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By Matthew Pedersen
In the pursuit of their goal to help 

the struggling families of Irving, 
Irving Cares held its annual fund-
raiser, The Great Harvest. Patrons 
and sponsors swarmed to the Irving 
Convention Center’s scenic fourth 
floor Friday, Sep. 16, enjoying an 
evening of lovely food and music. 
While the event was filled with fun, 
the sponsors and the core staff of Ir-
ving Cares never forgot the reason 
behind the festivities: to provide aid 
to Irving’s citizens who are in need.

Teddie Story, the CEO of Irving 
Cares, stood at the front door, per-
sonally greeting those who took 
time out of their schedules to attend. 

“This is our twenty-sixth year to 
have The Great Harvest,” Story said. 
“We are very excited about the peo-
ple who will support us through this 
event. It is our biggest fundraiser, 
and it’s a big piece of our budget. 

“We hope tonight to raise 
$300,000, so that we can do the 
services that we need. We help Ir-

By Emily Menton
Irving police chief, Larry Boyd, 

visited the Irving chapter of the AM-
BUCS (American Business Clubs) 
to speak about his upcoming retire-
ment at Spring Creek Barbecue on 
Friday, Sep. 16.

“It’s time to allow someone with 
different skills, thoughts and ideas 
to take over,” Boyd said.

Boyd began his police career 
with the City of Irving in 1980, then 
worked for Arlington for 22 years 
before returning to Irving to serve as 
police chief. During his tenure with 
Irving, Chief Boyd launched sever-
al community initiatives, including 
Coffee with a Cop, the Patrol Prob-
lem Solving Team and the Patrol 

On Sep. 16 shortly before 10 
A.M., Irving Police Depart-
ment school resource officers at 
MacArthur High School were 
notified of a suspicious item 
found in an unused school lock-
er. 

Officers examined the item, 
and out of an abundance of cau-
tion, notified the Department’s 
Bomb Squad. The area was cor-
doned off and the school was 

Suspicious item discovered 
at MacArthur High School

temporarily evacuated. Bomb 
squad technicians removed the 
item and took it to a secure lo-
cation for further examination. 
The item was determined to be 
harmless. 

This incident is under inves-
tigation by the Irving Police De-
partment. 

SOURCE Irving Police De-
partment

Police chief speaks
to local AMBUCS

Body Camera Program.
“It’s bittersweet,” Boyd said. “I 

hope to leave this organization on 
a positive note, in a way people can 
appreciate it.

“If we are not connected with our 
community, we won’t make any dif-
ference. What we do [protect citi-
zens] won’t work correctly if there’s 
not a solid trust relationship that 
exists with the community. We have 
to instill a culture of trust in our de-
partment.”

Boyd credits his faith for his suc-
cessful stint as police chief.

“When I look back on my career, I 
realize it was God’s plan for my life,” 
he said.

To honor Chief Boyd, AMBUCS 
is donating an AmTryke (a tricycle 
specially designed for children with 
disabilities) to a local child.

Irving Cares celebrates 
Great Harvest Gala

ving families with very basic needs: 
food, rent, utilities, jobs.”

The money gathered is certainly 
essential for their operations, and 
Irving Cares, as Story explains, goes 
above and beyond as a non-profit 
to provide aid and benefits to those 
who seek their help.

“The overall way that Irving Cares 
spends its money is that 83 percent 
of the money we raise goes towards 
our programs. The industry stan-
dard is only 70 [percent], so we 
make a bigger investment in our 
customers and the people that we 
serve, instead of other things,” she 
said.

Such a large event takes months 
of planning and dedication.

“We started this in April. It takes 
a long time to put together the spon-
sors, the people who donate mon-
ey, the people who donate auction 
items, the people who do the work 
here today,” Story said. “We’ve been 
working for a while on getting this 
all started, and it all culminates to-

night with 430 people in the house 
to help us raise the money that we 
need.”

Sydney Leigh Roberts, the Event 
Chair for this year’s Great Harvest 
Gala, talked about being hands on 
with leading the event organization 
and how structured Irving Cares has 
made the process.

“This will be my fourth year as 
chair, and we really have it down to 
a science where we know what we 
want to do every year now,” Roberts 
said. “Some of the biggest decisions 
we have to make are what the menu 
will be, maybe what the centerpiec-
es are going to be, and what the live 
auction items will be. We have a lot 
of wonderful silent auction items 
that are donated every year, then we 
just have to plan the event and pick 
a date.”

The menu and centerpieces tru-
ly do deserve a special mention, as 
these seemingly little details show 
the level of commitment the Irving 
Cares Staff made. The chefs at the Ir-
ving Convention Center prepared a 
meal consisting of brazed short ribs, 
chicken Florentine, cheese jalapeno 
grits, and a vegetable bundle. Then 
there was crème brûlée or salted 
caramel cheesecake for dessert.

As for the centerpieces, this year’s 
gala featured an array of special vin-
tages of wine at the heart of every 
table. This presented a fundrais-
ing opportunity where participants 
could donate money and receive a 
bottle of limited edition wines for 
themselves. 

Public interest in the event has 
been phenomenal, according to 
Roberts, who talked about how even 
at the last minute, people were hop-
ing to get seats.

“This is a yearly get together,” 
Roberts said. “People who don’t re-
ally get to see each other for a year 
get together for this event. We’ve 
had people calling us as late as 4 
o’clock this the afternoon, hearing 
that there is a cool event going on 
tonight and to see if there are any 
open seats here. We’re full packed 
tonight. It’s great to see our spon-
sors here, because this is our way 
to thank them for a full year of sup-
port.”

Teddy Story took a moment to 
talk about Irving Care’s history, and 
how it has shown continued growth 
over such a long period of time.

“Irving Cares is 60 years old next 
year, so we’ve been in existence for 
a long time,” Story said. “It contin-
ues to grow each year. We want to 
be able to serve the people who need 
us. Galas and fundraisers like this 
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Plaza Music Series 

September 17, 7pm – 9pm

Autumn marks the arrival of 
shorter days, cooler temperatures, 
and the return of the Plaza Music 
Series! Concerts will take place in 
Coppell’s Town Center Plaza, lo-
cated at 255 Parkway Blvd. Con-
certs are free; no ticket or advance 
registration is required. The Vin-
tage Vibes will take the stage, with 
a crowd-pleasing array of music 
ranging from rock and roll to swing, 
rockabilly, and more.

The Big Blend
September 25, 2 p.m.

The Irving Heritage Society will 
host “The Big Blend: The Hispan-
ic Experience in America,” part of 
the Irving Public Library’s NEA Big 
Read. A brief general meeting of 
the Heritage Society will be held at 
2pm in Suite 200 of the Irving Arts 
Center, 3333 North MacArthur and 
the program will follow. Al Zapan-
ta, President and CEO of the U.S. 
– Mexico Chamber of Commerce 
will host a panel of guest speak-

ers including Patricia Alvarado of 
Irving ISD, Juan Daniel Ramos, 
2014 MacArthur high valedictorian 
and Dr. Christina Salinas of UT Ar-
lington in a conversation about the 
meeting of Hispanic and Anglo cul-
tures in the United States. Refresh-
ments will be served and the public 
is welcomed. 

Coppell Mardi Gras
October 1, 5 to 9 p.m.

Mardi Gras in the Fall at the 
Square in Old Town Coppell. Kids 
can enjoy face painting and arts and 
crafts, as well as the farmers market 
themed playground and the Main 
Street Interactive Fountain. Popular 
jazz musicians, the N’Awlins Gum-
bo Kings, will entertain the crowd. 
The N’Awlins Gumbo Kings capture 
the vibrancy of the Crescent City 
with both classic jazz favorites and 
well-crafted originals. For those who 
want to commemorate the fun, a 
photo booth with a variety of festive, 
Mardi Gras props, will be run by the 
Coppell Chamber of Commerce. 

are one of the ways that we can in-
troduce people to Irving Cares. Let 
them know about what we do, and 
how we serve the people. 

