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By Jess Paniszczyn
The City of Irving presented the 

Irving Transportation Investment 
Summit at the Irving Convention 
Center on Aug. 16 – 17. During the 
day and a half conference, local, 
regional, state and national leaders 
had an opportunity to discuss the 
future of area transportation and 
water as well as the infrastructure 
needed to support them.

“The transportation Summit 
gives us the opportunity for our staff 
and employees to interact with our 
elected officials and the representa-
tives of the different transportation 
agencies at both the state and feder-
al level,” said Rick Stopfer, Irving’s 
representative on the DART Board. 
“It also gives the opportunity for 
those representatives to see what’s 
actually going on in Irving with the 

By Zach Warner
There was an air of intrigue, es-

pionage and excitement at the La 
Cima Club’s annual Charity Classic 
on Aug. 19, as the Las Colinas hot 
spot was transformed into a casino 
that beckoned James Bond’s atten-
dance.

Titled ‘La Cima Royale,’ the fund-
raising event gave attendees the 
chance to feel like 007 while shoot-
ing craps or playing cards. But in-
stead of battling henchmen from 
Spectre or a criminal mastermind, 
those giving to the cause helped 
fight the disastrous effects of domes-
tic violence, and contributed toward 
finding a cure for ALS.

The Bond theme was another 
way to raise awareness and provide 
aid for the worthy causes at the 10th 
annual Charity Classic. Simply ask 
the general manager of the La Cima 

By Fredy Gonzales
Courtney Lee Rogers, an Irving 

native and accomplished softball 
artist, has recently been named 
the assistant head softball coach at 
Southeastern Oklahoma State Uni-
versity (SOSU). Always on the go, 
she played softball for SOSU while 
studying health, physical educa-
tion and recreation on a full-ride 
academic and athletic merit-based 
scholarship.

A former outfielder for the Savage 
Storm, Rogers completed eligibility 
for the coaching position after her 
2016 graduation.

“She has been something else on 
the field,” said Rogers’ grandmother 
Wanda Riddle, who alongside hus-
band Jim, “traveled anywhere and 
everywhere to watch her games.” 
They have yet to miss Rogers’ par-
ticipation in softball, whether it be 
as a player or as a coach. 

Sports and academics have only 
been a part of Rogers’ life which is 
centered around her family. Her 
grandparents (her grandfather 
coached at MSU and played college 
football) helped guide her through 
the world of sports as she found her 
own way within it. 

“Grandfather Riddle was always a 
source of inspiration for Courtney, 
and she always wanted her grand-
daddy at her games,” Mrs. Riddle 
said. 

Courtney Riddle attended Otis 
Brown Elementary, then attend-

Monday, Aug. 22, was the first day of school in Irving ISD, and more than 34,000 students reported to class for the 2015-2016 school 
year. /SOURCE Irving ISD

Club. His name is Goff. Mike Goff.
“That’s what it’s all about, giving 

back to our community,” said Goff, 
sporting a tux that was reminiscent 
of the British spy. “Our community 
has been very good to us. We’re cel-
ebrating 30 years of being in busi-
ness. It’s the least we could do, to 
put something like this on and have 
fun with it. 

“We’ve had a great turnout of not 
only our own members, but also city 
leaders and long-time city and DFW 
residents and supporters coming in 
and supporting these great causes. 
It’s a lot of fun and very rewarding,” 
he said.

Besides the Vegas style games, 
complete with playing chips, guests 
enjoyed live music, a progressive 
food extravaganza, and had access 
to both a silent and live auction. Last 
year’s Charity Classic raised nearly 

$60,000, and the club expected the 
evening’s event to generate similar 
numbers this year as well.

Money raised will go toward 
three charities, including Brighter 
Tomorrows, an Irving and Grand 
Prairie-based emergency safe shel-
ter for victims of domestic violence 
and sexual assault; Augie’s Quest, 
an organization dedicated to fund-

ing research and drug development 
to help end ALS (Lou Gehrig’s Dis-
ease); and the Employee Partners 
Care Foundation, which assists 
members of La Cima’s parent com-
pany, ClubCorp, who have fallen on 
hard times.

Diana Franzetti, CEO of Brighter 
Tomorrows, said fundraisers such 
as the Charity Classic have a huge 

impact on their agency.
“Any [amount of money] we get 

is huge to us,” said Franzetti, whose 
organization is a first-time bene-
ficiary of the Charity Classic. “But 
the main thing is, out of all the peo-
ple coming to this, something else 
will come out of this for us as well. 

Club’s casino night fundraiser aids 
‘Bond’ with worthy charities

Irving hosts annual 
Transportation Summit

development throughout the whole 
city. You have to continue to look at 
where the dollars are going to come 
from to finish a project.

“Sometimes you lose sight of proj-
ects we’ve already done; for example 
Mr. Carpenter started Las Colinas 
40 years ago and it has probably 
been the only in the last five years, I 
may be off on my time, that we have 
had the actual Las Colinas Boule-
vard to come in at that intersection, 
because we had to have the over 
pass built on Northwest Highway. 
Details like that get lost in the shuf-
fle. That was a $12 million operation 
that came from TxDOT. There are so 
many of those little $10 million and 
$12 million projects that happened 
throughout the city. This event gives 
you the opportunity to see those and 
showcase the city.

“The Transportation Summit 
gives us a chance to show what we 
have, it gives us a chance to show the 
projects that have started and need 
to be completed, and it gives the op-
portunity for the staff to be involved 
with other staffs at the federal and 
state level. It provides an opportu-
nity for all of us to get to know and 
meet our colleagues from around 
the Metroplex and around the state. 
It’s a good networking opportunity 
as well,” he said.

Irving built one of the first trans-
portation summits in the country, 
and in its first 19 years of existence, 
until 2013, it grew into one of the 
largest. Transportation officials and 
managers flocked to Irving each 
year not only from around the coun-
try but internationally as well. 

More recently, however, Irving 
has reduced its transportation sum-
mit in both size and scope.

“The real issue is to make sure you 
have the right people,” Stopfer said. 
“You have people here from TxDOT. 
Summits are all good whether they 
are short or they are long, because 
they represent the city and the city 
will get to showcase. 

“Victor Mendez [the U.S. Deputy 
Secretary of Transportation] is here 
from the federal level, as well as 
elected officials. I can’t say that one 

Irving ISD welcomes more than 
34,000 students first week of school

From player to coach: Softball 
helps a girl grow into a woman

ed Lamar Middle School and was 
a graduate of Nimitz High School 
Class of 2011. She lettered in fast 
pitch softball each of her four high 

school years as a center-fielder. 
Under the direction of Head 

Coach Jennifer Haltom, the softball 

See SUMMIT Page 4

See CHARITY Page 2
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Livapalooza - Back to School Bash
August 26, 4  -  7 PM
Lively Pointe Youth Center is celebrating the 
new school year with an afternoon of fun and 
games for middle and high school students. 
The festivities will include music, food, games 
and outdoor activities such as a rock wall 
and bungee jump. The center will also host 
an open house for parents and new students 
to discover what Lively Pointe has to offer. 
If you’ve never been to Lively Pointe - come 
check us out! 909 N. O’Connor Road, Irving, 
TX 75061 

“Remain Loyal to Jehovah!” Con-
vention 
August 26-28
Jehovah’s Witnesses invite the public to 
accompany them to the 2016 “Remain Loyal 
to Jehovah!” Regional Conventions in Irving. 
The conventions will be held at the Irving 
Convention Center, located at 500 West Las 
Colinas Blvd., Irving. 
“Godly Loyalty” is the theme to be devel-
oped through 49 Bible-based presentations 
featuring 35 exciting videos. The morning 
and afternoon sessions each day will be 
introduced by music videos specifically cre-
ated for the 2016 “Remain Loyal to Jehovah!” 
Convention. 
The conventions are open to the public, with 
the programs beginning at 9:20 a.m. each 
day. No admission charge or collections 
will be taken. 
Swahili language convention will be held 
August 26-28. 
For more information and a schedule of the 
2016 “Remain Loyal to Jehovah” Regional 
Conventions of Jehovah’s Witnesses,” visit – 
JW.org/en/jehovahs-witnesses/conventions

