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Decked out in flashy dance attire, young dancers from Forcher’s Dance Center wave to friends and neighbors from their float during 
the annual Holiday Extravaganza parade. / Photo by John Starkey 

Parade ignites the spirit of the holidays

Blue Christmas helps 
provide 1,000 toys 

IPD encourages 
dialogue

Irving celebrates 
with Tree Lighting

See TOYS, Page 7

By Courtney Ouellette
A guest appearance by Santa, 

games and the smell of chili filled 
Heritage Park during the 7th annu-
al Blue Christmas Chili Cook-off 
hosted by the Irving Police and Fire 
Departments on Saturday, Dec. 5. 
Hoping to make Christmas special 
for 1,000 children in Irving, the 
cook-off is an essential tool for rais-
ing money and collecting toys for 
the Blue Christmas toy drive. 

What started out as a small effort 
by the police department has since 
grown into a partnership with the 
fire department and a nonprofit sta-
tus.

“We started Blue Christmas in 
1979,” said Becky Fann, a retired 
police officer. Fann, who worked 

patrol, is responsible for starting the 
organization. 

As Blue Christmas grew, the 
roomier accommodations available 
at the fire department’s stations 
were perfect for organizing the toys 
before sending them to youngsters 
who might otherwise not have a very 
merry Christmas. 

“We started out at Station 2, 
worked there many, many years and 
outgrew it. So then we went to the 
newer station which is Station 6, 
and we were there until we outgrew 
it. We now have the Irving Police 

Association that has let us use their 
building for our toy drive. Firemen, 
policemen, fire trucks, ambulances, 
police cars are all involved too. We 
have 1,000 kids this year that we’re 
taking care of. It takes the fire de-
partment and the police department 
to get it done,” Fann said, crediting 
Irving Fire Captain Roger Hoglefor 
co-heading the effort. 

“We’ve got concessions like Dr 
Pepper, popcorn and stuff. All of this 
is our people, and for what they buy, 
the cake walk, everything goes to-

By Fredy Gonzalez
Families filled Downtown Heri-

tage District for the annual Holiday 
Extravaganza on Dec. 5. This year 
manifested one of the longest pa-
rades in the history of Irving offer-
ing spectators a variety of 70 holiday 
themed floats. 

“The parade is a chance for fami-
lies of all ages to come together and 
celebrate something of common in-
terest,” Jasmine Lee, Assistant Di-
rector of Parks and Recreation said. 
“We get churches, youth groups, 
families, and private youth groups 
that decorate the family car and 

By Adam Stephens
People gathered to celebrate the 

start of the Christmas season at the 
annual Tree Lighting Ceremony at 
Irving City Hall on Dec. 5. Setting 
a festive tone for the holidays, the 
event included performances by lo-
cal children’s groups and a fireworks 
display immediately after the tree 
was lit.

The Tree Lighting Ceremony was 
part of the annual Holiday Extrava-
ganza, a day when families celebrate 
the beginning of the holiday sea-
son. This included the all-day Blue 
Christmas Chili Cook-Off at Heri-
tage Park where visitors sampled 
various chili dishes and participated 
in a silent auction that benefited the 
Blue Christmas Toy Drive for low in-
come families. The annual Holiday 
Parade was held in the afternoon; 
after that, spectators met at City 
Hall for the tree lighting event. 

“The energy is very high [for the 
Christmas Extravaganza],” Supervi-
sor of Special Events for Parks and 

By Nick Kammerer
Citizens often contact the police 

to respond to criminal incidents and 
emergency situations. During these 
calls-for-service, those involved are 
usually preoccupied and emotional-
ly distressed. 

On Saturday, Dec. 5, Irving police 
officers arrived at Starbucks Coffee 
on MacArthur Blvd for a complete-
ly different reason: to enjoy a cup 
of coffee and conversation with the 
citizens of Irving. 

Saturday’s ‘Coffee with a Cop’ 
event, an ongoing community polic-
ing program, strives to formulate a 
positive relationship between police 
officers and the citizens they protect 
while in a relaxed, informal atmo-
sphere. 

“This is an opportunity for us to 
meet with the public in a setting 
where there is not a problem that’s 
going on or where tensions are 
high,” Irving Police Captain Darren 
Steele said. “Usually, when we talk 
to people on calls, they’ve either had 
a crime committed against them, 
or they’re not happy; so conversa-
tions aren’t quite as friendly or fun 
to have. 

“Since we started at 9 o’clock, 
we’ve been talking to people the 
whole time. This is a good turnout. 
[Citizens] want to know what the 
crime is like around here, what are 
the issues that they need to look out 
for and what areas are safe and not 
safe,” he said.

Although Saturday’s event pro-
vided an opportunity for citizens to 
voice their concerns and ask ques-
tions, many of those in attendance 
arrived solely to show their support 
and thank the officers for their ser-
vice. Some Irving residents wore 
“Police Lives Matter” t-shirts and 
other supportive apparel. 

