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See AHMED, Page 3

Monday - Saturday: 5:30 am - 8:00 pm
 Sunday: 7:00 am - 3:00 pm

We are now open!  Experience the new 
look with the same PJ’s feel. Come on 
in and see the usual friendly faces and 

meet some new ones! 

See FANDOMS, Page 2

With the upcoming release of the new Star Wars film Star Wars: The Force Awakens, fans of all shapes and sizes boarded the Death Star 
and used the Force to battle Darth Vader’s minions. / Photo by Courtney Ouellette

See FAITH, Page 4

See SPORTS, Page 5

By Jess Paniszczyn
Ahmed Mohamed, a freshman at 

MacArthur High School, was hand-
cuffed and taken into custody by the 
Irving Police Department after his 
teacher confiscated his homemade 
clock on Sept. 14. 

The nearly instantaneous reac-
tions to Ahmed’s treatment by the 
school district and police depart-
ment made him an Internet sen-
sation and an overnight celebrity. 
Since then, Ahmed has met Presi-
dent Obama, made a pilgrimage to 
Mecca, visited Google, met Queen 
Rania of Jordan and Prime Minister 
Ahmet Davutoglu of Turkey, as well 
as President Omar al-Bashir of Su-
dan.

Shortly after Ahmed’s arrest and 
subsequent release, his father, Mo-
hamed El-Hassan Mohamed, stat-
ed that Ahmed would not return to 
MacArthur High School. Mr. Mo-

By Sarah Bays
Audrey Contreras sat among 

a couple hundred other students 
Tuesday morning at the student life 
center on the North Lake College 
campus. Cell phones were silenced. 
Mouths were closed and all eyes 
were riveted to a stream of jades, 
turquoises and sky blues that wound 
its way through the crowd and into 
row of chairs. 

This line, Muslim women, 
dressed in black body coverings and 
blue head coverings, were one of the 
reasons Contreras was at the event, 
Islam: Facts and Myths, held by the 
school to promote awareness of the 
religion.

“They’re not much different than 
we are,” Contreras said as she left 

By Adam Stephens
Over two hundred children with 

visual impairments from Texas, 
New Mexico, Colorado and Okla-
homa competed in the 17th annual 
Sports Extravaganza, hosted by the 
Region 10 Educational Service Cen-
ter at Nimitz High School, Oct. 16 - 
17. 

The Sports Extravaganza allows 
children and young adults (ages 0 to 
22) with visual impairments to par-
ticipate in a number of competitive 
and non-competitive sports such as 
track and field, beep baseball, and 
shot put. Special provisions were 
made for each event, such as tether-
ing the athletes to a volunteer who 
acted as a guide during races. 

“There aren’t a lot of chances for 
people with visual impairments to 
compete in events,” Region 10 Deaf 
Blind Consultant Hillary Keys said. 
“There’s one event in West Texas, 
and then us. Those are the only two 
events [in Region 10]. 

“One little girl from last year told 

hamed recently released the follow-
ing statement regarding his family’s 
plans to move out of the United 
States. 

“Our family has been over-
whelmed by the many offers of 
support we have received since the 
unfortunate incident of Ahmed’s 
arrest,” Mohamed said. “From the 
White House to Sudan, to Mecca, 
we have been welcomed by a variety 
of individuals, businesses and edu-
cational institutions, which have all 
provided Ahmed with real encour-
agement and the ambition to con-
tinue to work hard.

“After careful consideration of 
all the generous offers received, 
we would like to announce that we 
have accepted a kind offer from 
Qatar Foundation for Education, 
Science and Community Devel-

Ahmed Mohamed’s 
family decides to 
move to Qatar North Lake panel discusses 

connections between faiths
the talk. “I learned a lot about the 
women. They have a lot more rights 
than I thought they did.”

Contreras, a Christian from Dal-
las, said she didn’t realize how much 
Islam and Christianity have in com-
mon, including similar characters 
like Abraham, Isaac, Moses and Je-
sus.

“I guess I feel kind of guilty be-
cause I believed [what I was told],” 
she said. 

North Lake College held the event 
as part of a government class and 
initiative by Professor Gabriel Bach. 
Panelists included Zia Sheikh, of 
the Islamic Center of Irving; Nicole 

Queen, a member of the Islam-
ic Speakers Bureau - Dallas/Fort 
Worth; Robert Hunt, from the SMU 
Perkins School of Theology; and 
Omar Suleiman, from the Bayyinah 
Institute. 

Organizers said they wanted to of-
fer clarity and information as world 
events have zeroed in on Islam and 
the Muslim world. Bach said he felt 
the forum, the second of three, was 
needed after students in his classes 
seemed to have a negative view of 
Islam due to political and cultural 
events.

Sports Extravaganza 
gives visually impaired 
kids a chance to compete

me, ‘I see all my friends at school, 
they go to track meets and athlet-
ic events. There’s nothing for me 
at my school. This is the only place 
where I get a level playing field to 
compete against people just like my 
classmates.’ The experience kids get 
to have here is amazing because it 
doesn’t exist elsewhere,” Keys said.

One of the competitions hosted 
during the event was a goalball tour-
nament. Goalball is a sport designed 
specifically to be played by people 
with visual impairments. The ob-
jective is to get a ball with bells at-
tached to it past the opponents’ goal 
line without going out of bounds. 
Players need to listen for the ball in 
order to stop it. The game is much 
faster paced at advanced levels.

The events were split into com-
petitive and non-competitive fields. 
Players were grouped based on gen-
der, age, and level of visual impair-
ment. An awards ceremony was held 
for each of the competitive events.

By Courtney Ouellette
From anime fans to Trekkies, 

more than 20,000 fans took over 
the Irving Convention Center for 
Dallas Comic Con Fan Days Oct. 
16-18. Featuring headliners like the 
stars of Karate Kid, Xena: Warrior 
Princess and Lost Girl, guests got to 
meet their favorite heroes and her-
oines, take photos, get autographs 
and sit in on Q&A panels about 
comic book animation, cosplaying 
and more. 

A member of the cosplay pan-
el and Grapevine resident Hioshi 
Jackson described how he learned 
his versatile skillset and announced 
details on his upcoming roles.

“I didn’t even care about cosplay-
ing until I moved to Texas. I was a 
child actor when I was younger, so 
I did a lot of stuff when I was a kid. 
I did voice acting, I did live martial 

Fandoms unite at Dallas Comic Con Fan Days
arts, and I stepped away from it be-
cause it was really draining. To be 
10 and always having that kind of 
attention was really rough,” Jackson 
said. 

Eventually, Jackson found his 
way back to the industry. In addition 
to attending comic cons, he current-
ly voices the character Fox Alistair 
on the sci-fi action anime web series 
RWBY (pronounced ruby) that fol-
lows a group of characters in a fic-
tional world filled with supernatural 
characters and plotlines. 

Born in Wasaka, Japan, Jackson 
had the opportunity to start over 
once his family moved to the States. 

“Nobody knew me,” he said. “I 
didn’t speak enough English to 
make any enemies or friends so it 
was okay. Eventually I started mak-
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Fandoms
Continued from Page 1

ing friends and we would go to an-
ime conventions and all of a sudden 
I started getting popular in anime 
conventions again because we start-
ed stage fighting at cons. One day 
an agent walked up to me and said 
‘You’re an amazing fighter; would 
you like to stand up with our stu-
dio?’ and I was like ‘Sure’.

“So I started doing stunt work and 
martial arts. I have five black belts 
and a master’s in Kendo [a swords-
manship martial art],” he said. “I’m 
actually going to be the blue Power 
Ranger for the Ninja Shuriken Se-
ries.” 

In addition to voice acting, stunt 
work and professional cosplaying, 
Jackson creates his own costumes, 
weapons and helmets, a skill he 
learned from his friend and instruc-
tor Natsu, who also attended Fan 
Days. “She taught me everything I 
know so far,” Jackson said. “I spe-
cialize in weapons.”

“He commissioned me to make a 
couple costumes for him and he left 
them in a car and they melted. This 
was a couple years ago and we’ve 
both gotten better since then. But 
that inspired him to make stuff and 
we just kind of work off each other,” 
Natsu said.

“I’ve been making costumes since 
I was a kid, just out of cardboard and 
stuff, and all of my costumes have 

cost me under $20 up until 2012 
when a friend asked me to make a 
costume. He spent the $200 on the 
materials and ever since then, peo-
ple have been coming to me and I’ve 
been learning how to spend money 
on costumes to make them better so 
they last. It just kind of snowballed 
from there,” she said.

“I do a lot of armor and robots and 
bad guys. I’ve been talking with a lot 
of people, telling them which ma-
terials are good to use. I brought a 
lot of examples using straight foam, 
Mod Podge covered things, the la-
tex that they use now, just to better 
show the pros and cons of each,” 
Natsu said.

