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By Matthew Pedersen
Supporters of all things lovely and 

gracious gathered to cheer on seven 
fabulous women who participated 
in one of the city’s most cherished 
and storied traditions at the Irving 
Arts Center on Friday, Sep. 30.

For over three decades, the Ms. 
Mature Irving Pageant has served to 
strengthen the community by show-
casing the personalities and accom-
plishments of some of the city’s 
most active senior ladies, and this 
year’s competition brought together 
a truly exceptional group of talented 
women.

Contestants for the 2016 pageant 
included Gayre King, Judy Davis, 
Nancy Ard, Tang Hussami, Rachael 
Gregory, Gail Fields, and Marilyn 
Wolford. Each demonstrated a lev-
el of integrity, elegance, and deco-
rum that speaks highly for the city 
of Irving and the people who call it 
home.

In a statement released prior to 
the event, Ray Cerda, Director of the 
Parks and Recreation Department 
for the city of Irving, talked about 
the purpose of the pageant itself.

“As the Director of Parks and Rec-
reation, I’ve had the good fortune to 
meet and get to know many Irving 
residents,” Cerda said. “I appreci-
ate our city’s rich history and have 

By Vaughn-zel Lloyd 
Adults, children, and dogs gath-

ered for the second annual DogFest 
Walk ‘n Roll, enjoying live music, 
food, fun and games while support-
ing change and impacting lives four 
paws at a time.

Organized by Canine Companions 
for Independence (CCI), the event 
took place at the new Baylor Scott & 
White Health Kinkeade Campus on 
Saturday, Oct. 1. The organization 
set out to raise $100,000, and was 
able to raise $48,000 dollars before 
the event even started.

By Vaughn-zel Lloyd
Hundreds of people crowded 

the Square in Old Town Coppell to 
celebrate a New Orleans tradition, 
Mardi Gras, typically celebrated in 
February or March. 

Featuring live entertainment 
from the N’awlins Gumbo Kings, 
face painting, arts and crafts, an in-
teractive fountain and playground 
for the children and most impor-
tantly a plethora of Cajun dishes, 

DogFest celebrates freedom 
through four-footed companions

“We have had a lot of fun activi-
ties going on here today for dogs, 
kids and families,” Mikell Bollonger, 
Regional Director of Development 
said. “We had a dog costume con-
test, best dog trick, best dog dancer, 
best dog singer contest as well. We 
also had a bouncy house, ring toss, 
hug a pup and cakewalk for the pups 
and pup-cakes for the winners.”

Canine Companion for Indepen-
dence is a nonprofit organization 
that enhances the lives of people 
with disabilities by providing spe-
cially trained assistance dogs and 

ongoing support to ensure quality 
partnerships. 

“The facility is trying to get pup-
py raisers, because we have new 
puppies coming in, and they need 
to be volunteer-raised until they get 
turned in for advanced training,” re-
cent graduate Susan Mahoney said. 
“It’s a collaborative effort, but today 
is the biggest fundraiser that they 
have for Canine Companions for 
Independence. This is an extreme 
fundraiser on steroids.

Marilyn Wolford crowned
Ms. Mature Irving 2016

come to understand that the great 
city we share today was built on the 
hard work and efforts of our senior 
population. Ms. Mature contestants 
throughout the years have shown 
tremendous poise, grace, energy, 
and talent. They have been wonder-

ful ambassadors for Irving and I’m 
sure tonight’s will carry on in the 
same tradition.”

While every contestant gave it 
their all, there could only be one 

Coppell celebrates
Mardi Gras a bit early

Mardi Gras in the Fall was a collab-
oration between the city of Coppell 
and Dodie’s.

“It’s just an opportunity to come 
together,” KamiMcgee special 
events coordinator said. “Our whole 
motto is to build communities. We 
make our goal to create opportu-
nities for families to come out and 
spend time together. We are hoping 
that this becomes an annual event, 
because it’s really unique and it’s 
different.”

Part of the Mardi Gras tradition 
is the Cajun cuisine. Dodie’s, which 

On Tuesday, Oct. 4, at approxi-
mately 10:47 a.m. the Irving Police 
Department responded to a suspi-
cious circumstance call in the 1100 
block of North Union Bower Road. 

A caller reported seeing an adult 
man being chased by three other 
men. Officers located the man and 
learned he had just run away from 
a house in the 2400 block of Penn 
Street that was reportedly being 
used as a drug rehabilitation facility. 

Officers went to the address on 
Penn Street and located numerous 
adult men inside the home. While 
being interviewed, some of the 
men said they had been physically 
abused and restrained during their 
stay. Furthermore, one claimed to 
have previously run away and had 
been brought back to the home 

against his will. As a result, six sus-
pects were arrested for the offense 
of Aggravated Kidnapping and one 
suspect was arrested for Unlawful 
Restraint. 

Detectives conducted further in-
vestigation and were told of a home 
in the 5000 block of Brentwood 
Stair Road in Fort Worth where 
similar activities had taken place. 
Detectives confirmed the address 
and contacted the Fort Worth Police 
Department who initiated a concur-
rent investigation. The release of 
further information is limited due to 
the complexity of the case and num-
ber of individuals involved. Detec-
tives are in the process of interview-
ing potential victims and witnesses 
at this time. 

SOURCE Irving Police Department

Police investigate 
kidnapping,

multiple locations

Ever curious about the world, a canine companion puppy stops to investigate new sights 
including the camera during DogFest. /Photo by John Starkey

Honoring the true qualities of beauty, Miss Texas, Caroline Carothers, places a sash on 
Marilyn Wolford as she is announced to be this year’s Ms. Mature Irving. /Photo by John 
Starkey
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Singing redneck plays 
Carpenter Hall
By Jess Paniszczyn

The 3 Redneck Tenors brought 
their unique blend of musical com-
edy to the Irving Arts Center as part 
of the Entertainment Series of Ir-
ving on Saturday, Oct. 1.

Tenors, Matthew Lord and Jon-
athan Frugé, may have felt like sec-
ond fiddles while standing next to 
baritone, Blake Davidson, during 
this particular stop on their tour. A 
local ‘redneck,’ Davidson attended 
Lively Elementary School, Crock-
ett and Austin middle schools, and 
graduated from Irving High School. 
His quest for higher education took 

him on to the University of North 
Texas where he graduated with a bi-
ology degree before attending Texas 
Chiropractic College.

Overall, Davidson was very 
pleased with his return to Irving as 
one of the 3 Redneck Tenors.

“This was everything I wanted it 
to be,” Davidson said following his 
performance. “People showed up: 
high school people, church people, 
a lot of those were the same, people 
my parents’ age, people my age. My 
whole family is here, so it was a fan-
tastic evening.

