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Soaring several feet above the stage, Irving twins Morgan and Megan McKenyon execute exciting acrobatic feats during Cirque Italia, 
a water-themed traveling circus.   / Photo by John Starkey

Acrobatic sisters find circus stardom

Man survives car 
crashing through 
his home Former MacArthur football 

player inducted into HOF

Super Lunch aids 
Salvation Army

By Fredy Gonzalez
Running away and joining the cir-

cus is not as easy or as common as it 
might seem. The thought of joining 
a circus raises a number of questions 
such as: where does one start? What 
sort of life could one lead in the cir-
cus? A few years ago, Irving twins 
decided to take on this adventurous 
endeavor; Morgan and Megan McK-
enyon were Irving dwellers (and still 
are when they have time) before 
they began touring with Cirque Ital-
ia, one of the biggest circus shows in 
the United States.

The story of these two intelligent, 
creative, as well as delightful women 
opens up a whole new way of think-
ing about circus acrobats. These 
ladies have an extensive repertoire 
in many fields. Both were straight 
A students throughout school and 
they tried various arts to discover 

themselves, finding their passions 
early on. From the age of two, the 
sisters enjoyed dancing and gym-
nastics.

“I felt that they had their desire 
for what they wanted to go do, and 
I didn’t have this desire to see them 
sitting in an office,” said Mary Ann 
McKenyon, the ladies’ mother. “I 
knew college was very expensive, 
and I knew it was something they 
could do at any time. They were very 
smart in high school and got a lot of 
college credits during high school 
for dual credit or AP courses.” 

During high school, Morgan 
McKenyon became skilled in cos-
tume building and actually creat-
ed costumes professionally for the 
Momentum Dance Company. Mor-
gan also built costumes for cosplay, 
which is the art of making costumes 

By Fredy Gonzalez
A car crashing through the wall 

of someone’s home seems like the 
farfetched invention of a ‘70s made 
for television crime drama; howev-
er, on Dec. 6 the uninsured driver 
of a Hyundai Sonata crashed into 
the living quarters of Irving resident 
Ben Rose. 

Ben was relaxing and enjoying 
his Sunday afternoon off, playing a 
video game, Fallout IV, while sitting 
in a rolling chair. In an accident that 
could have easily taken his life, Ben 
survived thanks to the capabilities 
of the chair. Once it was impacted, 
the chair rolled far enough and with 
enough speed to aid Rose’s survival.  

Although the driver who hit Rose 
was uninsured, the injured gam-
er has been getting support from 
those who surf the Internet, because 
Rose’s friends began a GoFundMe 

By Courtney Ouellette
In the football community, ‘The 

Boz’ yields thoughts of a talented, 
yet angry and rebellious young man. 
To the people in his hometown, he’s 
simply Brian Bosworth, a kid from 
MacArthur High School who made 
it to the pros.

After countless accolades at the 
high school and collegiate level and 
nearly 30 years after his college 
graduation, Brian ‘The Boz’ Bo-
sworth was inducted into the Col-
lege Football Hall of Fame in the 
2015 class that includes college foot-
ball greats like Bill Snyder. 

Following high school, Bosworth 
played linebacker for the Oklahoma 
Sooners from 1984 to 1986 where he 

By Fredy Gonzalez 
The Salvation Army successfully 

hosted its 23rd Super Lunch, which 
featured former Dallas Cowboys 
quarterback Babe Laufenberg as the 
keynote speaker, as well as influen-
tial community members who sup-
port the Salvation Army. 

Presented at the Irving Conven-
tion Center at Las Colinas, the Dec. 
14 event offered both classic as well 
as silent auctions. Guests were also 
offered a firsthand look into the 
function of the Salvation Army in 
the City of Irving and how their sup-
port makes an impact for the local 
community.

“The Salvation Army is an orga-
nization that has multi-functions,” 
Captain Shelley Hood said. “It serves 
as a Christian church where we have 
Sunday services. We are also a social 
services organization where we pro-
vide financial assistance to families, 
clothing assistance, food assistance 
and also provide counseling as well 

was recognized as a consensus First-
Team All-American twice and he 
won the first two Butkus Awards as 
the nation’s top college linebacker. 
He remains the only player to have 
won the award twice. Later, he was 
also named a member of the Sports 
Illustrated all-century team.

Unfortunately, Bosworth’s talent 
and various honors were overshad-
owed by an ostentatious attitude, 
outlandish hairstyles and one par-
ticular incident that cost him a ros-
ter spot for the 1987 Orange Bowl. 

After he tested positive for steroids, 
Bosworth or more appropriately 
named at this time The Boz, wore 
a shirt on the sidelines of the bowl 
game that referred to the NCAA as 
‘National Communists Against Ath-
letes.’ Shortly after, Barry Switzer 
cut him from the team.

After graduating from Oklahoma 
early, The Boz was drafted by the Se-
attle Seahawks where he spent two 
somewhat underwhelming seasons 
before his numerous shoulder inju-

campaign. 
“I had previously done a kick 

starter for my board game compa-
ny and knew about crowd source 
funding,” said Matthew Robinson, 
a great friend of Rose. “I had heard 
about people using GoFundMe for 
their products and about other peo-
ple doing it for medical expenses. As 
soon as I found out that the driver 
wasn’t insured, my mind clicked 
back to the GoFundMe immediate-
ly.”

Regardless of the misfortune, Ben 
carries on with a sense of humor. 

“I’m able to make some jokes and 
laughing makes you feel better,” 
Rose said. “It’s crazy that I was play-
ing a game in The Wasteland then 
my apartment was turned into one. 
You have the destroyed buildings in 
the game, and now I’ve got one at 

as financial classes. It is also a place 
where children can come and have 
refuge from their home life. We pro-
vide games, and we provide shelter, 
fun and fellowship for those chil-
dren.”

In essence, the Salvation Army is 
a sanctuary and the Super Lunch 
is a fundraiser which goes hand-in-
hand with the cause. 

“This luncheon is a way in which 
the community comes together 
and very practically supports us to 
generate dollars to do exactly those 
things; help people who are in need,” 
Major Stan Carr said. “To provide a 
boys and girls club for 100-120 kids 
a day who can come to a safe place, 
where their parents don’t have to 
worry and they know that they are 
well taken care of after school. The 
luncheon provides an opportunity 
to send these kids to camp, provide 
food, shelter, and assistance for 
families who are in a rough place.”

From everyone at PJ’s, have a 
safe and fun holiday season! 
Thank you for your continued support!

Monday - Saturday: 5:30 am - 8:00 pm
 Sunday: 7:00 am - 3:00 pm

Wishing everyone a 
happy and prosperous 

New Year!
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Circus
Continued from Page 1

akin to characters from movies, 
animated series and video games. 
Her artistry earned her a 5 on the 
AP exam/portfolio for art in high 
school. 

“Building masks was always neat 
for me and that set the mindset for 
‘do whatever you want,’” Morgan 
said. The road to becoming acro-
batic athletes is by no means easy 
though Morgan believes “anyone 
can do it.” 

Luckily, Morgan and Megan had 
the full support of their parents. 

“We were very supportive of them 
to do what made them happy,” Mary 
Ann said. “They love the arts, dance, 
and drawing. Second grade was the 
first time we took them to Cirque du 
Soleil, and they always enjoyed the 
performers and the costumes.”

The sisters began dreaming of the 
circus while attending Wesleyan Ac-
ademe in Irving.

“We had a couple of kids who we 
knew went to that school whose par-
ents used to be clowns for Barnum 
and Bailey’s Big Apple Circus,” Mor-
gan said. These two performers, Tif-
fany and Dick Monday, learned that 
Morgan and Megan did gymnastics 
and dance. 

“At that point in time, we started 
doing a circus class,” Morgan said. 
“Tiffany and Dick had a shop in the 
Galleria called Slappy’s Puppet Play-
house where they would do shows 
every weekend for anyone who 
came into the store. 

“They had gymnastic summer 
camps and maybe 25 kids who came 
in to do these one-week workshops. 
They had their clown friends, ma-
gicians, and people that used to be 
acrobats,” Morgan said.

“We had to drop off from that cir-
cus planet, because we had to get 
surgery on our elbows because of so 
much tumbling,” Megan said. “We 
made the children’s medical annual 
report for our injuries. We stopped 
for awhile and then went back into 
gymnastics at Irving High School.” 

During their time performing 
at Slappy’s Puppet Playhouse, the 
twins also trained at the Lone Star 
Circus Art School where they were 
also involved in martial arts and 
acting classes. The sisters learned 
at a young age that not all education 
takes place in school.

