In addition, several prestigious 
awards were given to three deserv-
ing Explorers for their outstanding 
achievements. The Explorer Rookie 

Police Explorers
Continued from Page 1

of the Year Award was presented 
to Jayson Mitchell. Explorer Cap-
tain Edgar Pena received the Su-
pervisor of the Year Award, and 
Explorer Sergeant Ramon Jacquez 
received the highly-coveted title of 
Explorer of the Year. 

During the banquet, the advi-
sors honored three members who 

aged out of the Explorer Post and 
discussed the Posts’ goals and vi-
sion for the upcoming year, which 
included increased participation in 
community service projects and po-
lice ride-alongs. 

Currently, the members of the 
Explorer Post devote hundreds of 
volunteer hours to the Irving com-
munity, assisting with service pro-
grams including National Night Out 
and the Irving Police and Fire Blue 
Christmas. 

The Explorer program is open 
to Irving students ages 14-21. Pro-
spective Explorers must pass an 
extremely stringent and rigorous 
application process. The Explorer 
members are held to a high stan-
dard in social and professional set-
tings and must maintain acceptable 
grades in all scholastic courses. 

In addition to community service, 
Explorers participate in a number of 
local, state and federal competitions 
that test their knowledge of police 
protocol, Code of Criminal Proce-
dure and Texas Penal Code. Mem-
bers also receive the opportunity to 
ride-along with Irving patrol units 
and are trained in report writing, ra-
dio traffic and more. 

To learn more about the Irving 
Police Explorers, visit www.irving-
explorers.org. 

By Richie Bernardo 
It’s a new year, which, for many, 

is also a time to renew one’s goals. 
Some will resolve to make small 
changes while others might con-
sider overhauling their lives. But 
among the most popular New Year’s 
resolutions, finding a job or getting 
a better one consistently makes the 
list.

For those in search of employ-
ment opportunities, 2015 seems a 
good time to be on the job market, 
depending, of course, on where one 

lives. According to the National As-
sociation for Business Econom-
ics, nonfarm employment will grow 
by nearly 220,000 jobs per month 
while unemployment will fall to 5.4 
percent by the fourth quarter.

In terms of job prospects and 
earning potential, college grads will 
have the upper hand. The National 
Association of Colleges and Employ-
ers reported that nearly 80 percent 
of recruiters expect to hire gradu-
ates with bachelor’s degrees in 2015, 
compared with only 2.9 percent for 

those with an associate degree and 
14.2 percent with a master’s though 
these numbers are relatively un-
changed from the previous year. In 
addition, a record two-thirds plan to 
raise starting salaries by an average 
of 3.7 percent for Class of 2015 grad-
uates with bachelor’s degrees.

In order to assess the relative 
strength of local job markets, Wal-
letHub analyzed 150 of the most 
populated U.S. cities across 16 key 
metrics. They range from job oppor-
tunities to employment growth. 

Top overall cities included:
1. Seattle, WA
2. Des Moines, IA
3. Gilbert, AZ
4. Gilbert, AZ
5. Fremont, CA.
Top Texas cities include Plano 

(10), Irving (12), Ft. Worth (16), 
Dallas (26), Arlington (29), Grand 
Prairie (30), Austin (37), Garland 
(40), Lubbock (45), Houston (46) 
and Amarillo (47).

With 1 being the best and 75 being 

average, Irving’s metrics fall into the 
following categories: 

Employment Growth – 51 
Unemployment Rate for High 

School Graduates – 15 
Unemployment Rate for People 

with Bachelor’s Degree or Higher – 
26 

Monthly Median Starting Salary 
– 18 

Median Annual Income Adjusted 
for Cost of Living – 33 

Housing Affordability – 25. 
SOURCE WalletHub

Survey ranks best, worst cities to find a job

Alfred Hitchcock

The Irving Police Explorers celebrate another successful year of significant achievements at the annual Explorer Awards Banquet.  
Pictured left to right: Antonio Huerta, Courtney Rash, Edgar Pena, Julia Durham, Baylen Clegg, Misael Gutierrez, Jose Longoria, Shayna 
Richardson, Raymond Garcia, Wesley Vincent, Daniella Ceja and Ramon Jacquez. / Photo by Nick Kammerer
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Elvis
Gospel 
Brunch

November 16th
Noon-3 p.m.

