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Police Chief Larry Boyd and his fellow Irving police officers honor the men and women in blue during the 6th annual Wreaths Across 
America ceremony at Oak Grove Memorial Gardens. / Photo by John Starkey

83-year-old Irving woman dies after assault 

Blue Christmas 
benefits local kids

Wreath ceremony 
honors Irving veterans  

Library hosts 
Austen Christmas

By Courtney Ouellette 
Strolling near her home with the 

aid of a walker, Dessie Hancock 
visited a neighbor’s home to invite 
them to dinner. Sadly, she never had 
the opportunity to extend her greet-
ings of holiday cheer to her friends. 

Dessie was violently assaulted 
on her neighbor’s property Friday, 
Dec. 18 around 4 p.m. 911 operators 
received calls indicating an elderly 
woman had been assaulted and was 
lying unconscious on the ground. 
Officers responded to the 1300 
block of Boyd Drive, according to 

By Adam Stephens
The Irving Police Department 

and the Irving Fire Department 
have once again joined together for 
the Blue Christmas toy drive, an an-
nual non-profit event that provides 
families in Irving with toys and food 
for the holidays they might not have 
otherwise. Volunteers gathered on 
the week of December 14 to organize 
the vast amount of donations from 
around the community at the Irving 
Police Association Building.

The Blue Christmas drive was 
started in 1979 by Becky Hann, a 
now retired member of the Irving 
Police Department and a current 
member of the Board of Directors 
for Blue Christmas. During her 
work as a youth investigator, she 
met many families who had little 
for Christmas. Other charity orga-
nizations, such as Toys for Tots, 
prioritized various areas over Irving, 
meaning that donations from Irving 
families went on to help kids in the 
rest of North Texas, while many Ir-
ving families went unaided. Hann 
started the Blue Christmas event 
specifically to ensure Irving chil-
dren would be taken care of during 
Christmas. 

Many of the families helped by 
Blue Christmas are identified by 

the Irving Police Department. 
After suffering from life-threat-

ening injuries as the result of being 
punched, kicked and stomped, Han-
cock was taken to Parkland Memo-
rial Hospital where she was put on 
life support. Hancock’s family made 
the decision to have her taken off of 
life support, and she passed away at 
8:50 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 20.

The three male suspects, later 
identified as brothers, fled the scene 
on foot. The brothers were identi-
fied as: Thomas Perkins, 18 years 
old; Edward Perkins, 19 years old 

and Jesse Perkins, 20 years old. 
Warrants for their arrest were is-
sued and all three were taken into 
custody on a charge of aggravated 
assault – serious bodily injury with 

the bond set at $100,000. 
As of now, Edward Perkins does 

not face any charges. Thomas Per-
kins will be charged with hinder-
ing apprehension, tampering with 

physical evidence and interference 
with public duties. 

Jesse Perkins will be charged with 
murder for allegedly attacking Han-

See ASSAULT, Page 2

police officers and firefighters who 
visit the homes of Irving families 
and take note of which families are 
in need. Other families are recom-
mended by school counselors who 
speak with children. Donations are 
brought in throughout the year. 
Food and toys can be donated to 
Blue Christmas at the Irving Police 
Department or at any fire station. 

Various companies such as Ebby 
Halliday also donate items through-
out the year. Mosaic donated 
$40,000 that was used to purchase 
toys and food. The donations are 
specifically used to help children 
ages of 4 to 16 in less fortunate fam-
ilies; a complete meal and a set of 
toys are provided for each child. 

“I have no idea how many dona-
tions we have, but it’s usually not 
enough,” Hann said. “We’re talking 
about a thousand kids. We give each 
kid in each family maybe three or 
four toys: a ball, maybe a game two 
of them can play, a bicycle. We’re 
going to take care of them.”

Everyone who works on the Blue 
Christmas drive is a volunteer. 
Many police officers and firefighters 
donate their time to help with the 
drive, sometimes taking the day off 
work to work on it. The chief of po-

By Courtney Ouellette
Music from a bygone age filtered 

through the South Irving Library 
during a Christmas at Pemberley 
on Friday, Dec. 18. The evening 
encouraged floor length gowns, 
English dances and as Jane Austen 
would say, ‘general splendor.’

Pemberley is the estate home of 
Mr. Darcy, a beloved character from 
Jane Austen’s novel Pride and Prej-
udice, which, along with the rest of 
her novels, has been turned into 
mini series and movies. 

“We’re stepping back in time so 
we can feel as though we’re in Jane 
Austen’s era,” librarian Karen Wong 
said. “We can do those lovely dances 
that we enjoyed during the movies. 
It’s a lot of fun.”

This is the second Jane Austen 
themed event hosted by the library. 

“We had our grand opening in 
March, and we had a Jane Austen 
event. Everybody had such a great 
time that Kristin [Trevino], our teen 
services librarian, wanted to do a 
Christmas at Pemberley event, be-

cause we have a lot of Jane Austen 
fans around here,” Wong said. 

Dressed to impress, Wong 
donned a full, floor length gown and 
even participated in several of the 
dances, which were lead by a group 
of experts who have turned English 
Country dance into a family hobby. 

“I’ve heard a few people say, ‘I 
wish we still dressed from that time, 
because it looks comfortable,’ and 
I’m not so sure,” Wong said. “It 
would be kind of fun if you didn’t 
have to wear the corset and all of the 
slips and stuff. 

“The dancing may look a little 
slow, but it’s still exercise. It’s inter-
esting; you think you’re just doing 
some turns, but it can be fast and 
confusing,” she said. 

According to Madeline Malone, 
a member of the group showing li-
brary guests how to perform dances, 
the dances can get confusing even to 
those who are familiar with them. 

“The hardest part is getting ev-
eryone to remember their rights 

By Courtney Ouellette
People of all ages and walks of life 

gathered at Oak Grove Memorial 
Gardens to honor our nation’s vet-
erans during the 6th annual Wreaths 
Across America ceremony on Satur-
day, Dec. 12. 

This year, friends, family mem-
bers and community leaders placed 
over 1,100 wreaths at the graves of 
Irving’s veterans. 

“We are gathered at this memori-
al site and memorial sites all across 
America to remember that we are 
one nation with one flag,” said Oak 

Grove’s Ron Alexander. “We are all 
proud to be Americans that live in a 
free society made up of many peo-
ple, many races and many walks of 
life. The freedoms we enjoy today 
have not come without a price

“Lying before us in this cemetery 
and cemeteries throughout the na-
tion are men and women who gave 
their lives, so that we can live in 
freedom and without fear. We can 

worship as we see fit, we can raise 
our children to believe as we do, we 
can travel from one end of this great 
nation to the other, and don’t have 
to ask for permission to do so. 

“The United States of Ameri-
ca was founded with the ideals of 
freedom, justice and equality. Our 
nation stands as a shining beacon 
of liberty and freedom to the world. 

New Years Eve: 7 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
New Years Day: 7 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

From everyone at PJ’s, have a 
safe and fun holiday season! 
Thank you for your continued support!
Check out our holiday hours:
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CIRCULATION
Third party vendor needed to expand newspaper circu-
lation through the use of door crews. Compensation is 

negotiable.

Call 214-676-1145 and leave a message.

cock with no clear motives. Jesse 
Perkins and Thomas Perkins will be 
arraigned and their new bail will be 
set.

Hancock’s family, which extends 
beyond her blood relatives, is strug-
gling to cope with the loss. John 
and Dessie Hancock were married 
for more than 60 years. The couple 
have three sons, two biological and 
one a foster son with disabilities, 
and an adopted daughter.

According to neighbors and 
friends, Hancock was a caring wom-
an and a grandmother to everyone. 
Despite the huge hole left in the 
Hancock family, John and his fam-

ily plan to spend Christmas Eve at 
home like normal, the way Dessie 
would want them to.