NFL Punt, Pass, Kick Competition 
August 27, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
In partnership with the Irving Police Athletic 
League, the Irving Police Department will 

host the NFL Punt, Pass and Kick compe-
tition at Sam Houston Middle School, 3033 
W. Country Club Dr.
Open to boys and girls ages 6 to 15, 
the equal opportunity competition allows 
local youth to compete in a friendly envi-
ronment using basic football skills (punting, 
passing and kicking). There are five age 
groups, offering a place for everyone. 
Young people are encouraged to take 
part in the NFL’s commitment to Play 60.  
There is no cost to participate just show up 
in sneakers! To learn more about the NFL’s 
Punt, Pass and Kick program, visit nflppk.
com. For Irving event details call (972) 600-
7583 or visitipdpsu.org.

Hit the green back the blue
August 29, 8 a.m.
Charity Golf Tournament-Benefiting the fami-
lies of 5 fallen officers from the 7/7/16 tragedy 
Bear Creek Golf Club, Shotgun Start, email 
registration and payments to the following: 
Stayci Runnels-LeaderboardEvents@gmail.
com 6119 Greenville Ave #376, Dallas 

Public Meeting
August 30, 7pm 
The Irving Heritage Society will host a public 

meeting in the Irving Arts Center Suite 200, 
just off of the Carpenter Hall lobby at 3333 
North MacArthur. Irving Arts Center Execu-
tive Director Todd Hawkins will be the guest 
speaker. He will provide information on the 
proposed consolidation of the historical 
preservation and arts departments of the 
City of Irving. 
The meeting is open to the public for informa-
tion and input. Refreshments will be served. 
The Irving Heritage Society can be contacted 
at 972-252-3838.

DART Community Meeting
August 24, 6:30 p.m.
You are invited to a community meeting 
to discuss the Cotton Belt Regional Rail 
Corridor project. The Cotton Belt project 
was approved as part of the DART Transit 
System Plan in 2006, and has a current 
service implementation year date of 2035.
DART now has an opportunity to accelerate 
the project schedule by more than 10 years. 
The meetings will include information on: 
Project history and background, Proposed 
project schedule and funding sources, Next 
steps for project development.
Meeting will be held at Dallas/Fort Worth Air-
port Marriott North, 8440 Freeport Parkway, 
Irving TX 75063.

Whether it’s volunteers, somebody 
with money who wants to give, 
somebody who has a connection 
to someone in need, you just never 
know. That’s the best part. 

“The money’s great, the money 
always comes, but it’s the connec-
tions we gain,” she said. “You come 
back to me in six months, and I’ll tell 
you that someone from the La Cima 
event is involved.”

Helping raise awareness and fi-
nancial contribution for charity or-
ganizations is nothing new for the 
La Cima Club, which gives back on a 
regular basis, according to Goff.

“This is our biggest one-day annu-
al event, but we do a lot of monthly 
smaller-scale philanthropic efforts 
as well and partner with area char-

ities that could really use our help,” 
Goff said. “I hope people’s takeaway 
[from the Charity Classic] is that 
they’re inspired to sort of ride our 
coat tails and help to give back to 
their communities. That’s the big-
gest message I would want to send 
out.”

Franzetti said that assistance is 
always welcome for their agency, 
which helps over 1,000 women and 
children annually by providing a 
safe haven for them while the vic-
tims of abuse plan their next move. 
Brighter Tomorrows helps provide a 
place to stay, free rent and utilities 
until the victims can get back on 
their feet, resources for job opportu-
nities and legal connections.

Strong support and direction 

is needed when women make the 
choice to leave their abusive envi-
ronment, Franzetti said.

“Often, they come in with three or 
four kids, they don’t have a car, they 
don’t have their own money. What 
are they going to do?” she said. “Do-
mestic violence is power control, a 
way to control somebody.

“The average is that it takes a 
woman seven times to leave her 
abuser. When she leaves is when she 
is in the most danger of being hurt 
or killed. It’s very tough, so we feel 
like they’re a survivor the moment 
they make that decision to leave.”

Since 2007, ClubCorp has donat-
ed more than $17 million to wor-
thy charities and programs such as 
Brighter Tomorrows, and ClubCorp 
affiliates such as the La Cima Club 
intend to continue those fundraising 
efforts. Goff said the club also wants 
the public to be aware of what they 
have to offer its members.

La Cima Club provides a place 
to network, hold meetings, dine, 
showcase events and book special 
gatherings such as weddings. The 
club, located on the top floor of the 
Williams Square business towers, 
underwent $1 million in renovations 
in 2012 to better serve its clientele. 

“It’s all about trying to deliver the 
value that our members need and 
expect,” Goff said. 

Outside Sales 
Representatives 

Wanted
Rambler Newspapers is currently 

seeking outgoing individuals 
who enjoy working closely with 
community business leaders.

Requirements: Personal 
Transportation & Valid Driver’s 

License and Insurance
Preferred Skills Include: prior 

Sales Experience (not retail) 
& Basic Computer Skills and 

willingness to establish and 
maintain profitable relationships with 
customers. For more information 

call 972-870-1992.

CHARITY
Continued from Page 1
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Water District
Notice of Public Hearing on Tax Rate

The Irving Flood Control District, Section I, will hold a public hearing on a proposed tax rate 
for the tax year 2016 on September 13, 2016, at 11:30 a.m. at the Haggar Board Room, Haggar 
Building, University of Dallas, 1845 E. Northgate Dr., Irving, Texas 75062.  Your individual taxes 
may increase or decrease, depending on the change in the taxable value of your property in relation 
to the change in taxable value of all other property and the tax rate that is adopted..

FOR the proposal: Shawn Podrasky
 Patrick Daly
 Jon Schneider
 Shawn Davies
AGAINST the proposal: None
PRESENT and not voting: None
ABSENT: Robert Galecke, Stephen LaMure, Richard Duge

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing unit last year 
to taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

Total tax rate (per $100 of value)

Difference in rates per $100 of value
Percentage decrease in rates 
Average appraised value
General exemptions available
 (excluding senior citizen’s or disabled
  person’s exemptions)
Average taxable value
Tax on average residence homestead
Annual increase / decrease in taxes if
 proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-)
 and percentage of decrease (+/-)

* There are no residence homesteads within Irving Flood Control District, Section I.

NOTICE OF TAXPAYERS’ RIGHT TO ROLLBACK ELECTION

 If taxes on the average residence homestead increase by more than eight percent, the 
qualified voters of the district by petition may require that an election be held to determine whether 
to reduce the operation and maintenance tax rate to the rollback tax rate under Section 49.236(d), 
Water Code.

Last Year
$0.52 / $100

Adopted

*

*
*
*

This Year
$0.453 / $100

Proposed

*

*
*
*

($0.067)
(12.88%)

*
( 12.88%)

Freelancers 
Needed

Rambler Newspapers is currently 
seeking inquisitive individuals 

with experience in:
Editing - Writing 

- Photography
To apply send resume, clips and 

image samples to: 
staceys@ramblernewspapers.net

For more information
call  972-870-1992

During a dedication ceremony 
just outside the library’s entrance, 
the University of Dallas officially re-
named its library, now known as the 
Cowan-Blakley Memorial Library, 
on Thursday, Aug. 18. The new 
name honors long-time University 
Professor Louise S. Cowan, Profes-
sor and University President Donald 
Cowan, and U.S. Sen. William Blak-

ley. 
With introductions by President 

Thomas W. Keefe and Dean of 
University Libraries and Research 
Cherie Hohertz, two of the Cowans' 
protégés each honored the new li-
brary name with memories of the 
two educators: their son, Bainard 
Cowan, who is UD's Louise Cowan 
Chair and Professor of Literature, 

University of Dallas dedicates Cowan-Blakley Memorial Library
and Professor of English Robert 
Scott Dupree, who was once a stu-
dent of Louise Cowan's. 