“We want the Irving Communi-
ty to know how thankful we are for 
their support. We have tremendous 
people who really do care about 
their neighbors. They care about 
the people who need help and they 
want to do something to make that 
help happen. We are very thankful 
for that.”

Irving ISD Superintendent of Schools Jose L. Parra, Ed.D., Pastor Gabe Hatch and Stipes Elementary School Principal 
Bonnie Richardson sign a Partner in Education certificate as Stipes Elementary welcomes Irving Baptist Fellowship as 
a new Partner in Education. 

Irving Baptist Fellowship generously donates their time and resources, including school supplies, participating on the 
campus involvement committee and PTA, and will soon donate to the school’s attendance initiative.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Irving Baptist Fellowship 
Partners with Stipes Ele-
mentary



Page 3September 24, 2016972-870-1992  Rambler Newspapers

Sandy Bee
Hi. My name is Sandy Bee, and I'm about 4 years old. I was rescued 
from another shelter. When you meet me, you will definitely notice my 
fun wiry coat, and while no dog is allergy free, the wiry coat would in-
dicate that I'm hypoallergenic, and tend to shed less. The second thing 
you will notice, if you spend even one minute with me, is my wonder-

Grover
Hey y'all! My name's Grover and 

I am so excited about meeting you! 
I'm a young kid who's only 2 months 
old so I've got a lot of life and love to 
give to a fantastic forever family. I 

adore toys, other cats, and long maps. Oh, and that's my brother, Dob-
by, in the background. He's always trying to steal my thunder, but that's 
ok because he's my cuddle buddy when it's nap time.

ful energetic, happy personality. I love people. I love to 
play. I love love love belly rubs. I also know some com-
mands. I'll be here waiting. Let's meet. 

Coast, Bill Schindler; and through 
the Midwest I picked Mel Kenyon 
from Minneapolis,” he said.

Stevens went on to explain that 
these racers, chosen from around 
the country, help to give the event an 
all-encompassing view on the histo-
ry of motorsports.

“We do three features every year, 
and I try to do a national and region-
al portion so that there’s a reason 
for locals to come and a reason for 
national interest. We usually have 
a couple hundred people attending, 
and ten to twelve states represented 
at each year’s event.”

American Hall of Fame midget 
car driver Ron “Sleepy” Tripp, who 
joined the evening’s proceeding’s 
via phone during the main presenta-
tion, shared many details about his 
career and experiences with the as-
sembled audience, including how he 
originally entered into motorsports.

“My dad actually raced hot rods, 
and he played high school football,” 
Tripp said. “So it was no surprise 
that when my brother and I came 
home, we were going to race cars 
and play football. I was four and a 
half and my brother was six when 
we started midget car racing. I did 
that until I was twelve. Basically, 
my dad provided some top racecars, 
and we did a lot of racing.”

Tripp also talked about how he 
earned the nickname “Sleepy,” 
which has remained with him his 
entire racing career.

“What happened was, when we 

Racers Reunion connects fans with racing history
By Matthew Pedersen

The Racers Reunion Banquet 
brought together veteran racers, his-
torical items, and racing enthusiasts 
under one roof in a day of appreci-
ation for the sport. The event took 
place in Irving on Saturday, Sep. 17, 
and culminated in a presentation 
which celebrated the achievements 
and careers of three legends in the 
midget car racing tradition. 

Bart Stevens, who organized the 
event and led the presentations, 
talked about the history behind the 
Racers Reunion Banquet and the 
reasons behind keeping up with the 
tradition.

“This is the seventh annual Rac-
ers Reunion Banquet,” Stevens said. 
“We try our best to bring stories to 
life about people, places, and things 
that made a difference in the racing 
world. I spend a lot of time in the 
history side of things. I love exhibits, 
displays, and interpretive stories. 
This is a way for me, as a history guy, 
to entertain people but also teach 
them things in a passive way, so they 
leave here knowing something that 
they may not have before about a 
sport they’re passionate about.”

Stevens also talked about the pro-
cess through which key speakers 
and guests for the reunion are se-
lected.

“There’s been hundreds, if not 
thousands, of great drivers. I look 
at it regionally. I picked someone 
from the West Coast, Sleepy Tripp; 
I picked someone from the East 

started quarter midget racing, at 
four or five years old, within a year 
or two we were racing at night,” 
Tripp said. “We were racing some-
times three nights a week. At night, 
I’d be in the racecar in the pits 
asleep, because I was ready to go 
to bed. Then a few times the cars 
would be pushed out onto the track, 
and when they announced the driv-
ers, I’d be asleep.

“I got hollered at with that name, 
and I’ve tried to get rid of it a few 
times. When I went to high school, 
I thought ‘it’s time to have an official 
name,’ but it never worked out.” 

Mel Kenyon, also known as “Mi-
raculous Mel” or “The Champion of 
Midget Auto Racing,” also shared 
some of his experiences via a vid-
eo interview that played during the 
presentation. 

“It’s always good to be able to talk 
to you [the audience] and talk about 
racecars and racecar drivers,” Ken-
yon said. “Old fogeys they call us 
now, but that depends on how you 
think about age. You know, I’m only 
83, and I think I’m a kid yet.”

Kenyon talked a little about why 
he chose to specialize in midget car 
racing.

“It’s a very competitive and quick 
racecar, if you will. It’s always a fun 
thing,” he said. “Midget cars are fun 
to drive, fun to work on. That’s been 
our main bag to start with; that’s 
how we are finishing up.”

Kenyon also shared details about 
his 1965 crash, where his car’s 
engine burst, covering him with 
burning oil. While his injuries were 
severe, it didn’t stop him from con-
tinuing racing. 

“Of course there was the bonfire, 
the crash,” Kenyon said. “I got rear 
ended, broke my bladder in 1965. 
Got 60 percent burned, 42 percent 
third degree. I lost the fingers on my 
left hand, but the Lord gave me my 
right back. So I was able to carry on.”

Kenyon would go on to qualify 
and compete in the Indianapolis 
500 multiple times after this crash, 
never allowing his injuries to keep 
him from pursuing his chosen sport.

Bart Stevens, following the eve-
ning’s presentation, concluded the 
evening by talking about how living 
history, such as the stories shared by 
Sleepy Tripp and Mel Kenyon, can 
be found anywhere, as long as peo-

ple are willing to look for it.
“Don’t be afraid to go out and 

learn somethings you don’t know 
about, because there’s some very 
interesting stories out there. Oral 
history is really important for our 
future.” Stevens said.

Four band students from 
MacArthur High School were 
chosen to be part of this year’s 
2016-2017 Region 20 All-Re-
gion Jazz Band. 

Students from Region 20 
schools competed for the honor 
of being selected as members 
of this prestigious group. Mu-
sicians were asked to perform 
their jazz etudes and impro-
visation and chosen based on 
their performance and evalua-
tions from five visiting adjudi-
cators. 

Irving ISD will be represent-
ed by: 

Edward Parker Leon, 12th grade: 
2nd Chair Tenor Trombone, Band 1

Emma Hillman, 12th grade: Pia-
no, Band 2 

David Olguin, 10th grade: 3rd 
Chair Tenor Trombone, Band 2

Jacob Worrall, 11th grade: Bari 
Sax, Band 2.