“A lot of people come out just to 
say, ‘Hi,’” Steele said. “They see the 
Coffee with a Cop flyer on social me-
dia, and they come out here to meet 
with us and see who the officers are 
that work in their area. The majority 
of [citizens] don’t have any issues or 
questions. They just come out here 
to visit with us, and the few that do 
may have a specific question about 
an issue with a neighbor or about an 
offense that occurred.

“It’s a win-win for the officers and 

come out. I think it’s something for 
all ages.” 

Whether families got together 
around cuisine, raffles, kids games, 
or listening to live music, the Down-
town Irving Heritage District offered 
a number of activities for people. 
Shops were open late giving people 
a chance to see what local business-
es have to offer.

As kids watched along the sides 
and marveled at some of their favor-
ite characters and floats, candy was 
tossed to the crowds where no age 
limited themselves to picking it up. 

Recreation Jacqueline Madden said. 
“It’s a very good feeling, because the 
community is coming together. Al-
though it’s big, it seems like a very 
intimate gathering of our communi-
ty. Everyone is pausing to celebrate 
something good. We block out any-
thing negative that’s going on in the 
world and just take a moment to cel-
ebrate all the things we’re grateful 
for: friends, family.”

The theme for this year’s Holiday 
Extravaganza was “The 12 Days of 
Christmas.” The show before the 
lighting ceremony featured a full-
scale musical by Dana’s Dance Acad-
emy; children performed twelve 
dances representing the twelve gifts 
mentioned in the song. The show 
ended with an abridged version of 
the original song during the curtain 
call. At the end of the event, the tree 
was lit, and fireworks were launched 
into the night. Santa made a special 
appearance during the fireworks 
show. 
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Parade
Continued from Page 1

BW Collision Repair, Inc.
208 Mavis l Irving TX

972-438-6766 l www.bwcollision.com

The parade brought the child out in 
everyone. Floats represented local 
restaurants, soccer clubs, societies 
of Irving, Irving political figures, 
and a miscellaneous category which 
provided immense joy amongst the 
children.

But experiencing the event is 
worth more than all its sights.

“I think it was great seeing the 
community get together as it’s 
something I don’t see often,” Special 
Events Coordinator Joseph Moses 
said. “Families coming together is 
something missing nowadays and 
this benefits the community because 
it creates a unity 

“For me, I think it represents 
tradition. The Christmas parade is 
something that we’ve been doing for 
years. You have parents come out, 
and they’re bringing their kids and 
you have grandkids come out, so 
you have 2-3 generations come out 
observing the parade. It’s something 
Irving families really look forward 
to, and it just sets off the holiday 
season”

The excitement for the events 
transposes onto those who partook 
in the floats such as Jasmine Lee.

“My favorite part about planning 
events here is seeing how the com-

munity responds,” Lee said. “We 
come out, and see kids smiling, 
laughing, and enjoying the candy, 
and pointing at the floats; then we 
see adults sitting there with their 
grandchildren doing something to-
gether in an activity. The best part of 
the job is seeing how it impacts the 
community.”

“It’s so great when you see the 
smaller kids and they see Santa 
Claus,” Moses said. “It just lights up 
their faces. It’s really great to be in 
a position to provide these opportu-
nities and services for the citizens.”

These kinds of events make “Ir-
ving a great place to live,” Moses 
said. “These types of events real-
ly make people decide where they 
want to move to because of the qual-
ity activities Irving puts on.” 

The parade route ended at City 
Hall where some of those who par-
ticipated in the parade performed 
on the stage during the finale. The 
parade, the stage performances, the 
food, the games, everything about 
the parade worked to build up to the 
lighting of the tree and a fireworks 
show. 

The winners of the 2015 Holiday 
Extravaganza 12 Days of Christmas 
Parade floats are as follows:

Best Commercial Entry: Medical 
Surgical Clinic of Irving

Best Costume Entry: John Canne-
dy

Best Vehicle Entry: Miracle 
League Ymca

Best Marching & Walking Unit 
Entry: Xplosive Cheer & Dance 
Team 

Best Non-Commercial Entry: The 
Avengers U6

Best of Show: Youth For Human 
Right Church Of Scientology.
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All Nations Gideons 
International Club of DFW 

10 A.M. Saturday mornings 
2011 W. Irving Blvd. Irving, TX

Call 972-704-6572
American Legion Post #218

Heritage Park Building
215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Buttons & Bows Square 

& Round Dance Club 
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 

Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

Circle I - Square 
& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

God’s Helping Hands Club
2011 W. Irving Blvd. 

972-704-6572 or 
214-732-9263

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Hebrew Torah Scrolls Frame 
Sheets Club

2011 W. Irving Blvd. IRving TX 75061
972-704-6572

Saturdays at 10 AM 
Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
 Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Second Tuesday each month @ 7:30 P.M.

