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Proof of his amazing progress against his speech struggles, Alex Espino, 6, recites the Pledge of Allegiance to kick off the City Council 
meeting./ Photo by John Starkey

Youngster battles speech delays with pledge

Wedding fever 
strikes Irving

IISD graduation rates 
may reach all-time high

Aquatic center 
pilots disability 
program for kids

See WEDDING, Page 3

By Matthew Pedersen
The Heritage Aquatic Center in 

Irving started 2016 with an exciting 
new program, one organized spe-
cifically for special needs children 
under the age of eighteen. Aqua 
Stars is an ongoing project meant 
to give these children and their fam-
ilies a quiet day of swimming once 
a month during a time when the 
Aquatic Center is closed to the gen-
eral public. The first of these events 
took place Sunday, Jan. 10.

“Our Aqua Stars pilot is an out-
reach to the exceptional needs com-
munity in Irving and our neighbor-
ing communities as well, so there’s 
no limitation on geography,” Lynn 
Harper, Aquatics Supervisor for the 
Parks and Recreation Department 
of Irving, said. 

“We’ve talked about how we could 

By Fredy Gonzalez
The Las Colinas Bridal Show 

could not have had a better turnout, 
with over 1,300 attendees and more 
than 500 brides-to-be gathering at 
the Irving Convention Center on 
Jan. 10. 

Bridal Shows, Inc. presents eight 
bridal shows annually. This was the 
fifth year they hosted a show at the 
Irving Convention Center but their 
bridal shows are tenured at multiple 
places in the Metroplex, such as the 
Dallas and Plano shows which have 
had 27 years of success.

“The bridal show is really useful, 
because you can come to one place 
and in one day you could get your 
wedding dress picked out, the pho-
tographer, the videographer, and 
who’s going to cater,” said Decem-
ber West, a staff member for Bridal 
Shows, Inc. “They even have work-
out regimens for the bride to be. It’s 
a one stop shop.”

The bridal show has much to offer 
local commerce because “it gives Ir-
ving the chance to bring in revenue, 
and it gives people a chance, who are 
not from the City of Irving, to see the 
city itself,” West said. “When they’re 

By Adam Stephens
Irving ISD anticipates, according 

to preliminary data available for co-
hort 2015 (referring to the group of 
students who began high school in 
2011-2012), this year the graduation 
rate for the district will be at 93.8 
percent. Should projections prove 
true, this cohort will have the high-
est graduation rate in the history of 
the school district. 

Furthermore, Irving ISD’s drop-

By Courtney Ouellette
The fate of wandering roosters 

and chickens was not the only in-
teresting element of the Jan. 14 
City Council Meeting. Six-year-old 
Alex “the Great” Espino recited the 
Pledge of Allegiance before the offi-
cial proceedings began.

“What was special about Alex do-
ing the pledge of Allegiance is Alex 
has Autism Spectrum Disorder with 
cognitive and speech delays,” Alex’s 
mother Elvia said. “I’ve waited four 
and a half years for Alex to start 
speaking. So the fact that Alex is able 
to recite the Pledge of Allegiance is 

out rate is expected to drop from 
6.9 percent to 3.6 percent. This pro-
jection would lower the number of 
dropouts from about 150 students 
to roughly 76 students, meaning the 
dropout rate dropped nearly by half.

Irving ISD Superintendent Dr. 
Jose Parra, who was hired in the 
spring of 2014, said this increased 

graduation rate is part of his and the 
Board of Trustee’s plan to improve 
Irving ISD.

“This is just the start,” Dr. Parra 
said. “It’s the first visible proof to-
wards maximizing every student’s 
potential. Our staff members are 
already working very hard, and now 
we have the structure and support to 

nothing short of a miracle and [is a 
testament to] the talented teachers 
and professionals who have worked 
with him. 

Not only was Alex able to share 
his triumph with his mother and the 
City Council, he was also able to help 
honor Sharon Buck, his teacher who 
has been with Irving ISD for over 30 
years.

Because children develop at such 
different rates, it can be difficult to 
notice impediments early. Well be-
fore Alex’s second birthday, Elvia 
realized something was wrong.

coming here, maybe before or after 
the bridal show, they may stop to get 
something to eat, just little things 
like that, therefore I think it offers a 
good opportunity for tourism.” 

“The vendors are mostly from 
Dallas/Ft. Worth,” said Ruthie Stiv-
ers, Director of sponsorships for 
Bridal Shows, Inc. “We are seeing 
more wedding venues that are pop-
ping up in the outskirts of Dallas/
Ft. Worth. They may be an hour or 
hour and a half outside the area, but 
because we need venues so badly for 
weddings, they’re very popular even 
from an hour or two hours away 
from Dallas.” 

All the components involved in 
planning a wedding are in such high 
demand that many non-Metroplex 
dwellers come to these shows.

“We see, especially in our Dal-
las show at Market Hall, they come 
from all over. Sometimes three or 
four hours, they’ll drive to get to that 
show. The Irving show is more local-
ized, and we have a lot of mid cities 
brides from Ft. Worth, Coppell and 
Lewisville at this show,” Stivers said.

Bridal Shows, Inc. also gives away 

better serve our exceptional needs 
community in Parks and Recreation 
for as long as I have been in this po-
sition, which has been almost two 
years now. It’s a hard community 
to figure out the right programs, the 
right day, and really how to reach it. 
So we’ve kicked things around. 

“Aquatics is a really good venue. 
We had a citizen who came to us, 
and the citizen has an exceptional 
needs child. She was really interest-
ed in having access to swimming at 
a time when there wasn’t as much 
chaos as there is during a normal, 
open swim time,” she said.

“Elvia Espino was the citizen, and 
she’s been instrumental in kind of 
leading and guiding this program. 
We’re really proud to offer it. This 
is the first day, and I’m really hap-
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Free Rabies Vaccines, Microchips 
January 16, 10 a.m. to noon 
Irving Animal Services is hosting a free ra-
bies vaccination and microchipping event 
for residents with dogs and/or cats at the 
Irving Animal Care Campus, 4140 Valley 
View Lane. Proof of residency required. 
Services are provided by the Texas Coali-
tion for Animal Protection (TCAP). 

Community Conversation
January 16, 1 p.m.
The Irving Arts Center is conducting an as-
sessment of the arts and cultural resources, 
as well as opportunities, in the City of Irving. 
Residents are invited to join the conversation, 
as the center strives to learn more about the 
community’s interest in participating in the 
arts and the future of the arts in Irving. 

Las Colinas Symphony Orchestra 
January 16, 8 p.m.
Buemi, second clarinetist with the Las 
Colinas Symphony, holds a Bachelors and 
Masters of Music from Southern Methodist 
University. Program highlights include Co-
pland’s Clarinet Concerto. Carpenter Hall 
$25-$45

Martin Luther King Jr. Observance
January 17, 6 p.m.
Attendees will enjoy entertainment from the 
Dallas Black Dance Theatre II, Marquinn 
Middleton and the Miracle Choir and the Bear 
Creek Baptist Church Choir. Featuring a mix-
ture of drama, music, dance and multi-media 
techniques, the 90-minute production is high-
lighted by a recounting of Dr. King’s famous 
“I Have a Dream” speech, accompanied by 
a representation of Dr. King’s likeness in 

hologram form. Carpenter Hall FREE

Coppell Police Academy 
January 21, 6:30pm.
The Coppell Police Department is now ac-
cepting applications for the Citizen’s Police 
Academy Class #21. The class is scheduled 
to begin at the Coppell Police Department’s 
training room, located at 130 Town Center 
Blvd. 
The Citizen’s Police Academy is a 13 week 
program that will meet every Thursday night. 
There will be a graduation night on April 14th 
for the academy graduates and their families. 
The classes start promptly at 6:30pm and 
end at about 9:30pm. 
Applications can be downloaded from the 
Coppell Police Department’s web page 
on the City of Coppell’s Website at www.
coppelltx.gov/government/departments/po-
lice-department/cpac-jpac or can be picked 
up at the Coppell Police Department. 

The New Moon in Concert 
January 21 – 24 
Broadway’s last hit operetta, The New 
Moon, is performed in concert backed by 
the 35 piece Lyric Stage Orchestra. Music 
by Sigmund Romberg and book and lyrics 
by Oscar Hammerstein II, Frank Mandel, 
and Laurence Schwab.
8 p.m. &2:30 p.m. Carpenter Hall $25-53
Complete Show Schedule (One Weekend):
Thursday, Jan 21st, 8:00 PM
Friday, Jan 22nd, 8:00 PM
Saturday, Jan 23rd, 8:00 PM
Sunday, Jan 24th, 2:30 PM

33 Variations 
Through January 30
A mother coming to terms with her daughter. 

Following Alex’s recitation, Mayor Beth Van Duyne, Alex’s teacher Sharon Buck, Alex’s 
mom Elvia and Alex (left to right) help honor Ms. Buck for over 30 years of service with 
Irving ISD . / Photo by John Starkey

“We knew something was wrong 
fairly soon. At about 18 months or so 
Alex wasn’t waving, wasn’t talking,” 
she said. “He was meeting all of 
his other milestones. I just thought 
some boys take longer than others.”