“We weren’t just trained in 
school,” Megan said. “We trained 
ourselves a lot. For high school 
graduation, instead of getting a car, 
we got an aerial rig, which is free 
standing at four feet, built in 15 min-
utes, so we taught ourselves for the 
most part.”

At Lone Star, the sisters became 
acquainted with Fanny Kerwich, a 
world-renown circus acrobat. 

“They had to do so much because 
they were the only ones we knew in 
the city (at the time) who could do 
what they could do,” Mary Ann said. 
“Fanny Kerwich helped them a lot, 
because she was the one who helped 
them practice and did the character 
building. She’s an eighth generation 
circus artist.”

“We always said we should run 
away and join the circus,” Megan 
said. “Then we ran into actual circus 
performers. I like to tell people, and 
joke about it almost, that it was my 
parents’ idea first. My parents said, 
‘You know, you can do that.’”

During high school, “we went to 
the École nationale de cirque which 
is a world-renown circus school,” 
Morgan said. “We had to audition 
for the school, but we were then 
invited for a summer camp back in 
2012. They picked 45 people in the 
world in our age group and 30 had 
to be from Canada, so out of the 
other 15 in the rest of the world, we 
were both selected individually.”

They were mildly excited.
“I opened the email and cried for 

days,” Megan said.
“I cried in homeroom,” Morgan 

said. “Then we ran around and told 
all of our teachers about it.” 

“And everybody in a five room ra-
dius heard about it,” Megan said.

École nationale de cirque is a rig-

orous athletic camp during the sum-
mer that spans two weeks in Mon-
treal with 35-hours a week training 
sessions. 

“You may have to spend quite a 
long time chasing something that 
nobody else can see,” Megan said. 
“If you see it and you want it, you’re 
going to have to put blinders on ‘til 
you get there and let everything roll 
off your back. They warned us not to 
grow boring and give up, but they 
advised we have fun with whatever 
pursuit and be persistent. 

“A lot of people say ‘Oh, I could 
never do that,’” Morgan said. “But it 
feels so good to do what you want to 
do and be able to do it, because you 
have the willpower to do it. Many 
people also say that what they do, 
they do because they were born in it. 
No, that’s not always true. You don’t 
have to do what you were born into. 
I wasn’t born in the circus. I had 
lived in Irving my entire life. Circus 
performing became my first job, and 
I am now self-sufficient at that.”

On top of enjoying the thrills of 
performing and perfecting routines, 
it’s the crowds’ response that brings 
gratification. 

“To see the smiles on the faces 
of adults and kids makes me think 
‘Wow, I’m doing that,” Morgan said. 
“I’m facilitating that spark’. I love 
the performances. After a perfor-
mance, the artists come out and we 
have all these kids say ‘You’re my 
favorite act’ and ‘I wish I could do 
that.’ It’s me that they’re looking up 
to, who is telling them that they can 
do it and this keeps the spark run-
ning within them. Had I been that 
child and that artist had been who-
ever, I totally would’ve kept it up. 
It helps to be that person who tells 
them that they can do it. That’s why 
I love my job so much.” 

The twins currently spend 48 
weeks out of the year touring the 
United States. They are featured as 
the comedic duo in the Sailor Lira 
Act. “We try to execute what we do 
as beautifully as possible,” Megan 
said. 

Photos by John Starkey 
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home.” 
As far as Rose’s expenses go, they 

are extensive. He has a fractured 
vertebra and a deeply severed Achil-
les tendon. 

“What we have raised so far will 
cover my deductible for this year, 
but I’m going to have appointments 
for physical therapy next year, and 
that’s another deductible right 
there,” Rose said. “It’s really just a 
scratch into what I’m going to have 
to pay. I do have medical insurance, 
but my deductible is $7,500, so 
there’s a chunk right there.

“I definitely can’t work. I don’t 
know if I’ll even be able to do what 
I was doing before with these inju-
ries, so we definitely need to raise as 
much as possible.” 

“The outpouring from so many 
people is amazing, especially around 
the holiday season when money is 
already tight,” Rose said. “It really 
helps restore your faith in humanity. 
Some people donate with only the 
common link that they are gamers 
too and saw that the driver didn’t 
have insurance. They felt bad in that 
regard and wanted to make sure that 
I would be able to financially survive 
all this without any big settlement.”

“It is amazing that people pitched 
in at this time of the year for my 
friend, and I am forever grateful,” 
Matthew said. “It’s so incredible. 
There are people sharing their own 
stories. I’ve had many people post 
similar stories and talk about how 
they’d like to give back. Crowds at 
Christmas have always bothered 

me, but now if I’m walking around, 
any one of them could have been 
one of Ben’s donors, and I’m thank-
ful for everybody.

“Bethesda, the company who 
made the game he was playing be-
fore the accident, poured out a lot of 
support. They sent Ben a Christmas 
gift, and one of their vice presidents, 
Pete Hines, donated a large chunk 
of money. It’s immediately uplifting 
to see stuff like that. They sent Ben 
a Fallout IV skinned limited edition 
Xbox One.” 

“Family and friends are very im-
portant for me,” Rose said. “I’m re-
ally one of those guys who is always 
trying to help out other people. It’s 
crazy to see all of that come back to 
me from everyone else.” As far as his 
love for gaming he said it’s “the so-

cial aspect of it when you’re playing 
with other people, talking with oth-
er people, chatting with other peo-
ple and experiencing new worlds, 
and we share those experiences. It 
makes good conversation,” he said.

Rose is also an artist. He worked 
with Matthew on a game for Mat-
thew’s board game company. Rose 
did the artwork and some advising 
for the company. 

“He is one of those longtime 
friendships who are just a huge part 
of your life,” Matthew said.

If you would like to help Ben Rose 
with his expenses and his recovery, 
visit the GoFundMePage at https://
www.gofundme.com/HelpForBen-
zo. The page posts updates for Ben 
as well as thank you videos for sup-
porters. 

Crash
Continued from Page 1

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Teen Advisory Board
Sunday, December 27, 2 p.m.
If you know what you want to see going on 
at the West Irving Library, have suggestions 
for books you want to read or programs you 
want to attend, put in your application today. 
Open to grades 6-12.

Blood Donation
December 29, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
The American Red Cross encourages eligible 
donors to end the year with real meaning by 
donating blood at the Las Colinas Medical 
Center, 6800 N.MacArthur Blvd.
Holiday activities, severe weather and sea-
sonal illnesses, like the flu, can pull people 
away from their regular blood donation 
schedules. This creates a greater need for 
blood donations this time of year, especially 
around the winter holidays. Healthy donors 
with all blood types are needed, especially 
those with types AB, O, B negative and A 
negative. 

TeenSpeak YA Podcast Club discuss 
Fairy Tales Retold 
January 2, 4 p.m. 
At the West Irving Library each month we 
focus on a genre of YA literature, then teens 
in grades 6-12 read a book and record their 
thoughts and impressions at our meeting.

Elvis Has Not Left The Building!
January 8, 7:30 p.m.
Kraig Parker’s performance of “The King 
Lives” will be part of the 60th anniversary 
series of the Entertainment Series of Irving 
on the birthday of Elvis Presley. This special 
tribute concert will be at the Irving Arts Cen-
ter, 3333 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving, Texas.
Hailed by many as the ultimate image of Elvis 
Presley, Parker has been astonishing crowds 
from Vegas to London for over 16 years with 
his amazing tribute to the King of Rock and 
Roll. He gives a high energy performance 
that has left audiences excited, thrilled and 
hungry for more.

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
laurier@ramblernewspapers.net

PUBLIC NOTICE OF AUCTION OF SURPLUS MATERIALS

The Irving ISD, 2621 West Airport Freeway, Irving, Texas 75062 is offering surplus materials for sale by 
online auctions through Lone Star Auctioneers, 4629 Mark IV Parkway, Ft. Worth, Texas 76106. Website is 
http://www.lonestarauctioneers.com. Auction will begin no later than Monday, December 28, 2015 end-
ing no later than noon on Wednesday January 13, 2016. Please see the Lone Star Auctioneers website 
for exact details and dates. Inspection is by appointment only starting Monday, December 28, 2015 to 
Wednesday January 13, 2016 from 7:30am – 10:45am and from 11:45am – 3:00pm at the Pioneer Salvage 
Building located at 3209 W. Pioneer Dr., Irving TX 75061. Goods are sold as is and where is and no war-
ranties express or implied apply. Categories of goods in lots are likely to include but not limited to: materials, 
furniture, equipment and miscellaneous items. For appointment contact: auctions@irvingisd.net or (972) 
600-5132 or (972) 600-5105.

By Courtney Ouellette
Children gathered at the DFW 

Hindu Temple prepared to do battle 
in the ultimate game of strategy on 
Dec. 5. In a chess tournament host-
ed by the Ekta Mandir, participants 
ranging from kindergarten to high 
school competed in four different 
categories based on skill level. All 
sections were United States Chess 
Federation rated.