132 E. Second St. Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Los Lupes
In the Irving Mall 

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christain Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Berean Memorial Church

1000 E. 6th Street
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS
* It was beloved American singer, song-

writer and musician Ray Charles who made 
the following sage observation: “Marriage is 
like college; as great as it is, it ain’t for every-
body.”

* Those who study such things say that 
when a llama is humming, that means it’s 
content.

* If you think life in the Big Apple is tough 
these days, consider this: In the 1930s, land-
lords evicted about 17,000 tenants every 
month. 

* It’s the little details that can make or 
break a plan. A pair of aspiring bank robbers 

in Daytona Beach, Florida, walked into a bank, pulled out guns, de-
manded that a teller hand over the loot, and even made it out of 
the building. The problem came when they got in their getaway 
car; the engine sputtered and died almost immediately. It seems 
someone had forgotten to fill up the gas tank.

* The gray squirrel isn’t always gray; these arboreal rodents also 
come in both black and white varieties.  

* Sharks have been known to attack boats before, but they 
rarely, if ever, try for a second bite -- regardless of what Hollywood 
would have you believe. When a shark goes for a boat, it’s a case 
of mistaken identity: electrical impulses from the metal of a ship’s 
hull make the shark think that the boat is another animal (that is 
to say: dinner). 

* If you’re fond of fancy cocktails, you probably won’t be sur-
prised to learn that the words “mai tai” are actually Tahitian for “the 
very best.”

***

1. GEOGRAPHY: Which U.S. state is closest to Russia?
2. HISTORY: In what year did labor leader Jimmy Hoffa disap-

pear?
3. FOOD & DRINK: What relative of the banana is a staple food in 

tropical regions?
4. TIME: When is the next leap day?
5. MOVIES: What famous 1950s movie featured an unlikely 

couple named Charlie and Rose?
6. MUSIC: Who was the first artist to have a “greatest hits” album?
7. TELEVISION: Who starred as Simon Templar in “The Saint”?
8. SCIENCE: What is the most abundant gas in the air we breathe 

on Earth?
Answers
1. Alaska
2. 1975
3. The plantain
4. Feb. 29, 2016
5. “The African Queen” (Humphrey Bogart, Katharine Hepburn)
6. Johnny Mathis

7. Roger Moore
8. Nitrogen. The air is made up of about 

78 percent nitrogen, 21 percent oxy-
gen and 1 percent other gasses.

9. One who makes or repairs wagons
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UNITY CHURCH
Unity of Irving

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class

11:00 AM Service
& Children’s Church

Reverend Frank Pounders
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-5083

unitychurchofirving.com

Heart of Worship Baptist
2201 W. Shady Grove Rd.

www.howbc.org
Worship: 9 am

Sunday School:10:30 am
Pastor Mike Blalock

214-864-0635

BAPTIST

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third,  75060

972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Second and fourth Sundays

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ, Scientist
2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 75061

972-253-7202
www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-0476

access code 884879
For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

LUTHERAN
Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church

2620 West Grauwyler Rd.
Irving, TX 75061
972-790-2121

www.gslcirving.com
Advent Vespers Wed Evenings
December 2, 9 & 16. 7:00pm

Pastor Bradley T. Carroll

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Belt Line Road

Church of Christ
1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061

1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century
Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Wednesday Worship 7:30 p.m.

972-790-8606 
www.BeltLineChurch.com

Rev. Sara Hardaway, 

WORSHIP ADS
To list your house of worship in 

the Rambler, please contact 

Laurie at  972-870-1992

 or 

Laurier@ramblernewspapers.net

The Christmas Story Part 1
The following images are from various 
bibles dated from 1830 to 1870. 
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Bird Count and Tour at Coppell 
Nature Park
December 12, 8 am to 12 pm
North Lake College’s Chuck Siegel will 
conduct an early morning bird count of CNP 
from 8 to 9:30 and will present “Birds of 
North Texas” from 10 to 12 in the Biodiver-
sity Education Center. This will be a special 
opportunity for attendees to participate in the 
nation’s annual bird count for the Audubon 
Society records.

Irving Fire’s Pancake Breakfast 
December 12, 9 to 11 a.m.  
Enjoy pancakes, bacon, sausage and a 
beverage during the annual Fireman’s Pan-
cake Breakfast at Plymouth Park Baptist 
Church, 1714 N. Story Road. The annual 
charity event will feature Santa’s arrival on 
a fire truck, door prizes and a bike auction. 
Admission is $10 for adults and $5 for 
ages 10 and younger. Spread the word - 
proceeds will benefit Irving Police and Fire 
Blue Christmas. 

Coloring Time for Grown Ups 
December 15, 5 p.m.  
Does the busy holiday season have you 
stressed? Just enjoy adult coloring books? 
If so, come chill at West Irving Library. Enjoy 
some light refreshments, soothing music and 
explore the joy of coloring.