Last summer, Alex was diagnosed 
with autism spectrum disorder.

“He would mumble with a lot of 
gibberish and a lot of pointing,” El-
via said. “He knew what he wanted. 
It’s funny because we said he knows 
what he wants in life even without 
communicating, because he would 
always get his way, whether it be 
through a tantrum, or whether it 
would be through pulling or tugging 
or just going and getting it himself. 
He was always very independent, 
but he could never tell us what he 
needed or what was wrong.”

Despite Alex’s difficulties with 
speech, he is relatively independent 

and high functioning, according to 
Elvia. These factors made it difficult 
to pinpoint a diagnosis quickly. 

“We met with all kinds of spe-
cialists at UT Southwestern, Texas 
Children’s Hospital in Houston, 
ABA [Autism] Therapists, occupa-
tional therapists, speech therapists. 
He was diagnosed at UT Southwest-
ern,” she said.

“We’re still evaluating him for 
now and trying to see cognitively 
where he is, because he’s not able to 
test through with the speech, so we 
can’t really say if he’s three or two, 
cognitively,” Elvia said. “I know that 
this is just a speech delay. The fact 
that he is not able to speak does not 
mean that my son is not intelligent. 
I know that for a fact.”

Elvia’s faith in Alex is unwavering 
and can be seen at home in Alex’s 
room.

“We have his room decorated 
with every Ivy League pennant that 
you can think of and he can re-
cite Harvard, Dartmouth, Cornell, 
Brown. He knows them, because I 
want to instill in him that he can go 
to Harvard, he can got to Stanford if 

he wants to,” Elvia said. “That will 
be his choice. Harvard and MIT will 
be really grateful if they get my son. 

“We’re still struggling. Alex is six, 
but cognitively he’s probably about 
four, four and a half, but I wouldn’t 
trade any of this for the world be-

cause from where we’ve come from. 
This is amazing, this is a miracle,” 
she said. “I don’t have any words. 
For somebody who’s dedicated my 
life to speaking for other people, this 
is just nothing short of miraculous.” 

A composer (Ludwig van Beethoven) com-
ing to terms with his genius. Parallel lives 
intertwine amidst an evolution of endless 
notes. Even though they’re separated by 200 
years, these two people share an obsession 
that might, even just for a moment, make 
time stand still. Drama, memory and music 
combine to transport you from present-day 
New York to nineteenth-century Austria in 
this extraordinary new American play about 
passion, parenthood and the moments of 
beauty that can transform a life. 

7:30 p.m. &2:30 p.m. 
Dupree Theater $21-28  
Complete Show Schedule (Three Week-
ends):
Friday Evening Shows: January 22nd and 
29th at 7:30 PM
Saturday Evening Shows: January 16th, 23rd 
and 30th at 7:30 PM
Sunday Matinees: January 17th and 24th 
at 2:30 PM
Thursday Evening Show: January 28th at 
7:30 PM 

Young Parents Class starting
Sundays, 9:15 a.m.
Because parents need nourishment, too, 
First United Methodist Church, 211 W. Third 
Street, is starting a new class for parents of 
children and youth.
The class provides: 
* Practical life application
* Structured lessons
* January Series:  Godly New Year’s Res-
olutions
* Nursery and Children’s Sunday School 
provided.  FREE! Join us at in Room 324.
For more information, contact Pastor Pete 
McNabb, 972-253-3531, or peter@fumcir-
ving.org

By Adam Stephens
The Irving chapter of the Nation-

al American Business Clubs (AM-
BUCS) received multiple awards last 
October in recognition of its service 
to the community. Irving AMBUCS 
was honored for accomplishing 
more from 2014 to 2015 than any 
other chapter in the nation. 

AMBUCS is a national charity 
organization with a number of in-
dependent chapters throughout 
the country. The organization spe-
cifically focuses on helping people 
with disabilities regain mobility 
and independence. Irving AMBUCS 
serves the community by provid-
ing AmTrykes (therapeutic tricy-
cles designed to help people with 
disabilities) to children and adults 
with disabilities as well as awarding 
scholarships to students studying 
to become physical therapists. The 
club also performs various forms of 
community service.

“This is all thanks to the volun-
teers at AMBUCS and the commu-
nity as a whole,” president of Irving 
AMBUCS Bruce Burns said. “Irving 
AMBUCS could never be as success-
ful as it is without the support of the 
Irving community.” 

Irving AMBUCS received a total 
of 14 awards (more than any other 
club in the nation), including the 
2014-2015 Superior Chapter Award, 
which is given to the chapter that ac-
complishes the most in a given year. 

The other awards they earned 
include the Program Giving Schol-
ars for awarding the most scholar-
ships, the #1 Big Heart Award for 
giving the most to their communi-
ty, 1st place in giving AmTrykes, #1 
Vet Ride for having given the most 

Irving AMBUCS is most accomplished chapter in the nation
AmTrykes to veterans, #1 Big Hat 
Award for having brought in the 
most members, and a President’s 
Award for giving the most Am-
Trykes to children. Burns was also 
recognized for being the top recruit-
er in the nation. In short, Irving AM-
BUCS was recognized for being tops 
in every category.

“It’s nice for our agents to be rec-
ognized, but none of our volunteers 
do what they do for the awards,” 
chairman of Irving AMBUCS/Am-
Tryke program, Jack Spurlock, 
said. “The National Association sets 
some goals with the other indepen-
dent clubs, so we are somewhat in 
competition with them, but we all 
do what we do for our community. 
We’ve had numerous agents rec-
ognized for their service. The good 
they do in their community is what’s 
really important.”

“AMBUCS is one of the greatest 
clubs in the United States,” Burns 
said. “It has done more for special 
needs children and veterans than 
any other club in the nation. I’ve 
never been in a club that has given 
so much to its community. I’m giv-
ing one hundred and fifty percent to 
make our chapter the best in the na-
tion, because I believe one thousand 
percent in what we do.”

Irving AMBUCS donates over 
two hundred AmTrykes each year 
to children and teens with disabili-
ties. In twelve years of providing this 
service, Irving AMBUCS has provid-
ed more AmTrykes than any other 
chapter during eleven of those past 
years. The organization also pro-
vides more general contributions 
to the community. Recently, Irving 
AMBUCS participated in a ham-

burger dinner with Irving Cares. 
“AMBUCS is a great thing for Ir-

ving, especially the kids,” Spurlock 

said. “They’re always thrilled when 
they get their AmTrykes. We stick 
with them to make sure they get the 

help they need until they get to the 
point where they don’t need help 
anymore.”
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Outside Sales 
Representative Wanted

Rambler Newspapers is currently 
seeking outgoing individuals who 

enjoy working closely with community 
business leaders.
Requirements:

Personal Transportation & Valid 
Driver’s License and Insurance

Preferred Skills Include:
Prior Sales Experience

(not retail) & Basic Computer Skills
Willingness to establish and maintain 

profitable relationships with customers .
To apply send resume to

johns@ramblernewspapers.net
For more information call

972-870-1992

Wedding
Continued from Page 1

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
laurier@ramblernewspapers.net

Notice of Destruction of Special Education Students Records
The Irving Independent School District will destroy special education records for students 
who moved from the District, graduated, and/or exited the program during the 2008-2009 and 
2009-2010 school years. Parents or students 18 years or older who would like to have a copy 
of their records must submit a written request to Irving ISD, Attention: Records Officer, P.O. 
Box 152637, Irving, Texas 75015-2637 or in person: 3620 Valley View, Irving, Texas 75062. All 
requests must be received in writing by Friday, February 5, 2016.

Family Run Estate Sale
50 years+ Accumulation
Friday – Saturday
January 22 – January 23
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. - House Full
2004 Onetta Drive
Irving, TX 75061

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS – PROPOSED ZONING CHANGES
CITY OF IRVING PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION AND CITY COUNCIL

Public hearings are held to consider applications for amendments to the Comprehensive 
Zoning Ordinance and the Official Zoning Map of the City of Irving, Texas for the properties 
described herein:

LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas
Planning & Zoning Commission:  Monday, January 4, 2016
City Council: Thursday, February 4, 2016, 7 p.m.

ZONING CASE ZC15-0074 – Approximately 0.17 acres at 2622 Anderson Street.  The applicant 
is requesting a zoning change from R-6 (Single Family) to S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for R-6 
(Single Family) district uses to allow an accessory dwelling unit.

ZONING CASE ZC15-0088 – Approximately 2.8 acres at 1275 Valley View Lane.  The applicant is 
requesting to rezone the property from S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for ML-20 (Light Industrial) 
district uses to S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for ML-20 (Light Industrial) district uses for an 
exception to the required landscape setback.

LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas
Planning & Zoning Commission:  Monday, February 1, 2016
City Council: Thursday, February 4, 2016, 7 p.m.

ZONING CASE ZC15-0092 – Approximately 0.15 acres located at 3933 Gilbert Road.  The 
applicant is requesting to rezone the property from R-6 (Single Family) to S-P-2 (Generalized 
Site Plan) for R-6 (Single Family) district uses for an exception to the required rear yard setback.