“This is the first time the 3 Red-

neck Tenors have ever played in Ir-
ving. I’ve sung here multiple times 
with the Irving Symphony, the Ir-
ving Chorale, and I have soloed with 
groups. But as far as bringing my 
own show here, this is the first time, 
and it was fantastic.

“We just had a blast, and the peo-
ple did too.”

Seven years ago when Davidson 
learned a friend was leaving the trio, 
he decided to audition.

“I was very lucky. I joined this 
show when I was 47 years old,” Da-
vidson said. “Normally at that age, 
you don’t get it back. If you go away 
from having a career in music, you 
don’t get to do it that late in life. 
I was very lucky this opportunity 
came along. Everything just fell into 
place. I sang for Matt, and he liter-
ally hired me on the spot. He didn’t 
hear anybody else.

“Being on the road is fantastic. 
It’s what I have always wanted to 
do. I was the ringmaster for a circus 
for two years, so I love being on the 
road. I am very ADD. A different 
landscape every day; that is perfect 
for me. I never get bored,” he said.

Erin Green, a volunteer with the 
entertainment series in Terrell, 
watched the show in anticipation of 
having the trio perform in her city.

“I absolutely loved the show,” 
Green said. “I love the comedy, 
and I love when the tenors crack 
themselves up; there is a reaction 
throughout the whole audience, too. 
You can tell they really joy it, and 
they feed off the audience. 

“Everyone can relate to all the 
songs they did. Many of the songs 
are classics like Shenandoah, and 
the ‘Phantom of the Opera’s’ Music 
of the Night. Those are the ones that 
give me goose bumps. They did a 
fantastic job.

“They harmonize so well. I love 
the parts where they actually didn’t 
have any music, and they did a cap-
pella. They were more beautiful that 

way than when they had the music 
playing. They definitely are a very 
unique blend of voices. Alone they 

are amazing, but when they come 
together they are absolutely amaz-
ing,” she said.

By Demond King
Brighter Tomorrows hosted its 

fourth annual Purple Paw Project 
event to help raise awareness and 
community support surrounding 
the issue of pets and domestic vio-
lence. 

“The event is a way our organi-
zation raises money and awareness 
around domestic violence,” Katrina 
Auwaerter, children’s program co-
ordinator, said. “We include the 
intersection between domestic vio-
lence and pet abuse.”

Hosted at Lively Park in Irving, 
the event featured a fall themed 
photo booth, food from In and Out 
Burger, information tables, and 
even a kissing booth. The informa-
tion tables were filled with a range 
of supporting organizations includ-
ing the Irving Police Department, 
Lone Star Bulldog Rescue Group, 
and George the Therapy Dog. 

Guided by Lindsay, George is a 
seven year old, trained therapy dog 
that works in hospitals and schools. 
Brighter Tomorrows invited them to 
come to the event to help pets and 
their owners relax. 

“George and I are so glad to be 
here to support such a great cause,” 
Lindsay said.

Lindsay and George work as a 
therapy dog team, volunteering two 
hours a week in a hospital setting. 
George gives kids hugs and kisses, 

and even cuddles with them in bed. 
“He is so excited,” Lindsay said. 

“He loves being able to work with 
children and interacting. He is so 
excited to be here.”

Brighter Tomorrows is current-
ly the only shelter in Dallas County 
that accepts women and their fami-
lies into the shelter along with their 
pets. Pets that live in domestic vio-
lence situations are 11 times more 
likely to be abused as well. Victims 
are often faced with the terrible de-
cision of either leaving their pets in 
a dangerous environment or giving 
them up to a different owner com-
pletely.

Alexis Harrison works as the 
hotline case manager, and quick-
ly realized families were declin-
ing shelters because they could 
not bring their pets with them. 
Many families consider their pets a 
part of the family, and they do not 
want to have to leave their pets. 
“We have been able to accept some 
pets through the help of volunteers, 
like the city and animal shelters, 
holding on to pets for a certain 
amount of time for us,” Harrison 
said. “It really helps the victims to 
be able to secure a safe place for 
their pets. They are able to bring 
them into the emergency shelter, 
and have enough time to look for a 
new place.” 

Domestic violence
affects families, pets

Letting their redneck roots show, the 3 Redneck Tenors perform on stage in t-shirts. /
Photo by John Starkey

Even in a tux, Blake Davidson proves you can take the boy out of the redneck, but you 
can’t take the redneck out of the boy. /Photo by John Starkey
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“The dogs used are bred and born 
into the organization. They are bred 
specifically for traits of service dogs 
and calmness. They are bred and 
raised in caretake in Santa Rosa, 
California, then at eight weeks old, 
they are given out to volunteer pup-
py raisers.”

Debbie Smith has been a puppy 
raiser for nine years. She said it is of-
ten very emotional to raise a puppy 
before allowing them to be sent off 
to advanced training.

“We get one puppy for 18 months 
then you can turn one in and get an-
other,” Smith said. “It’s like sending 
your kid off to college when they 
graduate, but in the end, it means 
you did a good job.”

According to Mahoney, who grad-
uated and received her service dog, 
“Misha,” from Canine Companions 
for Independence, it would not be 
possible for most of the people in 
need to obtain these dogs without 
the organization.

“They [the dogs] are no charge 
to us. That’s why we need donors 
and sponsors and fundraising like 
this,” Mahoney said. “It would not 

be obtainable for a lot of us, me in 
particular. I would not be able to ob-
tain a dog if I had to pay $50,000, 
because on average that’s the cost to 

train a dog. It’s a lot of money, but 
it’s so extensive; the dogs are so well 
checked, too. “

iRun Irving Fun Walk/Run
October 8, 8:15 a.m.,
First annual iRun Fun Walk/Run and Well-
ness Fair at Irving Schools Stadium. Check-
in is at 8:15 a.m., and the 1.5-mile fun walk/
run begins at 9 a.m. The event encourages 
all Irving ISD students, employees and 
families to get moving. Pre-registration is $5 
per group, and each group can include up 
to eight members. Register online at http://
weblink.donorperfect.com/Irving_iRun or 
with any physical education teacher.

White Cane Day
October 14, 10 AM to 1PM
Dallas Lighthouse for the Blind’s White Cane 
Day Awareness and Celebration taking place 
at Dallas City Hall. Dallas and surrounding 

community’s residence with visual impair-
ment, get together with the public to celebrate 
solo travel independence. Many local schools 
are also involved, including students and fac-
ulty. This year, is the 52nd anniversary since 
original proclamation signed by President 
Lyndon B. Johnson in 1964.
We will walk around City Hall for 30 minutes 
in celebration. Inside City Hall will be a well-
planned program including representatives 
from several resources which serve people 
with visual impairment to receive education, 
employment and more.
Free lunch will be served from Raising Cane’s 
Chicken Fingers #76. If you can attend and 
would like lunch, please RSVP Blake Lindsay, 
at (214) 420-9419. Or email Blake.lindsay@
dallaslighthouse.org .