“The full costume of armor that 
would go with something like the 
helmet from the Crimson Lancemen 
[based on Borderlands, an action 
role-playing first-person shooter 
video game], would take about a 
month to make,” she said. “Usual-
ly, if I’m doing a costume full-time 
I can do a full armor suit in about a 
month. If I’m doing it part-time, it’ll 
be about three months.” 

Like Natsu, many cosplayers and 
comic con enthusiasts, like cosplay 
panelist Krystle Starr, do so part-
time. “Cosplay is not my source of 
income like a lot of the people here. 
That would be amazing, but I don’t 

think I would be fulfilled if that’s all 
I did,” Starr said. 

“I used to work for the school 
newspaper and we used to cover 
conventions,” she said. William 
Shatner was at the first show and 
my dad was a huge Trek fan, so I was 
like oh I could get press passes and 
have my dad meet William Shatner; 
it was like his dream. So I did and 
it was really awesome. But once I 
graduated I didn’t have access to 
press credentials.”

So following graduation, she 
started her own website and pub-
lished stories on over 20 shows a 
year. Today, the site is called nerd-
ninja.com. 

“When I was covering for the web-
site, I was working, but you don’t 
want to go to a show as a civilian; 
you want to have fun too, so I just 
started dressing up too,” Starr said. 

“I just started a wide collection of 
costumes and I’ve been doing it for 
so long that a lot of the show own-
ers would branch off and start their 
own shows and be like, ‘Hey will you 
be a guest?’, and I just started and 
I really do enjoy it. I’m getting into 
doing more panels, helping people, 
explaining what I do as a real job,” 
she said. 

Starr is an art teacher at My Pos-
sibilities, a nonprofit group in Plano. 
The organization is a continuing ed-

ucation program for special needs 
adults that offers various programs 
including a culinary program, job 
programs, a gym, computer lab and 
monthly retreats for “hugely im-
portant people,” or HIPSTERS, as 
the students are known to employ-
ees of My Possibilities.  

“It’s just a really magical place, to 
be quite honest. I actually was a ju-
nior Animator and I left and took a 
huge pay cut but it made my heart 
way bigger, so I know it was worth 
it,” she said. “Right now at the show, 
we’re trying to raise some money for 
our Willy Wonka and the Chocolate 
Factory play that will be taking place 
next year. The HIPSTERS paint all 
of their own backdrops, and I help 
them make all of their costumes and 
props.” 

Starr found a way to combine her 
two passions through a comic book 
club for the HIPSTERS, a program 
that has been received with enthu-
siasm from the Comic Con commu-
nity.

“They gave us a huge booth and I 
think we had over 100 pieces of art 
that I helped my students with. I 
started talking to them about it and 
the characters, and good and evil 
and right and wrong and really ap-

plying that to your everyday life and 
it hit home,” she said. 

“It’s really good for them because 
they get to explore new things,” 
Starr said. Recently she was able to 
bring her students to a Comic Con 
in the area. “I made them all big red 
flowing capes so we were this big 
parade and they had never been to a 
show. It was overwhelming for a lot 
of them. So now every time we do an 
event they get a patch on their cape, 
kind of like the Girl Scouts.” 

“We need more space and staff 
or volunteers. Time is the most pre-
cious commodity. Some of our big-
gest supports are UTD [University 
of Texas at Dallas] and Dr. Pepper/
Snapple. They have been behind us 
since day one,” she said. 

“Our goal for My Possibilities 
right now is – and it is happening, 
the plans have been drawn out – 
we’re building a university for adults 
with disabilities, and it will be the 
first university for people like this 
in the world. So far we haven’t any-
thing similar, so we will be the first 
and it will be in Dallas,” Starr said. 

Fans who missed out can plan to 
attend the next Dallas Comic Con 
Fan Days taking place next year, 
Feb. 13-14. 

Dressed to impress in home 
made costumes, several fans 
stole the show at Dallas Fan 
Days, in addition to meeting 
some of their favorite stars from 
popular television shows and 
movies. / Photos by John Starkey and 
Courtney Ouellette



Page 3October 24, 2015www.RamblerNewspapers.com

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Annual Wildflower Seeding to be 
hosted by Keep Coppell Beautiful
October 24, 9 a.m. 
Keep Coppell Beautiful will hold the annual 
Wildflower Seeding on Saturday, October 
24, 2015 at 9:00 a.m.  Gather your family, 
friends, scout troop, and neighbors and 
come to Moore Road Park to participate in 
creating a plush wildflower meadow! Seeds 
will be spread along the trail on the north 
side of Moore Road Park to Andy Brown Park 
East. The more the merrier at this all-ages 
event, but it wraps up quickly, so be sure to 
arrive on time to join in on the fun! There 
is no cost to participate in the Wildflower 
Seeding and pre-registration is not required. 
For more information, see www.coppellcom-
munitygarden.org.

Bangla Blast 2015
October 24, 7:00 p.m
Presented by the Bangladeshi Expatriate 
Society Texas, this show strives to connect 
different generations of the Bangla communi-

ty through dialogue and to get young people 
excited about their common heritage. Dupree 
Theater  l  $15-$20

Fall Fest & Family Funday
October 24, 11 am-3 pm
Join the Irving Arts Center and the Villages 
on MacArthur on Saturday, October 24 
for a FREE, fun Fall Festival. All ages are 
welcome. Kids are invited to wear their 
Halloween costumes, get their face painted, 
jump in the bounce house, pick out a pump-
kin from the patch, climb aboard a firetruck, 
and participate in a fun arts and crafts. Free 
hotdogs and hamburgers will be offered while 
supplies last beginning at 11 a.m. There will 
“Virtual Dementia Tours” and community 
bingo beginning at 1 p.m. Blood pressure 
and memory care checks will be offered and 
Carter Blood Care will be on-site holding a 
blood drive. 
Held in conjunction with an Irving Arts Center 
Family Funday, an instructor-led craft will 
be offered for all ages, with a number of 
exhibits on display including The Garden 

of Earthly Delight. IAC, Parking Lot & Next 
Door  l  FREE
2015 Constitutional Amendments: 
Synopsis of Ballot Issues
October 26, 6:30 – 8:00 PM
Sponsored by Irving League of Women 
Voters What: State Rep. Rodney Anderson 
speaks on the Constitutional Amendments. 
When: Monday, 26 October, 2015. Time: 6:30 
– 8:00 PM. Where: Irving South Library - 601 
Schultz Dr. Irving, TX.
Representative Rodney Anderson - District 
105 will review and explain the Constitutional 
Amendments.
Early Voting is October 19 – October 30, 
2015. Election Day is November 3, 2015. 
RSVP philudy@tx.rr.com

Imagine Irving Vision Unveiling
October 28, 6pm-8pm
The Imagine Irving process has captured the 
ideas of thousands of Irving’s residents who 
have big dreams for the community. Their 
input has been gathered in public workshops, 

in stakeholder interviews, and through public 
surveys.The City of Irving invites all commu-
nity members to join city staff for an open 
house at South Irving Library, 601 Schulze 
Dr. Everyone will have the opportunity to 
learn about the Imagine Irving Vision – the 
guiding document that captures how we 
imagine Irving improving in the next 20 years. 
The event will also kick off the Vision Survey, 
which will be available online and in person at 
the event for residents and other community 
members to submit ideas and give feedback.

Grand Hotel
October 30-November 8
“People come and people go, but nothing 
ever happens at the Grand Hote.” Lyric Stage 
presents this quirky musical with a colorful 
cast of characters: an aging ballerina, a bar-
on who must steal jewels to make a living, a 
dying bookkeeper, and a typist with dreams 
of on-screen stardom. These are just a few of 
the guests who pass through the Grand Hotel 
in Berlin in the early 1930s. Book by Luther 
Davis, music and lyrics by Robert Wright 

and George Forrest with additional lyrics by 
Maury Yeston. Carpenter Hall  l   $25-$53 -- 
Thursday Evening Show: Nov. 5th at 8:00 PM 
/ Friday Evening Shows: Oct 30th and Nov 
6th at 8:00 PM / Saturday Evening Shows: 
Oct 31st and Nov 7th at 8:00 PM / Sunday 
Matinees: Nov 1st and Nov 8th at 2:30 PM 

Entertainment Series of Irving to 
present Presidio Brass
 November 16
The Entertainment Series of Irving will pres-
ent Presidio Brass as its second concert of 
the 2015-2016 concert series. The evening 
will also include a silent auction held prior to 
the concert. These five young men present 
film music with a good dose of wit and humor 
that together have become hallmarks of 
every Presidio Brass performance.  Contact 
the Irving Arts Center Box Office at 972-
252-2787 for tickets.  For more information 
on this concert and the silent auction, call 
972-252-3838. Carpenter Hall, Irving Arts 
Center, 3333 N. MacArthur, Irving 75062.

