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 Irving firefighter Tim Donham provides oxygen to several of the pets harmed by the house fire, successfully saving and resuscitating 
many of them.  / Photo by John Starkey 

House fire displaces dozens of dogs, cats 

Irving Schools 
Gala celebrates 
Irving’s diversity

Long-awaited Water Street 
breaks ground in Las Colinas 

Police aim to 
strengthen bonds 
with community

By Matthew Pedersen
The Irving Schools Foundation 

celebrated its fifth annual Legacy 
Gala at the Four Seasons Resort and 
Club Dallas at Las Colinas. Bring-
ing together local business leaders, 
sponsors and educators, the event 
offered an evening filled with food 
and dancing while raising money 
for the thousands of students in 
the Irving School District through 
an exciting auction event. Themed 
“A Wild Night in Madagascar,” the 
Gala, complete with decorations 
and entertainment celebrating the 
culture of the African island, was 
held on Friday, Nov. 20. 

Cathy Whiteman, host and pro-
ducer of Irving Community Televi-
sion Network’s award-winning arts 
and community events program 
About Towne, served as the eve-
ning’s Mistress of Ceremonies. 

“The thing that I am most excited 
about is that every bit of the money 
raised here this evening is going to 
help a student or a teacher in Irving 
ISD,” Whiteman said. “So it’s a com-
munity event that benefits the most 

By Courtney Ouellette
At 6:55 p.m. on Nov. 24, the Ir-

ving Fire Department responded 
to a reported structure fire at 2222 
Woodoak Dr. Following calls from 
multiple neighbors and a call from a 
woman inside of the home, the first 
emergency personnel were on-scene 
at 6:55 p.m.. The home suffered 
severe damage from the one alarm 
fire. According to the Irving Fire 
Department, there were zero fatal-
ities. However, the two adult occu-
pants required immediate medical 

attention and were transferred to 
Parkland Memorial Hospital in Dal-
las. The home also housed 20 to 30 
pets. Although several were rescued 
and received resuscitation via ox-
ygen masks, many weren’t located 
in time. The surviving animals were 
taken in by friends and relatives. 
Out of the group, four animals died 
and were collected by Irving Animal 
Services. City code allows only four 
animals per household. The cause of 
the fire is under investigation.

By Zach Warner
With national news coverage the 

last couple years of white police of-
ficers shooting or causing bodily 
harm to black citizens who were at 
times unarmed, tension between 
law enforcement and the African 
American community appears to be 
rising.

The deaths of Michael Brown 
in Ferguson, Mo., Freddie Gray in 
Baltimore, Eric Garner in New York 
City, and Michael Slager in South 
Carolina, among other examples, 
have only thrown fuel on the fire.

Desiring to avoid such tensions 
escalating locally, as well as wish-
ing to educate the community on 
how to improve interaction with law 
enforcement, the Irving Police De-
partment and the Irving-Carrollton 
branch of the NAACP conducted 
an informative meeting open to the 

important people in this communi-
ty, and that’s our kids. If you have 
an opportunity to do anything, if it’s 
a huge gift because you have been 
blessed that way, or its spending 
thirty minutes reading to a kid in 
school, you’re changing the future 
for that child, and you’re changing 
the future for the community be-
cause you’ve made life better for that 
child. 

“As a person in the community, 
if you’re looking for a worthy cause, 
you come to an event like this and 
you get to find out who the people 
are that you are giving your money 
to, that you’re trusting your money 
to, because they’ve got a fiduciary 
responsibility to make it work right. 
So you come here, you get to know 
the people, you get to know your 
neighbors who are also interested in 
doing the kind of things that you’re 
doing. It helps to build relation-
ships, and it builds a level of trust as 
well.” 

Whiteman also commented on 
the Madagascar theme, which she 
felt tied into the diversity of Irving.

“Now I have not attended before, 
but I have kept up with the event as 
it’s grown over the past five years. 

See DIVERSITY, Page 7

community on at Antioch Christian 
Church in Irving on Nov. 14. En-
titled Law Enforcement and You, 
the discussion touched on positive 
protocol needed by both officers 
and citizens when interaction takes 
place.

“We’ve all seen what’s going on 
across the nation in places like Fer-
guson and elsewhere,” said Larry 
Boyd, Irving police chief. “When 
those things happen, it’s not just 
hard on the police department, but 
on the community as a whole.”

Sergeant Richard Miller of the 
Irving Police Department, who 
went through a curriculum on po-
lice interaction with the attendees 
at the meeting, encouraged parents 
to have what he calls ‘the talk’ with 
their children. The talk he’s refer-

Monday - Saturday: 5:30 am - 8:00 pm
 Sunday: 7:00 am - 3:00 pm

We are now open!  Experience the new 
look with the same PJ’s feel. Come on 
in and see the usual friendly faces and 

meet some new ones! 
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COLLEGE STATION – Silver 
Taps will be held at Texas A&M Uni-
versity Tuesday (Dec. 1) to honor the 
memory of two recently deceased 
students.

Those to be honored are Meera 
Marium Thomas, a first-year phar-
macy major from Carrollton, who 
died in a car accident Oct. 23, and 
James “Jimmy” Douglas Pitcher, a 
senior sociology major from Irving, 
who died in a motorcycle accident 
Oct. 19.

