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Matthew Pedersen
The National Endowment 

for the Arts’ Big Read event 
and the city of Irving honored 
some local artistic citizens 
through the Big Write poet-
ry contest. The winners were 
announced just before the 
Luis Urrea book signing at 
the Irving Arts Center, allow-
ing young writers to come up 
on stage and receive recogni-
tion for their hard work. 

With divisions ranging 
from first grade all the way to 
an adult category, the contest 
called for poems celebrating 
Irving’s diversity by explor-
ing individual’s international 
roots. 

“I’m the English Lan-
guage Learners’ teacher at 
the Chisholm Trail Middle 
School in Northwest ISD,” 
educator Ellyane Palmenteri 
said. “We’re always looking 
for opportunities to write 
for the real world through 
authentic writing with my 
students. In our ELL class, 
we looked at creating poems 
to tell the children’s stories 
about coming to America, or 
extended family coming to 
America.” 

Palmenteri went on to talk 
about some of her students 
who not only participated 
in the contest, but ended up 
winning second and third 
place respectively in the 
grades six to eight category.

“Two of our students 

By Matthew Pedersen
Comic-Con came to town 

once again, bringing huge 
crowds to the Irving Conven-
tion Center. Celebrating com-
ics, films, animation, and all 
things pop culture, the con-
vention saw both celebrities 
and fans embrace their many 
types of fandoms. 

The Dallas Comic-Con, 
taking place from Friday, Oct. 
14, to Sunday, Oct. 16, not 
only gave people a chance to 
delve into nerd/geek/hero 
culture, but also to show off 
their imagination by creating 
fantastic costumes. Walking 
from hall to hall during this 
exciting event, people were 
surrounded by a veritable 
menagerie of colorful charac-
ters and creatures. The expe-
rience was much like being a 
character in a Where’s Waldo 
book, and the enthusiasm 
of the crowd only served to 
heighten the experience.

By Vaughn-zel Lloyd
A festive spirit flowed 

through the grounds of Wag-
on Wheel Park as the 10th an-
nual Oak Fest drew hundreds 
of people to an open market 
which featured face painters, 
food vendors and music, to 
celebrate Coppell. 

“We have bounce houses 
with zip lines,” Kami McGee, 
special events coordinator 
said. “The band is Limelight. 
They are actually a spinoff of 
Emerald City, and they have 
come to a lot of our events 
throughout the years.” 

Held on Saturday, Oct. 
15, the festival is one of 16 
planned events scheduled to 
take place in the city of Cop-
pell during 2016. 

Children flocked to an ar-
ray of offerings including 
bounce houses, train rides, 
and an opportunity to see 
Professor Branius with his 
wild and wacky science show. 

With construction going 
on at the Andrew Brown 
Park East, Oak Fest 2016 was 
scaled down vendor-wise and 
moved to an alternative ven-
ue located off Freeport Park-
way.

“It’s typically held over the 
east where most of the trees 

Members of the very first 
varsity football team at 
MacArthur High School were 
recognized before the school’s 
football game on Friday, Oct. 
14, in commemoration of the 
team’s 50th anniversary. 

Nineteen players, two 

Comic-Con cosplayers celebrate creativity
Kiki Cosplay, a profes-

sional cosplayer who travels 
convention to convention to 
showcase her work, talked 
about her hobby.

“I make costumes for dif-
ferent characters, from video 
games, anime, pop culture, 
comics; and then I wear them 
for photoshoots and things,” 
Kiki said. “I come to conven-
tions, meet people, do sign-
ings, fun stuff. 

“It’s just a lot of fun. It kind 
of combines everything that I 
like in nerd culture, because 
I do like a little bit of every-
thing. I actually majored in 
theater in college, so it kind 
of combines my nerdy fan-
doms with my love of acting, 
theater, and dressing up,” she 
said.

Of course not every art-
ist cosplayer gets their own 
booth; many are young en-
thusiasts who come to con-
ventions like the Dallas Com-

ic-Con to debut their latest 
creations. Ramon Martinez, 
a costume maker, showed off 
his unique creative style with 
a robotic Voltron costume. 
Standing at around 9 feet tall, 
it certainly proved to be one 
of the more eye catching cos-
plays around.

“It’s basically corrugated 
plastic sheets, cut up, taped 
up, foamed up, glued up. 
That’s about it, yeah,” Mar-
tinez said. “I’ve also made a 
Groot on stilts that’s about 
the same height, at eight or 
nine feet. I’m currently work-
ing on a Doomsday. I was 
planning on bringing that 
one today, but it wouldn’t fit 
in the car. I like big. I think 
this is as far as big can go, be-
cause otherwise you can’t fit 
it through the door.”

Martinez described how 

placed: Nathaniel Gonzales 
and Nolan Rodriquez. They 
got to see that when you try 
something and do something, 
you might get some great re-
sults, and exciting things can 
happen,” she said.

Palmenteri then described 
how amazing the city of Ir-
ving’s strong relationship 
with its libraries is, and how it 
allows for community events 
like The Big Write and author 
book signings.

“Their literature festivals, 
the young adult events they 
have for young fiction writers 
that they hold every year. It’s 
amazing,” Palmenteri said. 
“The libraries are obvious-
ly very connected with the 
community, offering all sorts 
of things for everyone in the 
community.”

Rani Ramasamy, the third 
place winner of the adult 

Big Write celebrates diversity

Oak Fest brings 
people together

actually are, but since we are 
under construction and re-
doing the park temporarily, 
we are having it over here 
this year,” McGee said. “It’s a 
night to get the family togeth-
er, the community together 
and just kind of have fun and 
enjoy each other. The weath-
er is always beautiful in Octo-
ber.”

McGee who has been re-
sponsible for planning Oak 
Fest for the past six years 
said that many of the vendors 
who participated are vendors 
who have participated in past 
events. 

“A lot of them are repeat 
vendors who come to a lot of 
our events and get to know 
the community pretty well,” 
McGee said. “They actually 
start to know the kids really 
well, because they come to al-
most every event. Some of the 
kids want to be here because 
they get to see “Mrs. Jaylen,” 
you know, so it’s really neat in 
building that relationship.”

Coppell resident Leslie 
McAhren, who has been 
an attendee of Oak Fest for 
years, said that the relocation 

Cardinals flock home 
for Golden Anniversary

managers, two coaches and 
three cheerleaders took part 
in the pregame festivities 
honoring the original team, 
which was formed in 1966. 
In addition to introductions, 
four members of the team 
served as honorary team cap-

tains, participating in the pre-
game coin toss. The original 
football team also joined the 
run-through line, cheering on 
members of this year’s foot-
ball team as they ran onto the 
field.

SOURCE Irving ISD

With nary a Bat in sight, the Joker family seems to be at ease walking through the Irving Convention Center 
during the Dallas Comic Con. / Photo by John Starkey

During an unusually warm October evening, children enjoy having their 
faces painted as part of Coppell’s Oak Fest activities. / Photo by Vaughn-zel 
Lloyd 

See BIG WRITE Page 2

See OAK FEST Page 3
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Irving Masonic Lodge Open House
October 23, 2 to 4 PM
The Irving Masonic Lodge #1218, A. F. & 
A. M., invite the general public to an Open 
House. Come have a cup of coffee or soft 
drink with our Masonic brothers. We should 
even have some cookies or cake available.
Many members of the founding families of 
Irving and other significant individuals have 
been, or are now members of Irving Masonic 
Lodge. There is a lot of Irving history repre-
sented within our lodge building. The Irving 
Masonic Lodge is located at 132 E. Second 
Street, Irving. It is on the SW corner of Sec-
ond Street and Jefferson Street one block 
east of Main Street. Across Second Street 
from the old fire station and across Jefferson 
Street from the Senior Citizens Center.

Teacher of the Year Ceremony 
October 25, 6 p.m.
Irving ISD’s exemplary teachers will be 
honored during the annual Teacher of the 
Year Ceremony on Tuesday, October 25, at 
MacArthur High School. A reception is at 6 
p.m. in the cafeteria, followed by the program 
at 7 p.m. in the auditorium.

Alcohol and Drug Awareness 
Summit 
October 27, 5 to 8 p.m.
Irving ISD is committed to providing parents 
and families with updated evidence and 
awareness on alcohol and drug trends. 
Alcohol and Drug Awareness Summit 2016: 
Families Uniting for Success will be held at 
Irving High School. This event will include 
information on how parents can begin 
alcohol and drug awareness talks with their 
children, drug trends in our area, an agency 
fair of community resources for parents and 
families, and a panel of experts to answer 
questions that are difficult to ask regarding 
alcohol and drugs. Refreshments and prizes 
will also be part of this event. 