The Hancocks have asked that 
anyone wishing to make donations 
or send flowers to the family to in-
stead contribute to a local special 
needs camp where Dessie’s son has 
spent time in the past. The family 
would rather see the camp benefit 
from those wishing to help. Con-
tact Camp Summit (17210 Camp-
bell Road, Suite 180-W, Dallas, 
TX 75252) by calling Pam at (972) 
484-8900 ext. 104 or visiting www.
campsummittx.org.

Edward Perkins, Jesse Ray Perkins and Thomas Perkins (left to right) were allegedly 
involved in the assault of Dessie Hancock.  / Courtesy Photo

DALLAS (AP) — Authorities on 
Monday provided the latest devel-
opments in the search for a Texas 
teenager who received only proba-
tion for causing a drunken car crash 
that killed four people after his law-
yers said he suffered from “afflu-
enza” because his wealthy parents 
had coddled him too much. Ethan 
Couch, 18, missed an appointment 
with his probation officer two weeks 
ago, leading authorities to issue the 
juvenile equivalent of an arrest war-
rant for him. Investigators believe 
he fled with his mother, with whom 
he had been living. Here are some 
answers to questions surrounding 
the case:

___
WHAT ARE AUTHORITIES 

SAYING ABOUT THE CASE?
Tarrant County Sheriff Dee An-

derson said Monday that investiga-
tors have received hundreds of leads 
in their search for Couch, but cau-
tioned that such tips can be a “dou-
ble-edged sword” because they can 
lead investigators down dead ends. 
He said he thinks Couch’s mother, 
Tonya Couch, is helping him avoid 
capture and that they may be trav-
elling in her black pickup truck. Au-
thorities also confirmed that Tonya 
Couch’s mother over the weekend 
filed a missing person report on her 
daughter.

___
DO AUTHORITIES KNOW 

WHERE COUCH MAY BE?

Q&A: Hundreds of tips in search for teen in ‘affluenza’ case
Officials say they don’t know his 

whereabouts and have expressed 
concern that he may have left the 
country, although Sam Jordan, a 
spokeswoman for the Tarrant Coun-
ty district attorney’s office, has said 
there’s no specific indication that 
Couch has crossed the border. The 
U.S. Marshals Service has issued a 
wanted poster promising a reward 
of up to $5,000 for information 
leading to Couch’s whereabouts and 
capture.

___
WHY WOULD HE HAVE FLED?
Tarrant County investigators 

were looking for Couch to ask him 
about a video posted online a few 
weeks ago showing people at a par-
ty playing drinking games. One of 
them appears to be Couch, and if 
found to be drinking, it would vio-
late his probation and he could be 
sent to prison for up to 10 years. 
Anderson has said he thinks Couch 
and his mother may have fled in late 
November, in the days after the vid-
eo emerged online and shortly after 
Couch attended a mandatory meet-
ing with his probation officer.

___
IS COUCH’S MOTHER FACING 

CHARGES?
Terry Grisham, spokesman for 

the Tarrant County Sheriff’s De-
partment, has said investigators 
haven’t confirmed whether Tonya 
Couch fled with her son and he de-
clined to say whether she’s facing 

any charges.
___
WHERE IS COUCH’S FATHER?
Anderson says Couch’s father, 

Fred Couch, told investigators that 
he hasn’t heard from his son or ex-
wife in about two weeks.

___
WHY WASN’T COUCH AL-

READY IN PRISON FOR KILLING 
FOUR PEOPLE?

In June 2013 at age 16, Couch 
was driving drunk and speeding 
on a dark two-lane road near Fort 
Worth when he crashed into a dis-
abled SUV off to the side, killing four 
people and injuring several others, 
including passengers in his pickup 
truck. Couch pleaded guilty to four 
counts of intoxication manslaughter 
and two counts of intoxication as-
sault causing serious bodily injury. 
Because of his age, he wasn’t certi-
fied as an adult for trial and a judge 
sentenced him in juvenile court to 
10 years’ probation and a stint in a 
rehabilitation center.

Anderson and others have criti-
cized the decision by the judge not to 
incarcerate the teen. The sheriff says 
Couch has never expressed remorse 
for his actions and his case sparked 
more outrage than any other Ander-
son has encountered in his law en-
forcement career.

___
WHAT IS ‘AFFLUENZA’?
During the sentencing phase of 

his juvenile court trial, Couch’s at-

torneys relied on a defense expert 
who argued that Couch’s wealthy 
parents coddled him into a sense of 
irresponsibility — a condition the 
expert termed affluenza. The condi-

tion is not recognized as a medical 
diagnosis by the American Psychi-
atric Association, and its invocation 
drew widespread criticism and rid-
icule.

The Irving Police Department 
will be conducting DWI No-Refusal 
operations over the New Year’s Eve 
holiday weekend. 

The Department runs the opera-
tions by means of a grant from the 
Texas Department of Transporta-
tion (TxDOT) as part of the State’s 
“Drink. Drive. Go to Jail.” cam-
paign. Additional officers will be 
on duty whose primary focus will 
be to locate and arrest impaired 
drivers. Their high visibility and en-
forcement efforts should serve as a 
warning to those who would drive 
impaired. 

During this holiday season, Tx-
DOT and the Irving Police Depart-
ment encourage drivers to “Plan 
While You Can” to arrange for a so-

ber driver before enjoying festivities 
where drinking may occur. 

The Department will be utiliz-
ing a no-refusal approach to DWI 
enforcement. Persons arrested for 
DWI will be offered a blood test only 
(no breath tests). Officers will seek a 
search warrant, signed by a judge, in 
order to obtain a sample from any-
one refusing consent to a blood test. 

The operations will take place 
on the nights of Thursday, Dec. 31, 
and Friday, Jan. 1. Furthermore, the 
Irving Police Department will allo-
cate additional manpower to DWI 
enforcement between Dec. 18 and 
Jan. 3. 

During the Christmas and New 
Year holiday period, there is a high-
er likelihood of impaired drivers on 

the roadways. This can increase the 
potential for alcohol related crash-
es involving injuries or deaths. If 
you see a suspected drunk driver, 
and you (or a passenger) can do so 
safely, please call 9-1-1 with the in-
formation.

SOURCE Irving Police Department

Police enact Christmas/New Year’s 
Eve DWI No-Refusal operations
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Teen Advisory Board
Sunday, December 27, 2 p.m.
If you know what you want to see going on 
at the West Irving Library, have suggestions 
for books you want to read or programs you 
want to attend, put in your application today. 
Open to grades 6-12.

Blood Donation
December 29, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
The American Red Cross encourages eligible 
donors to end the year with real meaning by 
donating blood at the Las Colinas Medical 
Center, 6800 N.MacArthur Blvd.
Holiday activities, severe weather and sea-
sonal illnesses, like the flu, can pull people 
away from their regular blood donation 
schedules. This creates a greater need for 
blood donations this time of year, especially 
around the winter holidays. Healthy donors 
with all blood types are needed, especially 
those with types AB, O, B negative and A 
negative. 
Help feed the homeless 
December 31, 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Please mark your calendar for 12/31 at Irving 

Cares. 440 S Nursery Rd.
Wear vests, help feed 500 homeless. Stay 
as long as you can.

TeenSpeak YA Podcast Club discuss 
Fairy Tales Retold 
January 2, 4 p.m. 
At the West Irving Library each month we 
focus on a genre of YA literature, then teens 
in grades 6-12 read a book and record their 
thoughts and impressions at our meeting.