Silver Taps, one of the university’s 
most solemn traditions, was first 
held in 1898 upon the death of the 
university’s president, Lawrence 
Sullivan Ross, and has changed lit-
tle from that time. It is held the first 
Tuesday of the month between Sep-
tember and April, when a majority 

Texas A&M’s Silver Taps Ceremony 
for two students set for Tuesday

of students are on campus.
On the day of the ceremony, all 

campus flags are flown at half-staff, 
and the names of those to be re-
membered are posted at the base of 
the flagpole in the Academic Plaza. 
A box is positioned at the foot of the 
Sul Ross statue, where students may 
place letters of condolence. These 
are then passed on to the family of 
each student to be honored. The 
family is notified of the ceremony 
and sent a floral arrangement by 
university officials.

The campus will be darkened at 
10:20 p.m. In the darkness, stu-
dents, family and friends will silent-
ly gather in the plaza in front of the 
Academic Building. At 10:30 p.m., 
an honor guard from the Ross Vol-
unteer Company will march across 

campus from the Corps of Cadets 
area to the plaza, where its members 
will fire three rifle volleys to honor 
the memory of these students. Bu-
glers from the Aggie Band, unseen 
in the darkness, will play a special 
arrangement of “Taps.” The tolling 
of the Albritton Tower bells will sig-
nal the end of the ceremony.

In case of rain or dangerous light-
ning, the ceremony will be moved to 
an alternative location. Free park-
ing in the University Center Garage 
will be available between 9 p.m. 
and 2 a.m. For more information, 
go http://studentaffairs.tamu.edu/
sas/silvertaps or contact Student 
Assistance Services at (979) 845-
3113. 

SOURCE Texas A&M

By Matthew Pedersen
Residents from across the Metro-

plex gathered in Williams Square 
in Las Colinas for a day of fun and 
exercise at the second annual Blue 
Red Run. The Nov. 15 event was 
organized and hosted by Dallas Ath-
letes Racing, a charitable fundrais-
ing organization founded by Tom 
and Vicki Ryan. 

Divided into three portions, a half 
marathon, a 10k run, and a new 
5k run, the event drew well over a 
thousand participants, who brought 
their families and friends with them 
to cheer them on, and help support 
the community’s brave men and 
women in uniform. 

“It’s an honor to be part of some-
thing as big as this, something be-
yond yourself,” Captain John Smith 
of the Irving Fire Department said. 
“It’s something that also supports 
firemen and people who are over-
comers.”

Tom Ryan happily and energet-
ically served as the Blue Red Run’s 
announcer, fostering a fun atmo-
sphere that had people smiling and 
laughing even after they finished 
running the 10k. 

“We have more police and fire-
fighters actually running the race 
than we did last year,” Ryan said. 
“We had about 15 percent of the 
crowd last year that were police or 
firefighters. This year almost 30 per-

Community run supports local 
police and firefighters

cent of the runners participating are 
police or firefighters. We have about 
1,120 who started [the run].

“I love the energy. I love the 
cloudy gray skies; it makes it feel like 
fall running. We’re thankful for the 
community of Irving, it’s wonderful. 
We do the Wounded Warrior event 
here as well; the police turn out, the 
safety officials, the city people, all 
are on board and it works out great,” 
he said.

Of course none of this would have 
been possible if it weren’t for the 
many citizens who arrived to partic-
ipate and aid the charities involved 
with the event. Michelle Blackard, 
a resident of Euless enthusiastically 
finished her run and talked about 
what brought her out that morning. 

“I love this race, and I love Dallas 
Athletes Racing,” Blackard said. “I 
think they do such a good job, and 
I love the charities that they always 
support, so I like to support them.” 
She also took a moment to thank the 
men and women the race supported. 
“Just thank you so much to our po-
lice officers and our fire department, 
every day all day and today for being 
out here, and running with us, and 
supporting us,” she said.

Also running was Alice Chien, a 
Dallas police officer participating in 
the event. 

“I love running,” Chien said. “I do 
a lot of the 5k runs, and this is just 

another one I felt was great to ben-
efit any kind of charity I could help 
out with. It feels wonderful being 
here. I love exercising. I believe in 
keeping healthy and doing what you 
can to stay healthy.”

The charities benefitting from 
funds raised by this year’s event are 
the Texas Police Chiefs Association 
Foundation memorial charity and 
the Michael’s Memories charity. 

The Texas Police Chiefs Associa-
tion Foundation memorial charity 
helps provide financial care to the 
families of officers lost in the line 
of duty, as well as providing fund-
ing for low cost training programs 
for small law enforcement agencies 
across Texas. 

Michael’s Memories is a local 
charity benefitting firefighters who 
have contracted cancer. The orga-
nization helps provide these brave 
souls and their families with the 
money to go on vacations, help-
ing to ease the stress and pain that 
struggling with life threatening con-
ditions causes. Michael’s Memories 
was founded in 2011 by Michael 
Williams, a firefighter who was diag-
nosed with bone marrow cancer and 
managed to overcome it. Dallas Ath-
letes Racing showed special interest 
in Michael’s Memories, striving to 
help them reach their goal of send-
ing two families on a dream getaway 
this year.

Seventy-two volunteers repre-
senting over a dozen community 
groups came together on Nov. 7 to 
make the first Community Planting 
Day a success. Volunteers pitched 
in to plant dozens of native and 
well-adaptive plants that will be part 
of an elaborate, demonstration rain 
garden at Coppell’s Biodiversity Ed-
ucation Center. 

The project was organized by lo-
cal non-profit, Friends of Coppell 
Nature Park, in partnership with the 
City of Coppell. Local Coppell resi-
dent and landscape architect, Janna 
Tidwell, created the landscape de-
sign as a gift to the community. She 
also drew donations of time from 
other professionals that advised on 
irrigation and sustainability. The 
plants in the design require minimal 
water and utilize drip irrigation.