VNA Bereavement Lunch
December 17, noon
Luncheon for members of the community 
grieving the death of a loved one will be at 
the Church of the Incarnation located at 3966 
McKinney Avenue in Dallas. VNA Bereave-
ment Luncheons provide an opportunity for 
bereaved individuals to enjoy a nice lunch, 
pick up some helpful grief literature, and hear 
a practical program about the grief process.
This month’s guest speaker will be Larry 
Barber, LPC-S, CT, Director of Counsel-
ingWorks, GriefWorks and KidWorks and 
author of “Love Never Dies: Embracing Grief 
with Hope and Promise.” Larry will present 
Getting Through the Holidays.
The catered lunch will be provided at no 
charge and underwritten by Dignity Memorial 

Funeral Homes. Bring a friend; there is no 
cost to attend VNA Bereavement Luncheons.
Please contact VNA Bereavement Coordina-
tor Sue Rafferty at 214-689-2633 or rafferts@
vnatexas.org to RSVP.

Las Colinas Symphony Orchestra
December 17, 8 p.m.
Donnie Ray Albert, baritone will join the Las 
Colinas Symphony Orchestra as they contin-
ue the 2015-2016 Season, “Symphonic Trea-
sures!” at the Irving Arts Center, Carpenter 
Hall.. This concert features holiday favorites 
from the LCSO along with our annual Holiday 
Sing-Along.
As our 25th Anniversary Season continues, 
the Las Colinas Symphony Orchestra will 
explore masterpieces inspired by visions of 
riches. From Auber’s Overture to The Crown 
Diamonds to Lehar’s Gold and Silver Waltz, 
it promises to be a glittering array of musi-
cal treasures. Along the way, the LCSO’s 
ninety-three sparkling musicians will bring 
you music from Shostakovich’s Age of Gold 
Suite, Wolf-Ferrari’s Jewels of the Madonna, 
Wagner’s The Rheingold, and many more 
symphonic gems. 

Blood Donation
December 18, 1 p.m. - 6 p.m.
The American Red Cross encourages eligible 
donors to end the year with real meaning by 
donating blood at the Irving Family YMCA, 
2200 W. Irving Blvd.
Holiday activities, severe weather and sea-
sonal illnesses, like the flu, can pull people 
away from their regular blood donation 
schedules. This creates a greater need for 
blood donations this time of year, especially 
around the winter holidays. Healthy donors 
with all blood types are needed, especially 
those with types AB, O, B negative and A 
negative. 

Christmas at Pemberley
December 18, 7 p.m.
Dance and travel back in time at Christmas 
at Pemberley at South Irving Library, a holi-
day-themed dance featuring Jane Austen’s 
timeless novel “Pride and Prejudice.” Under 
the glow of twinkle lights and festive deco-
rations, families can make Austen-inspired 

crafts and learn English Country Dance steps 
to frolic the night away at a Regency Ball. 
Costumes are encouraged.

Advent Vespers
December 9 & 16, 7 p.m.
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
2620 W. Grauwyler Rd, Irving TX. 
“Hope for God’s people in broken world.”

Coppell Holiday Food Drive
The City of Coppell is once again hosting a 
Holiday Food Drive. City buildings will have 
a drop box handy for generous donors who 
would like to help. City staff will deliver the 
goods to multiple north Texas food pantries. 
You can help! Now through Jan. 1, 2016, drop 
by any one of the following City facilities and 
leave your non-perishable item(s) in the box.
Town Center, 255 E. Parkway Blvd.
Coppell Development Center, 265 E. Park-
way Blvd.
The CORE, 234 E. Parkway Blvd.
The Coppell Library, 500 Southwestern Blvd. 
The City will not accept partially opened/used 
packages of any consumables. Visit http://
coppelltx.gov for a list of suggested goods.

Coppell Offers Make A Child Smile 
Holiday Gift Program
The City of Coppell is once again sponsoring 
the special holiday program called Make A 
Child Smile. This annual program benefits 
children in Coppell by providing holiday gifts 
for Coppell families who need a little extra 
help during the season. 
Participants may stop by the City Manager’s 
Office through Dec. 8, to choose a paper 
ornament, then purchase a gift of clothing 
and/or a toy for the child and finally, return it 
to the City Manager’s Office in Town Center, 
wrapped, with the paper ornament attached 
on the outside of the gift. The program goal 
is to provide at least one toy and one article 
of clothing for each child.
Shoppers may pick up an ornament in the 

City Manager’s Office on the second floor of 
Town Center, 255 Parkway Blvd., weekdays, 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (excluding holiday hours) or 
email Ashley Owens at aowens@coppelltx.
gov or Amy Swaim at aswaim@coppelltx.gov 

for ornament requests. All gifts are due to the 
City Manager’s Office by close of business 
on Tuesday, Dec. 8. For more information, 
call 972-304-7016 or email Ashley Owens at 
aowens@coppelltx.gov.