“We were fortunate to have Drs. 
Donald and Louise Cowan at the 
University of Dallas,” Hohertz said. 
“Their vision for the Core curric-
ulum, graduate studies, the Rome 
program and many other facets of 
the university elevated the reputa-
tion of UD and revolutionized Cath-

olic higher education. They under-
stood completely the importance of 
the library as the heart of the institu-
tion, and it is our privilege to honor 
them and have you here to help cel-
ebrate the renaming of our library.” 

To close the dedication, Bainard 
Cowan related how he was struck 
with the level of learning at the Uni-
versity of Dallas each time he visit-
ed the campus, sharing an example 
of his parents’ love of books that so 
deeply influenced both him and the 
university.

“In a sense, Don and Louise were a 
library in themselves,” Bainard said. 
“My parents’ coffee table reflect-
ed the excitement of thought and 
poetry, from their early discovery 
of Jacques, Joseph Campbell and 
others to the latest publications on 
Russian literature and literary theo-
ry. With them, scholarship threw off 
its covering as a dry, professional ac-
tivity and regained its aura of fresh 
news – living and breathing and 
ever-new adventures. Books were 
living companions, helpful guides or 
worthy disputants.” 

The Cowans’ leadership helped 
create a lasting legacy at the uni-
versity. During Donald Cowan’s 
15-year tenure as president, the uni-
versity’s reputation, enrollment and 
endowment experienced significant 

growth. Programs such as the Rome 
Semester and physical improve-
ments, including the expansion of 
the J.M. Haggar Sr. University Cen-
ter, were instituted and completed. 
His perceptive essays and lectures 
on education are still widely influ-
ential. 

Louise Cowan, an authority on 
Southern literature, gave form to 
the Literary Tradition sequence, a 
centerpiece of the university’s wide-
ly recognized Core curriculum. Her 
reputation as a great teacher attract-
ed scholars and students to the In-
stitute of Philosophic Studies and 
was recognized by the White House, 
which presented her with the Fran-
kel Award, the nation’s highest 
teaching prize.

U.S. Sen. Blakley, for whom the li-
brary was originally named, was on 
the university’s first advisory board 
and was immensely dedicated to the 
University of Dallas. Additionally, 
Blakley gave $7.5 million – more 
than $60 million in today’s market 
– to the university for the advance-
ment of graduate studies to go to-
ward the Braniff Endowment Fund 
and constructing several campus 
structures, including the Braniff 
Graduate Building, Braniff Mall and 
Braniff Memorial Tower.

SOURCE University of Dallas

Dallas County Community Col-
lege District students can transfer 
to Texas Tech University and either 
fast-track to a teaching career at 
TTU or pursue a bachelor’s degree 
in nursing through the university’s 
El Paso campus, thanks to recent 
transfer agreements signed by both 
institutions.

Fast track to teaching careers
DCCCD students who want to 

pursue a career in teaching now 
have a pathway to transfer to TTU’s 
TechTeach, a program that puts 
them on a fast track to earn a bach-
elor’s degree and a teaching cer-
tificate in one calendar year after 
completing an associate degree. The 
degree and certification guarantee 
teaching positions at schools in the 
Dallas Independent School District.

A transfer agreement signed by 
the two institutions offers this op-
portunity: students who complete 
a recommended degree plan and 
earn an Associate of Arts degree 
in teaching or an Associate of Sci-
ence degree and who fulfill TTU’s 
requirements will be admitted to 
the TechTeach program and earn 
a bachelor’s degree in multidisci-
plinary studies.

The agreement was signed at DC-
CCD in July by Dr. Justin Lonon, 
DCCCD’s executive vice chancellor, 
and Dr. Scott Ridley, dean of the 
College of Education at TTU.

The TechTeach program allows 
students to earn a bachelor’s de-
gree and the teacher certification in 
one year through a combination of 
online classes and intensive clinical 
experience. In this program, stu-
dents are placed as teachers at DISD 
schools, and their work is monitored 
by mentors and coordinators.

“The TechTeach program offers 
an excellent opportunity for our stu-
dents to take a fast track to teaching 

and bring more teachers into Dallas 
classrooms,” Lonon said. “Transfer 
agreements like TechTeach and our 
general transfer renewal with Texas 
Tech enable our students to attend a 
university, build a career and teach 
to help young students grow.”

“Texas Tech University strongly 
values its programming partnership 
with DCCCD, and the data tell us 
that we are jointly producing excel-
lent new teachers for the communi-
ties and children that need them the 
most,” Ridley said.

DCCCD students will be guaran-
teed admission to the program if 
they complete an AAT or AS degree; 
have a cumulative grade point aver-
age of 2.75; earn a “C” or better in 
all courses; and achieve minimum 
scores on one of the following ex-
ams: 

SAT: 500 or better in both verbal 
and math portions and a total score 
of 1070

ACT: 19 or better in both English 
and Math portions and a total score 
of 23

TSI Compliance Exam: Phase 1 
minimum scores of 351 Reading, 
363 Writing Multiple choice with 4 
on the Essay and 350 Math

The TechTeach program offers 
four educational certificates, includ-
ing: 

EC-6th Grade Generalist Certifi-
cate; 

Bilingual Certificate; 
English as a Second Language 

(ESL) Certification (EC-6); and 
Special Education Certification 

(EC-12)
General DCCD/Texas Tech trans-

fer agreement renewed
During the ceremony, DCCCD 

and TTU also renewed a general 
articulation agreement that en-
ables students to transfer from the 
district’s seven colleges to Texas 
Tech. DCCCD students who follow 
the recommended program of study 
– the common core and transfer 
curriculum – and who meet all other 
admissions requirements and dead-
lines pertaining to application for 
admission, orientation and regis-
tration, and payment of tuition and 
fees will be eligible for admission 
to Texas Tech.

The renewal was signed by Lonon 
and Dr. Patrick Hughes, TTU’s asso-
ciate vice provost for undergraduate 
education. 

Under the general transfer re-
newal, DCCCD students who have 
earned 12 to 22 credit hours and 
who have a GPA of 2.5, and students 
who have 24 or more credit hours 
and a minimum GPA of 2.25, will 
be guaranteed admission at TTU. 
In addition, students who complete 
common core requirements or who 
earn an associate degree will be ac-
cepted automatically.

Texas Tech also will accept cred-
its from online, dual credit and ear-
ly college high school courses; only 
courses with a grade of “C” or better 
will be eligible for transfer. 

Brookhaven College nursing stu-
dents can earn degree from Texas 
Tech - El Paso

Under another partnership, 
Brookhaven College nursing stu-
dents will be able to earn a bachelor’s 
degree from Texas Tech El Paso’s 
Gayle Greve Hunt School of Nursing 
through a dual enrollment program 
between the two schools. Brookhav-
en students will be able to complete 
their four-year degrees without 
leaving the Dallas area by partici-
pating in their clinical rotations at 
local hospitals and by taking online 
classes at GGHSON.

The new partnership will help 
alleviate the national shortage of 
nurses because many hospitals now 
require nurses to have bachelor’s 
degrees. 

Transfer agreements help
students pursue education

Almost 28,000 nurses already 
work in Dallas County, but at least 
4,000 more are needed immediate-
ly, according to recent figures from 
Economic Modeling Specialists In-
ternational. 

