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By Demond King
 More than 800 Irving Indepen-

dent School District employees and 
sponsors gathered during the 61st 
Annual Back to School Luncheon to 
welcome nearly 350 new teachers 
to the district. The annual luncheon 
was hosted in partnership with the 
Greater Irving-Las Colinas Cham-
ber of Commerce, and presented by 
Michaels. 

“The focus is to give back to the 
teachers and administrators on the 
front line teaching our next genera-
tion,” Beth Bowman, President and 
CEO of The Greater Irving-Las Coli-
nas Chamber of Commerce said. “Ir-
ving elected school district officials, 
the mayor, city council members, 
and board members from the busi-
ness community are collaborating 
today to let the new teachers and 
administrators know that they are 
important to our community teach-
ing our future generation. They are 
the rock stars.

“We get to produce the event 
in partnership, but we obviously 

By Adam Stephens
Sommeliers and members of the 

wine and beverage industries gath-
ered at TEXSOM 2016 presented at 
the Four Seasons Resort and Club 
in Las Colinas from Aug. 12 to Aug. 
15. About 1,200 attendees had the 
opportunity to attend educational 
seminars and taste different types of 
wine from over 100 producers. 

TEXSOM was founded in 2005 by 
James Tidwell and Drew Hendricks 
as a way to promote and advance the 
wine industry, and to provide edu-
cation for budding sommeliers and 

By Jess Paniszczyn
Eager children and their parents 

formed lines in front of Irving High 
School bright and early Saturday 
morning, August 13, to take their 
first exciting steps into the upcom-
ing school year. After following a 
maze which took them through reg-
istration, vision and dental screen-
ings, and activities that introduced 
them to organizations and non-prof-
its that operate in the community, fi-
nally the youngsters reached the end 
where they were able to choose the 
backpack they will carry for the en-
tire school year, which happened to 
be filled with all the school supplies 
they will need. 

What may have seemed like mag-
ic to some of the children was actu-
ally Supplies for Success, a highly 
coordinated, long term effort by a 
number of entities including the Ir-
ving Fire Department, Irving YMCA, 
Irving Schools Foundation, Irving 
ISD, and several local corporations 
and non-profits.

School supplies prepare students to succeed
“We were able to collect a total of 

5,222 backpacks,” Nikki Clemonts, 
an event coordinator, said. “It was a 
total effort of the community. A lot 
of corporations, a lot of non-profits 
and some people from the school 
district really rallied together to 
make sure this happened. We all 
have a common goal and that is to 
help the kids in Irving. 

“Over the past three days, we were 
able to sort, stuff, and move back-
packs, and then get all this up and 
running today.

“I see them come in and you can 
just see the thanks on [the parents’] 
faces. You know what it’s going to do 
for their family. For the kids, the big 
thing is getting to pick out a back-
pack. It’s almost like a little goodie 
bag. They are just as excited as mom 
and dad are, but maybe for different 
reasons.

“We also offer dental and vi-
sion screenings for free. The vision 
screening is provided by the Lions 
Club. We always have a dentist here 

to provide the dental screenings. We 
invite the vendors from local non-
profits and different organizations 
as well, to provide information,” she 
said.

If there are children in need who 

were not able to attend the event, 
they or their parents should speak 
with their school’s counselor.

“After this event, we will also have 
backpacks that go to schools,” Clem-
onts said. “If you didn’t get a letter, 

or you could not make it today, go to 
your counselor and you may be able 
to get a backpack there. It’s not just 
today that we’re giving them to fam-
ilies that need backpacks; there will 

Luncheon welcomes new 
teachers, administrators

All that is wine, studied,
discussed, imbibed at TEXSOM

other professionals. It has grown 
in to one of the most lauded events 
in the world of wine, with guests 
attending from all over the United 
States and even other countries, 
such as Japan. 

“The focus of TEXSOM is educa-
tion, camaraderie and excellence,” 
Tidwell said. “What sets TEXSOM 
apart from many other wine indus-
try events is our unwavering com-
mitment to credibility and quality 
of content. Attendees can always ex-
pect a high level of quality education 
regarding wine and wine service.”

The conference also featured a 
Best Sommelier competition, where 
24 candidates displayed their tal-
ents in different aspects of their pro-
fession. The competition consisted 
of three parts: blind tasting (where 
sommeliers had to examine wines 
and identify their origin, vintage, 
etc.), service (playing waiter and 
demonstrating how they answer 
customers’ questions), and theory. 

This year’s winner was Rachel 
DelRocco from Houston, who re-

wouldn’t have an event if we didn’t 
have the teachers,” she said. “They 
are the reason we are here, and the 
business community believes in 
supporting that front line.”

Bowman said it is important that 
the new teachers and new admin-
istrators know that a vibrant busi-
ness community is welcoming and 
encouraging them for a successful 
year. That sets the tone of the lun-
cheon, and the spirit rises every year 
throughout the event. 

“The luncheon is something we 
have been doing as a very nice way 
for us to welcome the new teachers 
to our district,” Lesley Weaver, IISD 
Director of Communications, said. 

“There were a lot of businesses 
sponsoring for us. There were things 
from Apple Watches to a $500 gift 
card to Michael’s to help the new 
teachers with things around the 
classroom. The teachers were able 
to walk away with great things in-
cluding spa days, hotel staycations, 

See WINES Page 3

See LUNCHEON Page 3

The Irving Police Department 
is investigating a fatal motorcycle 
crash involving 54 year old Irving 
Police Officer Mark Stephen Dahl 
#768. 

On Friday, August 12, at approx-
imately 5:58 a.m. officers respond-
ed to the 7800 block of Valley View 
Lane at Interstate Highway 635 in 
Irving on reports of a single-vehicle 
motorcycle crash. Officers arrived 
and found Officer Mark Dahl to be 
the crash victim. He was transport-
ed to Parkland Hospital but did not 
survive his injuries. The preliminary 
investigation suggests he lost con-
trol and was thrown from his per-
sonal motorcycle while on the way 
to work. No other vehicles were in-
volved. 

Officer Dahl was a nineteen year 
veteran of the Irving Police Depart-
ment. During his tenure he served in 
the Patrol Division, Tactical Section 
and, most recently, the Traffic Di-
vision as a motorcycle officer. Prior 
to joining the Irving Police Depart-
ment, Officer Dahl was a Sheriff’s 
Deputy with the Dallas County Sher-
iff’s Office. He was also a veteran of 
the United States Marine Corps. 

The family has designated the fol-
lowing organizations for memorial 
contributions: Metroplex C.O.P.S. 
(Concerns Of Police Survivors). Do-
nations can be made online at www.
metroplexcops.org or by mail to 
P.O. Box 701, Mansfield, TX 76063. 

Guns & Hoses Foundation of 
North Texas. Donations can be 
made online at www.gunsand-
hosestx.com. 

Police officer dies after 
motorcycle crash Preparing for a lively school year, Rogelio and Rosalba Guel watch as their school age children choose backpacks filled with school 

supplies. /Photos by John Starkey
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son, Landon (6), enjoyed a number 
of the vendors’ displays available at 
the event. 

“We went to the fire vendor and 
the college vendor,” Seaman said. 
“We signed up for Boy Scouts, and 
we got stickers.

“I think this is an awesome thing 
that they do for people who can’t af-
ford [school supplies]. It knocks off 
a huge burden for people who can’t 
afford it. It’s really a great thing,” 
she said.

Kay Dial and her son, Adrian (7), 
appreciated the opportunity to at-
tend the event.

“The kids got a lot of different 
treats, and they have nice back-
packs,” Dial said. “We looked at the 
El Centro table. We signed him up 
for Boy Scouts, and he got to meet 
a lot of the good firefighters from 
Irving.

“This event is a blessing, because 
some people are not able to go out 
and get everything on their own. It’s 
a blessing to get a letter that you’ve 
been chosen to come and be a part 
of something. School supplies are 
very, very expensive. To have an 
event like this for Irving, is really 
good, and I really appreciate it,” she 
said.

also be backpacks at every elemen-
tary school as well.