Elvis Has Not Left The Building!
January 8, 7:30 p.m.
Kraig Parker’s performance of “The King 
Lives” will be part of the 60th anniversary 
series of the Entertainment Series of Irving 
on the birthday of Elvis Presley. This special 
tribute concert will be at the Irving Arts Cen-
ter, 3333 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving, Texas.
Hailed by many as the ultimate image of Elvis 
Presley, Parker has been astonishing crowds 
from Vegas to London for over 16 years with 
his amazing tribute to the King of Rock and 
Roll. He gives a high energy performance 
that has left audiences excited, thrilled and 
hungry for more.

BW Collision Repair, Inc.
208 Mavis l Irving TX

972-438-6766 l www.bwcollision.com

Christmas
Continued from Page 1

Channeling their inner Mrs. Claus, Margie Stipes, Sandy Franco and a few their police and firefighter friends gather to enjoy a pancake 
breakfast that helps fund Blue Christmas.  / Photo by John Starkey

SAN FRANCISCO -- YouCaring 
recently announced “The 10 Most 
Compassionate Cities and States,” 
highlighting the areas of the U.S. 
that best demonstrate the spirit of 
helping others and giving back.

YouCaring, which provides free 
crowdfunding for personal and 
charitable causes, such as medical 
expenses and disaster relief, ranked 
cities and states based on which 
areas created the most fundraising 
campaigns to help people in need.  

Irving, Texas, ranked as The Most 
Compassionate City, while Louisi-
ana came in as The Most Compas-
sionate State.

The 10 most compassionate cities 
were as follows:

Most compassionate cities 
and states announced

1. Irving, TX 
2.Henderson, NV (suburb 

of Reno, NV)
3. Orlando
4. Atlanta
5. Miami
6. Tampa
7. Nashville
8. Pittsburgh
9. San Francisco
10. Cincinnati.

10 Most Compassionate States 
are as follows:

1. Louisiana
2. North Carolina
3. Arizona
4. Georgia
5. South Carolina

6. Texas
7. Florida
8. Alabama
9. Colorado
10. Oregon.
“The spirit of giving is universal, 

and we see it every day across the 
thousands of fundraising campaigns 
on YouCaring’s site,” saidAimen 
Barma, Chief Marketing Officer of 
YouCaring. “These particular cities 
and states, however, display the ut-
most levels of compassion in creat-
ing fundraising campaigns that do 
so much to help those in need, raise 
people’s spirits and touch the lives of 
others.”

SOURCE YouCaring

By Jennifer C. Kerr, Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The U.S. 

high school graduation rate inched 
up to 82 percent and the achieve-
ment gap narrowed, according to 
new federal data that raise concern 
among education officials and oth-
ers that too many students still ar-
en’t getting a diploma.

The latest figures released Dec. 
15 by the Education Department 
showed wide disparities in grad-
uation rates according to where 
students live. Leading the way was 
Iowa, with a graduation rate of near-
ly 91 percent. The District of Colum-
bia had the lowest rate, 61 percent.

For the nation, the gradua-
tion rate for the 2013-14 school year 
was up almost a percentage point 
from 81 percent the previous year, 
and was the highest rate since the 
department started using a new, 

US high school graduation 
rate ticks up to 82 percent

uniform measure in 2010.
Education Secretary Arne Dun-

can praised the new numbers as en-
couraging, saying the progress was 
real and powerful.

Duncan cited three-year gradu-
ation rate numbers that show solid 
improvement for black and Hispan-
ic students and English language 
learners, with progress by all three 
groups outpacing their white coun-
terparts.

Still, nearly 1 in 5 students are 
leaving high school without a diplo-
ma. 

“We have a good deal more to do 
to ensure that every child has access 
to a quality education,” Duncan said 
in a phone call with reporters.

While noting progress among 
subgroups of students, the latest 
figures drew concern from groups 
campaigning for a 90 percent grad- See GRADUATION, Page 4

lice and the chief of the fire depart-
ment both lend their support to the 
project. 

Many companies, such as Ebby 
Halliday, Target, and ESA, send vol-
unteers to help organize donations 
and make sure they are available for 
shipment. Ebby Halliday in particu-
lar, has greatly helped the drive for 
the past five years, donating gifts 
and greatly expediting the organiza-
tion process.

“We strive to hold up to our 
founder Ebby Halliday’s three pil-
lars of service to our clients, indus-
try, and community,” sales manager 
Kristi Davis said. “We love giving 

back to such a worthy cause.”
Some of the families helped 

through Blue Christmas have lost 
their possessions due to fires or 
theft. The option to donate remains 
open until Dec. 23, since the number 
of families in need could increase at 
any time.

“We’re still taking donations; 
we’re going to need a lot of toys 
this year.” Hann said. “People can 
donate money and toys, because 
we buy toys, and we buy food. One 
important thing: all of our toys stay 
in the city of Irving. They’re for our 
kids.”

uation rate by 2020. To reach that 
goal, the rate needs to increase each 
year by at least 1.3 percent — a mark 
the nation has met for the last three 
years, but missed for the 2013-14 
school year.

“We’ve been talking about the im-
portance of early warning systems 
to signal those students who need 
extra support, and we view this as 
an early warning indicator to the na-
tion that we need a second act,” said 
John Bridgeland, head of Civic En-
terprises, a public policy group that 
is joined in the “90 percent” cam-
paign with the Alliance for Excel-
lent Education, America’s Promise 
Alliance, and the Everyone Gradu-
ates Center at Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity’s School of Education. “We 
view this as a real wake up call.”

Bridgeland praised the gains 

By Courtney Ouellette
Santa arrived at annual Blue 

Christmas pancake breakfast in a 
shiny red fire truck to the tune of 
bagpipes and drums. Fire fighters 
and police officers provided an as-
sortment of delicious breakfast fa-

vorites including pancakes, waffles 
and sausage for the community. 
The funds raised will go to the Blue 
Christmas efforts.

The Irving Police and Fire Depart-
ments partner with the Irving Inde-
pendent School District to compile 

a list of families in need around the 
holidays. 

The toy drive ends before Christ-
mas, with the delivery of toys and 
goodies being handled by police 
cars, fire trucks, ambulances and 
volunteers. 

Pancakes benefit Blue Christmas
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Wreaths
Continued from Page 1

We thank those who gave their lives 
to keep us free, and we shall not for-
get. We will remember,” he said.

State Representative Rodney An-
derson spoke about the organization 
behind the ceremony, and its signif-
icance. 

“I bring you greetings from Aus-
tin, and I want to give a little bit of 
history about Wreaths Across Amer-
ica. We in the state of Texas, we in 
the capitol, appreciate what Irving 
is doing today and what many cele-
brations like this, are doing today,” 
Anderson said. 

“The tradition began in 1992 
when the Worcester Wreath Com-
pany in Maine donated wreaths for 
graves of fallen heroes in Arlington 
National Cemetery in Washington 
D.C. 

“A trucking firm offered its ser-
vices to convey the wreaths, and 
members of local American Legion 
and VFW posts united with other 
volunteers to hand-tie traditional 
red bows and assist with the effort, 
which included a ceremony at the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier,” An-
derson said.  

“The movement slowly grew with-

out attention until 2005 when a pho-
to showing wreaths on headstones 
in Arlington National Cemetery 
inspired people and organization 
around the United States to hold 
their own similar wreath events. 

“The following year, ceremonies 
were held at more than 150 loca-
tions around the country, and in 
2007, Wreaths Across America was 
established as a nonprofit organiza-
tion to perpetuate and expand the 
effort to honor members of the mili-
tary,” he said. 

In 2014 more than 700,000 
wreaths were placed at 1,000 loca-
tions around the nation and over-
seas, including ceremonies at Bun-
ker Hill, Pearl Harbor, Valley Forge 
and Ground Zero in New York City. 

Anderson, who recently lost a 
family member who was a veteran, 
felt the loss many guests know all 
too well. 

