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By Vaughn-zel Lloyd
 Known primarily for cooler weather and Halloween, Octo-

ber also happens to be Domestic Violence Awareness month. 
In recognition of the families and lives harmed by domestic 
violence, the Irving Family Advocacy Center hosted Illuminate 
Irving along the Mandalay Canal.

“We wanted to do something really unique and inspiring 
for our entire community, because we know that everyone 
knows someone who has been impacted by domestic violence,” 
Heather Koval, a victim service supervisor for the Irving Police 
Department, said. “We invited people to come fill out a lantern, 
and if they knew someone who has been a victim, to write that 

individual’s name; or if they themselves were a victim, to take 
part and write on one. Then float those lanterns on the water.”

Around 300 people were in attendance late Tuesday after-
noon, Oct. 18, standing along Irving’s canal to launch their per-
sonal lanterns.

“A lot of times we think that domestic violence doesn’t hap-
pen in our community, but the reality is that one in four wom-
en and one in seven men are victims of domestic violence,” 
Koval said. “Even though you think you don’t know somebody, 
the reality is that we all do. [We are] bringing awareness about 
the fact that certainly physical violence is a part of domestic vi-
olence, but also verbal abuse, name calling, put downs, threats, 

Illuminate Irving lights the way for victims 
of domestic violence

By Vaughn-zel Lloyd
Langston Moore, a former 

member of the NFL’s Cin-
cinnati Bengals, began a sec-
ond career as a writer with 
his friend and former South 
Carolina Gamecocks football 
teammate, Preston Thorne. 
The authors visited Irving ISD 
for a two-day literacy tour, 
speaking at Keyes, Townsell, 
Hanes, Farine and Johnston 
Elementary Schools, as well 
as Bowie Middle School.

“Reading books is like lift-
ing weights for your mind,” 
Thorne said. “Sometimes it 
can be strenuous, but that’s 
the thing that gives you the 
ability to take on different 
things in life.” 

The authors spoke about 
their book #JustaChicken to 
the Boys 2 Men club at Thom-
as Haley Elementary School 
on Tuesday, Oct. 18.  

The Boys 2 Men program 

By Matthew Pedersen
With their famous Texas 

Hold’em Poker Tournament 
front and center, as well as a 
barbeque dinner catered by 
Cool River, Healthcare Asso-
ciates of Irving hosted their 
third annual Halloween Ca-
sino Night. The event, which 
encouraged participants to 
attend dressed in costumes, 
benefited Irving Cares. 

Jennifer Walters, who or-
ganized the Oct. 22 event, 
enjoyed watching so many 
people’s hard work come to-
gether.

“It’s awesome, because I 
just get excited about who all 
shows up,” Walters said. “It’s 
such a great event. We raise a 
lot of money. It feels good to 
have everyone come together 
finally.”

Former football players, now
authors speak to young men

Healthcare Associates’ casino 
night benefits local charity

consists of a group of 31 se-
lected 4th and 5th graders. 
Maurice Walker, the pro-
gram’s founder, brought the 
concept to Thomas Haley 
Elementary. The program is 
based on the concept of wel-
coming boys into manhood 
while teaching them how to 
be leaders and how to handle 
responsibilities.

“[Thorne and Moore] 
spoke to the character in the 
book just at the end as he re-
alizes his greatness,” Assis-
tant Principal Henry Taylor 
said. “Those are the things 
that we want to instill in our 
young men. “[We want them] 
to know their greatness and 
to understand that, regard-
less of their situation or fail-
ures in the past, that they 
are great, while letting them 
know that they can go on to 
do some great things.” 

Taylor stressed the impor-

tance of having role models 
like Moore and Thorne speak 
to the Boys 2 Men Club.

“I think the main thing is 
that [students] get a chance to 
see some men that go through 
a different journey in some 
cases,” Taylor said. “It sounds 
like they may have had stories 
similar to our students, and 
our boys are able to see that 
anything is possible. 

“I think because [the 
speakers] are football players, 
they really thought that it was 
going to be more or less about 
football, [then the students] 
find out that [the speakers] 
are authors. Our young men 
are able to see those different 
journeys and the routes you 
can take to be successful. I 
think is just huge. 