$30 per person
Featuring

Kraig Parker  
Call for details!

Daily Fresh Salad Bar

Mon-Fri - 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
$6.95 to $16

Bistro Lunch

Catering to You!
To your home, business or venue

CALL TODAY
for info on hosting your 
event at Glory House 972-259-1123

www.gloryhouse.com

Keep Irving Beautiful (KIB) cel-
ebrated another successful year in 
2014 educating the community in 
its three main focus areas – litter 
abatement, beautification and recy-
cling. KIB hosted two major clean-
ups, the “Don’t Mess with Texas 
Trash-Off” in April at Trinity View 
Park and the 23rd annual Trash Bash 
in September at T.W. Richardson 
Grove, which together drew over 
850 volunteers. Combined with re-
sults from smaller scale cleanups 
with corporate, school, neighbor-
hood associations and faith group 
partners, KIB volunteers removed 
over 13,500 pounds of litter. 

In the area of beautification, KIB 
volunteers were very active in giving 
Irving parks and recreation centers 
a fresh look in eleven different paint 
projects. The popular Fritz Park Pet-
ting Farm was “adopted” by KIB, 
and in projects with North Lake Phi 

Theta Kappa, Canon, Verizon and 
the Irving Bible Church, the park 
fences and buildings were complet-
ed. KIB took a similar approach 
at Senter Park, the city’s original 
recreation center, which was paint-
ed in five projects by AmeriCorps, 
Allstate, Microsoft and VHA volun-
teers. 

KIB volunteers also participat-
ed in two planting projects at the 
Mountain Creek Preserve Tree 
Farm, resulting in 231 native trees 
which will one day be used to re-
plenish the tree population as need-
ed in parks. Planting was also the 
theme at the Gerald Taylor Memori-
al Community Garden at Bear Creek 
Church, with KIB and dozens of oth-
er groups or individuals maintain-
ing raised beds and helping to pro-
vide fresh produce to the church’s 
food pantry. 

KIB promoted recycling at 18 

“green events,” where recycling sta-
tions were provided and attendees 
were encouraged to keep grounds 
litter-free. At events like Communi-
ty Fest and the YMCA Fall Festival, 
KIB also had a table with a spin-
ning wheel with questions about 
recycling and the environment, and 
gave away recycled books (donated 
by the Friends of the Irving Library) 
as prizes. At the PlayTri Festival Tri-
athlon, KIB’s volunteers not only 
collected recyclables at the finish 
line area, but went a step further 
in diverting waste from the landfill 
by adding the collection of organic 
materials, such as banana peels and 
apple cores,for composting.

KIB’s year was highlighted when 
Irving won the prestigious Gov-
ernor’s Community Achievement 
Award from the Texas Department 
of Transportation and Keep Texas 
Beautiful. 

Keep Irving Beautiful volunteers make a difference
“When you look at what KIB has 

accomplished during 2014, you re-
alize how important our volunteers 
are,” KIB Board member Arnold 
Martin said. “It is so encouraging 
to see people of all ages and from 
so many different backgrounds 

working together toward the goal of 
taking care of our environment and 
making Irving more beautiful. They 
gave over 4,200 hours of their time, 
and for that, we thank them very 
much.” 

SOURCE Keep Irving Beautiful 

Volunteers are at the heart of all Keep Irving Beautiful activities. / Courtesy photo

The Dallas Arboretum and Botan-
ical Garden set an attendance record 
in 2014 with nearly one million vis-
itors. It has also received another 
Fodor’s Travel accolade as one of 
the top “10 Botanical Gardens with 
Wow-Factor Winter Transforma-
tions” to add to its many awards. 

