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Surrounded by his family and friends during a flagpole dedication ceremony in his honor, Dick Lear received praise and thanks from 
several members of the community, including the Superintendent of Irving ISD, Dr. Jose Parra, who shared the story of how the two 
met. / Photo by John Starkey

Flagpole dedication honors Dick Lear

Tastey hamburgers 
brighten New Year

Anniversary of abduction 
raises parental awareness 

Coppell water rates 
to increase Feb. 1

By Jess Paniszczyn
The aroma of hamburgers cook-

ing on the grill filled the parking lot 
of the city’s Human Services Build-
ing, 440 South Nursery Road, as the 
sun shined on the final day of the 
old year. Members of the Ambucs 
and the Lions Club were joined by a 
variety of community volunteers to 
help prepare hamburgers donated 
by Sonic to provide a complementa-
ry meal to those in need.

“We do this to feed the homeless,” 
said Bruce Burns, Ambucs special 
events coordinator. “It’s a neat thing 
to do to finish the year off and start 
the New Year.

“New Year’s Eve is a special time 
to celebrate the previous year and to 
celebrate the incoming year. We try 
to make sure that all the homeless 
have something to eat and a good 
hot meal.”

Begun three years ago, the event 
has become a bit of a tradition for 
members of the Ambucs organiza-
tion.

“We are very fortunate to help 
others who are in need and to share 
a lunch of hamburgers today,” Am-

During their Dec. 8 regular meet-
ing, Coppell City Council unani-
mously approved an ordinance to 
raise the current water and sewer 
rates by 15 percent beginning Feb. 
1. The City has not raised water and 
sewer rates since 1994.

The current rates have provided 
the water/sewer fund with a healthy 
operating reserve, the ability to 
make bond payments and fund all 
operating and capital expenses from 
existing revenue levels and reserves. 
However, the City has experienced 
an increase in costs from Trinity 
River Authority (TRA) related to in-
creased flow coming from Coppell. 
The increase in TRA cost is estimat-
ed to be $1.1 million for fiscal year 
2016. 

The City has also been notified by 
Dallas Water Utilities (DWU) that 
they are passing along a 27 percent 
increase in water volume rates and 
a 9 percent increase in the water 
demand rate related to a dispute 
between DWU and the Sabine River 
Authority. These two items increase 

bucs member John Luna said. “It’s 
one of those events when the total 
community comes out and becomes 
involved. It’s a total community out-
pouring to help the less fortunate 
here in the Irving area.

“This event closes out one year, 
and hopefully hopeful things will 
happen in the new year. In my opin-
ion, it helps the homeless know 
there are people who care about 
them from the beginning to the end. 
As long as we can help our commu-
nity and give them hope along with 
hamburgers, they will see there are 
people who care about them.”

Datina Bari was running errands 
with her three daughters when she 
needed to stop at the Human Ser-
vices Building on New Years’ Eve. 
When the ladies were invited to en-
joy hamburgers, the girls were more 
than happy to join the festivities. 

“I was going to go to McDonald’s, 
but my kids wanted to eat here. I 
didn’t have to go to McDonald’s and 
listen to a bunch of screaming,” Bari 
said. “It’s a good thing that they’re 
doing this for people who don’t have 
food. It’s pretty cool.”

the cost of providing water and sew-
er service to customers today. 

In addition the Engineering De-
partment identified the need for a 
second source pump station and 
ground storage tank. The cost of this 
project will require the issuance of 
$10 million in revenue bonds. Rev-
enue bond debt covenants require 
the Water Sewer Fund to maintain 
rates at a level providing net reve-
nues equal to 125 percent of the av-
erage bond payment. 

The dollars collected from the in-
crease will allow the City to accom-
plish the following:

cover the increase in costs from 
DWU,

cover the increase in costs from 
TRA related to the infiltration and 
inflow problem,

provide at least 180 days of ex-
penses in operating reserves,

provide a sufficient amount of 
money in reserves to cover unantic-
ipated expenses and/or lower than 

PROSPER -- The 20th anniver-
sary of the tragedy which resulted 
in the establishment of the Amber 
Alert system in cases of missing chil-
dren occurs on Jan. 13. 

“Those of us who were around the 
area when Amber Hagerman was 
abducted and murdered recall it viv-
idly,” Prosper Assistant Police Chief 
Gary McHone said. “That tragedy, 
which spawned the alert system now 
used nationwide, illustrated that it 
can happen anywhere, anytime.” 

In commemoration of the anni-
versary, Prosper Police encourage 
parents to adopt the following three 
strategies to help prevent a recur-
rence of the 1996 abduction. 

By Courtney Ouellette
A group of Irving residents gath-

ered at Irving High School to honor 
a family that has touched the lives of 
many people in the community. The 
Irving Circle of Prayer dedicated a 
flagpole to Dick Lear and his family 
on New Year’s Eve for their decades 
of generosity and support to the 
community and the Irving school 
district. 

Dick arrived in Irving in 1964 and 
eventually established several Son-
ic Drive-Ins. Throughout the years, 
the Lear family has dedicated time 
and funds to organizations includ-
ing the Irving Family Advocacy Cen-
ter, Irving ISD, AMBUCS and the 

Irving Police Association. 
“They told me last week that they 

were going to do this but I never 
expected all of this,” Dick said. “We 
really appreciate everyone coming 
out here.”

Several friends and family mem-
bers shared stories and ways in 
which Dick impacted their lives, in-
cluding Irving ISD Superintendent 
Dr. Jose Parra.

“I started back in January 2014 
and not long after I started, I was in-
vited to a breakfast at Danals,” Parra 
said. “The thing that struck me was 
I could just sense the giving spirit of 
Dick Lear. The longer I’ve been in 

First, create a family-only pass-
word with your children. When a 
need arises to send someone to pick 
them up or when an emergency 
happens, teach your children to ask 
for the password and only go with 
those who know it. 

“If necessary, change the pass-
word if it becomes compromised,” 
the Chief said. 

Second, make it a point to know 
how much information about your 
children is readily available. Refrain 
from adding their names to back-
packs, and when posting informa-
tion on social media, do not include 

their home address or school sched-
ule or any information that can be 
used to track them. 

Finally, create a free, private and 
secure Safety Profile for your house-
hold at www.smart911.com which 
can include current photos and 
physical descriptions of your chil-
dren. 

“If a child goes missing and a fam-
ily member calls 9-1-1, their profile 
can be seen by the dispatcher,” he 
added. “This allows the operator to 
share the child’s photo and descrip-
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Flagpole
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BW Collision Repair, Inc.
208 Mavis l Irving TX

972-438-6766 l www.bwcollision.com

Irma Vega-Zadeh named interim principal 
of Irving ISD Keyes Elementary School

The Irving Police Department 
conducted DWI No-Refusal opera-
tions over the New Year’s Eve hol-
iday weekend. The operations took 
place on the nights of Thursday, 
Dec. 31, and Friday, Jan. 1, by means 
of a grant from the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation. 

During No-Refusal operations, 
those arrested for DWI are offered 

Irma Vega-Zadeh, who led Paul 
Keyes Elementary School as prin-
cipal from 2006 to 2012 before she 
retired, returns to the campus to 
serve as the interim principal for the 
remainder of the 2015-2016 school 
year. 

With 13 years experience in Irving 

ISD and 35 years in education, Ve-
ga-Zadeh says it’s an honor to return 
to Irving ISD and serve the students. 

“I plan to do the best job that I 
can to help prepare our children for 
a bright and promising future,” Ve-
ga-Zadeh said. 

Vega-Zadeh’s experience in Irving 

ISD includes six years as principal 
at Keyes Elementary, seven years as 
principal of Pierce Early Childhood 
School and substitute and interim 
appointments since her retirement 
in 2012. Prior to her work in Irving, 
she worked for 20 years in Dallas 
ISD, holding positions as a teacher, 

staff development coordinator, as-
sistant principal and as the assistant 
to an area superintendent. 