“Coppell has an outstanding 
number of engaged citizens that en-
thusiastically give back to their com-
munity,” said Jen Ferguson, Com-
munity Programs Manager with the 
City of Coppell. “The native plant 
demonstration garden will serve as 
an excellent learning ground for wa-

Community plants rain garden at 
the biodiversity education center

ter conservation and horticulture, 
further adding to the unique attri-
butes that keeps our city special to 
our residents.”

The saying “many hands make 
light work” was proven true, as vol-
unteers hammered out the planting, 
mulching, watering, and clean-up 
before noon. The entire truckload of 
mulch disappeared quickly as they 
had five wheelbarrows lined up, 
using an efficient assembly line for 
distribution to garden beds. There 
was great comradery among the di-
verse groups, as families, communi-
ty groups and professional associa-
tions worked together. 

“It feels good to get outdoors and 
do something good for the commu-
nity,” one North Lake student said.

Come check out the new rain gar-
den and take a walk through the 
Coppell Nature Park. The Biodiver-
sity Education Center is a“green” 
constructed net zero building nes-
tled on the sixty-six acres of nature 
preserve in Wagon Wheel Park. 
It is available for use by Coppell 
non-profit entities for meetings and 
environmental education. It is also a 

great location for Coppell ISD field 
trips and facilitates a regular sched-
ule of classes and events that are 
free to the public.

To find out more about the Bio-
diversity Education Center and to 
obtain forms for its use, visit www.
coppelltx.gov/BEC . The center may 
be reached at 972.304.3581 or cnp@
coppelltx.gov.  

SOURCE City of Coppell
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Irving Police & Fire Blue Christmas 
Toy Drive
December 2, 6 - 9 p.m. 
Come by the Irving Convention Center to 
drop off a new unwrapped toy in support of 
Irving Police and Fire Blue Christmas. The 
program serves Irving families with gifts 
and food. 

Advent Vespers
December 2, 9 & 16 7 p.m.
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
2620 W. Grauwyler Rd, Irving TX. 
“Hope for God’s people in broken world.”

Meals on Wheels Hosts Volunteer 
Training
December 3, 10:30 a.m. - noon 
VNA Meals on Wheels is hosting a training 
event  for those interested in delivering 
meals to some of Dallas County’s neediest 
residents, which will be held at the VNA Hag-
gerty Center located at 1440 W. Mockingbird 
Lane in Dallas. For every day a volunteer 
delivers a route, VNA Meals on Wheels saves 
enough money to feed another hungry senior 
for a week.
Delivering a route usually takes about an 
hour and a half, and volunteers may deliver 
as often as they wish, be it weekly, monthly or 
however best fits their schedule. Volunteers 
may choose the neighborhood where they 
would like to deliver meals. 
Reservations are preferred to take part in 
VNA Meals on Wheels volunteer training. 
Please contact VNA Meals on Wheels 
Manager of Volunteers Melanie Crommett 
at 214-689-2685 to RSVP.

Coppell Holiday Food Drive
The City of Coppell is once again hosting a 
Holiday Food Drive. City buildings will have 
a drop box handy for generous donors who 
would like to help. City staff will deliver the 
goods to multiple north Texas food pantries. 
You can help! Now through Jan. 1, 2016, drop 
by any one of the following City facilities and 
leave your non-perishable item(s) in the box.
Town Center, 255 E. Parkway Blvd.
Coppell Development Center, 265 E. Park-
way Blvd.
The CORE, 234 E. Parkway Blvd.
The Coppell Library, 500 Southwestern Blvd. 
The City will not accept partially opened/used 
packages of any consumables. Visit http://
coppelltx.gov for a list of suggested goods.

Outfit Irving Students for Success
Programs in the Administrative Annex are 
collecting two different articles of clothing 
for students:
The Project Pass program is hosting a coat 
drive until Dec. 15 to collect jackets and coats 
for students. 
Help create a college-bound culture by do-
nating college t-shirts for Irving ISD students 
to wear on College Shirt Days! Your donation 
of college T-shirts will allow students to show 
their support for their favorite college/univer-
sity on the days designated by our schools. 
Donations can be dropped off at the Admin-
istration Annex (820 N. O’Connor) Monday 
through Friday. 

Coppell Offers Make A Child Smile 
Holiday Gift Program
The City of Coppell is once again sponsoring 
the special holiday program called Make A 
Child Smile. This annual program benefits 

The City Council and the muse-
um board are working to develop 
a plan for Irving’s local museum. 
The consulting group of Toxey/
McMillan Design Associates has 
submitted their findings, and 
community members are plan-
ning to share their ideas at the 
open forum before the December 
10th City Council meeting.

children in Coppell by providing holiday gifts 
for Coppell families who need a little extra 
help during the season. 
Participants may stop by the City Manager’s 
Office through Dec. 8, to choose a paper 
ornament, then purchase a gift of clothing 
and/or a toy for the child and finally, return it 
to the City Manager’s Office in Town Center, 
wrapped, with the paper ornament attached 
on the outside of the gift. The program goal 
is to provide at least one toy and one article 
of clothing for each child.
Shoppers may pick up an ornament in the 
City Manager’s Office on the second floor of 
Town Center, 255 Parkway Blvd., weekdays, 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (excluding holiday hours) or 
email Ashley Owens at aowens@coppelltx.
gov or Amy Swaim at aswaim@coppelltx.gov 
for ornament requests. All gifts are due to the 
City Manager’s Office by close of business 
on Tuesday, Dec. 8. For more information, 
call 972-304-7016 or email Ashley Owens at 
aowens@coppelltx.gov.

Come out and share your 

ideas for the museum!