Open Studio Night! 
October 28, 5:30-8:30 p.m.
The University of Dallas invites you to take 
part in an evening showcasing the artwork 
of UD Graduate students as well as our ad-
vanced undergrads. There will be a Graduate 
group show in the Upper Gallery and demon-
strations in various studios. Meet the artists, 
tour the art department, enjoy refreshments, 
and enter our studio scavenger hunt for a 
chance to win artist crafted prizes.

Matthew Pedersen
The University of Dallas has long 

served as a pillar of the community, 
representing the highest of academ-
ic ideals while helping its students 
receive the education they need to 
pursue their goals and to be pro-
ductive citizens. Through its tireless 
adherence to enlightening young 
minds, the dedicated staff has built 
a legacy of success and continues 
to push for further intellectual dis-
course.

With this in mind, the leadership 
of the University of Dallas held a 
series of panels allowing past UD 
Alumni to share their work with the 

University of Dallas
honors its past alumni

student population and their fellow 
professors. The panels, which began 
Friday evening, Oct. 14, opened the 
weekend discourse with the subject 
of Liberal Arts. 

Joshua Parens the Dean of the 
Braniff Graduate School of Liber-
al Arts at the University of Dallas, 
made a public statement before the 
panels, reflecting on the school’s 
past and on the many graduates 
who are no longer with us.

“It has been a little over 50 years 
since the founding of the University 
of Dallas’ Braniff Graduate School 
of Liberal Arts, which from the be-
ginning has been dedicated to the 

renewal of the Western Heritage of 
Liberal Arts and the Christian in-
tellectual tradition,” Parens said. 
“Although those early founders who 
helped shape the mission of the 
Braniff Graduate School, Willmoore 
Kendall, Louise Cowan, Frederick 
Wilhelmsen, and James Hillman, 
are no longer with us, their spirit 
lives on in Braniff and in too many 
excellent students, alumni, and fac-
ulty to mention.”

Parens also talked about how the 
school, its staff, and its students 
continue to be a catalyst for change 
at the University of Dallas.

“Braniff is not only a liberal arts 
part of the University of Dallas, 
we’re also kind of an incubator for 
new programs and ideas. That has 
been characteristic of Braniff from 
the very beginning. The way that 
I like to think of Braniff is that it is 
both part of the liberal arts part of 
the university and the real source of 
energy for new ideas at the graduate 
level for the University of Dallas,” he 
said. 

Parens went on to discuss how the 
Braniff Graduate School has gone 
on to grow and explore a wide range 
of diverse topics.

“We have given rise to not only 
the school of management, but also 
the school of ministry. The Liberal 
Arts division consists of the follow-
ing programs: Art, American Stud-
ies, Classics, English, Humanities, 
including now a classical education 
concentration, philosophy, politics, 
and theology. With that, we also 
have our institute of philosophic 
studies.”

Through the study of literature 
and the humanities, Parens stated 
that one begins to develop an in-
tellectual freedom that only serves 
to foster more development and 
exploration of the human spirit. He 
also stated that the many wonderful 
speakers who were selected embody 
this freedom.

“I am delighted to say that each of 
our speakers over the next day or so 
exemplifies this freedom and will, 
I’m confident, also display the intel-
lectual excellence that is its natural 
complement, as well as being the 
highest aim of a UD education,” Pa-
rens said. “Through their own inqui-
ries they exemplify both the legacy 
and the future of the Braniff Gradu-
ate School. I look forward with joy to 
a great deal of spirited conversation 
over the next day.”

The late educator Louise Cowan, 
who taught at the University of Dal-
las and other schools, was just one 
name that was honored by Dean Pa-
rens, and her words have been kept 
alive because of this.

“The University of Dallas will 
change, and at the same time, re-
main the same,” Cowan said, “for it 
has a distinct character formed by a 
deep and wide grace, a uniqueness 
that is difficult to describe but which 
grows from an Alchemy of Praise, 
from a belief in our work, in each 
other and in our students.”

Third grade artist Lizbeth 
Ramirez of John Haley Elementa-
ry School received first place in the 
Trinity River Authority (TRA) of 
Texas’ 2016 Art Contest. 

North Texas students in first 
through eighth grade were invited to 
participate in TRA’s annual compe-
tition, which seeks to teach youth the 
importance of protecting our water 
supply from pollution. Lizbeth was 
one of 1,000 participants to submit 
artwork for this year’s competition 

John Haley artist 
wins first place

theme, “Don’t Trash Our Water.” 
Her picture of foxes drinking from 

a stream impressed the judging 
panel, naming her top artist of her 
grade level. Lizbeth’s prize-winning 
picture will be featured on a calen-
dar and printed notecards, and she 
will be presented with other student 
winners at the Trinity River Author-
ity’s Board of Directors meeting this 
month. Lizbeth is pictured with her 
art teacher, Kerrie Wilke.

SOURCE Irving ISD

category, talked about how it felt to 
have her work publicly praised and 
recognized. 

“It was absolutely amazing, be-
cause when I wrote the poem it was 
from the heart,” Ramasamy said. 
“When I won, it was a big accom-
plishment for me. This is my first 
time winning it.”

Ramasamy went on to describe 
her poem, and the deep, personal 
significance it has for her. 

“The title of my poem was ‘Wings 
of Immigration.’ I used a bird as a 
symbol in that poem,” Ramasamy 
said. “How the bird migrated from 
its native land to another land, 
which is America. How it was scared 
to spread its wings in the beginning, 
and finally how it embraces the 
land’s many differences to become 
a better person. While the poem is 
about a bird, it is really about me 
coming to America and becoming a 
better person.” 

Ramasamy also talked about how 
impressed she was that the city of 
Irving would come together with 

so many different organizations to 
help make artistic events like the Big 
Write possible.

“It’s awesome,” Ramasamy said. 
“We just talked to one of the staff 
here, and we congratulated her, be-
cause a lot of people focus more on 
sports achievements instead of aca-
demics. Normally people have two 
sides of them; one side is the outer 
layer which would like to gain the 
success of the material world, and 
the other side is striving to satisfy 
their heart, to satisfy themselves. 
When they have a program like this, 
they’re actually digging out the artis-
tic heart of the individual. 

“I would like to encourage more 
people to take part in this type of 
competition and contest. It encour-
ages the management to host more 
events in the future, and it’s kind of 
a cultural thing for us as well. We 
are mingling with people, getting to 
know each other. It’s a great thing, 
so why wouldn’t you want to take 
part in it?” 

BIG WRITE
Continued from Page 1
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Ralphi
Hi! I'm Ralphi and I'm looking for my forever home. As you can tell 

from the info next to my picture, I'm about 1 ½ years old and a male. 
They say I'm a Chihuahua mix, but whoever Mom mixed with, it defi-
nitely wasn't a Chihuahua. I mean, just look at my legs! No way are 
those Chihuahua legs. Those legs were made for running and that is 

Grover
 Helllloooo there! My 

name is Melinda, and I'm a gal on 
the go! I have lots to do so I don't 
have time for kitten antics. I pre-
fer the company of intelligent, 

thoughtful grown up cats. I do, however, love all humans big or small. 
I'm almost 2 years old! Man, how time flies. I'm an accomplished snug-
gler, and I love hanging out and discussing literature and other high-
brow topics. Let's be grown-ups together! 

what I love to do. Flat out. Full blast. Given my love of 
running, I could sure use a home with a nice backyard 
where I can run as much as I'd like to.

If you think that I may be just the dog for you, come 
over and visit me. I'll be looking forward to seeing you.

OAK FEST
Continued from Page 1

great the fan response is when he 
draws upon popular culture as in-
spiration.

“I just had a lady with her child, 
I think he was like four or five. The 
lady goes, ‘look honey, a transform-
er,’ and then the kid goes, ‘no mom, 
that’s Voltron!’ So that’s awesome, I 
really like that people enjoy the cos-
tumes, and they love to take pictures 
with them,” he said.

Martinez also shared some advice 
to those who might want to create 
similar costumes for upcoming con-
ventions in Texas and beyond.

“Just start doing it,” Martinez 
said. “That’s how I do it here. I don’t 
really have a plan when I start these 
things, I just kind of start cutting 
and taping, trial and error. Make 
stuff, that’s it. If you want to try it, 
the worst thing that can happen is it 
comes out a little different than how 
you planned. I had no plan when 
making this; people recognize it, 
four year olds recognize it, so that’s 
the real test right there.”