“Ms. Vega-Zadeh is a seasoned 
and accomplished principal who has 
served in a variety of educational 
roles in both Dallas and Irving ISD,” 
Superintendent Jose L. Parra, Ed.D. 
said. “Her last principalship was at 
Paul Keyes Elementary, where she 
led the campus to unprecedented 
success. We look forward to Ms. 

Vega-Zadeh’s passion and urgency 
as interim principal at Paul Keyes 
Elementary.”

Vega-Zadeh earned a bachelor’s 
degree in elementary education with 
a bilingual certification and a minor 
in Spanish from Texas Woman’s 
University (TWU). She also holds a 
master’s degree in early childhood 
education from Texas State Univer-
sity and administration certification 
from TWU. 

SOURCE Irving ISD

Irving ISD the more I’ve come to see 
that was not anything but the right 
sense, because every person that 
you see has Dick Lear’s thumbprint 
on them somehow. I want to thank 
the entire Lear family and especial-
ly Dick for what you’ve done for the 
school district, for the tremendous 
support you give to the community.” 

Also a large presence in the com-
munity and charitable causes, Bruce 
Burns gave thanks to the Lears for 
the differences they have made over 
the years.

“I just want to thank Dick and 
Jolene for everything they’ve done 
in the community,” Burns said. “I 
met him in 1974 when I helped Dick 
and Jolene get into their first unit 
on Pioneer. I watched them and 
their family flourish and grow. They 
mean so much in the community, 
and it’s a blessing and pleasure to be 
here today and to have had a part in 
making sure that we did something 
to honor Dick and Jolene forever.” 

Irving High School Campus Ath-
letic Coordinator and Head Football 
Coach Aaron De La Torre made an 
emotional tribute to Dick and his 
family.  

“When Bruce called and told me 
that we were doing this flagpole cer-
emony for the Lears, of course I was 
very excited,” De La Torre said. “I 
was born and raised here. Me and 
Jason [Lear] actually graduated to-
gether. We got to have a lot of good 
times out here. I remember vividly 
one of the first things that ever hap-
pened to me as a young man playing 
football. 

“I had gotten hurt one time, and 
we were playing at South Grand 
Prairie. I remember the first two 
things I saw were [Mr. Lear’s] face 
and my dad’s face, and the concern, 
the ‘Are you going to be all right?’ 
I’m not his son, but he has always 
treated me like his son. And at that 
moment and from that moment on, 
I’ve always known how he cared 
about me.

“When I applied for the head 

coaching job here at Irving High 
School, Coach Bennett was retiring. 
I had told Coach Bennett, ‘Hey, I’m 
going to apply for the head coaching 
job.’ He was excited and I said ‘Don’t 
say anything to anybody, because I 
want to keep this under wraps be-
fore we get going,’” De La Torre said.

“Well, about five minutes after I 
got off the phone with Coach Ben-
nett, Mr. Lear calls me. Mr. Lear, 
tells me ‘Hey I hear you’re applying 
for the head coaching job at Irving,’ 
and I go, ‘Yeah, not too many people 

know about it though, but yes sir I 
am.’ And he goes ‘Well, I want you 
to know you have my full support, 
and I am behind you 110 percent, 
because I believe in you.’” 

Because of his absolute faith in De 
La Torre, Dick let members of the 
school district know.

“’I had never been to the admin 
building and I went over there to 
advocate for you,’” Dick told De La 
Torre. “’I know you probably didn’t 
want me to, but I didn’t really care. I 
wanted to.’”

Former Irving High School head football coach Jim Bennett and current head football 
coach Aaron De Le Torre share how they were impacted by Dick Lear and his family. / 
Photo by John Starkey

The City of Coppell celebrated the 
32ndAnniversary of National Night 
Out on Tuesday, Oct. 6, with over 
63 block parties throughout the city. 
This unique nationwide program is 
designed to heighten crime preven-
tion awareness, strengthen neigh-
borhood spirit, and establish better 
police-community partnerships.

The Coppell Police Department 
coordinated over 25 teams of Oof-
ficers, the Mayor and city council, 
the city manager and staff, the fire 

department and volunteers to visit 
the block parties. The block captains 
did an outstanding job this year, 
having food trucks, bounce houses, 
snow cones and popcorn, catered 
and grilled food, and even a train for 
the kids.

After the big night, the Coppell 
Police Department sent a post proj-
ect report to the National Associ-
ation of Town Watch for judging. 
This year Coppell received 1st place 
in the State of Texas and 3rd in the 

nation for Category 4, population 
15,000-49,999.

This is the 10thyear in a row that 
Coppell has received 1st in Tex-
as, and 10th year in a row to be in 
the top three in the country. The 
Coppell Police Department wants 
to thank all of the great Coppell 
citizens that participated; and the 
various departments of the City of 
Coppell, and all the wonderful vol-
unteers that assisted with this year’s 
National Night Out.

SOURCE City of Coppell

Coppell NNO rank 1st in TX for 10th yr.

New Year’s Eve weekend 
DWI no-refusal results

only a blood test to determine their 
blood alcohol concentration. A 
search warrant, authorizing a blood 
draw, is sought for anyone refusing 
consent to a blood test. 

A total of 17 DWI arrests were 
made and 41 citations were issued 
by officers working grant funded 
positions over the holiday weekend. 
Of those 17 arrests, 1 was a felony 

offense and 7 required search war-
rants to obtain a blood sample. 

The Irving Police Department 
will continue to participate in these 
grant-funded operations as they 
have shown continued success in Ir-
ving and across the state. 

SOURCE Irving Police Department
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Abductions
Continued from Page 1

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Adopt a Large Dog
January 9
Resolve to bring more love into your life this 
year! Open your heart and your home and 
adopt a large dog (40 pounds or heavier) for 
only $20.16 on Jan. 9 as part of our Give BIG 
Love adoption event! 
Irving Animal Services, in conjunction 
with the DFW Humane Society, is offering 
discounted adoption fees. All adopted pets 
are up-to-date on vaccinations, spayed or 
neutered and microchipped. 

Town Hall Meeting
January 11, 6:30 to 8 p.m.
The Irving Arts Center is conducting an as-
sessment of the arts and cultural resources, 
as well as opportunities, in the City of Irving. 
Options to provide input include:
Arts Center Town Hall Meeting, Irving Arts 
Center, 3333 N. MacArthur Blvd.
Residents are invited to join the conversation, 
as the center strives to learn more about the 
community’s interest in participating in the 
arts and the future of the arts in Irving. 

Irving Heritage Society
January 13, 7pm
The Irving Heritage Society will host a pro-
gram at the Irving Arts Center on Wednesday, 
January 13, at 7pm. Todd Hawkins, Execu-
tive Director of the Irving Arts Center, will 
present a program on “Home is where the 
art is” immediately following a brief general 

meeting. The Irving Arts Center is located at 
3333 North MacArthur. Refreshments will be 
served and the public is invited.

Grief Workshop
January 15, 10 a.m. to noon
VNA Hospice Care will hold a grief support 
workshop – Good Grief. This free event is 
open to members of the community grieving 
the death of a loved one and will be held at 
The Patrick and Beatrice Haggerty Center lo-
cated at 1440 W. Mockingbird Lane in Dallas.
Good Grief is a workshop about the grieving 
process, designed to give participants an 
overview of grief and some tools to help 
during the grief journey. We will talk about 
grief myths, common grief reactions and 
ways to cope. Participants will also have 
opportunities to share about their loss 
experiences.
Reservations are required. Please contact 
VNA Bereavement Coordinator Sue Rafferty 
at 214-689-2922 to RSVP.

Turn off the Sprinkler System 
Have you turned off your automatic sprinklers 
yet? Leaving your automatic irrigation system 
on creates the possibility that the system will 
operate during or just before temperatures 
drop below freezing. 
Irrigation overflows can create potential for 
dangerous ice to form in the winter. Irving’s 
Water Utilities team encourages residents 
and businesses to turn sprinklers off until 
spring. 