Irving ISD Superintendent Dr. 
Jose Parra was working behind the 
scenes moving and opening boxes of 
backpacks.

“We really go to great lengths to 
make sure that our students have 
what they need to be successful,” 
Parra said. “School supplies, al-
though it may not seem like a big 
deal, are tremendously important to 
helping students get ready to learn.

“There’s nothing like being pre-
pared for the first day of school. This 
is a great opportunity for kids to find 
a way to get prepared. When you are 
able to walk into your classroom and 
you have everything that you need, 
you are ready to roll. If you don’t 
have to worry about whether or not 
you have school supplies, you can 
jump right into learning lessons. 
Whenever you’re prepared, you feel 
more confident about what you’re 
about to go into. 

“When teachers know their stu-
dents come in fully equipped in 
terms of school supplies and back-
packs then they can really focus on 
the learning, which is what we really 
want,” he said.

Dr. Parra also appreciated the 
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community response 
that made the event pos-
sible.

“It has been incredi-
ble. Just this week alone, 
we went to about three 
different corporations 
and collected backpacks 
and school supplies. It 
has been a phenomenal 
response from our busi-
ness community. All the 
volunteers have been 
working hard on this 
project throughout the 
summer,” he said.

Staci Seaman and her 

As Fabiola Chavez prepares to 
leave Eastfield College this summer, 
she will take with her the President’s 
Volunteer Service Award from Pres-
ident Barack Obama. 

Chavez, who is transferring to the 
University of Dallas this fall, has 
volunteered her time at Methodist 
Hospital since August 2015 in the 
clinical research department where 
she assists a clinical research scien-
tist. 

“I’ve learned how to publish and 
how to submit a manuscript during 
that time. The hours I spent in the 
department were submitted for the 
President’s Award,” Chavez said 
about her Bronze Award.

After earning an associate degree 
at Eastfield in 2015 and taking class-
es at the college for an additional 
year, Chavez has been preparing for 
the next phase of her education, a 
career in medicine, by studying and 
getting involved in student leader-
ship organizations along the way.

As an Eastfield College student, 
Chavez was involved in several stu-
dent organizations, and she trav-

eled as well to study and to tell the 
community college story to national 
legislators. Fabiola was a member of 
the two-year academic honorary Phi 
Theta Kappa and served as a Stu-
dent Ambassador at Eastfield. She 
traveled to Hawaii for biology stud-
ies one summer; to the Big Thicket 
Natural Preserve for more biology 
studies; and then to Washington, 
D.C., in February of this year to rep-
resent the Dallas County Communi-
ty College District during the 2016 
National Legislative Summit. She 
told the community college story to 
legislators at the U.S. Capitol. 

Chavez graduated from W.T. 
White High School in Dallas and de-
cided to enroll immediately at East-
field College in 2013. She said she 
hit a “reset button” and started her 
higher education career at a com-
munity college because the tran-
sition from high school to college 
would be easier. 

“Instead of being bombarded with 
the university experience, I wanted 
to get a dose of college reality at 
Eastfield,” she said. “I wanted more 

personal attention from my profes-
sors and more one-to-one learning 
experiences with faculty.

“I also wanted to stay close to 
home. I wanted a realistic option 
for college, and I wanted a realistic 
price. That’s why I chose to attend 
a community college after high 
school.”

Her decision obviously worked. 
Chavez graduated from Eastfield 
College in May 2015 and continued 
to take classes in 2016. She will ma-
jor in biology (pre-medicine track) 
at the University of Dallas and even-
tually would like to study medicine 
at the University of Texas South-
western Medical Center in Dallas. 

Being a community college stu-
dent gave her yet another advan-
tage: UD offers a Phi Theta Kappa 
transfer scholarship to community 
college students which will pay half 
of Chavez’s tuition. 

“I’m excited to transfer to the Uni-
versity of Dallas after three years at 
Eastfield. I’m prepared for it. It’s not 
nerve-wracking; it’s exciting,” she 
said.
SOURCE Dallas County Community College 

District

Youngsters joyfully took part in bounce houses, balloons, hotdogs, face painting and more before choosing their new backpacks filled 
with school supplies at Antioch Christian Church’s Community Fest. 
Photos by John Starkey

After a rousing children’s concert, a woman receives 
a bag filled with elementary school supplies during 
the Back to School Splash Bash at Oak View Baptist 
Church. / Photos by John Starkey

Student receives award
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Back to School Ice Cream 

Social 
August 20, 6 – 8 p.m.

Celebrate the start of the new school 
year with ice cream in Old Town Coppell. 
Icy treats will be available for purchase 
from some of DFWs most popular 
ice cream trucks including Coolhaus, 
What’s da Scoop?, Kona Ice, Wild 
Catter Coffee, and Fried Pies for All. Old 
Town favorites, Local Diner and Frost 
Cupcakery, will also be in attendance. 
Many sellers will accept credit and debit 
cards, but attendees are encouraged 
to bring cash. Kids can also have their 
faces painted, visit balloon artists, dance 
to music from a DJ, play on the farm-
themed playground, and splash in the 
Main Street Interactive Fountain.  
The City of Coppell will be collecting 
school supplies for the “Buy One, Give 
One” Back to School Supply Drive at 
this event. The drive supports Coppell 
children who need a little extra help with 
this year’s school supplies. Attendees 
who donate supplies at the event will 
receive a free snow cone from Kona Ice. 
The Square at Old Town Coppell is 
located at 768 W. Main 

First Day of School 
August 22

Irving ISD is excited to welcome back 
students, teachers, staff and parents 
for the first day of school on Monday, 
August 22.

NFL Punt, Pass, Kick 
Competition 

August 27, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
In partnership with the Irving Police 
Athletic League, the Irving Police 
Department will host the NFL Punt, Pass 
and Kick competition at Sam Houston 
Middle School, 3033 W. Country Club Dr.   
Open to boys and girls ages 6 to 15, 
the equal opportunity competition 
allows local youth to compete in a 
friendly environment using basic 
football skills (punting, passing and 
kicking). There are five age groups, 
offering a place for everyone. Young 
people are encouraged to take part 
in the NFL’s commitment to Play 60.  
There is no cost to participate just show 
up in sneakers! To learn more about the 
NFL’s Punt, Pass and Kick program, 
visit nflppk.com. 

and even $100 and $50 gift cards 
too.”

Courtney Silverberg was recog-
nized during the luncheon for at-
tending the Mickelson ExxonMobil 
Teachers Academy, where she was 
able to gain new skills and approach-
es in teaching in her classroom. 

“It’s surprising that a lot of the 
teachers in Irving don’t know about 
the conference,” Silverberg said. 
“It’s not just the United States; they 
fly people in from abroad.”

Silverberg spoke to the teachers 
to inform them of the different op-
portunities available to teachers 
who want to continue learning new 
teaching styles and approaches. 
During the conference, she was able 
to build on the teaching skills she al-
ready had and learn new ones. She 
was also able to observe different 

teaching styles from teachers from 
other states and countries.

“There were surprisingly two of 
us here today,” Silverberg said. “I 
was glad to not be the only one in 
the room to attend the great event. 
I can’t wait for more teachers to ex-
perience it. 

“It was amazing for me as a teach-
er. Any trip where you have to pack 
light, because of the free stuff they 
give you is really amazing. It was 
filled with great science experiences 
with integrated math.

“The conference shows different 
approaches to teaching,” she said. 
“Not everyone learns the same. I 
know as a kid, I learned better by 
seeing, touching, and moving ob-
jects than I did with just numbers 
the whole time.” 

LUNCHEON
Continued from Page 1

By Adam Stephens
Irving native and pro baseball 

player Trevor Story may be out for 
the season, but he came back to 
Texas to watch his team, the Colo-
rado Rockies, play against the Tex-
as Rangers in Arlington on Aug. 11. 
As a celebration of this visit, Irving 
Cares, the local charity headed by 
Trevor’s mother, Teddie Story, held 
a fundraiser to encourage Irving res-
idents to attend the game and raise 
money for their cause. 