“For many of you out there, I un-
derstand the pain. I understand the 
sense of loss, and I appreciate you 
being here today to honor those who 
served our country,” he said. 

“This observance teaches younger 
generations about the true value of 

our freedoms and citizenship, and it 
allows citizens to express their deep-
est gratitude for the immense sac-
rifices made by the brave men and 
women of the United States military 
in order to preserve the liberty we 
cherish,” Anderson said. 

There to show her support, Mayor 
Beth Van Duyne shared a moment 
that deeply impacted her view of 
veterans and their sacrifices. 

“We get to go to a lot of events as 
elected individuals,” she said. “Sev-
eral years ago when I was first elect-
ed mayor, I had an opportunity to go 
to an event at the airport, called Sky 
Ball.”

Van Duyne remembered that af-
ter a series of mishaps and being late 
to the event, she was uncomfortable 
and unhappy about how the evening 
started.

“They were honoring a family that 
had lost a soldier, and I sat there 
looking at the time, and never was 
there a more humbling moment in 
my entire life,” Van Duyne said. 

“They had a slideshow. They 
showed him as a tiny infant with 
his parents so proudly holding him. 
They showed him when he was in 
a Cub Scout uniform. They showed 
him playing football with his sisters. 
Then there was a point where they 
had his dad, who was lying in a pool 
on a raft with this big smile on his 
face and his son was just about to 
jump on top of him in the pool. 

“There was a screen just above 
this table next to me. I looked at 
the face of the father, just beaming, 
glowing, happy; and I happened to 
notice that it was very, very similar 
to the picture, and not just the pic-
ture, but the actual man who was 
sitting right below the screen at a 
table one table over from me.

“I realized immediately that was 
the father of the son in the slide-
show. His face was no longer beam-
ing. It was no longer full of that 

positive energy; it was sad. It was 
heartbroken, and it was lost. He was 
so proud to be there, and he was 
so proud of his son. You could tell 
that he was fighting back tears, but 
that he wanted to be able to give his 
speech in such a way to make his son 
proud. 

“In that immediate instant, I was 

warm. My feet no longer hurt. But I 
looked at this father and I looked at 
this family, and I immediately real-
ized the loss that they had that they 
would never make up again,” she 
said. “It was a humbling experience, 
but it also made me so absolutely 
proud to be an American that day, 
to be a Texan, because he was from 
Texas.

“To know that I got to go home 

that night and be with my family, to 
be with my son that night, [some-
thing] his family would never be able 
to experience. I know it’s symbolic 
and we say it a lot, that freedom is 
never free, but quite honestly it is 
symbolic but no less than the flag or 
the American eagle or the cross. 

“That symbol hopefully makes 

us remember and makes us take it 
to heart. So today as we go and we 
spread wreaths in remembrance 
of those veterans who have fought 
so bravely for our country, for our 
values, for our freedoms, let us be 
thankful,” she said. “This entire hol-
iday season let us keep them in the 
back of our minds and the front of 
our hearts.”With a firefighter and policeman escort, Sally Hendricks makes her way to place a 

wreath on her late husband Bill’s memorial. / Photo by John Starkey

Irving Fire Chief Victor Conley hangs a wreath to honor past and present firefighters.  / 
Photo by John Starkey

Graduation
Continued from Page 3

made by English language learn-
ers, black and Hispanic students, 
and students with disabilities. But, 
he said in an interview that those 
gains are “not rapid enough to close 
these graduation gaps in a way that 
will get us to our goal” of a 90 per-
cent national graduation rate.

The data showed that black and 
Hispanic students made progress 
closing the achievement gap with 
their white counterparts. About 72 
percent of black students and 76 
percent of Hispanic students earned 
diplomas in 2013-2014. For white 
students, the rate was 87 percent.

Vast differences exist across the 
country at the state level. Nebraska, 
New Jersey, Wisconsin, Texas, New 

Hampshire, and Indiana were close 
behind Iowa, all with solid showings 
in the high-80s.

At the bottom of the list were Ne-
vada and New Mexico, just ahead of 
the nation’s capital.

The graduation rate is calculat-
ed by using a formula in which the 
number of graduates in a given year 
is divided by the number of students 
who enrolled four years earlier. In 
2008, the Bush administration or-
dered all states to begin using this 
method, moving to a calculation 
that required them to track each stu-
dent individually. The new method 
gives a more accurate count of how 
many actually finish high school.

By Paul J. Weber, Associated Press
AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Gov. 

Greg Abbott ordered Texas Nation-
al Guard troops on Tuesday (Dec. 
15) to remain at the Mexico border, 
extending again a mission that be-
gan in 2014 when unaccompanied 
children started pouring into the 
country and that will continue amid 
another wave of arrivals.

As many as 1,000 armed troops 
patrolled the Rio Grande Valley at 
the height of what the White House 
once called a “humanitarian crisis” 
of children showing up at the Texas 
border. Military officials who pre-
viously refused to publicly state an 
end date on the deployment said 
after Abbott’s announcement that 
December was supposed to have 

Texas extends National Guard 
order amid new border crossings

been the end of a nearly 18-month 
mission.

Neither Abbott nor the Texas Na-
tional Guard would say when troops 
would now go home. Lt. Col. Travis 
Walters also would not disclose how 
many troops would remain, but said 
no new troops would be deployed.

Abbott issued the order in re-
sponse to U.S. Border Patrol figures 
showing that more than 10,000 un-
accompanied children crossed into 
the U.S. in October and November, 
double the number of crossings in 
the same two months of last year. 
The increase has already prompted 
federal officials to open two shelters 
in Texas and one in California.

“Texas will not sit idle in the face 
of this challenge,” Abbott said. “We 

will not be victimized as a state by a 
federal government’s apathetic re-
sponse to border security.”

The criticism is similar to what 
then-Texas Gov. Rick Perry said 
last year when he first announced 
the deployment. Perry said at the 
time that he was sending National 
Guard troops — whose stated role 
on the border is provide extra sets of 
eyes but not make arrests — because 
Border Patrol agents were getting 
too overwhelmed. In recent months, 
only a few hundred National Guard 
troops have remained as the mis-
sion has wound down.

Across the border, the Mexican 
foreign ministry released a state-

See BORDER, Page 7

KENILWORTH, N.J. -- Mer-
ck Manuals recently released the 
results of a survey revealing that 
among those who have been sick 
during the holiday season, more 
than half (51 percent) have gone 
shopping while ill and nearly 2 in 3 
(65 percent) confessed to going to 
work or school while sick.

The survey of more than 2,000 
U.S. adults conducted online found 
that although 1 in 4 Americans (28 
percent) are concerned about get-
ting sick from family/friends or 
other travelers during the holiday 
travel season, many continue to put 
others at risk by engaging in regular 
holiday activities while sick. Among 

By Nathaniel Sillin
If you want to uncover new ways 

to save money, start by thinking 
about what you spend on lunch ev-
ery day. 

A new Visa survey shows that 
American consumers are spending 
nearly $3,000 on midday meals 
each year. But don’t lose your appe-
tite – this is actually a great opportu-
nity to budget and save.

The survey reports that the av-
erage American consumer spends 
roughly $53 a week or $2,746 
per year on lunch. For meals out, 
that’s an average of $20 per week 

Shopping trumps health during the holiday season
those who have been sick during the 
holiday season, 36 percent have vis-
ited family/friends at their home, 22 
percent hosted guests at their home, 
and 18 percent used public trans-
portation. The results point to the 
increased likelihood that Americans 
will come in contact with someone 
carrying an illness during the holi-
days while underscoring the impor-
tance of taking extra precautions to 
avoid getting ill in that time period.