AUSTIN – The Texas Workforce 
Commission (TWC) has awarded 25 
grants totaling $4,986,000 to public 
community and technical colleges 
and independent school districts 
for programs that focus on sup-
porting new, emerging industries or 
high-demand occupations through 
the Jobs and Education for Texans 
(JET) grant program. 

“I congratulate these JET grant 
recipients as they work to en-
hance educational curriculum and 
high-demand job training for our 
students,” TWC Chairman Andres 
Alcantar said. “As they make the 
transition into the workforce, it is 
crucial that students have the ed-
ucation and skills to succeed in the 
workplace.” 

Qualifying educational institu-
tions were awarded a grant for the 
development of programs or cours-
es leading to a license, certificate 

or post-secondary degree. The JET 
grant program focuses on projects 
that target high-demand jobs in new 
or emerging industries.

“By providing JET funding to our 
schools, we are able to train workers 
with the skills needed for today’s 
job market and meet employers’ de-
mand for skilled labor,” TWC Com-
missioner Representing Employers 
Ruth R. Hughs said. “These grants 
will help keep our Texas businesses 
competitive and our economy grow-
ing.” 

The JET program provides fund-
ing for equipment to eligible educa-
tional institutions for the purpose 
of developing career and technical 
education courses and may include 
courses offering dual-credit and 
technical education programs. The 
equipment must be used to train 
students for jobs in high-demand 
occupations.

“The JET grant program will help 
increase access to necessary train-
ing for students and ultimately help 
connect them to employment in one 
of Texas’ many growing industries,” 
Commissioner Representing Labor 
Julian Alvarez said. 

The JET Advisory Board was es-
tablished to assist TWC in adminis-
tering these grants. The six-member 
board meets at least once each quar-
ter, or as needed, to review applica-
tions and make recommendations 
on grant awards. 

Eligible educational institutions 
can apply for the next phase of JET 
funding through a competitive grant 
process. TWC will issue a Request 
for Proposals (RFP) solicitation 
that will provide information and 
instruction on how to submit a pro-
posal packet. 
SOURCE The Texas Workforce Commission

TWC awards grants to support career 
training through jobs and education

Irving Noon-Day Lions Club members have a barking good time with their invisible 
dogs: Mystery, MIA, Casper and Out to Lunch. /Photo by John Starkey

Families and their furry friends join the DogFest Walk ‘n Roll. /Photo by John Starkey



Page 4 October 8, 2016     www.RamblerNewspapers.com

FOR RENT

LEGALS

EVENT HALL RENTALS
IRVING ELKS LODGE #2334

2015 N. BRITAIN RD., IRVING, TX 75061
PLEASE CALL (972) 579-0005
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

SEATING FOR UP TO 230 PEOPLE, FULL SERVICE BAR.

RENTALS

FOR SALE

CLASSIFIEDS

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL #303-7-20581

The Texas Facilities Commission seeks a lease of approx. 11,455 sq. ft. of usable space 
that consists of 11,260 sq. ft. of office space and 196 sq. ft. of outdoor employee lounge 
area space in Irving or Grand Prairie, TX for the Texas Department of Public Safety 
(DPS).  Proposal deadline is October 26, 2016.  For details contact Evelyn Esquivel 
at (512) 463-6494 or go to http://esbd.cpa.state.tx.us/bid_show.cfm?bidid=127352

LEGALS

MS. MATURE
Continued from Page 1

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS – PROPOSED ZONING CHANGES 
CITY OF IRVING CITY COUNCIL

Public hearings are held to consider applications for amendments to the Comprehensive Zoning 
Ordinance and the Official Zoning Map of the City of Irving, Texas for the properties described herein:

LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas
City Council: Thursday, October 27, 2016, 7 p.m.

ZONING CASE ZC16-0051:  Approximately 1.439 acres located at 3305 W. Pioneer Drive.  The 
request is to rezone the property from R-6 (Single Family), R-XF (Extra Family), and S-P (Site 
Plan) for CN (Neighborhood Commercial) uses to S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) for C-N (Neighborhood 
Commercial) to allow religious institution uses.

All interested persons are encouraged to attend the public hearings and express their opinions 
on the zoning change request.  Written response for the record may also be submitted to: 

City of Irving – Planning & Community Development Dept., 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 
75060

The applications are on file for public review in the Planning & Community Development Dept. at 
the address listed above during normal business hours. For additional information, please contact 
the Department at 972-721-2424. Please reference the case number when requesting information.

This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible parking spaces are available. Requests for 
interpretation services or assistive hearing devices must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. 
Contact the City Secretary’s Office at (972) 721-2493 for assistance.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL #303-
7-20581

The Texas Facilities Commission seeks 
a lease of approx. 11,455 sq. ft. of 
usable space that consists of 11,260 
sq. ft. of office space and 196 sq. ft. of 
outdoor employee lounge area space 
in Irving or Grand Prairie, TX for the 
Texas Department of Public Safety 
(DPS).  Proposal deadline is October 
26, 2016.  For details contact Evelyn 
Esquivel at (512) 463-6494 or go to 
http://esbd.cpa.state.tx.us/bid_show.
cfm?bidid=127352

4 cemetery lots and 2 double bronze 
head stones for sale. Cost for all is 
$18,120 will take $14,000. Will sell 
separate. Call 817-456-6232

NOW HIRING!!!
STONE PANELS INC.

Stonepanels.com
Entry Level Positions, with 

Advancement Opportunities
1st shift Mon-Fri 6am-4pm

Skills
. Manufacturing/production
. Machine Operation - General labor
. Carpentry, Finishing, Assembly - 
Use of Hand and Power Tools
. Solid or stone surface fabrication – 
Use of varying measuring devices 

Requirements
. Pass drug and background 
screening
. Good track record on attendance 
and performance

Benefits
. Health Care Plan
. Weekly pay 10 hrs. /day, 5 days a 
week Sat. overtime available

Apply Stone Panels
100 S. Royal Lane, Coppell, TX 

75019
Or

Contact Lee Harrison at lee.harrison@
stonepanels.com

EMPLOYMENT

DEATH NOTICES

(972) 870-1992 
laurier@ramblernewspapers.netOBITUARIES

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Frances E. Wochner - Apr. 23, 1924 - Sep. 30, 2016
Shirley J. Wyatt - Jun. 6, 1932 - Sep. 30, 2016
Glendon “Glen” Carroll - Nov. 24, 1941 - Oct. 3, 2016

winner, one Ms. Mature Irving 
2016. Marilyn Wolford, also known 
as Shuga Momma to her children 
and grandchildren, won the evening 
with her dynamic personality and 
infectious energy. 