The Irving Police Department was 
contacted Nov. 19 at approximately 
10:20 a.m. in reference to a suspi-
cious package received in the 300 
block of Phelps Drive (Kimberly 
Clark). 

After company personnel exam-
ined the package, it was believed 
that the police department should 
be contacted for further examina-
tion. Explosive Ordinance person-
nel responded to the location. As a 
safety precaution, an evacuation of 
the building was conducted. 

The suspicious package was re-

Police investigate 
suspicious package

moved from the building, taken to 
an outside location and rendered 
safe. Upon closer examination of the 
contents, as well as two additional 
packages received from the same 
sender, the package was determined 
to be harmless. The packages appear 
to have been sent to the location as 
part of a marketing promotion, and 
there was no intent to cause alarm. 
The necessary precautions were fol-
lowed by all parties to ensure a safe 
conclusion to this incident.

SOURCE Irving Police Department
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Leche
Don’t cry over spilled Leche! I’m a super-chill girl that just wants 
to hang out and spend time with my best human friend. I don’t 
have any hang ups or past relationship baggage. I’m ready, will-
ing, and able to kick back and enjoy some down time at home 
with you. I’m about 2.5 years old with silky black fur and intense 
eyes - which belie my gentle, mellow nature. Let’s hang out! 

Thorton
I’m a gentle retriever named Thorton and I’m about 1 year old. 
One Saturday I was able to mix with people and dogs in the shel-
ter courtyard. I found that when I walked up to people they’d pet 
me. If they didn’t see me I nudge their leg. It was great. Some 
of the people were tiny. One little girl came over and patted me 
on the head. A little dog came up to me. He was pretty small 
only coming up to my knee. I laid down and put my head on the 
ground and he put his paw on my nose. Then he climbed on my 
head. He was happy and so was I. I was once a puppy too. I had a 
great time that day. 

Put a Paw print in your heart
and a best friend in your home

OPEN
   Tuesday - Friday
         11am - 6 pm
   Saturday
         10 am - 5 pm 

LOCATION
   4140 Valley View Ln.
   Irving, TX 75038
   972-721-7788
   www.DFWHumane.com

Rambler

Subscribe 
to the  

972-870-1992 ADOPT a new family member today! DONATE if you can not adopt!

Free dog to good home
Name: Ms. Betsy 
Age: 3 years old

Weight: 85 pounds

Ms. Betsy was a rescued pup and 
has updated shots, is micro-chipped, 
house broken, takes bilingual com-
mands, and  is a great watch dog. 

She is an indoor dog.
Ms. Betsy’s owner is elderly and can 
no longer care for the her, but wants 

Betsy to go to a good home. 
Please call 214-641-5138 for more 

information. 

By Adam Stephens
LEGO fans young and old gath-

ered at the Irving Convention Cen-
ter for the BrickUniverse LEGO fan 
expo on Nov. 14-15. For two days, 
guests had the opportunity to see 
some incredible models by various 
LEGO artists and to participate in 
teaching sessions and other activi-
ties. 

The convention was attended by 
many LEGO artists, such as Brook-
lyn-based LEGO artist/creative 
Jonathan Lopes, who builds models 
based on iconic urban buildings (in-
cluding a 14-foot replica of the Man-
hattan Bridge). Lopes hosted a gal-
lery of 25 pieces of his work as well 
as a couple of presentations about 
his creative style and development 
process. 

“I use LEGO in a similar capacity 
as I would any other creative form: 
an idea originates with me as a con-
cept, and I then translate the idea 
into a LEGO version,” Lopes said. 
“Much like a painter or a sculp-
tor or a musician would translate 
their ideas into their craft. There is 
a limited palette of LEGO shapes 
and colors to work with to achieve 
one’s vision. One of the unique as-
pects of LEGO bricks as creative 
medium might be that while the 
LEGO kits are widely accepted as a 
children’s toy and more recently as 
a pop-culture collectible, there are 
some amazingly creative-minded 
people who are creating fantastic 

Imaginations are built brick by brick for LEGO fans at Brickuniverse
original works with LEGO and also 
developing extraordinary building 
techniques as well. They are both 
impressive and inspiring.”

Nannan Zhang, another 
award-winning LEGO artist who 
happens to be locally based in Pla-
no, also held a showcase of his work, 
demonstrating a surrealist, concep-
tual style that has been featured 
in art galleries throughout the na-
tion. Additionally, author Greyson 
Beights attended to promote his 
book Medieval LEGO, a children’s 
history book that discusses medie-
val history with illustrations using 
LEGO models. Beights held a book 
signing and spoke with attendees 
about using LEGO as an educational 
tool. 

“History is very important,” 
Beights said. “It gives us context 
and helps not repeat the mistakes of 
the past. What better way to teach 
history than through a medium 
that the younger generation loves? 
Since LEGO grabs kids’ attention, 
I believe it is a great way to teach 
them history. 

“The reason I chose medieval 
history is because the Middle Ages 
is the start of the English-speaking 
peoples. Not to mention, the foun-
dation of modern western democ-
racy, language, and inventions were 
laid in medieval England. I’m very 
pleased with the end result of Medi-
eval LEGO and I hope it will indeed 
help get young people interested in 

history.”
There were many different types 

of original LEGO models on display 
at Brickuniverse. There were LEGO 
mosaics, a Star Wars display, vari-
ous types of spaceships, trains and 
castles, and minifigure art, where 
professional artists drew pop cul-
ture icons as LEGO caricatures. 