STATE OF WISCONSIN CIRCUIT COURT, MILWAUKEE COUNTY
U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION  4801 Frederica Street, Owensboro, KY 42301, Plaintiff vs.
LARONDA LEE and JOHN DOE, Unknown, Spouse of Laronda Lee, 8033 N. Macarthur Blvd., Apt. 2131, 
Irving, TX 75063, Defendants. Case No. 15CV008792 Code No. 30404
Foreclosure of Mortgage Dollar Amount Greater Than $10,000.00 The Honorable Timothy Dugan FORTY 
DAY SUMMONS THE STATE OF WISCONSIN, TO : LARONDA LEE and JOHN DOE, Unknown Spouse 
of Laronda Lee 8033 N. Macarthur Blvd., Apt. 2131 Irving, TX 75063. You are hereby notified that the 
plaintiff named above has filed a lawsuit or other legal action against you.  The complaint, which is also 
served upon you, states the nature and basis of the legal action.  Within 40 days after December 12, 2015, 
you must respond with a written answer, as that term is used in Chapter 802 of the Wisconsin Statutes, 
to the complaint. The court may reject or disregard an answer that does not follow the requirements of 
the statutes.  The answer must be sent or delivered to the court, whose address is: Clerk of Circuit Court, 
Milwaukee County Courthouse, 901 North 9th Street, Milwaukee WI 53233 and to O’Dess and Associates, 
S.C., Plaintiff’s attorneys, whose address is: O’Dess and Associates, S.C., 1414 Underwood Avenue, Suite 
403, Wauwatosa, Wisconsin 53213. You may have an attorney help or represent you. If you do not provide 
a proper answer within 40 days, the court may grant judgment against you for the award of money or other 
legal action requested in the complaint, and you may lose your right to object to anything that is or may be 
incorrect in the complaint.  A judgment may be enforced as provided by law.  A judgment awarding money 
may become a lien against any real estate you own now or in the future, and may also be enforced by 
garnishment or seizure of property. O’DESS AND ASSOCIATES, S.C. Attorneys for Plaintiff By: M. ABI-
GAIL O’DESS Bar Code No. 1017869 POST OFFICE ADDRESS: 1414 Underwood Avenue, Suite 403 
Wauwatosa, WI 53213 (414) 727-1591 O’Dess and Associates, S.C., is attempting to collect a debt and any 
information obtained will be used for that purpose. If you have previously received a Chapter 7 Discharge in 
Bankruptcy, this correspondence should not be construed as an attempt to collect a debt.

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
laurier@ramblernewspapers.net

LEGALS
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Claudette 
Bonjour! My name is Claudette, and I’m about 4 months old. 
If you know any French, you’ll know that my name translates 
to ælame’. Now, some would be offended by that, but not me! 
You’ll see that I’m anything but lame! I am an active, loving little 
girl who would do great with another kitten or cat to play with. I 
love chasing my shelter mates around and enjoy taking a cuddle 
break every now and then. Take me home, and you’ll feel like an 
international jetsetter! 

Mike
Hi. I’m Mike. I’m about a year old, and was rescued from another 
shelter. You will notice from my picture that I’m the most hand-
some boy. What you will not know from my picture is that I’m 
a very friendly and energetic boy and I’m eager to please. I love 
meeting new people, and cannot wait to have a new family of my 
own. I’m saving up energy, just waiting to learn to play catch, 
many other commands, and maybe some tricks also. So if you are 
looking for one handsome, sweet boy, who has lots of energy and 
potential, come on over, and lets play. 

Put a Paw print in your heart
and a best friend in your home

OPEN
   Tuesday - Friday
         11am - 6 pm
   Saturday
         10 am - 5 pm 

LOCATION
   4140 Valley View Ln.
   Irving, TX 75038
   972-721-7788
   www.DFWHumane.com

Rambler

Subscribe 
to the  

972-870-1992 ADOPT a new family member today! DONATE if you can not adopt!

Dialogue
Continued from Page 1

Assistant Police Chief Jeff Spivey and fellow officers were met with warmth and support 
from members of the community. / Photo by Nick Kammerer 

The Irving Police Department is 
currently investigating an officer 
involved shooting that occurred on 
Saturday, Dec. 5, at approximately 
4:40 a.m. in the 600 block of Jeff 
Court. Officers were in the area at-
tempting to locate two suspects in 
connection with a nearby home in-
vasion robbery. When officers con-
fronted the suspects, one suspect 
fired multiple shots at officers from 
a semi-automatic handgun. Three 
officers returned fire, striking and 
killing one suspect. 

The incident began at approxi-

Irving police officer involved in fatal 
shooting during home invasion robbery

mately 1:40 a.m. when officers re-
sponded to a home in the 700 block 
of Jeff Court. Someone inside had 
called 911 to report a home inva-
sion robbery. Officers arrived and 
saw two suspects running from the 
home but upon seeing the officers, 
they retreated back inside. Shortly 
thereafter, the victims came out of 
the house saying all three suspects 
had run out the back door. 

Officers began an extensive search 
of the area including the assistance 
of a Texas Department of Public 
Safety helicopter crew. 