For more information about DC-
CCD’s transfer programs, please 
email Sunny Huang,  DCCCD’s co-
ordinator of transfer services, at ch-
uang@dcccd.edu or call 214-378-
1751. 
SOURCE Dallas County Community College 

District
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OUTSIDE SALES 
REPS WANTED
Rambler Newspapers 

is seeking sales 
representatives. 

Requirements:
Personal Transportation & Valid 
Driver’s License and Insurance

Preferred Skills Include:
Prior Sales Experience (not retail) 

& Basic Computer Skills
Willingness to establish and 

maintain profitable relationships with 
customers .

To apply send resume to 
johns@ramblernewspapers.net

For more information 
call 972-870-1992

CLASSIFIEDS
LEGALS

NOTICE TO CUSTODIAN AND JANITORIAL VENDORS

Notice is hereby given that “Manara Academy” will receive competitive sealed 
proposals up to but no later than– 4:00 p.m. Friday, September 16th, 2016.

The Sealed Bids are for Janitorial Service at all 4 campuses.

Custodial and Janitorial Service as specified in the Request for Proposal (RFP), 
specifically including the Agreement for furnishing Custodial Services.
Proposals shall be received in Manara Academy located at:

Manara Academy
Attn:  Facilities Manager

8201 Tristar Dr. 
Irving, TX 75063

Any proposal not received by 4:00 p.m. on Friday, September 16th, 2016 at the 
above location will not be accepted.  Manara Academy reserves the right to reject 
any and all proposals in the best interest of Manara Academy.

All details of the RFP may be found on the website at:  http://www.
manaraacademy.org/governance

DEATH NOTICES

(972) 870-1992 
laurier@ramblernewspapers.netOBITUARIES

Charles Havres Patrick went home 
to be with the Lord on August 18, 
2016.  He was born April 1, 1926 in 
Forkville, MS.  He is survived by his 
wife of 65 years, JoAnn (Bright); his 
daughter Riche Louviere and hus-
band Ason; his son Anthony Patrick 
and wife Beth; daughter-in-law Jean 
Patrick; his grandchildren Amber 
(Louviere) Johnson and husband 
Kevin; Thomas Louviere; Riley and 
Reese Patrick; a sister Shirley Mer-
chant, sister-in-law Louise Spann 
and numerous nieces and nephews. 
He was preceded in death by his 
son, 55 year-old Joe Havres Patrick; 
parents Charlie and Ida (Wallace) 
Patrick; brothers Therman Patrick 
and wife Carol; James Patrick and 
wife Lurra Lee; Barney Patrick; 
sisters Bessie Moore; Gladys Nutt 
and husband Otto; Aline Bankston 
and husband Henry; Janelle Rogers 
and husband Benny; brother-in-law 
George Merchant. As a young man 
he played baseball, a sport he loved 
and demonstrated skills with high 
potential.  Then World War II called 
all young men for service.  As a 17 
year-old he joined the Army, serv-
ing with ground troops in Europe. 
He experienced all the horrors of 
war with frozen feet and served with 
General Patton when they went into 
prison camps for evacuation of the 
prisoners.  After his service he was 
employed at Talon Zipper factory 
in Morton, MS as a supervisor.  As 
a production manager, he helped 
open a plant in Durant, MS.  In 1969, 

he moved his family to Irving, TX to 
manage a customer service unit for 
Talon where he remained until his 
retirement. After retiring from Tal-
on, he continued to work for a num-
ber of years as an accountant. The 
family received friends at the church 
prior to the Memorial service which 
began at 2:00 pm Thursday, August 
25, 2016 at First United Methodist 
Church in Irving. Memorial dona-
tions may be made to the church 
at 211 W. Third, Irving, TX 75060.  
Burial of his ashes will occur at the 
Dallas-Ft Worth National Cemetery 
at a date still to be determined.

CHARLES HAVRES
PATRICK

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Jimmy Joe Cline
Jun. 1, 1937 - Aug. 15, 2016

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

Karen Henderson            
Dec. 10, 1944 - Aug. 19, 2016

Cameron Maye
Jun. 7, 1979 - Aug. 19, 2016

Fay Jones
Dec. 18, 1932 - Aug. 20, 2016

George Samuel
Nov. 11, 1936 - Aug. 22, 2016

EVENT HALL 
RENTALS

IRVING ELKS LODGE #2334
2015 N. BRITAIN RD.

IRVING, TX 75061
PLEASE CALL
(972) 579-0005

FOR MORE INFORMATION.
SEATING FOR UP TO 230

PEOPLE, FULL SERVICE BAR.

is better than the other. Anytime 
you can bring people together, that 
is important. 

“I think with a longer summit, 
you have more issues you can look 
at. Here you have a finite time that 
you can talk about water, rail, and 
highways,” he said. “In the past, oth-
er things were talked about at the 
summits. We talked about repre-
sentation from the Suez Canal, and 
we talked about major waterways 
outside of the state.

“The one and two day summit 
works well for the local issues.

“It’s always important to look at 
the positives we have in our city and 
to showcase the infrastructure we 
have. Infrastructure is our number 
one priority for the summit, and it is 
one of our highest priorities as a city. 
Hopefully the residents realize how 
important it is to bring people to-
gether to talk about infrastructure,” 
he said.

Melissa Baker, a public works ad-
ministration manager for Irving, felt 

the Transportation Summit went 
very well.

“We planned the summit so that it 
was at the proper time of the month, 
so that both the state and federal 
delegations could be there,” Baker 
said. “So the dates strategically co-
incided with their calendars. For a 
day and a half we designed the com-
prehensive agenda so that it was 
efficient, and we could get them in 
and get them out, and we could talk 
about the necessary topics that we 
needed to talk about. I think it was 
a successful event this year.

“Not just Irving, but the region, 
and North Texas area gains a lot 
from the summit as it relates to best 
practices being able to talk about 
not only transportation but water 
and infrastructure issues, being able 
to have time with those state legis-
lators and the federal congressional 
delegation in order to share with 
them our need as it relates to trans-
portation and water public policy.

“The summit puts it in the fore-

SUMMIT
Continued from Page 1

front of their minds as they are go-
ing back to Austin in January, and 
D.C. as it relates to transportation 
funding specifically water funding. 
We have several projects that need 
funding, and the area has projects 
that need funding as a region.

“Irving, as well as North Texas, 
is a leader in transportation, water 
infrastructure and economic devel-
opment policy. We want to be on the 
forefront of that, and I think we are,” 
she said.

By Fredy Gonzalez
Hundreds of people representing 

various nationalities of origin, ages 
and creeds gathered at Mustang 
Park Recreation Center to partici-
pate in the Day of Unity celebration 
on Saturday, Aug. 13. The Baha’i 
Faith Church of Irving coordinated 
the event’s festivities. 

“Unity Day provides a testament 
to our ability and inevitability to 
come together and open up mean-
ingful dialogues between the many 
backgrounds among the people,” 
Mahrooz Maddela, an event orga-
nizer, said.

Dialogues were opened not only 
between the citizens of Irving, but 
also city officials as those in the 

DURHAM, NC— Millions of U.S. 
students are being under-chal-
lenged by an American educational 
system that overemphasizes age-
based curriculum, according to a 
new research study co-authored by 
Matt Makel, Director of Research at 
the Duke University Talent Identifi-
cation Program (Duke TIP).

Specifically, the study found very 
large percentages of U.S. students 
are performing above grade level, 
with many of them performing well 
above grade level—indicating that 
the U.S. likely wastes tens of billions 
of dollars each year in efforts to 
teach students content they already 
know. 