Of course, many cosplayers go 
beyond simply creating interesting 
costumes. Many use their skills to 
help participate in charity events. 
Cosplay organizations like the 501st 
Stormtrooper Legion, named af-
ter Darth Vader’s personal force of 
cloned soldiers, came together in 
order to help people and touch lives.

Jeremy Lindstrom, a volunteer 
with the 501st, talked about the 
group’s origins.

“Our founder is Albin Johnson,” 
Lindstrom said. “Originally he want-
ed to dress like a storm trooper and 
create his own costume, and he ac-
tually did that. Then he found three 
or four guys within a hundred-mile 
radius who were doing the exact 
same thing. He showed up at one 
place, and the others came and got 
around him, and people thought 
that was pretty cool. That was the 
start of the group.”

Sadly, the group would eventually 
experience a tragedy that has be-
come widely known in the Star Wars 
Fandom. 

“The charity part came later when 
[Johnson’s] daughter came down 
with cancer,” Lindstrom said. “She 
wanted a little robot that was like 
R2-D2, so they built one named R2-
KT, because her name was Katie. It 
was actually in The Force Awakens. 
That’s what started the charity foun-
dation part of it. It’s a non-profit. All 
of our costumes and stuff are out of 

our own pocket. We do charity work 
with Make a Wish, Toys for Tots 
around the holidays, and stuff like 
that.” 

Lindstrom went into further de-
tail about the charity work, describ-
ing what he views as the most im-
portant aspect of their work.

“We also visit children’s hospitals.
That’s the most rewarding ones, be-
cause you get to see the kids’ faces 
light up,” Lindstrom said. “They’re 
walking around with IVs and stuff. 
It just tears your heart out. When a 
little kid is like, ‘come on Mr. Storm-
trooper,’ and he’s only two and a 
half feet tall with his dad holding 
the PICC line from the cancer treat-
ment. What’s two hours in a hot 
sweaty costume when there’s this 
kid who’s fighting for his life, and 
you can make him forget about can-
cer for two hours of his life. It’s what 
we do it for.”

of the event came as no surprise. 
“We’ve been coming to Oak Fest 

for years as it’s usually behind our 
house, but they closed the park so 
now it’s here,” McAhren said. “They 
are doing a lot of renovations to the 
park. The new park makes this event 
even better, because they are putting 
a nicer pavilion in and a stage and a 
lot more grass space for things like 
this.”

McAhren also added that she 
looks forward to the event every 
year. 

“The time of the year is great,” 
she said. “I think it’s great, because 
it brings families together, and peo-
ple you know together; and you get 
to see a lot of people and bring the 

community together. It’s something 
to look forward to in the communi-
ty.’

Although the year is coming to a 
close McGee has many other events 
planned for the final months of this 
year and events to continue to en-
courage community involvement. 

“The goal of each [event] is to 
bring the community together and 
provide an opportunity through-
out the entire year for everyone to 
come out, even an opportunity for 
the businesses of Coppell or orga-
nizations to come out and represent 
themselves in general to the com-
munity, what they have to offer,” 
McGee said.

COMIC-CON
Continued from Page 1

On Friday, Oct. 14, at approxi-
mately 10:07 a.m., Irving Jail de-
tention staff found an inmate un-
responsive in his jail cell from an 
apparent suicide. 

Resuscitation efforts were im-
mediately initiated by detention 
staff and the Irving Fire Depart-
ment was called to the Jail. When 
paramedics arrived, they con-
tinued life saving measures. The 
inmate was transported to Bay-
lor Scott & White Medical Cen-
ter – Irving but was pronounced 

Police investigate 
in-custody death

deceased at approximately 10:41 
a.m. 

The inmate was booked into 
the City of Irving Municipal Jail 
following his arrest this morning, 
Friday, Oct. 14, at approximately 
2:20 a.m. in Irving. An autopsy 
will be performed by the Dallas 
County Medical Examiner’s Of-
fice. The name of the inmate is be-
ing withheld pending next-of-kin 
notification. The investigation into 
his death is ongoing. 

SOURCE Irving Police Department

Washington -- Halloween is a hol-
iday filled with traditions, often with 
candy as the centerpiece of the fun. 
This Halloween, the National Con-
fectioners Association is sharing five 
fun facts about the holiday.

“Halloween is a special time in 
the candy industry,” NCA President 
and CEO John Downs said. “There 
are 55,000 confectionery employees 
in communities across the coun-
try who work hard to make special 
products for everyone to sample 
at Halloween, and we know that 
Americans will enjoy in moderation 

Candy makers share five not-
so-scary facts about Halloween

just as they do throughout the year.”
Fun Facts: How Americans 

Enjoy Halloween Candy  
#1 – Nearly 90% of Par-

ents Teach Moderation to 
their Children at Halloween 

Americans know that candy is a 
treat. Throughout the year, Amer-
icans eat candy just two or three 
times a week – an average of about 
40 calories a day. A full 90 percent 
of survey respondents use Hallow-
een to prioritize setting guidelines 
and talking to their children about 
moderation. Four out of five have 
a plan in place to help, like having 
limits on the number of pieces of 
candy their kids can collect or enjoy 
per day.

#2 - Americans of All Ages 
Share Treats at Halloween

More than 75 percent of Ameri-
cans buy candy to participate in tra-
ditional Halloween activities most 
years. The vast majority of parents 
(72 percent) also admit they share in 
their children’s candy stash, wheth-
er anyone knows it or not. Some par-
ents (47 percent) say sharing candy 
is a house rule, while others (25 per-
cent) claim they are more likely to 
take a treat when their children are 
not looking.

#3 – Good Things Really 
Do Come in Small (and Or-
ange!) Packages

When it comes to packaging, 85 
percent of Americans say they prefer 
Halloween candy in small packages 
– like miniatures or snack-size can-
dies. And speaking of packages, 65 

On Saturday, Oct. 15, the marching bands of Nimitz, Irving, and MacArthur high schools took the field in Duncan-
ville for the esteemed Region 20 UIL Marching Band Contest. 

All three bands earned overall superior ratings and qualified for the UIL Area B Marching Contest, to be held Sat-
urday, Oct. 29, in Bedford. To have all three competing bands advance is a great accomplishment and moves each 
band one step closer to representing the district at State.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Irving ISD marching 
bands advance in UIL

Taking advantage of the shopping opportunities, Queen Padmé Amidala, Tesla Isley, 
and her guard, Eric Golestan, stop to have a closer look at a few choice necklaces while 
visiting the Dallas Comic Con. / Photo by John Starkey

See CANDY  Page 8
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RENTALS

CLASSIFIEDS
EMPLOYMENT

LEGALS

Reward
For fishing tackle & antiques 
taken from Public Storage in Irving 
between May & Aug. 2016. No 
questions asked – No charges 
filed. 
Call Don 972-916-1354.

REWARD

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS – PROPOSED ZONING CHANGES
CITY OF IRVING CITY COUNCIL

Public hearings are held to consider applications for amendments to the Comprehensive Zoning 
Ordinance and the Official Zoning Map of the City of Irving, Texas for the properties described 
herein:

LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas
City Council: Thursday, November 10, 2016, 7 p.m.

ZONING CASE ZC16-0051:  Approximately 1.439 acres located at 3305 W. Pioneer Drive.  The 
request is to rezone the property from R-6 (Single Family), R-XF (Extra Family), S-P for CN 
(Site Plan for Neighborhood Commercial) to S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) for C-N (Neighborhood 
Commercial) to allow religious institution uses with exceptions.

ZONING CASE ZC15-0059:  Approximately 7.664 acres located at 4620 W. Airport Freeway.  
The request is to rezone the property from S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) for R-AB (Restaurant with 
the Accessory Use of the Sale of Alcoholic Beverages for On-Premises Consumption), Hotel and 
related uses to S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) for R-AB (Restaurant with the Accessory Use of the Sale 
of Alcoholic Beverages for On-Premises Consumption), Hotel and related uses to allow a separate 
new 4-story extended stay hotel building on the same lot as an existing hotel with the attendant 
accessory use of the sale of alcoholic beverages for on-premises consumption.