The four sections included Kin-
dergarten - Third Grade U400, Kin-
dergarten- Twelfth Grade U600, 
Kindergarten- Twelfth Grade U900 
and Kindergarten-Twelfth Grade 
Open.

“The Temple wanted to sponsor 
this event so all of the kids can come 
out in the morning and enjoy chess, 
while at the same time promoting 
the Temple and our programs,” said 
Harini Sreekanth, a temple manag-
er and one of the tournament’s or-
ganizers.

“This is our first chess tourna-
ment, and we had a great response. 
We have about 70 entries,” she said. 
Sreekanth joined the DFW Hin-
du Temple in 2007 and has since 
worked hard to introduce Temple 
activities in the community. 

“My goal is to involve the com-

DFW Hindu Temple connects 
with community through chess

munity and let people see all of the 
activities we have to offer. I’ve con-
ducted competitions and tourna-
ments. It’s a good thing for kids to 
come and participate,” she said. “I 
like to organize things like table ten-
nis and fun activities like that.”

With activities, seminars and 
various programs occurring almost 
weekly, Sreekanth credits her team 
of volunteers for the temple’s ongo-
ing success. 

“Whenever I do the programs, 
they are my right hand. We are a 
team. When I do the musical com-
petition, dance competition, instru-
ment competition or chess; any-
thing I do they are my support. We 
have a group of people dedicated to 
doing things for the community,” 
she said.

In addition to events and activities 
commonly known by Americans like 
table tennis and chess, the temple 
offers competitions and activities 
from India, sharing a piece of Indian 
culture with the DFW community.  

Chandra Reddy, a Coppell res-
ident and a member of the activi-
ty-based team, plays a key role in 
many of the temple activities. 

“In India there’s a tournament 
called Cannon Ball,” Reddy said. 

“We actually have a ball with coins, 
and it’s for kids and adults. We do 
that tournament every year. We or-
ganize some other events like the 
arts, with music and dance, includ-
ing classical dance and music from 
India.” 

This year marked the temple’s 
25th anniversary. Ekta Mandir be-
gan in 1992 when the foundation 
was first laid. Though temple mem-
bership is not a requirement, there 
are around 2,000 life members who 
serve the temple and the community 
completely on a volunteer basis. 

After several hours of competitive 
play by rated and non-rated com-
petitors, the first through third place 
players received trophies. Winners 
in each category are:

Kindergarten - Third Grade 
U400: Suvan Sarveswaran (1st), Aid-
en George (2nd), Maitreya Raval (3rd)

Kindergarten - Twelfth Grade 
U600: Adidev Mohapatra (1st), Adis-
ri Mohapatra (2nd), Abhinav Lingam 
(3rd) 

Kindergarten - Twelfth Grade 
U900: Aman Asthana (1st), Lokesh 
Narne (2nd), Abhiram Narendra (3rd)

Kindergarten - Twelfth Grade 
Open: Jesus Martinez (1st), Utkarsh 
Kaniyar (2nd), Ethan Hartfield (3rd).

HAPPY 
NEW 
YEAR 
FROM 
THE 

RAMBLER!
---------------

It’s not too late to get a 
subscription for 2016!

Call 972-870-1992

DALLAS -- Every year, more than 
8 million children in the United 
States alone send letters to Santa 
Claus asking for Christmas gifts. Yet 
how many of them send a thank you 
note to the North Pole? A new proj-
ect from The Thanks-Giving Foun-
dation will have kids writing and 
posting thank you notes to Santa 
on a mobile-friendly website (www.
thankyounoteproject.com). The site 
will post thank you notes to Santa 
through January.

“The holiday season provides 
the perfect opportunity to teach 
children the etiquette of thank you 
notes,” said Thank You Note Proj-
ect spokesperson Tiffany Divis, who 
ran the White House gift giving for 
President George W. Bush. “The 
practice skipped a generation, and 
we’re moving to restore it. We want 
to encourage this generation of par-
ents to get their kids to say thanks in 
meaningful ways.”

On the website, kids can post pho-
tos or scans of handwritten notes, 
or create digital notes using any of 
a number of templates. The Thank 

You Note Project team will review 
every submission, send an accep-
tance email with a link to the page 
on the site, and then share a select 
number of notes on the organiza-
tion’s Facebook page. Parents are 
encouraged to share kids’ posts on 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

“Kids need to hear about manners 
at home and at school,” said Rachel 
Cobb-Williams, whose kindergarten 
and first grade students at Quitman 
(Arkansas) Elementary School cre-
ated notes for the website’s debut. 
“A lot of kids today aren’t condi-
tioned to say ‘thank you.’ Once they 
get it in their heads, it becomes a 
habit that will make them more suc-
cessful in life.”

The Thank You Note Project 
was created pro bono by Dallas ad 
agency Commerce House, whose 
founder and CEO Mark Denesuk 
is on the Board of Directors of The 
Thanks-Giving Foundation. In ad-
dition to creating the concept and 
website, the agency is handling paid 
and social media for the effort.

“To extend our gratitude mis-

sion, we needed people to take ac-
tion,” Denesuk said. “We settled on 
Christmas because it’s a focal point 
for kids, and a natural teaching 
moment. This is an important step 
toward balancing out the commer-
cialism of the holidays by inspiring 
thankfulness as an appropriate re-
sponse to a gift.”

Founded 50 years ago to reveal 
the true strength and spirit of Dal-
las in the wake of the assassination 
of President John F. Kennedy, the 
Thanks-Giving Foundation has pri-
marily promoted the value of grat-
itude in building civic unity. The 
Thank You Note Project puts the 
spirit into action on a personal and 
family level.

“Expressions of thanks are the ba-
sis of a good life,” said Chris Slaugh-
ter, president of The Thanks-Giving 
Foundation. “The Thank You Note 
Project can reach people in a prac-
tical, everyday way, so they experi-
ence the power of gratitude.”

SOURCE Commerce House

Thank you note project gets 
kids writing their thanks 

Massive amounts of damage remain  after a vehcile crashed through Ben Rose’s home. /
Courtesy Photo
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CARRIERS NEEDED!
We currently have routes open for single copy 
and home delivery. Pay between $65 and $95 a 
week. Signing bonus available. All routes are in 
the Irving area. 
Must have own 
transportation, 
drivers license, 
and insurance. 
For more 
information 
call 214-676-1145 
and ask for 
Laurie, or email 
laurier@ramblernewspapers.net.

Football
Continued from Page 1

ries forced him to retire. 
“He was an incredible athlete,” 

said Russ Wisener, Bosworth’s line-
backer coach and defensive coordi-
nator at MacArthur. To Wisener, 
The Boz has always just been Brian. 

“He played on varsity starting 
his sophomore season, and we re-
alized how much ability he had, so 
his junior and senior year we moved 
him to defense and allowed him 
to play middle linebacker. He had 
that unique ability to go sideline to 
sideline. I coached for 29 years, and 
I had a lot of kids go on to District 
I schools, but by far, Brian was the 
best overall athlete with ability that 
I have ever coached.

“Besides that, he was an outstand-
ing student. He made great grades 
in high school; he made great grades 
in college. He worked very hard, and 
he practiced as hard as he played. 
He was a great practice player. He 
was a leader. He had tons of friends, 
and he really didn’t have an ego at 
all,” he said.

After high school, Wisener and 
Bosworth stayed in touch.

“We talked on the phone, and I’d 
watch him play. He was very critical 
of the way he played, and we’d talk 
about the things he did in a game.” 
Wisener said.

Wisener even flew out to Califor-
nia for one of Bosworth’s movie pre-
mieres.

“The Boz portion of it, that’s what 
made him all of his money, but if 
you view him just as Brian, he’s just 
a good kid. The other guy was just 
a persona. It’s what made him who 
he was at that time,” he said. “At the 
time, it was considered more outra-
geous than it would be now.”

Though Wisener knew him well 
enough to know a large majority of 
The Boz’s reputation was for show, 
he could not help but be disappoint-
ed in the Orange Bowl mischief. 

“I was very disappointed in the 
Orange Bowl incident, but that was 
really out of character for him. He 
was a making a statement when he 
was upset, which inadvertently cost 
him a lot,” Wisener said. “I know 
a lot of people in Oklahoma don’t 
speak very highly of him, but just 
as an overall person, he’s a great kid 
and a very intelligent person. He 
was very well liked around here.

“I was very disappointed that his 
career ended the way it did. The 
thing people remember about him 
the most is the Bo Jackson deal. The 
thing people need to remember is he 
was already playing with some pret-
ty bad shoulders, he’s had some re-
placement surgery after the beating 
they took.”