Ahmed
Continued from Page 1

opment (QF) for Ahmed to join 
the prestigious QF Young Innova-
tors Program, which reflects the 
organization’s ongoing dedica-
tion to empowering young people 
and fostering a culture of innova-
tion and creativity.

“This means that we, as a family, 
will relocate to Qatar where Ahmed 
will receive a full scholarship for his 
secondary and undergraduate edu-
cation.

“Earlier this month, we were in-
vited to visit QF and were hugely 
impressed by the state of the art fa-
cilities, community atmosphere and 
vast array of U.S. and international 
campuses on offer in Education City.

“My son Ahmed is very excited 
and said, ‘I really enjoyed my time 
at Education City where I met oth-
er kids, like me who are part of the 
Young Innovators Program. Qatar 
was a cool place to visit. I loved the 
city of Doha because it’s so mod-

ern. I saw so many amazing schools 
there, many of them campuses of 
famous American universities. The 
teachers were great. I think I will 
learn a lot and have fun too.’

“We are so thankful for all the 
wonderful and generous offers we 
have received from here in the U.S. 
and from all over the world and we 
truly appreciate the support shown 
to Ahmed and his education, which 
has of course been central to our de-
cision.”

By Courtney Ouellette
Kids are faced with several rights-

of-passage by the time they reach 
their mid-teens, perhaps the most 
important being the sacred privilege 
of driving. As the number of dis-
tractions continues to rise, exposing 
young drivers to safe driving prac-
tices is more important than ever. 
On Saturday Oct. 17, Irving teens 
and their parents got that chance at 
the fourth annual AAA Texas Teen 
Driver Safety Fair at Lively Pointe 
Youth Center. 

“Too often we hear about trag-
edies that can be prevented,” said 
Doug Shupe, senior public affairs 
specialist with AAA Texas. “Ac-
cording to the Texas Department 
of Transportation, last year alone 
in Texas, more than 250 teenage 
passengers and drivers between the 
ages of 13 and 19 were killed on our 
roadways. More than 1,700 were in-
jured.”

According to studies done by 
AAA, one of the major causes of ac-
cidents involving teenagers is dis-
tractions. The number one cause of 
crashes appears to be having other 
teenage passengers in the car. 

AAA Texas fights vehicle related teenage deaths with Driver Safety Fair
“Other challenges that teens face 

are drowsy driving, DWI and just 
not being aware of managing space 
and distances that they need to 
leave between other vehicles. Dis-
traction is becoming more and more 
of a problem because, coupled with 
the fact the teens’ attention is being 
taken off of the road, we’re talking 
about teens that are very inexpe-
rienced behind the wheel,” Shupe 
said. 

“So when you combine the dis-
tractions of mobile devices, other 
peers in the car, eating, changing 
music, on top of the fact that they 
lack driving experience, it’s a reci-
pe for disaster and that’s the reason 
why we have these types of events,” 
he said. 

In a world of technology and in-
stant gratification, simply talking 
to teens about the dangers of driv-
ing would be ineffective. For this 
reason, Shupe and AAA provided 
families numerous interactive and 
hands-on displays.

“We have a distracted driving 
simulator that shows what happens 
when you’re distracted behind the 
wheel, taking your eyes off the road, 

according to AAA research, if you 
take your eyes off the road for two 
seconds, it doubles your chances of 
being involved in a crash,” Shupe 
said. 

“We also have the Irving Police 
Department assisting us with mock 
field sobriety tests using drunk gog-
gles. We actually have the Texas 
Trucking Association that brought 
an 18-wheeler here. We want the 
teens to sit in the cab of that truck 
and experience the blinds spots 
that commercial truck drivers face. 
When they do that, they’ll under-
stand why it’s so dangerous to ride 
alongside a commercial vehicle,” he 
said. 

In addition to the interactive as-
pects, the event put faces to the 
statics through speakers who lost 
loved ones in driving accidents. One 
speaker, Krista Tankersly, lost her 
brother Jeff as a result of someone 
who was texting while driving. Par-
ents Dennis and Kate Pennywell 
spoke to attendees about losing 
their 20-year-old son to a drunk 
driving tragedy. The car that Aaron 
Pennywell was hit and killed in was 
on display outside.

“We’ve got some very powerful 
speakers,” Shupe said. “We want 
the teens to see firsthand what could 
happen. Research shows that 1 in 
6 teens will be involved in a crash 
during their first year of driving. 
That’s way too many. So if we can 
offer these types of exhibits and this 
type of safety information for teens 
and parents, hopefully we’ll prevent 
some of those statistics each year.”

“Parents play a big role in this 
learning-to-drive process, and so 
that’s why we encourage the parents 
to remain engaged with the teens 
when they start this driving pro-
cess,” Shupe said. “If we want our 
teens to develop safe driving habits, 
we’ve got to be good role models.”

As a parent, Johnathan John-
son takes this charge seriously, at-
tending the event with his teenage 
daughter. 

“I brought my daughter and her 

boyfriend,” Johnson said. “They’re 
both 15 and they both have permits.

I brought them here to learn 
about distracted driving and safety. 
We told them to visit each table, so 
they’re going around and we’ll stick 
around for the speaker that will be 
coming up soon. It’s definitely a 
good event for the kids.”

Accompanied by her mother and 
older and younger siblings, 14-year-
old Carrington Byers was surprised 
by the diverse amount of informa-
tion. 

“I just went around and asked 
people at the booths what their dis-
plays were about and some like the 
railroad crossing, I didn’t expect. I 
went to the AAA booth about safety, 
and the drunk driving booth. 

We’ll stay and listen to the speak-
ers too, but the most interesting 
part so far was the railroad crossing 
stuff,” she said. 

The Ford Mustang Aaron Pennywell was driving when he was hit and killed by a drunk driver sits outside the Teen Driver saftey Fair to 
ensure teens and their families understand the dangers of getting behind the wheel. / Photo by Courtney Ouellette

NEW YORK, N.Y. – Smart 
Lips Productions released the 
award-winning documentary “The 
Price of Honor” on DVD, Blu-ray 
and video on demand platforms on 
Oct. 20.

“The Price of Honor” premiered 
at the popular Lakewood Theater in 
Dallas on Sept. 7, 2014. Since then, 
the film has debuted in over a dozen 
international film festivals and has 
won several awards for best feature 
documentary as well as two human-
itarian awards.

The film, directed by Xoel Pamos 
and Neena Nejad, tells the story of 
Amina and Sarah Said, two Ameri-
can sisters from just outside Dallas 
who were murdered by their father 
Yaser Said in an “honor killing” in 
2008. He has been in hiding ever 
since and remains at large.

An honor killing is the act in 
which a family member, usually 
a female, is murdered by another 
member, usually a male, for disobe-
dience, promiscuity, being raped 
or other transgressions of cultural 
norms in the traditional societies of 
the Middle East, the Indian subcon-
tinent, North Africa and immigrant 
communities worldwide.

An estimated 20,000 women 

Documentary about ‘honor killings’ 
in Texas released worldwide 

and girls are victims of this practice 
every year. When it comes to the 
United States, the AHA Foundation 
estimates that 28 girls and/or wom-
en are killed in the name of honor 
annually.

The film made history on June 
10, when it was brought for a pri-
vate screening for members of Con-
gress in the United States Capitol 
to discuss the issue, and where the 
Department of Justice released its 
first-ever study on honor violence in 
America.

Emails and letters that Amina 
left behind, close friends’ testimo-
nies and home footage that the kill-
er took of his victims are the main 
foundation of “The Price of Honor.”

“The film ends with the sound of 
your own heart snapping in your 
chest,” wrote Suzanne Mahadeo 
from the Global Fund for Women in 
a review of the film.

Yaser Said frequently stalked the 
girls with a video camera, bugged 
their cars, threatened and harassed 
them daily, sexually abused them 
as young children, assaulted them 
physically, tried to control who they 
socialized with and was trying to ar-
range forced marriages for them in 
Egypt to strangers for a large dow-

ries.
Shortly after the film premiered, 

Yaser Said was placed on the FBI’s 
Ten Most Wanted list and the re-
ward for his capture increased to 
$100,000.

“Every time this case is pushed 
into the national spotlight, we re-
ceive information,” FBI spokes-
woman Katherine Chaumont said.

“Our main mission with the film 
was to give a voice to Amina and 
Sarah and to make sure that Yaser’s 
face was spread all over the media 
so everybody can recognize him,” 
director Neena Nejad said.

“The Price of Honor” was released 
on VOD exclusively through VHX 
with an additional forty minutes 
of bonus material and will arrive 
to other platforms by Christmas, 
including Amazon Instant Video, 
Vudu, Google Play, Xbox, iTunes 
and possibly Netflix.