“It’s a good idea to approach the 
holidays more like an athletic event 
– where you actually rest up in ad-
vance, make sure you have enough 
regular sleep, drink alcohol mini-
mally, or not at all, and try to avoid 

overeating,” said Dr. Christopher 
Sanford, who runs a travel clinic 
at the University of Washington. 
“If you exercise regularly, continue 
during the holiday season. This will 
bring down stress and put you in a 
better frame of mind.”

According to the survey, a majori-
ty (54 percent) of Americans believe 
they’re more likely to contract an 
illness while traveling than during 
their normal daily routines. Yet 
nearly 1 in 3 (31 percent) said they 
wouldn’t change their family’s travel 
plans to limit contact with others if 
they started exhibiting cold/flu-like 
symptoms. At the same time, 1 in 4 
people (25 percent) do not take any 

extra precautions to stay healthy be-
tween Thanksgiving and New Year’s 
Day.

“Studies have found that trav-
eling through airports and flying 
on planes elevates your risk of get-
ting a head cold or influenza – the 
close quarters and being coughed 
on certainly contribute. Regular 
hand washing actually is a signifi-
cant help,” Sanford said. “It sounds 
very low-tech, but studies show you 
can reduce your risk of catching the 
common cold and influenza just by 
washing your hands with soap and 
water several times a day.”

The survey also addressed how 
Americans handle health problems 

while traveling. If they became sick 
while traveling, 39 percent of Amer-
icans say consulting an online med-
ical resource would be their first 
instinct. This number jumps to 52 
percent among millennials (adults 
age 18-34).

Methodology 
This survey was conducted online 

within the United States by Harris 
Poll on behalf of Merck Manuals 
from Oct. 28-30, 2015, among 2,046 
adults ages 18 and older. This online 
survey is not based on a probability 
sample and therefore no estimate 
of theoretical sampling error can be 
calculated. 

SOURCE Merck & Co., Inc., Kenilworth, NJ, USA 

Americans spend an annual average of $2,746 on lunch
or $1,043 per year. Additionally, 
Americans eat lunch out an average 
of nearly twice a week and spend 
more than $11 per outing compared 
with only $6.30 a day preparing 
their own.

Who are the biggest spenders on 
average in the lunch-out crowd? The 
survey shows that men outspend 
women by a whopping 60 percent. 
Men pay an average of $24.93 each 
week on meals out, while women 
dole out $15.56 by comparison. 
Meanwhile, 32 percent of respon-
dents reported they don’t buy lunch 
out at all.

Additionally, students eat out 
most often and spend the most with 
a weekly average of $27.47; retirees 
spend the least at $13.92. One wor-
risome number is that unemployed 
Americans purchase lunch out more 
than once a week on average, spend-
ing over $15 weekly. 

The most popular spot to eat lunch 
in America is at home. Forty-two 
percent of American consumers re-
port that they typically eat lunch at 
home. The second most popular lo-
cation to eat lunch? Work. While 53 
percent of office workers report they 
eat lunch at work, 26 percent say 

they do so right at their desks. 
As for regional preference, the 

average southern resident spends 
$1,240 a year on lunches out and an 
overall $2,953 between lunches out 
and those made at home. Northeast-
erners came in second with highest 
amount spent on lunching out – 
$1,001. Midwesterners followed at 
$896 and Americans in the western 
states at $866 spend on meals out.

To help Americans monitor their 
spending on the midday meal, Visa 
Inc. has developed a new free Lunch 
Tracker iOS app (https://itunes.ap-
ple.com/us/app/lunch-tracker-1.0/
id1049899081?mt=8) that calcu-
lates monthly and annual spend 
and helps you adjust your spending 

habits to save money. Paying atten-
tion to lunchtime spending habits 
– whether making lunch at home or 
eating out – can greatly impact your 
annual finances. Though lunch is a 
healthy expense, at least some of the 
close to $3,000 could be reallocated 
for other money-smart funds. For 
example, it could be a great start for 
an emergency fund, (http://www.
practicalmoneyskills.com/emer-
gencyfund) rent or mortgage, edu-
cation funds or maybe an affordable 
holiday. 

Bottom line: Small choices can 
have a big impact on your wallet. 
Adjusting and tracking your lunch 
spending habits can be a surprising-
ly large source of savings. 
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Prissy
My name is Prissy, and I’m about 4 months old. I’m spayed, and 
I have magnificent tortie fur! Because of name and the prevail-
ing theory of “tortitude” - Google it - you may think I’m feisty 
and strong-willed. That couldn’t be farther from the truth. I’m 
actually quite shy and quiet, but I love spending time with my 
kennel mate, Pat. He takes great care of me. I love when hu-
mans visit and give me some love. It soothes my soul. I’m ready 
to bring my unique personality home with you. 

Rea
Hi. My name is Rea. I’m about 2 years old, and was rescued 
from another shelter. They say that I’m a Dachshund mix. 
I’m one active little girl. Like any hound, I’m looking for a 
scent, a friend, a job to do, a toy to chase. So when you meet 
me, if you can get me to stop, and rest, you will notice my 
terrific soft coat, and friendly playful manner. I just need 
to find a home that has room to run and play. I know some 
commands. I’m here. I’m ready. Let’s go. 

Put a Paw print in your heart
and a best friend in your home

OPEN
   Tuesday - Friday
         11am - 6 pm
   Saturday
         10 am - 5 pm 

LOCATION
   4140 Valley View Ln.
   Irving, TX 75038
   972-721-7788
   www.DFWHumane.com

ADOPT a new family member today! DONATE if you can not adopt!
Rambler

Subscribe 
to the  

972-870-1992

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
laurier@ramblernewspapers.net

LEGALS

STATE OF WISCONSIN CIRCUIT COURT, MILWAUKEE COUNTY
U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION  4801 Frederica Street, Owensboro, KY 42301, Plaintiff
vs. LARONDA LEE and JOHN DOE, Unknown, Spouse of Laronda Lee, 8033 N. Macar-thur Blvd., Apt. 
2131, Irving, TX 75063, Defendants. Case No. 15CV008792 Code No. 30404
Foreclosure of Mortgage Dollar Amount Greater Than $10,000.00 The Honorable Timothy Dugan FORTY 
DAY SUMMONS THE STATE OF WISCONSIN, TO : LARONDA LEE and JOHN DOE, Unknown Spouse 
of Laronda Lee 8033 N. Macarthur Blvd., Apt. 2131 Irving, TX 75063. You are hereby notified that the 
plaintiff named above has filed a lawsuit or other legal action against you.  The complaint, which is also 
served upon you, states the nature and basis of the legal action.  Within 40 days after December 12, 2015, 
you must respond with a written answer, as that term is used in Chapter 802 of the Wisconsin Statutes, 
to the complaint. The court may reject or disregard an answer that does not follow the requirements of 
the statutes.  The answer must be sent or delivered to the court, whose address is: Clerk of Circuit Court, 
Milwaukee County Courthouse, 901 North 9th Street, Milwaukee WI 53233 and to O’Dess and Associates, 
S.C., Plaintiff’s attorneys, whose address is: O’Dess and Associates, S.C., 1414 Underwood Avenue, Suite 
403, Wauwatosa, Wisconsin 53213. You may have an attorney help or represent you. If you do not provide 
a proper answer within 40 days, the court may grant judgment against you for the award of money or other 
legal action requested in the complaint, and you may lose your right to object to anything that is or may be 
incorrect in the complaint.  A judgment may be enforced as provided by law.  A judgment awarding money 
may become a lien against any real estate you own now or in the future, and may also be enforced by 
garnishment or seizure of property. O’DESS AND ASSOCIATES, S.C. Attorneys for Plaintiff By: M. ABI-
GAIL O’DESS Bar Code No. 1017869 POST OFFICE ADDRESS: 1414 Under-wood Avenue, Suite 403 
Wauwatosa, WI 53213 (414) 727-1591 O’Dess and Associates, S.C., is attempting to collect a debt and any 
information obtained will be used for that purpose. If you have previously received a Chapter 7 Discharge in 
Bankruptcy, this correspondence should not be construed as an attempt to collect a debt.