“I’ve coached a lot of great kids, 
but as far as making the big step up, 
he was my first one that made it to 
the pros,” Wisener said. “He was 
just a really gifted athlete.” 

Brian Basil, head football coach 
and campus athletic coordinator of 

MacArthur high school had the op-
portunity to meet Bosworth when 
the athlete returned home.

“I actually got to meet him back 
in 2009, which was the year that 
Oklahoma played BYU at the Cow-
boys stadium and it was played on a 
Saturday. [MacArthur] was actually 
also playing at the stadium in the 
Kirk Herbstreit Classic that year and 
those games were on Labor Day, so 
that Monday,” Basil said. 

“It was a fun week, because we 
were practicing in anticipation of 
playing in that stadium. Since Okla-
homa and BYU was the first game 
there, a lot of people were coming 
into town for the game.

“We were practicing on a Friday. 
We had just met and were getting 
ready to go out to the practice field 
when one of the kids walked by and 
said ‘Coach did you see Brian Bo-
sworth?’ I said ‘Brian Bosworth? 
And he was like, ‘Yeah, he’s out 
there.’”

“Of course, I knew he went to 
school here. I walked into the team 
room, and he was in there. He actu-
ally had flown in to go to the game 
on Saturday at the stadium,” Basil 
said. “He brought his son to show 
him where he went to high school.

“He was the nicest guy. He took 
time to talk to us. A few of our 
coaches went to OU, and were big 
OU fans. Some of our kids were al-
ready walking out for practice, so I 
asked him if he would mind saying 
a few words to our team and he said 
‘not at all’. We brought our team 
into the team room, and he talk-
ed for about 5 or 10 minutes to the 
team, and he had some really great 
words for them. 

“He talked about how special it 
is playing high school football, and 
those were the memories that he en-
joys having, and playing in college 
and the NFL, but a lot of those good 
memoires were from high school 
football. 

“It was great. I think a lot of the 
perception about ‘The Boz’ and who 
Brian Bosworth was; people real-
ly didn’t know him but saw him as 
this rebellious figure, but when we 
met him and he was here, he was 
awesome. He took the time when he 
didn’t have to,” Basil said. 

“I’m sure he wanted to come in 
and show his son his high school and 
particularly someone that has celeb-
rity status, sometimes they probably 
want to be under the radar and not 
really be noticed, you know get in 
and get out, but that wasn’t the case 
at all. He seemed excited to be back 
here and shake the kids’ hands and 
talk to them and it was really nice.”

For Basil and many of the oth-
er coaches, meeting Bosworth was 
more than meeting an Irving legend.

“When I was a high school foot-
ball player and younger, he was one 
of the guys that was a big figure of 
the game, so I always watched him. 

When he was standing here in our 
field house, it was a pretty cool ex-
perience, to see a guy you grew up 
watching play and to get a chance 
to meet him. It was fun for all the 
coaches as football fans meeting one 

of the legends of the game.”
Today Bosworth lives in Califor-

nia with his family and credits his 
faith for helping him through the 
disappointing ending to his career. 
Though it took almost 30 years, Bo-

sworth said he is glad the honor of 
being inducted came later in life, as 
he is better able to understand and 
accept the honor than he would 
have as a young man. 

By BERNARD Mcghee, Associat-
ed Press

Sometimes the act of dying, by it-
self, represents a type of victory.

Such was the case for Richard 
“Dick” Walters, who was a leader in 
the effort to get the state of Vermont 
to pass aid-in-dying legislation. Di-
agnosed with lung cancer, Walters 
ultimately used the law to end his 
own life in October at age 90, be-
coming one of the many notables 
who died in 2015.

Among political figures were King 
Abdullah of Saudi Arabia and a Sau-
di prince, Saud al-Faisal, recognized 
as the world’s longest-serving for-
eign minister. He retired earlier in 
the year after 40 years in the posi-
tion and died in July at age 75.

Former West German chancellor 
Helmut Schmidt, along with Arpad 
Goncz and Kim Young-sam, the 
former presidents of Hungary and 
South Korea, were among world 
leaders who died. Other political 
figures included Delaware Attorney 
General Joseph R. “Beau” Biden 
III, son of U.S. Vice President Joe 
Biden; Iraqi politician Ahmad Cha-

Final goodbye: Roll call of some who died in 2015
labi; and Russian opposition leader 
Boris Nemtsov.

Deaths in the arena of science and 
innovation included John Forbes 
Nash Jr., the mathematical genius 
whose struggle with schizophrenia 
was chronicled in the film “A Beau-
tiful Mind.”

Some other deaths in the science 
world: inventor Forrest Bird, nucle-
ar physicist Ralph Nobles, engineer 
Oscar Carl Holderer, chemist Carl 
Djerassi and scientist Richard Post.

Among the entertainers who died 
in 2015 was an actor who helped 
take TV viewers to alien worlds while 
showing the common humanity that 
unites everyone: Leonard Nimoy, 
83, who was beloved by generations 
of “Star Trek” fans for his portrayal 
of the pointy-eared Mr. Spock.

For some, the end came far too 
soon. At just 22, Bobbi Kristina 
Brown died in July in hospice care. 
Her death came six months after she 
was found face-down in a bathtub 
in her home, creating an eerie echo 
of the death of her mother, singer 
Whitney Houston.

Others in arts and entertainment 
who died this year include: actors 

Christopher Lee, Maureen O’Ha-
ra, Dick Van Patten, Yvonne Craig 
and Martin Milner; musicians B.B. 
King, Demis Roussos, Allen Tous-
saint, Lynn Anderson, Ben E. King 
and James Horner; filmmakers Wes 
Craven and Eldar Ryazanov; writers 
Terry Pratchett, Gamal el-Ghitani 
and Guenter Grass; cartoonist Tom 
Moore and ballerina Maya Plisets-
kaya.

Here is a roll call of some of the 
people who died in 2015. (Cause of 
death cited for younger people, if 
available.)

JANUARY:
Mario Cuomo, 82. Son of Italian 

immigrants who became an elo-
quent spokesman for a generation of 
liberal Democrats during his three 
terms as governor of New York. Jan. 
1.

Little Jimmy Dickens, 94. A 
diminutive singer-songwriter 
known as the oldest cast member of 
the Grand Ole Opry. Jan. 2.

Edward W. Brooke, 95. Former 
U.S. senator from Massachusetts 
who, as a liberal Republican, be-
came the first black in U.S. history 
to win popular election to the Sen-

ate. Jan. 3.
Anita Ekberg, 83. Swedish-born 

actress and sex-symbol of the 1950s 
and ‘60s who was immortalized 
bathing in the Trevi fountain in “La 
Dolce Vita.” Jan. 11.

Melvin Gordon, 95. Longtime 
Tootsie Roll Industries Inc. chair-
man and CEO, who helped turn the 
enduring popularity of the humble 
Tootsie Roll into a candy empire. 
Jan. 20.

Ernie Banks, 83. Hall of Fame 
slugger and two-time MVP who nev-
er lost his boundless enthusiasm for 
baseball despite years of playing on 
losing Chicago Cubs teams. Jan. 23.

Stig Bergling, 77. Former Swed-
ish security officer who sold secrets 
to the Soviet Union during the Cold 
War and brazenly escaped while 
serving a life sentence for espionage. 
Jan. 24.

Otto Carius, 92. World War II 
German panzer ace credited with 
destroying more than 150 enemy 
tanks, mostly on the Eastern Front. 
Jan. 24.

FEBRUARY:
Niki Quasney, 38. Terminally ill 

woman whose desire to have her 

same-sex marriage recognized by 
Indiana before she died helped gal-
vanize efforts to overturn the state’s 
gay marriage ban. Feb. 5. Cancer.

Dean Smith, 83. Coaching inno-
vator who won two national cham-
pionships at North Carolina, an 
Olympic gold medal in 1976 and 
induction into basketball’s Hall of 
Fame more than a decade before he 
left the bench. Feb. 7.

Nik Abdul Aziz Nik Mat, 84. Re-
vered Islamic spiritual leader who 
helped bolster unity in Malaysia’s 
opposition bloc and was a key advo-
cate of Islamic law. Feb. 12.

Michele Ferrero, 89. World’s 
richest candy maker whose Nute-
lla chocolate and hazlenut spread 
helped raise generations of Europe-
ans and defined Italian sweets. Feb. 
14.

Leonard Nimoy, 83. Actor loved 
by generations of “Star Trek” fans as 
Mr. Spock, the pointy-eared, purely 
logical science officer. Feb. 27.

Boris Nemtsov, 55. Charismatic 
Russian opposition leader, former 
deputy prime minister and a sharp 
critic of President Vladimir Putin. 