ZONING CASE ZC16-0069:  0.79 acres at 3001 SH 183 and Imperial Drive.  The request is to 
rezone from S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for C-C (Community Commercial) Uses and Outside 
Storage of Motor Vehicles, Boats, RVs and Trailers allowed on Tract 1, and Sales and Display of 
New or Used Cars or Trucks and Outside Storage of Motor Vehicles, Boats, RVs and Trailers on 
Tract 2, to S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) for C-N (Neighborhood Commercial) uses, to allow a new 
drive-through restaurant to have more than 25% of its parking between the front façade and the 
property line with SH 183. 

ZONING CASE ZC16-0071:  Approximately 1.111 acres located at 2515 East Union Bower Road.  
The request is to rezone the property from ML-20 (Light Industrial) uses to C-C (Community 
Commercial) to allow a crematory.

ZONING CASE ZC16-0075:  Approximately 847 acres roughly bounded by Pioneer Drive on the 
north, MacArthur Boulevard on the west, Shady Grove Road on the south, and Britain Road and 
Lucille Road on the east.  The request is a proposed amendment to the Zoning Ordinance that 
will repeal Section 52-32f (Downtown Development District), repeal Section 52-32h (Heritage 
Crossing Redevelopment District), create a new Section 52-32f (Heritage Crossing District), and 
rezone certain property from R-6 (Single Family), R-3.5 (Two Family), R-MF-2 (Multifamily), P-O 
(Professional Office), C-O (Commercial Office), C-N (Neighborhood Commercial), C-C (Community 
Commercial), ML-20 (Light Industrial), C-OU-2 (Commercial Outdoor 2), and DDD (Downtown 
Development District) uses to HCD (Heritage Crossing) district.

All interested persons are encouraged to attend the public hearings and express their opinions on 
the zoning change request.  Written response for the record may also be submitted to: 

City of Irving – Planning & Community Development Dept., 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 
75060

The applications are on file for public review in the Planning & Community Development Dept. at 
the address listed above during normal business hours. For additional information, please contact 
the Department at 972-721-2424. Please reference the case number when requesting information.

This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible parking spaces are available. Requests for 
interpretation services or assistive hearing devices must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. 
Contact the City Secretary’s Office at (972) 721-2493 for assistance.

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR
Villas At Wildbriar Lake Addition (PL16-0013)

PUBLIC NOTICE BEFORE THE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION AND CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, TO CONSIDER RESUBDIVISION OR REPLATTING OF A 
RECORDED SUBDIVISION WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS OF IRVING, DALLAS COUNTY, TEXAS.

Notice is hereby given that a public hearing will be held by the Planning and Zoning Commission 
and City Council of the City of Irving, in the City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving 
Boulevard, Irving, Texas, to consider resubdivision or replatting of a recorded subdivision as 
hereinafter described:

Villas At Wildbriar Lake Addition (PL16-0013)
Being a replat of Lot 4, Block A, Wildbriar Ranch Addition Revised.  This property is located on 
the west side of Hard Rock  Road, southwest of Pioneer Drive and is zoned S-P-2 (Generalized 
Site Plan) for R-6 (Single Family) district uses.    

Each public hearing will be held at the following times:

Planning and Zoning Commission: Monday, November 7, 2016, 7 p.m.
City Council: Thursday, November 10, 2016 7 p.m.

All citizens or interested parties desiring to be heard concerning this replat may speak.  State law 
requires that the owners of property within a residential subdivision be notified if another property 
within the same subdivision is proposed to be replatted.  State law also requires that the Planning 
and Zoning Commission must approve a plat that complies with the City’s Subdivision regulations.

The applications are on file for public examination in the Planning and Community Development 
Department at 825 West Irving Boulevard, Irving, Texas. For additional information, please contact 
the Department at (972) 721-2424. Please reference the name of the plat or the case number 
when requesting information.

ORDINANCE NO. 2016-9870
ZONING CASE NO. ZC16-0047
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-1 (R-AB)

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT 
OF LAND DESCRIBED AS: A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE REGENT CROSS ADDITION, AND 
LOCATED AT 8445 NORTH BELT LINE ROAD, SUITE 130, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY 
DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID 
PROPERTY FROM S-P-1 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR C-C USES UNDER ORDINANCE 
NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR RESTAURANT 
WITH ATTENDANT ACCESSORY USE OF THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR 
ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION USES UNDER SECTION 52-49 OF ORDINANCE NO. 1144, 
AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; 
PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; 
CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; 
PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT 
THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT 
THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE 
EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING THE ENTIRE ORDINANCE SHALL 
BE INVALID IF ANY WORD, PHRASE, CLAUSE, SENTENCE, PARAGRAPH OR SECTION OF 
THIS ORDINANCE IS HELD TO BE INVALID AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. 2016-9872
ZONING CASE NO. ZC16-0063
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A 
TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE SUNSET ACRES 
ADDITION, AND LOCATED AT 2425 WEST OAKDALE ROAD, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY 
DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID 
PROPERTY FROM R-7.5 SINGLE FAMILY DISTRICT USE UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, 
AS AMENDED TO S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR R-6 USES UNDER ORDINANCE 
NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART 
HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND 
USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; 
PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT 
THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT 
THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE 
EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND 
PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. 2016-9873
ZONING CASE NO. ZC16-0072
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT 
OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE AUTONATION IRVING ADDITION 
AND LOCATED AT 1251 EAST AIRPORT FREEWAY, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY 
DESCRIBED IN THE BODY OF THIS ORDINANCE; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE 
OF SAID PROPERTY FROM S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR C-OU-2 USES UNDER 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR C-OU-2 USES 
UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO 
AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS 
RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; 
DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL 
WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS 
OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A 
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, on 
October 13, 2016.

BETH VAN DUYNE, MAYOR
ATTEST:  Shanae Jennings, City Secretary
APPROVED AS TO FORM: uruvilla Oommen, City Attorney

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY

FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY

Proposed Flood Hazard Determinations for the City of Irving, Dallas County, 
Texas, Case No. 16-06-2472P. The Department of Homeland Security’s Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) solicits technical information or comments 
on proposed flood hazard determinations for the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), 
and where applicable, the Flood Insurance Study (FIS) report for your community.  
These flood hazard determinations may include the addition or modification of Base 
Flood Elevations, base flood depths, Special Flood Hazard Area boundaries or zone 
designations, or the regulatory floodway.  The FIRM and, if applicable, the FIS report 
have been revised to reflect these flood hazard determinations through issuance of 
a Letter of Map Revision (LOMR), in accordance with Title 44, Part 65 of the Code of 
Federal Regulations.  These determinations are the basis for the floodplain management 
measures that your community is required to adopt or show evidence of having in effect 
to qualify or remain qualified for participation in the National Flood Insurance Program.  
For more information on the proposed flood hazard determinations and information on 
the statutory 90-day period provided for appeals, please visit FEMA’s website at www.
fema.gov/plan/prevent/fhm/bfe, or call the FEMA Map Information eXchange (FMIX) 
toll free at 1-877-FEMA MAP (1-877-336-2627).

Michaels Stores, Inc. in Irving, TX, seeks Senior Systems Analyst to plan and design 
the Michaels Identity Management (IDM) infrastructure. Requires a Bachelor’s degree 
in comp.science, eng., telecom. or related field (willing to accept foreign education 
equivalent) plus 10 yrs of exp. architecting, engineering, deploying, maintaining, and 
supporting Identity and Access Management technologies.  Submit resume to Michaels 
Stores, Inc., Attn: Vishala (Patel) Mistry, 8001 Ridgepoint Drive, Irving, Tx 75063.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

Proposed Improvements to SH 161
From South of SH 183 to north of Belt Line Road

Dallas County
CSJ: 2964-01-048

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) will conduct a Public Meeting for the purpose 
of soliciting public comment on the proposed improvements to State Highway (SH) 161 from 
approximately 0.90 miles south of SH 183 to approximately 1.02 miles north of Belt Line Road in 
Irving, Dallas County, Texas. The meeting will be held at the MacArthur High School Cafeteria, 
3700 North MacArthur, Irving, Texas on November 15, 2016. The Public Meeting will be an Open 
House format from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm with no formal presentation.