“Boys will always need 
those male role models in 

Over time, the Halloween 
theme crept into the Health-
care Associates of Irving’s an-
nual festivities.

“We’ve had three casinos, 
and prior to that we had some 
rallies,” Walters said. “We’re 
doing a costume contest this 
time around, so that makes 
this year a little bit different. 
We still have some great auc-
tion items, but the whole cos-
tume thing kind of throws a 
little kick in there.

“It feels awesome to get 
this many people in one place 
to help donate and to do all 
this for one charity. It’s amaz-
ing how many people came 
together with my office and 
my work.

“We [originally] did the 
rallies. We used to do a kids’ 
event where [children] would 

financial abuse, and all these 
other things are part of it.” 

According to Koval, one 
of her staff members was 
inspired to use the lanterns 
from a Toro Nagashi celebra-
tion which is a long-held Jap-
anese tradition where can-
dle-lit lanterns are released 
into rivers to help guide the 
souls of the departed.

Ryan Jones attended the 
event to honor one of his 
friends, and his co-worker’s 
daughter who was lost to do-
mestic violence just last year.

“I know what the ritual rep-
resents in Japan, but to see it 
here to represent a totally dif-
ferent meaning,” Jones said. 
“To see how many lanterns 
were in the water was great. 
I want to get some pictures 
of that and show my friend 
that’s a survivor who couldn’t 
be here.”

Jones also had some advice 
to share on how to handle 
domestic violence related in-
cidents.

“I think people want to 
help, but they don’t truly 
want to get involved,” Jones 
said. “You don’t know the 
situation, because there are 
times where you try to help 
and you are deemed the bad 
person in that situation. You 
know [the victims] fight back 
cause they’re not ready. Some 
of them aren’t ready, but 
those that are seek help. It’s 
not going to hurt you to call 
911.

“I think we’ve all been guilty 
of closing our blinds at times 
when we hear something. We 
think, ‘They’ll sort it out,’ and 
it ends up not being the case. 
That one intervention may be 
the one that saves their life.”

The Irving Advocacy offers 

show up, and we’d have 
bounce houses and things. 
It just seemed like a lot of 
work, and it didn’t raise a lot 
of money, so I came up with 
the casino theme where [we 
could] get sponsors, [patrons 
could] pay to get in, and then 
enjoy and have fun. It just 
seems to have raised a lot 
more money than it did previ-
ously when we did the rally,” 
she said.

James Anderson, a physi-
cian and partner at Health-
care Associates, talked about 
why his organization chose to 
partner with Irving Cares.

“Being local here in Irving, 
we have a lot of patients that 
we would hear who were ben-
efiting from the services that 

Lighting the darkness, lanterns float down the Mandalay Canal in honor 
of those affected by domestic violence. / Photo by Josue Murillo

A little witches’ brew and a few cards make the evening a little less scary as the Healthcare Associates hosts a 
Halloween Casino Night to benefit Irving Cares. / Courtesy Photo
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Veterans Day
Ceremony

Come out and support
Our Veterans!

Live patriotic music,
Refreshments and much more.

HONOR A LOVED ONE
PURCHASE A GRANITE BLOCK

Call Bob Moffatt at 972-259-6889

Friday, November 11, 2016 at 11 a.m.
Irving Public Library Central Branch Auditorium
All Branches of the Military will be honored.

a wide range of free resources to Ir-
ving residents who are affected by 
domestic violence including coun-
seling services for victims, educa-
tion classes for anger management 
and parenting. However, the fight 
to prevent domestic violence is not 
a battle that can be won by a single 
organization.

“Domestic violence is important 
to our community, so you know it’s 
not anything that any one agency 
can solve by itself,” Koval said. “The 
police department has advocates 
to help them when things happen 
on scene or right after an event. 
“Brighter Tomorrows and the Advo-
cacy Center downstairs have coun-
selors that help them throughout 
the year in case they need long term 
counseling. We always find ways to 
work together, so that says some-
thing about our community and it 
means this issue is important to us.”