As members of the All-Region 
Jazz Band, these students will par-
ticipate in a clinic, followed by a 
concert performance with area jazz 
professionals and ensemble of peers 
from across the Metroplex in De-
cember.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Mac Musicians 
make All-Region 

Jazz Band
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American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Buttons & Bows Square 

& Round Dance Club 
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
DFW Scroller Saw Club

Last Saturday of each month
9:30 AM to 11:30 AM

Georgia Farrow Rec Center 530 Davis St.
www.dfwscrollers.net / 214-995-9270

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thursday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain

www.irvingarc.org
Irving AMBUCS

Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.
at Spring Creek BBQ

 Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Second Tuesday each month @ 7:30 P.M.

132 E. Second St. Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS

* It was ancient Stoic philosopher Epictetus 
-- who served as a slave to a freedman 
named Epaphroditos, who was himself a 
secretary to the infamous Roman emperor 
Nero -- who made the following observation: 
“Men are not disturbed by things, but the 
view they take of things.” (In an interesting 
side note, upon hearing that quotation, 
a professor of psychology named Herb 
Kimmel reportedly responded: “What about 
things like bullets?”)

* The next time you’re outside enjoying a 
morning serenade, consider this tidbit: Most 
bird songs are cries of war, not courtship.

* Most people know “Mary Poppins” from 

the 1964 Disney film, but the character was created by author 
P.L. Travers and first appeared in a children’s book published 
in 1934. Walt Disney loved the story and wanted to make it into 
a movie, but it took more than 20 years for him to convince 
Travers to approve the plan. 

* Beloved American author Kurt Vonnegut studied biochemistry 
in college. 

* You may think you know what color a polar bear’s fur is, but 
you’re probably wrong: It’s not white; it’s translucent. The fur 
appears white because it reflects visible light -- in fact, polar 
bears are nearly invisible in infrared photography. If you’ve seen 
a polar bear in a zoo, though, you may have noticed a greenish 
tinge to its fur; this color comes from algae, which tends to form 
when the bears are in warm and humid environments to which 
they’re not accustomed. 

* You might be surprised to learn that the first drive-in theater 
in the United States was opened all the way back in 1921, in 
downtown Comanche, Texas. Attendees parked bumper to 
bumper to watch screenings of silent films. 

. LANGUAGE: How many letters are in the 
Russian alphabet?
2. MOVIES: Who rode a horse named 
Trigger in old Western movies?
3. CITY NICKNAMES: Which U.S. city is 

known as the “The Big Easy”?
4. GAMES: What chess piece can move only diagonally? 
5. GEOGRAPHY: Kathmandu is the capital of which country?
6. AUTOS: What is the best-selling car of all time?
7. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What is the current name of the country 
once known as Siam?
8. ENTERTAINERS: Which actor was known for the line, “Baby, you’re 
the greatest”?
9. TELEVISION: What is the name of the company featured in the Wile 
E. Coyote cartoons?
10. SCIENCE: What part of the cell contains the DNA and controls the 
cell?

Answers
1. 33  2. Roy Rogers
3. New Orleans 4. The bishop 
5. Nepal   6. Toyota Corolla
7. Thailand
8. Jackie Gleason as Ralph Kramden in 
“The Honeymooners” 9. Acme
10. Nucleus
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WORSHIP
UNITY CHURCH
Unity of Irving

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class

11:00 AM Service
& Children’s Church

Reverend Frank Pounders
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-5083

unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third,  75060

972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Second and fourth Sundays

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
First Church of Christ, Scientist

2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 75061
972-253-7202

www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-0476

access code 884879
For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.
972-790-8606 

www.BeltLineChurch.com

972-870-1992

Subscribe 
to the  

Rambler

By Matthew Pedersen
The Blair Witch Project has been 

a staple of the horror genre for over 
25 years now. Released in 1999, it 
was many moviegoers’ first experi-
ence with the found footage medi-
um of storytelling that would be fur-
ther popularized by the Paranormal 
Activity franchise. 

The story of three film students 
being stalked by strange and su-
pernatural horrors they planned to 
investigate presented a quieter type 
of terror, one which focused more 
on developing an unsettling atmo-
sphere, the slow development of 
characters, and a reserved level of 
visuals that left much to the imagi-
nation of its viewers.

Many critics of the time praised 
the film for this, while others were 
left unimpressed by what they 
viewed as a lack of substance. With 
that in mind, the Blair Witch (2016) 
has the difficult job of staying true 
to the spirit of the original, address-
ing the issues that led some to pan 
it, and trying to find its own unique 
voice. So, does the new film manage 
to meet these requirements?

Well, yes and no.
Blair Witch (2016) follows the 

story of the younger brother of one 
of the characters from the original 
Blair Witch Project trying to find 
evidence of what happened to them, 
making it a direct sequel. While this 
isn’t the first sequel the franchise 
has had (we shan’t speak of the ter-
rible 2000 film Book of Shadows: 
Blair Witch 2), it is the first to con-
tinue the story, and it does this very 
well. 

The emotional pacing of James 
Donahue, the surviving brother of 
the previous film’s protagonist, is 
quietly moving and lends itself to 
a deep sense of sympathy. James 
Allen McCune’s performance as 
James Donahue is believable with 
no major flaws, as is the whole of the 
film’s cast. His core group of friends 
lend him support by following him 
on his quest to find his long missing 
sister, showing visible relationships 
which allows the audience to form 
a connection with the protagonists.

These connections allow the au-
dience to feel a genuine sense of ur-
gency when the characters are put in 
danger, an emotional aspect which 
many films in the horror genre no-
ticeably lack. Sadly, not all the char-
acters in the film are as sympathetic. 

Actors Wes Robinson and Valorie 
Curry play two locals living near the 
Blair Witch’s forest, and tag along 
with the main cast to investigate the 
legend. While their performance 
isn’t bad, they don’t really add any-
thing to the plot or any of the char-
acters’ arcs. They merely serve as a 
plot device to initiate the film, shar-
ing the footage they claimed to have 
found depicting the infamous end-
ing scene of the Blair Witch Project. 
The time spent on them could’ve 
been used to further develop the 
other characters.

The film is also very aware of its 
roots, and takes brief time to show 
the technological improvements 
that have occurred in videotaping 
in the past 15 years. While handheld 
cameras are used, most of the foot-
age is taken from cameras worn on 
the characters’ heads. This gives the 
scenes a more personal and immer-
sive style. This improvement does 
come at the cost of making some ac-
tion scenes very shaky, more so than 
the original, which can make it hard 
to pick out details at times.

One aspect of the movie that re-
ally had me interested was the fact 
that the characters owned a camera 
drone, which I thought created the 
opportunity for some truly interest-
ing visuals. What creepy, unnatural 
sights could you get from the aerial 
perspectives the drone could reach? 
Unfortunately, the drone is only 
used twice throughout the film, and 
during those scenes all it does is give 
some panoramic shots of the forest. 
With this being a sort of update to 
the Blair Witch Franchise, I was 
very disappointed that this didn’t 
play a larger role.

Still, while the drone scenes were 
lacking, the head strapped cameras 
more than make up for it. They al-
lowed for a level of audience immer-
sion that creates the foundation for 
truly good horror, and that is where 
the film’s greatest strength comes 

Blair Witch sequel brings 
new, chilling horror to screen

from.
The Blair Witch Project was 

praised for the atmosphere it cre-
ated, using long scenes of scan-
ning the surrounding woods that 
would slowly build up to the coming 
shocks. The Blair Witch (2016) uses 
this technique and reworks it, com-
bining sound and visuals to touch 
upon a kind of fear that the recent 
forays into the genre of horror have 
lacked.

The characters find themselves 
in silence at numerous points in 
the film, nothing but the trees and 
darkness ahead of them. The si-
lence becomes thick. They limit 
their breathing, taking short gasps 
as they strain to locate each other or 
something they think they may have 
seen, though all it does is bring out 
a sense of claustrophobia. The dark-
ness presses in, they push them-
selves through branches and bush-
es, but they slowly calm down. The 
darkness abates, and their panicked 
breathing eases.