A statement released by Patricia 
Davenport, Recreation Specialist for 
the Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment, gave some background on 

Wolford.
“Marilyn comes to us from Lou-

isville Kentucky,” Davenport said. 
“She loves Irving, and is very active 
in the community as a volunteer. 
She has worked with the Easter Seals 
walk, the Autism Speaks walk, and 
the Bear Creek Community Church 
back to school fundraiser. Marilyn 
wants to show young people that ag-

By Matthew Pedersen
The national news has been abuzz 

recently with the topics of domestic 
violence and sexual assault perpe-
trated by college athletes. While this 
has brought the public’s attention 
to a deeply disturbing problem, the 
issue is not new. With this in mind, 
the NCAA’s Big 12 Conference held 
its fifth State of College Athletics Fo-
rum, centering it around examining 
these issues, at the Belo Mansion & 
Pavilion in Dallas on Wednesday, 
Sep. 28.

With a diverse panel of speakers 
which included sports journalists, 
law enforcement officials, and ex-
NFL members, the organization 
worked toward the twin goals of 
giving victims of such crimes a voice 
and finding potential solutions to 
help combat domestic violence and 
sexual assault in College Athletics.

Panelist Brenda Tracy, a regis-
tered nurse and survivor of sexual 
assault, talked about why she con-

tinues to pursue change and reform 
in the American athletics system. 

“At any point I could’ve given up 
and not done what I did,” Tracy said. 
“At any point I could’ve said that 
this isn’t worth it, and stopped. I 
think that most victims do that, they 
stop. It affects their lives forever. I’m 
pretty tenacious and determined, so 
I didn’t stop. 

“Most of us are silent. Most of 
us are victimized and re-victimized 
over and over and over. I’m glad 
we’re having this discussion because 
we have to talk about how difficult it 
is for victims to move forward.”

Panelist, Paula Lavigne, an in-
vestigative reporter for ESPN, 
questioned the message current 
programs convey when discussing 
domestic violence and sexual as-
sault involving young athletes.

“These athletes sit through these 
National College Athletics Associ-
ation compliance meetings and it’s 
hammered into them, ‘we won’t get 
money from the boosters, it’ll jeop-
ardize it if you do this.’” Lavigne 
said. “Where is the message that 
they will be held to the same stan-
dard when respecting women, and 
respecting your fellow students? 
These things are wrong, and you 
need to understand what consent 
is. You need to understand that you 
can’t put yourself into a situation 
where there can be any question of 
what is happening.”

Lavigne also talked about the 
need to explore the root of these is-

sues in order to prevent them.
“There needs to be a discussion 

about the root causes of this,” Lavi-
gne said. “We talk about one of the 
causes of this, is athletes being en-
couraged to be aggressive, to hit 
people, and to take what they want. I 
think the coach needs to set the tone 
and say that that’s fine on the field, 
but that’s not appropriate in other 
situations.

“That has been identified as a root 
cause, especially for athletes, for 
why these situations, why this hap-
pens,” she said.

Panelist, Ray Rice, a three-time 
all-pro running back and Super 
Bowl Champion, talked about the 
problem from an inside perspective. 
Rice was released from the NFL’s 
Baltimore Ravens after a video of 
him assaulting this fiancée (now his 
wife) in a hotel elevator was widely 
circulated on the Internet.

“I was so messed up in my ways 
of thinking,” Rice said. “I was out 
there helping with my community, 
I was out doing things, but I was 
not a good role model at home. I’ve 
taken all the right steps now to not 
try to be ‘the man’ at home, but to 
be a man for my daughter, to be able 
to walk her through life. It’s kind of 
scary to think about, but you have to 
think about protecting your daugh-
ter from your own self in your worst 
moments. That’s what made me re-
flect a lot.

“I have a son now. I have to walk 
him through life to tell him that you 

UNT TAMS student from Irving 
named National Merit semifinalist

be starting their junior year of high 
school. Students live in a UNT resi-
dence hall and attend classes taught 
by UNT faculty.

Behnia attended Jack E. Singley 
Academy in Irving before entering 
TAMS in August 2015. She is among 
approximately 16,000 students in 
the nation selected as semifinalists 
for scoring in the top .5 percent on 
the Preliminary SAT/National Mer-
it Scholarship Qualifying Test. More 
than 1.6 million high school juniors 

took the exam, which was adminis-
tered by the College Board in Octo-
ber 2015.

About 90 percent, or approx-
imately 15,000, of the National 
Merit semifinalists are expected to 
advance to the finalist level of the 
competition and become eligible 
for a share of $33 million in col-
lege scholarships. Finalists will be 
named in February.

SOURCE Texas Academy of Mathematics 
and Science

DENTON (UNT), Texas — Fate-
meh Behnia of Irving has been 
named a semifinalist in the 2016-17 
National Merit Scholarship Compe-
tition. 

Behnia is a student at the Texas 
Academy of Mathematics and Sci-
ence. The academy, or TAMS, is a 
two-year residential program at the 
University of North Texas that al-
lows talented students to enter col-
lege at the time they would normally 

Big 12 Conference discusses campus violence issue
don’t have to be ‘the man’, but I will 
raise you to be a man. I also need to 
teach him that one or two bad de-
cisions, your dreams will turn into 
a nightmare; would that I had the 
chance to change those words.”

Rice then talked about how his 
struggles have affected him, and 
how he strives to help others who 
are in a similar situation.

“I wouldn’t say that situation 
made me into a better person, but 
it definitely made me reflect,” Rice 
said. “I can honestly say I feel like a 
better individual today, from having 
gone through everything I’ve went 
through. I’m just trying to find a 
solution, to empower youth, to em-
power young college athletes.”

During the closing statements, 
Brenda Tracy talked about why she 
is so active in sharing her story with 
college athletes.

“I get asked sometimes, ‘why do 
you only talk to college football play-
ers?’ The reason I do that is not be-
cause I think they’re the only perpe-
trators; it’s because football is like a 
religion in our country,” Tracy said. 
“If I could go to every single college 
football team in this country to em-
power, engage, and mobilize those 
men, to have them get involved, I 
could have thousands of little armies 
all over the country that could really 
shift an entire culture.

“If the football team says, ‘not 
on my campus,’ other people fall in 
line. Sometimes the entire state falls 
in line,” she said.

For Rent – Irving
Available Oct 1st - small 2 bdrm duplex, 
ideal for 1 or 2 people. Recently remodeled. 
$800/mo. 214-924-5409

Celebrating a wonderful woman in style, the Voice of Mexico serenade Olivia Martinez 
in honor of her birthday. /Photo by John Starkey

ing can be fun and exciting.
“Her best example of this is bun-

gee jumping on her 60th birthday. 
One of Marilyn’s greatest privileges 
in life has been raising her natural 
[children] and helping to raise her 
“church children.” She looks for-
ward to bringing her rockin’ spirit to 
her reign this year.”