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
laurier@ramblernewspapers.net

Notice of Destruction of Special Education Students Records
The Irving Independent School District will destroy special education records for 
students who moved from the District, graduated, and/or exited the program during 
the 2008-2009 and 2009-2010 school years. Parents or students 18 years or older 
who would like to have a copy of their records must submit a written request to Irving 
ISD, Attention: Records Officer, P.O. Box 152637, Irving, Texas 75015-2637 or in 
person: 3620 Valley View, Irving, Texas 75062. All requests must be received in 
writing by Friday, February 5, 2016.

 TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION - DALLAS DISTRICT
NOTICE AFFORDING AN OPPORTUNITY FOR A PUBLIC HEARING

Department Policies Affecting Bicycle Use on the State Highway System
In accordance with Texas Administrative Code, Title 43, § 25.55(b), the Texas Department 
of Transportation (TxDOT) – Dallas District is offering the opportunity for a public hearing on 
district transportation programs and policies affecting bicycle use on the state highway system.

The purpose of this notice is to allow any person an opportunity to request, in writing, that a 
public hearing be held to explain the bicycle policies and programs. A mailing list will be devel-
oped by the district on this topic, and interested individuals and groups may submit a request 
to be added to the list.

All interested individuals may request a public hearing be held by submitting a written request, 
by mail, to the TxDOT Dallas District - Advance Project Development, 4777 East Highway 
80, Mesquite, Texas 75150-6643, Attn: Sandra J. Williams. All written requests must be post-
marked on or before Tuesday, January 19, 2016 to be included as a part of the official public 
hearing request record. In the event a public hearing is requested, a hearing will be scheduled 
and notices will be published indicating the hearing date and location. For additional information 
please contact Ms. Williams at (214) 320-6686 or sandra.williams2@txdot.gov.

Main Location: 118 E. Irving Blvd.
Open Thurs - Sat
Call Flo 214-543-1708

Visit one of our pop-up shops inside:
Curiosity Shop 1216 Rock Island Rd.  

FLC Boutique 114 E. Irving Blvd. 

Furniture & Collectibles
Vintage jewelery/clothing & china/silver/linens

The City of Coppell is seeking 
community input regarding tran-
sit needs from those interested in 
transportation service for seniors 
and those with disabilities. Re-
sponses will help identify the un-
met transportation needs as well as 
assist with developing solutions to 
meet the needs within the Coppell 
community.  

Unmet transportation needs can 
be defined as existing transit ser-
vices or service alternatives, or trips 
that are not adequately meeting the 
identified transportation needs of 
residents. If you are the caretaker 
of an individual who requires trans-
portation for medical purposes or 
ordinary daily activities including 
employment, and needs assistance 
completing the survey, please take 

tion to responders in the field imme-
diately.” 

The National Center for Missing 
and Exploited Children says the 
first three hours are the most criti-
cal when trying to locate a missing 
child. Without a Smart911 profile, it 
may take as much as an hour to dis-
tribute a current photo to officers in 
the field. 

“A missing child is a terrifying 
nightmare for parents and guard-

They were married in Dallas, TX on January 9, 1943.  
LeRoy is a lifelong resident of Irving.  After spending three 
years in the Army Air Corps stationed in Kansas City, Kan-
sas and Stockton, California, they returned home to the Tol-
er family farm in the Elm community of Irving, built a house 
and raised their family.  They still live there today.  They 
have two children, Bob Toler and Sharon Hix; six grand-
children, Robin Fenley, Brian Hix, Heather Cozart, Janet 
McMillen, Lisa Simms, and Jennifer Neumann; and nine 
great grandchildren, Jarrett and Addison Fenley, Elleson 
and Elin Cozart, Kendall and Leyton Simms, Reagan and 
Dale Hix, and Piper Neumann.  They will celebrate their an-
niversary with all their family.

ANNIVERSARY
LeRoy and Clereta Toler celebrate 
73rd wedding anniversary on Jan. 9

The SIMA Fab 50 #7 national-
ly ranked Cowboys Varsity Soccer 
team kicked off their preseason play 
with a scrimmage against Fab 50 #4 
nationally ranked Frisco Wakeland 
on New Year’s Eve day at CHS’s Bud-
dy Echols Field.  The first half ended 
with the Wolverines up 1-0, but the 
Cowboys came back in the 2nd half 
with Parker McClure scoring off of 
a throw in by Tanner Traw to tie it 
1-1.  With three seconds remaining 
in the game, Nick Taylor scored off 
of a free kick by Alex Haas for the 2-1 
win.  The JV Cowboys had a big 5-0 
win in their scrimmage against the 
JV Wolverines.  

 The Cowboys travel to Plano on 
Tuesday, Jan. 5th to scrimmage the 
Fab 50 #3 nationally ranked Plano 
West Wolves at 7:30 pm.  

 The Cowboys will host the North 
Texas Elite Showcase Tournament 
Thursday, Jan. 7th through Satur-
day, Jan. 9th in Coppell.  Fourteen 
teams from across the Metroplex 
and beyond will be coming to play at 
Coppell High School’s Buddy Echols 
Field (CHS Stadium) and Coppell 
Middle North’s turf field.  Come out 
and see some of the best high school 
soccer in the country right in your 
own backyard!  You will not want 

ians,” McHone said. “When some-
thing like this happens, it’s very 
difficult to think straight, to even be 
able to give a good description of the 
child. Having a Smart911 profile can 
make an incredible difference.” 

The Smart911 service also allows 
for residents to receive notifications 
on weather emergencies and other 
similar alerts. 

SOURCE The Town of Prosper

Cowboys soccer kicks season 
off with showcase tournament

to miss the Varsity Cowboys taking 
on Fab 50 #2 nationally ranked Ar-
lington Sam Houston on Saturday, 
Jan. 9th at 12 noon at CHS Stadium.  
Please visit the Cowboys website for 
a complete schedule of all teams:  
coppellsoccer.com

 Admission prices:  adults:  $10 
weekend pass, $5 per game, H.S. 
students: $3, middle school and 
younger: free

Cowboys Varsity schedule (all 
games at CHS Stadium):  

 Thurs. 1/7 v. McNeil H.S. @ 7pm 
 Friday 1/8 v. John Paul II  @ 5pm
 Sat.     1/9 v. Arlington Sam Hous-

ton @ 12pm
Cowboys JV schedule (all games 

at CHS Stadium):
Thurs. 1/7 v. Burleson Centennial 

Varsity @ 1pm
 Friday 1/8 v. WT White Varsity 

@ 3pm
 Sat.     1/9 v. North Crowley Var-

sity @ 2pm
Source Cowboys Varsity Soccer 

Coppell launches transit survey
a moment to answer the questions 
from his or her perspective.

The City is exploring this ser-
vice as a means to serve those 
members of the community that 
need transportation.  

“Particularly our citizens that 
are seniors and that have dis-
abilities are still in need trans-
portation to allow them to live 
as independently as possible,” 
said deputy city manager, Ma-
rio Canizares. “Our local demo-
graphics show that citizens are 
choosing to make Coppell their 
home for the long term and way 
beyond child raising years and 
there needs to be viable transpor-
tation options.”  

During the month of Novem-
ber, the City hosted two public 

meetings seeking input from 
those interested in transportation 
service for seniors and those with 
disabilities. About 100 people at-
tended the two meetings hosted 
by the City of Coppell in conjunc-
tion with Metrocrest Services and 
the North Central Texas Council 
of Governments.

The survey is available online 
athttp://coppelltx.gov/transit. The 
survey will close Jan. 29, at 5 p.m. If 
you need assistance taking the sur-
vey please call the City Manager’s 
Office at 972-304-7016, Monday 
through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  

To view the latest information 
regarding this topic visit coppelltx.
gov/transit.

SOURCE City of Coppell

Head Coach Chad Rakestraw and the varsity Cowboys gather before the start of a scrimmage against Frisco Wakeland. / Courtesy Photo
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CARRIERS NEEDED!
We currently have routes open for single copy 
and home delivery. Pay between $65 and $95 a 
week. Signing bonus available. All routes are in 
the Irving area. 
Must have own 
transportation, 
drivers license, 
and insurance. 
For more 
information 
call 214-676-1145 
and ask for 
Laurie, or email 
laurier@ramblernewspapers.net.