The Rangers regularly hold “char-
ity night” programs for nonprofits. 
Since Irving Cares helped to adver-
tise the game, they received $5 from 
each ticket they managed to sell. Ap-
proximately 500 tickets were sold 
this way. Members of Irving Cares 
handed out fans at the stadium to 

supporters of Trevor and the Rock-
ies. Trevor was not able to play due 
to a thumb injury sustained near the 
beginning of August, but he watched 
the game from the dugout. Teddie 
also attended the game in a show of 
support for her son. 

“We’ve been looking forward 
to this for a long time,” Karlene 
Swaynie, Irving Cares Executive Ad-
ministrative Assistant, said. “It was 
disappointing that Trevor couldn’t 
play, but we’re glad he at least was 
able to make the trip home. It’s been 
remarkable to see Trevor progress 
through the system. It couldn’t have 
happened to a better family.”

This is not the first time Trevor 
Story and Irving Cares have sup-
ported each other. Earlier in the 
season, Irving Cares held the Trevor 

Story challenge, which encouraged 
people to donate in $27 increments 
(27 being Trevor’s team number) 
each time he hit a home run. 

“He’s a great son—very thought-
ful, kind, and humble,” Teddie said. 
“As a parent, I am very happy he can 
have his dream job. As his family, 
our main role in helping him was 
making sure he had access to every 
opportunity that presented itself. 
While he was growing up, we took 
him to every game, helped him with 
batting practice and whatever he 
needed.

“Lots of people were excited when 
we found out he was coming here. 
The Rangers and the Rockies are in 
different leagues, so he doesn’t play 
around here very often. Of course, 
I was very sad to hear about his in-

jury, but that’s just how baseball is. 
I’m still very optimistic about his 
career going forward. We’re still aw-
fully proud of our son. Any parent is 
proud when their child accomplish-
es great things,” Teddie said.

Community support for Trevor 
and his family remains strong.

“He’s a great kid,” Trevor’s former 
neighbor, Saied Bailey, said. “He 
was the best kid around at pretty 
much everything he did, ever. But 
he was still always humble, and he 
had great parents.”

“He’s still just a good ol’ boy from 
Irving, Texas,” Trevor’s former Little 
League Coach, Aaron De La Torre, 
said. “Trevor gets it. When you’re in 
a position where everyone is pulling 
on your coattails, it can be easy to 
forget about the people around you. 
Trevor knows how important his 

friends and family are. He’s never 
forgotten where he came from, and 
he’s developed a lot of strength and 
positive characteristics. He’s had 
a fantastic family support system. 
They’ve always allowed him to still 
be himself.”

Trevor Story was the 45th pick 
of the 2011 Major League Baseball 
Draft. He made the Colorado Rock-
ies’ Opening Day roster in spring 
of 2016. He is the first rookie to hit 
any home runs within his first four 
games and the first major league 
player to hit six home runs in the 
first four games of any season. Due 
to his thumb injury, he is expected 
to remain on the disabled list for six 
to eight weeks.

The Colorado Rockies won the 
game 12-9.

Colorado Rockies, Texas Rangers game
becomes opportunity for family, fundraiser

North Texas youth in crisis have 
a new fleet of safe places, thanks to 
DART’s participation in the national 
“Safe Place” program. Safe Place is 
a national youth outreach and pre-
vention program for young people 
needing immediate help and safety. 

DART is working with the Safe 
Place program to transport youth 
escaping dangerous situations to the 
nearest QuikTrip convenience store, 
which is a designated “safe place.” 
Once inside the store, runaways 
and at-risk youth can wait for a Safe 
Place agency partner to connect 
them with professional help. The 
convenience store chain has been 

DART vehicles help youth 
get to a ‘Safe Place’

part of the national effort since 1991. 
“Working with a well-established 

organization like Safe Place helps us 
to protect our most vulnerable riders 
and make our community safer for 
everyone,” said Tim Newby, DART 
vice president of transportation. 

The transit agency began the col-
laboration with Safe Place as part of 
its ongoing effort to address human 
trafficking. Runaways and other 
youth in danger are often targets for 
traffickers. DART began working to 
raise awareness of human traffick-
ing in 2015 through a series of post-
ers and public service announce-
ments on buses, trains and stations.

All DART buses and Light Rail 
trains will have a Safe Place decal 
prominently displayed on the ex-
terior and interior of the vehicle. 
Minors who see the decal will know 
DART can help get them to safety. 
Once a minor notifies the operator 
that he or she is in need of help, the 
operator – who has received train-
ing on handling these situations – 
will alert DART’s Bus Control Cen-
ter, who in turn will initiate steps to 
transport the minor to a Safe Place 
facility.

Learn more about the Safe Place 
program at NationalSafePlace.org.

SOURCE DART

major;
Ancelmo Parada of Richardson, 

Richland College, engineering or 
veterinary major;

Estrella Perez of Carrollton, 
Brookhaven College, physics/math-
ematics major;

Estefany Prieto of Dallas, Moun-
tain View College, nursing major; 
and

Asweena Tuladhar of Carrollton, 
Brookhaven College, computer sci-
ence major. 

The DCCCD Muse Scholarship 
program pays full college costs, in-
cluding tuition, books, and laborato-
ry and supply fees. The scholarship 
covers up to six consecutive semes-
ters, and the program is open to new 
high school graduates as well as stu-
dents who are currently enrolled at 
one of DCCCD’s colleges. 

“Determination and potential 
are key characteristics we look for 
in our Muse Scholars,” said Pyeper 
Wilkins, executive director of the 
DCCCD Foundation. “Each recip-
ient exhibits those characteristics, 
and we are excited to have them as 
students at DCCCD. They are future 
leaders, and we hope to help them 
reach their educational and profes-
sional goals.”

To be selected, students must vol-
unteer for at least 20 hours of com-
munity service each semester, and 
they are required to write an essay. 
A team of judges reviews each appli-
cation.

The Muse Scholarship program 
was created and funded by longtime 
DCCCD Foundation supporters Lyn 
and John Muse of Dallas. The cou-
ple began funding the program in 
2005 following the Hurricane Ka-
trina disaster that disrupted lives 
and sent families scrambling for 
new beginnings.

“John and I are continually 
rewarded as a result of our in-

volvement in the journeys of our 
hard-working, bright Muse Scholars 
at DCCCD. These students will go on 
to enrich their lives as they find their 
voices and position in society,” Lyn 
Muse said.

“They are determined, inspired 
and focused – not only on their own 
pursuits but also in where and how 
they will position themselves with 
the knowledge they gain as DCCCD 
students,” she said. “As commu-
nity servants, these scholars have 
demonstrated their commitment to 
excellence and to making the world 
a better place. They are role models. 
We are honored to serve as benefac-
tors.”

Returning Muse Scholarship re-
cipients for 2016-17 are: 

Kelsey Booker of Garland, digital 
film major, Richland College;

Andres Lesmes of Dallas, busi-
ness major, Mountain View College; 
and 

Ania Villegas of Dallas, psycholo-
gy major, El Centro College. 
SOURCE Dallas County Community College 

District

DCCCD names 10 Muse 
Scholars for 2016

Ten students from the Dallas 
County Community College District 
– all highly-motivated team workers 
who want to make the world a better 
place – have been awarded academ-
ic scholarships because they are tops 
in scholastic honors and community 
service. The 2016-17 Muse Schol-
arship celebrates the leadership 
potential, deep work ethic and ac-
ademic success shown by students 
who are being honored as Muse 
Scholars for the coming year.

Seven new students will receive 
the prestigious award, along with 
three returning scholarship recipi-
ents. These high-achieving students 
have exhibited grit, motivation, a 
fierce determination to complete 
their studies and a desire to serve 
others.