After the crowning ceremony 
Wolford spoke about how it felt to 
be recognized by the Irving commu-
nity in such a way.

“It feels so unreal,” Wolford said. 
“This is like Cinderella, or like go-
ing to the prom and getting picked 
Homecoming Queen. I’ve just never 
felt anything like this before.”

Wolford also talked about this 
year’s competition, and how talent-
ed her fellow competitors were.

“You know the talent was so rich 
this year. I kept thinking, ‘well it 
all depends on how the judges are 
going to lean,’ especially since the 
title was Sophisticated Lady,” she 
said. “You wouldn’t expect that they 
would pick someone doing Rockin’ 
Robin. It could’ve gone any way. I 
knew I had a good chance, and to be 
honest with you, I narrowed it down 
to like five of us, and of the five it was 
like flipping a coin.”

Not even an hour after taking 
the title of Ms. Mature Irving 2016, 
Wolford was already considering 
ways to take an even more active 
role in the city. 

“Yes, it’s kind of early, but what I 
would like to do, and I have to clear 
this with Patricia Davenport, is may-
be start a Facebook page,” Wolford 
said. “A page for Ms. Mature Irving 
2016, and do a sort of Where’s Wal-
do thing, except with ‘Where’s Sugar 
Momma?’ You can see me in differ-
ent places in Irving, especially where 
seniors can go to have fun.

“Irving is the best place in the 
United States to live. I love the peo-
ple, I love the atmosphere, and now 
I love the seniors.”

Nighttime serenade
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Sandy Bee
Hi. My name is Sandy Bee, and I'm about 4 years old. I was rescued 
from another shelter. When you meet me, you will definitely notice my 
fun wiry coat, and while no dog is allergy free, the wiry coat would in-
dicate that I'm hypoallergenic, and tend to shed less. The second thing 
you will notice, if you spend even one minute with me, is my wonder-

Grover
Hey y'all! My name's Grover and 

I am so excited about meeting you! 
I'm a young kid who's only 2 months 
old so I've got a lot of life and love to 
give to a fantastic forever family. I 

adore toys, other cats, and long maps. Oh, and that's my brother, Dob-
by, in the background. He's always trying to steal my thunder, but that's 
ok because he's my cuddle buddy when it's nap time.

ful energetic, happy personality. I love people. I love to 
play. I love love love belly rubs. I also know some com-
mands. I'll be here waiting. Let's meet. 

You’re invited to Our annual Craft Fair
October 15th from 10am to 4pm

At First Christian Church
104 Grauwyler (2 blocks off O’connor)

Christmas $ Fall Crafts For decorating & gift giving
Also attending…

Pampered Chef & Scentsy Candles and much more

Bryan, Texas — Everyone knows 
that tobacco products are bad for 
your health, and even the new e-cig-
arettes may have harmful toxins. 
However, according to research at 
Texas A&M, it turns out the nicotine 
itself—when given independently 
from tobacco—could help protect 
the brain as it ages, and even ward 
off Parkinson’s or Alzheimer’s dis-
ease.

Ursula Winzer-Serhan, PhD, an 
associate professor at the Texas 
A&M College of Medicine, and her 
collaborators found that nicotine’s 
ability to be neuroprotective may be 
partly due to its well-known ability 
to suppress the appetite. Their re-
search is published in the Open Ac-
cess Journal of Toxicology.

Using animal models, 
Winzer-Serhan, and her collabora-
tors added nicotine to the animal’s 
drinking water. There were three 
different groups that received nic-
otine at three different concentra-
tions (low, medium and high) cor-
responding to occasional, low and 
medium smokers, respectively, in 
addition to a control group that did 
not receive any nicotine.

The two groups that received 
nicotine at low and medium dos-
es didn’t show any levels of the 
drug in their blood and they expe-
rienced no changes in food intake, 
body weight or number of receptors 
in the brain where nicotine acts. 
In contrast, the group getting the 
highest concentration of nicotine 
ate less, gained less weight and had 
more receptors, indicating that at 
higher doses, the drug gets into the 
brain where it can impact behav-
ior. However, even at high doses, 
it didn’t seem to have worrying be-
havioral side effects like making the 
individuals more anxious, which the 

Irving ISD earned 41 Distinction 
Designations awarded by the Texas 
Education Agency for student per-
formance on the State of Texas As-
sessments of Academic Readiness 
(STAAR). That number is an in-
crease of four over 2015. In addition, 
11 Irving ISD campuses received the 
postsecondary readiness distinction 
in 2016 compared to three in 2015. 
Irving ISD increased by one the 
number of campuses earning des-
ignations in each academic achieve-
ment in English Language Arts/
Reading, Math and Social Studies.

As announced last month, Irving 
ISD and all 33 campuses that are 
rated achieved the rating of Met 
Standard in the 2016 state account-
ability ratings released in August 
by the Texas Education Agency. 
Campuses that are rated Met Stan-
dard under regular Accountability 
Rules are also eligible for Distinc-

By Nathaniel Sillin
As you prepare for a new year at 

college, managing your money may 
be the last thing on your mind. But, 
college is the perfect time to instill 
strong and healthy financial habits, 
such as budgeting and living within 
your means. 

By starting on the right foot with 
good saving and spending habits, 
you’ll have a good chance to set 
yourself up for a life of financial suc-
cess. Here are some ideas students 
– with the help of parents, relatives 
and the school’s financial aid office 
– can consider while taking the leap 
into living away from home. 

Create a financial plan early on. 
Create a general financial plan for 
your college years right away, and 
a more detailed budget for the up-
coming semester. You can start with 
estimated costs for tuition, fees, 
room and board from your school’s 
financial aid office and fill in the ac-
tual numbers once you know them. 

Even with financial aid, most col-
lege students need to be frugal as 
they balance major expenses and 
a limited income from work or pa-
rental support. While you may need 
to take out student loans, the better 
you manage your personal and ed-
ucational expenses the less you’ll 
have to borrow now, and repay later. 

Adjust your budget as you go. 
Your focus should be school, but 
you can also take time to track your 
money and stick to your budget. A 
budget can be a tool and a learning 
opportunity, and particularly during 
your first few semesters, you’ll like-
ly have to make adjustments as you 
learn to balance wants and needs. 
Try to stick with it and remember 
it’s okay to make changes (and an 
occasional mistake) as you go. 

Parents can discuss how they 
manage their personal or family 
budget and offer suggestions for 
cutting expenses or finding work. 
Make your budget add up. Learning 
how to roll with the punches and 
live within your means are timeless 
skills. You’ll have to balance aca-
demic obligations with a part- or 
full-time job to increase your in-
come. But, there are often flexible 
on-campus jobs you can qualify for 
if you have a work-study grant as 
part of your financial aid package. 