PUBLIC NOTICE OF AUCTION OF SURPLUS MATERIALS

The Irving ISD, 2621 West Airport Freeway, Irving, Texas 75062 is offering surplus materials for sale by 
online auctions through Lone Star Auctioneers, 4629 Mark IV Parkway, Ft. Worth, Texas 76106. Website is 
http://www.lonestarauctioneers.com. Auction will begin no later than Monday, December 28, 2015 end-
ing no later than noon on Wednesday January 13, 2016. Please see the Lone Star Auctioneers website 
for exact details and dates. Inspection is by appointment only starting Monday, December 28, 2015 to 
Wednesday January 13, 2016 from 7:30am – 10:45am and from 11:45am – 3:00pm at the Pioneer Salvage 
Building located at 3209 W. Pioneer Dr., Irving TX 75061. Goods are sold as is and where is and no war-
ranties express or implied apply. Categories of goods in lots are likely to include but not limited to: materials, 
furniture, equipment and miscellaneous items. For appointment contact: auctions@irvingisd.net or (972) 
600-5132 or (972) 600-5105.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS –
PROPOSED COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT AND ZONING CHANGESCITY OF IRVING 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION AND CITY COUNCIL

Public hearings are held to consider applications for amendments to the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance 
and the Official Zoning Map of the City of Irving, Texas for the properties described herein:

LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas

City Council: Thursday, January 14, 2016, 7 p.m.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT AND ZONING CASE ZC15-0058 – Approximately 2.75 acres 
at 425 S. Loop 12 and 1720 Landmark Road. The applicant is requesting to amend the Comprehensive 
Plan from “Neighborhood Enhancement Zone” and “Low Density Residential” to “Industrial” and rezone 
the property from R-7.5 (Single Family) and S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) for C-OU-2 (Commercial Outdoor) 
district and Warehouse uses to S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for ML-20 (Light Industrial) district uses and 
truck and trailer sales, storage, and repair, to expand the existing commercial use. 

ZONING CASE ZC15-0076 – Approximately 1.19 acres at 8445 N. Belt Line Road. The applicant is re-
questing to rezone the property from S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for C-C (Community Commercial) dis-
trict uses to S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) for C-C (Community Commercial) district uses to allow a reduced 
parking requirement for a multi-tenant building. 

ZONING CASE ZC15-0083 – Approximately 0.35 acres at 1300 E. Airport Freeway.  The applicant is re-
questing to rezone the property from C-C (Community Commercial) district uses to S-P-1 (Detailed Site 
Plan) for C-C (Community Commercial) district uses to redevelop the site with a drive-through restaurant.

ZONING CASE ZC15-0084 – Approximately 0.17 acres at 1602 Cooper Drive. The applicant is requesting 
to rezone the property from S-P (Site Plan) for Aviation Outer Marker Site to R-7.5 (Single Family) district 
for a single family dwelling.

LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas

Planning and Zoning Commission: Monday, January 4, 2015, 7 p.m.
City Council: Thursday, January 14, 2016, 7 p.m.

ZONING CASE ZC15-0094 – Approximately 2.41 acres at 1080-1102 W. Interstate Highway 635. The 
applicant is requesting to rezone the property from C-C (Community Commercial) district to S-P-2 (Gener-
alized Site Plan) for C-C (Community Commercial) district uses to reduce the building setback requirement.

All interested persons are encouraged to attend the public hearings and express their opinions on the 
zoning change request.  Written response for the record may also be submitted to: 

City of Irving – Planning & Community Development Dept., 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 75060

The applications are on file for public review in the Planning & Community Development Dept. at the ad-
dress listed above during normal business hours. For additional information, please contact the Department 
at 972-721-2424. Please reference the case number when requesting information.

This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible parking spaces are available. Requests for interpretation 
services or assistive hearing devices must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. Contact the City Secre-
tary’s Office at (972) 721-2493 for assistance.

and lefts. You’re in the moment and 
somebody says turn by the right 
hand, and it gets hard to remember 
which is which. You pretty much 
only have to know right and left and 
be able to walk for these dances.

“My sister is lead-
ing this group. We 
brought our whole 
family, which is eight 
kids and of course 
mom and dad, with 
four of our friends 
to come and demon-
strate English coun-
try-dance. A lot of 
them have been in 
the Jane Austen films. 
We’re here to show 
everyone some danc-
es and invite them to 
join us,” she said. 

Like Wong, Malone 
was wearing a colonial 
style dress, complete 
with a giant hoop 
skirt, frills and lace. 
The only difference is 
Malone and her fam-
ily makes their own 
gowns. 

“It’s hard to find 
these dresses, and 
they tend to be expen-
sive,” Malone said. “If 
you find them at a cos-
tume shop, they’re not usually good 
quality because it’s more of a fun 
Halloween costume idea. 

“We buy the patterns, and we ac-
tually get pretty creative in the type 
of materials we use. We’ve used old 
table cloths, curtains, just because 

this amount of material is really ex-
pensive. We just piece things togeth-
er and it’s really fun,” she said.

Though the dances were a major 
part of the evening, many guests, 
like Jennifer McCoy and her friends 

Jeremy Burke and Stacey Great-
house, enjoyed the company of the 
Mr. Darcy cutouts standing in front 
of a backdrop of Pemberley. Huge 
fans of everything Austen, the group 
celebrated her legacy. 

“If you’ve read any Jane Aus-

ten, and hopefully you’ve read all 
of them, you know it’s a classic,” 
McCoy said. “I just read Pride and 
Prejudice again so right now that 
one is my favorite, but I bounce be-
tween Sense and Sensibility, Pride 

and Prejudice and 
Persuasion. 

“Sense and Sensi-
bility was my intro-
duction to Jane Aus-
ten, in the form of the 
Emma Thompson 
movie (1995). Then 
I read it and was like 
‘oh my gosh, how did 
it take me so long to 
read this!’ Then my 
college roommate 
said, ‘you have to 
read Pride and Prej-
udice,’ so I read that 
and fell in love with 
it. We watched the 
miniseries (1995). 
That’s what we did 
during finals, and 
that’s how it began 
for me,” she said.

The group may 
have disagreed on 
which book is the 
best, but their favor-
ite portrayal of Dar-
cy was unanimous: 
Collin Firth in the 

mini series. 
“It was great fun! I’m a dance-ahol-

ic, so teach me any dance! It wasn’t 
hard at all, it’s just easy to get con-
fused with someone calling out the 
steps,” McCoy said. “Hopefully they 
do it again next year.” 

Austen
Continued from Page 1

Library guests and an English country dance group cut a rug almost as well as the beloved characters they’re celebrating. / Photo by 
Courtney Ouellette

In a gown and bonnet that would make Jane Austen proud, Stacey Greathouse 
shares a kiss with her favorite Darcy.  / Photo by Courtney Ouellette

SCHAUMBURG, Ill. (AP) — A 
French culinary school best known 
as the alma mater of famed chef Ju-
lia Child is closing its 16 U.S. cam-
puses.

Career Education Corp. cites new 
federal regulations cracking down 
on for-profit career colleges for its 

Cooking school that trained Julia 
Child to close US campuses

decision to stop enrolling new stu-
dents after January and to close its 
campuses by September 2017.

The company says that negoti-
ations with a potential buyer fell 
through.