This year’s recipients are: 
Ivette Ramirez Gutierrez of Ir-

ving, El Centro College, nursing ma-
jor;

Graciela Martinez of Dallas, 
Brookhaven College, business and 
engineering major;

Malick Olayitan of Dallas, 
Brookhaven College, engineering 

Rambler
Tell us about 

your event
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CLASSIFIEDS
Lien Sale

2003 Ford Expedition LL
1FMFU18L03L05405

1432 N. Beltline Rd, Irving, 75061 
$8,125  214-415-7533

FOR SALE

LEGALS

EMPLOYMENT

Career and Technical Education Program Information

The Irving Independent School District offers the following Career and Technical
Education programs:

• Business Management  • Finance
 and Administration • Education and Training
• Marketing and Sales • Information Technology
• Hospitality • Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources
• Health Science Technology • Transportation
• Architecture and Construction • Visual Arts, Media Tech and
• Human Services  Communications  
• Law, Public Safety, and Security • Manufacturing 
• Engineering

Admission to these programs is based on interest, age appropriateness and class space 
availability. For information regarding Career and Technical Education, please call Shawn 
Blessing, Director of Career and Technical Education, 972-600-5049, or your counselor.

  Irving High School 972-600-6300 
  MacArthur High School 972-600-7200 
  Nimitz High School 972-600-5700
  Jack E. Singley Academy 972-600-5300
  Barbara Cardwell Career Preparatory Center 972-600-6140

It is the policy of Irving ISD not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, 
or handicap in its vocational programs, services, or activities as required by Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972; and 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended.

It is the policy of Irving ISD not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, 
or handicap, or age in its employment practices as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972; the Age Discrimination 
Act of 1975,as amended; and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended.

Irving ISD will take steps to assure the lack of English Language skills will not be a barrier to 
admission and participation in all educational and career and technical education programs.

For information about your rights or grievance procedures, contact Title VI Coordinator, Dr. 
Jose Parra at 2621 W. Airport Freeway, 972-600-5001 Title IX Coordinator, Clint Roddy at 
2621 W. Airport Freeway, 972-600-5215 or 504 Coordinator, Jose Villasenor at 2621 W. 
Airport Freeway, 972-600-5025.

                  Información acerca Del Programa de Carreras y Educación Técnica

El Distrito Escolar Independiente de Irving ofrece los siguientes programas de Carreras y Edu-
cación Técnica.

• Administración de Negocios y • Finanzas
 Administración • Educación y Entrenamiento
• Mercadotecnia y Ventas • información Tecnológica
• Hotelería • Agricultura, Comida y Recursos
• Tecnología en Ciencias de la Salud  Naturales   
• Arquitectura y Construcción • Transporte
• Servicios Humanos • Artes Visuales, Tecnología en
• Leyes, Seguridad Pública, y Seguridad  Medios de Comunicación
• ingeniería • Fabricación 

La admisión a estos programas es basada en interés propio, edad apropiada, y espacio
disponible en la clase.  Para información sobre Carreras y Educación Técnica, por favor llame a Shawn 
Blessing, Directora de Carreras y Educación Técnica, al 972-600-5049, o a su consejera de la escuela.

  Irving High School 972-600-6300 
  MacArthur High School 972-600-7200 
  Nimitz High School 972-600-5700
  Jack E. Singley Academy 972-600-5300
  Barbara Cardwell Career Preparatory Center 972-600-6140

Es la póliza del Distrito Escolar Independiente de Irving, el no discriminar basados en raza, color, origen 
natal, sexo, o discapacidad en sus programas de vocación, servicios, o actividades como es requerido 
por el Título VI del Acto de los Derechos Civiles de 1964, así enmendado; Titulo IX del las Enmenda-
ciones Educativas de 1972; y la Sección 504 del Acta de Rehabilitación de 1973, así enmendado.

Es la póliza del Distrito Escolar Independiente de Irving, el no discriminar basados en raza, color, origen 
natal, sexo, impedimento o edad, tal como es requerido por el Título VI del Acto de los Derechos Civiles 
de 1 964, así enmendado; Titulo IX del las Enmendaciones Educativas de 1972; la ley de Discriminación 
por Edad de 1975, así enmienda; y la Sección 504 del Acta de Rehabilitación de 1973, así enmendado.

El Distrito Escolar Independiente de Irving tomará  las medidas necesarias para asegurar que la falta del  i 
d i o ma de Ingles no sea una barrera para la admisión y participación en todos los programas educativos 
o en los de Carreras y Educación Técnica.

Para información acerca de sus derechos o procedimientos para quejas, comuníquese con el Coordi-
nador del Titulo IX, Dr. José Parra al 2621 W. Airport Freeway, 972-600-5001, Coordinador del Titulo IX, 
Clint Roddy al 2621 W. Airport Freeway, 972-600-5215 o con el Coordinador del 504, José Villaseñor al 
2621 W. Airport Freeway, 972-600-5025.

Computer Systems Administrator: Install, 
configure, support networks; willing to 
relocate nationwide as needed. Send resume 
by mail only: Sultanete, 4708 Glavica Drive, 
Irving, TX 75062.

By Christen Dennis
Cyber security experts presented 

an informative lecture, Digital De-
fense: Understanding Small Busi-
ness Cyber Security and Endpoint 
Security, to a packed audience at the 
Greater Irving-Las Colinas Cham-
ber of Commerce on Wednesday, 
Aug. 3. The event was designed to 
help small business owners learn 
the best practices available to pro-
tect their data from cyber criminals. 
Statistically, 71 percent of Small 
Business owners are victims of a 
data breach, and of those busi-
nesses nearly 60 percent close 
their doors permanently within 
six months of the attack.

Presentations included speeches 
from the experts in security solu-
tions and software development at 
Protection 1 and Bitdefender, two 
companies invested in protecting 
any sized company from cyber hack-
ing. The cyber security represen-
tatives from the Dallas Police De-
partment and the FBI also offered 
recommendations. 

The idea that cyber attacks can 
come at any time, from anywhere, 
and happen to anyone was empha-
sized to the attendees.

Chris Brooks from Protection 1 
security solutions opened the sem-
inar by discussing the fact that any 
and all business are being targeting 
for cyber hacking, regardless of the 
company’s size. 

“The most frightening statistic is 
that $8,700 is the average loss for 
a small business owner when they 
have a security breach,” Brooks 
said. “$8,700 might not seem like 
a lot, but to a small business own-
er, that can be a death blow. When 
you look at the trust these customers 
have in your company holding their 
information, you will have lost that. 
Their information that they have 
shared with you might be now lost, 
and that $8,700 quickly becomes a 
much bigger problem for a business 
owner who is trying to grow a busi-
ness and having an issue of distrust 
with customers.” 

Small business owners are actual-

ly at a greater risk today than some 
larger businesses. Most small busi-
nesses do not feel prepared for a cy-
ber attack. 

“Hackers use personal informa-
tion to access your site,” Brooks 
said. “A hacker can go onto your 
Facebook, your LinkedIn or any 
of your social media and gather 
personal information about you to 
guess your password. In doing so, 
they gain access to all of your infor-
mation. That’s how they steal your 
identity, and that can lead them to 
accessing your business as well.”

The presentation continued with 
Michael Nordstrom of Bitdefender, 
who outlined how frequently these 
attacks can happen to any of your 
digital devices.

“In 2014, 300,000 new attacks 
were happening a day,” Nordstrom 
said. “Today that number is up to 

about 390,000 attacks every day. 
These attacks are across every spec-
trum you have. 

“There are people that all they do 
is gather the intel. They have no in-
tention of hacking your system, but 
they are selling millions and mil-
lions of bits of your data, pieces at 
a time. It’s a business. It’s no longer 
random. It’s extremely targeted and 
everyone is a target.” 

Nordstrom demonstrated how, 
as a business owner, you need to be 
certain all of your devices are pro-
tected. 