The MacArthur and Nimitz girls’ 
cross country teams and an individ-
ual boy from Irving and MacArthur 
will represent Irving ISD at the Re-
gional Cross Country Meet, follow-
ing an impressive showing at the 
District 7-6A meet held Oct. 19 in 

Two Irving ISD teams, two individuals 
qualify for regional cross country meet

Midlothian.
The MacArthur High School girls’ 

cross country team snagged four of 
the top 10 places en route to clinch-
ing the district title. Carmen Guer-
rero led the Lady Cardinals with 
a fourth-place finish, followed by 

Abigail Lewis at sixth, Sara Linde-
ro at eighth and Jessica Jenkins at 
10th. Other members of the region-
al-qualifying team are Alexandria 
Castillo, Leslie Centeno and Emilie 
Jimenez. 

The Nimitz High School girls’ 
cross country team finished third, 
led by a second-place finish by Jas-
mine Valencia. Other members of 
the regional-qualifying team are 
Perla Barrera, Melissa Ferrufino, 
Olivia Martinez, Yenifer Martinez, 
Heidi Reyes and Iris Reyna.

In the boys’ race, Irving’s Jose 
Gallegos finished fourth and MacAr-
thur’s Lewis Logan came in at eighth 
place to secure bids to the regional 
meet, which will be held Saturday, 
Oct. 29, in Lubbock.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Irving Cares offered, with their food 
bank, and job assistance,” Anderson 
said. “They have senior day care, 
which is a huge help to a lot of our 
patients. We thought that by help-
ing to support them we were helping 
to support our patients as well.”

Teddie Story, CEO of Irving 
Cares, was at the front desk greeting 
every attendee who came out to sup-

port her organization.
“We’re very thankful for part-

nerships like the one we have with 
Healthcare Associates, and we 
always encourage people to find 
something that they care about,” 
Story said. “Some cause, some 
event, some mission that they can 
support, because when you help 
others it feels really good.”

CASINO
Continued from Page 1

Where 30 years of servi
2400 West Irving Boulevard - Irving, TX 75061  214.524.6800
950 North Beltline Road - Irving, TX 75061       972.986.2222
DRIVE THRU:     www.bnkwest.com

ces count. Stop on in..  Our friendly Staff is waiting!

FRIENDLY DRIVE THRU 

SERVICES REMAIN OPEN

Mon. - Fri.

7:30am - 6:00pm

Saturday
8:00am - Noon

ATM Service
Full Lobby Services
Customer Service

Loan Services
Account Services

Online & Mobile Services

Young women help carry lanterns to the canal. / Photo by Josue Murillo

People watch from both sides of the canal as too many lanterns light the night 
reminding everyone that domestic violence is far too prevalent. / Photo by Josue Murillo
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Ralphi
Hi! I'm Ralphi and I'm looking for my forever home. As you can tell 

from the info next to my picture, I'm about 1 ½ years old and a male. 
They say I'm a Chihuahua mix, but whoever Mom mixed with, it defi-
nitely wasn't a Chihuahua. I mean, just look at my legs! No way are 
those Chihuahua legs. Those legs were made for running and that is 

Grover
 Helllloooo there! My 

name is Melinda, and I'm a gal on 
the go! I have lots to do so I don't 
have time for kitten antics. I pre-
fer the company of intelligent, 

thoughtful grown up cats. I do, however, love all humans big or small. 
I'm almost 2 years old! Man, how time flies. I'm an accomplished snug-
gler, and I love hanging out and discussing literature and other high-
brow topics. Let's be grown-ups together! 

what I love to do. Flat out. Full blast. Given my love of 
running, I could sure use a home with a nice backyard 
where I can run as much as I'd like to.

If you think that I may be just the dog for you, come 
over and visit me. I'll be looking forward to seeing you.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Keys to Success/Las Llaves del Exito
October 29, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
The free college fair for families will be held at Mountain View College, located at 4849 W. 
Illinois Ave. in Dallas. The event will provide students with the keys they need to succeed in 
higher education, including information about how to navigate the system so that they can 
attend a college or university. 
The program will focus on students in grades 6 through 12. Parents and school counselors 
are invited. Breakfast will be provided. The half-day event will feature a FAFSA/TAFSA clinic, 
as well as a variety of other sessions geared specifically for middle school and high school 
students, plus programming for parents and school counselors. 