Then it happens. Something loud, 
something unseen, tears through 
the air. Like a shotgun blast, it jars 
the characters and, through their 
shock and horror, the audience. 
They snap around, looking in every 
direction, trying to figure out what 
it is. The thunderous roar strikes 
again, and a light of unknown origin 
shines through the trees and shrubs. 
It’s as though the tension in the air 
had finally become too much, crack-
ing the world and letting something 
unnatural seep through.

It doesn’t stop. The characters 
panic, they run. They look in every 
shadow and every gap in the woods, 

terrified that what’s stalking them is 
finally making a move. The rush of 
foliage blurs, and the audience scan 
the screen in shocked silence, ex-
pecting the exact same thing. Every 
shriek and turn makes them more 
absorbed into the scene, making 
them question what they’re seeing. 
Was there nothing there? Did I ac-
tually see something then or did I 
just imagine it? 

This goes on, dread building up as 
the characters and audience struggle 
to make sense of what’s happening, 
to see something that’s confirmed to 
be physical. They keep trying until 
finally… it sees them.

As wonderful as these scenes are, 
it is worth mentioning that there 
were some other experiments done 
in the Blair Witch horror style. 
Without spoiling anything, there are 
a few scenes that rely more on gross 
out horror, as opposed to the psy-
chological and visual horror. They 
lack the buildup that helped make 
those scenes work, and ultimate-
ly they don’t really have any bear-
ing on the events of the plot. You’ll 
know them when you see them, but 
that’ll probably be the only impact 
they make.

Ultimately, while not all the up-
dates the Blair Witch (2016) at-
tempts to use are successful, what 
it does get right is gripping, chilling, 
and impactful. Balancing well pre-
sented character arcs with a haunt-
ing atmosphere and some chilling 
visuals the original lacked, it suc-
ceeds where so many films of the 
horror genre lacked. I give this film 
a 4 out of 5, not perfect but definitely 
worth seeing.
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LEGALS

EVENT HALL ENTALS
IRVING ELKS LODGE #2334

2015 N. BRITAIN RD., IRVING, TX 75061
PLEASE CALL (972) 579-0005
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

SEATING FOR UP TO 230 PEOPLE, FULL SERVICE BAR.

RENTALS

FOR SALE

CLASSIFIEDS

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS – PROPOSED ZONING CHANGES 
CITY OF IRVING CITY COUNCIL

Public hearings are held to consider applications for amendments to the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance 
and the Official Zoning Map of the City of Irving, Texas for the properties described herein:

LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas
City Council: Thursday, October 13, 2016, 7 p.m.

ZONING CASE ZC16-0047:  Approximately 0.055 acres located at 8445 N. Belt Line Road.  The request 
is to rezone the property from S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) for C-C (Community Commercial) uses to S-P-1 
(Detailed Site Plan) for R-AB (Restaurant with the attendant accessory use of the sale of alcoholic beverag-
es for on-premises consumption) uses to allow a new restaurant the accessory use of the sale of alcoholic 
beverages for on-premises consumption.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT AND ZONING CASE ZC16-0052:  43.26 acres on the north-
west corner of SH 114 and N. Belt Line Road.  The request is to amend the Comprehensive Plan from 
Office/Technology/Warehouse uses to Low-Density Residential and Retail uses and rezone the property 
from R-40 (Single Family) and S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for FWY (Freeway) uses to S-P-2 (General-
ized Site Plan) for R-6 (Single Family) and C-N (Neighborhood Commercial) uses to allow single family 
and retail uses.

ZONING CASE ZC16-0061:  Approximately 0.045 acres located at 1101 N. Britain Road.  The request 
is to rezone the property from C-C (Community Commercial) uses to S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) for C-C 
(Community Commercial) and Wireless Telecommunication Facility uses.

ZONING CASE ZC16-0063:  Approximately 0.78 acres located at 2425 West Oakdale Road.  The request 
is to rezone the property from R-7.5 (Single Family) uses to S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for R-6 (Single 
Family) uses to allow four (4) single family lots with exceptions to the lot width requirements. 

ZONING CASE ZC16-0072 – Approximately 24.1 acres at 1251 E. Airport Freeway. The applicant is re-
questing to rezone the property from S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for C-OU-2 (Commercial Outdoor) 
uses to S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for C-OU-2 (Commercial Outdoor) uses to allow modifications to the 
approved building materials.
 
All interested persons are encouraged to attend the public hearings and express their opinions on the 
zoning change request.  Written response for the record may also be submitted to: 

City of Irving – Planning & Community Development Dept., 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 75060

The applications are on file for public review in the Planning & Community Development Dept. at the ad-
dress listed above during normal business hours. For additional information, please contact the Department 
at 972-721-2424. Please reference the case number when requesting information.

This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible parking spaces are available. Requests for interpretation 
services or assistive hearing devices must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. Contact the City Secre-
tary’s Office at (972) 721-2493 for assistance.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING – COMPREHENSIVE PLAN  
CITY OF IRVING CITY COUNCIL 

Public hearing to be held by City Council to consider adoption of the Imagine Irving Comprehensive Plan 
(City of Irving Comprehensive Plan) as the strategic policy guide and vision for the City of Irving.   

LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas
City Council Public Hearing: Thursday, October 13, 2016, 7 p.m.

All interested persons are encouraged to attend the public hearings and express their opinions on the 
proposed comprehensive plan.  Written response for the record may also be submitted to: 

City of Irving – Planning & Community Development Dept., 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 75060

For additional information, please contact the Department at 972-721-2424, or visit www.imagineirving.
org to view the plan and learn more about the public input process used to create it.   

This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible parking spaces are available. Requests for interpretation 
services or assistive hearing devices must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. Contact the City Secre-
tary’s Office at (972) 721-2493 for assistance.

NOTICE OF PROPOSED CHARTER SCHOOL
OPENING IN IRVING TX and GRAPEVINE TX

Sponsored By Future Leaders of American Charters Inc. Board Members: Audrey Riser, Doretta Spates, 
Sondra Samuels and LaTory Burks.
Parents/Guardians of school age children 4-10 years of age are invited to an informational meeting re-
garding plans to open North Texas College Prep Academies for grades Pre K-6.  The meeting will begin 
promptly at 5:00 pm until 6:30 pm on Monday, September 26, 2016 at the Valley Ranch Public Library 401 
Cimarron Trail, Irving, TX 75063.

Motivity Labs, Inc. seeks a Senior Analytics Manager at Irving, TX to execute on proj-
ects related to Analytics, Insights and Reporting. Gain insights on traffic, drop-off and website 
movement patterns. Work hands on with specialized tools. Special Required Skills:  Web 
Analytics, Reporting, Data Mining, Quantitative Analysis, toolset experience including 
SQL, SAS, Excel, Adobe SiteCatalyst and R. 72 months of experience and bachelor degree 
required. Foreign degree or equivalency acceptable. Apply to Motivity Labs, Inc. at 222 
West Las Colinas Blvd., Ste. 755E, Irving, TX 75039

Irving Oak Grove Cemetery Double lawn cryp
$5,000 OBO. 817-562-3080

mie Schmidt, Helja Estrada, Monica 
Limberg, Jewel Schmidt, Margaux 
Radakichenane, Andrew Rowlett, 
Michael Benjamin

Violas: Jayden Moore, Manisha 
Reddy, Celeste Olascoaga, Caelan 
Moore

Cellos: Michelle Kim, Casey 
Jones, Alexa Hoekstra, Laurence 
Bell

Flutes: Nina Frink, Lauryn Evans, 
Anna Glowacki

Horns: Matthew Shen, Helena 
Glowacki

Trumpet: Mushfique Chowdhury
Percussion: Advika Srinivasan
Harp: Clare Crawford.
Based in Irving, the Lone Star 

Youth Orchestra is the only tui-
tion-free youth orchestra in the Dal-
las-Fort Worth area. The Lone Star 
Youth Orchestra (LSYO) is an edu-
cation initiative of the Las Colinas 
Symphony Orchestra. 