ZONING CASE ZC16-0001 – Approximately 0.95 acres located at 128 W. Grauwyler Road.  The 
applicant is requesting to rezone the property from R-6 (Single Family) to S-P-2 (Generalized 
Site Plan) for R-6 (Single Family) uses to allow variances to Section 35-16(e) of the Subdivisions 
Chapter of the Irving Land Development Code for lots that are smaller in width and area than 
adjacent lots.

ZONING CASE ZC16-0003 – Approximately 7.42 acres located at 555 W. Airport Freeway. 
The applicant is requesting to rezone the property from S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for 
C-C (Community Commercial) uses to S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for C-C (Community 
Commercial) and Mini-Storage Warehouse including on-site manager residence uses.

All interested persons are encouraged to attend the public hearings and express their opinions 
on the zoning change request.  Written response for the record may also be submitted to: 

City of Irving – Planning & Community Development Dept., 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, 
TX 75060

The applications are on file for public review in the Planning & Community Development Dept. 
at the address listed above during normal business hours. For additional information, please 
contact the Department at 972-721-2424. Please reference the case number when requesting 
information.

This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible parking spaces are available. Requests for 
interpretation services or assistive hearing devices must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. 
Contact the City Secretary’s Office at (972) 721-2493 for assistance.

TAMKO Building Products, Inc. 
seeks the following IT positions 

to work at Irving, TX loc.

* ERP Analyst III (PP,DP & PPDS): 
Design, develop, implement, & 
maintain global solutions with ERP 
software including SAP ECC & PP 
(process orders, BOM’s, production 
versions, recipes, master data, 
output ,  mater ia l  movements, 
engineering change management), 
and SAP SCM & DP and PPDS 
(forecasting & detailed scheduling). 
Reqs gathering, analysis, dvlpmnt, 
& implement process & system 
changes. Advanced SAP config in 
areas incl: manufacturing, planning 
& execution.  Integration with FI/CO, 
SD, MM, & related. Maintain business 
partner/customer and output & text 
determinations. Research OSS 
notes for current apps. Analyze 
SAP change doc objects.  End-user 
testing & training.  Resolve functional 
SAP production prob requests. 
Create specs for ABAP dvlpmnt. 
Work with business process owners 
using ASAP method to improve 
process & ERP system. Work with 
MS Windows, SharePoint. Little 
domestic travel may be involved. 
Must have Masters in Comp Sci, 
I.T., Math, Engr, or related field, 
and 3 yrs relevant experience; or 
Bachelors in related field and 5 yrs 
relev experience.  Relevant exp. to 
include design, implementation and 
support of SAP ECC and SCM. 

**  SAP MM Analys t :  Module 
configuration in ECC MM. Production 
support. High lvl communication 
with customers, team and dept. 
Use  p ro jec t  mgmt  methods . 
Write functional specs. Assist 
programmers. Communic. with 
managers: regular updates, new 
ideas, unusual situations. ID user 
training ops and dev training mats. 
QA work process, ensure adhere to 
co. policies. ID and implement new 
best practices. Problem resolution 
and support,  incl  recommend 
system changes. ID, prioritize and 
resolve SAP and related applic 
issue tickets incl monitor, coord and 
resolve. Coach jnr team members. 
Work with business processes, 
and technologies incl ECC MM, PP, 
PM, SAP db tables, ABAP debugs, 
User exit/Enhancement point. Little 
domestic travel may be involved. 
Must have Bachelors in IT, MIS, Engr 
or related field, and 5 years relevant 
exp. Relevant exp. to include design, 
analysis, implementation and support 
of SAP ERP, Materials Management 
and data migration/integration with 
non-SAP systems. 
May undergo background checks. 
Submit resume & apply at www.
tamko.com/careers. EOE

big prizes each year as they “have 
worked with the North Texas Food 
Bank and many wedding industry 
bridal nonprofits that help brides 
who don’t have the funds,” Stiv-
ers said. “We’ve done a lot of stuff 
through KLTY radio in giving away 
a wedding through their broad-
cast. We’ve done a ‘wish’ promo-
tion through KLTY where they give 
things away during the holidays, 
and through that we have given 
away a wedding. 

“We currently have a promotion 
with KISS FM. We are giving away 
a wedding for 2017 and a contestant 
can go on the KISS FM website and 
register for that contest. We work 
also with 102.9 NOW Radio where 
we are giving away a honeymoon 
and a wedding cake at the end of 
January,” she said.

The bridal show also offers enter-
tainment for the brides and grooms, 
like the works of local musicians and 

a bridal fashion show that contains 
looks for men, as vendors showcase 
tuxedos. The next Irving bridal show 

will occur July 10 at the Irving Con-
vention Center.

Ben Harris has been appointed 
Chief Operating Officer at Las Coli-
nas Medical Center in Irving, Tex-
as. Harris will leave his post as Vice 
President of Business Development 
at The Medical Center of Plano and 
assume his new position on Feb. 8. 

Since 2011, under Harris’ leader-
ship, The Medical Center of Plano 
has experienced significant growth 
and increased market share in ma-
jor services lines including neuro-
surgery, spine, trauma, and oncolo-
gy. He was instrumental in opening 
the hospital’s dedicated neurosci-
ence unit, which is one of the largest 
in the nation. Harris also helped im-
prove physician relations, achieving 
physician satisfaction rankings in 
the top 3 percent of hospitals across 
the country.

His commitment to the com-
munity is evidenced through the 
strengthening and expansion of the 
hospital’s partnerships with charita-
ble and nonprofit organizations. He 
continues to serve on the Plano City 
Council and is currently the coun-
cil’s Deputy Mayor Pro Tem.

“Ben has been an exceptional 
member of our senior leadership 

DALLAS – On Jan. 11, Mothers 
Against Drunk Driving® (MADD) 
launched a petition demanding 
Ethan Couch’s case be moved from 
juvenile to adult court during his 
transfer hearing scheduled on 
Jan. 19. Within 24 hours, MADD 
reached their goal of 30,000 signa-
tures on madd.org/fightaffluenza. 
“30,000 signatures in one day, 
there is no denying the nation’s 
frustration that Ethan Couch hasn’t 
been held accountable,” said MADD 
National President Colleen Shee-
hey-Church, whose 18-year-old son, 
Dustin, was killed by an underage 
drunk and drugged driver. “There 
is still a week left until Couch’s 
transfer hearing and we’re confi-
dent we can reach 60,000 signa-
tures. I’ve said it before, and I’ll say 
it again, Couch is not a child and 
it’s time for adult consequences.” 
MADD asked for 30,000 signatures 
by Jan. 19 to provide to the prosecu-
tion prior to Couch’s transfer hear-
ing in Tarrant County, Texas. Trans-
ferring Couch to adult court gives the 
criminal justice system the oppor-
tunity to hold him accountable by 
ensuring his probation extends be-
yond his 19th birthday in April 2016. 
“Couch has been found, and every-
thing possible must be done to hold 
him accountable and to ensure that 

During their Dec. 8 regular meet-
ing, Coppell City Council unani-
mously approved an ordinance to 
raise the current water and sewer 
rates by 15 percent beginning Feb. 
1. The City has not raised water and 
sewer rates since 1994.

The current rates have provided 
the water/sewer fund with a healthy 
operating reserve, the ability to 
make bond payments and fund all 
operating and capital expenses from 
existing revenue levels and reserves. 
However, the City has experienced 
an increase in costs from Trinity 
River Authority (TRA) related to in-
creased flow coming from Coppell. 
The increase in TRA cost is estimat-
ed to be $1.1 million for fiscal year 
2016. 

The City has also been notified by 
Dallas Water Utilities (DWU) that 
they are passing along a 27 percent 
increase in water volume rates and 
a 9 percent increase in the water 
demand rate related to a dispute 
between DWU and the Sabine River 
Authority. These two items increase 
the cost of providing water and sew-
er service to customers today. 

In addition the Engineering De-
partment identified the need for a 
second source pump station and 
ground storage tank. The cost of this 
project will require the issuance of 
$10 million in revenue bonds. Rev-
enue bond debt covenants require 
the Water Sewer Fund to maintain 
rates at a level providing net reve-
nues equal to 125 percent of the av-
erage bond payment. 

The dollars collected from the in-
crease will allow the City to accom-

Las Colinas Medical 
Center Appoints Ben 
Harris COO

team,” said Charles Gressle, CEO of 
The Medical Center of Plano. “He 
has a reputation for strong lead-
ership with rapid execution and 
accountability. Ben has made a sig-
nificant contribution to The Medical 
Center of Plano’s ability to provide 
exceptional health care to our grow-
ing community.” 

Harris received a Bachelor of Arts 
in Government from University of 
Texas at Austin in 2000 and a Mas-
ter of Business Administration from 
Dallas Baptist University in 2015. 

As Chief Operating Officer at Las 
Colinas Medical Center, Harris will 
be responsible for the daily opera-
tions of the 100-bed full-service hos-
pital with more than 550 physicians 
and more than 450 employees.