Wellness Event for Seniors and Caregivers
October 29, 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Baylor Scott & White Medical Center – Irving will host a free wellness event for seniors and 
their caregivers that focuses on improving independence and quality of life for older adults. 
The event will include expert speakers on quality health care services, community resources, 
home support resources, and education on nutrition and mental health. Attendees will enjoy 
a light breakfast, cooking demonstrations, door prizes and more.
Baylor Medical Center at Irving campus, Medical Office Building II, Conference Center, 2021 
N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving, TX 75061.

Light the Night
October 31, 6 - 8 p.m.
First Baptist Church in Irving (403 S. Main St) is hosting Light the Night. This is a fun, free and 
family-friendly event! Costumes, games, hot dogs, face painting, popcorn, candy and more! 

Crockett Middle School seventh grader Yididiya Kassahun (center), won The 
Big Write poetry contest, sponsored by the Irving Public Library. He is pictured 
with (from left) Corine Barbarena, a librarian at Irving Public Library; Cristi-
na Rocha, a seventh-grade English Language Arts/Reading teacher at Crockett 
Middle School; Crockett Middle School Principal Francisco Miranda; and Crock-
ett Middle School Assistant Principal Laqoya Huskey.

Kassahun’s poem on moving to the United States from Ethiopia was deemed 
the best in the 6th-8th grade bracket. He received a $100, and his work is fea-
tured on the Irving Public Library website. 

SOURCE Irving ISD

Crockett student 
wins library contest

Dallas, Texas – The AT&T By-
ron Nelson and the PGA TOUR 
recently announced the tourna-
ment will move to Trinity For-
est Golf Club in Dallas in 2018. 
Located 10 minutes south of Down-
town Dallas, Trinity Forest Golf 
Club is an 18-hole, links-style course 
designed by former PGA TOUR 

player Ben Crenshaw and renowned 
golf course designer Bill Coore. 
The 2017 AT&T Byron Nelson 
will be played at Four Seasons 
Resort and Club Dallas at Las 
Colinas in Irving on May 15-21. 
“Our mission to transform kids’ 
lives has been the heart of what we 
do since 1920 and that cause re-

mains central to all our decisions 
about the AT&T Byron Nelson,” 
said David Watson, AT&T Byron 
Nelson Board Chair. “We are forev-
er grateful to Four Seasons and the 
City of Irving for a long, prosperous 
partnership that has enabled us 
to raise over $150 million for Mo-
mentous Institute, impacting over 

100,000 lives. We look forward to 
our tournament’s future and con-
tinuing to change the odds for kids.” 
Momentous Institute is the non-
profit owned and operated by 
the Salesmanship Club of Dallas. 
Momentous Institute has been 
building and repairing social emo-
tional health in kids since 1920. 
“Improving lives and charitable 
giving were central to tournament 
namesake Byron Nelson’s beliefs, 
and the PGA TOUR is committed to 
these ideals in the communities in 
which we play,” PGA TOUR Com-
missioner Tim Finchem said. “We 
are excited to continue our part-

nership with AT&T and the AT&T 
Byron Nelson in the City of Dal-
las starting in 2018. The move to 
Trinity Forest Golf Club will have 
a positive long-term impact on 
the tournament and those served 
through Momentous Institute.” 
AT&T, the tournament’s title spon-
sor since 2015, is also based in Dallas. 
“This is a special sponsorship for 
us because it benefits Momentous 
Institute and thousands of chil-
dren right here in our hometown of 
Dallas and beyond,” said Lori Lee, 
AT&T Senior Executive Vice Presi-
dent and Global Marketing Officer.

SOURCE AT&T Byron Nelson 

Trinity Forest Golf Club to host AT&T Byron Nelson in 2018

By Matthew Pedersen
The University of Dallas stands 

as a refuge of strong catholic val-
ues within an increasingly secular 
world, enriching the lives of count-
less North Texans in not only an ac-
ademic aspect, but also in a deeply 
spiritual one. With this focus, the 
University of Dallas helped organize 
a series of talks and guest lecturers 
celebrating the 800th anniversary of 
the founding of the Dominican Or-
der of Preachers.