The existing SH 161 roadway facility is a four-lane freeway (two lanes in each direction) with two 
Peak Hour Travel Lanes used during the morning and evening travel times. The proposed project 
would modify SH 161 by reconstructing the freeway and interim lanes to accommodate an eight-
lane freeway (four freeway lanes in each direction).  The extent of the proposed project would 
be approximately 5.4 miles; construction of the additional lanes would occur within the existing 
right-of-way for 3.3 miles. Approximately 1.3 miles of re-striping would occur on the southern end 
of the project area and 0.43 mile of re-striping on the northern extent of the project area. The re-
constructed portion of SH 161 would have freeway lanes 12-feet-wide with a ten-foot-wide outside 
shoulder and a ten-foot-wide inside shoulder.  Eleven ramps would provide access between the 
frontage road lanes and the freeway lanes. The proposed ramp lanes would be 14-feet-wide with 
an eight-foot-wide outside shoulder, and a four-foot-wide inside shoulder.  

Three of the four existing direct connector bridges that provide access to and from the SH 183 and 
SH 161 Interchange would be reconstructed up to the structure approach slab.  In addition, two 
Managed Lane Direct Connectors are proposed as part of the project; an East to North Managed 
Lane Direct Connector extending across the SH 183/SH 161 Interchange and a South to West 
Managed Lane Direct Connector.  These two Managed Lane Direct Connectors would be con-
structed to accommodate two, 12-foot-wide lanes. Due to the proposed SH 161 improvements 
occurring within existing right-of-way, no displacement or relocation of residential or commercial 
properties would be required.  

Maps showing the proposed project’s location and geometric design will be available for viewing 
at the public meeting. This and other public information is also on file and available for public 
inspection at the TxDOT Dallas District Office located at 4777 East Highway 80, Mesquite, Texas 
75150. This information will also be available online at www.keepitmovingdallas.com under Up-
coming Public Hearing/Meeting.

All interested persons are invited to attend the Public Meeting and express their views on the 
proposed project. Written comments from the public regarding this project are requested and will 
be accepted for a period of 10 calendar days following the meeting. Written comments may be 
submitted either in person, or by mail to: Mr. Nelson Underwood, Texas Department of Transpor-
tation, Dallas District Office, 4777 East US Highway 80, Mes-quite, Texas 75150.

Written comments must be postmarked by Friday, November 25, 2016 to be included in the 
Public Meeting Summary. Persons interested in attending the Public Meeting who have special 
communication or accommodation needs are encouraged to contact the TxDOT Dallas District 
Public Information Office at (214) 320-6100 at least two working days prior to the meeting. Be-
cause the Public Meeting will be conducted in English, any requests for language interpreters or 
other special communication needs should also be made at least two (2) days prior to the Public 
Meeting. Every reasonable effort will be made to accommodate these needs.

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal en-
vironmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 
U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated December 16, 2014, and executed by 
FHWA and TxDOT.

ONLINE!
Advertise with us
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972-870-1992
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CHICAGO, Oct. -- A new nation-
al survey of technology use by chil-
dren under age 6 indicates that an 
overwhelming 85 percent of parents 
allow their young children to use 
technology in the home. More than 
three quarters of parents surveyed 
said they use technology along with 
their children on a daily basis for up 
to two hours with television, tablets, 
smartphones and computers the 
most frequently used. Overall, 15 
percent of parents said their young 
children do not have access to tech-
nology in the home. 

The survey also found that 86 
percent of parents said they are sat-
isfied with how their young children 
access and use technology, citing 
benefits including positive child 
development, literacy and perhaps 
most importantly, school readiness 
and school success. At the same 
time, however, parents expressed 
significant concerns about the 
downside of technology use among 
young children including too much 
screen time, inappropriate content, 
reduced time outdoors and less ac-
tive play.

The attitudes, behaviors and con-
cerns of the 1,000 American parents 
surveyed provides the most current 
snapshot of technology use today 
by young children born in a digital 
age where technology is deeply in-
tegrated into the fabric of daily life. 
The survey was conducted online for 
Erikson Institute and its Technology 
in Early Childhood Center by You-
Gov.

Parents identified other family 
members, pediatricians and early 
childhood teachers as trusted sourc-
es about technology and young chil-
dren. However, only a small number 
of parents surveyed – 36 percent – 
reported that their pediatrician had 
talked with them about technology 
use. For these parents, this conver-
sation was quite meaningful as they 
were more likely to choose pediatri-
cians as their trusted source.

“It is clear that even the youngest 
children are using technology on a 
daily basis,” said Geoffrey A. Nagle, 
Ph.D., president and chief executive 
officer of Erikson Institute. “The 
key is to accept this and to support 
parents and other adults who work 
with young children so they have the 
best information available to instill 
healthy technology habits and sup-
port positive development during 
the early years.”  

Research on young children and 
technology, including this survey, 
informs the work of Erikson’s Tech-
nology in Early Childhood Center, 
which strengthens the digital liter-
acy of adults and their ability to in-
tentionally select, use, integrate and 
evaluate technology for young chil-
dren in the classroom and at home.

Early childhood is a time when 
adults can have great influence 
over the development of technol-
ogy habits, which can set the stage 
for a child’s future technology use, 
said Chip Donohue, Ph.D., director 
of Erikson’s Technology in Early 
Childhood Center. 

“When parents and adult profes-
sionals use technology to interact 
with young children, it can create 
learning opportunities, encourage 
discovery and empower the child,” 
Dr. Donohue said.  

Tips from the experts at Erikson’s 
Technology in Early Childhood Cen-
ter

Parents are the most influential 
media role models for children so 
we need to pay attention to our own 
media use and misuse.

Not all screens are created equal. 
It’s time to rethink screen time. Shift 
your focus from how much they 
watch to the quality of the content 
and opportunity for interactions.

Relationships matter most in a 
child’s early years. Explore technol-
ogy with your young children. Re-
search finds that joint exploration 
promotes learning. Find interactive 
content that appeals to your child’s 
interests and let him or her control 
how to explore.

Healthy technology use is about 
balance. Look for parent-child expe-
riences that require no technology 
at all and use technology to support 
the joy of learning to engage, em-

Most children 
under six use 
technology

See TECHNOLOGY  Page 8
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WORSHIP ADS

To list your house of worship 
in the Rambler, please 

contact Laurie at  
972-870-1992 or  

Laurier@ramblernewspapers.net

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Patricia Ann Fisher
Feb. 11, 1942 - Oct. 11, 2016

Georgie Ruth Cook
Mar. 24, 1915 - Oct. 12, 2016

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

Billie Stone
Dec. 23, 1928 - Oct. 14, 2016

Clifford Lee “Cliff” Marshall, passed 
away quietly surrounded by family 
on October 14, 2016. A quiet and 
humble man, Cliff was born Sept. 
19, 1929 in Burlington, Iowa. Raised 
there with his sisters, Florence, Shir-
ley, and Gloria, he left the Midwest 
to attend New Mexico State Univer-
sity on an ROTC scholarship. He 
received his degree in Industrial Arts 
in 1951 and entered service in the US 
Navy. He served in the Pacific fleet 
until 1957, in San Diego as well as 
aboard the USS Uvalde and the USS 
Gregory, attaining the rank of Lt JG.
During that time, he met Navy Lt. 
Dorothy Darr, a midwestern girl 
serving in Japan. They married in 
1956, retired from military life, 
and eventually settled their family 
of four children in Irving, Texas in 1966. Cliff worked his entire civilian 
career for REI in Irving, helping to develop the bar code scanners that are 
ubiquitous today. After his retirement he became a fixture at Twin Wells 
golf course and enjoyed a quiet life with his wife. 
He is preceded in death by his wife, Dorothy, and his daughter, Debi Mar-
shall. He is survived by his sisters Florence Irwin, Shirley Mason and Gloria 
Scalici. He will be remembered by his children Tim Marshall, Elizabeth 
Marshall, Jennifer Driskell, and their families. He will rest with his wife at 
DFW National Cemetery.

CLIFFORD LEE
“CLIFF” MARSHALL DEATH NOTICES

(972) 870-1992 
laurier@ramblernewspapers.netOBITUARIES

By Matt Mungle 
Synopsis: Jack Reacher must 
uncover the truth behind a major 
government conspiracy in order to 
clear his name. On the run as a fugi-
tive from the law, Reacher uncovers 
a potential secret from his past that 
could change his life forever. 
Review: There are many who have 
not adjusted to Tom Cruise taking 
on the persona of the hulking Jack 
Reacher of the Lee Child novels. 
But in the first film of the franchise, 
we found that if you overlook the 
character as someone brand new, 
the movie is actually a decent 
watch. Sadly in Jack Reacher: 
Never Go Back you have to overlook 
even more. 