“The Las Colinas Executive Team 
looks forward to welcoming Ben and 
capitalizing on his business develop-
ment experience to grow key service 
lines while exploring new markets 
which will be beneficial to the com-
munities we serve” said Daniela 
Decell, CEO of Las Colinas Medical 
Center.

SOURCE Las Colinas Medical Center

30,000 sign MADD’s 
#FightAffluenza petition

Couch has no more victims,” Shee-
hey-Church said in a statement re-
leased from MADD. “Couch is not 
a child. His actions are not that of 
a child. Four people were killed 
and several injured, and Couch 
continues to show no remorse 
and blatant disregard for the law.  
“Time and time again MADD hears 
stories where the drunk driving 
offender only receives a slap on 
the wrist, and enough is enough. 
Enough excuses. Enough second 
chances. The families impacted 
will never get a second chance to 
see their loved ones, or to stop in-
juries from happening,” she said. 
“The national attention in the Couch 
case must be used to start a larg-
er conversation about the coun-
try’s complacency on drunk driv-
ing. Our hearts are broken for the 
hundreds of thousands of victims 
who have been killed or injured.” 
For those personally impacted by 
the Couch case, or any one impact-
ed by drunk driving, drugged driv-
ing and underage drinking conse-
quences, MADD Victim Services 
are available at no charge, serving 
one person every fifteen minutes 
through local victim advocates and 
MADD’s 24-Hour Victim Helpline, 
1-877-MADD-HELP. 

SOURCE Mothers Against Drunk Driving

Coppell water rates 
to increase Feb. 1 
to cover other costs

plish the following:
cover the increase in costs from 

DWU,
cover the increase in costs from 

TRA related to the infiltration and 
inflow problem,

provide at least 180 days of ex-
penses in operating reserves,

provide a sufficient amount of 
money in reserves to cover unantic-
ipated expenses and/or lower than 
anticipated revenues,

ability to issue bonds for second 
source pump station, as well as two 
future issues of $5 million each for 
the replacement of water lines, re-
placement of Sandy Lake Lift Sta-
tion, and Phase 3 of the infiltration 
and inflow project,

ability to meet bond covenant 
coverage requirements for revenue 
bonds, 

ability to increase amount avail-
able for maintenance and capital 
items such as repainting or cleaning 
of the water towers, replacement of 
water meters, supply of vehicles and 
equipment necessary for the various 
jobs, rehabilitation of the lift station, 
etc., and

provide funds for the repair and 
replacement of aging water/sewer 
infrastructure.

The rates shown in the ordinance 
translate into a 15 percent or $11.52 
increase in the average monthly res-
idential water bill. The increase will 
take effect on Feb. 1. Contact Water 
Billing at 972-304-3695 for more 
information or email H2oBills@
coppelltx.gov. 

SOURCE City of Coppell
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The Cop-
pell Police De-
partment is 
requesting the 
public’s assis-
tance in locat-
ing a wanted 
person for the 
recent church 
burglaries at St. 

Ann Catholic Parish, located in the 
100 block of Samuel in Coppell. 

On Dec. 24 and 31, the Coppell 
Police Department responded to St. 

Ann Parish in reference to a theft. 
The Police Department later learned 
that several other churches had the 
same type of suspicious activity. 

After receiving several tips and an 
investigation by the Coppell Police 
Department, it was determined that 
only one of the individuals in the 
photos and video was the common 
denominator in all suspicious activi-
ties at the churches. 

Coppell Police Detectives were 
able to identify, with the public’s 
tips, Jorge Ingoica Puig as being one 

of the males seen in the video. Puig 
is described as being 59 years of age, 
5’7” in height and weighing approxi-
mately 200 pounds. 

If you have information about this 
case, contact Coppell Crime Stop-
pers at 972-436-8477 or www.cop-
pellcrimestoppers.org .

Coppell Crime Stoppers is offer-
ing a reward up to $1000 for infor-
mation that leads to the arrest of this 
suspect.

SOURCE Coppell Police Department

CARRIERS NEEDED!
We currently have routes open for single copy 
and home delivery. Pay between $65 and $95 
a week. Signing bonus available. All routes 
are in the Irving 
area. Must have 
own transporta-
tion, drivers 
license, and 
insurance. 
For more 
information 
call 214-676-1145 
and ask for 
Laurie, or email 
laurier@ramblernewspapers.net.

Graduation
Continued from Page 1

Aquatics
Continued from Page 1

do an even better job. We have the 
clarity and support to help our stu-
dents go on to do amazing things.”

A major factor regarding the in-
creased graduation rate and the 
decreased dropout rate lies with 
Irving ISD’s emphasis on the stu-
dents individually, and figuring out 
what students who may not gradu-
ate need in order to maintain their 
studies. 

Attendance administrators and 
other IISD employees seek out stu-
dents who have dropped out or are 
in danger of dropping out and work 
with them in their homes to try and 
recover them. An attendance im-
provement program and other pro-
grams are employed to encourage 
students to remain in school. A key 
part of the process is for the IISD 
representatives to develop relation-
ships with the students and parents 
in order to provide personalized 
help, since the needs of families dif-
fer greatly from case to case.

“The important thing is to pay 
attention to where every kid is in 
their education and know what they 
need,” Dr. Parra said. “We’ve been 
doing that, and recently we’ve been 
very focused and making a concert-
ed effort to understand the students. 
It’s not just about the graduation 
numbers. Behind every number is 
a name, and behind every name is a 
human being. Student achievement 
is about more than test scores or 
graduation rates; it is about every 
child reaching his or her maximum 
potential.” 

Irving ISD has also put systems 
and people in place to create oppor-
tunities for students to be successful 
post-graduation. 

“We want to make sure our 
students know graduation is not 
the ending point, but the starting 
point,” Dr. Parra said. “Our teachers 
and staff members are dedicated to 
helping students reach the best out-
come possible once they move on 
from high school and onto their next 
steps in life.”

The graduation rate for Irving ISD 
has been steadily increasing for the 
last seven years. In 2014, the over-
all district graduation rate was 88.2 

percent. The national graduation 
rate for the previous year was 82-84 
percent, and the state graduation 
rate was around 88.4 percent. Final 
data on the official graduation rate 

for Cohort 2015 on all levels (local to 
national) should become available 
by the end of the year at the latest. 

Additional data has also shown an 
improvement in the number of con-

tinuers in the Irving ISD (students 
who do not graduate in four years 
but remain in high school to contin-
ue their studies.) While the number 
of leavers (students who leave the 

district but continue to receive some 
form of schooling) has remained rel-
atively consistent.

“When we meet the unique, indi-
vidual needs of children, we all suc-
ceed,” Dr. Parra said.

py that we have five or six families 
out here having a good time. It’s not 
just for the kids who have exception-
al needs, it’s also for their families. 
A lot of times when a family has an 
exceptional needs member it’s hard 
to find an activity that they can all 
do together. Swimming is definitely 
one that they can all participate in. 

“I hope that maybe in February 
the entire pool is pretty much cov-
ered in people ready to have fun. As 
you can see, we have at least a dozen 
folks out there, they’re all being ac-
tive, having fun, multigenerational, 
and that’s what it’s all about here in 
Irving.” 

Also attending the event was Ray 
Cerda, director of the Parks and 
Recreation Department of Irving. 

“This is of course open to fami-
ly members and caregivers for our 
special needs population,” Cerda 
said. “We hope to have 20 or 30 kids 
in this program. For the summer, 
we’re actually going to go out to our 
Irving West Aquatic Facility, so I 

think that is actually going to open 
things up bigger than they are here 
today.”

Elvia Espino, the parent who 
helped start the Aqua Stars pro-
gram, shared her thoughts on why 
such events are important to her, 
her son, and the special needs com-
munity as a whole. 

“My son is six years old, and he 
has Autism Spectrum Disorder with 
cognitive delay and speech delay,” 
Espino said. “He loves to swim. It 
just seemed like a no brainer that 
with all the amenities the City of Ir-
ving has that we should be able to do 
something for our kids to keep them 
occupied during the winter. 

“I went to City Council, I present-
ed with Ray Cerda, so they’ve gone 
above and beyond. While this is a 
pilot program, I believe we’re on 
our way to creating an innovative 
approach for other cities to follow. 
People need to understand that chil-
dren don’t necessarily look like they 
have a disability. People just need 

to be a little more open minded and 
embrace people,” she said.

Espino hopes the program serves 
as an avenue for other children to 
spend time with disabled children, 
an activity that could greatly benefit 
everyone involved. 

“I think it’s worthwhile that even 
though your children aren’t phys-
ically or mentally disabled, they 
bring their children, so they learn 
to socialize with other children who 
have autism, or ADHD, or other is-
sues. I think it’s a great opportunity 
to get their kids involved, so they 
can learn to be friends and be nice 
and accepting of other people who 
aren’t like them.”

Dates for upcoming Aqua Star 
events are Feb. 14, March 13, April 
10, and May 15. For those interested 
in attending these events, a parent 
or legal caretaker or guardian over 
the age of 18 must accompany chil-
dren. General pool admission fees 
still apply. 