“The making of this film has been 
a melancholic but breathtaking and 
inspiring ride. I attribute that to the 
heroic spirits of Amina, Sarah and 
those warriors that won’t stop until 
they get justice,” director Xoel Pa-
mos said.

SOURCE Smart Lips Productions
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Outside Sales
Representative 

Wanted
Rambler Newspapers is currently seeking 
outgoing individuals who enjoy working 
closely with community business leaders.

To apply send resume to johns@
ramblernewspapers.net

For more information call
972-870-1992

A group of Muslim students dressed in traditional hijabs discuss their opinions following the Islam: Facts and Myths presentation at 
North Lake College. / Photo by Sarah Bays 

Faith
Continued from Page 1

AUSTIN – Voting early for this 
November ballot is an easy way to 
have your voice heard on the issues 
that affect us all.

“Voting is not only every voter’s 
responsibility and privilege, it is also 
our civic duty,” Lt. Governor Dan 
Patrick said. “We have very import-
ant state propositions on the ballot 
this November that will lower our 
property taxes, prioritize transpor-
tation infrastructure funding and 
provide veteran benefits, just to 
name a few.

“I am reminding every Texan that 
Oct. 19 is the first day of Early Vot-
ing. You can vote anywhere within 
your county of residence. It’s easy, 
convenient and most of all import-
ant. Early Voting for the Nov. 3 Con-
stitutional Amendment Election 
ends Oct. 30.

“Before being placed on the ballot 
all propositions have to be approved 
by a two-thirds vote in both the Sen-

DALLAS – A privately developed 
high-speed rail system linking Tex-
as’ biggest metropolitan areas could 
produce more than $36 billion in 
economic benefits over the next 25 
years, according to a new indepen-
dent study. 

The high-speed rail system will 
bolster local and statewide econo-
mies through direct spending, in-
creased employment and taxes paid 
by the private project. 

Texas Central, the company de-
veloping the high-speed train, re-
leased those and other highlights 
of an extensive study by Insight 
Research Corp. of Allen, Texas, that 
showed the project powering a “sub-
stantial and long-lasting” economic 
benefit to the state. 

The Irving ISD National Tech-
nical Honor Society (NTHS) grew 
by 61 members after the society’s 
second annual district-wide induc-
tion ceremony, held at Irving High 
School Oct. 5. All five Irving ISD 
NTHS chapters from each of the dis-
trict’s high schools come together to 
celebrate at one time. 

Dr. Adam Grinage, associate su-
perintendent of academic services, 

High-speed rail will spur economic benefits across Texas 
“This is an unprecedented 

multi-billion-dollar private invest-
ment in the state’s future,” Tim 
Keith, chief executive officer, Texas 
Central Partners, said. “The overall 
economic impact is incredible and 
it’s real. The project will directly 
benefit each of the counties along 
the route and provide addition-
al resources to the state and local 
communities to help fund transpor-
tation or any other needs and ambi-
tions they choose to support. 

“The economic impact is unique 
because it will have lasting effects 
for generations. Texas Central is 
providing tax revenue that can pro-
vide raises for municipal employees, 
put more teachers in schools, build 
new roads, hire more police and 

firefighters or improve facilities in 
all of the counties where we’ll be op-
erating.” 

As part of the announcement, 
Texas Central said it may pay near-
ly $2.5 billion in tax revenue to the 
state, counties, local municipali-
ties and school districts between 
now and 2040 as a result of the 
multi-billion dollar infrastructure 
investment, depending on assessed 
values and tax rates in each taxing 
jurisdiction. 

Texas Central also plans to in-
vest more than $1 billion in Grimes 
County, site of a Brazos Valley Sta-
tion that could attract retail and 
large-lot residential development. 
Significant retail, residential and of-
fice developments also are expected 

around the Houston and Dallas sta-
tion serving North Texas.

Texas Central, backed by a group 
of Texas-based investors, will not 
take federal grants for construction 
or public subsidies for operation. 
Trains will make the trip between 
Dallas/Fort Worth and Houston in 
less than 90 minutes, with a single 
stop at its Brazos Valley station to 
be in Grimes County somewhere 
between Bryan/College Station and 
Huntsville. The company reaffirms 
it plans to begin operations in 2021.

The estimated $36 billion in eco-
nomic impact includes the initial 
$10 billion that Texas Central plans 
to spend on the project’s design and 
construction. 

The report, the most detailed look 
yet at the financial projections, said 
Texas Central’s investment in more 
than 240-miles of track, three sta-
tions and multiple maintenance 
facilities along the route “will have 
ripple effects across the entire state 
economy,” including: 

Jobs 
Texas companies will benefit di-

rectly from construction work, such 
as building the system and mainte-
nance facilities, supplying materials 
and providing long-term support for 
the system. Among the findings: 

• The project could create an aver-
age of 10,000 jobs per year over the 
four years for construction, totaling 
more than 40,000 highly skilled 
jobs with competitive salaries. 

• Once rail operations begin, TCP 
estimates that it will employ about 
1,000 permanent employees along 
the entire route, including opera-
tions and maintenance. The annual 
payroll is estimated at $80 million. 

• An additional 4,000 indirect 
jobs are expected to be created, 
thanks to anticipated spending of 
TCP and its employees. 

Other businesses will benefit in-
directly as the project brings more 
people into local restaurants, hotels 
and retail shops. 

Tax revenue 
Typically, passenger transporta-

tion systems such as highways and 
transit do not pay taxes because 
they are government owned and 
operated. For Texas Central, as a 
private company, most of its assets 
- tracks, maintenance facilities, sta-
tions - and capital expenditures are 
taxable. That means: 

• It estimates that it could pay 
nearly $2.5 billion in taxes to the 

state, counties, school districts, hos-
pital districts and other taxing enti-
ties along the corridor between now 
and 2040.

• That amount largely will come 
from property taxes and state and 
local sales taxes. 

Every county touched by the proj-
ect - both rural and urban - could 
receive significant, long-term tax 
revenue benefits from the project. 

For example, the direct anticipat-
ed tax revenue Grimes County could 
receive from the project is estimated 
at more than $50 million between 
now and 2040. 

Additional private development 
resulting from project 

Private development – includ-
ing transit-oriented development 
around the stations spurred by the 
project – is expected to generate 
nearly $1.9 billion in tax revenues 
for the state, counties, cities and 
school districts between now and 
2040. 

That’s based on taxes paid by new 
office and housing developments, 
retail stores, restaurants and other 
businesses drawn by the high-speed 
rail system. For instance: 

Texas Central plans to invest 
more than $1 billion between now 
and 2021 in Grimes County for track 
construction and a station. As a re-
sult of the investment, the Brazos 
Valley Station is expected to attract 
additional development, including 
new residential areas within an easy 
driving distance of the station. 

The North Texas and Houston 
stations are expected to attract large 
new high- rise office buildings, sig-
nificant retail space and thousands 
of residential units. 

Another benefit from the project 
is that employers and entrepreneurs 
in North Texas and Houston will en-
joy cost savings on travel and great-
er productivity. 

The figures in the economic study 
commissioned by Texas Central do 
not include future stations along the 
corridor or their adjacent develop-
ment. 

The economic report is the latest 
in a string of key announcements 
by Texas Central. In July, the com-
pany said it had raised $75 million 
from Texas-based investors, in-
cluding Fort Worth investor John 
Kleinheinz, Dallas developer Jack 
Matthews and former Houston As-
tros owner Drayton McLane Jr. of 
Temple.

SOURCE Texas Central

Vote early for Texas’ Nov. election
ate and the House. Take the time 
now to learn about the issues and 
make your vote count.” 

Proposition 1 (SJR 1) The consti-
tutional amendment increasing the 
amount of the residence homestead 
exemption from ad valorem taxa-
tion for public school purposes from 
$15,000 to $25,000.

Proposition 2 (HJR 75) The con-
stitutional amendment authorizing 
the legislature to provide for an ex-
emption from ad valorem taxation 
of all or part of the market value of 
the residence homestead of the sur-
viving spouse of a 100 percent or to-
tally disabled veteran who died be-
fore the law authorizing a residence 
homestead exemption for such a 
veteran took effect.

Proposition 3 (SJR 52) The con-
stitutional amendment repealing 
the requirement that state officers 
elected by voters statewide reside in 
the state capital.

Proposition 4 (HJR 73) The con-
stitutional amendment authorizing 
the legislature to permit profession-
al sports team charitable founda-
tions to conduct charitable raffles.

Proposition 5 (SJR 17) The con-
stitutional amendment to authorize 
counties with a population of 7,500 
or less to perform private road con-
struction and maintenance.

Proposition 6 (SJR 22) The con-
stitutional amendment recognizing 
the right of the people to hunt, fish, 
and harvest wildlife subject to laws 
that promote wildlife conservation.