At approximately 3:20 a.m., of-
ficers located one suspect and took 
him into custody. He is identified as 
26- year-old Jaime Alexander Guti-
errez. At approximately 4:40 a.m., 
officers located the remaining two 
suspects in a backyard in the 600 
block of Jeff Court. One suspect, 
armed with a handgun, opened fire 
on officers. Officers returned fire 
striking and killing the suspect. The 
deceased suspect has been iden-
tified as 24-year-old Colten Price 
Marcellus. His identification was 
confirmed by the Dallas County 
Medical Examiner’s Office. 

The third suspect fled to a nearby 
home in the 600 block of W. Sixth 
Street and concealed himself un-
derneath the back porch. He was 
taken into custody at approximately 
7:16 a.m. He has been identified as 
26-year-old Obed Isau Zavala. 

The three robbery victims were 
unharmed during the incident. The 
three officers were unharmed but 
are on administrative leave pend-
ing an internal affairs investigation. 
The two suspects will be arraigned 

on charges of Aggravated Robbery 
at which time bond will be set. The 
investigations into the robbery and 
the shooting are ongoing.

Source: Irving Police Department

Jaime Alexander Gutierrez (Above),
Obed Isau Zavala (Top Right), and
Colten Price Marcellus [Deceased] 
(Bottom Right) were involved in an 
alleged home invasion robbery.  

HAVE YOU SEEN KERA?
Missing since 12/2/15

Last seen: W. Grauwyler & Canyon Oaks 
(near MacArthur)

DO NOT CHASE, CALL OR WHISTLE! She is 
shy and WILL RUN.

If you see her or have any information, please 
contact: doggyzoo@gmail.com 

Call: 214-763-9629 or 214-437-7581 with any 
information.

Name: Ms. Betsy 
Age: 3 years old

Weight: 85 pounds
Ms. Betsy was a rescued pup and 
has updated shots, is micro-chipped, 
house broken, takes bilingual com-
mands, and  is a great watch dog. 
She is an indoor dog. Ms. Betsy’s 
owner is elderly and can no longer 
care for the her, but wants Betsy to 
go to a good home. Please call 214-
641-5138 for more information. 

Free dog to good home

the public, because we have the op-
portunity to speak in a nice, casual 
and open-ended environment. We 
appreciate the people that come 
out, and we’d like to encourage the 
[community] to come out and meet 
with us.” 

Coffee with a Cop originated in 
Hawthorne, California in 2011 and 
quickly spread to municipalities and 
other police agencies nationwide. 
Saturday’s gathering was the Irving 
Police Department’s fourth Coffee 
with a Cop event this year, and addi-
tional gatherings are being planned 
for the upcoming year. 

“I am supporting the police and 
the first responders in Irving,” Ir-
ving resident Elena Blake said. “I 
think it’s important that we get be-
hind the Blue. I want more people 
to be aware these are the good guys. 
They’re here to protect us.”

Blake, President of the Irving Re-
publican Women’s Club, is an avid 
promoter of Irving’s Coffee with a 
Cop event. 

“If there is anything that the [cit-
izens] want to know as far as police 
work, they should feel free to come 
to the police department and get 
their information,” Blake said. “I 
had a few things to ask about park-
ing. They’re here to help me resolve 
any issues that I have in my neigh-
borhood, my city and in my com-
munity. I want citizens, especially 
our children, not to be afraid and to 
come forward.”

In 2013, Irving was ranked the 
fifth safest city in the United States, 
proof that the Irving Police Depart-
ment strives to improve the quality 
of life for members of the commu-
nity. The department’s unwavering, 
relentless service to the citizens of 
Irving is evident in their passion for 
community policing and caretaking. 

Residents are encouraged to visit 
the Irving Police Department’s Face-
book page for information regarding 
upcoming events and activities. For 
more information about the depart-
ment, visit www.irvingpd.org. 
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Helen 
WalkeR

Walker, Helen, 84, passed away 
on December 
08, 2015 in 
her Denton 
home.  She was 
born on Feb-
ruary 24, 1931 
in Shreveport, 
Louisiana to 
Randall & Dor-

othy (Woodard) Gill. Helen and her 
husband, Howard Everett Walker, 
had been longtime prior residents of 
Irving, Texas until moving to Den-
ton five years ago.  Helen and How-
ard loved to travel, which they did 
extensively all over the world.  They 
especially loved their place in Angel 
Fire, New Mexico, where they spent 
their summers and good part of the 
winters for many years.  They also 

played competitive contract bridge 
at a very high level.  Helen’s greatest 
love was her family, especially play-
ing with her grandchildren. She was 
a member of Holy Family of Naza-
reth Catholic Church in Irving.

Helen was preceded in death by 
her husband of 67 years, Howard 
Walker.