Water
Continued from Page 1

anticipated revenues,
ability to issue bonds for second 

source pump station, as well as two 
future issues of $5 million each for 
the replacement of water lines, re-
placement of Sandy Lake Lift Sta-
tion, and Phase 3 of the infiltration 
and inflow project,

ability to meet bond covenant 
coverage requirements for revenue 
bonds, 

ability to increase amount avail-
able for maintenance and capital 
items such as repainting or cleaning 
of the water towers, replacement of 
water meters, supply of vehicles and 

equipment necessary for the various 
jobs, rehabilitation of the lift station, 
etc., and

provide funds for the repair and 
replacement of aging water/sewer 
infrastructure.

The rates shown in the ordinance 
translate into a 15 percent or $11.52 
increase in the average monthly res-
idential water bill. The increase will 
take effect on Feb. 1. Contact Water 
Billing at 972-304-3695 for more 
information or email H2oBills@
coppelltx.gov. 

SOURCE City of Coppell

By Nathaniel Sillin 
Preparing your kids for college 

isn’t just about the money you’ve 
put aside for tuition, room and 
board. It’s about making deadlines, 
making the right choices and mak-
ing sure your teen has the proper life 
and money skills to make college a 
success. 

Consider a college-planning 
calendar you and your universi-
ty-bound student can follow. Here 
are some seasonal activities to con-
sider adding to yours: 

Winter    
No matter how you’ve prepared 
financially for your teen’s college 
education, kick off the year with a 
visit to a qualified financial and tax 
professional. You might also con-
sider paying for a separate advisory 
session for your teen so they know 
how to handle money before they 
leave for college. January is also a 

A year-round college-planning calendar 
for parents and prospective students

good month to learn about the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid, 
better known as the FAFSA (https://
fafsa.ed.gov), as it’s best to fill out 
the form right after Jan.1 to avoid 
missing out on available federal and 
state (https://fafsa.ed.gov/dead-
lines.htm) aid going into your teen’s 
freshman year. That first FAFSA fil-
ing will give you an idea of what your 
Effective Family Contribution (EFC) 
(http://www.practicalmoneyskills.
com/collegeaid) will be.

Consult trusted friends and family 
members for their advice on afford-
ing college and strategies to secure 
grants and scholarships. Resources 
like FinAid.org and Edvisors.com 
are good resources for ways to af-
ford college, but it also helps to have 
face-to-face expertise.

Start evaluating potential schools 
with your teen. The U.S. Depart-
ment of Education’s College Afford-

ability and Transparency Center 
(http://collegecost.ed.gov) features 
a range of calculators and resourc-
es to help you narrow down school 
choices with the chance for your 
teen to secure the most scholarships 
and grants – money that doesn’t 
have to be paid back. 

Spring   
Springtime is a good season to start 
talking about summer jobs and 
internships (http://www.practi-
calmoneyskills.com/summerjob) 
that will make for a more attractive 
college application. Internship ap-
plication periods may be year-round 
with many deadlines happening in 
the gall. If you are expecting your 
teen to contribute some part of their 
earnings or savings for future col-
lege costs, it’s worthwhile to review 
earning, spending, budgeting, tax 
and savings fundamentals they’ll 
need to manage money in school. 

Also, if your teen hasn’t been ex-
posed to banking on a regular basis, 
it’s time. Work with them to com-
pare fees and services on various 
checking and savings accounts and 
consider whether it might be wise 
for you to bank with the same insti-
tution to allow for easier transfer of 
necessary funds from your account 
to theirs. Also encourage them to 

find an organized way of keeping 
track of their finances on paper, on 
computer or online (https://www.
mint.com).

Summer    
Summer is a time for fun, but it’s also 
a good time to research potential 
schools and scholarship programs 
and even take a quick campus tour. 
The U.S. Department of Education’s 
scholarship site (https://studentaid.
ed.gov/sa/types/grants-scholar-
ships/finding-scholarships) offers 
basic guidance in finding such mon-
ey and local companies and orga-
nizations – including places where 
your teen can work or intern – may 
offer local awards.

If your teen is heading into their 
senior year, the fall is going to be 
busy. Get admissions test dates and 
college admissions deadlines down 
on your calendar as soon as possi-
ble. Also budget for college applica-
tion fees as well as fees for admis-
sions prep tests and the main SAT 
or ACT tests (more on that below) 
which may cost well in excess of $50 
based on which test – or tests – your 
teen needs to take. 

Fall    
Fall is the season for college ad-
missions tests, but for students 
with extra time before graduation, 

it’s also the season for test prep 
(http://www.usnews.com/educa-
tion/best-colleges/test-prep). High-
er-scoring students on such achieve-
ment tests generally are in a better 
position for admissions or certain 
types of financial aid. High-school 
sophomores take the PSAT as a 
primary qualification for National 
Merit Scholarships, but it also gives 
an early indication of how students 
may do during their junior year on 
their ACT or SAT test, whichever 
they are encouraged to take. Get 
your student to check directly with 
the colleges of their choice to see 
which tests they require. 

Finally, the closer your teen gets 
to freshman year, the more specific 
the dates on the calendar become. 
For college-bound seniors, fall is 
the time for narrowing down college 
choices after visits, interviews or au-
ditions so applications can be sent. 
Once acceptance letters arrive, it’s 
time for parents and teens to evalu-
ate financial aid packages. 

Bottom line: Creating a col-
lege-planning calendar can help you 
and your teen target desired schools, 
learn about money management 
and break down funding obstacles. 
Set it up as early as possible. 

How to be charitable 
on a tight budget
By Nathaniel Sillin

If you’ve ever wondered if you can 
be charitable with only a few extra 
dollars in your wallet or a little bit of 
free time, the answer is yes. You just 
have to get a little creative. 

In the Chronicle of Philanthropy’s 
latest analysis of charitable giving, 
it appears people who earned less 
were giving more. Based on state-
by-state tax data, the nonprofit in-
dustry trade publication reported 
that between 2006 to 2012, Amer-
icans earning more than $200,000 
gave a smaller percentage of their 
income to charity while those earn-
ing less than $100,000 actually gave 
more during the same period. 

Wherever you stand on the in-
come scale, stretching charitable 
dollars or time should begin with a 
little planning. Here are five steps to 
consider. 

Check your finances first. 
Helping others is a worthwhile life-
time habit. However, before you 
start writing checks or handing 
out cash to various individuals or 
groups, check your budget to deter-
mine whether you actually have ex-
tra money to spare for charitable do-
nations in any form. If you itemize, 
check the IRS rules (www.irs.gov) 
on charitable giving or consult with 
a qualified tax professional to see if 
there are charitable giving options 
that fit your circumstances. 

Screen charities you’re 
considering. It’s never been eas-
ier to evaluate a potential charity 
or nonprofit organization. Leading 
online databases like CharityNav-
igator.org, CharityWatch.org and 
Guidestar.org provide extensive 
data on thousands of national, state 
and local charities and nonprofit 
organizations. The Better Business 
Bureau also operates Give.org, a na-
tional charity database that accred-
its and notes complaints. The U.S. 
Federal Trade Commission’s Char-
ity Scams website offers breaking 
news on illegal fundraising activities 
and best practices for evaluating 
charities and nonprofits year-round. 
What else can you do? Play reporter. 
Even if an organization checks out 
through these reputable sources, do 
an online search of news media just 
to make sure no unsavory develop-
ments have occurred that might dis-
courage your donation.

Research what’s needed. 

If the charity in question accepts 
physical items or volunteer work, 
see if you’re interested in providing 
help that way. Check with the char-
ity either online or by phone to de-
termine what they will and will not 
accept – donating the wrong items 
simply wastes staff and volunteer 
time. If you would like to volunteer, 
ask about opportunities and make 
sure that volunteer assignment fits 
you before you commit. Remem-
ber, charities really count on their 
volunteers and your enthusiasm for 
an assignment can help them keep 
their turnover to a minimum. Some 
organizations may also have trav-
el-based service missions that can 
provide charitable travel opportu-
nities that allow you to help while 
seeing the world. 