The LSYO is open to all middle 
and high school students residing 
in the Dallas Metroplex. These tal-
ented youths are given the oppor-
tunity to supplement and enhance 
their music education by learn-
ing symphonic literature through 
high-quality orchestral and ensem-
ble training with the very best in the 
field. Students have the opportunity 
to perform with the Garland Sym-
phony Orchestra and the Las Coli-
nas Symphony Orchestra through 
side-by-side concerts, and students 

Promising musicians join
Lone Star Youth Orchestra

The Las Colinas Symphony Or-
chestra is proud to announce the 
2016-2017 Lone Star Youth Orches-

tra members.
Each season, Las Colinas Sym-

phony Orchestra members are se-
lected through a competitive audi-
tion process.

This year, the orchestra selected 
30 exceptional musicians to be a 
part of this prestigious organization:

Violins: Victoria Hwang, Esther 
Ko, Nicole Beltran, Lucy Kim, Ca-
mille Radakichenane, Gloria Kim, 
Xavier Reyes, Ronaldo Carbone, Ja-
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Gayre King

Marital status: Married twice
Children: Eight living children between 

herself and her current husband of 30 years, 
and 21 grandchildren

Education: Some college
Birthplace: Dallas, Texas

Secret to a happy life: Be true to your-
self.

Important choices and decisions: I 
think I have learned something from every de-
cision that I have made, from getting married 
to having children and grandchildren. As a 
military wife, I learned to adapt very quickly to 
new situations, new countries, new languages, 
new cultures; and I carried that through. I have 
two sides to my personality. On one hand, I’m 
very creative; and on the other hand, I have a 
good business head.

Something that happened in your 
lifetime that you never thought would 
happen: I got to meet Richard Gere. He just 
happened to be making a film in downtown 
Chicago when I was visiting my daughter. I 
heard his trailer was down there, and I chased 
him down the street when I was 60 years old 
and embarrassed my daughter. He probably 
thought I was crazy.

Special sayings: He either will or he 
won’t. And if he doesn’t, we will always think 
that he should have.

Marital status: Married once
Children: Two sons
Education: Bachelor’s degree double ma-

jor in clothing and textiles, and home econom-
ics

Birthplace: Hereford, Texas

Secret to a happy life: Doing for oth-
ers and staying busy, and giving back to your 
community. My passion in life is writing notes 
and giving gifts to people.

Important choices and decisions: Be-
ing involved in church work. I loved being in 
the real estate business for 37 years. It’s been 
my life, and I have loved working with people.

Something that happened in your 
lifetime that you never thought would 
happen: I never thought that I would be the 
mother of a special needs child. I spent 12 
years taking Philip to therapy trying to reha-
bilitate him. My husband and I have cared for 
Philip for 52 years, and he has been in a wheel-
chair for 49 years. It made me realize how im-
portant every day is, and that God gives you 
every day, and you need to enjoy it.

Special sayings: Live your life in a way 
your children will know you stood for some-
thing wonderful.

Judy Davis

Linda Spencer and Cindy Jones founded 
the Ms. Mature Irving Pageant in 1982. The 
first pageant was held at the senior center, 
and Assistant Parks and Recreation Director, 
Bill Thompson, served as the M.C.  The idea 
caught on, and a great institution was born!  
For the next year, 1983, the pageant moved to 
the Buena Vista Theater (located where Villages 
on MacArthur is now) and was held there for 
the next 6 years. The Irving Arts Center opened 
in 1990, and the Carpenter Theater has been 

Ms. Mature Irving Pageant History

The Ms. Mature Irving Pageant 
strives to showcase the talents of senior 
citizens. It is our goal to demonstrate the 
worth of the senior citizen to the com-
munity and to choose someone “young 
at heart” to represent the City of Irving at 
official functions.

This is a beauty contest in which 
the beauty of the spirit is celebrated. The 
pageant is multi-ethnic, and city wide. 
Contestants register through any of the 
city recreation centers throughout the city. 
The following winners will be selected at 
the pageant: Ms. Mature Irving, a First 
runner up, and a Congeniality award. Ms. 
Mature will hold this title for one year, and 
must be available to speak and entertain 
at city functions.

Ms. Mature 
Rules

Pageant Rules
1.  All contestants must be 60 years of 

age or older, and a resident of Irving for 
at least the past year.  They are allowed to 
compete three times then must wait for 
one year before entering again.

2.  All contestants will compete in 
three main areas:  

1. Personality:  The Personality pre-
sentation will be three minutes.

2. Talent: The Talent presentation 
will be 2 minutes 45 seconds. 

3. Eveningwear. The Personality 
presentation will be approximately three 
minutes.                 

Marital status: Married twice
Children: One daughter
Education: Political science degree
Birthplace: Taipei, Taiwan

Secret to a happy life: The secret to a 
happy life is to come to America and enjoy all 
the space.

Important choices and decisions: I 
came here, and I had to rely on myself. I had 
to find a business to do, so I opened a restau-
rant; I did delivery; opened a retail store. I 
even learned English from the regular people. 
I did not go to school. I learned English from 
the street.

Something that happened in your 
lifetime that you never thought would 
happen: When I came here, I had some 
trouble with people lying to me and stealing 
from me. But it is okay. Also I could not find 
an office job, because I did not speak English, 
so I had to open my own business. If I could 
change my life, I would come here earlier and 
go to school and learn things better.

Tang Hussami

home to the Ms. Mature Irving Pageant since. 
Many exciting things have happened 

during the run of the pageant. In 1990 for 
example we had to use the stage set that was 

being used for the Mrs. America Pageant. The 
largest part of this set involved a huge set of 
stairs, which our ladies navigated beautifully!  
One contestant, Vivian Martin-Kleinwachter 
was performing a roller-skating routine as 
her talent.  She descended the stairs ON HER 
ROLLER SKATES!  Another example of the 
marvelous things that have happened at the Ms. 
Mature Irving Pageant was the performance, at 
the 1992 pageant, of a young girl singer from 
the Johnny High Music Revue. Her name was 
Leanne Rimes!  

Based on the example of the Ms. Mature 
Irving Pageant, many other senior pageants 
have come to life.  Pageants in San Angelo, San 

Antonio, Abilene, and Corpus Christi have been 
founded, as well as a state pageant.  Irving’s 
representatives have performed admirably, 
winning the state pageant in 1991 (Vivian Klein-
wachter) and winning the talent competition 
in the national pageant (Vivian again, with her 
rollerskating). This will be our 34st  year of 
honoring senior ladies. All of the Ms. Matures 
have been examples of what is best in senior 
women. These lovely ladies are vital members 
of the community with a lot to contribute. It 
is our hope that we will continue showcasing 
them throughout the 21st Century and beyond.

Featuring vintage & antique furniture, collectibles, 
clothing, jewelery china records & books. 

Main Location
118 E. Irving Blvd.
Open Wed. - Sat. 11am - 5 pm
Call Flo: 214 - 543 - 1708

Pop-Up Location
Curiosity Shop:
 1216 Rock Island Rd.

Good luck to 
all the ladies

Mention this ad and receive special discounts
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From: Greater Irving Republican Club

GOOD LUCK TO ALL
2016 CONTESTANTS

Pres.: Ross Owen    VP: Margaret Lopez

P.O. Box 170923, Irving TX 75017

We meet the first Tuesday of the month at
Spring Creek BBQ 3514 W. Airport Fwy.

