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“When you visit, you’ll find a friendly 
neighborhood cafe with excellent

service. Once you’ve tried us
you’ll be back soon!”

See PARADE, Page 7

Subscribe today 
and help an 
Irving student 
go to college. 972-870-1992

By Teri Webster  
Muscle-bound men and women 
strutted their stuff at the 2015 NPC 
Independence Day Classic body-
building competition on Saturday, 
July 4 at the Irving Convention 
Center. 

The Thompson Muscle Contest/
National Physique Committee of 
Texas competition was a qualifier 
for bodybuilders hoping to compete 
at the national level.

As any mere mortal can imagine, 
competing requires a lot of prepa-
ration. Working out at the gym, 
following a strict diet, and learning 
how to ‘strike a pose’ are all import-
ant. Being handsome or beautiful 
doesn’t hurt either.

“It’s a lot of work, but it’s also very 
individualistic,” said Lee Thomp-
son, chairman of NPC Texas, and 
an IFBB (International Federation 
of Body Building and Fitness) Pro 
League and Olympia Judge. “Most 

By Teri Webster  
Thousands celebrated the City 
of Irving’s “Birthday Wishes to 
America” during the Fourth of July 
parade Saturday. 

The parade featured costumed 
characters, floats and custom ve-
hicles from a range of community 
organizations, families and busi-
nesses. Handfuls of candy were 
thrown from the floats to children 
in the crowd. After the parade, peo-
ple walked to Heritage Park to relax 
with music by the Kenny Chavez 
Combo, free watermelon slices and 
bottled water.

“I really liked the sparkly Lady 
Liberty statue,” Jennah Walker 
of Irving said. “The band is pretty 
good, too.” 

Others were already looking for-
ward to the evening fireworks show.

“I’ve enjoyed the parade, and I’ll 
be coming out to see the fireworks,” 
said Irving resident Annette Wil-
liams, who attended the event with 
her husband, Kevin. “It’s a day to 
celebrate freedom.”

It was also a time to celebrate 
getting together with family and 
friends.

“It’s a great day to be with 
family,” Vianey Rodriguez said. 

By Courtney Ouellette
Judo fighters took to the mats at 

the 2015 USA Junior Olympic In-
ternational at the Irving Conven-
tion Center June 26-28. Male and 
female athletes from all over the 
world competed for medals through 
the weekend.

Making its first Olympic appear-
ance at the Tokyo Olympic Games in 
1964, Judo is the most widely prac-
ticed martial art, which is based on 
self-defense. 

Maya Schmitt, 16, traveled from 
Saint Paul, Minn. with her father to 
compete.

“I’ve been doing judo for about 
five years now,” Schmitt said. “I 
originally started doing jujitsu, 
which is another form of fighting. I 
was going to do competitions in ju-

By Teri Webster  
A gas mask, barbed wire from no 
man’s land, and a small shovel used 
to dig trenches are just a few of the 
artifacts in the World War I exhibit, 
“Lest We Forget.” 

The exhibit found a home for 
one day at The Remington at Valley 
Ranch in Irving, where residents 
and the public had a chance to learn 
more about the First World War. 
June of 2014 marked the 100th anni-
versary of the start of World War I, 
which took place from 1914 to 1918. 

“World War I has taken a back 

Irving begins America’s birthday with parade
Melissa Montoya said she enjoyed 
the “small town feeling, even though 
it’s in a city.” 

Others felt a sense of pride in see-
ing people from all types of back-
grounds come together.

“Historically, Irving has a big 
commitment to the community,” 
said Lynn Harper, aquatics supervi-
sor for the City of Irving. “It still has 
a hometown feel, and it’s because 
people come out and participate in 
these events.”

The parade provided a ven-
ue with a variety of different 
tastes, interests and viewpoints. 
Carrying American flags, the group 
Muslims for Loyalty, part of the 
Dallas Chapter of the worldwide 
Ahmadiyya Muslim Community, 
marched in the parade. “Love for All 
– Hatred for None,” is the group’s 
slogan. 

The group is “a dynamic, fast 
growing international revival move-
ment within Islam. Founded in 
1889, the Ahmadiyya Muslim Com-
munity spans over 190 countries 
with membership exceeding tens of 
millions,” according to its website, 
islamindallas.org.

Throwing candy and waving to the crowd, Irving children celebrate Independence day on a float Saturday, July 4 during the annual 
parade.  / Photo by John Starkey

Judo Junior Olympics take over 
Irving Convention Center

World War I exhibit 
sparks memories

seat,” said Keith Colley, who 
collected the artifacts on dis-
play. “We’re trying to get people 
to remember what happened.” 
Colley works for Klarus Home Care, 
a Fort Worth home health care busi-
ness. His official title is “Director of 
Things That Matter.” A history buff, 
Colley occasionally travels to the 
National World War I Museum and 
Memorial in St. Louis, to conduct 
research. 

He sees this historical exhibit as 

See WWI, Page 2

Men, women, muscle 
create bodybuilding 

community
of them work out an hour or two 
hours a day. On Sundays, they pre-
pare their meals for the week.” 

The bodybuilders are scored on a 
list of physical criteria, but judging 
is also somewhat subjective. 

“I always use the example that if 
I’m at a county fair and it’s my job 
to judge apples, I’m looking for that 
nice, red apple,” Thompson said. “If 
I show up to the judges table and I 
have four oranges, two peaches and 
a pear, I still have to select a winner. 
This is why people say, ‘we don’t un-
derstand what you’re looking for.’ 
It’s because with the criteria, some-
body still has to win. So now, those 
four oranges are pushing the look to 
go in a certain direction.”

The ‘Super Bowl’ of bodybuilding 
is the Olympia competition, accord-
ing to Thompson, who has judged 
all levels, from beginners to national 
and international competitions. 

See BODYBUILDING, Page 3

jitsu, but I needed to learn how to 
take opponents to the ground and 
stuff so I started doing judo.

“Once I started doing judo, I start-
ed liking it a lot more. I like the com-
petition a lot more, because you can 
be technical both on the ground and 
standing. It just felt more comfort-
able to me to fight this way, on my 
feet, versus the ground.” 

Competing in multiple matches 
over the three-day tournament be-
gan to take a physical toll on her. 

“Yesterday during my compe-
tition, a girl arm barred me, and I 
overextended my arm a little bit. 
It hurts but nothing’s broken,” 

Schmitt said. 
Like many sports, judo provides 

a set of skills and habits that can be 
used in daily life. For Schmitt, judo 
has had a significant impact on her 
self-image. 