“Bitdefender covers 550 million 
endpoints worldwide,” Nordstrom 
said. “That’s over a 100,000 mil-
lion more than any competitor. We 
have large corporations that use our 
product as an engine, so that gives 
us more intelligence and more in-
formation to help protect you better. 

Cyber security concerns challenge small business owners
You need performance and protec-
tion for what you’re going to do. You 
want to know that your provider is 
someone with a reputation, and a 
brand that you can trust and that 
has the credibility. In our software, 
it’s really about a process and a lay-
ered approach. It’s not an IT priori-
ty; it should be a business priority.”

The seminar concluded with FBI 
agent Stan Forney, who has 12 years 
of experience in cyber security and 
a background with the Dallas Police 
department. 

“I really have a passion for lis-
tening to people’s fears in terms of 
cyber security,” Forney said. “There 
are not too many times that an inter-
national element can actually be in 
our country affecting us and we are 
not able to defend ourselves. There’s 
a cyber war going on, and it’s in your 

house.” 
Forney provided a quick history 

of cyber crime, something that has 
boomed within the past decade.

“It’s going to be something that 
we as a community, as a population, 
as a country, are going to have to 
figure out how to deal with,” Forney 
said. 

Kyisha Webb, an entrepreneur 
and attendee of the event, enjoyed 
the informative and enlightening 
seminar. 

“With me being new to the online 
business industry, it was something 
that I really needed to see,” Webb 
said. “I wasn’t aware of cyber war 
being so serious, and I now know 
the first steps to take when I offi-
cially start my business in terms of 
security.” 

Family ER + Urgent Care recently 
announced that it has completed its 
acquisition, in two separate trans-
actions, of Texas Emergency Care 
Centers (TECC) and ER Centers of 
America (ERCA).

Dedicated to providing high qual-
ity, fairly priced emergency and 
urgent care services, the combined 
company will have five facilities in 
the Dallas, Houston and Lubbock 
metropolitan areas offering emer-
gency room services, and one facil-
ity in the Dallas metropolitan area 
offering both emergency room and 
urgent care services. Each of the 
Emergency Room facilities are li-
censed by the State of Texas, Joint 

Family ER + Urgent Care acquires Texas
Emergency Care Centers, ER Centers of America

Commission and Commission of 
Office Laboratory Accreditation 
(COLA) accredited and Clinical Lab-
oratory Improvement Amendments 
(CLIA) certified. 

“Family ER + Urgent Care, ERCA 
and TECC were each founded upon 
a commitment to excellence in pa-
tient care and satisfaction,” said 
Scott Pickett, Chief Executive Offi-
cer of Family ER + Urgent Care. “It 
was only natural that they would 
come together to establish a more 
comprehensive model to meet the 
unscheduled healthcare needs for 
our communities, whether emer-
gent or urgent care.”

Each of the company’s facilities 

will continue to operate under their 
current names. 

“The highly trained and exten-
sively experienced personnel at 
Family ER + Urgent Care, TECC 
and ERCA are committed to pro-
viding the highest quality of care to 
our patients,” said Rhonda Sandel, 
previously Chief Executive Officer 
of TECC and now Chief Operating 
Officer of the combined company. 
“Every one of our facilities are fo-
cused on improving the health of 
our local communities and the ad-
vancement of the healthcare indus-
try as a whole. We are excited about 
growing in this industry together.”

 The acquisitions were financed 
primarily by Dos Rios Partners, a 
Texas-based private investment 
firm. 

“Our country’s healthcare system 
is changing, and we saw Family ER’s 
hybrid ER and urgent care strategy 
as a compelling investment oppor-
tunity,” said Jay Turner, Managing 
Director at Dos Rios Partners. “We 
are gratified to be able to assist in 
bringing together these companies 
and their teams to execute a growth 
strategy focused upon meeting 
patients’ unscheduled healthcare 
needs.”

SOURCE Family ER + Urgent Care

AUSTIN – Texas Medicaid will 
cover the cost of mosquito repellent 
for women who are between the 
ages of 10 and 45 or pregnant, HHS 
Executive Commissioner Charles 
Smith recently announced. 

The decision is in response to the 
possibility of local transmission of 
the Zika virus, which is spread pri-
marily by mosquito bite. Zika can 
cause severe birth defects in unborn 
children whose mothers are infected 
while pregnant. 

“The best way to protect yourself 

from Zika is by avoiding mosquito 
bites,” Smith said. “There is current-
ly no vaccine to prevent the disease 
or drug to treat it, making it essen-
tial that people use mosquito repel-
lent to protect women and unborn 
babies.”

To be covered, a doctor must pre-
scribe the repellent and the client 
must pick it up at a pharmacy. Cli-
ents can present their Medicaid pre-
scription card just like they would 
with any prescription. 

Women in the following pro-

grams are covered: Medicaid, CHIP, 
CHIP-Perinate, Healthy Texas 
Women and Family Planning. 

Eligible women can get up to two 
cans per month through Oct. 31. 
Patients can call doctors to ask for 
a prescription, and the doctors may 
call it in to a pharmacy. Office visits 
should only be required if there is a 
medical necessity. All the protocols 
and procedures are expected to be in 
place to allow clients to begin pick-
ing up the repellent on Aug. 9. 

HHSC has previously determined 

Medicaid will pay for repellent to fight Zika
the following Zika-related items 
are covered under current Texas 
Medicaid benefits: family planning 
services, contraceptives, diagnostic 
testing, targeted case management, 
physical therapy, long term services 
and support, Acetometophin and 
oral electrolytes for Zika symptoms, 
and potential coverage for addition-
al ultrasounds for pregnant women.  

For more information about the 
Zika virus, visit TexasZika.org .

SOURCE Medicaid
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See 8 TIPS, Page 8

Dexa
What's up? I'm Dexa, and I'm about 1 ½ years old. I was brought in 

from another shelter. I'm an easy going playful girl. I'm good with other 
dogs, and I like water. So I'm here and ready to start the next chapter 
of my life. Maybe I will get a doggie brother or sister. Maybe I will get 
a pool to swim in. Maybe I will find a family that likes to go for walks. 

O’Malley
Top of the morning to you! Or 

afternoon or evening depending 
on when you're reading this. I'm 
O'Malley, and I'm 6 years old. Sure 
I may be a bit older, but that just 

means that I have grown lots of love and snuggles to share with you. I 
was brought here, because the place where I lived had another cat that 
didn't like me. That's a fret. I don't know why it didn't like me. Everyone 
likes me. I like me and I guess that's really all that matters. Except for 
you. I want you to like me. I want you to take me home.

Maybe a family that just likes to hangout and chill. It's 
all good to me. Come on by, and let's meet. Just asked 
for me at the front desk. You will make my day.

By Susan Edgley
Coppell, TX–As the summer heat 

intensifies, so does marching season. 
For the 377 members of the Coppell 
High School Band that means three 
weeks of rigorous practice in Au-
gust. Band students returned to the 
band hall on July 28 for a two day 
marching fundamentals class and 
then Summer Band Camp kicked off 
on Aug. 1. 

Many hours of practice are nec-
essary to build marching skills and 
learn the music and steps for the 
2016 fall marching show, entitled 
Now I See. After camp ends on Aug. 
19, the students will continue to re-
hearse after school throughout the 
season, which ends in November.

For the first two weeks of Summer 
Band Camp, students practice from 
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through 
Friday, with breaks for lunch and 
dinner. Wednesday evenings are 
free as well. During the hottest part 
of the day the kids stay indoors; 
morning and evening rehearsals 
are outside. The rehearsal times are 
reduced during the third week of 
camp. Even though the hours are 
long and the temperatures can be 
extreme, the kids look forward to 
socializing with each other. 

“The coolest thing about band 
camp is being able to hang out with 
friends all day,” junior Anthony Am-
brose, alto saxophonist and saxo-
phone squad leader, said. “We are 
part of a big organization. Spending 
time with each other while improv-
ing our marching and music skills 
makes it a fun experience.” 