Ask if your employer will 
match your donation. Even if 
your cash donation is modest, some 
employers can make your contribu-
tion go farther if they have a match-
ing gifts program. Check with your 
human resources department or 
benefits manager. Also, many non-
profits, universities and charitable 
organizations keep their own online 
databases of employer matching gift 
programs. 

Go micro. If you can only find 
a few dollars to give, don’t let that 
discourage you. Organize like-mind-
ed friends and family members to 
pool funds, attend events or volun-
teer time for a cause, or consider 
a particular nonprofit’s organized 
crowdfunding (https://www.coun-
cilofnonprofits.org/tools-resources/
crowdfunding-nonprofits) efforts 
that will allow you to make an im-
pact with only a few dollars. Still 
short on cash and want to help? Pick 
up the phone or email the charity 
and ask if they accept small items or 
in-kind services. Some ideas might 
include gift cards (including ones 
with unused balances), office sup-
plies, stamps, catering for events or 
board meetings or help with writing, 
fundraising or technology. 

Bottom line: Making a differ-
ence in the world doesn’t always re-
quire big bucks, but big know-how 
helps. Check your finances first, re-
search charities you’re interested in 
and investigate how small donations 
of time, money and physical items 
can make an impact. 

At the Dec. 10, meeting of the Ir-
ving City Council, council members 
unanimously voted to reappoint Ir-
ving residents William Correa, PE 
and Neha Kunte each to two-year 
terms on the Irving Flood Control 
District Section III (IFCD 3) board 
of directors.

The reappointments extend the 
two members’ terms until January 
2018.

Correa currently serves as trea-
surer of the District and is chief 
executive officer of Paragon Project 
Resources, Inc., a provider of pro-
gram, project, construction man-
agement, engineering, commer-
cial development and information 
technology services with a focus on 

Irving Flood Control District 
board members reappointed

transportation, public works and 
facilities. Kunte is a board member 
owner and chief executive officer of 
MNK InfoTech, an international IT 
management and consulting firm 
based in Irving that specializes in 
information technology staffing and 
software development that support 
government agencies.  

“Bill and Neha are similar to our 
other IFCD 3 board members in that 
they bring a personal interest in and 
commitment to the quality of life 
in Valley Ranch, as well as specific 
technical expertise and capabilities 
that are relevant to the District’s 
work,” said Kim Andres, president 
of the IFCD 3 board. “Through their 
contributions in the past, and those 

of other members, the board has 
earned a reputation for strong fiscal 
judgment, teamwork and collabora-
tion.”

Continuing in board service with 
Correa and Kunte are Andres, board 
vice president Chris Calvery and 
board treasurer Mazhar Islamraja.

The IFCD 3 board meets month-
ly at the Valley Ranch Association 
offices, 8830 N. MacArthur Blvd., 
Suite 101, Irving. For more infor-
mation about IFCD 3 and its facili-
ties and activities, please visit www.
ifcd3.org, connect with Irving Flood 
Control District III on Facebook or 
follow IFCD 3 on Twitter.

SOURCE Irving Flood Control District 
Section III

Rates for Republic Service’s solid 
waste and recycling disposal service 
increased 3 percent, effective Jan. 1. 
This increase is included in the orig-
inal contract with Republic Services 
signed in 2014, and will result in a 

Coppell solid waste and recycling 
disposal fees increase Jan. 1 

$13.27 per month residential base 
fee (previously $12.88), excluding a 
15 percent franchise fee and a $0.10 
Public Education and Outreach fee.

A 10 percent discount is avail-
able for senior citizens, 65 years of 

age and older, please contact the 
Coppell Utility Billing department 
at 972-304-3695 for more informa-
tion.

SOURCE City of Coppell
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Bakers Man
Patty cake, patty cake, Bakers Man... You’re not the first one to 
sing that to me when we meet. First, I don’t know how to bake 
and, second, I can’t clap. I’m a cat, man. What I can do, though is 
lay back, stretch out, and nap, nap, nap. I’m about 6 months old, 
so I’m one of the elder-statesmen kittens around this place, so 
I’ve done my climb the walls, jump around routine before. Now, 
I’m ready to chill, cuddle, and sleep in between play time with 
you. Maybe if you take me home, we can come up with our own 
nursery rhyme. 

Rocket
What’s up? They call me Rocket. I’m about 9 months old, and 
was rescued from another shelter. Are you up for a sweet, 
smart, eager to please boy? I’m not nearly as serious as my pic-
ture would indicate. I am an active, friendly, happy youngster. I 
love to run and play with my friends here at the shelter. I know 
some commands. I love meeting new people, and cannot wait 
to have a new family of my own. Maybe a family that likes to 
go for walks. Maybe a family that likes to play catch. Maybe a 
family that likes to chill. I’m here. I’m ready. Let’s meet. 

Put a Paw print in your heart
and a best friend in your home

OPEN
   Tuesday - Friday
         11am - 6 pm
   Saturday
         10 am - 5 pm 

LOCATION
   4140 Valley View Ln.
   Irving, TX 75038
   972-721-7788
   www.DFWHumane.com

ADOPT a new family member today! DONATE if you can not adopt!
Rambler

Subscribe 
to the  

972-870-1992

Woodward; and 7 great grandchil-
dren. Visitation was Friday at Don-
nelly’s Colonial Funeral Home, 606 
West Airport Freeway in Irving. The 
funeral will be 11:00 a.m., Saturday 
in the funeral home chapel. Burial 
with military honors will follow at 
Oak Grove Memorial Gardens, 1413 

East Irving Blvd. in Irving. Memo-
rials may be made to First Baptist 
Church BBMOI (Baptist Benevolent 
Ministries of Irving).

Arrangements by
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home 

972-579-1313

Louis “Buddy” 
Francis Jr.

Louis “Buddy” Francis, Jr., longtime 
Irving resident, 
died in Irving 
on December 
27, 2015 at age 
85. His journey 
began in Dallas, 
Texas where 
he was born to 
Louis and Lu-

cile (Taylor) Francis, Sr. on July 10, 
1930.  Buddy proudly served as an 
Airman in the United States Navy 
from 1947 to 1954. He was a Quality 
Engineer with LTV/Vought and he 
and his wife, Peggy Francis, owned 
and operated Southwest Land and 
Title Company in Irving, Tx. Bud-
dy was also a longtime member of 
Irving Ambucs. He is preceded in 
death by his parents and his wife of 
60 years, Peggy in April 2015. He will 
be forever missed and treasured by 
daughters Terry Story and husband 
Keith; Vicki Dann and husband Jeff; 
grandchildren Stacy Smith, Colton 
Dann, Ashley Cates and husband 
Caleb, Polly Shupe and husband 
Corey; great grandchildren Park-
er, Cooper and Lola; nephew Rod 
Green along with numerous other 
nieces, nephews and cousins; sister-
in-law Babe Whitson and brother-
in-law Kenneth Whitson and wife 
Lin. A Funeral Service was held at 
10:00 a.m. on Thursday, December 
31, 2015 in Brown’s Memorial Fu-
neral Home Chapel and Reverend 
Wallace Philpot officiated. A private 
committal service with military hon-
ors was held at Dallas Fort Worth 
National Cemetery in Dallas. The 
family requests memorial donations 
in Buddy’s honor to Irving Ambucs 
at www.irvingambucs.org or P.O. 
Box 153425, Irving, Texas 75015.