The total attendance of 978,468 
guests in 2014 exceeded 2013’s total 
by 248,242, or almost 34 percent. 
Compared to 2012, when the garden 
had the Chihuly exhibit, there were 
38,872 more guests in 2014, or a 4 
percent increase. The 12 Days eve-
ning viewings were also quite pop-
ular as the Arboretum had 17,500 
more guests for those viewings than 
for the same period for Chihuly in 
2012. The Chihuly exhibit was dis-
played for eight months compared 
with two months for this year’s new 
12 Days of Christmas’ 25-foot-tall 
gazebos. 

“There were several factors that 
led to record-breaking numbers in 
2014: It was the first full year of the 
extraordinary Rory Meyers Chil-
dren’s Adventure Garden; the 30th 
anniversary of Dallas Blooms in the 
spring; and the debut of The 12 Days 
of Christmas, a blockbuster holiday 
exhibit that attracted locals and out-
of-town visitors,” Dallas Arboretum 
Board Chairman Bill Graue said. 

In addition to the attendance re-
cord, the Dallas Arboretum also 
added another accolade by being 
named as one of the top “10 Botani-
cal Gardens with Wow-Factor Win-
ter Transformations” by Fodor’s 
Travel. According to Fodor’s Travel, 
“Known for its extravagant garden 

transformations (as seen in Fodor’s 
America’s Best Pumpkin Festivals), 
the Dallas Arboretum and Botanical 
Garden’s new 12 Days of Christmas 
winter exhibit continues to up the 
ante this year.” 

This exhibit ended on Jan. 4, but 
the Dallas Arboretum plans to bring 
it back in November 2015. 

“We want to thank those who vis-
ited, joined as members, attended a 
concert or another event, or took an 
Adult Education class for being part 
of a record-breaking year,” Mary 
Brinegar, Dallas Arboretum presi-
dent and CEO, said. “We are stew-
ards of this magnificent garden, and 
we thank our 400 regular volunteers 
who contributed more than 70,000 
hours in ensuring that every visitor’s 
experience is remarkable.” 

Since the Dallas Arboretum 
opened to the public in 1984, the 
66-acre garden includes many for-
mal and informal garden spaces, 
world-recognized trial gardens, a 

Dallas Arboretum breaks
attendance records

LeRoy and Clereta Toler of Ir-
ving celebrated their 72nd wed-
ding anniversary on January 9.  
They were married in Dallas, TX 
on January 9, 1943.  LeRoy is a 
lifelong resident of Irving. After 
spending three years in the Army 
Air Corps stationed in Kansas 
City, Kansas and Stockton, Cali-
fornia, they returned to the Toler 
family farm in the Elm commu-
nity of Irving. built a house and 
raised their family.  They still live 
there today.  They have two chil-
dren, Bob Toler and Sharon Hix; 
six grandchildren, Robin Fenley, 
Brian Hix, Heather Cozart, Jan-
et McMillen, Lisa Simms, and 

Jennifer Neumann; and nine 
great-grandchildren, Jarrett and 
Addison Fenley, Elleson and 
Elin Cozart, Kendall and Leyton 
Simms, Reagan and Dale Hix, 
and Piper Neumann.  They cele-
brated their anniversary with all 
their family.

LeRoy and Clereta Toler anniversary

concert lawn, picnic areas, food ser-
vice areas, a gift shop, orientation 
theater, classrooms and the historic 
DeGolyer House. 

SOURCE Dallas Arboretum and Botanical 
Garden

Outside Sales 
Representative 

Wanted
Rambler Newspapers is currently 

seeking outgoing individuals 
who enjoy working closely with 

community business leaders.
To apply send resume to johns@

ramblernewspapers.net
For more information

call 972-870-1992