See GOODBYE, Page 5
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Dave Meowthews
Meet our latest rock star, Dave Meowthews. This stunning 
American Bobtail has the most silky, shiny coat, and amazing 
deep orange eyes. He’s around 1 year old, and was brought in 
because he was having trouble living with the family dog. But 
he’s such a sweet and affectionate boy, great with kids and oth-
er cats too! Dave Meowthews is a little gem with star quality 
- come by and meet him today!  

Gyro
What’s up? I’m Gyro, and I’m almost a year old. Yep, you can 
say I’m a Christmas baby. What a terrific gift for me if I can 
find a forever family. Are you up for a happy-go-lucky, ready 
to romp boy? They say I’m a pit bull terrier. There is defi-
nitely a mix, since I don’t look like a pit bull. I know some 
commands. I love squeaky toys. I love rope toys. I just love to 
play. Oh....and I love tummy rubs. I love tummy rubs, while 
I’m chewing on a squeaky toys. Let’s meet. Let’s play. I will be 
here waiting. 

Put a Paw print in your heart
and a best friend in your home

OPEN
   Tuesday - Friday
         11am - 6 pm
   Saturday
         10 am - 5 pm 

LOCATION
   4140 Valley View Ln.
   Irving, TX 75038
   972-721-7788
   www.DFWHumane.com

ADOPT a new family member today! DONATE if you can not adopt!
Rambler

Subscribe 
to the  

972-870-1992

Salvation
Continued from Page 1

The money collected at the lun-
cheon is gone as soon as is it collect-
ed; the mission of the event allocates 
the funds where they are due and to 
a great extent the funds serve chil-
dren.

“The Christmas Angel Tree pro-
gram has 4,049 kids that are being 
helped out at the Irving center alone 
this year,” Carr said. “Without the 
luncheon, it would be very difficult 
to do even a fraction of the help we 
offer, because all of these things cost 
money. This lunch is one of those 
ways we can generate those dollars.” 

The fundraiser is itself a coming 
together for members in the com-
munity who partake in philanthropy 
for the sake of a better Irving.

“If you missed it this year, then 
there’s an opportunity to come again 
next year. Watch for the Salvation 
Army Irving’s annual lunch in the 
papers and in the news. We’d love to 
have you here,” Major Carr said. 

A plus side to the event is that 
“the auction and the silent auction 
are really good chances to come do 
your Christmas shopping. The live 
auction always has great things, so I 

would love people to come and sup-
port the Salvation Army,” Carr said.

The organization is more than 
just a place of resources as it truly 
leaves a mark on people’s lives. 

“The Salvation Army is an organi-
zation that reaches many different 
areas of a person’s life,” said Captain 
Shelley Hood. “With their help, we 
can deepen that opportunity. We 
can have a further reach not only 
into the community but also into 
each person’s life with the larger 
part of resources that we gain.”

Feb. 28. Fatally shot near the Krem-
lin.

MARCH:
Minnie Minoso, 90. He hit a two-

run home run in his first at-bat 
when he became major league base-
ball’s first black player in Chicago in 
1951. March 1.

Beverly Hall, 68. Former Atlan-
ta Public Schools superintendent 
charged in what prosecutors called 
a broad conspiracy to cheat on state 
exams. March 2. Complications 
from breast cancer.

Dean Hess, 97. Retired Air Force 
colonel who helped rescue hundreds 
of orphans in the Korean War and 
whose exploits prompted a Holly-
wood film starring Rock Hudson. 
March 2.

Jim Molyneaux, 94. Soft-spoken, 
cautious politician who led the Ul-
ster Unionist Party through some of 
Northern Ireland’s bloodiest years 
and early efforts at peacemaking. 
March 9.

Claude Sitton, 89. Journalist who 
set the pace for reporters covering 
the civil rights movement in the 
South in the 1950s and ‘60s and 
later won a Pulitzer Prize for distin-
guished commentary. March 10.

Rev. Willie Barrow, 90. Frontline 
civil rights fighter for decades and 
a mentor to younger generations of 
activists. March 12.

Chuck Bednarik, 89. Pro Football 
Hall of Famer and one of the last 
great two-way NFL players. March 
21.

Gary Ross Dahl, 78. Creator of 
the wildly popular 1970s fad the Pet 
Rock. March 23. Chronic obstruc-
tive pulmonary disease.

APRIL:
Cynthia Lennon, 75. First wife 

of the late Beatles singer-sonwrit-
er-guitarist John Lennon. April 1. 
Cancer

John Paul Hammerschmidt, 92. 
Longtime Arkansas congressman 
who defeated Bill Clinton in the for-
mer president’s first race for politi-
cal office. April 1.

Mary Doyle Keefe, 92. The model 
for Norman Rockwell’s 1943 Rosie 
the Riveter painting that symbolized 
the millions of American women 
who went to work on the home front 
during World War II. April 21.

Don M. Mankiewicz, 93. Os-
car-nominated screenwriter from 

a legendary Hollywood family who 
created the television shows “Mar-
cus Welby, M.D.” and “Ironside.” 
April 25.

Jack Ely, 71. Singer known for 
“Louie Louie,” the low-budget re-
cording that became one the most 
famous songs of the 20th century. 
April 28.

Ben E. King, 76. Unforgettable 
lead singer for the Drifters and solo 
star whose plaintive baritone graced 
such pop and rhythm ‘n blues clas-
sics as “Stand by Me,” ‘’There Goes 
My Baby” and “Spanish Harlem.” 
April 30.

MAY:
Grace Lee Whitney, 85. She 

played Captain Kirk’s assistant on 
the original “Star Trek” series. May 
1.

Jim Gaines, 48. An Associat-
ed Press video software architect 
known for his dedication to techno-
logical innovation. May 12. Killed in 
train derailment.

B.B. King, 89. His scorching gui-
tar licks and heartfelt vocals made 
him the idol of generations of musi-
cians and fans while earning him the 
nickname King of the Blues. May 14.

Bob Belden, 58. Grammy-win-
ning jazz musician, composer, ar-
ranger and producer who was the 
first American musician to perform 
in Iran since its 1979 revolution 
when he toured there in February. 
May 20. Heart attack.

Marques Haynes, 89. Legendary 
Harlem Globetrotters showman 
often called the greatest dribbler in 
basketball history. May 22.

John Forbes Nash Jr., 86. Math-
ematical genius whose struggle with 
schizophrenia was chronicled in the 
2001 movie “A Beautiful Mind.” 
May 23. Killed along with his wife, 
Alicia Nash, in a car crash.

Anne Meara, 85. Actress and co-
median whose comic work with 
husband Jerry Stiller helped launch 
a 60-year career in film and TV. May 
23.

Hugh Ambrose, 48. He wrote the 
World War II history “The Pacific” 
after years of researching for his 
father, the renowned historian Ste-
phen Ambrose. May 23. Cancer.

Paula Cooper, 45. Indiana woman 
who was once the nation’s youngest 
person on death row but whose sen-

tence was eventually commuted to a 
prison term. May 26. Apparent sui-
cide after she was released.

JUNE:
Jean Ritchie, 92. Kentucky-born 

folksinger who brought the centu-
ries-old ballads she grew up with to 
a wide audience from the 1950s on-
ward. June 1.

Irwin Rose, 88. Biochemist who 
shared the 2004 Nobel Prize in 
chemistry for discovering a way that 
cells destroy unwanted proteins, 
which was the basis for developing 
new therapies for diseases such as 
cervical cancer and cystic fibrosis. 
June 2.

Vincent Bugliosi, 80. Prosecutor 
who parlayed his handling of the 
Charles Manson trial into a career 
as a bestselling author. June 6.

Christopher Lee, 93. Actor who 
brought dramatic gravitas and aris-
tocratic bearing to screen villains 
from Dracula to the wicked wizard 
Saruman in “The Lord of the Rings” 
trilogy. June 7.

Vincent Musetto, 74. Veteran 
newspaperman who wrote one of 
the industry’s most famous head-
lines: “Headless Body in Topless 
Bar.” June 9.

Virgil Runnels, 69. Former pro-
fessional wrestler known by his fans 
as Dusty Rhodes. June 11.

Dick Van Patten, 86. Genial, 
round-faced comic actor who pre-
miered on Broadway as a child, 
starred on television in its infancy 
and then, in middle age, found last-
ing fame as the patriarch on TV’s 
“Eight is Enough.” June 23. Compli-
cations from diabetes.

Patrick Macnee, 93. British-born 
actor best known as dapper secret 
agent John Steed in the long-run-
ning 1960s TV series “The Aveng-
ers.” June 25.