Proposition 7 (SJR 5) The consti-
tutional amendment dedicating cer-
tain sales and use tax revenue and 
motor vehicle sales, use, and rental 
tax revenue to the state highway 
fund to provide funding for non-
tolled roads and the reduction of 
certain transportation-related debt.

SOURCE Office of Lt. Governor 
Dan Patrick

Students inducted into NTHS
was the keynote speaker. Tiger Café 
catered a reception prior to the cer-
emony.

The National Technical Honor So-
ciety recognizes deserving technical 
students allowing community mem-
bers to become aware of the talents 
and abilities of the young people and 
adults who choose technical educa-
tion pathways to a successful future.

Students are eligible for member-

ship based on their ability to emu-
late the seven NTHS member attri-
butes – skill, scholarship, honesty, 
responsibility, service, leadership 
and citizenship. To be eligible for 
membership, students must have a 
GPA of 85 or higher overall, a GPA 
of 90 or higher in their CTE courses, 
be a current member of a CTSO (Ca-
reer & Technical Student Organiza-
tion) and exhibit leadership. 

SOURCE Irving ISD

“One year ago we met to try to 
help students get a better idea of 
what Islam is,” he said. 

Nicole Queen grew up in a Baptist 
Christian culture but has converted 
to the Islamic faith and married a 
Muslim man. She is a public figure 
who seeks to erase misconceptions 
about how women are viewed in Is-
lam. 

Speaking from her chair on the 
panel, wrapped in a dark-colored 
hijab head scarf, Queen shared 
her reasons for wearing traditional 
Muslim dress.

“My image needed to be about 
what I had on the inside … as a 
woman who had chosen my faith 
over everything else,” she said. “This 
covering doesn’t hold me back. It’s 
my choice to wear these clothes.”

Queen describes the traditional 
hajib and body covering as “mod-
est,” and said she does not wear it 

when she’s just at home around her 
husband, brothers and father. 

“Islam is practically written for 
women,” she said, adding that Mus-
lim women who work are not re-
quired to contribute their earnings 
to the household, but can keep that 
money for their own use. “The role 
that we’re naturally created for, you 
can take it and [thrive].”

Education, she said, is prime in 
her religion.

“There are no chains, there are 
no oppressions in this religion,” she 
said. 

The U.S. government estimates 
that there are nearly 7 million Mus-
lims in America. Sheikh noted the 
deep roots that both Islam and 
Christianity share, going back to the 
foundations of both faiths.

“This shows you the connection 
Islam has with Jesus as a messenger 
and how much we love him and re-

spect him,” he said. 
He also explained three issues 

that non-Muslims tend to “cut and 
paste” from the religion. Those in-
clude: an understanding of the rev-
elation of verses in the Koran; the 
context of Islamic tenets; and wom-
en’s rights in Islam. 

That understanding, panelist Su-
leiman said, is about much more 
than differences. 

“This isn’t just about [recogniz-
ing] others as not being barbarians,” 
he said, noting the connections as 
human beings run deep. “You’re 
actually probably a decent human 
being just like I am.”

Muslims, he said, don’t worship 
the prophet Muhammad, but view 
him as a messenger of God with a 
higher or larger task than others. 

“Please, for the love of God, listen 
to what academics are saying,” he 
said, encouraging students not to 

listen only to what media reports are 
saying about the religion.

He said the Koran has an entire 
section about how Muslims should 
treat those who follow Judaism and 

Christianity – the two other mono-
theistic religions.

The third informational event in 
this series will be held Nov. 7 at the 
Irving Masjid ICI mosque.
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Storm Crow
My name STORM CROW means harbinger of a coming 

storm or danger from Tolkien’s Middle Earth, AND I am far 
from being dangerous. I am a lay back guy who gets along 
with all cats and people. I am a 2 year old neutered male with 
black and white tuxedo markings. I was rescued from anoth-
er shelter and brought here to find the home of my dreams. I 
know when we meet you will picture us sitting together and 
chilling. 

Riley
Hi there! My name is Riley. I was rescued from another shel-

ter, and I’m about 11 months old. They say that I’m an American 
Bull Dog mix, and there is definitely a mix. I have this beautiful 
white coat, except for ½ my face looks more Beagle. I know some 
commands, including being good on a leash. I love meeting new 
people, and cannot wait to have a family of my own. Most pups 
my age are crazy energetic, but I’ve got a laid back, cuddly side. So 
if you are looking for one sweet, well-mannered young lady, come 
on over, and let’s meet. 

Put a Paw print in your heart
and a best friend in your home

OPEN
   Tuesday - Friday
         11am - 6 pm
   Saturday
         10 am - 5 pm 

LOCATION
   4140 Valley View Ln.
   Irving, TX 75038
   972-721-7788
   www.DFWHumane.com

Rambler

Subscribe 
to the  

972-870-1992 ADOPT a new family member today! DONATE if you can not adopt!

OBITUARIES

DEATH NOTICES

Arrangements by
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home

 972-254-4242

Michelle Ann Montreuil-Humphus
Jun. 15, 1966 - Oct. 20, 2015

EugEnE WEslEy 
PAlMEr

Eugene Wesley Palmer was called 
home on Sep-
tember 29, 2015, 
a few days be-
fore his eighty-
fifth birthday.  
He was born in 
Lubbock, Tex-
as and moved 
to Irving as a 
baby.  He was a 

committed Christian who remained 
faithful throughout his life.  He was 
welcomed into heaven by his par-
ents, John and Rachel, and his older 
brother, Felix.

Left to cherish their memo-
ries of Gene are the love of his life, 
wife of 59 years, Margie, daughter               
Linda and husband Murray Schiffer, 
daughter Kathryn and husband Bret 
Heim, two grandchildren and one 
great-grandchild, brother Wes and 
wife Cindy, sister Dollie McAlpin, 
sister-in-law Rosalie Palmer, four 
nieces and two nephews.

Everyone in Irving knew Gene 
to be hard-working and honest. He 
shined shoes at Earl’s Barber Shop, 

sold the Saturday Evening Post 
door-to-door, drove the delivery 
truck for Supreme Cleaners and 
worked on survey crews.  As a Pro-
fessional Engineer licensed in Texas 
and Oklahoma, he was responsible 
for the design and development of 
many award-winning projects. He 
worked as a Civil Engineer for over 
fifty years until the day before his 
fall and admittance to the hospital.

Gene played football on a cham-
pionship team at Irving High School 
and was Master Councilor of the 
Irving Chapter of DeMolay. During 
the Korean War, he served in the 
U.S. Navy on Midway Island.  Ev-
ery time he left home, he packed his    
Bible very carefully.

Gene was proud to be a graduate 
of Texas A&M University during the 
Bear Bryant era.  Being in Aggieland 
during this magical time in history 
was a blessing.

A graveside service was held on 
October 4, 2015 at Sparkman Hill-
crest Funeral Home & Memorial 
Park where he was laid to rest next 
to his beloved in-laws, Walter and 
Gladys Penn.

Sports
Continued from Page 1

“I love seeing the kids at this 
event,” 2-X1 1st Vice District Gover-
nor of Royse City Lions Club Kath-
leen Tyre said. “It’s very brave of 
them to do these things. Sometimes 
the older kids will outrun their 
guides and have to run towards the 

shouts coming from the finish line. 
I love seeing the kids smiling and 
happy. It’s quite an achievement for 
them.”

“It feels really good,” young ath-
lete Adhy Singh said after winning 
the 100-meter dash. “I feel like a 

hero. Before coming, I exercised on 
a treadmill for about twenty minutes 
a day. I exercised my legs very well. 
This is my first time competing, and 
it’s my goal to reach first place in 
all of my events. I want to make my 
parents proud.”

Not letting her inability to see things directly in front of her for several feet and being color blind and light sensitive stop her, Abby 
Bearden takes aim during the Sports Extravaganza archer event. / Photo by John Starkey

Place your obituaries 

in the Rambler
Call: 972-870-1992

Dallas-based business owners 
Clayton and Donna Bailey of Green 
Scene Home Inspections select a lo-
cal organization several times a year 
to support, often partnering with 
other local businesses. As the 2015-
16 school year was getting started, 
and the Baileys were preparing their 
daughter, Andilyn, to start the first 
grade, they decided to find a way to 
give back to local teachers.

“We were thinking about the 
teachers we know, and we wanted 
to do something to thank them for 
their long hours, hard work and per-
sonal sacrifice,” Clayton said.

“Teachers are heroes who work 

Irving ISD fourth graders par-
ticipated in the annual Disability 
Awareness poster contest. The an-
nual poster contest provides the 
opportunity to showcase artistic 
talent as students express how per-
sons with disabilities can use their 
strengths and abilities to be part of 
the community. 

Participation encourages a deep-
er insight into disability issues and 
improves citizenship and concern 
for others. Entries are judged on the 
originality of concept and content as 
it relates to persons with disabilities. 