The film starts off as the book 
does with Reacher (Tom Cruise) 
pulling into DC in order to meet up 
with Major Susan Turner (Cobie 
Smulders) who he has been having a 
long distance friendship with via the 
telephone. When he arrives, he finds 
she has been arrested for espionage. 
Of course, it is up to old Jack to get 
to the bottom of the whole thing and 
crack some bad guy skulls in the 
process. 

This one packs enough punches 
to satisfy the die-hard action fans. 
Cruise takes on the quiet tough guy 
demeanor convincingly. Again you 
have to stop thinking about the guy 
in the novels for it to work; but it 
can. He is a no nonsense ex-mili-
tary cop who with the street smarts 
to see through all the red tape and 
glaring loopholes. Smulders is an 
excellent choice for Turner. She 
carries herself with confidence and 
isn’t going to back down to any guy. 
Her natural beauty has a toughness 
about it that doesn’t conflict with 
her military surroundings. If there 
is one thing in this movie you don’t 
have to overlook, it is her. 

The issue with this one is that it 
forgot what made the first film so 
enjoyable. The original script had 
twists and turns and never strayed 
from the point of the story; let 
Reacher be Reacher. This one has 
ridiculous villains, an unnecessary 
15 year old, and a script that mean-
dered back and forth with predict-
able scenarios and eye rolling di-
alogue. Unless this was meant for 
a Nickelodeon re-airing much of it 
was inexcusable. 

The character of Sam (Danika 
Yarosh) was so out of place and 
forced that it nearly topples the 
entire film. This is no reflection on 
Yarosh. She actually does a solid 
job with what she is given. Sam is 
a teenage girl with a rough past who 
gets caught up in this mess. Instead 
of getting rid of her early on, the 
writers let her hang around for the 
entire ride. This means they have to 
give Sam something to do and most 
of what they write for her is sopho-
moric drivel mired in predictability. 
The scenes with Sam in them have 
a totally different feel from the rest 
of the film. The fans want a Jack 
Reacher movie, not a daddy day care 
flick. 

Truth be told Reacher needed 
more to do as well. He almost feels 
secondary in this outing: sort of 
a bystander looking on at what is 
happening around him. Sure he 
makes some decisions and roughs 
people up, but other than that he 
simply looks confused. The best 
part of the entire movie is the open-
ing scene which is also most of the 
trailer. It is him in the diner fac-
ing off against two local cops. That 
scene has absolutely nothing to do 
with the rest of the movie but is the 
stand out moment. 

Jack Reacher: Never Go Back is 
rated PG-13 for sequences of vio-

lence and action, some bloody imag-
es, language and thematic elements. 
It is obviously a film for older view-
ers and 16 and up is a safe gauge. If 
you go in with lower expectations 
than the first film, you might find 
it “ok”. It has a fair amount of fist-
a-cuffs so not a horrible option for 
a dudes night out. I give it 2.75 out 
of 5 salt shakers. Not quite enough 
bang for your box office buck.

MOVIE REVIEW:
Jack Reacher sequel really 
reaches for a plot

By Hakim Zakaria
Dozens of University of Dallas 

economics and statistics students 
attended a presentation on allevi-
ating food insecurity in the United 
States on Wednesday, Oct. 12. 

In front of a packed lecture hall, 
Dr. Craig Gunderson of the Univer-
sity of Illinois, taught students about 
some of the pertinent issues associ-
ated with food insecurity facing the 
United States, and offered solutions 
to alleviate those issues. 

From 2001-2007 food insecurity 
hovered around 12.2 percent, which 
was roughly 36 million Americans, 
according to Dr. Gunderson. How-
ever, in 2008, during the peak of 
the Great Recession, food insecurity 
jumped to 16.4 percent, or roughly 

Economist speaks about food
insecurity at University of Dallas

48.5 million Americans. Gunderson 
noted that race plays a role, citing 
the South, and more specifically, the 
Mississippi Delta, as having some of 
the highest rates of food insecurity 
due to the large number of minori-
ty-led households. 

Other issues raised are the health 
risks associated with food insecuri-
ty, especially for young children and 
elders.

Paul Sculley, a junior economics 
major, became interested in food 
insecurity during a project in high 
school. 

“I was surprised how high [food 
insecurity] is, and to think that in 
certain areas more than a third of 
the people don’t know where their 
next meal is coming from,” Sculley 

said.
Among the best ways to alleviate 

food insecurity in America, Gunder-
son suggested, is for at-risk families 
to apply for the Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program (SNAP).

“That is the most effective, specif-
ic, and very directed way for people 
to be better off,” Gunderson said. 
“That’s the most important thing, 
and it’s also something that is do-
able because raising people’s in-
come is really hard to do.”

He added that making the appli-
cation process for at-risk families an 
easier process would help a higher 
number of families enroll in SNAP 
and ultimately lead to a decline in 
food insecurity.

BOULDER, Colo. -- Sterling-Rice 
Group (SRG) has identified its top 
ten culinary trends that will stand 
out on restaurant menus, expand 
onto grocery shelves, and attract 
consumer attention across the U.S. 
in 2017.

Broad and growing interest in 
wellness and the environment, as 
well as a strong desire to connect 
with international cultures, contin-
ue to be significant key factors in-
fluencing the way U.S. consumers 
eat and drink. In 2017, chefs and 
foodies alike seeking authenticity 
will be inspired by ancient wellness 
philosophies and traditional cook-
ing methods to create new and excit-
ing menu items and elevated dining 
experiences.

Look for these culinary trends to 
expand and grow next year as they 
move from cutting edge to main-
stream:

Wake and Cake: Have your cake 
and eat it … for breakfast? With re-
cent science and research endorsing 
this diet strategy, in the year ahead 
SRG expects more people to par-
take in this decadent post-breakfast 
trend.

Top ten food trends that will have diners drooling in 2017
Dosha Dining: Long recommend-

ed as medicine by Siddha doctors 
(traditional Indian physicians), 
turmeric came into the spotlight in 
2016 boasting its mega-health ben-
efits and savory flavor. With sus-
tained interest in food as medicine, 
consumers will take a deeper dive 
into the ancient practice of Ayurve-
da and eat for their doshas.

Plant Butchery: Meat substitutes 
have graduated from seitan and soy 
with new options made from chick-
peas, legumes, and fungi. Mock 
meats are popping up in their own 
butcher-style storefronts, enticing a 
new generation to consider Meatless 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday... 

Food Waste Frenzy: With ap-
proximately 40% of food in the U.S. 
going to waste, restaurants, and 
innovative food companies will in-
creasingly serve up delicious food 
options using the whole fruit and 
vegetable—from seeds to rinds.

Snackin’ Sardines: In 2017, 
consumers will fish for more pro-
tein-rich snacks. High in omega-3s, 
protein, and umami flavoring, sar-
dines will move to the forefront as 
an uncomplicated yet elegant addi-

tion to any snacking situation.
Noodle on This: Noodle lovers 

who have long embraced Thai pad 
see ew, Vietnamese pho, and fresh 
Japanese ramen are rediscover-
ing Chinese lamian—or hand-pulled 
noodles—for both their taste and 
entertainment value. Watching a 
master noodle-smith knead, stretch, 
and swing dough into strands for 
soup will be a new experience for 
eaters who not only enjoy good food, 
but also a good show.

Mocktail Mixology: From nonal-
coholic happy hours to standalone 
mocktail menus, beverages are 
being positioned as intricate and 
unique experiences that can be had 
without the hangover.

Goat! Get It. Low in calories, fat, 
and cholesterol, goat is poised to be-
come the next go-to protein in 2017. 
A great foundation for spicy and 
sour preparations, look for restau-
rants to feature goat in dishes, such 
as empanadas and lasagna.

Cook and Connect: Chefs, home 
cooks, and foodies are taking ad-
vantage of the sharing economy and 
coming together in a big and inno-
vative way—from communal pizza 

ovens and outdoor kitchens to the 
fleet-farming movement.

Migratory Meals: All over the 
world people are moving; some 
by choice, others under duress. By 
celebrating their rich heritages and 
cuisines, large refugee populations 
are beginning to make culinary con-
nections with their new home coun-
tries.

SRG’s cutting-edge Culinary 
Trends 2017 report was compiled 
by an in-house culinary team and 

SRG’s Culinary Council, a team of 
more than 175 famous chefs, restau-
rateurs, and foodies. An extension 
of Culinary Shifts, SRG’s annual 
proprietary report on key societal 
shifts driving long-term food trends, 
Culinary Trends provides insights 
that food industry companies can 
leverage to better develop, position, 
market, and sell their products.