Arrangements by
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home

 972-254-4242

“Lou” 
GeorGe

“Lou” George, longtime Irving res-
ident, died in 
Springfield, Mis-
souri on January 
4, 2016 at age 
79. Her life be-
gan in Healdton, 
Oklahoma on 
November 22, 
1936, where she 

was born to William Ruphus and 
Rubie A. (Cahill) McClendon. Lou 
worked as an administrative assis-
tant in the accounting field. She was 
also a longtime, dedicated member 
of MacArthur Boulevard Baptist 

Church in Irving.  Lou loved travel-
ing and being with family, and she 
also enjoyed reading, playing cards 
and games and watching television.  
She leaves behind many broken 
hearted friends and an extremely 
supportive and loyal Sunday school 
class. Lou has been reunited in 
heaven with her parents, her be-
loved husband of 38 years, William 
T. “Bill” George, and her brother, 
James W. McClendon. She will nev-
er be forgotten and forever missed 
by her daughters Judy K. Ellis and 
husband Don of Star Harbor, TX 
and Karen A. Garver and husband 
Richard of Dallas; step-son William 
T. “Bill” George, Jr. and wife Barba-
ra of Springfield, MO; brother Max 
McClendon and spouse Johnny of 
Durant, OK; precious grandchildren 
D. Bradley Ellis, William T. “Trey” 
George III, Cristin C. Hurdle, Kari 
D. McFaden; Janis E. Kelly, Laura 
Neminski, Katherine L. Montgom-
ery and Michelle R. Stoops, along 
with eleven great grandchildren, 
three great-great grandchildren, 
one niece, two nephews and many 
other loving extended family mem-
bers. A Funeral Service is sched-
uled for 11 a.m. Saturday, January 
9, 2016 at MacArthur Boulevard 
Baptist Church at 8001 Mustang 
Drive, Irving, TX 75063 with Pastor 
J. Josh Smith officiating. Interment 
will follow at 4:00 p.m. in Crestview 
Cemetery located in Wichita Falls, 
TX. The family received friends at 
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home 
on Friday, January 8, 2016, and re-
quest memorial donations in Lou’s 
honor to the MacArthur Boulevard 
Baptist Church Building Fund.

Arrangements by
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home

 972-254-4242

Mae anne 
atwood Myrick

Mae Anne Atwood Myrick of Irving, 
Tx.,  passed away 
on Tuesday, De-
cember 22, 2015 
of natural caus-
es while in her 
home. She was 
born on January 
31, 1939 in Gran-

bury, Tx. to Marion and Cecil Mae 
Atwood. After her father Marion 
passed in World War II, her uncle 
Edward C. Atwood adopted her and 
raised her as his own. Anne gradu-
ated from Granbury High School 
in 1957. She received her Bache-
lor’s degree from the University 
of North Texas and later earned a 
Master’s degree in Education from 
Texas Women’s University. While 

in college she met her husband of 
52 years, Ronald Lavon Myrick. 
Anne spent most of her life pursu-
ing her passion with children and 
was an elementary school teacher 
in Irving for 25 years. Anne was al-
ways known for having a sharp wit 
and sense of humor. She also had 
a compassion for helping others 
without them ever knowing. A great 
sense of humor, passion, and a love 
for everyone she knew; three simple 
phrases that don’t even start to sum 
up the great person she was. Anne is 
survived by her oldest son Randy of 
Granbury and his wife Michele and 
grandson, Heston; also survived by 
her daughter Lori Seale of Dallas; 
youngest son, Ed Myrick and Noel 
Keomanila of Frisco; brother Dan-
ny Myrick and wife Mary of Wolfe 
City; sister June Bryan and husband 
Geron of Stuart, Ok.; and broth-
er Dennis Myrick and wife Sheila 
of Oklahoma City. Visitation was 
Wednesday, December 30, 2015 at 
11 a.m. followed by the funeral ser-
vice at noon at Donnelly’s Colonial 
Funeral Home Chapel, 606 West 
Airport Freeway in Irving. Burial 
was 3:00 p.m. Wednesday at Long 
Creek Cemetery in Granbury. In lieu 
of flowers, memorials may be made 
to the Long Creek Cemetery Fund, 
c/o Garland Porter, 3321 Temple 
Hall Highway, Granbury, Tx 76049.

Arrangements by
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home 

972-579-1313

ricHard 
woodward

Richer Woodward, age 87, a res-
ident of Irving since 1955, died 
Thursday, January 7, 2016 at his 
home.  Born December 18, 1928 
in Milford, Texas, he was the son 
of John R. Woodward and Nellie 
E. Horton Woodward. A graduate 
of Milford High School, he served 
in the U.S. Army. On May 9, 1953, 
Richard married Edna Ruth Wal-
ters in Clovis, New Mexico. He 
was an engineer at Dallas Power & 
Light (TXU) for 40 years, retiring 
in 1987. A member of First Baptist 
Church of Irving, he was formerly a 
member of First United Methodist 
Church, Irving. Survivors include 
his wife, Ruth Woodward of Irving; 
daughter, Sandra Jo Simpson of Ir-
ving; son, Robin Neal Woodward of 
Grapevine; son-in-law, Harold S. 
Simpson Jr.; daughter-in-law, Kar-
en D. Woodward; grandchildren, 
Christopher Lavon Avin, Audra Jo 
Avin, Casie Nikole Samuel, Erica Di-
ane Vester, Robbin Deanna Uglam, 
Richard Chase Woodward, Ryan 
Lewis Woodward, Colton Mitchell 

OBITUARIES
DEATH NOTICES

arrangements by
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home

 972-254-4242

JC Ross
Sep. 17, 1927 - Dec. 25, 2015

Eileen O’Connor-Ficken
May 12, 1938 - Dec. 26, 2015

Collin Boswell
Jul. 9, 1992 - Dec. 26, 2015

Robert John “Bob” Slackney
Apr. 12, 1928 - Jan. 3, 2016

Janice Burrow Brooks
Aug. 29, 1939 - Jan. 2, 2016

arrangements by
donnelly’s colonial Funeral Home 

972-579-1313 

Donetta Booth Ruth
Jun. 18, 1922 - Dec. 26, 2015

Edgar A. Osorio
May 30, 1940 - Dec. 29, 2015

Clay P. Burney
Jul. 7, 1925 - Dec. 29, 2015

Maria del Trancito de Salgado
Jan. 30, 1937 - Jan. 1, 2016

Leaman “Lee” Vincent
Aug. 25, 1938 - Jan. 3, 2016
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their information on a 
monthly basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have accurate 
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meeting location and time. If an organization wishes to have more 
information than the free listing offers, we will continue to offer 
other advertising opportunities.
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All Nations Gideons 
International Club of DFW 

10 A.M. Saturday mornings 
2011 W. Irving Blvd. Irving, TX

Call 972-704-6572
American Legion Post #218

Heritage Park Building
215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Buttons & Bows Square 

& Round Dance Club 
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 

Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

Circle I - Square 
& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

God’s Helping Hands Club
2011 W. Irving Blvd. 

972-704-6572 or 
214-732-9263

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Hebrew Torah Scrolls Frame 
Sheets Club

2011 W. Irving Blvd. IRving TX 75061
972-704-6572

Saturdays at 10 AM 
Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
 Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Second Tuesday each month @ 7:30 P.M.

132 E. Second St. Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Los Lupes
In the Irving Mall 

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christain Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Berean Memorial Church

1000 E. 6th Street
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS
* It was 20th-century British journalist, 

travel writer and literary critic Dame Re-
becca West who made the following sage 
observation: “I myself have never been able 
to find out precisely what feminism is: I only 
know that people call me a feminist when-
ever I express sentiments that differentiate 
me from a doormat.”

* The infamous Ouija board may be sur-
rounded by controversy, but the origin of its 
name is not mysterious; the creators simply 
combined the French word for “yes” -- “oui” 
-- with the German affirmative -- “ja.”

* Everybody is afraid of something, right? 

And whatever the fear, there’s doubtless a name for it. For example, 
erythrophones are afraid of blushing, peccatophobes are afraid of 
sinning, and aichmophobes are afraid of needles. If you’re afraid of 
going insane, you’re lyssophobic; if it’s disease that frightens you, 
you’re nosophobic; cremnophobia is a fear or precipices. There’s 
even a word to describe the fear of peanut butter sticking to the 
roof of your mouth: arachibutyrophobia. And finally, you may at 
this point be suffering from sesquipedalophobia -- the fear of long 
words. 