Students whose art work was se-
lected for awards were recognized 
by the Mayor of Irving at the Octo-
ber city council meeting. The post-

Local teacher brings technology to fifth grade classroom
every day to make children’s lives 
better,” Donna said. “We have a 
Hometown Hero discount on ser-
vices for police, firefighters, military 
– and teachers.”

Teachers often spend their own 
money on supplies and activities for 
their classrooms. School budgets are 
tight and teachers will frequently 
take the burden on themselves rath-
er than see their students go without 
supplies or opportunities for learn-
ing. 

Searching local classroom needs, 
Clayton found a project that in-
spired him in Melissa Flores-Davis’ 
fifth grade classroom in Irving. Mrs. 

Flores-Davis’s 80 English-Language 
Arts students are using technology 
to learn and create, and their Adopt-
A-Classroom project is about fund-
ing access to cutting edge resources 
that are not covered by the school’s 
budget.

“My fifth Graders are poised to 
do amazing things in this world,” 
Flores-Davis said. “Our Fifth Grade 
Team is excited about integrat-
ing technology into the classroom. 
We’re using Smore, Google Class-
room and other online resources to 
make learning exciting and to build 
the 21st century skills (like collabo-
ration and inquiry) our kids need.” 

Clayton contacted Flores-Da-
vis and arranged to make the 
$1,000 donation to provide Google 
Chromebooks for each child to use.

Programs like these help un-
derprivileged children bridge the 
achievement gap. 

“We are a No Excuses school, so 
they’re not going to let language 
and/or economic difficulties stand 
in the way of their dreams for col-
lege,” Flores-Davis said. “I want to 
give them a boost by making sure 
they have all the materials and ex-
periences they need to achieve those 
dreams.”

Clayton visited Elliott Elemen-

tary earlier this month to talk with 
students about starting his own 
business. The students asked lots of 
questions about where he went to 
school, what made him want to be a 
home inspector, how he started his 
company and more. Ms. Peragrine, 
Principal of Sally B. Elliott Elemen-
tary, invited Clayton to return in the 
spring for Career Day. He is excited 
to participate and promised to pay 
a special visit to Mrs. Flores-Da-
vis’ fifth graders so they can show 
him all they’ve learned using their 
Chromebooks.

SOURCE Green Scene Home Inspections

Student art showcased at Baylor Healthcare
ers are displayed at Baylor Health-
care System during October which is 
Disability Awareness Month. 

FIRST PLACE
Reyna Cortez--Elliott Elementary 

School
Emily GarciaStipes--Elementary 

School
Alyssa Gonzalez--Barton Elemen-

tary School
Allison Hernandez--Brown Ele-

mentary School
Yoel Lazo--Barton Elementary 

School
Layla Oliva--Brown Elementary 

School 
I’yanna White--Thomas Haley El-

ementary School
HONORABLE MENTION

Sol AlmaruzSchulze--Elementary 
School

Cindy Amaya--Thomas Haley El-
ementary School

Yvette Antuna--Barton Elementa-
ry School

Layla Anuario--J. Haley Elemen-
tary School

Abril Cardona--Schulze Elemen-
tary School

Jason Diep--Schulze Elementary 
School

Elizabeth Hillman--Farine Ele-
mentary School

Raleigh Kenner--Elliott Elemen-
tary School 

Junior Parrish--Stipes Elementa-
ry School

SOURCE Irving ISD

Coppell, TX -- Grow It Land De-
signs was awarded Best of Show for 
the Second year in a row at the State 
Fair of Texas. 

“There is a friendly competition 
between the roughly 50 landscape 
companies who try and win the Best 
of Show award,” Don Flesher said. 
“This is a total team effort from the 

Coppell landscape 
company winds State 
Fair of Texas award

Grow It team. The team has a fun 
time coming up with the creativi-
ty using a lot of Yard Art from our 
Garden Center to help decorate the 
garden area. We feel the uniqueness 
of the yard art and plants sets our 
designs apart from the other com-
panies garden areas.”
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LEGALS

By Nathaniel Sillin
Are you worried about your finan-

cial situation? 
For the eighth consecutive year, 

the American Psychological Asso-
ciation (APA) identified money as 
the number one stress trigger, with 
72 percent of Americans reporting 
stress about money and nearly 1 in 
5 saying they had skipped or con-
sidered skipping going to the doc-
tor due to financial concerns. As for 
relationships, almost one third of 
adults with partners reported that 
money is “a major source of con-

Dallas, TX – The Family Place an-
nounced plans Oct. 21 for the very 
first dedicated men’s domestic vi-
olence shelter in the state of Texas. 
To meet the increasing community 
demand for emergency shelter ser-
vices for male victims and their chil-
dren, The Family Place deemed this 
shelter the necessary next step in its 
expansion of services.

The Family Place spent an aver-
age of $20,000 per month this year 
in hotel costs for sheltering male 
victims and their children (19 male 
clients as of September 2015; double 
the total of 2014). Even with securi-
ty, transportation and programming 
restrictions, hotels were the only 
option available to not only keep 
female and male clients separate, 
but also ensure that these men were 
not turned away when they asked 
for help. This increase in male vic-
tims coming forward is largely due 
to the successful Dallas Police De-
partment Lethality Assessment Pro-

The Family Place announces opening of first male-only shelter in Texas 
gram and Dallas Mayor Mike Raw-
lings’ efforts to increase awareness.

The Family Place will specifically 
develop staff and programming for 
the Men’s Shelter to meet the unique 
needs of this demographic, includ-
ing shelter and counseling services 
for these men and their children. 
The majority of the funding for this 
shelter will come from a new Vic-
tims of Crime Act grant, but The 
Family Place must raise additional 
funds from the community. 

“A report being released by Dal-
las Mayor Mike Rawlings shows the 
incredible demand for shelter space 
and other services for victims of do-
mestic violence,” said Paige Flink, 
Chief Executive Officer of The Fam-
ily Place. “At The Family Place, we 
are committed to meeting the need 
to the best of our ability as long as 
the financial support from the com-
munity is there. We cannot do it 
without their help.”

The Family Place plans to open its 

new Men’s Shelter in January 2016. 
Efforts to find the location are ongo-
ing, as it is important to find a space 
that best serves this population of 
victims. The Family Place welcomes 
recommendations and assistance 
from the community as it continues 

its search. This project will develop 
concurrently with The Family Place 
Legacy Capital Campaign that will 
also include 30-36 beds to serve as 
an overflow emergency shelter when 
the shelter at The Family Place Safe 

Campus is full. 
To find out more about The Fam-

ily Place Men’s Shelter, Legacy Cap-
ital Campaign and how to donate, 
visit www.familyplace.org.

SOURCE The Family Place

Top 5 money fears – And how to tackle them
flict.” 

The following are common money 
stresses, and tips to tackling them. 

You’re just one paycheck away 
from financial disaster. The Corpo-
ration for Enterprise Development’ 
recent Assets & Opportunity Score-
card reported that over 40 percent 
of American households are “liquid 
asset poor,” meaning that they have 
less than three months of savings to 
help them absorb a financial shock 
like a lost job, medical emergency or 
other unforeseen financial expense. 

Tip: Build an emergency 
fund. After learning how to bud-
get (http://www.practicalmoneys-
kills.com/budgeting), building 
an emergency fund (http://www.
practicalmoneyskills.com/emer-
gencycalc) is the next essential step 
in financial planning. Saving and 
investing for other goals are equal-
ly important, but they should follow 
the creation and annual review of a 
healthy emergency fund. 

You’re lost financially. A 2014 

See MONEY, Page 7
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LEGALS

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
laurier@ramblernewspapers.net

The CITY OF IRVING, Texas will receive sealed responses in the Purchasing Division, 1st floor, 
835 W. Irving Blvd, until the date and time below and will open responses at the same location 
for the following items:

ITB #040D-16F Fire Training & Apparatus Storage Facility 
Pre-bid Mtg: 11/3/15 @ 3:30 p.m. or 11/4/15 @ 10:00 a.m. Due Date: 11/17/15 @ 3:00 p.m.  

Responses must be received in a sealed envelope with solicitation number and due date on the 
envelope. Late responses cannot be accepted. Information may be found at www.cityofirving.
org click Departments/ Purchasing 
Phone: 972.721.2631

LEGALS

Outside Sales Representative Wanted
Rambler Newspapers is currently seeking outgoing individuals 
who enjoy working closely with community business leaders. 

To apply send resume to johns@ramblernewspapers.net 
For more information

call 972-870-1992

survey by economists from George 
Washington University and The 
Wharton School of the University 
of Pennsylvania states that only 30 
percent of Americans could accu-
rately answer three basic person-
al finance questions dealing with 
savings and investment returns. 
Respondents from other major de-
veloped countries – including Ger-
many, the Netherlands, Japan and 
Australia – scored roughly the same. 
It’s a global problem. 