When it comes to saving, there 
are all sorts of ways to cut costs on 
necessities and indulgences. Con-
sider the following three tactics al-
most any college student can use to 
spend less money. 

Irving ISD earns 41 distinctions
on State Accountability System

tion Designations for outstanding 
performance in the following seven 
categories:

Academic Achievement in En-
glish Language Arts/Reading

Academic Achievement in Math-
ematics

Academic Achievement in Science
Academic Achievement in Social 

Studies
Top 25 Percent: Student Progress
Top 25 Percent: Closing Perfor-

mance Gaps
Postsecondary Readiness.
Eighteen Irving ISD campuses 

earned Distinction Designations. 
Singley Academy led Irving ISD 
schools in Distinction Designations 
earned with six, followed by de Za-
vala Middle School with five. John 
Haley and Lee elementary schools 
each earned four, while Irving High 
School, Houston Middle School 
and Davis Elementary School each 

earned three. Austin Middle School 
and Brandenburg Elementary 
School each earned two Distinction 
Designations, and nine other cam-
puses earned one each.

Thirteen campuses earned Dis-
tinction Designation in both 2015 
and 2016. They are MacArthur High 
School, Nimitz High School, Singley 
Academy, Austin Middle School, 
de Zavala Middle School, Houston 
Middle School, Johnson Middle 
School, Brown Elementary School, 
Davis Elementary School, Gilbert 
Elementary School, John Haley Ele-
mentary School, Johnston Elemen-
tary School and Stipes Elementary 
School.

Campuses that earned Distinction 
Designations in 2016 but not in 2015 
are Irving High School, Bowie Mid-
dle School, Brandenburg Elemen-
tary School, Lee Elementary School 
and Lively Elementary School.

The following schools earn Dis-
tinction Designations in the follow-
ing area for 2016:

Irving High School - Math, Social 
Studies, Postsecondary Readiness

MacArthur High School - Social 
Studies

Nimitz High School - Closing Gap
Singley Academy - Reading, 

Math, Science, Social Studies, Clos-

ing Gap, Postsecondary Readiness
Austin Middle School - Student 

Progress, Postsecondary Readiness
Bowie Middle School - Student 

Progress
de Zavala Middle School - Read-

ing, Social Studies, Student Prog-
ress, Closing Gap, Postsecondary 
Readiness

Houston Middle School - Science, 
Student Progress, Closing Gap

Johnson Middle School - Social 
Studies

Brandenburg Elementary School 
- Math, Student Progress

Brown Elementary School - Post-
secondary Readiness

Davis Elementary School - Read-
ing, Math, Postsecondary Readiness

Gilbert Elementary School - Post-
secondary Readiness

Haley, John Elementary School 
- Math, Student Progress, Closing 
Gap, Postsecondary Readiness

Johnston Elementary School - 
Postsecondary Readiness

Lee Elementary School - Math, 
Science, Closing Gap, Postsecond-
ary Readiness

Lively Elementary School - Stu-
dent Progress

Stipes Elementary School - Post-
secondary Readiness.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Texas A&M research shows nicotine could protect the aging brain
researchers were concerned could 
happen.

“Some people say that nicotine de-
creases anxiety, which is why people 
smoke, but others say it increases 
anxiety,” Winzer-Serhan said. “The 
last thing you would want in a drug 
that is given chronically would be a 
negative change in behavior. Luck-
ily, we didn’t find any evidence of 
anxiety: Only two measures showed 
any effect even with high levels of 
nicotine, and if anything, nicotine 
made animal models less anxious.”

The next step is to test nicotine’s 

potential anti-aging effects using 
aged animal models. Although ear-
ly results indicate that nicotine can 
keep older individuals from gaining 
weight like the control group does, 
Winzer-Serhan hasn’t yet deter-
mined whether this lower body mass 
index translates into less degenera-
tion of the brain. It is also unclear if 
nicotine’s effects are related only to 
its ability to suppress appetite, or if 
there are more mechanisms at work.

Because there are still so many 
unknowns, Winzer-Serhan urges 
caution. 

“I want to make it very clear that 
we’re not encouraging people to 
smoke,” she said. “Even if these 
weren’t very preliminary results, 
smoking results in so many health 
problems that any possible benefit 
of the nicotine would be more than 
cancelled out. However, smoking is 
only one possible route of admin-
istration of the drug, and our work 
shows that we shouldn’t write-off 
nicotine completely.”

Still, Winzer-Serhan cautions 
people not to purchase nicotine-con-
taining products just yet. 

“Although the results are intrigu-
ing, we would need large-scale clin-
ical trials before suggesting anyone 
change their behavior,” she said. 
“At the end of the day, we haven’t 
proven that this addictive drug is 
safe—and it certainly isn’t during 
childhood or adolescence—or that 
the benefits outweigh the potential 
risks.”

SOURCE Texas A&M University Health 
Science Center

Use student discounts. Dozens of 
stores offer students discounts, val-
idated with an official ID, or a .edu 
email address, and you may be able 
to save 10 to 20 percent off your pur-
chase. Ask store employees or check 
online before to see if a store offers 
a student discount before checking 
out. 

Save on textbooks. Look for al-
ternatives to buying new textbooks, 
such as renting textbooks, buying 
used books, purchasing or renting 
e-textbooks or using the library’s 
reference copies.

There are mobile apps that will 
calculate how much money you can 
afford to save at a given moment – 
whether that’s $20 or ten cents – 
and will save it for you. You could 
also set up an automatic weekly or 
monthly transfer to your savings ac-
count through your bank. Chances 
are you won’t miss the money, and 
you won’t spend it if you don’t see it 
in your checking account.

Make a practice of saving for the 

future. You’ll want to figure out 
the best way to use your savings. If 
you’ve taken out student loans, you 
could allocate some of the money to 
early loan payments. 

Private and unsubsidized federal 
student loans accrue interest while 
you’re in school. Making a payment 
can help you avoid increasing your 
debt load and save you money on 
interest. Plus, unlike with some oth-
er types of loans, there’s no penalty 
for making early student loan pay-
ments. 

Bottom line. College is an ide-
al time to instill healthy financial 
habits. Ask your parents or other 
relatives for guidance, discuss stu-
dent loans and budgeting with your 
college’s financial aid office, learn a 
new skill online or attend a local per-
sonal finance workshop or seminar. 
While you set off on a series of firsts, 
take advantage of these resources to 
learn how to manage, save and wise-
ly spend your money. 