By Matthew Pedersen
Essie’s Girls Inc. recently held 

a workshop focused on educating 
young girls and women on aspects 
of living happy, healthy lives at the 
South Irving Library. The Jan. 9 
workshop was just one in a three 
part series of events that Essie’s 
Girls has planned. 

According to the organization’s 
website, “Essie’s Girls Inc was cre-
ated to make a positive difference in 
the lives of youth today. We provide 
individual mentoring, accompanied 
with structured group activities for 
girls, grades 6th -12th in the Dallas/
Fort Worth area.” 

“We’re going to be talking about 
healthy relationships and healthy 
boundaries,” Rhonda Jackson, 
founder of Essie’s Girls Inc., said. 
“The girls hear information about 
friends, the different key character-
istics of friends, how to recognize 
friends. [They also learn] how to set 
their boundaries, how to feel com-
fortable within a relationship, and 
how to not be pressured or bullied.” 

Libby Woolverton, a volunteer 
and speaker at the workshop, has 
experience with domestic violence 
and its effects through her work for 
the Dallas Area Rape Crisis Center. 

“The first part [of the three part 
program] is about healthy relation-
ships and boundaries,” Woolverton 
said. “I think a lot of people assume 
we’re talking boyfriend-girlfriend 
sort of relationships, but we’re 
talking across the board. We’re also 
talking about friends, about fami-
lies, coaches, teachers, what is that 
relationship? What are qualities of a 
healthy relationship? What do you 
feel when you’re in a healthy rela-
tionship?”

Essie’s Girls provided mentors 
to hold discussions with the girls 
about the information offered in the 
presentation. The mentors hope to 
guide the young women, so they can 
use the information they learn in 
their own lives. 

“The majority of our girls are in 
Irving,” Jackson said. “They’re just 
any girl whose parent is interested 

Coppell Police Department seeks 
information on church thefts

Mentoring program helps girls grades 6 through 12
in having an additional individual in 
their lives to kind of give [the girls] 
an extension of what they’re giving 
their daughters. 

“We have a lot of parents who are 
working moms or single parents, 
and they’re just not able to give 
that time like they really need to. So 
they want to make sure that their 
daughters aren’t going without. We 
provide a one-on-one mentoring 
program in addition to structured 
workshops for the girls. We do field 
trips and lots of different things to 
give them the exposure they need,” 
she said.

Michelle Dewberry, one of the 
mentors volunteering for the pro-
gram, commented on how she has 
developed a relationship with her 
mentee. 

“As a mentor, my role is inspiring 
the girls, giving them the perspective 
of feeling good about themselves, 
feeling good about their society and 
their environment,” Dewberry said. 
“I play a role in mentoring a young 
girl that is in middle school. Mid-
dle school can be pretty challeng-
ing because this is the time when 
the younger kids start to define and 
develop themselves, and find out 
where they fit in. 

“My role is to just keep that posi-
tive thought in the back of her mind. 
I’m very open to her. We have a 
great relationship. She’s open with 
me. We talk about her future. 

“I’ve learned a great deal from this 
little girl. She has a bright future and 
knows what she wants to do with 
her life,” she said. 

Dewberry’s mentee isn’t the only 
one who benefits from the relation-
ship.

“It’s actually made a major impact 
in my life. I have the opportunity to 
work with the younger generation. 
It helps me overall, spiritually, phys-
ically, psychologically to be an even 
better person,” Dewberry said. “It’s 
not just a benefit for the teens, but 
it’s a benefit for the mentor as well.” 

Mentoring also has an undeni-
ably positive effect on the children 
fortunate enough to be a part of 

the program. Statistics show that 
children who meet regularly with a 
mentor are 46 percent less likely to 
use drugs, 27 percent less likely to 

begin drinking alcohol, and 52 per-
cent less likely to skip school.

For parents of eligible children or 
for those interested in mentoring, 

learn more information by visiting 
www.essiesgirlsinc.org, or by calling 
469-524-8425. 
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Bill Gene 
Buttery
Bill Gene 

Buttery, age 89, 
passed away 
January 7, 2016 
at home with his 
family. He was 
born December 

31, 1926, in Pender, Nebraska, to 
Elwood and Alma (Lowery) Buttery 
and attended Central High school 
in Sioux City, Iowa. On June 1, 1952 
Bill married his beautiful sweetheart 
Patricia (Hammond) Buttery. They 
had 3 beautiful children.

Bill was employed by Mid-Con-
tinent Airlines which later merged 
with Braniff Airlines. In 1967, Bill 
moved his family to Irving, Tx. He 
retired from Braniff Airlines after 35 

years of service. Bill also worked for 
and retired from the City of Irving 
after 10 years of service. 

Bill Buttery was devoted to his 
family. His hobbies included trav-
eling, golfing, bowling, crossword 
puzzles, and the gun range. He 
also loved the Studebaker. And he 
thought McDonalds had the best 
coffee in the city. 

Bill is survived by Patricia But-
tery, his wife of 63 years; daughter 
Pamela Reynolds; son Mark Buttery 
(Mara); and daughter Teresa Grif-
fin (Mike); 9 grandchildren; and 5 
great-grandchildren; brother El-
wood Buttery and sister Betty Ann 
Fox (Paul).

Memorial service Saturday, 3 
p.m., January 23, 2016, Aria Funer-
al Services, 1820 N. Beltline Rd., Ir-
ving, Tx 75061.

F r e e l a n c e r s  N e e d e d
F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c a l l  9 7 2 - 8 7 0 - 1 9 9 2

Norman
I see you, human. I’m Norman. People fascinate me. I enjoy keep-
ing an eye on humans in my proximity to see what they are up to 
and to learn new tricks. I love to follow visitors in the Cat Colony 
and keep them company. Toys really rock my world, and I get 
super-excited about meeting new people! I’m about year old and 
I’m already neutered. I make friends easily, both human-kind 
and pet-kind. While I am curious and on the move, I do like to 
take time to settle down, relax, and enjoy the good life. I’m wait-
ing. Come see me.

Danielle
Hi. My name is Danielle. I’m about 2 years old, and was res-
cued from another shelter. The first thing that you will notice 
about me is my gorgeous unusual eyes. They say that I’m a 
boxer/hound mix, which is a lot of personality, so let me tell 
you about me. I’m a gentle soul, who loves to be loved. I know 
some commands, including I’m good on a leash. I love meet-
ing new people, and I can’t wait to meet my new family. Maybe 
a home with room to run and play. Maybe a lap to nap in. I’m 
here. I’m ready. Let’s meet. 

Put a Paw print in your heart
and a best friend in your home

OPEN
   Tuesday - Friday
         11am - 6 pm
   Saturday
         10 am - 5 pm 

LOCATION
   4140 Valley View Ln.
   Irving, TX 75038
   972-721-7788
   www.DFWHumane.com

ADOPT a new family member today! DONATE if you can not adopt!
Rambler

Subscribe 
to the  

972-870-1992

SAMMy F. 
CArOllO

Sammy F. Carollo, age 75, of 
Flower Mound, formerly of Irving, 
died Wednesday, January 6, 2016 
at a Lewisville hospital.  Born March 
2, 1940 in Greenville, Mississippi, 
he was the son of the late Salvatore 
A. Carollo and Flora Bassi Carol-
lo.  A graduate of Mississippi State 
University and Southern Methodist 
University, he married Mary Phillips 
July 1, 1962 in California. He was 
a retired aerospace engineer and 
had worked at Loral Aerospace in 
Grand Prairie for 30 years. He was a 
member of Holy Family of Nazareth 
Catholic Church and former mem-
ber of the Knights of Columbus. 
Survivors include his wife, Mary of 
Flower Mound; a daughter Robin 
Werner and husband David of Flow-
er Mound; sons, Darren Carollo and 
wife Angela of Dallas and Jeff Car-
ollo and wife Donna of Alaska; and 
nine grandchildren, Jennifer, Mary 
Frances, Andrew, Chris, Sam, Noah, 
Nathalie, Giovanni, and Leonar-
do.  A rosary was said at 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday January 13 followed by 
a Mass of Christian Burial at 11:00 
a.m. both at Holy Family of Naz-
areth Catholic Church in Irving 
with the Rev. Monsignor Jerome 
Duesman as celebrant. Burial was 
Wednesday at Dallas-Fort Worth 
National Cemetery.  Memorials may 
be made to St. Jude’s Hospital in 
Memphis, TN.

Arrangements by
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home 

972-579-1313

MOniCA  n. 
COrtez

Monica N. 
Cortez, lifelong 
Irving resident, 
entered the 
gates of heav-
en on January 
11, 2016 at the 
age of 27. Her 
life journey be-
gan in Dallas 

on January 14, 1988 when she was 
born to Samuel N. and Donna Mc-
Cormick. Monica will be remem-
bered for her extremely outgoing 
and helpful nature. She could eas-
ily turn a bad day around with her 
contagious laughter and caring spir-
it. Monica loved nature and being 
outdoors which included a genuine 
passion for the care and welfare of 
animals. She was also a huge Phil-
adelphia Eagles fan. Monica was 
reunited in heaven with her grand-
parents Robert F. and Henrietta F. 
Cortez. She will be forever missed 
and never forgotten by her beloved 
wife Valerie Cortez; parents Samuel 
and Donna McCormick; sister Can-
dice Cortez and husband Damien 
Galloway; step-daughter Maddison, 
and their cherished pets, Fitzgerald, 
John and Kennedy, along with many 
special nieces, nephews, aunts, un-
cles, cousins and friends. Mass of 
the Christian Burial was celebrated 
by Father Joel Bako at 10:00 AM 
on Saturday, January 16, 2016 in 
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home 
Chapel with interment immediately 
following at Oak Grove Memorial 
Gardens in Irving. The family re-
ceived friends at the funeral home 

on January 15, 2016, followed by a 
recitation of the rosary. 