Tip: Identify your biggest finan-
cial problems. Does every dime you 
make go toward paying bills? No 
savings or investments? No emer-
gency fund? Once you’ve identified 
your main money blind spots, get 
help. Reach out to a trusted friend 
or relative with good money habits 
or a qualified financial advisor who 
can help you see where you stand, 
establish realistic goals and restart 
your financial education. 

You’ll never catch up. Bank-
rate.com’s March Financial Secu-
rity Index said that nearly half of 
Americans aren’t saving enough for 
emergencies or retirement. Only a 
quarter of middle-class households 
earning between $50,000 and 
$75,000 were savings champs, put-
ting away more than 15 percent of 
their income.

Tip: Forget the past and begin 
today. Start by figuring out where 
you stand financially. Then address 
your expenses and whether there’s 
an opportunity to boost your income 
so you can make up for lost time. 

Your money troubles are put-
ting your closest relationships in 
jeopardy. Money issues affect all 
relationships, but couples can be hit 
the hardest by money secrecy or so-
called “financial infidelity.” 

Tip: Face the music. Get qual-
ified advice, quantify the extent of 
the problem, make a plan and share 

the details face-to-face with loved 
ones or business partners who need 
to know. Assume you won’t be able 
to control their response, so focus on 
solving the problem and vow to end 
your secretive behavior for good. 

You can’t face financial paper-
work. When you can’t face bills, 
statements and other financial calls 
or communications, it generally re-
flects financial uncertainty in some 
form. 

Tip: Get help. Pull the informa-
tion together and get help if you 
need to. Put payments and other fi-
nancial decisions on a paper or dig-
ital calendar with reminders to act.

Bottom line: Fear about money 
issues can affect your health and 
relationships. Diffuse that stress 
through education, assistance and 
positive action to improve your fi-
nancial future outlook. 

Money
Continued from Page 6
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their information on a 
monthly basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have accurate 
information. Listings are limited to the Organization’s name, 
meeting location and time. If an organization wishes to have more 
information than the free listing offers, we will continue to offer 
other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2015 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2015 King Features Synd., Inc.

All Nations Gideons 
International Club of DFW 

10 A.M. Saturday mornings 
2011 W. Irving Blvd. Irving, TX

Call 972-704-6572
American Legion Post #218

Heritage Park Building
215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Buttons & Bows Square 

& Round Dance Club 
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 

Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

Circle I - Square 
& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

God’s Helping Hands Club
2011 W. Irving Blvd. 

972-704-6572 or 
214-732-9263

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Hebrew Torah Scrolls Frame 
Sheets Club

2011 W. Irving Blvd. IRving TX 75061
972-704-6572

Saturdays at 10 AM 
Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
 Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Second Tuesday each month @ 7:30 P.M.

132 E. Second St. Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Los Lupes
In the Irving Mall 

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christain Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Berean Memorial Church

1000 E. 6th Street
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS
* It was noted 20th-century American 

poet Hart Crane who made the following 
sage observation: “One must be drenched in 
words, literally soaked in them, to have the 
right ones form themselves into the proper 
patterns at the right moment.” 

* You might be surprised to learn that 
people have been using carbon paper to 
make copies since way back in 1806.

* You probably know Edgar Rice Bur-
roughs as the American author of the Tar-
zan novels, among many other adventure 
and science-fiction works. You may find it 
hard to picture him as a journalist flying on 

bombing runs in the Pacific theater -- especially at the age of 66. 
Burroughs was the oldest war correspondent of World War II. 

* If you’re planning to get into the business of dealing in build-
ing materials in Tennessee, you might want to note that in that 
state it is illegal to sell a hollow log.

* Collective nouns are fascinating. For instance, if you see a 
group of bullfinches, you can call it a bellowing; a group of flies is a 
business, a cloud or a swarm. You have a pitying of turtledoves and 
a hover of trout. A group of tigers can be an ambush or a streak; 
while a group of snails can be called a rout, a walk or an escarga-
toire. 

* Those who study such things say that, on a per-capita basis, 
Canadians eat more doughnuts and more Kraft Mac and Cheese 
than citizens of any other country. 

* Before he became famous as an author of horror, suspense 
and sci-fi, Stephen King worked as a high-school janitor. 

***

1. GEOGRAPHY: What is the capital city of Australia?
2. MOVIES: Who won the 1961 Oscar for Best Supporting Actress 

in “West Side Story”?
3. MUSIC: Who is honored in the song “Candle in the Wind” by 

Elton John?
4. HISTORY: Who called Dec. 7, 1941, “a date which will live in 

infamy”?
5. NATURAL WORLD: What are the seeds of castor bean plants 

used to produce?
6. LITERATURE: Who wrote the novel “Barry Lyndon”?
7. ENTERTAINERS: What famous actor who once played James 

Bond also was a contestant in the 1950 Mr. Universe contest? 
8. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: In “The Twelve Days of Christmas” 

carol, what present was sent on the 11th day?
Answers
1. Canberra
2. Rita Moreno
3. Marilyn Monroe
4. Franklin Roosevelt, asking for a declaration of war after the 

bombing of Pearl Harbor, Hawaii
5. Ricin, a toxic poison
6. William Thackeray
7. Sean Connery
8. 11 pipers piping
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UNITY CHURCH
Unity of Irving

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class

11:00 AM Service
& Children’s Church

Reverend Frank Pounders
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-5083

unitychurchofirving.com

Heart of Worship Baptist
2201 W. Shady Grove Rd

howbc.org
Worship 9 am
S. S. 10:30 am

Pastor Mike Blalock
214-864-0635

BAPTIST

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third,  75060

972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Second and fourth Sundays

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
First Church of Christ, Scientist

2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 75061
972-253-7202

www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-0476

access code 884879
For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

WORSHIP

LUTHERAN

Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church

2620 West Grauwyler Rd.
Irving, TX 75061
972-790-2121

www.gslcirving.com
Sunday Worship Service 9:00AM

Reformation Sunday October 25, 2015
Pastor Bradley T. Carroll

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Belt Line Road

Church of Christ
1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061

1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century
Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Wednesday Worship 7:30 p.m.

972-790-8606 
www.BeltLineChurch.com

rev. sara Hardaway, 

By Matt Mungle  
Synopsis: The last witch hunter is 
all that stands between humanity 
and the combined forces of the 
most horrifying witches in history. 
Review: ‘Tis the season for a good 
witch story and a battle of good 
and evil. Films like The Last Witch 
Hunter are embraced in October far 

MOVIE REVIEWS
Scary acting brings down Witch Hunter film

better than they ever would be 
in June or July. Does that mean 
we should forgive all of its sins 
or burn it at the stake? You decide. 

Kaulder (Vin Diesel) has been 
battling witches his entire life; all 
800+ years of it. Our society and the 
world as a whole has him to thank 
for the fact that they have not been 

running rampant, causing all sorts 
of dark mayhem. His first battle 
was against the formidable Witch 
Queen (Julie Engelbrecht) who has 
returned in modern day to seek ven-
geance. Kaulder works for a secret 
society and over the centuries has 
been accompanied by a priest - here 
referred to as Dolans - to help aid 
him in his journeys. The current ap-
pointee #36 (Michael Caine) is set to 
retire and has brought in a younger 
Dolan #37 (Elijah Wood) to train up 
under him. Throw in a good witch 
(not sure if she is from the east or 
west) named Chloe (Rose Leslie) 
and you have quite the motley crew. 
It will take all their efforts of course 
to keep the Witch Queen at bay. 

This film starts off with lots of 
promise. The characters are strong 
and look fantastic. Much attention 
to detail is given to the surround-
ings, wardrobe, and special effects. 
You immediately are drawn in to the 
action and supernatural story line. 
The Witch Queen is menacing while 
at the same time sort of alluring and 
oddly sexy. If the entire film had 

been set during a postmodern time 
it might have fared better. It is when 
we get to the current period that 
things immediately fall apart.

Kaulder has evolved with time 
and even though haunted by his 
long ago lost loved ones seems to 
heartily embrace the new world. He 
is sort of a playboy but takes his job 
seriously. He is able to spot even the 
most rouge witch; and it seems they 
are everywhere. They all know of his 
reputation and fear and admire him 
at the same time. This only adds to 
his swagger. 

Dolan #37 is especially keen to 
come along side of Kaulder. Sadly 
his character is poorly written and 
sprinkled with dialogue that is wit-
less and uninteresting. Even the en-
dearing Wood is unable to breathe 
any sort of life or interest into him. 
All attempts at humor, drama, or 
anything in between fall flat. The 
story line is decent enough and you 
find yourself longing for a battle so 
that everyone on screen will stop 
talking and revive us with action. 
The effects and fighting truly are the 

only saving grace - just barely. 
Bottom line, this film would be 

fine for a small on-demand fee 
or Red Box rental price, especial 
during the Halloween season. But 
it is hard to justify laying down box 
office money to see it. Vin Diesel car-
ries himself fine, but his delivery of 
the spoken word, which is primarily 
in low grumbles and unenthusiastic 
mono tone. He is so lackluster, Syl-
vester Stallone sounds up beat and 
chipper in comparison. Add that to 
the shallow script and much of this 
movie is just horrible.