Depending on the state-specific 
data examined, the study’s research-
ers estimate that 20-40 percent of 
elementary and middle school stu-
dents perform at least one grade 
level above their current grade in 
reading, with 11-30 percent scor-
ing at least one grade level above 
in math. Large percentages of these 
students are performing well above 
grade level: the study estimates that 
8-10 percent of Grade 4 students 
perform at the Grade 8 level in read-
ing/English/language arts, with 2-5 

Celebrating unity despite all our differences
crowd ranged from councilman to 
police officers, and even to repre-
sentatives of the school district. Ir-
ving City Councilmen, including Mr. 
Webb, Mr. Palmer, and Mr. Ward 
attended along with Assistant Chief 
of Police Brian Redburn and Irving 
ISD superintendent Dr. Parra, who 
both shared meaningful words on 
love and unity with the crowd. 

“I see and always see first as a per-
son before I see as a councilman,” 
Councilman Ward said. “Irving is 
such a diverse community: differ-
ent faiths, ethnicities; and this event 
put together something touching. I 
would have come even if I were not 
on city council. 

“It was wonderful to hear the 

different comments made and the 
prayers given. This is what it’s all 
about: loving and respecting one 
another. It goes to show that there 
is community involvement and also 
shows, although we may not always 
vote the same, we respect each oth-
er for our different values. I am so 
blessed to live in Irving, so diverse; 
possibly, the most diverse city in the 
US. I think that is very meaningful. 

“As a city council, we oftentimes 
are faced with different issues, and 
we must learn to respect the view-
points of one another, the com-
ments, and feelings to different 
subjects. This is the second time I 
have attended Unity Day and I saw 
more representation, from prayers 
of Muslim faith, to Christian Faith, 
Baha’i Faith, and Buddhist thought,” 
he said.

Chairman and one of the coordi-
nators of the event, Dr. Rolando L. 
Maddela, discussed what interested 
him most watching the event unfold. 

“Diversities among the crowd 
reacted positively to the prayers 
and speakers on the topics of love 
and unity,” Maddela said. “I saw 
the agreement in their faces and in 
the motion of their heads. I see the 
people want peace and unity among 
the community. I saw also, not only 
diversity in ethnicities or beliefs, but 
even in ages. For even the children 
sang about unity, and the youth 
spoke on the need of unity for a pro-
gressive community.

“Activities like these are import-
ant to sustain the interest of the 
people in promoting and creating 
peace and unity. Events like these 

could, of course, be sponsored by 
anybody, the school district, the city, 
inter-faith groups and youth groups. 
They can do these things too. The 
more people do these things the 
more sure we can be that not only 
the interests in unity are sustained, 
but also the activities themselves,” 
he said.

“It doesn’t matter where we come 
from,” Amy Fatheazaam said. “We 
all come from the same substance. 
Since we were here to promote uni-
ty, my prayer served to remind all 
of us that in actual fact, we are one. 
That is what I was thinking about as 
I said the prayer.

“Unity Day serves as an oppor-
tunity to remember why we are liv-
ing here and what we are trying to 
achieve.” 

Millions of U.S. students are
under-challenged in school

percent scoring at similar levels in 
math.

Together, these percentages rep-
resent staggeringly large numbers 
of students. For example, in a single 
recent year, there were more stu-
dents in the U.S. already working 
four years above grade level than the 
entire population of Rhode Island. 
In short, millions of American K-12 
students are currently performing 
above grade level and are not being 
appropriately challenged, putting 
their intellectual development at 
risk.

The implications of the study’s 
results are profound. They indicate 
that current federal and state educa-
tion policies focusing on grade-level 
proficiency are irrelevant for a huge 
number of American students. They 
also suggest that the current U.S. 
K-12 system organizing primari-
ly around age-based grade levels 
needs serious rethinking. The au-
thors are calling for state districts 
and schools to report their percent-
ages of above-grade-level perform-
ers and to include starting scores in 
their measurements of educational 
growth, but they caution that this is 
not enough to address the problem.

“Identifying the millions of stu-
dents whose academic talent has 
largely been invisible is essential, 
but it is only a first step,” Makel said. 
“New policies need to be developed 
to make sure that every student has 
the opportunity to learn something 
new every day, no matter where 
they start. Subject-specific acceler-
ation, curricular compacting, and 
many other interventions can help 
match students with the learning 
environment they need to be appro-
priately challenged.”

The authors looked at both na-
tionwide and state-specific testing 
data. The policy brief, published 
by the Johns Hopkins University 
Institute for Education Policy, is 
titled “How Can So Many Students 
Be Invisible? Large Percentages of 
American Students Perform Above 
Grade Level.” It is co-authored by 
Peters, Matthew C. Makel of Duke 
University, Michael S. Matthews of 
the University of North Carolina at 
Charlotte, Karen Rambo-Hernan-
dez of West Virginia University and 
Jonathan A. Plucker of Johns Hop-
kins University.

SOURCE Duke University Talent 
Identification Program

By Adam Stephens
Smoking Gun Firearms Acade-

my hosted a seminar for gun own-
ers and other concerned citizens at 
Spring Creek Barbecue on Saturday, 
Aug. 20. Sergeant Keith McGuire of 
the Fort Worth Police Department 
presented a lecture on surviving an 
attack by an active shooter, which is 
defined as someone with a clear in-
tent to kill.

“It’s very important for people to 
educate themselves on these mat-
ters, especially considering what 
is going on in this country right 
now,” the academy’s area manager 
Don Barlow said. “Although active 
shooting occurrences are extremely 
rare, you must always be on alert 
and think through every possible 
scenario for surviving, whether it be 
run, hide, or fight.”

“Remember, your goal is survival, 
not killing the bad guy,” Sgt. Mc-
Guire said. “Legally, you can use le-
thal force to save other people, but if 
the shot is beyond what you’re com-
fortable with at your skill level, no 
one’s ever going to tell you that you 
have to go at that guy. If you think 
you can win, go for it, but if you have 
doubts, you gotta hide.”

Sgt. McGuire discussed three 
broad responses to a situation where 
an active shooter is endangering 
lives: run, hide, and fight. In partic-
ular, he emphasized the importance 
of forming a general idea of what 
you would do in such a situation as 
soon as you enter a building (know-
ing where the exits are and making 
sure they’re accessible in case of an 

emergency, knowing the general 
layout of the building, sitting some-
where where you could easily get to 
an exit if you had to, etc.)

The sergeant also discussed plac-
es where you would want to hide 
(preferably not a common area such 
as a lunch room) and the difference 
between concealment and cover. 
Cover will protect you as well as hide 
you. There was also a discussion of 
situations where it is necessary to 
fight back and how to do so effec-
tively: basically, “never fight fair.”

“In the real world, you won’t be 
able to deny your situation or ne-
gotiate with the assailant,” Sgt. 
McGuire said. “In those situations, 
sometimes the brain shuts down and 
there’s a panic. The bad news is that 
half the time, the police won’t get 
there in time; three to six minutes is 
the average response time, and the 
attacker can kill a lot of people in 
that time. If you’re in that situation, 
you’ll have to play an active part in 
your own rescue. Above everything 
else, you want you and your family 
to get out of that situation alive.”

There was also a discussion of var-
ious gun laws and gun owner rights 
(such as open-carry) and a discus-
sion on the necessity of learning 
gun laws so that gun owners know 
when lethal force is legally justified 
and what their rights are should 
they need to employ such force. Up-
dates of national and state gun laws 
regarding open carry and campus 
carry were also covered during the 
seminar.

Three basic strategies 
help people survive 

active shooters



Page 5August 27, 2016972-870-1992  Rambler Newspapers

Water District
Notice of Public Hearing on Tax Rate

The Irving Flood Control District, Section III, will hold a public hearing on a proposed tax rate 
for the tax year 2016 on September 12, 2016, at 6:30 p.m. at 8830 N. MacArthur Blvd., Suite 101 
Irving, Texas 75063.  Your individual taxes may increase or decrease, depending on the change in 
the taxable value of your property in relation to the change in taxable value of all other property 
and the tax rate that is adopted..