* Located in the Sierras at 8,000 feet above sea level, the town of 
Bodie was once the second-biggest city in California. These days, 
it’s deserted for most of the year, but every summer more than 
200,000 people travel to the upper altitudes just to see the slow-
ly decaying town, hoping to catch a glimpse of one of the ghosts 
that reputedly inhabit every crumbling building that remains.

* Alcoholic beverages are pretty widespread across cultures. 
There’s even a recipe for Eskimo wine: “Put a seagull in a bottle. Fill 
with water. Let it ferment in the sun.” 

***

1. GEOGRAPHY: Which U.S. state lies east of Indiana?
2. MYTHOLOGY: In Roman mythology, Neptune is the equivalent 

of which Greek god? 
3. COMICS: In what year did detective Dick Tracy make his debut 

in a comic strip?
4. HISTORY: How many presidents have served more than two 

terms of office?
5. MOVIES: What was the first Pixar film to receive a PG rating?
6. LITERATURE: Who wrote the children’s book “Black Beauty”?
7. CHEMISTRY: What is the Periodic Table symbol for the element 

iron?
8. AD SLOGANS: What 1960s and ‘70s aftershave warned con-

sumers to “be careful how you use it”?
9. LANGUAGE: What is a ewer?
10. MEDICAL: What part of the body does Bell’s palsy affect?
Answers
1. Ohio
2. Poseidon
3. 1931
4. One -- Franklin D. Roosevelt

5. “The Incredibles”
6. Anna Sewell
7. Fe
8. Hai Karate
9. A vase-shaped pitcher or jug 
10. The face
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UNITY CHURCH
Unity of Irving

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class

11:00 AM Service
& Children’s Church

Reverend Frank Pounders
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-5083

unitychurchofirving.com

Heart of Worship Baptist
2201 W. Shady Grove Rd.

www.howbc.org
Worship: 9 am

Sunday School:10:30 am
Pastor Mike Blalock

214-864-0635

BAPTIST

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third,  75060

972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Second and fourth Sundays

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ, Scientist
2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 75061

972-253-7202
www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-0476

access code 884879
For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

LUTHERAN
Good Shepherd

Lutheran Church
2620 West Grauwyler Rd.

Irving, TX 75061
972-790-2121

www.gslcirving.com
Advent Vespers Wed Evenings
December 2, 9 & 16. 7:00pm

Pastor Bradley T. Carroll

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Belt Line Road

Church of Christ
1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061

1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century
Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Wednesday Worship 7:30 p.m.

972-790-8606 
www.BeltLineChurch.com

rev. sara Hardaway, 

WORSHIP
WORSHIP ADS

To list your house of worship in 

the Rambler, please contact 

Laurie at  972-870-1992

 or 

Laurier@ramblernewspapers.net

MOVIE REVIEWS 45

By Matt Mungle  
Synopsis: A frontiersman named 
Hugh Glass on a fur trading expe-
dition in the 1820s is on a quest for 
survival after being brutally mauled 
by a bear. 
Review: Some films based on true 
events are a tad bit easier to fathom 
than others. We can relate to hous-
ing market crashes, press scandals, 
and rags to riches stories. But The 
Revenant is a mind blowing tale 
of survival with a look at scenarios 
few men could overcome. The word 
“unbelievable” forms on the mouth 
several times. 

Hugh Glass (Leonardo DiCaprio) 
is a tracker, explorer, and leader try-
ing to help his men trap a few furs 
and return home in one piece. They 
are battling the winter elements, the 
American wilderness, and savage 
natives. When Glass is ruthlessly 
attacked and mauled by a mother 
bear, he is near death. His troupe 
must decide if it is worth risking 
their own lives to try and save his. 
When a small group stays behind 
to tend to him, Glass is betrayed 
and left alone by his confidant John 
Fitzgerald (Tom Hardy). Glass must 
fight his way back to camp using 
his knowledge of the land and his 
endearing spirit of survival. 

Glass has an inner fortitude that 
enables him to do the impossible. As 
he attacks each obstacle, you won-
der what mere human could beat 
those odds. One of these elements 
alone would shut down most men, 
yet he runs headlong into several. 
The hardest could be the betrayal of 
his fellow man. 

You can see the tenacity on Di-
Caprio’s face as he stares out from 
the movie poster. Part of that is his 
portrayal of Glass and part could be 
his own personal determination to 
finally win an Oscar; the gold stat-
ue which has eluded him his entire 
career. That drive along with Ale-
jandro González Iñárritu’s direction 
gives us a powerful character that 
eclipses anything we have seen Leo 
do in the past. He grabs you, pulls 
you to the edge of your seat, and 
dares you to try and look away. 

Alejandro González Iñárritu 

Elements of great movie come 
together in western adventure

won the Academy Award for Best 
Achievement in directing last year 
for the Oscar winning film Bird-
man. He uses his unique approach 
to film making here to create a beau-
tifully shot and expertly construct-
ed movie experience. Like Glass, 
Alejandro used the elements 
to aide him in his objective. Rely-
ing on natural light and the splendor 
of the landscape he creates a mas-
sive backdrop that submerges the 
viewer into Glass’ world. 

The supporting cast includes a 
few worth mentioning. Will Poulter 
we have seen in comedies like The 
Millers as well as the YA based film, 
The Maze Runner. This time we see 
a more mature, focused, and emo-
tionally engaged actor. Poulter is out 
to show the world that he is versatile 
and capable of running with the big 
boys. He plays Bridger, a young man 
pulled between his devotion to Glass 
and the powerhouse personality of 
Fitzgerald. 

What Tom Hardy does with the 
character of John Fitzgerald is dis-
turbingly soul shaking. His is the 
type of personality that haunts your 
nightmares for weeks to come. Not 
in that overtly sadistic and horrific 
way but the subtle, dark, and deter-
mined way. And those are the most 
spine tingling. 

To circle back around, Iñárritu 
uses his cast to his advantage by 
allowing them to do what they do 
best and then capturing it with stun-
ning clarity. There are tight shots on 
Hardy’s eyes as he is delivering di-
alogue that are the most dynamic 
ever offered. It is probably the cause 
as to why this may be the film that 
not only gets DiCaprio his first Os-
car but gathers in a ton of additional 
accolades as well. It is a must see for 
those who appreciate the exception-
al art of movies. 

The Revenant is rated R for strong 
frontier combat and violence includ-
ing gory images, a sexual assault, 
language and brief nudity. This is an 
adult film visually and emotionally. 
It isn’t awkward to watch but will 
drain you of every ounce of energy 
and wring you out. Those who fol-
low the award season as if it were 

the Final Four of college basketball 
should not miss this. True it is not 
for every taste bud, this is certainly 
one that critics and aficionados will 
watch and study for years to come. 

I give it 4 out of 5 “please let Leo 
finally win an Oscar”s. Powerful. 
Emotional. Stunning. 

Less than half of Irving heart attack 
victims call 911 for help. The Fire De-
partment and American Heart Asso-
ciation wants residents to trust 911. 
Most people instinctively call 
911 when the house catches fire, 
but what about in the event of a 
heart attack? In partnership with 
the American Heart Association 
(SouthWest), Irving Fire Depart-
ment officials say 911 should be the 
first call for any heart attack victim. 
Statistics show that when experi-
encing a heart attack, most Irving 
residents are not likely to call 911 
for help. Reasons for this statistic 
vary — some people do not recog-
nize the signs of a heart attack or 
think the symptoms will eventually 
fade away, others drive themselves 
to care thinking they can get quicker 
medical attention or to avoid per-
ceived costs. Regardless of the rea-
sons, Irving paramedics can help 
heart attack victims get the fast-
est and most effective treatment.  
According to AHA, signs of a heart 

AUSTIN – The Texas Water De-
velopment Board (TWDB) closed 
on funding Dec. 9 providing finan-
cial assistance in the amount of 
$44,680,000 from the State Water 
Implementation Fund for Texas 
(SWIFT) program* to the Upper 
Trinity Regional Water District 
(Fannin, Collin, Cookie, Dallas, 
Denton, Grayson, and Wise coun-
ties). The assistance provided will fi-
nance the planning, acquisition and 
design of the proposed Lake Ralph 

Texas Water Development Board 
closes on funding for Upper 
Trinity Regional Water District

Hall Reservoir.
The District could save approx-

imately $8.3 million over the life 
of the funding by using the SWIFT 
program.