The Last Witch Hunter is rat-
ed PG-13 for sequences of fantasy 
violence and frightening images. It 
is actually not too inappropriate for 
any of your teens out there. In fact 
the high school aged fans might like 
it more. They seem to be much more 
forgiving. There is nothing that 
older adults, even those fans of the 
supernatural genre, can walk away 
with positively. Looks aren’t every-
thing but it’s all you get with this 
one. 

By Jenny Quonoey
Coppell, TX – High school march-

ing bands from across the region 
traveled to Duncanville on Saturday 
October 17 to participate in the UIL 
Regional Marching Band Competi-
tion.  

The Coppell High School March-
ing Band presented its 2015 show, 
Music for the Undefeated, featuring 
music by Aaron Copeland and Karl 
Husa.

For the 25th year in a row, the 
Coppell High School Band earned 
straight Division 1 Ratings at UIL 
Regionals.  All three judges gave 
the CHS band the highest rating 
possible of a first division.  In fact, 
Coppell has earned the highest rat-

Coppell Band Receives 
UIL Division I Rating

ing at all UIL Marching Contests in 
the past twenty-five years, without 
exception.

At the end of October, the Coppell 
High School Band will attend the 
Texas Bands of America Super Re-
gional at San Antonio, to compete 
against many other top Texas bands.  

The following weekend, the CHS 
Drumline will compete in the Lon-
estar Drumline Contest in Flower 
Mound; and then they return to San 
Antonio the weekend after that for 
the PASIC 2015.

For more information on the 
award-winning Coppell High 
School Band and Color Guard, go to 
the band website at www.chsband-
boosters.com. 

Continuously striving for excellence, Coppell High School’s marching band takes a literal 
approach to ‘practice makes perfect.’  / Courtesy photo
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WE CAN REBUILD IT.

• Experienced estimators
• Fast & accurate quotes
• Competitive rates

Accidents happen. At BW Collision Repair, 
we’ll have your car back on the road quickly with 
our fast turnarounds and economical rates. 

208 Mavis Rd. | Irving, TX
972-438-6766 | www.bwcollision.com

“Serving the Irving 
community for over 
20 years.”

The City of Irving announced Oct. 
21 the new Convention Center at 
Las Colinas’ headquarters hotel will 
carry the Westin Hotels & Resorts 
brand. The proposed 12-story Irving 
Convention Center Hotel will pro-
vide approximately 350 rooms and 
16,000 square feet of meeting space, 
which includes a 10,000-square-
foot ballroom. Additionally, the 
upscale hotel will provide ameni-
ties including retail and restaurant 
facilities.

Starwood Hotels & Resorts 
Worldwide, Inc., the corporation 
that owns Westin Hotels & Resorts, 
is a global high-end hotel corpo-
ration that has more than 1,200 
properties across 100 countries. 
Starwood will not franchise the ho-
tel, but instead will operate the hotel 
directly.

“Starwood is a tremendous asset 
for this unique property,” Irving City 
Manager Chris Hillman said. “The 
combination of the hotel, the Irving 
Convention Center and the Irving 
Music Factory will create a distinc-
tively walkable, beautiful, and easily 
accessible meeting and entertain-
ment environment like few others.”

The hotel will serve a much-need-
ed purpose for the copper-clad 
Irving Convention Center (ICC), 
which opened in 2011. In 2014, the 
ICC hosted nearly 300 events, wel-
coming just more than 285,000 at-
tendees. 

”Current clients and prospective 
ones have been patiently awaiting a 
headquarters hotel adjacent to the 
Irving Convention Center, in order 
to bring their bigger events into Ir-

Exxon Mobil Corporation said 
Oct. 21 that media and environ-
mental activists’ allegations about 
the company’s climate research are 
inaccurate and deliberately mislead-
ing. 

“For nearly 40 years we have 
supported development of climate 
science in partnership with govern-
ments and academic institutions, 
and did and continue to do that work 
in an open and transparent way,” 
said Ken Cohen, vice president of 
public and government affairs. 

“Activists deliberately cher-
ry-picked statements attributed 
to various company employees to 
wrongly suggest definitive conclu-
sions were reached decades ago by 
company researchers. These activ-
ists took those statements out of 
context and ignored other readily 
available statements demonstrating 
that our researchers recognized the 
developing nature of climate science 
at the time which, in fact, mirrored 
global understanding.” 

The allegations were contained in 
reports distributed by InsideClimate 
News, an anti-oil and gas activist 
organization, and the Los Angeles 
Times, and have prompted political 
attacks by Senators Bernie Sanders 
and Sheldon Whitehouse and Rep-
resentatives Ted Lieu and Mark De-
Saulnier. 

Both InsideClimate News and the 
Los Angeles Times ignored evidence 
provided by the company of contin-
uous and publicly available climate 
research that refutes their claims. 

“The facts are that we identified 
the potential risks of climate change 
and have taken the issue very seri-
ously,” Cohen said. “We embarked 
on decades of research in collabo-
ration with many parties, including 
the Department of Energy, leading 
academic institutions such as the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy, Stanford University and others 
to advance climate science.” 

ExxonMobil scientists continue 
to research and publish findings to 
improve understanding of climate 
system science as a basis for soci-
ety’s response to climate change 
and have produced more than 50 

ExxonMobil disputes 
climate research studies

peer-reviewed publications on top-
ics including the global carbon cycle, 
detection and attribution of climate 
change, low carbon technologies 
and analysis of future scenarios for 
energy and climate. 

ExxonMobil scientists have been 
selected by the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change, the Unit-
ed Nations’ most authoritative body 
on the subject, as authors of their 
past four major assessment reports, 
and have contributed to National 
Research Council boards and com-
mittees on climate change. 

“We recognize that our past par-
ticipation in broad coalitions that 
opposed ineffective climate policies 
subjects us to criticism by climate 
activist groups,” Cohen said. “We 
will continue to advocate for poli-
cies that reduce emissions while en-
abling economic growth.” 

Since 2009, the company has 
supported a revenue-neutral carbon 
tax as the preferred policy approach 
for emission reduction because it 
ensures a uniform and predictable 
cost of carbon, allows market prices 
to drive solutions, maximizes trans-
parency to stakeholders, reduces ad-
ministrative complexity, promotes 
global participation, and is easily 
adjusted to future developments in 
climate science and policy impacts. 

ExxonMobil joined other com-
panies to provide initial and ongo-
ing funding to create and support 
the MIT Joint Program on Climate 
Science and Policy and Stanford’s 
Global Climate and Energy Project, 
which has engaged scores of re-
searchers, faculty and students and 
has resulted in hundreds of scien-
tific publications on climate change 
and low carbon technologies. 

The company has an active re-
search program into lower-carbon 
emission technologies, such as al-
gae and cellulosic-based biofuels, 
carbon capture and storage and ad-
vanced engines to name a few. 

More information on ExxonMo-
bil’s climate research can be found 
on ExxonMobil’s corporate blog, 
Perspectives at www.exxonmobilp-
erspectives.com. 

SOURCE ExxonMobil 

Irving Convention Center 
hotel will be a Westin

ving,” said Maura Allen Gast, exec-
utive director of the Irving Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau. “News of 
Westin as the flag and Starwood as 
its operator will be well received by 
the marketplace.”

Garfield Public/Private LLC will 
develop the hotel and BOKA Powell 
is the architect. Austin Commercial 
will be the design-build contractor.

“Garfield Public/Private is ex-
cited to have secured the commit-
ment of Starwood Hotels and its 
Westin Hotels & Resorts brand to 
the Irving Convention Center head-
quarters hotel,” said Greg Garfield, 
President of Garfield Public/Pri-
vate LLC. “Starwood’s leadership in 
convention center hotel operations, 
marketing and sales will contribute 
greatly to the success of the icon-
ic Irving Convention Center. As an 
industry-leading, first class brand, 
Westin will ensure a great experi-
ence for convention, business, and 
leisure travelers.”

The Westin hotel’s architecture 
will complement the Irving Conven-
tion Center, a structure that has won 
numerous awards for its architec-
tural uniqueness.

“We have dynamic partners in 
this effort,” Mayor Beth Van Duyne 
said. “They will bring quality, energy 
and additional retail to this highly 
accessible and vibrant area.”

The city plans to build a second 
parking garage to accommodate ho-
tel and convention center business. 
The project is slated to break ground 
in 2016. 

SOURCE City of Irving