For more information call Margaret Lopez 214-402-8000

Marital status: Married once
Children: Four children
Education: Bachelor’s of science degree in 

education
Birthplace: Aspermont, Texas

Secret to a happy life: Know Christ. I 
went through many battles, and the Lord sus-
tained me all the time, especially when I be-
came a single parent after the divorce. Raising 
my four children in the city, up here in the 
Metroplex, was not easy for me, but I just kept 
going and kept the faith.

Important choices and decisions: To 
continue on. I was discouraged by a few peo-
ple when I first came up here to the city. I had 
never lived in the city before. I did not know 
how to ride a bus, a train or catch a taxi when 
I first came up here. It was sort of frightening, 
but I kept right on going.

Something that happened in your 
lifetime that you never thought would hap-
pen: When I went through my brain surgeries, 
I sort of didn’t think I would come back as far 
as I did – but I did. God was merciful to me, 
because after the two brain aneurysms and a 
stroke when I had young children, I thought 
maybe I would have to go back home to West 
Texas, but I stayed and I thrived.

Special sayings: Keep going forward re-
gardless of the obstacles coming your way, be-
cause I’ve had plenty. I dreamed as a child that 
I could go to faraway places, and I could do all 
these things, so I accomplished a lot of it. It is 
a miracle that I did. But I did.

Gail Justin 
Norman Fields

Marital status: Married five times
Children: Four boys and a girl
Education: GED, some college 
Birth Place: Memphis, Tennessee. We 

lived around the corner from Elvis, and he 
went to school with my sister and brother.

Secret to a happy life: I think living for 
God is the only way to be happy. The only way. 
I don’t know of any other way, other than lov-
ing people. I love to talk to people, and I love 
to meet new people and that makes me happy.

Important choices and decisions: Get-
ting married. No, I learned a lot. Learned not 
to do that again. I learned that I don’t need a 
man in my life to be happy. Being by myself 
makes me happy.

Something that happened in your 
lifetime that you never thought would hap-
pen: I never thought I’d live to be this age. My 
mom died in her 60s and my dad died in his 
60s. I’m 73, and I don’t feel a day over 30.

It’s had a big impact on my grandchildren 
and my daughter. I get to see her change from 
when she was growing up. I’m just enjoying 
being alive.

Special sayings: Usually I say, “Oh, 
beans!” or “Succotash!” Whatever comes into 
my brain - some kind of food. I love to cook. 
It’s probably my favorite thing to do. The 
problem is I cook too much, and I have no one 
to eat it. I was in the restaurant business for so 
many years. 

Nancy Ard

The Talent
Competition

You may have a performing, or a non-per-
forming/displayed talent for this competition. 
There are many varieties of “performing” and 
“non-performing” talents. Some contestants 
may be singers, dancers, actors or comedians.  
These are considered performing talents. 
Non-performing talents encompass the fine 
arts such as painting, sculpture and handi-
crafts. Not all art can be easily displayed, but if 
contestants have artwork or crafts to display, 
we will make every effort to assist in creating 
the best display possible.  Some examples of 
non-performing talents include:

• Crocheting, knitting, quilting or sewing 
– The contestant can bring some samples of 
her work.

• Dollmaking – She can display the dolls 
she has made.

• Flower Arranging – The contestant can 
demonstrate by doing a flower arrangement 
and tell how she got involved with this craft.  

• Cooking or Baking – The contestant can 
bring a sample dish and talk about the process 
of cooking and her love of it.

• Gardening – She can bring some of her 
plants and flowers. She can talk about how to 
garden, and why she loves it.    

These are just some suggestions, contes-
tants may be talented in many areas. If needed 
we will be happy to assist in preparing for your 
talent presentation. 

• It must be a original performing or 
non-performing creation.

• The time limit for the talent presentation 
is 2 minutes, 45 seconds. 

• Prizes will be awarded to all contestants, 
and a trophy will be awarded to the new Ms. 
Mature Irving.

Rachael Gregory

Marital status: Yes
Children: Two daughters, two grand-

sons, and five great-grandchildren. 
Education: I went to the University of 

Cincinnati and I majored in philosophy and 
psychology. Then I came back to Dallas and 
I went to El Centro and I majored in fashion 
design and pattern drafting.

Birthplace: Dallas, Texas.

Secret to a happy life: The secret of a 
happy life is to think young and always have 
fun. To have a positive attitude. Without 
that you are nothing. 

Whenever I was not happy or if I was 
depressed or whatever I was making up in 
my head, that all I had to do was recreate 
myself in the moment. Moment to moment, 
stepping into future. Cause there is no past; 
that’s gone. There is no future. You can plan 
ahead. But all you have is the moment that 
you’re stepping into right now. ‘Cause your 
future has already come to pass. So you’re 
stepping into your future and all you can do 
is recreate yourself moment by moment by 
moment. And whenever I feel like I’m not 
happy, I just recreate myself that I’m happy, 
fun and joyful. I am happy, fun and joyful. 
That’s my philosophy of life and it works 
real well.

Important choices and decisions: 
There are no mistakes. Every step you take 
is a learning level: stepping stones. What-
ever you think is a mistake is really not a 
mistake. It’s actually a lesson. To learn; not 
to repeat it. Sometimes we repeat the same 
mistakes over and over. Because that’s a hu-
man condition, that we just keep doing the 
same thing over and over and over again, 
like Einstein said, is insanity is doing the 
same thing over and over and over again, 
expecting a different outcome. And that’s 
not so. That’s insanity, to even to do that. 
A mistake, again, is a stepping stone and 
learn from that and go to the next. That 
there is no such thing as failure. And failure 
is actually that something was missing, that 
you didn’t do. And usually failure is because 
you didn’t take action and put into place. 
So that’s why a person is not successful, be-
cause they didn’t put into place the actions 
to get there. 

Something that happened in your 
lifetime that you never thought would 
happen: One of the things I thought would 
never happen was kids, ‘cause they were not 
actually in my vocabulary. 

I never really thought that I was going to 
be in the Irving Ms. Mature Pageant. That 
thought really never crossed my mind. And 
actually I’m having a good time! This is re-
ally great.

Special sayings: Fear. “Feel the fear 
and do it anyway.” That’s one of my fa-
vorites. When I start trembling, especially 
when I go onstage, that’s not really fear. 
There’s two type of fears. One is real fear 
and one is imagine fear. Real fear is some-
one is pointing a gun at you and you run. 
That’s real fear. Imagine fear is a fear like 
you’re not going to do it right, that you’re 
going to look stupid. Or that you’re going 
to fail. Those are just imagine fears. That’s 
why I say, fear: feel the fear, shaking in your 
boots, and just do it anyway. And here I am.
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Open every day until 9pm.
2912 N Beltline- next to Chase Bank

Call us for all your catering needs- free delivery and setup for groups of 10 or more
972-255-0033

You are always welcome at Dickey's Barbecue Pit.

Best Wishes Ms. Mature contestants

Name: My daddy named me after Marilyn 
Monroe. 

Marital status: Twice
Children: I have two biological children, 

my husband has five, and together we have 
seven children and a whole lot of grand-
children. When I met him his children were 
grown; my children were still small. His chil-
dren were grown and having children. He 
robbed the cradle when he married me. 

Education: Associate’s in business, a 
bachelor’s in business and an MBA in dual ac-
counting and finance. 

Birthplace: Louisville, Kentucky

Secret to a happy life: The secret to a 
happy life is first owning it, realizing that be-
cause you’re alive your life is happy. And when 
you recognize you have a happy life, you laugh 
all the time and you’re just so joyful. And that’s 
my motto. Recognize and own your happi-
ness, no matter what’s going on. 