“What’s cool about summer band 
camp is definitely not the weather,” 
Senior Eva Gamboa, front ensemble 
marimba player and pit co-captain, 
said. “However, we get a head start 
to the whole school year and get to 
be with people we care about. The 
bonus is creating incredible music 
together. At the end of the day, we 
are happy and we go home smiling.”

Hydrating is key to surviving the 
heat, as well as warming up before 
drills, eating healthy, and getting a 
good night’s sleep. The University 
Interscholastic League recommends 
building endurance to warm weath-
er conditions so that students can 
condition their bodies to adapt and 
perform better in the heat. Physi-
cal conditioning also helps reduce 
aches and pains and lessens fatigue 
from long practices and challenging 
routines.

“We’ve been acclimating to the 
heat fairly well,” said Gerry Miller, 
Director of Bands for CISD. “We do 
an hour stretch and run each morn-
ing with our water right next to us. 
We start hydrating that first hour 
and then take frequent water breaks 
throughout the day.” 

Parent volunteers also man “cool-
ing stations” in the shade during all 

outdoor rehearsals, providing ice, 
cold water and isotonics, and a place 
to sit and rest. 

“We encourage students to wear 
hats, sunglasses and sunscreen and 
take care of themselves,” Miller said. 
“We try to instill good life habits that 
they can use way beyond marching 
band.”

During the first several days in 
band camp the directors focus on 
marching techniques, including 
standing at the appropriate posi-
tion, holding the instrument cor-
rectly, maintaining good body pos-
ture, stepping off on the appropriate 

Coppell Band’s marching season heats up at summer band 
camp

count and marching in time. 
“So far the program is in a good 

place and the students are develop-
ing really well,” Miller said. “During 
the early part of camp, we are try-
ing to get the ensemble to visually 
look alike. Getting our freshman to 
match exactly what our seniors are 
doing is the hardest task initially. 
Once we build the foundation, then 
the rest of the season is much eas-
ier.”

Drum Major Ashna Pathan, who 
plays the clarinet and will be a junior 
this year, concurred. 

“This is a building stage. I can’t 

wait to see how we will grow over 
time,” Pathan said.

Marching competitions are a 
big component of the marching 
season, as are performances in the 
stands and at halftime during foot-
ball games. This year is a state year, 
meaning that Coppell will compete 
against other 6A bands for the UIL 
State Marching Band champion-
ship in early November. 

“I’m looking forward to having a 
successful marching season, espe-
cially the state marching contest,” 
said Philip Killgo, senior trombon-
ist and trombone section leader. 

For junior Lauryn Dean, front en-
semble vibraphonist, it’s all about 
the football games. 

“I love the Friday games, because 
we play a lot of stand tunes and get 
to dance. It’s so much fun,” Dean 
said. 

“I always look forward to football 
nights and the marching show is 
amazing so far” sophomore Disha-
Kohli, flutist, said. “Band is a family. 
We are surrounded with encourage-
ment and motivation. Whether we 
are performing on the field or stand-
ing in the bleachers, we are having 
the time of our lives.”

Dallas, Texas – For major high-
way construction projects like the 
LBJ Express to be successful, it re-
quires a robust workforce pipeline 
of professionals with backgrounds 
in science, technology, engineering 
and math. Knowing that this edu-
cation must start early to be most 
effective, the LBJ Express proj-
ect developer, LBJ Infrastructure 
Group (LBJIG), has once again in-
vested in STEM-related initiatives 
in a local school district, and award-
ed a $40,000 grant to the Carroll-
ton-Farmers Branch ISD (CFBISD) 
Education Foundation on Aug. 4.

The LBJ Express project team 
first invested in CFBISD five years 
ago, providing a five-year grant to 
expand access for students to Ad-
vanced Placement (AP) courses and 
support through a partnership with 
the National Math and Science Ini-
tiative (NMSI). Based on the strong 
results from that program, the LBJ 
Express team wanted to extend its 
relationship with the school district 
to ensure students have access to 
curriculum, equipment and expo-

sure to STEM professionals that will 
foster their interest in STEM sub-
jects.

While the newly reconstructed 
highway opened in September 2015, 
the developer and the operations 
and maintenance team will be pres-
ent and active in the corridor for 
the next five decades, providing a 
unique opportunity for a long-term 
partnership.

“We know the Carrollton-Farm-
ers Branch ISD is committed to 
starting early in cultivating an in-
terest in and love for math, the sci-
ences and engineering,” said Robert 
Hinkle, corporate affairs director 
for LBJ Infrastructure Group. “We 
are proud to provide the resources 
necessary to help students achieve 
success in these fields, as well as see, 
firsthand, how their studies have re-
al-world applications in the commu-
nity in which they live.”

The LBJ team will work collabo-
ratively with the education founda-
tion in the coming months to iden-
tify how best to leverage the funds 
for greatest good, as well as identify 

opportunities for mentoring and 
interaction among students and 
project personnel. The project team 
has a long track record of support-
ing school districts located in close 
proximity to their highway proj-
ects, including the Interstate 635 
corridor (LBJ Express), the Airport 
Freeway/Loop 820 corridor (North 
Tarrant Express 1 & 2W), and I-35W 
construction currently underway 
(North Tarrant Express 35W).

“Schools cannot do it alone,” said 
Dr. Bobby Burns, superintendent 
of Carrollton-Farmers Branch ISD. 
“We value a corporate partner that 

is dedicated not only to providing 
financial support to create educa-
tional opportunities for students, 
but also one that wants to engage 
hands-on with students in helping 
them see the applicability of what 
they learn in the classroom to the 
world around them. The LBJ Ex-
press project team has demonstrat-
ed its commitment to our schools, to 
advancing STEM education and to 
being an active partner in the devel-
opment of a highly educated work-
force of the future.”

SOURCE LBJ Infrastructure Group

LBJ Express team supports STEM with 
grant to CFBISD Education Foundation

from Kids.gov can help guide you as 
you get your family ready for the up-
coming academic year.

Stress: Is your child transitioning 
from one school to another? Navi-
gating new people, changing bodies, 
and home room locations can cause 
anxiety. One suggestion for reducing 
the stress: help your child with time 
management skills to get homework 
done. It may ease one worry for both 
of you.

Mobile devices: Teenagers can’t 
get enough of their phones when it 
comes to communicating with their 
friends. Help your teen learn online 
safety tips and how to recognize on-
line stalkers.

Bullying: Parents play a vital 
role in helping their children deal 
with bullying. Learn the warning 
signs and ways to address the situ-
ation at school or online.

Safety: Riding the bus for the first 
time or walking to school is a big step 
for some children. Communicate 
with your children about safety rules 
on the bus. Another safety concern 
is teenagers driving to school for the 
first time. Consider setting ground 
rules for your new driver such as no 
texting while driving and wearing 
seat belts even for passengers.

Healthy Eating: For some girls, 
moving from “tween” to “teen” may 
add pressure on appearances. Learn 
the signs of possible eating disor-
ders among teenagers.

Sleep: Adults know sleep is critical 
for success but children--especially 
teens--will fight you to stay awake 
during the school week, then want 
to sleep all weekend. Pre-school-

Get ready for school:
    8 tips for parents

WASHINGTON -- Whether your 
child is attending school for the first 
time or this is your teenager’s senior 
year, the end of summer marks the 
start of a new school year. These tips 

Coppell High School Band students rehearse the fall marching show during Summer Band Camp. / Photo by Susan Edgley
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings are 
limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location 
and time. If an organization wishes to have more in-
formation than the free listing offers, we will continue 
to offer other advertising opportunities.
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American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Buttons & Bows Square 

& Round Dance Club 
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
DFW Scroller Saw Club

Last Saturday of each month
9:30 AM to 11:30 AM

Georgia Farrow Rec Center 530 Davis St.
www.dfwscrollers.net / 214-995-9270

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thursday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain

www.irvingarc.org
Irving AMBUCS

Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.
at Spring Creek BBQ

 Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Second Tuesday each month @ 7:30 P.M.