The Schaumburg, Illinois-based 
company operates cooking schools 

in Atlanta; Austin, Texas; Boston; 
Chicago; Dallas; Las Vegas; Miami; 
suburban Minneapolis; Orlando, 
Florida; Portland, Oregon; Pasade-
na, Sacramento, and San Francisco, 
California; Scottsdale, Arizona; Se-
attle and suburban St. Louis.
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their information on a 
monthly basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have accurate 
information. Listings are limited to the Organization’s name, 
meeting location and time. If an organization wishes to have more 
information than the free listing offers, we will continue to offer 
other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2015 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2015 King Features Synd., Inc.

All Nations Gideons 
International Club of DFW 

10 A.M. Saturday mornings 
2011 W. Irving Blvd. Irving, TX

Call 972-704-6572
American Legion Post #218

Heritage Park Building
215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Buttons & Bows Square 

& Round Dance Club 
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 

Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

Circle I - Square 
& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

God’s Helping Hands Club
2011 W. Irving Blvd. 

972-704-6572 or 
214-732-9263

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Hebrew Torah Scrolls Frame 
Sheets Club

2011 W. Irving Blvd. IRving TX 75061
972-704-6572

Saturdays at 10 AM 
Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
 Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Second Tuesday each month @ 7:30 P.M.

132 E. Second St. Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Los Lupes
In the Irving Mall 

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christain Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Berean Memorial Church

1000 E. 6th Street
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS
* It was noted 20th-century British dys-

topian author George Orwell who made 
the following sage observation: “The na-
tionalist not only does not disapprove of 
atrocities committed by his own side, he has 
a remarkable capacity for not even hearing 
about them.” 

* According to the World Health Organi-
zation, the United States ranks 48th in the 
world in alcohol consumption per capita, 
with the average adult drinking the equiv-
alent nearly 2.5 gallons of pure, undiluted 
alcohol per year. You might be surprised to 
learn that Russia didn’t top the list; Moldo-
va and Lithuania beat out the Russians, and 

Belarus scored the world’s biggest drinkers, with the average adult 
consuming a whopping 4.6 gallons annually.

* Actors Kevin Spacey and Val Kilmer were classmates in high 
school.

* In a 2014 survey conducted by Nutrisystem, 32 percent of re-
spondents said that they hadn’t worn a bathing suit in public in the 
past five years, 20 percent said it had been 10 or more years, and 5 
percent said they had never worn a swimsuit in public. 

* In ancient Egypt, there was a ban on the export of cats, which, 
by the law of supply and demand, increased the value of the pets 
in the rest of the known world. This situation was an irresistible in-
vitation to smugglers, of course; once Phoenician sailors managed 
to surreptitiously bring some felines to buyers around the Mediter-
ranean, breeders took over and ruined the business. 

* The vast nation of Canada got its name from the Iroquois word 
“Kanata,” which means “village.”

***

1. TELEVISION: What was the name of Wilma and Fred’s daughter 
on “The Flintstones”?

2. ROYALS: Which English king founded the House of Tudor? 
3. GEOGRAPHY: Lapland is a region of what country?
4. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What is the name of the Communist 

Party newspaper of Cuba? 
5. ART: What French sculptor unveiled a bronze work in 1904 

called “Le Penseur”?
6. MYTHOLOGY: Which Greek Muse presides over love poetry?
7. HISTORY: In what war were tanks first used?
8. MOVIES: Who were the two male stars in the film “The Philadel-

phia Story”?
9. MEASUREMENTS: What is 1/100th of a second called?
10. ASTROLOGY: What is the 11th sign of the zodiac?

Answers
1. Pebbles
2. Henry VII 
3. Finland
4. Granma 

5. Rodin, “The Thinker”
6. Erato
7. World War I
8. James Stewart and Cary Grant
9. A “jiffy”
10. Aquarius
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UNITY CHURCH
Unity of Irving

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class

11:00 AM Service
& Children’s Church

Reverend Frank Pounders
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-5083

unitychurchofirving.com

Heart of Worship Baptist
2201 W. Shady Grove Rd.

www.howbc.org
Worship: 9 am

Sunday School:10:30 am
Pastor Mike Blalock

214-864-0635

BAPTIST

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third,  75060

972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Second and fourth Sundays

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ, Scientist
2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 75061

972-253-7202
www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-0476

access code 884879
For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

LUTHERAN
Good Shepherd

Lutheran Church
2620 West Grauwyler Rd.

Irving, TX 75061
972-790-2121

www.gslcirving.com
Advent Vespers Wed Evenings
December 2, 9 & 16. 7:00pm

Pastor Bradley T. Carroll

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Belt Line Road

Church of Christ
1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061

1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century
Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Wednesday Worship 7:30 p.m.

972-790-8606 
www.BeltLineChurch.com

Rev. Sara Hardaway, 

WORSHIP
WORSHIP ADS

To list your house of worship in 

the Rambler, please contact 

Laurie at  972-870-1992

 or 

Laurier@ramblernewspapers.net

Plus every Friday night in 

Dec. buy a video for both 

sessions and receive 6 sets 

for both sessions, $0.01 each!

MOVIE REVIEWS
Financial exploitation 
of millions becomes 
entertainment

er than a brilliant mind and sixth 
sense for finance, he just looked. He 
looked where no one else did. What 
he saw was the ginormous housing 
bubble with billions of dollars rid-
ing on it. And he bet against it. Once 
word of this trickled out, it reached 
the ears of other insurance and fi-
nancial brokers who decided that he 
was either right or insane. But the 
more they started digging, the scar-
ier everything looked. And, good or 
bad, they all wanted a piece. 

Plot lines are woven through sep-
arate groups of people all connected 
by their interest in the banks that are 
holding all these mortgages. No one 
is as angry at the system and out for 

 
Synopsis: Four outsiders in the 
world of high-finance who predict-
ed the credit and housing bubble 
collapse of the mid-2000s de-
cide to take on the big banks for 
their lack of foresight and greed. 
Review: The Golden Globes, Critics 
Choice, and many film groups have 
listed The Big Short as a movie to 
see. Whether it be for the ensemble 
cast, individual performances, or the 
directing of Adam McKay there is 
much to applaud. Highlighting one 
of the most confusing and for many 
devastating events of the 2000’s the 
story is fast paced and infuriating. 

Dr. Michael Burry (Christian 
Bale) saw it coming first. How? Oth-

By Matt Mungle 

See REVIEW, Page 8

ment that criticized Abbott’s de-
cision and called for dealing with 
immigration from “an effective and 
humane perspective.” It went on to 
say that the Mexican government 
will monitor to make sure security 
measures don’t impinge on its citi-
zens’ rights.

During a trip to the Texas bor-
der on (Dec. 15), U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection Commissioner R. 
Gil Kerlikowske declined to directly 
comment on Abbott’s order but said 
the Border Patrol works well with all 
the agencies in the area, including 
the Guard.

“They are all in the same areas, 
and they all work together,” he said.

Kerlikowske described the surge 
of Central American children and 
families, who normally turn them-
selves over to Border Patrol agents, 
as a “border management issue” and 
not a “security issue.”

The Obama administration has 
defended the amount of federal re-

sources put toward border security 
in the last two decades as more than 
at any point in history. But a letter 
obtained by The Associated Press 
revealed Sylvia Burwell, the secre-
tary of Health and Human Services, 
renewing concerns to Congress that 
too little money will be available to 
house the latest influx of children.

Federal officials hope to avoid 
a repeat of the crisis it saw in the 
summer of 2014, when tens of thou-
sands of children and families came 
over the border. Border Patrol hold-
ing areas became overcrowded, with 
children sleeping on concrete floors.

Abbott, who took office in Janu-
ary, approved a record $800 million 
in state border security spending 
earlier this year. He also ordered the 
Texas Department of Public Safety 
to increase patrols in the air and on 
the Rio Grande.

Associated Press writer Seth Rob-
bins in McAllen, Texas, contributed 
to this report.