For the 18th Annual Landregan 
Lecture, the University of Dallas’ 
Ann & Joe O. Neuhoff School of 
Ministry partnered with the South-
ern Dominican Province to bring 
three renowned speakers to the 
DFW Airport Marriott Hotel on Oct. 
21, to present “In the Company of 
the Poor: A Conversation.”

The speakers included Bruno 
Cadore, a French born doctor and 
member of the Dominican Order, 
Gustavo Gutierrez, a famed Peruvi-
an theologian, and Dr. Paul Farmer, 
a physician who has dedicated him-
self to providing healthcare to some 
of the world’s poorest inhabitants.

Many people remember the 2015 
West African outbreak of Ebola, 
which sparked an international ef-
fort to contain the horrific disease. 
Dr. Paul Farmer was present in 
West Africa, and he shared his ex-
periences.

“I just came from Haiti, and I’m 
just going to make reference to Eb-
ola,” Farmer said. “The thing that 
struck me was, again, the intention 
was to contain the epidemic. In that 
city and elsewhere, the passion was 
for containment, not for care. It was 
a containment only strategy over 
there. At the time of the Dallas case, 
there had been thousands of deaths, 
and all but ten of them were in Guin-
ea, Sierra Leone, and Liberia.

“Why those three countries? As a 
doctor, that wasn’t really what peo-
ple were asking me,” he said. “Why 
here, that’s really a question better 
left to theologians or those who have 
the time. In the midst of a crisis, the 
question I get asked is, ‘Will you 
take care of me? Do you find me of 
equal value?’”

Farmer continued his story, re-
flecting that, much to his regret, the 
answer to those questions were ‘No.’

“We showed that we did not,” 
Farmer said. “The quality of care de-
livered there was very poor. The first 
time I ever set foot in Sierra Leone 
was in June. I went there for a medi-
cal congress. By November the three 
people I knew, three people sharing 
the conditions of the poor, two out 
of three were already dead of Ebola.”

With death presenting itself in 
such a personal way, Farmer re-
called how deeply the outbreak 
affected the many medical practi-
tioners who came to help the affect-
ed population.

“The case fatality rate, which 
means if you get sick what’s your 
likelihood of dying, the case fatality 
rate among nurses and physicians, 
mostly nurses since there were so 
few physicians, was pretty much 
the same at the beginning of the ep-
idemic as it was at the end of the ep-
idemic,” Farmer said. “That was 70 
percent. That’s because the quality 
of care there was poor.” 

Farmer looked back at the world’s 
history to help the audience under-
stand why the region in which the 
outbreak occurred was so incapable 
of helping itself.

“None of the Americans who got 
Ebola died, but that’s because they 
were able to be air lifted out of the 
clinical desert that was created by 
war, that was created by colonial-
ism, that was created by slavery,” 
Farmer said. “That’s what built the 
West-Atlantic world. That’s what 
built this country and Europe. It’s all 
connected in very important ways 
that some people get to erase, but 

others do not. That’s because they’re 
living the material consequences of 
this great reversal.

“If you go back to Medieval times, 
when the Dominican Order was 
founded, that part of West Africa 
was not as poor as the Americas. It 
may not have been as prosperous 
as parts of Asia, but when the Por-
tuguese showed up they found cities 
that were more or less the same size 
as Lisbon, and not that materially 
different. We get to erase that histo-
ry completely, but other people con-
tinue to live with the consequences.”

UD celebrates 800th birthday of
Dominican Order with lectures

With this interconnectedness in 
mind, Father Gustavo Gutierrez, 
who has worked as a colleague with 
Farmer, mentioned how we should 
actively seek out those close to us.

“A neighbor is not someone 
whom I find in my path, but rath-
er someone in whose path I place 
myself; someone whom I approach 
and actively seek,” Gutierrez said.

Rambler Newspapers is currently 
seeking outgoing individuals who 

enjoy working closely with community 
business leaders.