JULY:
Nicholas Winton, 106. Humani-

tarian who almost single-handedly 
saved more than 650 Jewish chil-
dren from the Holocaust, earning 
himself the label “Britain’s Schin-
dler.” July 1.

Boyd K. Packer, 90. Mormon 
leader who was president of the 
faith’s highest governing body. July 
3.

Satoru Iwata, 55. He led Japanese 

video game company Nintendo Co. 
through years of growth with its 
Pokemon and Super Mario fran-
chises. July 11. Bile duct tumor.

Tom Moore, 86. “Archie” car-
toonist who brought to life the esca-
pades of a freckled-face, red-haired 
character. July 20.

Ann Rule, 83. True-crime writ-
er who wrote more than 30 books, 
including a profile of her former 
co-worker, serial killer Ted Bundy. 
July 26.

Lynn Anderson, 67. Her strong 
voice carried her to the top of the 
charts with “(I Never Promised You 
a) Rose Garden.” July 30. Cardiac 
arrest.

AUGUST:
Forrest Bird, 94. Inventor whose 

medical respirators breathed life 
back into millions of patients around 
the world. Aug. 2.

Les Munro, 96. New Zealand-
er who was the last surviving pilot 
from the specialized World War II 
“Dambuster” mission targeting Ger-
man infrastructure. July 4.

Frederick R. “Fritz” Payne, 104. 
World War II fighter ace who left his 
mark on aviation and wartime his-
tory by shooting down six Japanese 
warplanes during the Battle of Gua-
dalcanal. Aug. 6.

Frank Gifford, 84. Pro Football 
Hall of Famer who led the New York 
Giants to a league championship 
in 1956 and later teamed up with 
Howard Cosell and Don Meredith in 
the “Monday Night Football” booth. 
Aug. 9.

Paul Royle, 101. Australian pi-
lot who took part in a mass break-
out from a German prisoner of war 
camp during World War II that is 
remembered as The Great Escape. 
Aug. 23.

Amelia Boynton Robinson, 104. 
Civil rights activist who helped lead 
the 1965 “Bloody Sunday” voting 
rights march and was the first black 
woman to run for Congress in Ala-
bama. Aug. 26.

Darryl Dawkins, 58. His 
board-shattering dunks earned him 
the moniker “Chocolate Thunder” 
and helped pave the way for break-
away rims. Aug. 27. Heart attack.

Wes Craven, 76. Prolific writ-
er-director who startled audiences 
with iconic suburban slashers like 
“Nightmare on Elm Street” and 
“Scream.” Aug. 30.

Oliver Sacks, 82. His books, in-
cluding “The Man Who Mistook 
His Wife For a Hat,” probed dis-
tant ranges of human experience by 
compassionately portraying people 
with severe and sometimes bizarre 
neurological conditions. Aug. 30.

Wayne W. Dyer, 75. He became 
the pied piper of the self-help move-
ment with the 1976 publication of 
his runaway best-seller, “Your Erro-
neous Zones: Step-By-Step Advice 
for Escaping the Trap of Negative 
Thinking and Taking Control of 
Your Life.” Aug. 30.

Dean Jones, 84. His boyish good 
looks and all-American manner 
made him Disney’s favorite young 
actor for such lighthearted films 

as “That Darn Cat!” and “The Love 
Bug.” Aug. 31. Parkinson’s disease.

SEPTEMBER:
Ben Kuroki, 98. He overcame the 

American military’s discriminatory 
policies to become the only Japa-
nese American to fly over Japan 
during World War II. Sept. 1.

Judy Carne, 76. A star of TV’s 
“Rowan & Martin’s Laugh-In,” she 
popularized the laugh line, “Sock 
it to Me,” on the hit comedy show. 
Sept. 3.

William Grier, 89. Psychiatrist 
who co-authored the groundbreak-
ing 1968 book, “Black Rage,” which 
offered the first psychological exam-
ination of black life in the United 
States. Sept. 3.

Martin Milner, 83. His whole-
some good looks helped make him 
the star of two hugely popular 1960s 
TV series, “Route 66” and “Adam-
12.” Sept. 6.

Dick “Dickie” Moore, 89. Sau-
cer-eyed child star of the 1930s who 
appeared in “Our Gang” comedies, 
gave Shirley Temple her first screen 
kiss and was featured in many major 
Hollywood productions. Sept. 7.

Moses Malone, 60. Three-time 
NBA MVP and one of basketball’s 
most ferocious rebounders. Sept. 13.

Sultan Esmail Kiram II, 76. Lead-
er of a sultanate in the southern 
Philippines that staged a 2013 in-
vasion of a bustling Malaysian state 
and sparked a deadly security crisis. 
Sept. 19. Kidney failure.

Yogi Berra, 90. Hall of Fame 
catcher renowned for his dizzying 
malapropisms and his record 10 
World Series championships with 
the New York Yankees. Sept. 22.

Richard G. Scott, 86. Mormon 
leader who was a member of a 
church governing body called the 
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles 
since 1988. Sept. 22.

Richard Rainwater, 71. Son of a 
North Texas grocer who went on to 
amass a fortune as an investment 
manager before becoming a billion-
aire investor and philanthropist in 
his own right. Sept. 27.

OCTOBER:
Denis Healey, 98. Decorated 

World War II military hero, former 
British Treasury chief and a mem-
ber of the House of Lords. Oct. 3.

Henning Mankell, 67. Renowned 
Swedish crime writer whose books 
about the gloomy, soul-searching 
police inspector Kurt Wallander en-
ticed readers around the world. Oct. 
5.

Arpad Goncz, 93. He survived a 
communist-era life sentence to be-
come Hungary’s first democratically 
chosen president. Oct. 6.

Paul Prudhomme, 75. Cajun who 
popularized spicy Louisiana cuisine 
and became one of the first Amer-
ican restaurant chefs to achieve 
worldwide fame. Oct. 8.

Jerry Parr, 85. Secret Service 
agent credited with saving President 
Ronald Reagan’s life on the day he 
was shot outside a Washington ho-
tel. Oct. 9.

Goodbye
Continued from Page 4

See GOODBYE, Page 7
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All Nations Gideons 
International Club of DFW 

10 A.M. Saturday mornings 
2011 W. Irving Blvd. Irving, TX

Call 972-704-6572
American Legion Post #218

Heritage Park Building
215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Buttons & Bows Square 

& Round Dance Club 
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 

Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

Circle I - Square 
& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

God’s Helping Hands Club
2011 W. Irving Blvd. 

972-704-6572 or 
214-732-9263

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Hebrew Torah Scrolls Frame 
Sheets Club

2011 W. Irving Blvd. IRving TX 75061
972-704-6572

Saturdays at 10 AM 
Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
 Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Second Tuesday each month @ 7:30 P.M.

132 E. Second St. Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Los Lupes
In the Irving Mall 

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christain Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Berean Memorial Church

1000 E. 6th Street
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS
* It was beloved Russian author Leo 

Tolstoy who made the following sage ob-
servation: “Nothing can make our life, or the 
lives of other people, more beautiful than 
perpetual kindness.” 

* If you see a group of flamingoes togeth-
er in one place, it will be handy to know that 
the appropriate collective noun is a “flam-
boyance.” 

* You might be surprised to learn that feta 
cheese has been around for 6,000 years. 

* It may be the hottest part of summer 
in the Northern Hemisphere, and tempera-

tures in the United Arab Emirates may be reaching the triple digits 
Fahrenheit, but that’s no impediment to winter sports in Dubai, 
the UAE’s most populous city. Residents and visitors can take a 
break from the heat at Ski Dubia, an indoor ski resort featuring a 
290-foot mountain, sled and toboggan runs, climbing towers, an 
ice cave and even face-to-beak encounters with penguins.

* As the new school year kicks off in the United States, it might 
be interesting to renew a familiarity with a now-disused word: a 
“belter-werrits” is an annoying child.

* Many people know American counterculture figure Ken Kesey 
as the author of the 1962 novel “One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest,” 
which presents a disturbing portrait of life in a mental institution. 
It’s less well known, though, that Kesey got an inside view of the 
system when he worked as a janitor in a mental hospital before he 
became famous. 

* If you’re planning a sporting visit to Pennsylvania, be sure to 
note that dynamite-assisted fishing is illegal in that state. 