Arrangements by
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home

 972-254-4242

VirGiniA FrAnCeS 
WAtSOn

Virginia “Sis-
sy” “Grandma” 
Frances Watson, 
born February 
6, 1936 in Vini-
tia, Tx., went 
to be with her 
Lord and Savior 
on December 6, 
2015 in Grape-

vine, Tx. at the age of 79.  She was 
most recently living in Irving, Tx 
and was the daughter of Wayne and 
Helen Watson.  She was preceded in 
death by her parents and two broth-
ers, Jim & Carl Watson.  She is sur-
vived by her brother Bobby Watson 
of Madisonville; son Robert Wayne 
Copeland and fiancée Dana McDan-
iel of San Antonio; son JD Copeland 
and his wife Renee of Irving; three 
granddaughters: Christina Welch 
of Santa Ana, Courtney Tipton of 
San Antonio & Emily Copeland of 
Irving; grandson Cody Copeland of 
Irving; five great-grandchildren and 
many nieces & nephews.

A Memorial Service & Celebration 
of her life will be held on what would 
have been her 80th Birthday, Satur-
day February 6, 2016 at 1:00 p.m. at 
Oak View Baptist Church, 1004 S. 
Story Rd., Irving, Tx 75060.

Donations may be made in her 
name to the Oak View Children’s 
Building project fund.

OBITUARIES
DEATH NOTICES

Arrangements by
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home 

972-579-1313 

Charles J. Espinosa
Mar. 5, 1940 - Jan. 8, 2016

Grace Corinne Lee Austin
Jul. 14, 1923 - Jan. 9, 2016

Lorraine G. Wright
Mar. 21, 1926 - Jan. 9, 2016

Clarence A. Holub
Aug. 28, 1930 - Jan. 12, 2016

Karon Arnold
Jul. 15, 1963 - Jan. 9, 2016

Arrangements by
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home

 972-254-4242

Donald E. Shultz
Nov. 13, 1921 - Jan. 8, 2016

Darlene Joyce (Steffens) Glennon
Mar. 8, 1942 - Jan. 11, 2016

Darwin Edward Wilson Crow
Oct. 15, 1924 - Jan. 10, 2016

Main Location: 118 E. Irving Blvd.
Open Thurs - Sat
Call Flo 214-543-1708

Visit one of our pop-up shops inside:
Curiosity Shop 1216 Rock Island Rd.  

FLC Boutique 114 E. Irving Blvd. 

Furniture & Collectibles
Vintage jewelery/clothing & china/silver/linens

By Jenny Quonoey
Teenagers from Coppell Ven-

turing Crew 808 spent a chilly day 
giving back to the community at the 
Circle Ten Council Chill-o-Ree.

Venturing is a branch of Boy 
Scouts of America, for boys and girls 
aged 14 to 20, in which the youth 
members plan and lead activities 
themselves. The Coppell Venturing 
Crew, known as Crew 808, formed 
just over one year ago, and this is 
their second time helping at Chill-
o-Ree.

Chill-o-Ree is part of the Scou-
treach program, a community fund 
to pay the way for scouts who other-
wise could not afford to participate 
in Scouting. The funds come from 
the Friends of Scouting campaign 
and from the Trevor Rees-Jones 
Scoutreach Foundation. At Chill-o-
Ree, elementary school students ex-
perience fun events during the day 
at a scout camp.

“We are honored that Council 
asked our crew to assist with this 
event”, said Abby Hymer, Vice-Pres-
ident of Programs. “We had a great 

Coppell Venturing Crew 
participates in Chill-o-Ree

time working with the Cub Scouts 
and their families.”

Crew 808 volunteers ran a paint-
ball slingshot station, and then 
camped the night at the scout camp. 

“I look forward to helping again 
next year,” Hymer said.

Members of Crew 808 also helped 
collect food donations for local food 
banks at the annual Scouting for 
Food event, and participated in 
many other fun events such as rock 
climbing and a 12-day hike at Philm-
ont Scout Ranch in New Mexico.

Crew 808 prepares to get messy at their paintball slingshot fundraiser which benefits 
scouts who are not able to afford to participate in scouting. /Courtesy Photo
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their information on a 
monthly basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have accurate 
information. Listings are limited to the Organization’s name, 
meeting location and time. If an organization wishes to have more 
information than the free listing offers, we will continue to offer 
other advertising opportunities.
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All Nations Gideons 
International Club of DFW 

10 A.M. Saturday mornings 
2011 W. Irving Blvd. Irving, TX

Call 972-704-6572
American Legion Post #218

Heritage Park Building
215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Buttons & Bows Square 

& Round Dance Club 
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 

Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

Circle I - Square 
& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

God’s Helping Hands Club
2011 W. Irving Blvd. 

972-704-6572 or 
214-732-9263

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Hebrew Torah Scrolls Frame 
Sheets Club

2011 W. Irving Blvd. Irving TX 75061
972-704-6572

Saturdays at 10 AM 
Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
 Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Second Tuesday each month @ 7:30 P.M.

132 E. Second St. Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christain Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Berean Memorial Church

1000 E. 6th Street
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS
* It was beloved American astrophysicist 

and science communicator Carl Sagan who 
made the following sage observation: “If it 
can be destroyed by the truth, it deserves to 
be destroyed by the truth.”

* You probably are well aware of the 
fact that caffeine enhances memory and 
learning in humans -- if you’re not a coffee 
addict yourself, you almost certainly know 
someone who is. But you probably didn’t 
know that the substance has the same ef-
fect on bees. More than half of all flowering 
plants produce caffeinated nectar, and tests 
recently conducted by researchers at the 
University of Sussex in the United Kingdom 
demonstrate that bees strongly prefer nec-

tar with caffeine to the decaf version. 

* Some ancient Greeks believed that baldness could be cured 
by applying to the hairless area a mixture of horseradish and pi-
geon droppings.

* Parents of younger children probably will not be surprised by 
the following factoid: Six eight-stud Lego bricks can be put togeth-
er in a whopping 915,103,765 different ways -- and at least one of 
those bricks will end up being stepped on by a barefoot adult. 

* If you’re planning a trip to Nevada, you might want to keep 
in mind that in that state, it is technically illegal to kiss if you have 
a mustache. 

* For reasons that are not entirely clear at present, in the spring 
of 2010 a 28-year-old man in South Korea married a large pillow 
printed with the image of an anime character. At the wedding, the 
pillow wore a white dress. The man has been seen taking his “wife” 
to an amusement park and out to dinner -- he even orders “her” a 
meal. 

1. GEOGRAPHY: Where is the country of Belize located?
2. HISTORY: In what country did the 1960 Sharpeville massacre 

occur?
3. LITERATURE: In what state did poet Emily Dickinson live her 

entire life?
4. MOVIES: What was the name of the spaceship in “Alien”?
5. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: A strong, cool wind called the mistral 

is associated with which country?
6. MYTHOLOGY: What kind of creature is a griffin?
7. TELEVISION: Which character on “The Addams Family” spoke 

the catchphrase “you rang?”?
8. THEATER: Which play’s title character was nicknamed “The 

Demon Barber of Fleet Street”?
9. MUSIC: Who wrote the song “Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds”?

Answers
1. Central America
2. South Africa
3. Massachussetts
4. Nostromo

5. France
6. A lion’s body with an eagle’s head, 

wings and claws
7. Lurch
8. “Sweeney Todd”
9. John Lennon and Paul McCartney
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UNITY CHURCH
Unity of Irving

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class

11:00 AM Service
& Children’s Church

Reverend Frank Pounders
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-5083

unitychurchofirving.com

Heart of Worship Baptist
2201 W. Shady Grove Rd.

www.howbc.org
Worship: 9 am

Sunday School:10:30 am
Pastor Mike Blalock

214-864-0635

BAPTIST

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third,  75060

972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Second and fourth Sundays

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
First Church of Christ, Scientist

2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 75061
972-253-7202

www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-0476

access code 884879
For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Belt Line Road

Church of Christ
1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061

1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century
Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.

972-790-8606 
www.BeltLineChurch.com

rev. Sara Hardaway, 

WORSHIP
WORSHIP ADS

To list your house of worship in the Ram-
bler, please contact Laurie at  972-870-

1992 or  Laurier@ramblernewspapers.net

MOVIE REVIEWS
45

By Matt Mungle
Synopsis: A man crippled by 

his mundane life experiences 
something out of the ordinary. 
Review: If ever there was an anom-
aly in the movie realm it would be 
the stop motion animated film 
from Charlie Kaufman, Anomalisa. 
It is vastly complex in its simplici-
ty. Kaufman and co-director Duke 
Johnson strip away any sort of pre-
tense and white noise to deliver a 
stunningly moving and touching 
story. The use of this medium is ge-
nius in that it gives them the ability 
to navigate what the main charac-
ter is going through in a way that 
live action movie making could nev-
er do.