Lessons for college kids about money
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings are 
limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location 
and time. If an organization wishes to have more in-
formation than the free listing offers, we will continue 
to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Buttons & Bows Square 

& Round Dance Club 
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
DFW Scroller Saw Club

Last Saturday of each month
9:30 AM to 11:30 AM

Georgia Farrow Rec Center 530 Davis St.
www.dfwscrollers.net / 214-995-9270

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thursday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain

www.irvingarc.org
Irving AMBUCS

Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.
at Spring Creek BBQ

 Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Second Tuesday each month @ 7:30 P.M.

132 E. Second St. Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS

* It was farmer and author Wendell Berry 
who made the following sage observation: 
“Do unto those downstream as you would 
have those upstream do unto you.”

* Those who study such things say that 
size does matter -- at least to proboscis 
monkeys. It seems that among these 
primates, females show a significant 
preference for males with larger noses. 

* If you’ve ever been to a major sporting 
event, or even watched one on TV, you’ve 
seen costumed characters representing 
schools and sports teams. However, unless 
you’ve been to Japan, you don’t understand 
mascots’ true potential. There, the mascot 
industrial complex is so large that in 2015, 

the Finance Ministry launched a campaign to reduce spending 
by cutting the number of unnecessary mascots in the country. 
According to one estimate, there are 10,000 mascots employed 
by the government alone. Some examples: Prince Pickles and 
Princess Parsley represent the Defense Ministry; Wakayama 
Prison is represented by Waka-P, a bright orange creature with 
a huge head; and Toilet-kun, who has a toilet-seat lid for a face, 
is the mascot for City of Yokohama’s waste recycling bureau. 

* Have you ever wondered why the green room -- the waiting 
area just offstage where actors stand-by before and after stage 
appearances -- is green? Well, evidently it’s believed that the 
color green is soothing to eyes that have been exposed to the 
glare of stage lights.

* The game of billiards first appeared in the New World in St. 
Augustine, Florida, the oldest continuously occupied European 
settlement in the contiguous United States. It was in 1565 that 
Spanish explorers started playing the game here.

1. MOVIES: What two movies were 
the highest-grossing films of all time 
worldwide? 
2. LITERATURE: Which one of 
Shakespeare’s plays features the character 

of Shylock?
3. ANATOMY: In which part of the human body is the stirrup bone 
located?
4. ASTRONOMY: What is the seventh planet from the Sun in our solar 
system?
5. ENTERTAINERS: In what year did singer Elvis Presley die?
6. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What is the traditional birthstone 
associated with November?
7. MYTHOLOGY: Who was the first female deity, according to Greek 
mythology?
8. MUSIC: Mark Knopfler is best known as lead singer of what rock 
group?
9. GEOGRAPHY: What U.S. state is closest to Russia?
10. ANTHROPOLOGY: What is Lascaux site in southern France 
famous for?

Answers
1. “Avatar” and “Titanic”
2. “The Merchant of Venice”
3. The ear
4. Uranus
5. 1977
6. Topaz or citrine
7. Gaia
8. Dire Straits
9. Alaska
10. Ancient cave paintings
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WORSHIP
UNITY CHURCH
Unity of Irving

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class

11:00 AM Service
& Children’s Church

Reverend Frank Pounders
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-5083

unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third,  75060

972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Second and fourth Sundays

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
First Church of Christ, Scientist

2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 75061
972-253-7202

www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-0476

access code 884879
For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.
972-790-8606 

www.BeltLineChurch.com

972-870-1992

Subscribe 
to the  

Rambler

By Vaughn-zel Lloyd
‘Jump out the plane and go for it.’ 
That’s the advice award-winning 

Cuban-American author, Meg Me-
dina, gave to the crowd of roughly 
50 students, teachers, and librar-
ians who attended her book sign-
ing at the South Irving Library on 
Wednesday, Sep. 28. 

“Don’t waste time,” Medina said. 
“If you want to be a writer or illus-
trator, whatever dream you have, 
please do not wait around the way I 
did ‘til you are 40. Do everything in 
your power to see it come into frui-
tion.”

Medina shared an inside look at 
her upbringing that inspired her to 
write her most recent work, “Burn 
Baby Burn” before opening up the 
floor to questions and signing books 
and taking pictures with fans. 

Medina explained “Burn Baby 
Burn,” released in March, is about 
her life during the summer of 1977 
in what she described as the most 
unpleasant summer that New York 
ever experienced. The book draws 
on a time in which the city was 
plagued by record high tempera-
tures, arson, a citywide blackout and 
a serial killer, Son of Sam, who was 
going around targeting and shoot-
ing young women on the streets. 

“I try to capture Latino families, 
and Latino girls as they are,” she 
said. “I try to really draw that in a 
loving way and an authentic way, in 
a way that feels universal for every-
body. 

“We see stories of pressure cook-
er bombs, kids in this time are do-
ing shooting drills and figuring out 
how to cover windows and stay 
safe if somebody loses it and starts 
shooting. The randomness of that 
violence and the issues around race 
and class and economics continue. 
All that, that is cooking now, was 
cooking then.

“So I think this book is a love let-
ter to New York, it’s a love letter to 
strong girls, but it’s also a way for us 
to talk about now, and what’s hap-
pening now.”

Nimitz high school senior, Lilian 
Garcia, who brought her copy of 
“Burn Baby Burn” to be singed was 
quick to point out why she has be-
come big fan of Medina’s work.

“When I look for a book, I look for 
people like me,” Garcia said. “Since 
the main character in the book was 
an 18 year old Cuban girl living in 
New York, I felt really connected to 
the character and the plot, because 
she’s Latina and its rare where I find 
books with strong Latina characters. 
When I do, it helps me strike a chord 
with the character. “

Natasha Grider, a librarian at Bar-
bara Bush Middle School, pointed 
out that despite working at a school 
that is very diverse, she finds Medi-
na’s writing transcendent. 

“We have a sizable Hispanic, Afri-
can American and Asian population, 
but these themes are so universal it 
just jumps and leaps over all that,” 
Grider said. “You can read in the 
language and know that she’s (Me-
dina) Hispanic, but it really doesn’t 
matter because it just jumps clear 
over that. “

Medina also shared her secret to 
writing children’s books with the as-

Author encourages students 
to jump into their dreams

piring novelists who were in atten-
dance. 

“The secret in writing is you are 
really writing for one child,” she 
said. “You are writing for the child 
that you were and you are writing 

to answer all the questions that one 
child had about her life and why 
the pieces weren’t fitting in, and 
all those questions that you would 
wrestle with over time; you wrestle 
them in your writing.“

Author Meg Medina signs copies of her books for fans. /Photo by Vaughn-zel Lloyd

RAMBLER
Freelancers Needed

Call 972-870-1992
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specializes in this particular cuisine, 
provided jambalaya, étouffée, gum-
bo, boudin balls, chicken sandwich-
es and beignets. Frost Cupcakery 
provided cupcakes. 