The Lake Ralph Hall Reservoir 
is the first new reservoir permitted 
by the state of Texas since 1985. 
The reservoir will create a new wa-
ter supply for the District’s grow-
ing service area and is expected 
to yield approximately 30 million 
gallons per day. The assistance ap-

proved by the TWDB will allow 
the District to finalize the permit-
ting process, begin design work, 
and purchase land for the project.  
*The SWIFT program includes two 
funds, the State Water Implemen-
tation Fund for Texas (SWIFT) and 
the State Water Implementation 
Revenue Fund for Texas (SWIRFT). 
Revenue bonds for the program are 
issued through the SWIRFT.

SOURCE Texas Water Development Board

Heart attack victims urged to call 911 at onset of symptoms
attack include chest discomfort, 
discomfort in upper body, short-
ness of breath, cold sweat, nausea 
and light-headedness. At the onset 
of possible heart attack symptoms, 
the survival clock starts ticking and 
the first action, according to Irving 
Fire Department and the AHA, is to 
call 911. Trusting Irving paramedics 
saves time and lives.

Minutes matter 
Medical care begins at the time of 
the call from a person managing 
heart attack symptoms. Dispatch-
ers, who are trained for emergency 
calls, ask a set of questions to begin 
the assessment of the situation. If 
the dispatcher determines the caller 
might be undergoing a heart attack, 
Irving paramedics will arrive to the 
scene within a matter of minutes.   
Upon arrival, paramedics can fur-
ther assess a person’s condition 
and they have the ability to initiate 
an electrocardiogram (ECG) on-
site. Paramedics also are trained 
to revive someone whose heart 

has stopped and can adminis-
ter advanced life-saving cardiac 
medications to heart attack pa-
tients. Moreover, paramedics are 
trained to adequately stabilize the 
patient for transport to the near-
est and most appropriate hospital. 
By the time a patient arrives at the 
treating hospital, advanced care 
and treatment usually begins upon 
arrival because Irving paramedics 
already have communicated nec-
essary medical information, such 
as the ECG results, to the hospital. 
With initial testing completed, peo-
ple experiencing chest pains who 
arrive at the hospital via ambulance 
bypass emergency room waits of 
self-transported patients and are 
fast-tracked to the catheteriza-
tion laboratory for continued care.  
Reducing time to treatment is the No. 
1 factor in saving lives in the event 
of a heart attack, and calling 911 at 
the onset of symptoms can save up 
to an hour in the overall treatment 
process. The message AHA wants to 

get out by way of the City of Irving 
Fire Department is for residents to 
trust 911, and not to die of doubt. 
AHA is the nation’s oldest and larg-
est voluntary health organization 
dedicated to fighting heart disease 

and stroke. Irving Fire Depart-
ment’s partnership with AHA is 
funded in part by a grant from the 
W.W. Caruth Communities Foun-
dation of Texas. 

SOURCE City of Irving
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Chateau Senior Living 
Apts. ushers in New Year

A New Year’s eve party was held by 
the residents of the Chateau Senior 
Living and included a disc jockey, Harry  
Clay, who provided karaoke music . 
Residents enjoyed a night of revelry, 
eating, singing and much laughing. 
When the ball dropped, Father Time 
(Frank Barganier) bade farewell to 
2015 and Baby New Year (Meredith 
Bolgers) ushered in 2016 to the delight 
of the residents. / Courtesy Photo

Callista Stringer was recently 
award the title 2016 Irving’s Tiny 
Miss Heart of the USA.

Callista is the daughter of Bran-
don and Briann. She will enjoy a fun 
filled year of making appearances 
and being involved in her commu-
nity on behalf of the Miss Heart of 
the USA Organization. Look for her 
as she participates in events in your 
local area.

Miss Heart of the USA Queens 
are involved at the local level with 
a wide variety of charitable organi-
zations. The Miss Heart of the USA 
pageant began as a food drive for a 
rescue mission whose pantry was 
low and blossomed into a National 
Pageant Program that has distribut-
ed over 10,000,000 nonperishable 
food items to nonprofit organiza-
tion, collected toys for Toys for Tots, 

CHICAGO -- Impact Forecasting, 
Aon Benfield’s catastrophe model 
development team, Jan. 6 launched 
the latest edition of its monthly 
Global Catastrophe Recap report, 
which evaluates the impact of the 
natural disaster events that occurred 
worldwide during December 2015. 

A study conducted by Impact 
Forecasting’s Annual Global Cli-
mate and Catastrophe reports pre-
liminary data reveals that despite 
a higher than normal number of 
disasters, overall losses were below 
normal on both an economic and in-
sured loss basis. The United States 
accounted for 60 percent of all glob-
al insured losses in 2015.

The December catastrophe report 
reveals that a complex weather pat-
tern impacted multiple regions of 
the United States, killing at least 64 
people. Parts of the Midwest, Plains, 
Southeast, Rockies and Northeast 
were all impacted by the inclem-
ent weather, though the states of 
Missouri, Texas, Illinois, Arkansas, 
Oklahoma, Mississippi, Tennessee, 
Alabama, Kentucky and Indiana 
were among the hardest-hit.

Preliminary estimates suggest 
that total economic losses from the 
weather events during the month 
will exceed USD 4.0 billion, with 
insured losses likely to approach or 
exceed USD 2.0 billion. The Insur-
ance Council of Texas reported loss-
es of USD 1.2 billion in the Dallas 
metropolitan area alone.

The severe weather pattern re-
sulted in at least 58 tornado touch-
downs, historic flooding in the Mis-
sissippi Valley and Midwest, and 
record snowfall and ice that led to 
extensive travel disruption, as well 
as hail and damaging winds.

Meanwhile, rainfall from a series 
of North Atlantic storm systems 
led to extensive flooding across 

Toddler wins 
beauty pageant

and even collected and distribut-
ed much needed baby items for a 
Women’s Hope Center.

SOURCE Miss Heart of the USA Pageant

Storms contribute to 
$4 bil. insurance bill

the United Kingdom and Ireland 
throughout the month. The arriv-
al of windstorms Ted and Eckard 
– also known locally as Desmond 
and Frank – brought even more 
flood and wind damage. The hard-
est-hit areas included a large swath 
of southern Scotland, northern En-
gland, and Wales, where thousands 
of homes endured varying levels of 
flood inundation.

Various published reports, in-
cluding from the Association of 
British Insurers, indicated that pre-
liminary insured losses in the UK 
were expected to exceed GBP 1.5 
billion (USD 2.2 billion), while over-
all economic losses were forecast to 
be around GBP 2.8 billion (USD 4.0 
billion).

Further natural hazard events to 
have occurred during December in-
clude:

Areas of Argentina, Paraguay, 
Uruguay and Brazil endured their 
worst flooding in at least 50 years, 
which killed at least 16 people and 
resulted in preliminary economic 
loss estimates in excess of USD 200 
million.

A wildfire in the Australian state 
of Victoria destroyed at least 116 
homes. The Insurance Council of 
Australia declared an insurance ca-
tastrophe, with preliminary insured 
losses listed at AUD 53 million (USD 
38 million), and total economic loss-
es expected to exceed USD 100 mil-
lion.

Along with the report, users can 
access current and historical natural 
catastrophe data and event analysis 
on Impact Forecasting’s Catastro-
phe Insight website, which is updat-
ed bi-monthly as new data become 
available: www.aonbenfield.com/
catastropheinsight .

SOURCE Aon plc