“It’s helped me become more 
confident, because you’re going out 
there like, ‘okay, I have to fight this 
person. I’m going to be aggressive, 
and I have to stand up to her.’ It’s 
helped me to come out my shell 
and be more confident about what I 
do, and that translates to my life in 
general, being more confident and 

See JUDO, Page 8



Page 2 July 11, 2015 www.RamblerNewspapers.com

972-870-1992 | ideas@irvingrambler.net | feedback@irvingrambler.net | news@irvingrambler.net

The Rambler is Copyrighted 2015

Owners  Stacey & John Starkey

To reach an Advertising Representative, please call 972-870-1992.

The entire contents of this newspaper are the sole 
property of Rambler Newspapers, with all rights reserved. 
Reproduction or use, without permission, of editorial or 
graphic content in any manner is prohibited.

If you have an upcoming event, game scores, a 
press release, or interesting story, please let us know.  The 
Rambler encourages submission of articles, facts, and 
photographs pertaining to the people, life, business, and 
entertainment of Irving, Texas.

The Rambler #024981 is published weekly by 
Rambler Newspapers, P.O. Box 177731, Irving, TX 75017.

You can subscribe to The Rambler for $45 per 
year. The Rambler is also distributed in businesses and 
public areas. 

Deadline for the submission of articles and adver-
tising is noon Wednesday, prior to the publication date.  
All submitted articles are subject to editing.  Opinions 
expressed in submitted advertisements, articles, editorial, 
or commentary are those of the writer, and not necessarily 
those of The Rambler, the publisher, editor, or any staff 
member. All articles, press releases, photographs and other 
materials submitted become the property of The Rambler.

The Publication of columnists’ views, as well as ad-
vertising, does not constitute endorsement. The Rambler 
reserves the right to reject or edit any advertising.  The 
Rambler, its publisher, and editor are not responsible for 
errors in advertising.

The Rambler Volume 12 Issue 28  is published weekly 
for $45 dollars a year by Rambler Newspapers, 627 S. 
Rogers, Irving, TX 75060. Periodicals postage prices paid 
at Irving, Texas. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
The Rambler, P.O. Box 177731, Irving, TX 75017.

one more way to help senior citi-
zens.

“I want seniors – because they’re 
the last generation to have a parent 
or a grandparent in the war – to 
see this,” said Colley, whose exhibit 
was on display at the Remington on 
Thursday, July 2.

Remington residents who served 
in later wars, or had relatives in 
World War I, were moved by the 
display.

“It all comes back to life,” Rem-
ington resident Ned Aiello said. 
“The display is wonderful. There’s 
always something going on here; 
something for us to do.”

Pat Jones said the display brought 
back memories of when she went to 
Paris after graduating from college. 
While visiting, she travelled to small 
towns near the German border, 
where every village church had a 
memorial for a soldier from World 
War I.

“There was a helmet, a rifle or a 
jacket of the solider that was killed 
from that village,” Jones said. “It 
was at the altar. They revered these 
young men so much because they 
were the cream of the crop of their 
people. In World War I they sent the 
best of their men into battle. That’s 
why they didn’t have anything left 
for World War II. They were all 
gone.” 

Love Field played a role in World 
War I, serving as base for flight 
training for the United States Army 
Air Service. Colley has a photo of the 
first graduating class of the pilots 
and the aircraft they flew. 

“Because of World War I, Love 

Field later became an airport,” Col-
ley said. “At first, it was just a field, 
and that was it. They decided to start 
training pilots there, and it became 
the place where they started ship-
ping everybody to learn how to be a 
pilot.”

Every piece in the exhibit has a 
story behind it. 

The shovel, a tool used by soldiers 
to dig trenches, represents an im-
portant part of World War I history. 
A total of 25,000 miles of trenches 
were dug during World War I, an 

amount that is about equal to travel-
ling around the world one time.

“The troops would have to fight 
and then go dig,” Colley said. “There 
was no resting. If they got a night’s 
rest in, if they got a nap, it was very 
rare. We have the soldiers’ letters 
and in them they say, ‘I don’t know 
what’s worse: Fighting or being in 
the trenches. All of our hands were 
bloody all the time.’”

Colley said he could “talk for 
hours and hours” about the war. 

“We can’t forget this,” Colley said. 

WWI
Continued from Page 1

By Richie Bernardo  
Kick off your Sunday shoes, and 

put on some sneakers. July is Na-
tional Park and Recreation Month, 
which gives everyone an excuse to 
get moving. Americans are fond of 
the outdoors, after all, and it’s evi-
dent in the amount of greenbacks 
they invest on green space. In 2014, 
the most populous U.S. cities collec-
tively spent more than $6.4 billion 
on parks and recreation.

And those cities should expect 
a handsome return on that invest-
ment. Neighborhood parks are in-
strumental to building community 
cohesion, boosting property values, 
improving public health and reduc-
ing pollution. In Washington, for in-
stance, close proximity to a park in-
creases a home’s value by 5 percent. 
Neighborhood parks in Sacramento, 
Calif., contribute an estimated sav-
ings of nearly $20 million on health 
care costs.

But the term “parks and recre-

AUSTIN – The Interagency 
Task Force for Children with Spe-
cial Needs, supported by the Texas 
Health and Human Services Com-
mission, recently launched a new 
website — NavigateLifeTexas.org — 
to help families who have children 
with disabilities and special health 
care needs.

Website helps parents of children with 
disabilities and special health care needs

NavigateLifeTexas.org was built 
for anyone who needs to find rele-
vant, comprehensive, and accurate 
information about services in Tex-
as for children with disabilities and 
special health care needs. The site 
was designed by parents, for par-
ents, but it’s a valuable resource for 
caregivers, clinicians, professionals, 

and support groups as well. A Span-
ish version of the site is at Avance-
mosJuntosTexas.org.

The website streamlines the pro-
cess caregivers take to find informa-
tion they need to help their loved 
ones who have special health care 
needs, and it covers subjects that 
range from early diagnosis to adult-

hood.
“Easier access to current and re-

liable information will empower 
more parents to be effective advo-
cates for their children,” said Donna 
McCamant, who serves on the task 
force. She is also the mother of an 
adult daughter with multiple dis-
abilities. “While the website is not an 
end-all, it does provide a wide range 
of information, from how to talk to 
your doctor to what transitioning to 
adulthood looks like. It can act as a 
roadmap.”

“NavigateLifeTexas.org provides 
relevant and reliable information 
for parents as well as HHSC staff 
who are helping parents research 
information,” HHSC Deputy Exec-
utive Commissioner Patricia Vojack 
said.