Michael Stone (voiced by David 
Thewlis) is a popular author in the 
realm of Customer Service training. 
He spends his days traveling to sem-
inars to teach and instruct others in 
the field of customer relations. This 
in its self is a paradox since Michael 
is unable to interact with others on 
any sort of deep level. He is void 
of emotion and nothing stirs him 
to excitement. He is a shell of a man 
walking numbly through life. Mi-
chael is on a routine business trip 
when he hears the voice of a strang-
er. It is a voice that moves him and 
awakens every one of his senses. 
That is when he meets Lisa (voiced 
by Jennifer Jason Leigh).

The audience is instantly able 
to relate and comprehend what 
Stone is going through due to the 
brilliant decision of the filmmak-
ers to use the same voice (Tom 
Noonan) for every character other 
than the two main leads. At first it 
is a bit unsettling and confusing. 
But it takes no time for your brain to 
catch the rhythm and grasp the con-
cept. Everything in Michael’s world 
is stagnant. His wife, co-workers, 
strangers he meets; they are all a 
monotonous repetition of the same. 
Nothing moves him. Nothing caus-
es him to react. Having all of these 
voices sound the same, regardless of 

Stop motion animation brings 
complex characters to film

gender, immediately pulls you into 
his world. You sense how he feels 
and are saddened by the reality of 
how he goes about each day. 

There is an elevated level of ex-
citement when we hear Lisa’s voice 
at the same time Michael does. We 
have been in his head and feeling 
the staleness. So to hear another 
voice stirs the audience. We perk up 
too. Few films have ever captured 
a character like this. We can watch 
and witness and feel in other mov-
ies. But this one adds an element 
that grabs the soul uniquely. We 
seldom stop and think about how 
much the human voice plays into 
our recognition and interaction. 

Anyone who has studied or 
watched the art of stop animation 
knows how painstakingly tedious 
it is. Normally we see it with family 
films, funny animal antics, and ad-
aptations of stories much lighter 
and fanciful. It is one thing to make 
a sheep dance around. But to ma-
nipulate the pieces in order to dis-
play dramatic, human emotion is 
on another level all together. And 
again the filmmakers do it with such 
subtlety and minimalism. Nothing 
is wasted nor are there any frivo-
lous extras. Each still frame is like 
an elaborate portrait. The light-
ing gives dimension and depth so 
that the colors pop and the charac-
ters become scarily lifelike. Hands 
down the most beautiful film ever 
made in this fashion. 

But looks aren’t everything. This 
one has a wonderfully written sto-
ry and dramatic nature that rivals 
most live action flicks. You will get 
so wrapped up and lost in the di-
alogue and events that it is easy to 
forget that what you are seeing is 
puppetry. It is based on an origi-
nal play written by Kaufman and 
the transition to the world of anima-
tion seems a perfect fit.

Anomalisa is rated R for strong 
sexual content, graphic nudity and 
language. The first two items are 
contained in one set of scenes and 

the language is never gratuitous 
or vulgar. Most comes from Mi-
chael’s anger and frustration at 
the way his life is. So nothing is sa-
lacious or gratuitous. But it is a 
very adult film both in content and 
themes. 

I give it 4.5 out of 5 wake up calls. 
It is a film that will stay with you for 
some time. It is a brilliantly crafted 
story that is emotional and sobering. 

Texans ages 16 to 34 are the 
most likely to litter. This contest 
is a great way to share the Don’t 
mess with Texas and Keep Tex-
as Beautiful litter prevention 
messages with your elementary 
school students, so that they learn 
good habits from an early age.  
Inspired by their creativity and de-
sire to protect our environment, 
elementary school students from 
across Texas can submit their best 
litter prevention design to be con-
sidered for the 2016 Don’t mess 
with Texas Calendar. Entries will be 
judged based on creativity/unique-
ness, inclusion of a litter preven-

AUSTIN, TX -- The Texas Associa-
tion of Community Colleges (TACC) 
has partnered with the Council for 
Adult and Experiential Learning 
(CAEL) to offer the opportunity for 
adult students to earn college credit. 
Students can save time and money 
in earning their degree by demon-
strating the learning they obtained 
through life and work experience, 
Dr. Martha Ellis, TACC Interim Pres-
ident and CEO, recently announced.  
“Adult students here in Texas have 
significant skills and knowledge 
gained through work, volunteering 
or service in the military,” said Dr. 
Cynthia Ferrell, Executive Direc-
tor of the Texas Success Center, a 
subsidiary of TACC. “Through this 
new Prior Learning Assessment 
(PLA) program, students can build 
a portfolio of their expertise and 
have it assessed for college cred-
it, reducing the time and cost to 
earn their degree. This method for 
earning credit will guarantee bet-

Texas Association of Community Colleges offers 
new way to help students earn college credit

ter opportunities for community 
college students, old and new.” 
In order to earn credit, students 
develop an online learning port-
folio that is evaluated for college 
level learning acquired outside of 
traditional college courses. Once 
the portfolio is submitted for as-
sessment, faculty with appropriate 
subject matter expertise evaluate 
the student’s portfolio to determine 
a credit award. To start the process, 
students register for a self-paced 
online course at their college, of-
fered through the Virtual College 
of Texas. The course will teach stu-
dents how to match their learning 
to college courses in their degree 
plan, and what to include in their 
portfolios. Students can register for 
this course at any time and com-
plete it in up to six months, which 
gives students flexibility to accom-
modate their active schedules. 
The Texas colleges participating 
are College of the Mainland, Tex-

arkana College, Ranger College, 
San Jacinto College, The Alamo 
Colleges, Lone Star College System 
and Tarrant County College District.  
The portfolio assessment is pro-
vided by LearningCounts, an ini-
tiative of the Council for Adult and 
Experiential Learning, (CAEL) a 
nonprofit 501(c) (3) organization 
based in Chicago, Ill. that assists 
adults with their educational en-
deavors, finding practical ways to 
transfer learning from prior pro-
fessional and life experiences that 
occur outside the classroom to 
college course credit and the com-
pletion of a postsecondary degree. 
“PLA can be especially powerful 
for adult students who in many 
cases must also balance their class-
es with work and family demands 
which may make it difficult for 
them to earn their degree,” Ferrell 
said. “Thanks to PLA programs like 
this one, students can earn college 
credit for what they already know, 

saving them both time and mon-
ey to help them earn their degree.”  
To learn more, students should 
ask their advisers or visit http://
www.learningcounts.com/tacc/ . 
“This is a powerful new program 

and we look forward to working 
with adult students everywhere 
to help them achieve their dream 
of a college degree,” Ellis said.   
SOURCE The Council for Adult and Experi-
ential Learning

Don’t mess with Texas, KTB offer 
elementary school art contest

tion message and interpretation of 
theme, overall visual appeal, com-
position, and age appropriateness. 

Students who create the top 13 
winning designs will have their art-
work assigned to a month or fea-
tured on the cover of the 2016 Don’t 
mess with Texas Calendar. Each will 
also win an iDeaUSA 8 tablet donat-
ed by H-E-B and Central Market. All 
student winners and their artwork 
will be showcased on the Don’t mess 
with Texas and Keep Texas Beauti-
ful websites and social media sites, 
at the 2016 Keep Texas Beautiful 
annual conference, in media an-
nouncements and through other 

means as appropriate. 
Teachers representing students 

who produce the top 13 designs will 
each win a $100 H-E-B and Central 
Market gift card. 

Everything you’ll need to partici-
pate—including fact sheets, official 
rules, and the contest entry form 
and agreement—is posted at Dont-
MessWithTexas.org. The contest 
will be held through April 8. Win-
ners will be announced in early May.

Contact Keep Texas Beautiful at 
1-800-Clean-Up or info@ktb.org for 
any questions regarding the contest. 

SOURCE Don’t mess with Texas
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BW Collision Repair, Inc.
208 Mavis l Irving TX

972-438-6766 l www.bwcollision.com

By Matthew Pedersen
Residents within University Park, 

a gated community in Irving near 
Northgate and O’Connor, were sur-
prised to discover a large amount 
of damage caused by an appar-
ent landslide on Jan. 11. While no 
homes or buildings were damaged, 
and fortunately no people were hurt, 
the damage to the landslide site is 
extensive. 

The slide engulfed a large portion 

Questions surround landslide occurrence in gated community
of a stone wall and spilled out onto 
a nearby street in the 3100 block of 
University Park Lane. The size of 
the affected area was easily several 
yards long. This is not the first time 
landslides have been an issue for 
the gated community, as the hole 
created by this slide was just a doz-
en yards away from a similar hole 
opened up sometime last year.  

The City of Irving rejected claims 
and theories linking the landslide 

to recent earthquakes, pointing the 
blame instead to the large amounts 
of rain Texas residents have en-
dured in the past year. 