She is survived by her children; 
Howard Andrew “Andy” Walker 
and wife, Renee of Ballinger, Texas, 
Charles “Charlie” Walker and wife, 
Olivia of Denton, Texas and Nancy 
Gonzales and husband, Michael of 
Irving, Texas; grandchildren,  PJ 
and Adrian Bergkvist, Eric and Gaby 
Gonzales, Morgan and Adrian Con-
treras, Dustin and Laura Byerly, Ste-
ven and Oryan Womack and Alan 
Christi; and great grandchildren, 
Taylor Byerly, Travis Byerly, Drake 

OBITUARIES

DEATH  NOTICES

Arrangements by
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home 

972-579-1313 

Joyce Shotwell
Apr. 7, 1936 - Dec. 6, 2015

Ernest J. Deeds
Apr. 27, 1921 - Dec. 7, 2015

Doris Jean Ritchie
Sep. 8, 1929 - Dec. 7, 2015

Jarod Balch
Sep. 24, 1981 - Dec. 8, 2015

Womack, Beckett Gonzales, Creed 
Womack, Ella Bergkvist, and Liam 
Bergkvist.

Visitation and Rosary services 
will be held on Thursday, December 
10, 2015 with visitation starting at 
6 p.m. and the Rosary will be held 
at 7p.m. at Chism-Smith Funeral 
Home, Irving.

Mass of Christian Burial will be 
held on Friday, December 11, 2015 
at 1p.m. at Holy Family of Naza-
reth Catholic Church in Irving.  In-
terment will follow at Bear Creek 
Cemetery in Euless, Texas. In lieu 
of flowers the family ask that dona-
tions be made to VNA Ann’s Haven 
Hospice, 1204 W. University Dr., 
Suite 100. Denton, TX 76201.

Arrangements by
Chism-Smith Funeral Home

972-259-7644

Toys
Continued from Page 1

wards buying things for the kids for 
Christmas. We’ve got face painting, 
a fire prevention booth, shirt sales, 
bounce houses that are donated, 
Santa Claus pictures, and of course, 
we have the chili cooks out here,” 
she said. 

The chili competition featured 
two classes of chili cooks. One is 
the novice cooks, people who are al-
lowed to put various fillers in their 
entry like beans and rice. The oth-
er class of entries were the heavy-
weights: CASI entries. CASI, the 
Chili Appreciation Society Interna-
tional, consists of professional chili 
cooks who participate in cook-offs 
several times during the year under 
strict standards and rules.  

“I give trophies for first, second 
and third in CASI and then fourth 
through tenth get certificates,” Fann 
said. “In novice, it’s first, second and 
third. We also have a bean competi-
tion. We have a bean trophy, and all 
[the proceeds] go into a 50/50 pot. 
Blue Christmas gets half of it, the 
other part is given to the first, sec-
ond and third places.

“We also have best in show, which 
is when they put on a little show at 
around half time, and before they 
turn the chili in they put this lit-
tle program on,” she said. “There’s 
also a peoples’ choice category this 
year. There’s no fee to be in peoples’ 
choice. The people going around 
tasting the chili decide which chili 
they like in overall.”

Fireman and chili enthusiast Scott 
Spencer showed up to the cook-off 
ready to win in the CASI division. 

“I’ve participated in it every year,” 
Spencer said. “I actually won the 
very first one they had. I was cook-
ing novice back then. My wife has 
been cooking CASI for about eight 

years now, and I didn’t really start 
cooking chili until about three years 
ago.

“We cook with CASI now, and 
our competition chili just has meat, 
gravy and spices. The spices are va-
riety of chili powders, onion powder, 
cumin, things like that. I don’t know 
all of the exact spices that are in my 
chili because my wife is the spice 
queen,” he said. 

Since his first cook-off win, Spen-
cer and his wife have become chili 
masters, taking their chili interna-
tional to Mexico and Canada. 

“We go to a lot of competitions. 
When the weather’s nice, we prob-
ably go to two or three a month. We 
went to Canada last year, so we go 
all over the place. This keeps us off 
the streets and out of trouble,” he 
joked. 

How exactly does one win a com-
petition like the Blue Christmas 
Chili Cook-Off? 

“You’ve got to start with a good 
recipe, but a lot of it has to do with 
the judges,” Spencer said. “That’s 
what we like about having the pub-
lic judge our chili. We adjust our 
recipes according to where we’re 
cooking. North Texas and Houston 
are about the same, liking spicy and 
hot, but if you go further south like 
towards San Antonio, they don’t like 
it as spicy.

“Today we’ve got a lot of great 
cooks. We’ve got four international 
champions out here, but I like my 
chances. It’s a lot of fun; there are 
a lot of good people out here. We’re 
not out here cooking for money. 
We’re cooking for points to qualify 
for Terlingua, [the CASI champion-
ship cook-off] and to help provide 
toys to the kids.” 

Tiny chili lovers test their luck during a cake walk at the Blue Christmas Chili Cook-off 
hosted by the Irving Police and Fire Departments. / Photo by Courtney Ouellette
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Tree Lighting
Continued from Page 1

By Matthew Pedersen
The Irving Arts Center welcomed 

Irving residents and those from its 
surrounding communities to its 
23rd annual Holiday Open House. 
The event took place in the evening 
on Friday, December 5, ensuring 
that kids and parents could enjoy 
the festivities without having worry 
about school or work.