Important choices and decisions: One 
of the most important decisions that I made 
was joining the military. That was a turning 
point in my life. Because you may not believe 
this, but before the military I was very shy. I 
could not talk up to anyone. And the military 
made a man out of me. No, but it did make 
me become more outgoing because I became 
a sergeant of a squad, and you couldn’t be 
meek and mild. And everybody in my squad 
was male. So I had to put a little bass in my 

Various pageant competitions

We support
our candidate
Lion Judy Davis

Congratulations
to the new

Ms. Mature Irving!

Please join us for lunch each Wednesday at Golden Corral
on Belt Line or call 972-409-9940 for more information.

Irving Noon Day Lions Club
Serving the Irving community for 59 years!

voice. And at that time I was even shorter than 
I am now: five foot two and about 98 pounds. 
I think that was a major decision. 

Another decision was becoming a Chris-
tian. That was a turning point in my life. It 
took me from being out doing a lot of things 
I had no business doing to enjoying doing 
good things and being with people and laugh-
ing and enjoying life. So those are two major 
things. Another major thing is I married my 
husband, because I decided after the death 
of my first husband that I was never going to 
marry again. Never, ever, ever. And then I met 
him in September and we started courting in 
February and we got married in June. So, he 
didn’t mess around! 

Something that happened in your 
lifetime that you never thought would 
happen: One, getting remarried. I never 
thought I would do that. Another thing is en-
tering a beauty pageant! I’ve got three beauti-
ful sisters, and one used to model as a profes-
sion. She’s the oldest one; I was considered the 
‘ugly one’, but the ‘smart one’. Like my daddy 
said, “smart can buy beauty but beauty can’t 
buy smart”. So I never thought I’d be in a pag-
eant. I never thought that I would remarry. 

Oh, I went on a cruise. The first time I went 
on a cruise I never thought I could pay for a 
cruise, but cruises are so affordable now. 
They’re really the less expensive type of vaca-
tion. Bungee jumping! Last February I went 
bungee jumping. Never thought I’d do that. I 
had to mark it off my bucket list. When I was 
up there, my feet wouldn’t jump. So I told 
them, ‘you’ll have to push me’. And they did! 
You ought to do it; it’s a rush.

Special sayings: A scripture, “All things 
work together for good for those that love the 
Lord and are called according to His purpose.” 
Which means that everything that goes on 
isn’t ‘good’ but it works together and it’ll all 
work out. 

And the other one, “I can do all things 
through Christ who strengthens me.” That’s 
what I was saying before I jumped over to 
bungee jump, or before they pushed me! 
Those two things have gotten me through a 
whole lot.

Marilyn Wolford

There are three competitions: personality, talent, and evening wear. Scoring will range from 0 
– 20, with 20 representing the highest possible score for each category. There are 15 categories, 
for a total of 300 maximum points. 

The scoring scale goes as follows, 1 – 5 is poor, 6 – 10 is fair, 11 – 15 is good, and 16 – 20 is 
excellent. There are 5 categories/elements to judge on in each competition. 

In the personality competition the elements are:
Poise, conversational ability, the contestant’s attitude and self-confidence, the contestants ap-

pearance and wardrobe choice and the value of the contestant’s use of their three minutes. 
In the talent competition the elements are:
The value of the chosen talent, creativity, stage presence, composure and presentation. 
In eveningwear the elements are: 
Poise, choice of formal, posture, personal presence, and charm. 

How is the pageant judged? 

Personality Competition: A special outfit will be needed that reflects the contestant’s per-
sonality. For example a nice dress or pantsuit to make the contestant feel her most attractive 
and confident. If she prefers, she can wear an outfit that reflects her interests; such as an apron 
for the lady who loves to cook, or a square dancing outfit for the lady who loves to be active and 
meet people.

Talent: Each contestant will need to have a talent presentation ready to be displayed or per-
formed.  

Eveningwear:  She will need an eveningwear ensemble to model for the judges, and be 
required to answer a question they present.

Each contestant will be judged with consideration to the following:
1. Contributions to the community.    
2 Poise   
3. Conversational Skill    
4. Life Attitude     
5. Personality
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may also compete for scholarship 
opportunities and guest artist spots 
through our annual concerto com-
petition.

Each year, the Lone Star Youth 
Orchestra provides the Irving com-
munity with multiple breath taking 
concerts. Through master classes 
with distinguished professors and 
building connections with profes-
sional musicians, 98 percent of 
LYSO students go on to higher ed-
ucation. In fact, many students who 
have graduated concurrently with 
the LSYO have been granted schol-

arships at prestigious music institu-
tions such as Julliard (New York), 
the Curtis Institute of Music (Phil-
adelphia), and the Royal College of 
Music (London). Likewise, LSYO 
alumni include an abundance of 
community leaders, professionals, 
and educators. 

Lone Star Youth Orchestra rolling 
auditions are on Wednesday nights 
by appointment only. Please contact 
972-252-4800 or email education@
lascolinassymphony.org to set up an 
audition time.

SOURCE Lone Star Youth Orchestra

Do you remember words like 
‘yes sir’ and ‘no ma’am’? Do you re-
member concepts like don’t read or 
play with your phone at the dinner 
table? Remember the idea of hold-
ing a door open for another person 
to go through, and then the person 
who passes through that door might 
actually take the time to say ‘thank 
you’? These words and ideas are col-
lectively known as manners.

In a world full of millions of peo-
ple going in different directions try-
ing to get the things that they want 
and need, manners are a form of 
social currency. Manners help you 
obtain the things that you want as 
quickly as possible through cursory 
social interactions.

Let’s say for example, you need to 
have a legal document signed. In or-
der to get this document signed, you 
must first present it to a clerk who 
earns minimum wage while stand-
ing on his feet all day long. The bet-
ter your manners are when you ad-
dress this clerk, the more likely it is 
the clerk will feel respected and will 
aid you in getting the signature you 
require. However, if you address this 
clerk with unflattering and abrasive 
language, I can assure you, the clerk 
has a number of ways to make cer-
tain your signature quest takes far 
longer than is normally necessary.

There are manners for business, 
family, high-end restaurants, sports 
games, great-aunt Millie’s visits, so 
on and so forth.

I find it striking that it seems one 
day I woke up in a country to discov-
er that the vast majority of adults 
suddenly forgot there are manners 
we are to use when addressing po-
lice officers. The results of this am-
nesia have been horrifying to say the 
least. 

I thought we might review these 
manners, so that some who have 
forgotten them might remember, 
and some parents or grandparents 
might be inspired to share a few of 
these manners with the children in 
their lives.

First off, I’ve always referred to 
police officers as ‘cops’, and I see 
nothing disrespectful in using that 
term in general conversation. How-
ever, when speaking to a police offi-
cer, the officer should be addressed 
as ‘officer’. It is a title he or she has 
earned.

In all your conversations with this 
officer, speak clearly, directly, and 
use your best manners.

When you are stopped by a police 
officer for whatever reason, do not 
argue with the officer. Sometimes 
this is a difficult thing to do, but ar-
guing will gain you nothing and may 
earn you a ticket or an overnight 
stay in jail.

Follow the officer’s instructions to 
the letter. If an officer asks you to pat 

EDITORIAL
your head and rub your stomach, do 
it. If at any point you feel your civil 
rights are violated, you can contact 
a lawyer later.

If for some reason you do not un-
derstand the officer’s instructions, 
tell him you do not understand the 
instructions.

Tell the officer what you are plan-
ning to do prior to doing it. If you 
are going to reach into your glove 
box, either tell the officer are about 
to reach into your glove box, or bet-
ter yet ask the officer’s permission 
to reach into your glove box. If the 
officer says he does not want you to 
reach into your glove box, then don’t 
do it.

If you are stopped in your vehicle, 
do not under any circumstance get 
out of your car (unless instructed 
to do so by the officer). Officers are 
trained to see this action as a hostile 
maneuver. If you get out of your ve-
hicle, the very next thing an officer 
expects to see is a weapon. By get-
ting out of your vehicle, you place 
yourself in danger from both the of-
ficer and oncoming traffic.