In addition to the various models 
on display, there were also many 
Building Zones where guests could 
play and create with LEGOs. One 
such zone was the Challenge Zone, 
where participants were given var-
ious building challenges with a 
specific set of LEGO pieces and no 
instructions. There was also archi-
tecture building, where guests were 
challenged to create building-like 
structures using only white LEGO 
bricks. For those interested in learn-
ing more about building with LEGO, 
Master Builder and Artist Brandon 
Wike of The Blank Brick held learn-
ing sessions to help participants im-
prove their skills. 

There were also various presen-
tations regarding the history of the 
LEGO company and its fan commu-
nity. Michael Bradford, an official 
LEGO User Group Ambassador of 
Dallas/Fort Worth, gave a presen-
tation about his experience with the 
LEGO headquarters and the new 
LEGO Ideas House. Matthew Kay, 
co-host of a popular LEGO podcast 
Beyond the Brick also gave a presen-
tation.

Porter’s Army & Navy Store  
unites community for troops

Professional LEGO artist Brandon Wike teaches young LEGO enthusiasts a few tricks of 
the plastic brick trade during a building session.  / Photo by Adam Stephens

Porter’s Army Navy hosts Unite for Troops benefiting troops deployed in Afghanistan, Africa, Kuwaiti, Alaska as well as the DFW 
Airport’s USO.  
Members of the community work together to collect and box items for direct shipment to troops during a Veteran’s Day celebration on 
Nov. 14. During the day’s activities, boys from the Troops of St. George prepare to burn old United States flags. / Photo by John Starkey 



Page 5November 28, 2015www.RamblerNewspapers.com

FUN & GAMES
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All Nations Gideons 
International Club of DFW 

10 A.M. Saturday mornings 
2011 W. Irving Blvd. Irving, TX

Call 972-704-6572
American Legion Post #218

Heritage Park Building
215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Buttons & Bows Square 

& Round Dance Club 
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 

Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

Circle I - Square 
& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

God’s Helping Hands Club
2011 W. Irving Blvd. 

972-704-6572 or 
214-732-9263

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Hebrew Torah Scrolls Frame 
Sheets Club

2011 W. Irving Blvd. IRving TX 75061
972-704-6572

Saturdays at 10 AM 
Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
 Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Second Tuesday each month @ 7:30 P.M.

132 E. Second St. Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Los Lupes
In the Irving Mall 

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christain Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Berean Memorial Church

1000 E. 6th Street
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS
* It was Russian-born composer Igor Stra-

vinsky who made the following sage ob-
servation: “Silence will save me from being 
wrong (and foolish), but it will also deprive 
me of the possibility of being right.”

* If you live in New Jersey, you pay eight 
times as much in real estate taxes as resi-
dents of Hawaii do.

* Given the popularity of both Legos and 
Star Wars, you probably won’t be surprised 
to learn that the first licensed, themed Lego 
set was an X-Wing fighter, released in 1999.

* Those who study such things say that 
wearing skinny jeans can cause varicose 
veins. 

* In the 1930s, during the Bolshevik Revolution, a Communist 
patrol in Siberia came across an isolated fundamentalist Russian 
Orthodox settlement. Christians were persecuted in the Soviet 
Union, and one of the soldiers shot and killed a man working in 
the village. This prompted the man’s brother, Karp Lykov, to flee 
into the forest with his wife and two young children. A sad story, 
perhaps, but nothing unusual -- until you find out that the Lykov 
family remained in complete isolation for 42 years. It wasn’t until 
1978 that surveyors in a helicopter saw in a remote area a clear-
ing that was obviously not of natural origin. Investigation revealed 
that Karp and his four children (his wife had died in 1961) were liv-
ing in a crude log dwelling. They’d had no contact with the outside 
world since fleeing their village in 1936, and two of the children 
had never seen a human not related to them. 

* A male lion can mate up to 50 times in one day.
***
Thought for the Day: “Language is the apparel in which your 

thoughts parade in public. Never clothe them in vulgar and shod-
dy attire.” -- George W. Crane

1. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: When did Thanksgiving become a 
national holiday in the United States?

2. TELEVISION: What TV show featured neighbors named Lenny 
and Squiggy?

3. GEOGRAPHY: Which of the Great Lakes is located entirely 
within the United States?

4. MOVIES: What 19th-century novel was the movie “Clueless” 
loosely based upon?

5. MEASUREMENTS: What measurement is used to determine 
the height of a horse?

6. FAMOUS QUOTATIONS: What sci-fi character once said, “Do. 
Or do not. There is no try”?

7. MUSIC: Which Christmas carol begins with the lyric “City side-
walks, busy sidewalks, dressed in holiday style”?

Answers
1. 1863
2. “Laverne & Shirley”

3. Lake Michigan
4. “Emma,” by Jane Austen
5. A poult
6. Yoda, in “The Empire Strikes Back”
7. “Silver Bells”
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By Sarah Bays
The Irving Hispanic Chamber of 

Commerce hosted its annual awards 
dinner, doubling registrants over 
last year, and honoring associates 
for their efforts promoting and ad-
vancing the Chamber’s goals.

This year’s banquet, held at the 
DFW Sheraton Hotel on Nov. 17, 
also saw the inaugural Gracias 
Award given to Dr. Elba Garcia, a 
dentist and Dallas County Commis-
sioner. 

“Elba is amazing, definitely the 
hardest working politician I know,” 
said Don Herring Jr., of Don Her-
ring Mitsubishi, in a video presen-
tation. “She’s always working for 
the good of the community and that 
desire to do what’s right for the com-
munity makes a difference.” 

The Gracias Award is given in cel-
ebration and recognition of some-
one who has been an influential 
advocate of economic development 
and entrepreneurship in North Tex-
as.