132 E. Second St. Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

Monday, May 9th, 6:30 pm 
Texas Center for Proton Therapy 

1501 W Royal Lane
Irving Retired School

Personnel Association
First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS

* It’s still not known who made the following 
sage observation: “Thousands of years ago, 
cats were worshipped as gods. Cats have 
never forgotten this.” 

* You probably won’t be surprised to learn 
that 92 percent of teens say that they use 
social media -- the only question there is 
why the other 8 percent aren’t using it. It 
is surprising, though, that, according to a 
recent survey, 54 percent of teens feel their 
teen years would be happier if social media 
didn’t exist. 

* This contentious election season is a good 

time to increase your vocabulary. Between now and Nov. 8, 
you may find ample opportunity to use the word “calumniate,” 
which means “to maliciously make false statements about 
someone.” 

* President Lyndon B. Johnson owned four beagles while he 
was in the White House: Edgar, Freckles, Him and Her.

* In 2011, a Denver woman named Susan Cole went to great 
lengths to avoid jury duty. When she arrived at the courthouse 
-- with curlers, mismatched shoes and deliberately botched 
makeup -- she handed District Judge Anne Mansfield a sob 
story about domestic violence, military service and post-
traumatic stress disorder. She was excused from jury duty, and 
if she’d been smart, that would’ve been the end of the matter. 
However, a few months later, a radio talk show’s featured topic 
was avoiding jury duty, and Cole couldn’t resist telling her 
story in detail. Unfortunately for her, Judge Mansfield also was 
listening, and Cole was charged with first-degree perjury. 

1. ADVERTISING: The character of Elsie 
    promoted which company’s brands?
2. ANATOMY: What human organ contains
    special cell clusters called the islets of 
    Langerhans?

3. MOVIES: What famous singer joined Mel Gibson as stars in the 
    movie “Mad Max Beyond Thunderdome”?
4. RELIGION: In what country is the Shinto religion based?
5. HISTORY: When did the Suez Canal open to navigation?
6. GEOGRAPHY: What is the capital of British Columbia?
7. AUTOMOBILES: Which car company produces the Accord and the 
    Civic?
8. ANIMAL KINGDOM: The llama belongs in the same family as what
    other type of animal?
9. LITERATURE: Where was the novel “Anne of Green Gables” set?
10. FAMOUS QUOTATIONS: Which 19th-century American poet wrote
     the line, “A little madness in the spring is wholesome even for the
     king”? 

Answers
1. The Borden Dairy Co. 2. Pancreas
3. Tina Turner 4. Japan
5. 1869 6. Victoria
7. Honda
8. Camel, also in the Camelidae  family
9. Prince Edward Island 10. Emily 
 Dickinson
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WORSHIP
UNITY CHURCH
Unity of Irving

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class

11:00 AM Service
& Children’s Church

Reverend Frank Pounders
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-5083

unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third,  75060

972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Second and fourth Sundays

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
First Church of Christ, Scientist

2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 75061
972-253-7202

www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-0476

access code 884879
For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.
972-790-8606 

www.BeltLineChurch.com Rambler
Subscribe 

to the  

From the Blue Family

We’ve lost five heroes. These he-
roes represent the good in the world. 
These heroes represent unity, hon-
or and a perpetual love for others. 
Other departments across the coun-
try have also experienced the loss 
of their own heroes, and we grieve 
with them. All of these brave men 
laid down their lives for their broth-
ers and sisters. They exemplified 
the oath which the men and women 
who wear the badge have sworn to 

uphold.
A tragedy has a way of bringing 

people together, as we mourn as 
one. A loss as substantial as this 
has unified communities and po-
lice across our cities and nation. We 
come together, in the name of good, 
and vow to not let evil have its way. 
Law enforcement pledges to stand 
with our communities through this 
difficult and challenging time. We 
will remain steadfast in our commit-

EDITORIAL

Dr. Benjamin Watkins Thomas 
passed away on August 9, 2016, at 
the proud age of 90. He was faithful 
to his church, family, friends, com-
munity, Rotary Club, dental practice 
and country.

Church. He was deeply commit-
ted to his church; he taught The 
Challengers Adult Sunday School 
Class for 45 years.

Family. Dr. Thomas was proceed-
ed in death by his beloved mother 
and father, Lennie Mae and Halie 
Edward Thomas; his two older sis-
ters, Olivia Jeanne and Laura Belle; 
his younger brother, Edward Lee. 
He is survived by his loving wife 
(and best friend) of 68 years, Bobbie 
Thomas; two much-loved children, 
Jan and Bill; two prized grandchil-
dren, Mindy and Mark; five won-
derful great-grandchildren, Mark, 
Jordan, Benjamin, Elizabeth and 
Ryan; nephew Tom W. Timmons 
and niece Laura Hulbert.

Friends. He loved his friends, 
traveling with Gerald Stavely, meet-
ing with his coffee shop group and 
XVIP Dinner Club. His friends 
brought riches beyond words and 
value to his life. 

Community. He worked tirelessly 
for the Irving community he loved 

so much. He served as Chairman 
of the Irving Chamber of Com-
merce, 1973 – 1974; served on the 
Irving Community Hospital Board 
of Trustees, 1979 – 1988; served 
on the Irving School District Board 
of Trustees, 1989 – 1995; served as 
President of the Irving T.I.F. Board, 
1999 – 2005; received, in tandem 
with his wife, Bobbie, the Irving 
Academy of Community Services 
Lars Ehnebuske Service Award, 
2000; served as a member of Irving 
Firemen’s Relief and Retirement 
Board, 2000 – 2011. He was a huge 
proponent of education throughout 
his life and he was proud of the fact 
that Irving provided wonderful fa-
cilities of learning; he encouraged 
everyone to take advantage of North 
Lake College, the University of Dal-
las and the Irving Library.

Irving Rotary Club. Past President 
Irving Rotary Club, 1958 – 1959. Ro-
tarian of the Year, 1980. Completed 
60 years of perfect attendance. His 
unwavering involvement in the Ro-
tary Club was invaluable to his as-
pirations to always give back to his 
beloved community.

Dental Practice. He loved being a 
dentist (he knew at the age of eight 
that he wanted to be a dentist!) and 
deeply treasured his patients during 
his 40 years of practice; received 
the International Relations Award 
for Service to the People of Mexico, 
1982 (15 dental missionary visits).

Country. Dr. Thomas loved his 
country. He served in the U.S. Army 
as OCS Second Lieutenant (tanks), 
1944 – 1946; Army occupation, 
Munich, Germany, 1946; active re-
serve, 1946 – 1953. He developed a 
deep love and respect for Germany 
and her people during his time in 
the Army and that love continued 
throughout his lifetime. 

This man of faith lived a good and 
honorable life. He will be profound-
ly missed.

DR. BENJAMIN
WATKINS THOMAS

DEATH NOTICES

(972) 870-1992 
laurier@ramblernewspapers.netOBITUARIES

Officer Mark Stephen Dahl, 54, 
passed away on August 12, 2016 
in Irving, Texas. He was born on 
January 30, 1962 in Sacramento, 
California. Mark graduated from 
Plantation High School in 1980 
Mark was a proud veteran of the 
US Marines. Mark began his law 
enforcement career with the Dallas 
County Sherriff’s Department. He 
joined the Irving Police Department 
in 1997 where he had been a part of 
the tactical team and was presently 
a motorcycle officer with the traffic 
department. While with department 
Mark served as a Field Training Of-
ficer and received several accommo-
dations for Markmanship, Master 
Peace Officer and Safe-Driving. 