FOR the proposal: Kim Andres
 Chris Calvery
 William Correa
 Neha Kunte
AGAINST the proposal: None
PRESENT and not voting: None
ABSENT: Mazhar Islamraja

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing unit last year 
to taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

Total tax rate (per $100 of value)

Difference in rates per $100 of value
Percentage decrease in rates 
Average appraised value
General exemptions available
 (excluding senior citizen’s or disabled
  person’s exemptions)
Average taxable value
Tax on average residence homestead
Annual increase / decrease in taxes if
 proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-)
 and percentage of decrease (+/-)

NOTICE OF TAXPAYERS’ RIGHT TO ROLLBACK ELECTION

 If taxes on the average residence homestead increase by more than eight percent, the 
qualified voters of the district by petition may require that an election be held to determine whether 
to reduce the operation and maintenance tax rate to the rollback tax rate under Section 49.236(d), 
Water Code.8

Last Year
$0.128 / $100

Adopted

$257,652

42,705
214,947
$275.13

This Year
$0.128 / $100

Proposed

$277,055

46,633
230,422
$294.94

unchanged
0.0%

$19.81
7.2% 

Hank
Hi. My name is Hank. I'm 2 years old, and was brought in because I 

will do best without young children. When you meet me, you will defi-
nitely notice the Labrador traits. I'm a very outgoing, friendly, sweet, 
smart boy, who is looking to please. While I have the energy of a lab, 
I also have a laid-back cuddly side. I love people, I know some com-

Sydney
Hello, it's me. I was wondering if 

after all this time you'd like to meet. 
Ha! Sorry about the Adele refer-
ence. I haven't been here long. I was 
in a great home for my 5 years of life 

then my humans brought a tiny human home - it was about my size 
- then I suddenly found myself here in a cage. Don't feel sorry for me 
though. I am a bit timid since this is all new to me, but there are won-
derful people here who love me and take care of me. They scratch my 
head, which I really love. So, let's meet and I'll prove how amazing I am. 

mands, and cannot wait to have a new family of my own. 
A home where I can be the only furry baby will be best. 
So if you have room in your heart and home for a sweet 
loving boy, let's meet.

By Nathaniel Sillin
Looking for an eco-friendly sub-

compact or the thrills that come 
with a sports car? Perhaps the prac-
ticality of a sedan or a spacious SUV 
better fits your needs? No matter 
what type of vehicle is calling your 
name, planning your purchase can 
help you save as much money as 
possible. 

Consider these six savings tips 
while shopping for your next car. 
Whether you’re concerned about 
upfront, monthly or long-term 
costs, there’s something here that 
can help you. 

1. Look for a fuel-efficient car. 
Buying a hybrid or all-electric vehi-
cle rather than a gas guzzler could 
help you save money on long-run 
fuel costs. Plus, state and federal tax 
credits might give you some addi-
tional upfront savings. 

If you’re sticking to a fully 
gas-powered car, you can still save 
money by choosing a fuel-efficient 
model. Once you pick a class of car 
and determine your budget, use the 
Environmental Protection Agency’s 
miles-per-gallon rating for each ve-
hicle to estimate and compare the 
monthly fuel costs. 

2. Compare the long-term costs 
of different cars. In addition to 
fuel, consider the long-term costs 
of maintenance, repairs, insurance, 
taxes, depreciation, fees and financ-
ing. 

To help you with the calculations, 
Kelly Blue Book has a 5-Year Cost 
to Own tool that lets you compare 
long-term costs for 2015 and 2016 
models. Edmunds’s True Cost to 
Own® tool does a similar thing for 
2010 and newer models. 

3. Buy a “new-to-you” car. Buying 
a used car rather than the equivalent 
brand-new model can usually save 
you money. However, you’ll want to 
look at each used car on an individu-
al basis. Consider how it feels during 
a test drive and its history if you can 
access it.

You may be able to buy a warranty 
for your used car, or you could pur-
chase a certified pre-owned (CPO) 
car from a dealership. Dealers in-
spect CPOs before selling them with 
a manufacturer’s warranty. If you’re 
not buying a CPO, you could hire a 
mechanic to perform a pre-purchase 
inspection. It’s not a guarantee, but 
the inspection can help ensure you 
won’t get caught off guard by any 
unexpected issues.

With the right deal on a used car, 
you might be able to buy the car 
outright instead of financing the 
purchase. By paying cash, you avoid 
accruing interest, making month-
ly payments and worrying about 
loan-origination fees. 

4. Negotiate the purchase. Most 
people don’t enjoy haggling with a 
car salesperson, but even non-con-
frontational negotiating tactics can 
help you save money.

For example, once you pick a 
make and model, you could shop 
online for available vehicles at near-
by dealerships. Reach out to each 
dealer’s internet sales team and ask 
for their best total cost, inclusive of 
taxes and fees. 

Take the lowest offer and ask the 
other dealers if they can beat it. If 
one of them can, take your new low-
est quote and again ask the rest of 
the dealers to go lower. Keep going 
until you get a price that works best 
for you. 

You could use the same tactic with 
dealerships outside your area. How-
ever, you may have to travel and 
pick up the car or pay to transport it. 

Another helpful resource is nego-

The University of Dallas recently 
announced a partnership between 
its Satish & Yasmin Gupta College of 
Business and the global community 
management firm Associa. Partner-
ships such as this enable the college 
to further its mission to prepare 
students in a wide variety of man-
agement specialties across a broad 
range of industries.

“Associa’s core values, which in-
clude integrity, customer service 
and innovation, complement the 
university’s mission to develop prin-

tiation services like Authority Auto, 
which negotiates competitive pric-
es on new and pre-owned cars. For 
a fee, the online service negotiates 
each part of the process to get you 
a better deal and take some of the 
stress out of the car-buying experi-
ence and only charge a percentage of 
what they save you. 

5. Consider leasing instead of pur-
chasing. Taking out a lease is simi-
lar to purchasing a long-term rent-
al. You’ll have to return or buy the 
car at the end of the lease, and you 
may have to pay fees if you drive too 
many miles or damage the vehicle. 

The lease down payment and 
monthly payments will be lower 
than buying the same car outright. 
However, you can still save money 
by shopping around and negotiat-
ing because the down payment and 
monthly payments depend on the 
vehicle’s sale price. 

If you like to drive a new car and 
always want to be under warranty, 
starting a new lease every few years 
could make sense. On the other 
hand, there’s more long-term value 
in buying if you tend to have a lot of 
wear and tear on your cars. 

6. Use alternative means of trans-
portation. Forgoing the purchase of 
a car altogether might not work for 
everyone, but it’s worth considering 
if you live in a city or don’t regular-
ly drive long distances. Instead of 
owning a car, you could get around 
with a mix of carpooling, public 
transportation, walking and biking. 
You could also still have access to a 
car if you join a car-sharing program 
or use a ride-sharing app or taxi ser-
vice. 

Bottom line
There are many ways to save 

money on your next car, and you 
should almost certainly plan your 
purchase before signing any dotted 
lines. Start by researching all your 
options, including living without a 
car, buying used and leasing. If you 
decide to purchase a car, you can 
compare the long-term cost of dif-
ferent makes and models and save 
money upfront by haggling with 
sellers. 

cipled and moral leaders,” Gupta 
College of Business Dean Brett J. L. 
Landry said. “For 50 years, we have 
been providing community partners 
with high-quality, practical business 
education. With this partnership, 
we continue to expand our network 
of organizations who value what a 
real-world educational experience 
can bring to their workforce.”

Through this partnership, Asso-
cia employees, more than 10,000 in 
five countries, are eligible for tuition 
benefits from the University of Dal-

las. The benefits can be applied to 
master’s and continuing education 
programs in the college’s Center for 
Professional Development.