Todd Eric Hawkins, the new ex-
ecutive director for the Irving Arts 
Center, was excited to participate in 
the annual event for the first time. 

“We send out an invitation to all 
the Parent Teacher Associations 
from the Irving School District and 
invite them to come and decorate 
trees, competing for cash prizes and 
bragging rights. We’ll be awarding 
those this evening,” Hawkins said. 
“There will be several performances 
this evening from resident groups 
such as the Lone Star Youth Orches-
tra and Momentum Dance. Then, 
tonight is a free performance of a 
Very Electric Christmas by Light-
wire Theater. 

“This year’s theme is ‘Holiday 
Movie Magic.’ Each of the PTAs 
have selected their favorite holiday 
movie and decorated their tree ac-
cordingly. I’m just excited to see the 
community come together and cele-
brate,” he said. 

“We also, for the first time, have 
four trees that have been decorated 
by all the city department heads for 
the City of Irving,” Hawkins said. 
These trees stood alongside the 
twelve decorated by the local PTAs, 
all of which garnered quite a bit of 
praise and admiration from the 
families walking through the hall 
where they were displayed. 

The crowd was excited to see the 
Christmas lightshow presented in 
the Carpenter Hall. Performed by 
the Lightwire Theater Group, the 
show titled A Very Electric Christ-
mas, featured a number of spectac-
ular performances set to Christmas 
songs, classic rock, and even some 
musical scores adapted from the 
Tim Burton film The Nightmare Be-
fore Christmas. 

The plot was summed up prior 
to the event through the programs 
handed out to audience members. 
“Follow the story of a young bird 
named Max and his family, as they 
begin their journey south for the 
winter. When Max gets blown off 
course and ends up at the North 
Pole... his adventure begins!”

Lightwire Theater’s dancers per-
form on pitch black stages while 
wearing costumes made with glow-
ing, multi-colored lights. These cos-
tumes, combined with the imagina-
tions of the audience, who can no 
longer see the human aspects of the 
performers, help bring the intended 
creatures and characters to life in a 

fantastic, almost otherworldly man-
ner. 

As though the appearance of these 
characters was not enough, the cos-
tumes are designed in such a way 
that they move with an incredible 
level of fluidity that looks complete-
ly organic and natural. Each group 
of creatures had their own unique 
style and method of movement, the 
birds move like actual birds, the 
rats, the main antagonists in the 
performance, were highly emotive 

in their gestures, and the nutcracker 
soldiers had a mechanical but lively 
style to them. 

The technology at work in the 
groups’ performance would be 
nothing without the highly talented 
artists and dancers who bring this 
story to life, clearly throwing their 
all into the act. 

Some of the Lightwire Theater 
performers like Johnathon Whalen 
and Ian Blanco spoke with guests 
and answered questions after the 

play. Whalen first took time to ex-
press how he felt the performance 
went. 

“This performance went great,” 
he said. “We definitely had a really 
good audience behind us. We flew 
in today to do the show, so our en-
ergy wasn’t necessarily as up as we 
normally are. The audience though 
really brought us great, great ener-
gy, so I thought we had a really awe-
some show.”

Ian Blanco discussed how it feels 

being a part of Lightwire Theater 
and performing in front of live au-
diences. 

“It really feeds the artist in you, 
because it’s a show based on the 
imagination, and pure innocence, 
when you think about it. So to go on 
stage and be a part of that magic and 
then to come off stage and see the 
audience reaction is truly a wonder-
ful gift to have,” Blanco said.

Christmas lightshow hosted by Irving Arts Center

Other groups and entertainers 
performed at the lighting as well. 
Local musician Joy Spencer demon-
strated her prowess with three dif-
ferent musical instruments. After-
wards, there were performances by 
the Irving Girl’s Cheerleader team 
the Irving Tigers, the Forcher’s 
Dance Center’s Dane Force, and the 
Mighty Marching Eagle Drum Line. 

The Holiday Extravaganza is the 
largest kick-off celebration for the 
Christmas season in Irving. Many 
families attended the lighting cere-
mony. The crowd in the lawn of City 
Hall extended all the way to Main 
Street. The entire event requires 
much preparation; arrangements 
begin as early as September. Part of 
the goal of the event is to showcase 
the youth of the community and put 
them in the spotlight. 

“As we gather as a community to 
celebrate the holiday season, let’s 
use this opportunity to come togeth-
er and to lift up our family, friends, 
and neighbors,” Irving Mayor Beth 
Van Dyne said. “It’s no secret that 
we are in the midst of some chal-
lenging times in our nation and in 
our city. It is my hope that during 
this holiday season we remember to 
reach out to those who are sick and 
hungry.”

The mayor also made it a point to 
honor the veterans who have sacri-
ficed for the nation, as well as the 
police and fire departments that are 
responsible for making Irving one of 
the safest cities in the nation. 