This response was not taken well 
by the community in University 
Park. Some residents claim that 
the issue is closely related to earth-
quakes in the Irving area. 

Several days after the actual land-
slide the Engineering Department 
of the City of Irving released the fol-

lowing statement. 
“This slope is located inside the 

University Park gated communi-
ty and is on private property. The 
slope failure is a typical soil satura-
tion slide and is due to the extraordi-
nary amount of rainfall we received 
last spring and fall. During these 
extremely wet periods, the clay soil 
on slopes becomes completely sat-
urated. This soil loses its frictional 
stability and the weight of the wet 

soil causes the slope to seek a more 
stable angle, resulting in the slide.”

It could be quite some time be-
fore residents learn the whole 
truth about the landslide’s cause, 
as a statement from the Universi-
ty Park’s Homeowner Association 
mentioned that professionals will 
not be able to examine the location 
until the soil has dried. 

By Andrew R. Campanella
When it comes to K-12 education, 

America’s parents want more choic-
es.

In fact, almost two thirds of par-
ents – 64 percent – say they wish 
they had more options for their chil-
dren’s education.

In a society where Americans 
choose practically everything, from 
the brands of coffee they drink in 
the morning to the types of cars they 
drive, it is understandable that par-
ents are demanding more of a say 
in where they send their children to 
school.

Parents understand that with 
greater options come better results 
for their children. Every child is 
unique, with distinctive interests 
and learning styles. Moms and Dads 
know that a school that might work 
for one student might not be a good 

LUBBOCK, Texas -- For The Unit-
ed Family®, 2016 marks a historic 
year, as United Supermarkets cele-
brates the store’s 100th anniversary. 
What began as United Cash Store in 
Sayre, Okla. in 1916 has grown into 
a multi-banner, Texas-based gro-
cery chain with 66 stores in 36 com-
munities. Today, The United Fam-
ily operates United Supermarkets, 
Market Street, Albertsons Market 
and Amigos grocery locations, as 
well as United Express fuel and con-
venience stores, throughout West 
Texas, Dallas-Fort Worth and East-
ern New Mexico.

“Reaching our 100th anniver-
sary is a remarkable accomplish-
ment, and a true testament to the 
hard work and dedication of all our 
team members through the years, 
as well as our loyal guests in each 
of our communities,” said Robert 
Taylor, who was appointed CEO of 
The United Family in 2010. “Most 
importantly, this celebration is a 
tribute to the Snell family, because 
without their vision and leadership, 
United wouldn’t be the beloved su-
permarket it is today.” 

On Saturday, Jan. 16, the compa-

Keep Irving Beautiful (KIB) cel-
ebrated another successful year in 
2015 educating and engaging the 
community in its three main focus 
areas – litter abatement, beautifica-
tion and recycling. 

KIB hosted its two major clean-
ups, the “Don’t Mess with Texas 
Trash-Off” in April and the 24th 
annual Trash Bash in September, 
both at Trinity View Park. Addition-
ally, the organization hosted small-
er scale cleanups with corporate, 
school, neighborhood associations 
and faith group partners. 

At the end of the year, the com-
bined cleanup efforts totaled 3,650 
hours of service. Kib Volunteers 
removed over 14,400 pounds of lit-
ter, keeping it from reaching water-
ways, as well as diverting over 3,360 
pounds of this to a recycling center 
rather than the landfill. Adopt-a-
spot volunteers helped keep neigh-
borhoods clean year-round, collect-
ing more than 2,200 bags of trash 
and recyclables while contributing 
approximately 4,000 hours in this 
effort.

In the area of beautification, 
KIB volunteers helped give a fresh 
look to Irving park facilities, like 
the Senter Park pool, where VHA 
and LandDesign, Inc. each had a 
community service day to paint the 
fencing and handrails, and Running 
Bear Park, where SouthGate Con-
structors’ summer interns painted 
fences near the playground. 

KIB received a $5,000 grant 
from the UPS Foundation through 

Keep Irving Beautiful 
celebrates successful year

Keep America Beautiful, which was 
used to purchase native trees to be 
planted at the city’s tree farm. Irving 
was also chosen by the Texas A&M 
Forest Service for the “100 Trees for 
100 Cities” program in celebration 
of their 100th anniversary.

KIB promoted recycling through 
its “green events” program, where 
recycling stations were provided 
and attendees were encouraged to 
keep grounds litter-free. At commu-
nity events like the YMCA Fall Fes-
tival, KIB also offered a table with 
a spinning wheel with questions 
about recycling and the environ-
ment, and gave away recycled books 
donated by the Friends of the Irving 
Library as prizes. KIB celebrat-
ed America Recycles Day with the 
YMCA seniors group, who collected 
1,440 pounds of recyclable material.

KIB was recognized both by its 
state and national affiliates in their 
awards programs. The organization 
received the Gold Star and Sus-
tained Excellence from Keep Texas 
Beautiful and the President’s Circle 
Award from Keep America Beauti-
ful. KIB also won 2nd place in the 
nation for largest population cate-
gory in the Affiliate Awards. 

“None of this could have been 
possible without the dedication of 
our volunteers and sponsors,” KIB 
Board Treasurer Chuck Kirk said. 
“On behalf of the entire board, I 
would like to thank everyone who 
was a part of our success in 2015.”

SOURCE Keep Irving Beautiful 

K-12 school choice matters for Texas’s families
fit for another.

From Jan. 24-30, millions of 
Americans will raise awareness 
about the importance of school 
choice at an unprecedented 16,140 
events – including 1105 events in 
Texas. These events are planned 
to coincide with National School 
Choice Week, the largest celebration 
of opportunity in education in US 
history.

For families in the Lone Star 
State, National School Choice Week 
provides a good opportunity to re-
view the different types of education 
options available to their children. 

Parents can choose from schools 
in the public sector – such as tradi-
tional public schools, public charter 
schools, magnet schools, or online 
academies. Parents can also pay 
to send their children to private 
schools, or educate their children in 

the home.
Families can use National School 

Choice Week as an opportunity to 
visit schools, ask lots of questions 
of teachers and administrators, and 
talk with other parents to find a 
school that may be a better fit.

Starting the school search process 
in January, rather than waiting un-
til summer break, means that par-
ents have more options available to 
them.

Of course, some – if not many – 

parents in Texas will find that they 
do not have as many education op-
tions as children and families in 
other states. For these families, Na-
tional School Choice Week provides 
an opportunity to stand up and have 
their voices and opinions heard. 

Providing greater access to educa-
tion options in Texas and across the 
country is essential, not just for in-
dividual families, but for the future 
prosperity of communities.

Research has demonstrated that 

when parents actively choose the 
schools their children attend, or 
choose to educate their children in 
the home, high school graduation 
rates increase dramatically.

Most importantly, though: school 
choice matters because every child 
in America has potential. Today’s 
students are tomorrow’s leaders, 
and together, we must do every-
thing possible to prepare them for 
success. 

The United Family celebrates 100th 
anniversary of United Supermarkets

ny will kick-start the yearlong cele-
bration with a birthday party at all 
66 stores and give away a total of 
100,000 free cupcakes. 

Also in January, The United 
Family will launch Shop to Support 
Schools, a school donation program, 
which will challenge community 
members to get involved and help 
improve the future of local chil-
dren. In addition, the company will 
take a bite out of hunger, donating 
100,000 pounds of apples to local 
food banks across the company’s 
service areas in April. 

“The company has been very for-
tunate for an entire century to have 
owners as well as leaders who be-
lieve in the core value of supporting 
communities and doing the right 
thing,” Taylor said. “In honor of that 
legacy and to kick off our next 100 
years, the 100th anniversary of Unit-
ed Supermarkets will be acknowl-
edged and celebrated in each of our 
36 communities in Texas and New 
Mexico.”

United moved to the company’s 
now headquarter city of Lubbock, 
Texas in 1956 when Jack Snell, son 
of H. D. Snell, purchased three Tay-

lor Safeways. The company con-
tinued its expansion over the next 
four decades under the leadership 
of Jack and his son, Robert, and by 
1991, United stores were in 20 com-
munities throughout Texas.

To express appreciation for the 
many communities that have sup-
port the company, beginning May 
31, The United Family will celebrate 
100 Days of Giving, presenting 
$1,000 to a different local non-prof-
it for 100 consecutive days, totaling 
a donation of $100,000. Also during 
that time, the company will donate 
100,000 additional pounds of food 
to local food banks in June in prepa-
ration for fall and winter when do-
nations are needed most. Lastly, 
before Thanksgiving, The United 
Family will spread joy to area chil-
dren’s hospitals in 12 markets by 
distributing 1,200 special 100th An-
niversary stuffed animals. 

The United Family remained a 
family-owned supermarket chain 
for 98 years until becoming a whol-
ly-owned subsidiary of Albertson’s 
LLC on Dec. 27, 2013. 

SOURCE The United Family®

Keep Irving Beautiful partners with organizations like Friends of the Irving Library to 
provide opportunities for people to get involved in litter abatement, beautification and 
recycling. / Courtesy photo