The Texas Legislature created the 
task force and directed it to improve 
the coordination, quality and effi-
ciency for the delivery of services for 
children with disabilities and special 
health care needs. The task force’s 
top priority is helping parents be-
come more informed and empow-
ered, which led to the creation of 
NavigateLifeTexas.org.

Categories on the website include 
“Diagnosis and Healthcare,” “Insur-
ance and Financial Help,” “Family 
Support,” “Education and Schools,” 
and “Transition to Adulthood.” 
Visitors can enter their ZIP code to 
search for support groups, services, 
and events that are specific to their 
region. The data provided on the site 
has been vetted by parents, physi-
cians, parent organizations, subject 
matter experts, and state agencies.

The task force also has launched 
a statewide education campaign 
designed to inform people about 
the new site. The campaign will 
culminate Aug. 1, which has been 
designed “Navigate Life Day.” On 
that day, families, businesses, lo-
cal governments, hospitals, health 
advocacy groups, and faith-based 
organizations across Texas will cel-
ebrate children with disabilities and 
special health care needs and their 
families. These agencies and orga-
nizations will also host community 
outreach events to spread the word 
about NavigateLifeTexas.org.

SOURCE Texas Health and Human Services 
Commission

Survey determines best & 
worst cities for recreation

ation” encompasses far more than 
just park facilities and exercise. In 
this study, the survey also consid-
ered those whose favorite pastime 
may be exploring museums, going 
to concerts or even attending food 
festivals, all of which contribute to 
the overall well-being of a city.

To highlight the benefits of public 
spaces and recreational activities to 
consumers and the local economy, 
WalletHub compared the 100 larg-
est U.S. cities across 27 key metrics. 
In each city, the survey examined 
basic costs, the quality of parks, the 
accessibility of entertainment and 
recreational facilities as well as the 
climate. 

The top five cities for recreation 
are as follows: (1) Cincinnati, OH; 
(2) Omaha, NE; (3) Scottsdale, AZ; 
(4) Tampa, FL; and (5) Boise, ID.

No Texas cities appeared in the 
top 25 cities ranked. Texas cities in-
cluded in the survey are as follows: 
(29) Austin, (43) El Paso, (69) Pla-

no, (72) Dallas, (74) Houston, (75) 
Lubbock, (77) Corpus Christi, (82) 
San Antonio, (84) Fort Worth, (88) 
Arlington, (92) Garland, (97) Lare-
do and (98) Irving. 

This additional information was 
taken into consideration when 
determining Irving’s ranking. 
Recreation in Irving (1=Best; 
50=Avg.): 

73rd – Acres of Parkland per 
100,000 Residents

77th – Parkland as a % of City 
Area

67th – Number of Bike Rental Fa-
cilities per 100,000 Residents

70th – Average Food Price
56th – Number of Tennis Courts 

per 100,000 Residents
62nd – Number of Park Play-

grounds per 100,000 Residents
95th – Number of Coffee & Tea 

Shops per 100,000 Residents
94th – Number of Public Golf 

Courses per 100,000 Residents.
SOURCE WalletHub
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Catskill Puppet Theater: The Vil-
lain’s Moustache
July 13, 10 a.m.
This lively puppet show is a good old-fash-
ioned musical melodrama featuring colorful 
two ½-foot tall rod puppets with animated 
mouths, eyes and eyebrows! The audience 
saves the day by booing the wisecracking 
villain, shouting advice to the damsel-in-dis-
tress heroine, Little Nell, and cheering her 
friends. The music includes Ragtime and 
popular Tin Pan Alley favorites. All seats 
reserved. Dupree Theater l 10 a.m. l $7.50; 
$6 groups of 10 or more (single payment 
required); $2 lap children age 2 or less 
available at the door.

KidNotes
July 14, 11 a.m.
The Las Colinas Symphony Orchestra will be 
presenting its KidsNotes programs at East 
Branch Library Irving. 
KidsNotes is a one-hour program that begins 
with the reading of a book such as, “Zin! Zin! 
Zin! A Violin” or “The Remarkable Farkle 
McBride,” which introduces the different 
families of instruments in an engaging and 
fun way. Next, depending on the age of the 
participants, students engage in games that 
explore musical concepts like pitch, rhythm, 
and timbre. Then one of our professional mu-
sicians introduces and plays their instrument, 
choosing music suitable for a young audi-
ence. To finish up, we have an Instrument 
Petting Zoo! which allows children to try out 
an instrument from each of the four orchestra 
families to learn more about their favorites!

KidNotes
July 17, 11 a.m.
The Las Colinas Symphony Orchestra will 
be presenting its KidsNotes programs at 
Cozby Library. 
KidsNotes is a one-hour program that begins 

with the reading of a book such as, “Zin! Zin! 
Zin! A Violin” or “The Remarkable Farkle 
McBride,” which introduces the different 
families of instruments in an engaging and 
fun way. Next, depending on the age of the 
participants, students engage in games that 
explore musical concepts like pitch, rhythm, 
and timbre. Then one of our professional mu-
sicians introduces and plays their instrument, 
choosing music suitable for a young audi-
ence. To finish up, we have an Instrument 
Petting Zoo! which allows children to try out 
an instrument from each of the four orchestra 
families to learn more about their favorites!

Irving Fire to Fill more than 50 
Firefighter Positions
The Irving Fire Department (IFD) is accepting 
registrations through July 31 for its Civil 
Service Exam, which will be administered 
Sept. 21. The department plans to hire more 
than 50 candidates, with an expected starting 
pay of approximately $4,202 per month.  
Candidates must be between 21 and 35 
years of age and a U.S. citizen. A college 
degree is not required, nor are firefighter 
or emergency medical technician (EMT) 
certifications necessary to register for 
the exam. Visit the IFD website for a full 
list of minimum eligibility requirements.  
For more information about employment with 
the IFD, visit irvingfd.com. To register for the 
exam, visit the Fire Registration website or 
call (972) 721-2696.

Teen Splash Jam
July 11, 7 – 11 p.m.
Teens are invited to hang out with friends 
and enjoy an evening of music, swimming 
and fun at Lee Park Pool, 3000 Pamela 
Drive. Complimentary food and drinks will be 
provided. This event is open to all middle and 
high school students. Free admission with a 
valid IPAR card or student ID.

Daniel Sullivan of Plano was the Men 
Physique Open Overall Winner in the NPC 
Texas Independence Day Classic national 
qualifier. / Photo courtesy of NPC

Daily Fresh Salad Bar

Mon-Fri - 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
$7.95 to $16

Bistro Lunch
972-259-1123

www.gloryhouse.com

Catering to You!
To your home, business or venue

CALL TODAY
for info on hosting your 
event at Glory House

Elvis Gospel Brunch 
July 12th, Noon - 3 PM

Join us for brunch and a show - $38
*We are closed July 3 - 6. 