For a complete look at cut-
ting-edge Culinary Trends 2017, vis-
it SRG’s website.

SOURCE Sterling-Rice Group

Whether pet owners are walking 
in the park, going on a road trip, or 
even just lying in bed, spending time 
with four-legged friends is a part of 
daily life. However, spending time 
with pets comes with the respon-
sibility of keeping them healthy. 
Regular veterinarian checkups are 
important, especially in helping to 
prevent pets from becoming sick 
or infected with diseases—includ-
ing zoonotic diseases, which can be 
transmitted to people.

Dr. Angela Arenas, assistant pro-
fessor at the Texas A&M College of 
Veterinary Medicine & Biomedical 
Sciences, explained what zoonotic 
diseases are and how they are trans-
mitted. 

“A zoonotic disease is an infec-
tious disease that can be transmit-
ted between animals and humans,” 
Arenas said. “Oral-fecal route is 
a common route of infection. For 
example, a zoonotic disease can be 
spread when a human has touched 
something contaminated with an in-
fected pet’s fecal material, and then 
they accidentally touch their mouth. 
Additionally, vegetables that have 
not been washed appropriately and 
have been contaminated with fecal 
material is another example of an 
oral-fecal route of infection.”

Some diseases can go 
from pets to people

Arenas said sandboxes for chil-
dren could also be a potential source 
of zoonotic infection, since cats may 
use the sandbox as a litter box. If 
children are playing in the backyard 
where infected pets defecate, this 
could also be a potential source of a 
zoonotic infection.

Common zoonotic diseases can 
spread through parasites and fun-
gal, bacterial, and viral infections, 
Arenas said. Examples of parasitic 
zoonotic diseases include hook-
worms and roundworms. Ring-
worm, a fungal infection that is 
often misunderstood as a parasite, 
is also a zoonotic disease. Other ex-
amples of zoonotic diseases include 
Salmonella, a bacterium that often 
causes food poisoning, and rabies, a 
viral infection.

In general, any abnormalities in 
your pet’s behavior, diet, and fecal 
routine should be reported to your 
veterinarian, Arenas said. If irreg-
ular behaviors persist, such as fa-
tigue, loss of appetite, and frequent 
diarrhea, your veterinarian should 
be notified immediately to help your 
pet return to its healthy routine.

However, it is important to re-

See ZOONOTIC  Page 8
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings are 
limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location 
and time. If an organization wishes to have more in-
formation than the free listing offers, we will continue 
to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Buttons & Bows Square 

& Round Dance Club 
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
DFW Scroller Saw Club

Last Saturday of each month
9:30 AM to 11:30 AM

Georgia Farrow Rec Center 530 Davis St.
www.dfwscrollers.net / 214-995-9270

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thursday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain

www.irvingarc.org
Irving AMBUCS

Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.
at Spring Creek BBQ

 Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Second Tuesday each month @ 7:30 P.M.

132 E. Second St. Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS

* It was Emily Post, arbiter of courtesy and 
expert on etiquette, who made the following 
sage observation: “Manners are a sensitive 
awareness of the feelings of others. If 
you have that awareness, you have good 
manners, no matter what fork you use.”

* If you’re planning on moving to Florida, 
keep in mind that in that state, it’s illegal 
for a housewife to break more than three 
dishes in one day. 

* It’s a popular stereotype: a rejected lover 
sitting on a barstool, drinking to try to forget 
the heartbreak. The problem is, drinking 
isn’t really an effective way to go about 
acquiring amnesia, even temporarily. Those 
who study such things say that imbibing 
alcohol can actually help people recall 

events that occurred just before they started drinking. 
* A defense lawyer in a Canadian murder-for-hire case 
once argued that his client must be innocent -- because the 
defendant was useless. The attorney commented, “No one 
would hire him to cut the grass. Why would someone hire him 
to kill someone?” Nice try, but no luck: The man was convicted. 

* There doesn’t seem to be a clear explanation of why flies fly 
faster when they’re in the sun than when they’re in the shade. 

* Twilight is often defined as the period of time when day is 
ending and night is beginning -- a pretty vague definition. 
There are more precise versions, though: Civil twilight is the 
time when streetlights come on, nautical twilight occurs when 
the horizon disappears, and astronomical twilight is when the 
faintest stars become visible. 
***
Thought for the Day: “Science is built with facts as a house is 
with stones, but a collection of facts is no more a science than 
a heap of stones is a house.” -- Jules Henri Poincare

1. ENTERTAINMENT: The book “Happy 
Trails” was the autobiography of what 
famous Western film couple?
2. HISTORY: What U.S. office did 
Aaron Burr hold when he shot and killed 
Alexander Hamilton?

3. LITERATURE: What was the pen name of this 18th-century French 
writer/philosopher whose real name was Francois-Marie Arouet?
4. GEOGRAPHY: What small principality is located between France 
and Spain?
5. MUSIC: What father/daughter duo had a Billboard No. 1 hit in 1967?
6. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What nation is the top producer of 
vanilla?
7. ASTRONOMY: What is the fifth planet from the sun in our solar 
system?
8. GEOLOGY: What type of rock is pumice?
9. FOOD & DRINK: What were the five original colors of M&M’s 
candies?
10. TELEVISION: What were the names of the boys on the 1960s 
show “My Three Sons”?

Answers
1. Roy Rogers and Dale Evans
2. Vice president
3. Voltaire
4. Andorra
5. Nancy and Frank Sinatra
6. Indonesia
7. Jupiter
8. Igneous
9. Red, yellow, brown, green and purple
10. Mike, Robbie and Chip
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WORSHIP

UNITY CHURCH
Unity of Irving

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class

11:00 AM Service
& Children’s Church

Reverend Frank Pounders
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-5083

unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third,  75060

972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Second and fourth Sundays

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
First Church of Christ, Scientist

2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 75061
972-253-7202

www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-0476

access code 884879
For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.
972-790-8606 

www.BeltLineChurch.com

972-870-1992

Subscribe 
to the  

Rambler

Members of the Nimitz High School JROTC color guard participated in an evening closing ceremony at the State 
Fair of Texas last weekend. Pictured are Cadet Commander Tatiana Solórzano, Cadet Alexis Escobar, Cadet Lt. Com-
mander Olivia Martinez, Cadet Master Chief Israel Ramirez and Cadet Sabino Vasquez. The fair continues through 
this Sunday, Oct. 23.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Nimitz JROTC guard retires 
State Fair of Texas colors

By Nathaniel Sillin
Do you turn the thermostat a 

notch higher or put on an extra 
sweater when it gets cold? It’s a 
common household debate as fam-

Stay warm, save energy, lower bills
ily members try to maintain a bal-
ance between comfort and savings 
during the winter. It’s also a debate 
you may be able to put to rest by 
investing in energy-saving mainte-
nance and upgrades. 

You can start with a home ener-
gy audit, an inspection that focuses 
on finding areas where your home 
wastes energy. Professional auditors 
can cost $300 to $800 depending 
on the type of audit, but you could 
consider tackling an audit and some 
of the changes yourself. Doing so 
could make your home more com-
fortable, lower your ecological foot-
print and save energy and money. 

See if you qualify for state-fund-
ed weatherization assistance. Look 
into state-based financial assis-
tance programs before going at it 
alone. Contact your state’s weath-
erization agency to review eligibil-
ity guidelines, find a local service 
provider and start an application. If 
approved, you could receive a pro-
fessional energy audit and improve-
ments. On average, about $4,000 
worth of energy saving-related work 
was completed over one or two days 
for the 2015 program year. 

If you can’t or don’t want to pay 
for a professional audit and don’t 
qualify for assistance, consider con-
ducting a do-it-yourself (DIY) audit. 

A DIY energy audit can help you 
identify ways to save money and 
stay warm. A thorough inspection 
of your home can uncover oppor-
tunities for improvement, and you 
be able to rent an infrared camera 
to help you spot trouble areas. Look 
over the DOE’s Office of Energy Ef-
ficiency and Renewable Energy’s 
guide to conducting a DIY home en-
ergy audit, and create a log of your 
findings as you go. Keep in mind, 
where you live can impact what fixes 
you want to focus on, the type and 
amount of insulation you’ll need 
and even your heating system. 

Typical trouble spots and simple 
solutions. The following are com-
mon trouble spots and potential im-
provement you might want to make. 