“We are honored to partner with 
the University of Dallas and offer 
our employees the opportunity to 
continue their education at such 
a renowned and established in-
stitution,” Associa Vice President 
of Leadership & Organization De-
velopment Todd Strosnider said. 
“Having earned my Master of Busi-
ness Administration from UD, I can 
attest to the first-class level of the 
program and its marketability in the 
workforce.”

According to a 2016 report by 
the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
new jobs grew by five percent in the 
Dallas/Fort Worth market last year. 
With thousands of organizations 
competing for the same job pros-
pects, companies are looking for 
new ways to attract and retain em-
ployees with limited budgets. One 

way to do this is to provide them 
with educational discounts from top 
universities like the University of 
Dallas.

“Since our founding UD has em-
powered thousands of working 
professionals through flexible pro-
grams serving a variety of special-
ties,” University of Dallas Director 

of Corporate Relations and Partner-
ships Halley Netsch said. “Through 
academic partnerships with UD, 
employers can develop employees 
from within their own companies 
with the added benefit of preparing 
their workforces to lead their orga-
nizations forward into a competitive 
market.”

SOURCE University of Dallas 

University of Dallas announces partnership with Associa

Six ways to save 
on your next car
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings are 
limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location 
and time. If an organization wishes to have more in-
formation than the free listing offers, we will continue 
to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Buttons & Bows Square 

& Round Dance Club 
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
DFW Scroller Saw Club

Last Saturday of each month
9:30 AM to 11:30 AM

Georgia Farrow Rec Center 530 Davis St.
www.dfwscrollers.net / 214-995-9270

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thursday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain

www.irvingarc.org
Irving AMBUCS

Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.
at Spring Creek BBQ

 Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Second Tuesday each month @ 7:30 P.M.

132 E. Second St. Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

Monday, May 9th, 6:30 pm 
Texas Center for Proton Therapy 

1501 W Royal Lane
Irving Retired School

Personnel Association
First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS

* It was 19th-century French poet Charles 
Baudelaire who made the following sage 
observation: “What’s irritating about love is 
it’s a crime that requires an accomplice.” 

* In 2012, a Swedish man named 
Henrik Ismarker was fed up with people 
speeding down the road in his Stockholm 
neighborhood, so he went to the local police 
department and asked them to crack down 
on drivers going too fast. In response, a 
speed trap was set up, and Ismarker himself 
got a speeding ticket the very next day. 
He was embarrassed, he said, but added 
that he was “very satisfied with the police 
response.”

* Thanks to extremely flexible jaws, the African egg-eating 
snake can swallow an egg that’s much larger than the diameter 
of its head. It also can tell with a flick of the tongue whether an 
egg is fresh or not. 

* Those who study such things say that if you start to lose your 
hearing, it’s more than likely that you’ll lose high notes before 
you lose low notes. 

* According to a recent study, kids in the South have more 
playtime with their parents than kids in other parts of the United 
States. In a nationwide survey of parents with children ages 
2 to 8, 76 percent of Southern parents say they play with 
their kids at least once a day. Compare that to the West at 46 
percent, the Midwest at 40 percent and the Northeast at just 
38 percent. 

* I imagine that if someone screamed, “Eeek! A foggy-toddler!” 
you wouldn’t have any idea what was going on. If you’d studied 
the vernacular of 18th-century England, though, you’d know to 
watch out for a bumblebee.

1. HISTORY: Which two towns were 
destroyed by the eruption of Mount 
Vesuvius in 79 AD?
2. GEOGRAPHY: In what country is the 
Abel Tasman National Park located?

3. ANATOMY: How many vertebrae are in the human body?
4. LITERATURE: In 1961, this author published a selection of mystery 
stories for young readers titled “Thirteen for Luck”?
5. MOVIES: Which Alfred Hitchcock movie ends with a scene on 
Mount Rushmore? 
6. MONEY: How much was the British farthing worth when it went out 
of circulation in 1960?
7. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who served as the 16th president of the United 
States?
8. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Which ancient region’s name means 
“between two rivers”?
9. MEDICINE: The drug digitalis is derived from which flower?
10. ASTRONOMY: How often is Halley’s Comet visible from Earth?

Answers
1. Pompeii and Herculaneum
2. New Zealand
3. 33
4. Agatha Christie
5. “North by Northwest”
6. One quarter of a penny
7. Abraham Lincoln
8. Mesopotamia
9. Foxglove
10. Every 75 or 76 years
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WORSHIP
UNITY CHURCH
Unity of Irving

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class

11:00 AM Service
& Children’s Church

Reverend Frank Pounders
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-5083

unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third,  75060

972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Second and fourth Sundays

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
First Church of Christ, Scientist

2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 75061
972-253-7202

www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-0476

access code 884879
For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.
972-790-8606 

www.BeltLineChurch.com Rambler
Subscribe 

to the  

Water District
Notice of Public Hearing on Tax Rate

The Dallas County Utility and Reclamation District will hold a public hearing on a proposed tax rate for the 
tax year 2016 on September 14, 2016, at 8:30 a.m. at 850 East Las Colinas Blvd., Irving, Texas 75039.  Your 
individual taxes may increase or decrease, depending on the change in the taxable value of your property in 
relation to the change in taxable value of all other property and the tax rate that is adopted.

FOR the proposal: Danny C. Opitz
 Bruce Kamis
 Stephen K. Bronner
 Tom Tannehill
AGAINST the proposal: None
PRESENT and not voting: None
ABSENT: Charles Cotten

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing unit last year to taxes 
proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

Total tax rate (per $100 of value)

Difference in rates per $100 of value
Percentage decrease in rates 
Average appraised value
General exemptions available
 (excluding senior citizen’s or disabled
  person’s exemptions)
Average taxable value
Tax on average residence homestead
Annual increase / decrease in taxes if
 proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-)
 and percentage of decrease (+/-)

* Single Family residential homesteads built within the District are eligible for an abatement  
 exemption on all taxable improvements for a term of up to 50 years.  The current percentage 
 exemption is 92% of appraised value.

NOTICE OF TAXPAYERS’ RIGHT TO ROLLBACK ELECTION

 If taxes on the average residence homestead increase by more than eight percent, the qualified voters 
of the district by petition may require that an election be held to determine whether to reduce the operation 
and maintenance tax rate to the rollback tax rate under Section 49.236(d), Water Code.

Last Year
$1.59 / $100

Adopted

$471,697

*
*
*

This Year
$1.295 / $100

Proposed

$489,753

*
*
*

($0.295) / $100
(18.55%)

*
( 18.55% )

DALLAS -- Young Women’s Pre-
paratory Network (YWPN), the 
largest network of all-girls, public 
schools in the nation, and Ysleta 
Independent School District (YISD) 
opened its eighth school, Young 
Women’s Leadership Academy 
(YWLA) on the first day of school. 
The doors opened Aug. 22 when 234 
6th and 7th grade girls arrived at 
the first all girls’ public preparatory 
school in El Paso. YWLA will add a 
grade every year until the school has 
students through 12th grade.

YWLA joins seven other schools 
as a part of the Young Women’s 
Preparatory Network whose mis-
sion is to support single-gender, col-
lege-preparatory, public education 
in Texas and beyond, giving young 
women the academic and leadership 
skills to achieve success in college 
and in life. With a focus on STEM, 
YWPN’s other schools are located 
in Austin, Dallas, Fort Worth, Grand 
Prairie, Houston, Lubbock and San 
Antonio and have incredible results: 
100 percent of the students graduate 
high school, and 100 percent are ac-
cepted to college. About 68 percent 
of the network are economically 
disadvantaged, and 68 percent are 
first-generation college students.