Sometimes, people celebrating 
weight loss and fitness achieve-
ments will sign up for the qualifying 
events, Thompson noted. 

“They just want to be in it to have 
fun or to celebrate what they’ve 
done,” Thompson said.

Andre Johnson of Irving said he 
did not compete in Saturday’s event, 
but has qualified for another up-
coming competition.

Johnson decided to seriously pur-
sue bodybuilding because he was 
already lifting weights. At age 44, he 
scoffs at people who say he should 
not do it.

“A lot of people are at home sit-

Bodybuilding
Continued from Page 1

ting on the sofa watching the Cow-
boys and criticizing them,” Johnson 
said. “I’d rather be doing something. 
Maybe we can’t get on the gridiron, 
but they’re in the weight room, just 
like we’re in the weight room. In-
stead of sitting there and watching 
someone else do something, we go 
out and do it.”

A sense of community is what 
keeps some bodybuilders working 
hard. 

“It really varies, but for some of 
them, this is where they find their 
community,” Thompson said. “They 
may go in the morning and then 
back at night and find themselves 
sitting around drinking coffee or 
water, or just talking about their 
day. More people are coming to the 
gym not only to work out but to so-
cialize.”

Winners from the competition 
included: Men Bodybuilding Novice 
Overall Winner, Gabriel Sly; Men 
Bodybuilding Open Overall Winner, 
Tony Davis; Men Physique Open 
Overall Winner, Daniel Sullivan and 
Bikini Open Overall Winner, Rebeca 
Izquierdo.

The event also featured a variety 
of health-related vendors. 

Jasonja Ward, creative developer 
of “The All-Natural Healthy Cook-
ie,” developed her recipes to help 
her lower her cholesterol and eat 
healthier. 

“I did not want to be on medica-
tion,” Ward said. 

Traditional routes to lowering 
her cholesterol were not working, 
so Ward did extensive research and 
developed a new eating plan that 
features her collection of healthy 
sweets.

According to the National Phy-
sique Committee’s website, the 
event “is the premier amateur phy-
sique organization in the world. 
Since 1982, the top athletes in body-
building, fitness, figure, bikini and 
physique have started their careers 
in the NPC. Many of those athletes 
graduated to successful careers in 
the IFBB Professional League, a list 
that includes 24 Olympia and 38 Ar-
nold Classic winners.”

By Jess Paniszczyn
Champion spellers minded their 

p’s and q’s while keeping their i’s 
before their e’s during the 2015 
MetLife South Asian Spelling Bee. 
The competition for spelling phen-
oms 14 and younger of South Asian 
descent was held at Collin College in 
Plano on June 20. 

Smrithi Upadhyayula, 13, of Cop-
pell was the regional champ. Rahul 
Karthi, 12, of Irving was the first 
runner-up, and Christopher Cruz, 
11, of Frisco was the second run-
ner-up. The winners received prizes 
of $500, $300 and $200, respec-
tively.

Regional level events are also 
being held in Los Angeles, the Bay 
Area, Dallas, Houston, Chicago, Se-
attle, Atlanta, Charlotte, Washing-
ton, D.C. Metro, New Jersey, New 

Spelling champs advance to 
national competition

York and Boston. 
Smrithi and Rahul will now ad-

vance to the nation finals in New 

Brunswick, New Jersey. The cham-
pion’s grand prize awarded in Au-
gust will be $10,000. 

Local spelling whizzes Cristopher Cruz (second runner-up), Smriti Upadhyayula 
(regional champion) and Rahul Karthi (first runner-up) celebrate their success with the 
MetLife South Asian Spelling Bee founder Rahul Walia. / Courtesy Photo
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59. Favorite Orthopedic Care Office?
60. Favorite Pediatrician?
61. Favorite Pharmacy?
 
MISC

62. Business with the Friendliest Service?
63. Favorite Attorney?
64. Favorite Day Care?
65. Favorite Employment / Staffing Agency?  
66. Favorite Photographer?
67. Favorite Sign / Banner Store?
 
PETS

68. Favorite Place to Board your Pet?
69. Favorite Grooming Salon?
70. Favorite Pet Friendly Spot?
71. Favorite Pet Store?
72. Favorite Veterinarian / Veterinary Clinic?  

Quinlan
Hi my name is Quinlan. I know that is a guy’s name, but I am an 
adorable young girl. I am a 5 month old, small black and white 
spayed female. I was rescued from another shelter and am looking 
for my first real loving home. So if you’re looking for a cute, quiet, 
loving pet I am the girl for you. I will be looking forward to meeting 
you soon.

Hank
Hi. My name is Hank. I’m about 1 year old, and was rescued from 
another shelter. When you meet me, you will definitely notice the 
Labrador traits, but also some terrier traits. I’m a very outgoing, 
friendly, sweet, smart boy as any lab but I am unsure about other 
dogs. I’ve started to work on some commands with the shelter team, 
and I’m ready to impress. I love meeting new people, and cannot wait 
to have a new family of my own. I’m saving up energy, just waiting 
to learn to play catch, other commands, and maybe some tricks. 
So if you are looking for one sweet boy, who has lots of energy and 
potential, come on over, and lets meet. I’ll be here waiting. 

Put a Paw print in your heart
and a best friend in your home

OPEN
   Tuesday - Friday
         11am - 6 pm
   Saturday
         10 am - 5 pm 

LOCATION
   4140 Valley View Ln.
   Irving, TX 75038
   972-721-7788
   www.DFWHumane.com

Rambler

Subscribe 
to the  

972-870-1992 ADOPT a new family member today! DONATE if you can not adopt!

READER’S CHOICE SURVEY
YOU ARE THE JUDGE. Every year we ask our readers and the community to vote for their favorite businesses. Let your favorite Irving and Coppell businesses know you appreciate their 
services by voting for them today. Only complete the categories that are relevant to you. All personal information will be kept private and only used for statistical purposes. The results will 
be published the end of October 2015 in our annual Reader’s Choice magazine that informs its readers of the best and most popular companies in the area. The magazine is inserted into the 
Rambler newspaper and is distributed to various churches and community organizations as a reference guide for newcomers.

1. Are you a regular Rambler Newspaper reader?
Yes   No

2. How were you informed of this survey?

3. Which category below includes your age?
17 or younger  18 -29
30- 39    40 -49
50 -59    60 or older

READERSHIP
4. In the last 12 months have you done any of the following as a result of reading a Rambler Newspaper    
In print or Online. (Check all that apply)
Discussed an Article or Referred Someone to an Article?
Visited a specific Store?              Cut out an Advertisement? 
Attended an Event?                Researched a Topic for More Information?
Referred Someone to the Rambler?               Cut out an Article?
Liked or Shared a Rambler Article online?