Keep the cold outside air out. The 
DOE estimates that you can save 5 
to as much as 30 percent on your 
energy bill by just reducing drafts. 
Check for leaks around your doors, 
windows, plumbing, cabinets and 
other potential outlets. Also look 
for dirty spots on your wall, ceiling 
and floors as that could indicate air 
or moisture is getting in. Use foam 
sealant to fill in large gaps you find 
and caulking or weather stripping 
for smaller leaks. Covering drafty 
windows and doorways with storm 
windows or doors could also be a 
worthwhile investment.

Consider adding more insula-
tion. The insulation in your walls 
and ceiling may not meet today’s 
recommendations. Reinsulating or 
supplementing what you have could 
help your home stay warm, or cool, 
and might not be as difficult as you 
imagine in easy-to-access attics or 
basements. However, you may want 
to check with a professional who can 
recommend what type of insulation 
to use and warn you of potential 
ventilation, fire or moisture hazards 
during and after installation. 

Regularly inspect your heating 

systems. Heating systems can cost 
thousands of dollars to replace. 
While it may not be a DIY job, you 
may be able to prolong your system’s 
life by hiring a professional HVAC 
contractor to inspect and tune up 
your system before each winter. 
Some utilities also offer free in-
home inspections of gas appliances. 
A job you can take on is checking the 
air filter and replacing it to the man-
ufacturer’s specifications or when it 
looks dirty. You could also check for, 
and seal, holes, leaks and poor con-
nections in the ducts. 

Weigh the costs and benefits be-
fore investing your time or money 
in a winterization project. Some of 
the items on your checklist could 
be no-brainers, but others might re-
quire more thought. 

Bottom line: A home energy au-
dit can help you identify ways to 
improve your energy efficiency and 
make your home more comfortable. 
Whether you hire professionals, ap-
ply for government assistance or do 
it yourself, preparing before winter 
hits means you can enjoy a warm 
home without stressing over the en-
ergy bill. 
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ROSEMONT, Ill. -- Dressing-up 
and gorging on candy are just two 
of the many reasons why Ameri-
cans enjoy Halloween. But before 
roaming your neighborhood in your 
most frightful costume, the Amer-
ican Academy of Orthopaedic Sur-
geons and the Pediatric Orthopaedic 
Society of North America (POSNA) 
urge you to stay alert to potential 
injury-causing dangers that loom 
while trick-or-treating.

Research from the National Elec-
tronic Injury Surveillance System 
(NEISS) shows that during 2007-
2015:

Halloween was the holiday with 
the fifth highest number of emer-
gency room visits among children 18 
and younger behind Labor Day, Me-
morial Day, Fourth of July and Eas-
ter.

Head injuries accounted for 
the greatest proportion of injuries 

on Halloween (17.6 percent).
Of the finger/hand injuries sus-

tained, 23.6 percent were lacera-
tions.

Children under age 5 (28.8 per-
cent) and children ages 10-14 (28.5 
percent) sustained the greatest pro-
portion of injuries.

EXPERT ADVICE
“Sometimes safety is the last 

thing on the agenda when having 
fun,” said Joshua Matthew Abzug, 
MD, a pediatric orthopaedic hand 
surgeon at the University of Mary-
land Children’s Hospital and an 
AAOS spokesperson. “Before hitting 
the streets, parents should educate 
themselves and their children on the 
dos and don’ts to ensure safety while 
trick-or-treating. For example, they 
should watch out for vehicles, dis-
tracted walkers, poorly lit houses 
and other dangers.”

SAFETY TIPS
The AAOS and POSNA offer the 

following trick-or-treating safety 

Tread carefully and stay safe this Halloween

percent of people like to buy candy 
in Halloween packaging like orange 
and black wrappers, or candies that 
have other Halloween shapes or 
themes.

#4 - Americans will 
spend $2.7 billion this 
year on Halloween Candy  
NCA estimates that Americans will 
support U.S. confectionery workers 
this Halloween by spending nearly 
$2.7 billion on sweet treats. Beyond 
the industry’s 55,000 jobs, this eco-
nomic boost helps an additional 
410,000 Americans employed in 
candy-supported industries like re-
tail, transportation and agriculture.

#5 - Chocolate is Ameri-
ca’s Overwhelming Favorite  
Chocolate in all its varieties is the 
star of Halloween, with 68 percent 
of people saying it is their favorite 
Halloween treat. Traditional Hal-
loween candy corn comes in second 
with 10 percent enjoying it the most, 
while chewy candy and gummy can-
dy are in a dead heat with 7 percent 
of Americans choosing them as their 
favorites. However, more than one 
quarter of adults note that their fa-
vorite candy has changed over time. 

Survey Methodology
NCA’s 2016 Seasonal Survey 

was conducted by 210 Analytics, 
LLC using a database comprised 
of several million respondents 
who have agreed to participate 
in survey research. Interviews 
took place using a self-adminis-
tered, online questionnaire. To 
maintain the reliability and in-
tegrity in the sample, each invi-
tation contained a password that 
is uniquely assigned to that email 
address and must be entered 
at the beginning of the survey. 
Web-assisted interviewing soft-
ware is used to control quotas in 
order to mirror the census profile 
in terms of key demographics 
such as age, income, region and 
other factors. The survey was 
completed by 1,391 individuals in 
October 2016. The margin of er-
ror is +/-2.7%.

SOURCE The National Confectioners 
Association 

tips:
Walk on sidewalks and never cut 

across yards or driveways. Obey all 
traffic signals and remain in desig-
nated crosswalks when crossing the 
street.

Costumes should be flame-re-
sistant and fit properly. The child’s 
vision should be unobstructed by 
masks, face paint or hats. Costumes 
that are too long may cause kids to 
trip and fall, so trim or hem them as 
necessary.

Bright-colored costumes make it 
easier for children to be seen at dusk 
or in the dark. Add reflective tape to 
costumes and treat bags to provide 
additional visibility.

Wear sturdy, comfortable, slip-re-

sistant shoes to avoid falls.
Trick-or-treaters should only ap-

proach houses that are well-lit.
Both children and parents should 

carry flashlights to see and be seen. 
Do not point your flashlight above 
chest level to avoid obstructing the 
vision of other trick-or-treaters.

Be aware of neighborhood dogs 
when trick-or-treating, and remem-
ber that pets can impose a threat 
when you approach their homes.

Carry a cell phone while trick-or-
treating in case of an emergency.

Children should always be super-
vised by an adult.

SOURCE American Academy of Orthopae-
dic Surgeons

member that irregular behavior 
does not mean your pet has a zoo-
notic disease; but a check-up at the 
veterinarian could help properly di-
agnose your pet, whether they have 
a zoonotic disease or not.

Additionally, if you or other 
members of the household notice a 
change in personal health, contact 
your health care provider.

To help you and your family stay 
healthy, be sure to thoroughly wash 
hands and vegetables before eating, 
cover your children’s sandbox when 
it is not in use, and if bitten by a dog, 
seek help with your medical pro-
fessional. To keep your pet healthy, 
ensure your pet is receiving routine 

veterinary care and vaccinations. Be 
sure to ask your veterinarian about a 
flea and tick prevention plan as well.

Arenas encouraged pet owners 
to become familiar with some of 
the common types of zoonotic dis-
eases, especially within their area. 
Knowing the signs of these diseases 
and providing pets with routine vet-
erinary care can reduce the risk of 
zoonotic diseases in your household 
and keep you and your pets healthy.

SOURCE College of Veterinary Medicine & 
Biomedical Sciences, Texas A&M Univer-

sity.

power and inspire your child.
Manage the impact of technology 

on family time. It can include screen 
time but children also need fami-
ly time without screens and digital 
devices. Plan to unplug. Ask, “What 
can we do together when we turn 
our devices off?” Encourage play-
time, including outdoor time, where 
no technology is required.

Survey Methodology:
This survey was conducted online 

TECHNOLOGY
Continued from Page 4

in the United States by YouGov for 
Erikson Institute between Aug. 18-
29. For this survey, 1,000 parents 
with children under age 6 were in-
terviewed. The respondents were 
matched to a sampling frame on 
gender, age, race and education. The 
frame was constructed by stratified 
sampling from the full 2013 Ameri-
can Community Survey sample col-
lected by the U. S. Census Bureau. 

SOURCE Erikson Institute

ZOONOTIC
Continued from Page 5

CANDY
Continued from Page 3

WORSHIP ADS
To list your house of worship in the 

Rambler, please contact 
Laurie at  972-870-1992 or Laurier@

ramblernewspapers.net