Border
Continued from Page 4

Name: Ms. Betsy 
Age: 3 years old

Weight: 85 pounds
Ms. Betsy was a rescued pup and has 
updated shots, is micro-chipped, house 
broken, takes bilingual commands, and  
is a great watch dog. She is an indoor 
dog. Ms. Betsy’s owner is elderly and 
can no longer care for the her, but wants 
Betsy to go to a good home. Please call 
214-641-5138 for more information. 

Free dog to good home

OBITUARIES
Arrangements by

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
 972-254-4242

William “Bill” Richard Rogers
Nov. 04, 1926 - Dec. 19, 2015

Florence Elizabeth “Betty” Miller
Oct. 18, 1932 - Dec. 19, 2015

Place your obituaries in 

the Rambler
972-870-1992

On Dec. 22 at approximately 7:22 
p.m., the Irving Police Department 
responded to a shooting call at an 
apartment complex in the 800 block 
of S. Nursery Road. 

Officers arrived to find an adult 
male victim lying in the driveway 
suffering from multiple gunshot 
wounds. He was immediately trans-
ported to Parkland Hospital but did 
not survive. 

Officers learned that prior to the 
shooting the victim and an acquain-
tance were in the parking lot having 
a conversation. During that time, 
they were approached by two adult 
black male suspects both of whom 
were armed with handguns. The 
suspects attempted to rob the vic-
tims of their wallets, however, both 

victims began to fight back. 
During the struggle, one victim 

broke free and began to run away. 
At that point, his attacker fired mul-
tiple shots striking the victim. Both 
suspects were seen running away 
before getting into a dark colored 
four door car. They were last seen 
driving away from the complex. 

The investigation is still in the 
early stages and suspect informa-
tion is very limited. 

Anyone with information about 
this crime is asked to contact the 
Irving Police Department at (972) 
273-1010 and reference case num-
ber 15-27368. Additionally, tips may 
also be submitted to ipdcrimetips@
cityofirving.org. 

SOURCE Irving Police Department

Police investigate 
shooting homicide
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By Ken Sweet, AP Business Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — Is it a dime? 

Or is it a nail?
In probably one of the oddest 

items to come to the world of coin 
collecting, Dallas-based Heritage 
Auctions has announced the sale 
of a Roosevelt dime that was acci-
dentally (or some say deliberately) 
struck onto a zinc nail.

Yes, that piece of ironmongery 
used to repair your roof.

The dime/nail is estimated to be 
worth roughly $10,000.

In the billions of coins it has made 
over its history, the U.S. Mint has 
made more than a few errors. There 
were Lincoln pennies that were 
struck onto the material for a dime, 
Washington quarters struck more 
than once, wrong dates on coins, 
etc. Most errors are caught by the 
Mint, but occasionally a few make 
it out into circulation. Those error 
coins have been highly sought by 
collectors.

This error coin coming to auction 

Error coin, a dime struck onto 
a nail, is headed to auction

in January in Tampa, Florida, is one 
of the more bizarre errors to come 
to public attention. In a weird lin-
guistic twist, another name for the 
2-inch nail is a sixpenny nail.

“It is certainly the most unusu-
al item I have had to catalog in my 
career,” said Mark Borckardt, the 
senior numismatist at Heritage New 
York-based Auctions. A numisma-
tist is person who studies or collects 
coins or bank notes.

It is not the first coin printed onto 
a nail, however, said Fred Wein-
berg, a coin dealer considered one 
of the top experts in error coins. A 
few pennies in the late 1970s were 
struck onto nails. This dime/nail is 
undated, so there is no way to tell 
when the item was created. Wein-
berg said it is possible the dime/nail 
was made on purpose by a rogue 
Mint employee.

Despite it not being one of a kind, 
Weinberg says, there are probably 
only about a half dozen coin/nail ex-
amples known and only two dimes. 

He expects the dime/nail to sell for 
roughly $10,000, but public interest 
could raise that amount.

A spokesman for the U.S. Mint 
was unavailable to answer the ques-
tion of whether the nail/dime is con-
sidered valid currency.

The Heritage auction that in-
cludes the nail/dime also includes 
several other notable error coins. 
There will be a 1943 Lincoln penny 
struck in bronze, which would seem 
not out of the ordinary except for the 
fact that the U.S. Mint changed the 
composition of the penny in 1943 to 
steel to save copper for the war ef-
fort. 1943 bronze pennies typically 
sell for $200,000 to $300,000.

On the flip side, Heritage will also 
be auctioning a 1944 penny that was 
struck in steel, not bronze.

The auction for the dime/nail will 
be Jan. 6 as part of a larger Heritage 
auction. Electronic bidding for the 
coin has already started, however. 
The current price for the item is 
$3,200.

Review
Continued from Page 7

blood more than Mark Baum (Steve 
Carell) who rose to fame betting 
against subprime mortgages. Then 
there is Jared Vennett (Ryan Gos-
ling) a mortgage trader for Deut-
sche Bank whose insight helped 
him to win big as well. And finally 
Ben Rickert (Brad Pitt), a reclusive 
and eccentric broker who along 
with Cornwall Capital walked away 
with close to eighty million in profit. 
Several of the names were changed. 
Some were not. But the facts remain 
as detailed in the book by Michael 
Lewis, The Big Short: Inside the 
Doomsday Machine. 

The entire crisis of 2008 is almost 
impossible to understand. The Big 
Short does a decent job of making it 
clear and decipherable to the com-
mon man. McKay will take a break 
from the business jargon to have 
real celebrities define and interpret 
hard to grasp phrases using met-
aphors and smaller words. This is 
both clever and distracting. Though, 

yes, it does help, it also breaks the 
rhythm of the script. Having Selena 
Gomez talk to me about how the fi-
nancial betting world works is a tad 
demoralizing. 

If you are looking for outstanding 
performances there are two in this 
one: Steve Carell and Christian Bale. 
Though they are never on screen to-
gether, theirs are the characters to 
watch. Burry with his savant mind 
and Baum with his passionate zeal 
are fodder for explosive and high ve-
locity characters. 

The bottom line and most thought 
provoking thing about the film is, 
who do you root for? You definite-
ly can’t root for the banks and the 
mortgage companies. These fat cats 
are making zillions off of hard work-
ing Americans. You can maybe look 
at those who took them on as he-
roes, but in the end, they made bil-
lions too. As always, it is the middle 
and lower classes that lost. And lost 
big. So there is no winner. No shin-

ing moment. No let’s cheer for Cap-
tain Vengeance! If you are hoping 
for an “Erin Brockovich” this mov-
ie has none. But it is still incredibly 
insightful, and at times, mind-blow-
ing. 

The Big Short is rated R for per-
vasive language and some sexuality/
nudity. The sexuality/nudity is brief 
and most adults will be able to gloss 
over it with little objection. It is in-
tended for thinking adults and those 
who, like me, love a chance to peak 
behind the scenes of some of our 
world’s most prominent news head-
lines. The language is prominent but 
fits the frustration of the characters.  

I give it 4 out of 5 dotted lines. It is 
a shocking story that will make you 
shake your head in bewilderment. 
It is also sobering to think that it 
could easily happen again. All of this 
topped off with fine dramatic per-
formances.

 Flagpole Dedication
In Honor of Dick and Jolene Lear

December 31, 2015  10:00 a.m. 
Irving High School

Irving Circle of Prayer will be dedicating a flag 
pole in honor of Dick and Jolene Lear on New 
Year’s Eve at the new JV Stadium behind the Field 
House at Irving High School. This flagpole has 
been donated by their friends as a special thank 
you and tribute to the Lears for their outstanding 
service, their support and their generosity that 
has benefited our community in so many big and 
small ways.

We will be closed New Years Day