1. HISTORY: What country once was known by the Latin name of 
Caledonia?

2. ANIMAL ADJECTIVES: What is a group of dragons called?
3. ANATOMY: Where is the retina located?
4. TELEVISION: Who played the character Latka Gravas on “Taxi”?
5. U.S. PRESIDENTS: How old was Bill Clinton when he was inau-

gurated as president?
6. MYTHOLOGY: The Greek god Aeolus commanded domain 

over what area? 
7. GEOGRAPHY: The Catskill Mountains are located largely in 

which U.S. state?
8. FOOD & DRINK: What kind of plant does saffron come from?
9. MOVIES: Who directed the movie “The Lost Weekend”?
10. U.S. STATES: What is the only letter of the alphabet that does 

not appear in the name of any U.S. state?
Answers
1. Scotland
2. A weyr or flight
3. The eye
4. Andy Kaufman

5. 46
6. Ruler of the winds 
7. New York
8. Crocus flower
9. Billy Wilder
10. The letter “Q”
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UNITY CHURCH
Unity of Irving

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class

11:00 AM Service
& Children’s Church

Reverend Frank Pounders
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-5083

unitychurchofirving.com

Heart of Worship Baptist
2201 W. Shady Grove Rd.

www.howbc.org
Worship: 9 am

Sunday School:10:30 am
Pastor Mike Blalock

214-864-0635

BAPTIST

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third,  75060

972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Second and fourth Sundays

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ, Scientist
2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 75061

972-253-7202
www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-0476

access code 884879
For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

LUTHERAN
Good Shepherd

Lutheran Church
2620 West Grauwyler Rd.

Irving, TX 75061
972-790-2121

www.gslcirving.com
Advent Vespers Wed Evenings
December 2, 9 & 16. 7:00pm

Pastor Bradley T. Carroll

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Belt Line Road

Church of Christ
1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061

1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century
Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Wednesday Worship 7:30 p.m.

972-790-8606 
www.BeltLineChurch.com

Rev. Sara Hardaway, 

WORSHIP
WORSHIP ADS

To list your house of worship in 

the Rambler, please contact 

Laurie at  972-870-1992

 or 

Laurier@ramblernewspapers.net

By Matt Mungle    
Synopsis: Joy is the story of a fam-
ily across four generations and 
the woman who rises to become 
founder and matriarch of a pow-
erful family business dynasty. 
Review: Everyone seems to be on 
the biography drama bandwagon. 
Adapting real life stories into Hol-
lywood plot lines has pushed out 
any solidly crafted, inspirationally 
unique attempts at writing. Though 
the characters may be intriguing 
the movies do not always end up as 
such. Case in point, Joy. 

Joy Mangano’s (Jennifer Law-
rence) claim to fame and success 
was wrung out in a nifty household 
devise called the Miracle Mop. This 
struggling, single mother of two is 
drowning in a sea of family disfunc-
tion. Her father (Robert De Niro) 
and mother (Isabella Rossellini) 
are divorced and her ex-husband 
(Édgar Ramírez) is living in her 
basement. Her mother never leaves 
the bedroom, and her dad is always 
dropping by with needs of his own. 
The only constant in her life is her 
Grandmother Mimi (Diane Ladd) 
who repeatedly reminds her she is 
destined for greatness. 

This film may have been sabo-
taged by expectations. It is written 

MOVIE REVIEWS
Joy offers little to be happy about

and directed by David O. Russell 
who along with three members of 
this esteemed cast brought us 2012’s 
Silver Linings Playbook and 2013’s 
American Hustle. Plus it is releasing 
on Christmas Day in the height of 
award season. So obviously hordes 
expected this to be memorable and 
powerful. But sadly, it is forgettable 
and mediocre.

One main issue could be that even 
though Joy’s journey is remarkable 
and we love to cheer an underdog 
success story, there is simply not 
enough meat on the bone for a full 
length drama. And while there are 
some nice nuggets of intrigue they 
are lost in a myriad of family out-
bursts and repetitive dysfunction. 
The viewer ends up seeing the dev-
astating result of actions without ev-
ery getting the benefit of seeing how 
it developed. 

The plot rides a roller coaster of 
ups and downs as we witness Joy 
make smart decisions followed up 
by bad advice taking. The two steps 
forward and one step back dance 
eventually trips and face plants in a 
“how did we end up here” finale. The 
antagonist is her family and how 
they manipulate and misguide her. 
But the dialogue between them all is 
choppy and lacks the flow of a well 

crafted drama. This takes away from 
many of the more impactful scenes. 

Bradley Cooper makes an appear-
ance as Neil Walker the head of a 
new TV station that America soon 
knew of as The Home Shopping 
Network. Neil gives Joy the break 
she needs, but unfortunately, even 
this doesn’t help her overcome her 
horrible business practices. It may 
have been a better movie if it dealt 
strictly with the mop side of the sto-
ry and less with the family drama. Or 
make it about a young entrepreneur 
dealing with the ugly side of success. 
Regardless there is too much going 
on for nothing to really transpire. So 
we end up with a ho-hum film that 
could easily show up on Lifetime or 
the Hallmark Channel. 

Joy is rated PG-13 for brief strong 
language. In a nutshell, De Niro’s 
character drops the F bomb once. 
Other than that this could easily run 
on prime-time family channels with 
little or no editing needed. In fact, 
that is where I suggest watching it. 
And that is a sad statement consid-
ering who all is involved in this film. 
I admire them all and wanted so 
much more. 

I give it 2 out of 5 shards of broken 
glass. Best to throw out the script 
and mop up the rest as best you can. 

Richard Heck, 84. American No-
bel laureate for chemistry who de-
signed a method of building com-
plex molecules that has helped fight 
cancer, protect crops and make elec-
tronic devices. Oct. 10.

Sybil Bailey Stockdale, 90. Navy 
wife who fought to end the torture 
of U.S. prisoners of war in Vietnam. 
Oct. 10.

Joan Leslie, 90. Her expressive 
almond eyes and innocent beauty 
made her one of the most popular 
film ingénues of the 1930s and 40s. 
Oct. 12.

Flip Saunders, 60. He rose from 
the backwaters of basketball’s minor 
leagues to become one of the most 
powerful men in the NBA as coach, 
team president and part owner of 
the Minnesota Timberwolves. Oct. 
25. Cancer.

Al Molinaro, 96. Lovable charac-
ter actor with the hangdog face who 
was known to millions of TV viewers 
for playing Murray the cop on “The 
Odd Couple” and malt shop own-
er Al Delvecchio on “Happy Days.” 
Oct. 30.

Thomas Toivi Blatt, 88. He was 
among a small number of Jews to 
survive a mass escape from the Nazi 
death camp of Sobibor in 1943 and 
who decades later served as a prom-
inent witness at the trial of an al-
leged camp guard. Oct. 31.

NOVEMBER:
Guenter Schabowski, 86. Senior 

East German official whose cryptic 
announcement that the communist 
country was opening its fortified 
border precipitated the fall of the 
Berlin Wall in 1989. Nov. 1.

Fred Thompson, 73. Former U.S. 
senator was a folksy Tennessee law-
yer whose career led him from pol-
itics to Hollywood and back again. 
Nov. 1.

Ahmad Chalabi, 71. Prominent 
Iraqi politician who helped convince 
the Bush administration to launch 
the 2003 invasion to overthrow 

Saddam Hussein by providing false 
evidence of weapons of mass de-
struction. Nov. 3. Heart attack.

Howard Coble, 84. His penchant 
for old-time politicking, humor and 
courtesy helped him become the 
longest-serving Republican U.S. 
House member in North Carolina 
history. Nov. 3.

George Barris, 89. Legendary cus-
tom car builder who created televi-
sion’s original Batmobile and helped 
define California’s car culture with 
colorfully designed vehicles rang-
ing from the beautiful to the outra-
geous. Nov. 5.

Gunnar Hansen, 68. He played 
the iconic villain Leatherface in the 
original “Texas Chain Saw Massa-
cre” film. Nov. 7. Pancreatic cancer.

Michael C. Gross, 70. Artist, illus-
trator, film producer and personal 
designer who created iconic pop cul-
ture images, including the “Ghost-
busters” logo. Nov. 16.

Milton Pitts Crenchaw, 96. Flight 
instructor who trained the Tuskegee 
Airmen, the first African-Americans 
to fly combat airplanes in World 
War II. Nov. 17.

Kim Young-sam, 87. Former 
South Korean president who for-
mally ended decades of military rule 
in South Korea and accepted a mas-
sive international bailout during the 
1997-1998 Asian financial crisis. 
Nov. 22.

Adele Morales Mailer, 90. Actress 
and artist who studied under Lee 
Strasberg and Hans Hoffman, but 
found unwanted fame as the stab-
bing victim of her then-husband 
Norman Mailer. Nov. 22. Pneumo-
nia.

Eldar Ryazanov, 88. Filmmaker 
who satirized and romanticized the 
life of ordinary Russians in his im-
mensely popular comedies for al-
most six decades. Nov. 30.

Marcus Klingberg, 97. Israeli sci-
entist jailed for passing information 
on biological warfare to the Soviet 

Union. Nov. 30.
DECEMBER:
Sandy Berger, 70. Former nation-

al security adviser who helped craft 
President Bill Clinton’s foreign poli-
cy and got in trouble over destroying 
classified documents. Dec. 2.