“As a public servant you have the 
opportunity to help a lot of people 
on different issues,” Garcia said. 
“It’s about the representation. It’s 
about leadership. It’s about diversi-
ty. Because we all know now when 
we have a diverse community we do 
better.”

Garcia has worked with partner-
ships in Irving to help get projects 
moving forward.

Dear Readers:
On Saturday, roughly a dozen peo-

ple claiming to be Christians stood 
outside the Irving Islamic Center 
with flags, signs of unkind tidings 
and firearms, exercising their free-
dom of speech and assembly. Now 
one of them has taken the liberty of 
publishing the names and address-
es of people who had the audacity 
to speak in an open forum during 
an Irving City Council meeting and 
exercise their freedom of speech to 
express an opinion contrary to his. 

As a reasoning person who lives 
in Irving and calls those who wor-
ship at the Islamic Center my neigh-
bors and friends, I am appalled and 
embarrassed. A condition which 
Irvingites are far too accustomed 
when it comes to those who are out-
spoken and uninformed. 

Now picture the situation in re-
verse: a group of Islamic residents 

assemble outside of one of Irving’s 
churches on Sunday morning with 
weapons. How different would the 
outcome be? 

Though I have nothing to do with 
those who shamed themselves in 
front of the Islamic Center, I feel 
compelled to offer my sincere apol-
ogies. Someone needs to honestly 
say, ‘I’m sorry;’ it’s the Christian 
thing to do. 

I’ve only been to the Islamic Cen-
ter a few times. Each time, I have 
been treated with respect and cour-
tesy. I can say the same thing for the 
various temples and churches I have 
visited across the city.

I don’t live my life in the dark. I 
am well aware of what happened on 
9/11, recently in Paris, and Charlie 
Hebdo. I was so concerned about 
the attack on Charlie Hebdo that I 
sat down with an Imam at the Islam-
ic Center and spoke with him about 

it. I later wrote an article about our 
conversation. 

Perhaps instead of standing out-
side the center, the 12 should have 
gone inside and discussed their 
feelings, fears and the best ways to 
move forward given their differing 
points of view. 

Timothy McVeigh was a Chris-
tian. I would not wish all Baptists 
or Nondenominational churches to 
be judged by McVeigh’s actions any 
more than all Muslims should be 
judged by a few twisted individuals.

I truthfully can’t say I know what 
Jesus would do, but I think He 
would find solutions that would help 
bring our community together and 
minimize the distrust that already 
exists. And He would do it all while 
leaving his AK-47 and hunting rifles 
at home.
Stacey Starkey - Editor

Irving Hispanic Chamber recognizes 
individuals, businesses with awards

“She’s been very supportive of the 
City of Irving,” said Dennis Webb, 
who represents District 3 on the Ir-
ving City Council. “She has helped 
us get millions of dollars for a lot of 
our projects. We couldn’t have done 
a lot of what we have done without 
her help.”

The Irving Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce was founded in 2007 to 
advocate for education and econom-
ic development in Hispanic commu-
nities. 

One of those members is Ken 
Kummer, owner of Haslet-based 
Doves 4 Y’all. He was nominated for 
the ambassador of the year award.

“We just go out and promote the 
Chamber,” Kummer said. “We show 
up at events, especially ribbon cut-
tings. It was totally unexpected be-
cause I’ve only been a member here 
for just a few months.”

Kummer brings doves to most of 
the grand openings he attends. 

“Dove release is very, very big in 
the Hispanic community,” he said, 
adding that people he meets know 
him as “the dove man.”

Kummer is a member of the IHCC 
because he gets to invest in the com-
munity and network with other 
business owners. “It’s hard to get a 
business going, and it’s hard to keep 
it going,” he said.

Mary Richarte works with Latinos 
Stand Up, an educational outreach 
program. An IHCC ambassador, 
Richarte was honored as volunteer 
of the year.

“It’s just to get the businesses out 
to the Hispanic families and vice 
versa,” she said of the IHCC. “One 
way or another you’re going to be 
getting or reaching out to the His-
panic families in the communities.”

The following individuals and 
businesses were honored with 
awards by the IHCC:

Ambassador of the Year: Hugo 
Salazar (Heartland Institute of Fi-
nancial Education)

Partner of the Year: Ana G. Men-
dez University System (Dr. Lourdes 
Morales)

Small Business of the Year: Glory 
House (Jo Ann Goin)

Volunteer of the Year: Mary Rich-
arte (Latinos Stand Up) and Tony 
Montes (ISP Studios)

Corporation of the Year: TXU En-
ergy

Entrepreneur of the Year: Eric Ce-
dillo (Law Offices of Eric Cedillo)

Chairman’s Choice: Mark Baker 
(Toyota of Irving)

Gracias Award: Dr. Elba Garcia 
(Dallas County Commissioner). 

EDITORIAL

OPINIONS (972) 870-1992 
staceys@ramblernewspapers.net 

Seniors in the hospitality and 
culinary arts programs in Irving 
ISD participated in mock job inter-
views at Singley Academy. About 
a dozen industry professionals, 
including restaurant managers 
and visitors bureau directors, in-

Culinary, hospitality students 
served real-world experience

terviewed the 120 students from 
Irving High, MacArthur, Nimitz and 
Singley. 

“The purpose is to expose our 
students to the interview process as 
realistically as possible,” said Zach 
Moore, hospitality instructor and 

chair of the Career and Technical 
Education department at Singley 
Academy. “Some of our partners are 
hiring, so hopefully some of our stu-
dents will get a job out of it.”