“Our Network is excited to part-
ner with YISD to expand our foot-

print into West Texas by opening 
this school patterned after our 
other successful schools,” YWPN 
CEO Lynn McBee said. “What was 
once unheard of when we opened 
the first all-girls school in Dallas and 
the first in Texas in 2004 is starting 
to take root because our public/pri-
vate model is transforming public 
education.”

As the private entity of the pub-
lic/private partnership, YWPN do-
nated $1 million to fund the school. 
These funds will be used for en-
hancements such as a full-time col-
lege bound advisor, extended learn-
ing programs to reinforce STEM, 
summer programs, test preparation, 
college visits and leadership oppor-
tunities.

“The Ysleta Independent School 
District is proud to partner with 
the Young Women’s Preparatory 
Network to enhance, expand and 
enrich the educational experiences 
of young women in El Paso,” Ysleta 
ISD Superintendent Xavier De La 
Torre, Ed.D. said. “With YWPN’s 
proven model of success and college 
preparedness, along with a rigorous 
curriculum and extensive leader-
ship training, our YWLA students 
will have the opportunity to not only 
pursue higher education, but be 
competitive in the 21st century glob-

al workforce.”
According to YWLA Principal Ma-

linda Villalobos, the middle school 
teaching pathway is engineering, 
and the high school’s engineering, 
biomedical and computer science.

In 2015-2016, YWPN’s 291 
graduates received offers of more 
than $41.9 million in academic and 
merit scholarships and have matric-
ulated to 115 different colleges and 
universities. More information can 
be found at http://youngwomen-
sprep.org.

SOURCE Young Women’s Preparatory 
Network

All-girls public school opens

Students, leaders, school board and elected officials cut the ribbon to open Ysleta 
ISD's Young Women's Leadership Academy, the eighth school in the Young Women's 
Preparatory Network. /(PRNewsFoto/Young Women's Preparatory Netwo)

Irving ISD and all 33 campuses 
that are rated achieved the rating 
of Met Standard in the 2016 state 
accountability ratings released last 
week by the Texas Education Agen-
cy. 

“This is the first time since the 
advent of the 2013 accountability 
year that we’ve had all of our cam-

puses and the district meet stan-
dard, which means there are no Im-
provement Required campuses in 
the district at all,” Superintendent 
of Schools Jose L. Parra, Ed.D. said. 
“When I got here [in 2014], we had 
six, went down to two, went down to 
one, and now we don’t have any.”

SOURCE Irving ISD

All Irving ISD Schools 
meet state standards
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Outside Sales Representative Wanted
Rambler Newspapers is currently seeking outgoing individuals who enjoy 

working closely with community business leaders. To apply send resume to 
johns@ramblernewspapers.net  For more information call 972-870-1992

team won four straight District titles 
at Nimitz High School the years Rid-
dle attended. Riddle was elected by 
her peers as MVP during her senior 
year at Nimitz. 

Courtney’s passion for softball 
began at the age of six in Southeast 
Park alongside her first coach Brian 
Hindsman. Soon after leaving his 
wing she played select softball with 
Drew Ethington. 

“I then saw where she was going 
with her life,” Mrs. Riddle said. “I 
saw her heart was in that. She loved 
the team and loved softball.”

She received a four year scholar-
ship to play Softball at Division II 
Southeastern Oklahoma State Uni-
versity for legendary Head Coach 
Ron Faubion. She was redshirted 
her freshman season. In her Junior 
season, 2014, Southeastern made it 
to the Women’s College World Se-
ries and placed 3rd in the US out of 
245 Division II schools.

“Rogers played outfield since join-
ing the Savage Storm for the 2013 
season and has played in 190 games, 

starting 174 of them in her four-
year career as the team compiled 
151 wins, a pair of GAC champion-
ships and a third-place finish at the 
NCAA Finals. She was an All-Cen-
tral Region selection in 2013 and 
earned a pair of All-GAC honors,” 
Faubion said. “Rogers hit better 
than .300 for her career with over 
150 hit, including 15 home runs, 
while driving in 122 RBI. She car-
ried a .402 on-base percentage and 
is slugging .474 for her career. She is 
seventh in the GAC all-time in RBI. 
“’We are excited to add her to the 
staff. She is one of the hardest work-
ers we’ve ever had in the system 
and she will be able to connect with 
the players very easily,” he said. 
Today Rogers is officially a mem-
ber of the coaching staff at SOSU, 
a newlywed (since July 16, 2016 
to Logan Rogers) and is simultane-
ously pursuing a master’s degree 
as a means to either an athletic di-
rectorship or a position as school 
principal. She plans on graduating 
December of 2017.

COACH
Continued from Page 1

By Susan Edgley
Last week’s rain didn’t put a 

damper on Coppell High School 
Band’s annual Welcome Back Con-
cert. A culmination of the students’ 
efforts during their three weeks in 
Summer Band Camp, the concert on 
Aug. 18 drew hundreds to the CHS 
Arena. Families, band alumnae and 
community members gathered to 

watch a preview of the 2016 march-
ing show entitled “Now I See,” and 
support the band. 

Typically held at Buddy Echols 
Field, the concert was moved inside 
to keep the band members and spec-
tators dry. Although the students 
were not able to march in the arena, 
they performed the preshow music 
from the 2016 show. Additional-

ly, the CHS Drumline introduced 
their2016 drumline show, “The Mu-
sic of Pat Metheny,” and the Color 
Guard performedflag routines. 

“We wanted to show the audience 
the visual, musical, percussion and 
color guard components of our pro-
gram,” said Gerry Miller, Director of 
Bands for CISD. “The unification of 
these four captions is essential for a 

successful and high quality presen-
tation. That is what we are working 
toward.”

“It was amazing to see the num-
ber of people from the elementa-
ry and middle schools,as well as 
the neighborhood,at the Welcome 
Back Concert,” said Vieven Moore, 
whose son Michael Moore is a ju-

nior percussionist at CHS. “These 
high school band kids have worked 
so hard, especially over the last few 
weeks,to progress in their musical 
abilities. The show of support from 
our community is a real statement 
to the character and discipline of our 
band students.”

SOURCE Coppell High School 

Coppell Band’s Welcome Back Concert draws big crowd

by Amanda Austin
The Coppell Farmers Market re-

cently received a grant from The 
Farmers Market Coalition and Chi-
potle. This grant is for $2,000 in 
vouchers to be handed out to young 
consumers, empowering them to 
make healthy food choices on their 
own by having direct buying power. 

In conjunction with the grant 
funding, the market has adopted 
an educational program called The 
Power of Produce (POP) Club. The 
POP Club is made up of three main 
components: 1. Supporting healthy 
food choices, food awareness, and a 
healthy lifestyle through educational 
activities each week 2. Encouraging 
children to try new, healthy foods; 
and 3. Giving children market cur-
rency to spend on fresh produce 
each week they attend the farmers 
market. 

The POP Club will meet during 
What’s Growing, the farmers mar-
ket’s weekly garden time for kids 

from now until Oct. 15 (Food Day 
for Kids). What’s Growing takes 
place at 10:30 a.m. at the Coppell 
Farmers Market Learning Garden, 
located near the splash pad. Some 
extra special activities have been 
scheduled: 

Produce Bingo 
Saturday, Sep. 10,
 10:30-11:15
Planting Activity
Saturday, Sep. 24,
 10:30-11:15
Scavenger Hunt
Saturday, Oct. 15,
 10:30-11:15
Children must sign up to partici-

pate and will receive $5 in Coppell 
Farmers Market money for each 
activity they complete. The dollars 
must be spent on produce and fruit. 
Participants will have the opportu-
nity to earn a voucher each week, 
and they can be redeemed until Oct. 
31.

SOURCE Coppell Farmers Market

Coppell Farmers Market 
receives grant

Coppell High School Band students perform music from the fall marching show during the Welcome Back Concert on August 18th.
/Photo by Susan Edgley