“The food in particular was a big 
draw, because I’m from Louisiana,” 
Coppell resident Gee Douglas said. 
“When I saw it was a Mardi Gras 
theme, I had to come check it out 
and see how they was going to por-
tray us. I wanted to make sure that 
they did it right. “

This event marked the first time 
the city of Coppell allowed the sell-
ing of beer and wine in the Old 
Town Square. 

“This is the first time we’ve had 
beer and wine in the city park,” Cop-
pell City Council member Cliff Long 
said. “We had to pass an ordinance 
to get that accomplished and it has 
worked out fine. We had drinks at 
an event a couple of years ago, and 
they had to build a fence and put 
people in the cage for everybody that 
was drinking.”

Douglas, who moved to Coppell 
three months ago, commended the 
city for having events like Mardi 
Gras in the Fall. 

“I do think it’s good for the com-
munity just to bring people out and 
get them together, especially with 
everything that’s going on in the 
world now,” Douglas said. “We see 
people from different walks of life 
come together in one place and be 
civilized, and you know I think it’s a 
reflection of the community. If you 
can bring people together and have 

By Demond King
Approximately 200 youngsters 

from the Irving Boy’s Football Asso-
ciation (IBFA) and the Irving Girl’s 
Cheerleader Association (IGCA) 
participated in the second annual 
Cancer Blitz Day on Saturday, Oct. 1.

The organizations welcomed over 
900 guests to an amazing day filled 
with singing, dancing, football, and 
a balloon release.

“We are spending the day to cele-
brate with the family members who 
are still with us today,” Jean Bal-
ensiefen, event director, said. “We 
want them to know how important 
they are to us. We award them with 
certificates that will let them know 
they are our heroes.”

The blowout powderpuff football 
game featured girls playing the field 
while boys cheered them on. During 
the game, guests were able to pur-
chase pink balloons for the antici-
pated balloon release. Balensiefen 
said the release is a way for every-
one to let all the wonderful angels in 
Heaven know that we know they are 
there and they have our backs.

“People really love the balloon re-
lease,” Balensiefen said. “People are 
shocked at how emotional they feel. 
You never know that one little piece 
of helium will make you feel that 
way. We are wanting this to get big-

IBFA, IGCA celebrate cancer survivors on Cancer Blitz Day

ger and bigger each year. It’s some-
thing we are very proud of.” 

Everything for the event, includ-
ing the food for the kids, t-shirts, 
the DJ, balloons and all the decora-
tions were donations from the great 
people of the community. The Pink 
Out committee plays a huge part 
in planning the event beginning in 
January. 

“We want the community to know 
that IBFA and IGCA are here,” Bal-
ensiefen said. “We back the commu-
nity and the community backs us. 
It’s important for the community to 

know that we are one family, which 
is our phrase. We are family.”

Jesse and his family was sched-
uled to be moving into a new home 
during the event, but he thought 
the kids needed to participate in the 
event. He has a nine year old daugh-
ter and four year old son participat-
ing in IGCA and IBFA. 

“We don’t know what people are 
dealing with behind closed doors,” 
Jesse said. “So you just have to be 
positive and let them know someone 
is there for them. 

“Cancer affects more people than 

we know. It’s a horrible disease. The 
things people have to go through 
with the medicine are even more 
horrible. You never know who’s 
fighting what battle, so we just come 
out for support.”

“I am so proud of the turnout this 
year,” Tina Cherry said. “We’re so 
proud of Jean. She worked really 
hard at getting everything planned 
and organized for today. It has been 
a great day.”

Marissa participates in multiple 
cancer events a year. She enjoys the 

love and support the community is 
able to give with an issue that affects 
thousands of people a day. She had 
her grandchildren out at the Cancer 
Blitz Day as a way to show support 
during the balloon release. 

“We have ten balloons to show 
our support,” Marissa said. “I have 
two close relatives affected by can-
cer, and one who survived. The trag-
edy of cancer touches close to home 
for us. This is a great event for me 
and my family.”

no issues, I think it says something 
about people that are living here and 
that this is a good place to be.”

According to Long it’s important 
to have events like this, because the 
turnover rate in the city of Coppell 
is high.

“Coppell has a high turnover rate, 
but we’re about built out and maxed 
out, which is about 40,000,” Long 
said. “Unless something changes, 
we won’t have more [people] than 
that. There are a lot of mid level ex-
ecutives that get transferred around 
the country, but we want to make 
sure that the ones here have some-
thing to do. “

Long also mentioned that the city 
has plans to continue to enhance the 
Old Town Square where the Mardi 
Gras event was hosted. The square 
is highlighted by an architectural 

design that resembles a subdivision 
that was built in the mid 1930’s.  

“This space used to be just soccer 
fields,” Long said. “This all began 
six or seven years ago. They came in 
with the design to mix the business-
es, restaurants, office buildings and 
the row houses before they started 
building. The city has plans to add 
a theater, and a coffee house with a 
roaster ranch.

MARDI GRAS
Continued from Page 1

By Richie Bernardo  
Experts might not agree on the 

“best” or the “right” recipe for rap-
id economic growth, but some cities 
have figured out the key ingredients 
and how to stir the pot just right to 
sustain long-term prosperity. Pat-
terns emerge within those cities, 
allowing us to identify the contribut-
ing factors that perpetuate a lasting 
cycle of growth.

But the quick path toward success 
is not as cut and dried for every city. 
In order to identify the fastest grow-
ing local economies, WalletHub’s 
analysts compared 515 U.S. cities 
of varying population sizes based 
on 14 key indicators of rapid eco-
nomic growth. The data set — from 
a period spanning 2009 to 2015 — 
ranges from “population growth” to 
“unemployment rate decrease” and 
“growth in regional GDP per capita.” 

The top ten overall fastest grow-
ing cities include the following:
1) Frisco, TX, 2) League City, TX, 
3) Lehigh Acres, FL, 4) Kent, WA, 
5) Surprise, AZ, 6) Meridian, ID, 
7) Midland, TX, 8) McKinney, TX, 
9) Concord, NC and 10) Bryan, TX.

Other Texas cities on the list in-
clude Odessa 12, College Station 15, 
Mission 18, Pearland 19, Austin 26, 

Texas well represented on 
fastest growing cities list

Grand Prairie 27, Irving 38, Allen 
53, San Angelo 62, Corpus Chris-
ti 66, Edinburg 67, Fort Worth 70, 
Killeen 71, Round Rock 83, Richard-
son 85, and Pharr 86.

SOURCE WalletHub

Festive colors of a New Orleans tradition fill the Square in Old Town Coppell.  /Photo by 
Vaughn-zel Lloyd

Families launch pink balloons in support of cancer survivors and in memory of those lost to the disease. /Photo by Demond King