Scott Weiland, 48. The former 
frontman for Stone Temple Pilots 
and Velvet Revolver. Dec. 3.

Robert Loggia, 85. He was an ac-
tor known for gravelly voiced gang-
sters from “Scarface” to “The Sopra-
nos” but who was most endearing as 
Tom Hanks’ kid-at-heart toy-com-
pany boss in “Big.” Dec. 4

Chuck Williams, 100. He founded 
the Williams-Sonoma empire and 
ushered in an era of aspirational cu-
linary retailing. Dec. 5

Bonnie Lou, 91. A pioneering 
country music artist and rock ‘n’ roll 
singer and who later became a TV 
host. Dec. 8.

Douglas Tompkins, 72. The U.S. 
co-founder of The North Face and 
Esprit clothing companies. Dec. 8. 
Severe hypothermia in a kayaking 
accident.

A $5,000 reward is being offered 
by The Universal Ethician Church 
for information leading to the ar-
rest, conviction of and restitution 
by person or persons responsible 
for the theft of 360 rare native Tex-
as Nodding Ladies Tresses Orchids 
from the church owned botanical 
preserve known as God’s Garden 
Parkway.

 The church owned parkway leads 
from The Chapel of the Nativity to 
The Wounded Warrior Veteran’s 
Cemetery at Waterwood in San 

Jacinto County, Texas. The stolen 
plants were growing along 2.2 miles 
of parkway frontage and were in full 
bloom when dug up and stolen.

The church has been a repeated 
victim of criminal trespass, crimi-
nal vandalism, and multiple thefts 
that usually originate from known 
persons who consider the 130 na-
tive species growing on the church’s 
botanical preserves to be weeds in-
cluding the blooming orchids.

On Nov. 30, 2015 Bishop George 

Rare orchids stolen 
from God’s Garden 
Parkway, reward

See REWARD, Page 8

Goodbye
Continued from Page 5

We will be closed New Years Day
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WE CAN REBUILD IT.

• Experienced estimators
• Fast & accurate quotes
• Competitive rates

Accidents happen. At BW Collision Repair, 
we’ll have your car back on the road quickly with 
our fast turnarounds and economical rates. 

208 Mavis Rd. | Irving, TX
972-438-6766 | www.bwcollision.com

“Serving the Irving 
community for over 
20 years.”

WASHINGTON -- The 33rd an-
nual assessment of hunger and 
homelessness, conducted by The 
U.S. Conference of Mayors and re-
leased Dec. 22 in Washington, D.C., 
shows low wages leads the list of 
causes of hunger citied by officials 
in the cities surveyed, and lack of af-
fordable housing is seen as the chief 
cause of homelessness for both fam-
ilies with children and unaccompa-
nied individuals. 

“This report reflects what we al-
ready know to be true,” said Mayor 
Schneider. “Cities and their partner-
ing agencies, along with local char-
ities and volunteers, have worked 
extraordinarily well together to re-
spond to the needs of those who are 
hungry and homeless. Yet, despite 
their efforts, these challenges per-
sist in an economy that, while on the 
mend, is still lagging.

“Our federal policies must re-
spond to the growing pressure that 
the national economy has placed on 
many localities.”

“Without question, the nation’s 
economy is in recovery,” said USCM 
CEO and Executive Director Co-
chran. “However, the slow pace 
of the recovery has put additional 
stress on cities and made it much 
more difficult to respond to the 
growing needs of hungry and home-
less Americans.”  

Outlook –
Sixty-five percent of the survey 

Increased demand in 
emergency services

Russell observed a Waterwood Im-
provement Association Commit-
tee Member decorating the church 
owned signs on the parkway. When 
he stopped to speak to the woman 
and her companion, she began a 
tirade about how ugly the parkway 
was due to the “weeds” that needed 
to be mowed down to make it “neat 
and pretty.”

When Bishop Russell explained 
that mowing could not be accom-
plished until the 360 blooming or-
chids had gone to seed she practi-
cally demanded that they be “dug up 
and moved” so that mowing could 
occur immediately.

Bishop Russell explained that 
these particular orchids were per-
haps a variety not yet thoroughly 
studied by scientists, and that they 
were the latest blooming orchids 
that had been seen by Joe Liggio, 
author of the book, “Wild Orchids 
of Texas” when he came to see the 
same plants in bloom as late as Jan-
uary two years before.

Nothing was thought of the wom-
an’s insistence that the orchids be 
dug up and moved as no one had 
ever made such a foolish demand 
in years past, especially since it had 
been carefully explained that dig-
ging them up would destroy them 
as they cannot be successfully trans-
planted except by experts.

On Friday Dec. 11, a Native Prai-
ries Association botanist inspected 
the blooming orchids and they were 
all present and in perfect health. 
That evening two suspicious vehi-
cles were seen parked beside the 
parkway in the dusk, but it was 
thought that they were just local res-
idents stopping to chat.

As the church members only in-
spect and inventory the blooming 
orchids every few days, the next 
inspection did not occur until the 
morning of Wednesday, Dec. 16, 
when it was discovered that the or-
chids had been dug up and stolen.

Inspection of the holes in the 
ground revealed that the holes had 
received rain which occurred Dec. 
12 - 13. Therefore, the evidence on 
the ground showed that the orchids 
had probably been dug up and sto-
len the evening and night of Dec. 11.

It would have taken a single indi-
vidual perhaps 4 hours to walk along 
and inspect for the bright white 
blooms by flashlight or automobile 
headlights along the 2.2 miles of 
parkway. Therefore it appears that 
a team was formed between Nov. 
30 and Dec. 11 to quickly dig up and 
remove 360 orchids in a shorter pe-
riod of time.

Waterwood Security patrols the 
sub-division where the parkway is 
located 24 hours a day, but agents 
have periodically been warned by 
the HOA to not report any criminal 
activity that they might observe on 
church property. 

It is highly likely that at least one 
of the residents of the subdivision 
who access their homes via the 
parkway observed the thefts taking 
place. It is hoped that by offering 
a $5,000 reward for information 
leading to the arrest of the person 
or persons responsible, a witness or 
witnesses will come forward.

The only variety of Nodding La-
dies Tresses Orchids that are sold on 
the open market cost $18 each and 
thus 360 would cost $6,480 plus 

the cost of planting and maintaining 
them. It would be expected that only 
around one in four would survive 
to the point of being self-sustain-
ing making the cost of an adequate 
number of orchids be $25,920.

However the replacement orchids 
would be a common nursery grown 
variety and not the localized native 
variety that might be virtually im-
possible to propagate.

Thus, the actual loss to the church 
and to science would be very diffi-
cult to estimate but certainly in ex-
cess of $100,000, if the same local 
native variety could ever be success-
fully propagated.

The Waterwood Improvement 
Association Committee Member 
who was so obsessed with digging 
up and moving the orchids, told a 
former WIA Board Member that the 
flowers were not orchids at all but 
“weeds” at a WIA Board Meeting on 
Dec. 21.

Obviously this person is the chief 
suspect and since she is the only 
person to ever suggest or insist on 

digging up the orchids, so the park-
way could be made to resemble a 
golf course. Even if she didn’t dig the 
plants up herself, she would have 
been spouting off to other wild flow-
er haters on the HOA Board about 
her desire to dig up and “move” the 

rare plants.
Anyone having any knowledge of 

the apparent “organized theft” of the 
360 orchids on or about the evening 
of Dec. 11, should call Bishop Russell 
at 936-581-4302.

SOUCE Ethician News Network

Reward
Continued from Page 7

cities expect requests for emer-
gency food assistance to increase 
moderately over the next year. The 
remaining cities expect requests 
to continue about the same level. 
None of the cities expect a decrease 
in requests. Regarding resources to 
provide emergency food assistance, 
fifty-nine percent of the cities expect 
that resources will remain the same 
over the next year.

Officials in 50 percent of the cit-
ies expect the number of homeless 
families to increase moderately next 
year. Regarding resources to help 
the homeless, officials in 60 percent 
of the cities believe resources will 
stay at about the same level over the 
next year.

“As the national economy has 
changed, the face of hunger and 
homelessness has changed. Our 
findings show more and more peo-
ple with jobs still needing emer-
gency food assistance,” Schneider 
said. “Mayors in cities across the 
country are doing all they can to 
provide resources for those in need, 
but until our economy improves for 
all Americans, programs to combat 
poverty, hunger, and homelessness 
will become critical essentials for 
more and more people. We clearly 
need a broader policy response from 
Congress and our federal elected of-
ficials to address these issues.”

SOURCE The U.S. Conference of Mayors