5. Where do you get your local news? (Check all that apply)
 Chamber Bulletin  Citizens’ Advocate  City Spectrum
Coppell Gazette  Dallas Morning News  Fort Worth Star Telegram  
Internet   Radio   Rambler Newspaper 
Social Media   Television     The Blurb
Other

6. What type of articles would you or do you like to find in the Rambler? (Check all that apply)
Arts     Births / Deaths  Business  
Civic Organizations  Clubs   Church
College     Comics     Crime 
Elections   Employment    Events  
Games   Graduation   Hard News
Hobbies   Holidays   Jobs  
Military     Movies   Music 
Nonprofit Organizations  Parenthood     Pets
Politics     Puzzles     Schools
Shopping   Sports     Theater
Youth Activates

7. What do you like about the Rambler Newspapers?  

8. If you wish to receive notices and information from Rambler Newspapers please provide your email 
address. An email address is not required to answer the survey.

AUTOMOTIVE

4. Favorite Auto Supply Store?
5. Favorite Car Wash / Detailing?
6. Favorite Motorcycle Dealership?
8. Favorite Car Dealership (new/used)?
9. Favorite Auto Repair Shop?
10. Favorite Paint and Body Shop?
11. Favorite Tire Shop?

COMMUNITY

12. Favorite Community Leader /volunteer?
13. Favorite Local Landmark?
14. Favorite Local Nonprofit Organization?
15. Favorite Local School Sports Team?

EDUCATION

16. Favorite Charter or Private School
17. Favorite College/University/Trade School?  
18. Favorite Public School?

HOME

19. Favorite Carpet Cleaning Service?
20. Favorite Carpet / Flooring Installation 
Service?  

21. Favorite Electrician?
22. Favorite Exterminator?
23. Favorite Hardware/Home improve. store?  
24. Favorite Heating/Air Conditioning Co.?
25. Favorite Landscaping & Garden Store?
26. Favorite Paint Store?
27. Favorite Plumber?
28. Favorite Real Estate Company?
29. Favorite Real Estate Agent?
30. Favorite Roofing Company?
 
ENTERTAINMENT

31. Favorite Golf Course?
32. Favorite Local Band or Orchestra?
33. Favorite Local Museum?
34. Favorite Local Arts Organization?
35. Favorite Movie Theater?
36. Favorite Travel Agency?

FINANCIAL

37. Favorite Bank or Credit Union?
38. Favorite CPA?
39. Favorite Financial Planner/Advisor?
40. Favorite Insurance Company?
41. Favorite Mortgage Company?

RESTAURANT

73. Favorite Asian Restaurant?
74. Favorite Bar / Pub?
75. Favorite Bar B Que Restaurant?
76. Favorite Buffet?
77. Best Chicken Fried Steak or Chicken Fried Chicken?
78. Favorite Caterer?
79. Favorite Coffee Shop?
80. Coldest Beer?
81. Best Donuts or Bakery?
82. Favorite Fast Food Restaurant?
83. Favorite French Restaurant?
84. Best French Fries / Cheese Fries?
85. Best Frozen Yogurt?
86. Favorite Greek / Middle Eastern Restaurant?  
87. Best Hamburgers?
88. Favorite Happy Hour?
89. Favorite Healthy / Lite / Vegetarian Restaurant?  
90. Favorite “Home Cookin’” Restaurant?

91. Favorite Ice Cream Shop?
92. Favorite Indian Restaurant?
93. Favorite Italian Restaurant?  
94. Favorite Kid Friendly Restaurant?
95. Favorite Late Night Restaurant?
96. Best Margaritas?
97. Favorite Mexican Restaurant?
98. Best Pie?
99. Best Pizza?
100. Favorite Romantic Restaurant?
101. Favorite Sandwich / Sub Shop?
102. Favorite Seafood Restaurant?
103. Best Steak?
104. Best Sushi?
105. Best Tacos?
106. Best Wings?
107. Restaurant with the Best Service?
108. Restaurant with Best Value 
for the Dollar?

SHOPPING

109. Favorite Antique Store?
110. Favorite Appliance Store?
111. Favorite Beer / Wine Shop?
112. Favorite Bicycle Shop?
113. Favorite Children’s Clothing Store?
114. Favorite Clothing Store?
115. Favorite Computer Store / Repair?
116. Favorite Dry Cleaners?
117. Favorite Flower Shop?
118. Favorite Gift Shop?

119. Favorite Grocery Store?
120. Favorite Hobby Shop?
121. Favorite Jewelry Store?
122. Favorite Music Store?
123. Favorite Nail Salon?
124. Favorite Office Supply Store?  
125. Favorite Organic Foods Store?
126. Favorite Shoe Store?
127. Favorite Specialty Boutique?
128. Favorite Thrift/Consignment/Re Sale Store?  

42. What is your occupation?
CEO     Construction   Homemaker
Lawn Worker    Business Owner  Professional  
Retail   Retired   Tradesperson 
Unemployed

43. What is your approximate average household income?
$0  - $19,999   $20,000  - $39,999
$40,000  - $74,999  $75,000  - $99,999
$100,000  - $124,999  $125,000  - $149,999
$150,000  - $174,999  $175,000  - $199,999
$200,000 and up

LIVING

44. Favorite Apartment/Duplex/Complex?
45. Favorite Assisted Living Center?
46. Favorite Nursing Facility?
47. Favorite Retirement/Sr. Living Facility?  
 