SOURCE Irving ISD

Mary Ann Kellam, president and CEO of the Irving Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, 
welcomes guests to the annual awards banquet.  / Photo by Sara Bays
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UNITY CHURCH
Unity of Irving

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class

11:00 AM Service
& Children’s Church

Reverend Frank Pounders
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-5083

unitychurchofirving.com

Heart of Worship Baptist
2201 W. Shady Grove Rd.

www.howbc.org
Worship: 9 am

Sunday School:10:30 am
Pastor Mike Blalock

214-864-0635

BAPTIST

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third,  75060

972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Second and fourth Sundays

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ, Scientist
2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 75061

972-253-7202
www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-0476

access code 884879
For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

LUTHERAN
Good Shepherd

Lutheran Church
2620 West Grauwyler Rd.

Irving, TX 75061
972-790-2121

www.gslcirving.com
Advent Vespers Wed Evenings
December 2, 9 & 16. 7:00pm

Pastor Bradley T. Carroll

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Belt Line Road

Church of Christ
1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061

1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century
Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Wednesday Worship 7:30 p.m.

972-790-8606 
www.BeltLineChurch.com

Rev. Sara Hardaway, 

WORSHIP
WORSHIP ADS

To list your house of worship in 

the Rambler, please contact 

Laurie at  972-870-1992

 or 

Laurier@ramblernewspapers.net

They try to highlight a country that 
is represented in our schools, be-
cause the Irving School District has 
more languages and dialects spoken 
than anywhere else in North Texas. 
So they want to honor those kids’ 
diverse backgrounds. So last year 
I believe it was India, this year it’s 
Madagascar, which is a part of the 
continent of Africa, and next year... 
you’ll have to stay tuned,” she said.

Also in attendance was Crystal 
Scanio, Executive Director of the Ir-
ving Schools Foundation. 

“Our goal for this evening is to 
create awareness of the amazing 
accomplishments in our district, as 
well as raise money to help us con-
tinue to provide educational oppor-
tunities for the 35,000 students that 
we serve,” Scanio said. 

As the evening began winding 
down, after the auction, the awards 
ceremony, and the fantastic African 
dance performance, Scanio com-
mented on how she felt the gala 

went. 
“I thought it was a really success-

ful evening,” she said. “We were 
able to share some stories about our 
kids, which is always our number 
one goal at the event, to share the 
success of our students, and to raise 
some funds as well. I just really ap-
preciate the community’s support.”

At the end of the gala program it 
was revealed that next year’s Legacy 
Gala theme would be “From Russia, 
with Love,” and Scanio shared a few 
details about it. 

“I’m so excited,” Scanio said. 
“We’re doing the whole Bond thing. 
It will be Winter Wonderland ba-
sically. So we’re really hoping that 
everyone gets into the theme, dress-
es to the occasion, and again raises 
some good money for our students. 
The whole reason we do these dif-
ferent countries each year is to rep-
resent the diversity in Irving, so we 
hope that each year we can pick a 
different country and represent it.”

Diversity
Continued from Page 1

Guests get a taste of Madagascar’s culture through dance at the Irving Schools 
Foundation Legacy Gala.  / Photo by Matthew Pedersen

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
laurier@ramblernewspapers.net

LEGALS

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY

FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY

Proposed Flood Hazard Determinations for the City of Irving, Dallas County, Texas, 
and Case No. 15-06-1228P. The Department of Homeland Security’s Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) solicits technical information or comments 
on proposed flood hazard determinations for the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), 
and where applicable, the Flood Insurance Study (FIS) report for your community.  
These flood hazard determinations may include the addition or modification of Base 
Flood Elevations, base flood depths, Special Flood Hazard Area boundaries or zone 
designations, or the regulatory floodway.  The FIRM and, if applicable, the FIS report 
have been revised to reflect these flood hazard determinations through issuance 
of a Letter of Map Revision (LOMR), in accordance with Title 44, Part 65 of the 
Code of Federal Regulations.  These determinations are the basis for the floodplain 
management measures that your community is required to adopt or show evidence 
of having in effect to qualify or remain qualified for participation in the National 
Flood Insurance Program.  For more information on the proposed flood hazard 
determinations and information on the statutory 90-day period provided for appeals, 
please visit FEMA’s website at www.fema.gov/plan/prevent/fhm/bfe, or call the FEMA 
Map Information eXchange (FMIX) toll free at 1-877-FEMA MAP (1-877-336-2627).

Quality Assurance Engineer, 
PeopleFluent, Inc. (Irving, TX) 
Will work with senior 
project members to 
program automated Quality 
Assurance (QA) testing for 
software products. Complete 
description and instructions 
on how to apply can be found 
at www.peoplefluent.com/
careers Job ID: 2058.

Senior Software Engineer, 
PeopleFluent, Inc. (Irving, TX) 
Perf. prod. des. & dev. in 
a SaaS engineering env. 
Resolved complex soft. 
eng. & tech. probl.s for 
customers w/i Agile Scrum 
dev. methodology. Complete 
description and instructions 
on how to apply can be found 
at www.peoplefluent.com/
careers Job ID: 2057.

USMD announces that effective January 1, 2016, James Saalfield, M.D. will no longer 
see patients at the USMD Las Colinas Urology Clinic. Beginning January 1, Dr. 
Saalfield will practice full time at the USMD Fort Worth Terrell Urology Clinic, located 
at 1300 W. Terrell, Suite 400, Fort Worth, TX 76104. Patients with an appointment 
scheduled with Dr. Saalfield at the USMD Las Colinas Urology Clinic after January 
1, 2016, will be called by USMD to make alternate arrangements. Please call 
972.401.4940 with any questions.