Mark is survived by his greatest 
love his wife, Debbie Carr Dahl; 

sons, Cody Dahl and Colton Dahl; 
mother, Susan Pinochi of Neva-
da, Texas; Father, John Dahl and 
wife, DeeDee of Priest River, Ida-
ho; brother, Michael Dahl and wife, 
Hiromi of Mabank, Texas; sister, 
Christine Nixon of Mt. Pleasant, 
South Carolina; mother-in-law, 
Carol Gray of Garland, Texas; fa-
ther-in-law, Bill Carr and wife, Sher-
ry of Plano, Texas; brother-in-law, 
Billy Carr; sister-in-law, Heather 
Carr; nieces and nephews, Kai Carr, 
Kaylen Jade Carr, Shawn Carr, John 
Dahl, Christopher Nixon and Jacob 
Nixon. The family received friends 
for visitation on Tuesday evening at 
Calvary Church, 4100 State High-
way 161, Irving, TX. 75038. Funer-
al services were held on Wednes-
day, August 17, 2016 at 11:00AM 
at Calvary Church. Inurnment of 
cremated remains with military 
honors was held on Friday, August 
19, 2016 at Dallas-Fort Worth Na-
tional Cemetery at 11:15AM. In lieu 
of flowers memorials the family re-
quest memorials to be made http://
gunsandhosestx.com/donate or 
Metroplex C.O.P.S., P.O. Box 701, 
Mansfield, TX 76063 or www.
metroplexcops.org.

OFFICER MARK
STEPHEN DAHL

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Francis “Shorty” Lambright
Jun. 8, 1942 - Aug. 16, 2016

Christen Dennis
Young Irving kids ages 5 to 12 

flooded the Northwest Park Recre-
ation Center for the second Annual 
Mayor’s Play Ball Event to play a 
wiffle ball tournament and to learn 
about baseball basics, as well as the 
importance of exercise on Aug. 5. 

The event featured retired Texas 
Ranger Don Stanhouse and his years 
of experience as a baseball play-
er and athlete. The purpose of the 
event was to inspire and encourage 

young kids to be active outside and 
to learn the importance of exercise 
and fitness, as well as to be healthy 
and productive on a daily basis.

Cheers and cries of excitement 
filled the Northwest Park gym as the 
wiffle ball tournament captivated 
the players competing, and the kids 
on the bleachers waiting loudly and 
impatiently for the next match. The 
different Irving recreation centers’ 
teams each had pride. 

Stanhouse slid right into the fun 

with the kids and played pitcher for 
most the games, entertaining the 
players with a few friendly taunts 
and many words of advice.

Stanhouse, who played with the 
original Texas Rangers from 1972-
74, continued his baseball career 
until 1982. He and fellow ex-Texas 
Rangers are very active in the com-
munity. 

“We have a group of about 80 or 
so ex-Texas Rangers, and every day 
we receive something from the ball 

Kids give their all for wiffle ball
club doing things in the commu-
nity,” Stanhouse said. “The Texas 
Rangers are very active in the com-
munity and throughout the Metrop-
lex. We as ex-players like to do it. It 
takes all of us. Especially when you 
see the kids here at the recreation 
center, and how much fun they’re 
having and the smiles on their faces. 
It’s all worth it.”

Stanhouse spoke to the kids about 
why playing outdoors and staying 
healthy is important, to be a great 

athlete and a healthy person.
“I think through the course of life, 

people tend to go outdoors more, 
whereas young kids, they need to 
be encouraged to participate in 
outdoor activities,” Stanhouse said. 
“It’s a competitive community of 
people that sometimes want to be 
over-achievers, and it’s like I tell the 
kids: it’s baseball, but it’s called a 
baseball game. It’s about playing a 
game, and games are fun, and you 
can do them outside.” 

ment to the members of our public, 
always seeking the ideals we share.

On behalf of the law enforce-
ment agencies across the North 
Texas area, we would like to thank 
the individual communities for the 
tremendous outpouring of love 
and support. You have truly over-
whelmed your police departments 
across the Metroplex with the flood 
of notes, cards, emails and visits to 
show your encouragement. We have 
also been smothered in southern 
love with the abundance of food you 
have brought to show how much 
you care. Each gesture speaks loudly 
to us during this dark and difficult 
time, often bringing the encourage-
ment we need to carry on.

So we will continue to carry on, in 
the name of those lost.

Sincerely,
The North Texas Police Chiefs As-

sociation on behalf of the men and 
women of law enforcement

Freelancers 
Needed

Rambler Newspapers is currently 
seeking inquisitive individuals 

with experience in:
Editing - Writing 

- Photography
To apply send resume, clips and 

image samples to: 
staceys@ramblernewspapers.net

For more information
call  972-870-1992

Outside Sales 
Representatives 

Wanted
Rambler Newspapers is currently 

seeking outgoing individuals 
who enjoy working closely with 
community business leaders.

Requirements: Personal 
Transportation & Valid Driver’s 

License and Insurance
Preferred Skills Include: prior 

Sales Experience (not retail) 
& Basic Computer Skills and 

willingness to establish and 
maintain profitable relationships with 
customers. For more information 

call 972-870-1992.

Sizing up some young talent, Rangers Captain, mascot for the Texas Rangers, may have found one of baseball’s future great players. / 
Photo by Christen Dennis
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ceived a $2,500 scholarship that 
may be used for a Court of Master 
Sommeliers certification program.

“This is my third year attending 
TEXSOM,” Florida attendee Billy 
Hendrikson said. “It’s a great op-
portunity to meet people and learn 
about the state of the wine world. 
We discuss contemporary issues, 
such as classics that have fallen 
out of favor, or the states of cer-
tain wines. Once you think you’ve 
learned everything, you always meet 
someone who’s more of an expert in 
that subject. 

“It reminds me why I work in this 
industry. I started out working for a 
restaurant in college and fell in love 
with the wine side of things, and the 
more I learned, the more I wanted 
to learn. You’ll hear stories like that 
from a lot of people at TEXSOM. It’s 
like a vacation, even though it’s real-
ly work.”

The conference culminated in 
the Grand Tasting of the evening, 
with over 100 sponsors bringing 
forth their wines for evaluation. 
This provides an opportunity for the 
sponsors to try to sell their brands 
to restaurants and other potential 
carriers. Different restaurants have 
different needs when it comes to the 
types of wine they need to carry, and 
this conference is one of their best 
opportunities to try new brands. 

“For everyone who attends this 
conference, it’s all about learning 

and growth,” Certified Wine Educa-
tor and CEO-Partner of Balzac Com-
munications Michael Wangbickler 
said. “Everyone is working to attain 
and maintain a certain level of bev-
erage service. One of the challenges 
in this country is that Americans are 
generally ignorant when it comes to 
wine. By offering education to som-
meliers and allowing them to create 
contacts, lets them better educate 
and communicate with customers. 

“The world of wine is very large. 
There are wines from all over the 
world, and there’s always more to 

learn so that you can give customers 
the information they need.”

“It’s a great opportunity,” con-
ference attendee and Best Somme-
lier participant Yuri Tukuli said. 
“I love that they hold these com-
petitions and let us attend these 
seminars. It really helps you to be 
more open-minded towards wines 
that you haven’t tasted or normally 
wouldn’t have the opportunity to 
taste. It’s very enjoyable.”

WINES
Continued from Page 1

8 TIPS
Continued from Page 5

aged children need 11-12 hours of 
sleep; school-aged children need 
at least 10 hours a night; and teens 
need about 9-10 hours, according to 
the National Heart, Lung and Blood 
Institute.

School Emergencies: Check with 
your child’s school administrator 
and learn what type of security plan 
and emergency alert system it uses. 
Make sure your information is up-
to-date for getting messages.

Vaccines: Your state board of ed-
ucation or local school district may 
have a list of required shots before 
your child can attend school. To ease 
any concerns about getting vacci-
nated, talk to your child before going 
to the doctor’s office.

Get more resources for parents 
at Kids.gov and visit USA.gov/ex-
plore to discover government ser-
vices and programs to help make life 
a little easier.

SOURCE USAGov 

Wine coinsures discuss the merits of some of the wines available during TEXSOM’s Grand 
Tasting. / Photo by Adam Stephens