MEDICAL

48. Favorite Chiropractor?
49. Favorite Cosmetic Surgeon?
50. Favorite Dentist?
51. Favorite Eye Doctor?
52. Favorite Eyewear Provider?
53. Favorite Family Doctor?
54. Favorite Hearing Aid Provider?
55. Favorite Home Healthcare Provider?
56. Favorite Hospital?
57. Favorite Massage Therapist?
58. Favorite OBGYN   Women’s Health Office?  
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their information on a 
monthly basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have accurate 
information. Listings are limited to the Organization’s name, 
meeting location and time. If an organization wishes to have more 
information than the free listing offers, we will continue to offer 
other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2015 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2015 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions
   call 469-621-7878

Buttons & Bows Square 
& Round Dance Club 

1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 
Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

Circle I - Square 
& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

CWTM Homeless Aux. Club
 2nd Saturday of each month 11 am -1 pm

575-694-2896 
Fred’s BBQ 808 E. Irving Blvd.
Evening Lions Club

1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Bible Church

2301 Texas Drive
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thursday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
 Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876
Irving Noonday Lions

PH 972-409-9940
Every Wed. @ Los Lupes

In the Irving Mall 
Irving Retired School

Personnel Association
First Christain Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

LYFT Club of Irving

Fred’s BBQ / 808 E. Irving Blvd. 
Monday - Friday 11-3

972-704-6572
Metroplex Glass Club

Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
South Irving Library 

Second floor boardroom 
Creating useful items for local charities

Beginners and Crocheters welcome
www.sticksandstrings.org

 TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Berean Memorial Church
1000 E. 6th Street

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd

 Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS

* It was 19th-century French journalist, 
preacher and political activist Jean-Baptiste 
Henri-Dominique Lacordaire who made the 
following sage observation: “Neither genius, 
fame nor love show the greatness of the 
soul. Only kindness can do that.” 

* Walt Disney wanted at first to use the 
name “Mickey Mouse Park” for what we now 
know as Disney World. 

* The first successful human organ trans-
plant occurred in 1950. It was a kidney. 

* You might be surprised to learn that 
manatees have fingernails on their flippers. 
Flippernails, perhaps?

* Thanks to the schedule of the American school system, U.S. 
sales of peanut butter increase dramatically in September and suf-
fer an equally dramatic drop in June. 

* If you’ve ever gone to a shoe store and had your foot mea-
sured to determine length, width and arch length, you might be 
interested to learn that the gadget used to make such measure-
ments is called a Brannock device. Charles F. Brannock, the son of 
a shoe industry entrepreneur, patented his first prototype in 1926, 
and his invention is still the industry standard. Some early models 
are even featured in the Smithsonian Institution. 

* A friend of Sir Isaac Newton first came up with the symbol we 
use to represent the concept of infinity, but he originally meant it 
to mean a very small quantity.

* Until 1836, the river that formed the border between the Unit-
ed States and Mexico was not the Rio Grande; it was the Colorado.

1. ADVERTISEMENTS: What kind of product did the animated 
character Toucan Sam sell?

2. LITERATURE: Who wrote the novel “Watership Down”?
3. MOVIES: Who plays the title character in “Nanny McPhee”?
4. ANATOMY: The temporal bone would be found in what part 

of the human body?
5. MEASUREMENTS: How long is a cubit?
6. ASTRONOMY: Which planet in our solar system is closest in 

size to Earth?
7. MUSIC: What is an anthem?
8. INVENTIONS: Who invented the modern-day assembly line?

Answers
1. Froot Loops cereal
2. Richard Adams
3. Emma Thompson
4. The skull

5. The length of a forearm, from the 
middle finger to the elbow

6. Venus
7. A piece of music intended to be sung 

to express patriotism, love or commit-
ment.

8. Ransom Olds, who used it to build the 
first mass-produced automobile.
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OBITUARIES
Arrangements by

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home 
972-579-1313 

Lewis Wayne Monroney
Jul. 11, 1922 - Jul. 2, 2015

Ruth Coley
Aug. 23, 1931 - Jul. 2, 2015

DEATH NOTICES

Terry Rutschman
Sep. 20, 1942 - Jul. 5, 2015

Arrangements by
Chism-Smith Funeral Home

972-259-7644

Loretta Faye Hill
Aug. 7, 1950 - Jul. 4, 2015

Shirley Ann Haines
Aug. 23, 1937 - Jul. 6, 2015

- ATTENTION -

ORACLE
Employees and Retirees

If  you are a current participant in the 
Oracle Corporation 401(k) Savings 

and Investment Plan, we would like to 
speak with you about our investigation 
of  fees and investment options in your 

401(k) plan.

Please call:

Mark Boyko 
Law Offices of  

SCHLICHTER BOGARD & DENTON, LLP

(800) 873-5297
(Missouri Licensed Attorneys)

100 South 4th Street 
St. Louis, MO 63102

The choice of  a lawyer is an important decision and 
should not be based solely upon advertisement

LEGALS

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
laurier@ramblernewspapers.net

Accountant:  Apply by mail only to 
DeWind Co., 2201 W. Royal Ln., 
#200, Irving, TX 75063, attn. HR 
Manager.

One Cemetery Lot for Sale at Oak 
Grove Memorial. Prime Lot at Front, 
$1900. For more information call 
505-690-5914.

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, COUNTY OF CHARLESTON, IN THE FAMILY COURT, NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

SUMMONS

JAY L. CONNELLY, Plaintiff, vs. DOROTHY THORNE-WEIR and MICHAEL D. WEIR, Defendant
Docket No. 2015-DR-10-2067
TO THE DEFENDANT ABOVE-NAMED: 
DOROTHY THORNE-WEIR and MICHAEL D. WEIR
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and notified that an action has been filed against you in this court. Within thirty (30) days of the 
day you receive this Summons, you must respond in writing to this Complaint by filing an Answer with this court.  You must also 
serve a copy of your Answer to this Complaint upon the Plaintiff or the Plaintiff’s Attorney at the address shown below.  If you fail to 
answer the Complaint, judgment by default could be rendered against you for the relief requested in the Complaint.

By: Guy J. Vitetta
VITETTA LAW GROUP
225 Seven Farms Drive, Suite 201,  
Daniel Island, South Carolina, 29492
843.302.2050 (telephone)
843.377.8390 (facsimile)
guy@vitettalawgroup.com

Garage Sale Fri – Sat, July 17-18, 
at 516 Murl Dr. Irving, Tx. Furniture, 
sports items, collectibles, art works, 
etc. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2015-9702
ZONING CASE NO. ZC14-0086

ZONING CLASSIFICATION – S-P-1

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, 
GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE BELT LINE COMMERCIAL 
PARK ADDITION AND LOCATED AT 712 SOUTH BELT LINE ROAD, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A 
ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR C-C USES 
UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-1 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR C-OU-2 USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, 
AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS 
AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; 
PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING 
THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT 
CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.
 
PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, on July 2, 2015.
BETH VAN DUYNE, MAYOR

ATTEST:
Shanae Jennings, City Secretary

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
Charles R. Anderson, City Attorney

Irving Cares Restaurant Week a Success
The first Annual Irving Cares 

Restaurant Week, May 11 – 24, 
was a resounding success, drawing 
new and repeat business to the par-
ticipating restaurants, generating 
awareness about Irving Cares’ mis-
sion, and raising $7,072 for Irving 
Cares. 