OBITUARIES
Arrangements by

Chism-Smith Funeral Home
972-259-7644

Virginia Lee Lauderdale
Mar. 24, 1932 - Nov. 25, 2015

Mary Ellen Delgado
Apr. 14, 1944 - Nov. 23, 2015

Bettie Jean Mahaffey
Aug. 31, 1932 - Nov. 24, 2015

Kathy Ford
Aug. 12, 1956 - Nov. 8, 2015

DEATH  NOTICES

Connie O’Canas
Dec. 29, 1930 - Nov. 21, 2015

Arrangements by
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home

 972-254-4242

Pat Stone
Apr. 15, 1937 - Nov. 11, 2015

Guy “Spot” Shockley
Nov. 28, 1924 - Nov. 23, 2015
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ring to is telling them how to react 
and behave if and when they run 
into the police and are questioned or 
corrected for something they have 
done knowingly or unknowingly.

Children, both boys and girls, are 
never too young to be given this talk, 
according to Miller.

“That is a necessity, as far as I’m 
concerned,” said Miller, who shares 
the curriculum with students in Ir-
ving ISD middle and high schools 
regularly. “You know your child. 
You know when they’re ready to 
hear this. 

“I’ve seen negative reactions 
(from young people during police 
intervention) when they were on 
the street,” he said. “Even if it isn’t 
a positive interaction, you have to be 
able to walk away from the interac-
tion. It’s OK to disagree with what 
you’re hearing, but it really matters 
how you choose to react.”

During the meeting, a news video 
covering the death of a young offi-
cer in Flagstaff, Ariz., demonstrat-
ed how quickly things can go bad 
during police interaction even on a 
routine call. The officer was shot by 
a man he came to talk with after a 
domestic violence call, and while 
patting him down during a standard 
weapon check, the man quickly 
pulled out a gun. The incident was 
caught on the officer’s uniform cam.

That video showed why officers 
are always on high alert for potential 
danger, while another video showed 
how close a teen from the Metrop-
lex was from being shot by an offi-
cer because of his actions in a tense 
situation. The officer responded to 
a call reporting that a young person 
was carrying a gun around a neigh-
borhood in broad daylight. It turned 
out that the young man was carrying 
a BB gun that was a replica of a Ber-
etta, but the way the teen responded 
put the officer in desperation mode.

When told to put his hands in the 
air, the young man started walking 
toward the officer instead of com-
plying, while two peers accompany-
ing him walked to the side with their 
backs toward the officer. The officer 
had drawn his weapon and shouted 
loudly before the youth finally threw 
his hands up and dropped to the 
ground.

“They were acting clueless,” Mill-
er said of the young people in the 
video. “They weren’t being disre-
spectful, but they acted like they 
didn’t know what to do.

“They went right into ex-
plain-mode, and we don’t need 
that,” he said. “Some kids think, ‘I 
haven’t done anything wrong that 
warrants putting my hands up.’ 
That’s the mentality we’re trying to 
change.”

Realizing the seriousness of situa-
tions and how critical it is for youth 
and adults alike to comply with po-
lice in tense moments is what the 
department hopes to get across to 
the community. But members of 
the audience pointed out that some 
of those lessons need to start in the 
home.

“I think the thing we as parents 
need to teach our children is that 
we need to respect authority,” said 
Cynthia Clark, a member of An-

tioch Christian Church. “We need to 
re-emphasize that to them and have 
healthy dialogue. When you can 
share that in a healthy environment 
and help diffuse all these (negative 
perceptions of law enforcement) 
that we’re seeing, it will go a long 
way.”

Clark said she believes police re-
lations with citizens portrayed in 
the media are not always cut and 
dry, and often the civilian did not 
respond appropriately, or both the 
civilian and the police were equal-
ly out of line. But she also shared 

about a time when her daughter was 
pulled over by a police officer from 
a nearby community in a traffic stop 
and felt her child was treated unfair-
ly. She struggled internally with how 
to respond in that instance.

Officer Charlie Cavazos, who also 
spoke at the event, said that the Ir-
ving Police Department welcomes 
complaints regarding officers’ han-
dling of situations, because they 
want to make sure all citizens are 
treated fairly.

“If you feel you’ve been a victim of 
racism by a police officer, speak up,” 

Cavazos said. “You have a voice with 
us. There is a forum for that, it’s just 
not on the side of the road. We want 
to hear about it and make sure ev-
eryone is kept accountable.”

Tony Grimes, president of the 
NAACP’s Irving-Carrollton branch, 
said another community event be-
tween the public and the Irving 
Police Department is planned for 
a date yet to be set in February at 
Ben Washington Baptist Church in 
Irving. The hope is to continue to 
change the view on police relations, 
and the Irving Police Department’s 

efforts to reach out and communi-
cate have been beneficial. 

“The perception of police [nation-
ally] is awful,” Grimes said. “People 
kind of feel like we’ve gone back to 
the ‘60’s as far as perception of po-
lice officers go.

“I sincerely believe that we have 
the best police department in the 
country here in Irving,” he said. “I 
respect Chief Boyd and what he does 
and his leadership. The perception 
that people have is much different 
if you live in Irving than the percep-
tion that you see in the media.”

Police
Continued from Page 1

CARRIERS 
NEEDED!
We currently have 

routes open for single 
copy and home deliv-
ery. Pay between $65 

and $95 a week. 
Signing bonus avail-
able. All routes are in 
the Irving area. Must 
have own transporta-
tion, drivers license, 

and insurance. 
For more information 

call 214-676-1145 
and ask for Laurie, 

or email laurier@ram-
blernewspapers.net.