When you are stopped in your ve-
hicle, place both hand on your steer-
ing wheel where the officer can see 
them. Passengers should place their 
empty hands in their laps. These 
postures will show the officer you 
have nothing in your hands, and will 
hopefully put him at ease, so you can 
get back to whatever it is you would 
rather be doing as quickly as possi-
ble.

Regardless of the outcome of your 
encounter with the officer, you say, 
‘thank you’. This officer just has 
risked his life to keep you and the 
community safe. That might mean 
you just got a ticket – you say, ‘thank 
you’.

Never antagonize or threaten a 
police officer or a police dog; both 
actions can end with you being tick-
eted or jailed. 

Never under any circumstance 
point ‘finger’ guns, toy guns, BB 
guns or any other type of gun at an 
officer regardless of your age or any 
other qualifier: this action could 
very well cost your life. Pointing cell 
phones, pens, wrenches and other 
objects that in indistinct light could 
be mistaken for guns at officers 
could also result in unhappy out-
comes. Officers are trained to react 
very forcefully and swiftly to any 
weapon attack. Do not give them 
any reason to think you are in pos-
session of a weapon or have any in-
tention of attacking. 

There is no us against them. Po-
lice officers represent society, us, 
and they are dedicated to protecting 
society, us, against those who would 
harm hard working, vulnerable and 
innocent members of society, us. 

Some people dislike police offi-
cers because they represent authori-
ty. I will tell you this about police of-
ficers: a police officer will do things 
for you that no one else in the world 
will do. A police officer will do things 
that your best friend will not do.

You can go up to a police officer 
and say ‘that man just stole my car,’ 
and the police officer will attempt to 
get it back for you. You can tell a po-
lice officer you are afraid to go into 
your house, and the police officer 
will go in and make it safe for you. 
When you are lying, bleeding on the 
ground, a police officer will bring you 
aid and help you find justice. When 
you run down the street in fear, with 
nothing but your children in tow, a 
police officer will protect you from 
whoever is threatening you.

On the day you need a police offi-
cer, you will be ready to invite that 
officer to Thanksgiving dinner. That 
officer will have a place on your 
Christmas card list forever. The po-
sition of police officer is not one to 
be taken lightly in this society, and 
it is not one to be treated thought-
lessly.

If you choose not to stand behind 
the emblems of our country because 
you are angry about the actions of a 
few police officers, I will defend your 
right to free speech and freedom of 
expression to the very last. 

But in return, I would ask that 
you take a long, hard look at the 

ground upon which you choose to 
kneel rather than stand. Look long 
enough and you will see that it is 
not merely soil and grass, but land 
soaked with the blood of warriors, 
officers, and peacemakers. Settlers 
and emigrants have camped on that 
land, children of every description 
have been educated on it, the chains 
of slavery were broken across it and 
left there to slowly rust; it echoes the 
ideals of individual freedoms. It is 
hallowed ground that should not be 
walked across carelessly.

Stacey Starkey 

Editor:

I am for holding the budget flat. 
No more increases. Keep the rate as 
is. 

1. I’m for the Irving Museum but 
only with the $3M already collected 
from hot tax. That is enough to build 
a stand-alone building, but the heri-
tage group and private citizens must 
maintain it. No more city funds. 

2. I am against the community 
golf course. If I understand cor-
rectly it has already been approved. 
It should not be subsidized. It 
must be a balanced project. $5M 
with another future $3M is exorbi-
tant. Those who play must pay. 

3. I am for the new technical fa-
cility to be in the old Irving Cen-
tral Library which will improve the 
downtown area. It will bring new, 
younger people to the area. Irving 
already has people and business-
es lined up to participate. It can 

be used for great teaching tools as 
well as new creations. Costs would 
be minimal to our city compared 
to the benefits it would bring into 
south Irving.   

4. I’m wondering how the Islamic 
culture display came about which is 
now being exhibited in our Arts Cen-
ter. Have we ever had a Christian ex-
hibit in our Arts Center? How much 
has this cost? Have we had any oth-
er religious culture represented in 
our center? Who suggested this and 
who voted for this? It’s important 
to know who voted for this. Make it 
easy. Who voted against this? Is this 
under the direction of the new Art 
Center director?

I’m under the assumption the 
council must have approved such 
a large project. How much money 
came from Islamic Community? 

5. I am against any water, sewer-
age, sanitation increases. You coun-
cilmen each shout because we use 
too much water, now it’s because we 
haven’t used enough. The lakes are 
full. There is no water shortage. 

6. No change from garbage pick-
up such as trash bins. 

7. My last question is: Why do we 
continue to pump money into use-
less projects? Our coffers will be full 
with all of the money collected off 
of the new high appraisals on all of 
the existing homes and on all of the 
newly built homes. Give the citizens 
a break. Stop the money grab.

Hold the budget!!! Any who vote 
for an increase in budget, please let 
me know your name. No need for 
reason. Stand and be accounted. 

Thank you,
Bobbie Randle 

Editor:
Your recent article describes some 

of the provisions of Irving’s Pro-
posed Budget for Fiscal Year 2016-
2017. However, certain important 
points were left out, which will be 
addressed here. The article also lists 
comments made in opposition to 
the City Council’s attempts to raise 
the money for this budget by taxing 
the citizens via another 7% increase 
in their water rates! This followed 
the first increase last year of 8%. 

In addition, we’re told that the Sol-
id Waste Fee will be increased by ap-
proximately $3.00. This is “because 
we said ‘No’ to Solid Waste Services’ 
proposal to have recycling carts to 
encourage more people to recycle. 
The citizens opposed this as the blue 
bags are easy enough to handle, and 
the “carts” were unnecessary. If ap-
proved, these carts would have cost 
the city approximately $50.00 per 
cart, for an unbelievably expensive 
“volunteer trial run”. This followed 
an attempt to change our current 
trash collection system of bags to 
an initially-very-expensive system 
of new, automated trucks and cans. 
This, just like the carts, was unnec-
essary and would have been a hard-
ship to most citizens, especially the 
elderly and disabled. So we opposed 
it with phone calls, e-mails and peti-
tions to our City Council and Mayor. 

Having gone to numerous Town 
Hall and Council meetings to learn 
about this budget and ways to pay 
for it, we are concerned that, once 
again, the wishes of the citizens are 
being ignored! This Council seems 
to be unaware that most of the 
hard-working, taxpaying residents 
have salaries that do not go up, and 
some have not for 5-8 years, in this 
bad economy! Others are single 
families, or families with one in-
come, or retired individuals on fixed 
incomes. It was difficult for them to 
come up with the money for the first 
water rate increase! Some of them, 
in South Irving, stopped watering 
their yards – because they couldn’t 
afford it! So, in addition to the many 
weak codes and code enforcement 
we have to deal with, like rent hous-
es, litter, etc., we must then deal 
with yellow yards! How lovely for 
our neighborhoods! 

The City Council has told us that 
basically the department heads do 
“studies” on how to pay for budget 
needs, and the City Manager ap-

proves these… with no checks or 
balances. The Council accepts their 
findings as “fact”, and passes the 
costs on to the citizens! 

Perhaps we need a Citizens’ Fi-
nancial Advisory Board. We’ve seen 
some real flaws in this system, and 
want it changed for the future! It 
may be too late to influence this 
Council on this budget increase, 
but we have offered some new op-
tions to save and make the money 
Irving needs. It is sincerely hoped 
that these will be considered and 
implemented in the future! We can-
not afford THREE MORE YEARS of 
budget increases, as the sum total of 
their “five-year plan”.

I hope they are listening. 
Erin Perdue

972-870-1992
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