Eat local. Order often. Benefit Ir-
ving Cares: was the mantra during 
the two weeks between Mother’s 
Day and the start of the Byron Nel-

son Golf Tournament. A variety of 
meals and deals were available, with 
good times to be had at every stop.  
Restaurant partners included Baker 
Bros. Deli, Champps, Fish City Grill, 
Glory House, i Fratelli Ristorante 
& Wine Bar, Joe’s Coffee Shop, La 
Margarita, Mi Cocina, PJ’s Café, and 
Taco Diner. 

“Irving Cares has enjoyed work-
ing with our generous partners, 
and we are excited that they are al-

ready helping us plan for next year’s 
event,” said Teddie Story, CEO of Ir-
ving Cares. “Look for the second An-
nual Irving Cares Restaurant Week 
after Mother’s Day in 2016.”

SOURCE Irving Cares

David Cole, owner of  i Fratelli Ristorante 
& Wine Bar, presents Heather Newell, 
Development Director for Irving Cares, 
with a check in support of Irving Cares 
Restaurant Week. 
 / Photo courtesy of NPC

Outside Sales
Representative 

Wanted
Rambler Newspapers is currently 

seeking outgoing individuals 
who enjoy working closely with 

community business leaders.

To apply send resume to johns@
ramblernewspapers.net

For more information call
972-870-1992
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UNITY CHURCH

Unity of Irving
Sunday Morning Ser-vices:

9:30 AM Adult Class
11:00 AM Service

& Children’s Church
Reverend Frank Pounders

and Reverend Margaret Pounders
210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061

972-253-5083
unitychurchofirving.com

Heart of Worship Baptist
2201 W. Shady Grove Rd

howbc.org
Worship 9 am
S. S. 10:30 am

Pastor Mike Blalock
214-864-0635

BAPTIST

Northgate
United Methodist Church

3700 West Northgate, 75062
972-252-8519 www.northgateumc.org
Worship Service 8:15 AM in the Dome

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:45 AM in the WAC 

at the rear of the complex

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third,  75060

972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODISTCHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:30 p.m.
972-790-8606 

www.BeltLineChurch.com

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ, Scientist
2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 75061

972-253-7202
www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-0476

access code 884879
For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

WORSHIP

WORSHIP ADS
To list your house of worship in the Rambler, please contact 
Laurie at  972-870-1992 or Laurier@ramblernewspapers.net

LUTHERAN

Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church

2620 West Grauwyler Rd.
Irving, TX 75061
972-790-2121

www.gslcirving.com
Sunday Worship Service 9:00AM
Rally Day September 13, 2015

Pastor Bradley T. Carroll

UNITED METHODIST

The Dallas Chapter of the Univer-
sal Peace Federation also marched 
in the parade, something it has done 
for several years. In the wake of the 
Supreme Court’s decision to legal-
ize gay marriage, the group carried 
signs indicating their belief that 
marriage is between one man and 
one woman.

Each year, the parade entries are 
judged to determine the best entry 
for each category. The 2015 parade 
winners are as follows:

Best Costume:  Royal Princess 
Celebration

Best Float – Commercial:  Fiesta 
Mart

Best Float – Non Commercial:  

Church of Scientology – Founda-
tions For A Drug Free World

Most Unique Vehicle:  DCET – 
Believe In Yourself

Best Marching/Walking:  Irving 
Dynamic Cheer

Best of Show:  American Legion
Runner up:  Irving Cheer Associ-

ation.

Parade
Continued from Page 1

By Courtney Ouellette
Following the Independence Day 

parade, Irving residents took their 
celebrations lakeside as they en-
joyed food, live entertainment, ac-
tivities for the kids and a fireworks 
show at Lake Carolyn on Saturday, 
July 4. 

Guests enjoyed airbrush tattoos, a 
rock climbing wall, and a variety of 
foods, in addition to entertainment 
by the All Funk Radio Show and the 
Las Colinas Symphony Orchestra.

The highlight of the evening for 
many guests, like Justin Jarvis, 22, 
was the fireworks show. 

“I came out here with a couple of 
friends to watch the fireworks,” Jar-
vis said. “A few of them have never 
been out here to the lake, so it’s great 
that they get to come out on top of 
all the other stuff going on.” 

Jarvis and his friends however, 
almost decided to forgo the festival. 

“We almost decided to skip the 
fest, because parking was so crazy,” 
Jarvis said. “But after a few circles 
we got lucky and found a spot. It just 
goes to show how many people actu-
ally come out.

“So far, we’ve stopped at a few dif-
ferent food stands. We’ve been eye-
ing the snow cones, so we’ll proba-
bly stop and grab some. The music 
has been really good; I’ve seen some 
people dancing around, especially 
the kids. Now we’re just waiting for 

Irving Celebrates Independence 
Day by the lake 

these fireworks to get started,” he 
said. 

Like Jarvis, Julius and Tiffany 
Hudson were eager to watch the 
fireworks, but thankfully, didn’t 
have to worry about parking. 

“We actually just got back in 
town,” Julius said. “We live next 
door here and knew the fireworks 
were going to happen, so we decided 
to come out here and enjoy some of 
the festivities.”

People who flowed into Las Coli-
nas for the fireworks certainly were 
not disappointed.

“They were really good, this is just 
great. It’s fun to hear the kids have 
fun,” Julius said. 

Although Tiffany enjoyed the fire-
works and festivities, they weren’t 
her favorite part of the evening. 

“I like the sense of community,” 
Tiffany said. “I like how everyone 
just came together. It’s a great way 
to be among so many people of dif-
ferent nationalities, from different 
backgrounds. We like to people 
watch also, and it’s a beautiful thing 
when we can all come together and 
focus on one thing in celebration.”

For many, Independence Day is 
a day to barbeque with friends and 
family, watch fireworks and relax. 
Although these are popular tradi-
tions among Americans, it’s import-
ant to remember the day’s true sig-
nificance. 

“You know, people will say, ‘Oh, 
we come together and barbeque.’ As 
a kindergarten teacher, I teach that 
it’s more than that,” Tiffany said. “In 
our curriculum, we teach the histo-
ry of it, how other people celebrate 
around the country, the meaning 
behind it, and the kids are finding 
an awareness and a sense of citizen-
ship.

“I don’t remember that curricu-
lum being taught when I was a kid, 
but I think we’re getting back to that 
even as teachers. We’re encouraging 
them to think past the barbeque and 
the fireworks. It’s important to teach 
kids the history, so they don’t lose 
the meaning behind it.”

Another thought weighed on the 
minds of many during this year’s 
celebration. Due to an increased 
number of terrorist threats, Amer-
icans were told to be more aware 
while they celebrated. 

“I was a bit nervous, the news has 
mentioned higher alerts for terror-
ism that could possibly happen. I 
just had to at some point say I’m not 
going to be afraid,” Tiffany said. 

“There’s a little bit of caution,” 
Julius said. “You want to be aware, 
but don’t want it to dictate how you 
carry yourself. Be cautious, but don’t 
let it overpower you having fun and 
enjoying what’s out here. I think we 
just need to worry about these peo-
ple getting out of these parking lots.” 

Residents of Irving began thier Independence Day with the 
annual parade, followed by an evening of fireworks at Lake 
Carolyn. / Photos by John Starkey and Courtney Ouellette
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Judo
Continued from Page 1

Schmitt (blue) and Elizabeth Wright (white) 
battle for a top spot in their weight division 
during the Judo Junior Olympics. / Photo by 
StephenSchmitt 

straightforward with people,” she 
said. 

Her parents, Stephen and Bibi 
Zaheeda Schmitt couldn’t be more 
proud. 

“She competed for three days, 
so she’s done a lot of work,” Ste-
phen said. “It’s exciting. It’s kind of 
nerve-racking obviously, but it’s a 
great learning experience. It’s some-
thing she’s really taken to and it’s 
fun to watch her go out and excel in 
something she enjoys.

“That’s how it is with kids, they 
always look for something they have 
a spark with, and she took to judo. 
It’s been really nice for us as a fami-
ly, because our judo club encourages 
parents to come workout. So pretty 
soon, I have a gee on, and then my 
wife has a gee on, and our little one 
has a gee on. It’s kind of became our 
Girl Scout thing. But, instead of do-
ing Girls Scout things, we do arm 
bars and choke each other out,” he 
said. 

Like Stephen, Bibi is proud of Ma-
ya’s approach not only to judo, but 
also to the rest of her responsibili-
ties. 

“Maya works very hard at what 
she sets her mind to,” Bibi said. “Be-
tween school, her job working at the 
movie theater and judo she has a 
very full schedule. I think judo has 
really been a foundation of disci-
pline for her. 

“When I saw how much she en-
joyed it, I fully supported her. For 
me judo is a lot of fun. I grew up in 

Guyana, South America, and there 
were not a lot of opportunities to do 
sports especially for girls,” she said.

To Bibi, the best part is that judo 
brings her family together. 

“I like the fact that we have an 
activity that we can all take part 
in. Granted, my husband and I are 
not as competitive about it as our 
kids, but it is still a joy to be able to 
spend time with them and watch 
them grow and develop,” she said.

“We do dedicate a lot of time and 
effort toward judo, but at the same 
time try to use it to bring the fam-
ily together. In this sense, judo has 
been great not only for Maya, but a 
blessing for our whole family,” Bibi 
said. 

Editor:
All my accomplishments in the 

City of Irving are due to all my dear 
friends that support me to be what I 
am today. 

May 18 was a very special day, 
because I was accepted to Irving 
Park Board. When I swore in front 
of the present Board members my 
devotion to serve and my accep-
tance, it brought back memories of 
when I became American citizen. 
My heart was pounding with pride. 
The judge’s words are still with me 
to today. He said... ‘We Americans 
take for granted to be born here... 
But you are invited and choose. Be a 
great American!’ Yes I will. 

Thank you to all my friends who 
accept me and help me to be a good 
citizen of this Great Country. I sol-
emnly promise to serve and protect 
the country that gave the opportuni-
ty to be a Good American. 

All my 4th July in Irving, I walk 
beside floats with my dear Rudy 
saluting my new Country. I like to 
share with all my dear friends my 
picture of riding the Irving Park 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Board with emotional pride and 
gratitude. My smile and enthusiasm 
are the same as when I left Brazil to 
follow my Destiny to be here to Sa-
lute all of you with gratitude . Viva 
America the Land of Opportunity! 

Pray for me to be an Good Amer-
ican. 

Maria da Gloria Seppy reflects on becoming a U.S. 
citizen and her recent acceptance to the Irving 
Park Board and gives thanks for her support. / 
Courtesy photo 

The University of Dallas has been 
included, once again, in the “Fiske 
Guide to Colleges 2016,” making it 
the only Catholic college or universi-
ty to receive such an honor in Texas 
or the southwest. This is the eighth 
consecutive year the university has 
been recognized by the Fiske Guide 
for being one of the nation’s best 
and most interesting universities.

“The University of Dallas has 

The Irving Police Department 
conducted DWI No-Refusal op-
erations over the July 4th holiday 
weekend. The operations took place 
on the nights of Friday, July 3 and 
Saturday, July 4 by means of a 
grant from the Texas Department of 
Transportation. 

During No-Refusal operations, 
those arrested for DWI are only 
offered a blood test to determine 
their blood alcohol concentration. 
A search warrant, authorizing a 
blood draw for analysis purposes, is 

University of Dallas included in ‘Fiske Guide to Colleges 2016’
long been recognized for offering a 
thorough education in the classics 
of Western Civilization,” said John 
Plotts, senior vice president for en-
rollment and student services. “It’s 
an honor to be included in the ‘Fiske 
Guide to Colleges.’”

The University of Dallas is hailed 
by Fiske as appealing to “those stu-
dents who pride themselves on be-
ing the ‘philosopher kings of the 

21st century,’ but whose roots go 
back to the Roman thinkers of an 
earlier era.” Also highlighted were 
the university’s semester-long study 
abroad Rome Program and small 
class sizes.

The guide includes 26 Catholic 
institutions among the 322 selected. 
It also includes three other Dallas/
Fort Worth universities: Southern 
Methodist University, Texas Chris-

tian University and the University of 
Texas at Dallas. According to Fiske’s 
criteria, the selection of schools is 
based on “the quality of the academ-
ic offerings in relation to the cost of 
attendance.”

Compiled by former New York 
Times Education Editor Edward B. 
Fiske, the “Fiske Guide to Colleges 
2016” is a selective, subjective and 
systematic look at more than 300 

colleges and universities in Canada, 
Great Britain and the United States. 
For more information, visit www.
sourcebookscollege.com and www.
fiskeguide.com.

SOURCE University of Dallas

July 4th DWI 
No-Refusal 

weekend results 
sought for anyone refusing consent 
to a blood test. 

A total of 14 DWI (1 Felony) and 2 
DUI – minor arrests were made by 
officers working grant funded posi-
tions over the weekend. Additional-
ly, officers made 1 non-DWI related 
arrest and issued 33 citations. 

The Irving Police Department 
will continue to participate in these 
grant-funded operations as they 
have shown continued success in Ir-
ving and across the state. 

SOURCE Irving Police Department 