Requirements: Personal 
Transportation & Valid Driver’s License 

and Insurance
Preferred Skills Include: prior 

Sales Experience (not retail) & Basic 
Computer Skills and willingness 

to establish and maintain profitable 
relationships with customers. For more 

information call 972-870-1992.

Outside Sales 
Representatives 

Wanted

As part of the Annual Landregan Lecture, the community of the University of Dallas 
celebrates the 800th anniversary of the founding of the Dominican Order of Preachers. 
Guest speakers Father Bruno, Sister Barbara Reid, Father Gustavo, and Doctor Paul 
Farmer present “In the Company of the Poor: A Conversation.” / Photo by Matt Pedersen
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Outside Sales 
Representative Wanted

For more information call
John Starkey at 972-870-1992

or email
johns@ramblernewspapers.net.

RENTALS

CLASSIFIEDS
EMPLOYMENT

LEGALS

Reward
For fishing tackle & antiques 
taken from Public Storage in Irving 
between May & Aug. 2016. No 
questions asked – No charges 
filed. 
Call Don 972-916-1354.

REWARD

ONLINE!
Advertise with us

CALL
972-870-1992

johns@
ramblernewspapers.net

Public Hearing Notice

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF IRVING TO CONSIDER THE ADVISABILITY OF THE CREATION OF 
REINVESTMENT ZONE NUMBER SIX, CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS FOR TAX INCREMENT FINANCING PURPOSES PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 311, 
TEXAS TAX CODE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the City Council of City of Irving, Texas (the “City”), pursuant to Chapter 311.003 Local Government Code, as 
amended, (the “Act”), will hold a public hearings at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, November 10, 2016, at City Hall, 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas 75060, 
for the purpose of considering the establishment of Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone Number Six to be located within the boundaries of the City.

All persons are invited to attend the hearing and speak for or against the creation of the Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone, the proposed boundaries, 
or the concept of tax increment financing. Owners of property in the proposed Zone may protest orally or in writing the inclusion of their property in 
the Zone. The Tax increment Reinvestment Zone would include the property as depicted below. The legal description of the Reinvestment Zone and 
a copy of the boundary map are on file and open for public inspection in the office of the City Secretary at the address stated above or at CityofIrving.
org/TIRZ6. The Project Plan and Financing Plan may be viewed at CityofIrving.org/TIRZ6-Plan. Questions or requests for additional information may 
be directed to Doug Janeway, City of Irving, djaneway@cityofirving.org; 972-721-2790.

Boundaries: Reinvestment Zone Number Six, City of Irving, Texas

The proposed Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone Number Six is located on approximately 998.1 Acres near several major freeways, including State 
Highway 183, State Highway 114, Loop 12, and Spur 482 in the City of Irving. A full description of the boundaries of the proposed Tax Increment 
Reinvestment Zone Six is available at City Hall, the City of Irving, 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas 75060 or at CityofIrving.org/TIRZ6.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING TO DISCUSS
IRVING INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

State Financial Accountability Rating

Irving Independent School District will hold a public meeting at
7:00 P.M., NOVEMBER 14, 2016 in the BOARD ROOM of the

IRVING ISD ADMINISTRATION BUILDING,
2621 W AIRPORT FREEWAY, IRVING, TEXAS  75062.

The purpose of this meeting is to discuss Irving Independent School District’s rating on 
the state’s financial accountability system.

ANALYST CLINICAL INFORMATICS 
SYSTEM: Abbott Diagnostics (division of 
Abbott Labs located in Irving, TX) seeks 
qualified Analyst Clinical Informatics 
System. Master’s degree: Comp Sci, Info 
Systems, Elec. Engg, closely related engg 
concentration w/ 6 mo exp in: (i) definition, 
config & devel of core lab/hospital software 
solutions such as Instrument Manager (IM) 
for designs of intermediate & moderate 
complexity; (ii) applying & interpreting 
standard engg theories, concepts, & 
techniques, & complying w/ regulations, 
& identifying, confirming, & interpreting 
requests into product requiremts for software 
interfaces & middleware apps such as IM & 
Inventory Mgr Solution (IMS); (iii) conducting 
tests, developing preliminary findings for 
review, & tracking, reviewing, generating 
& documenting Verification & Validation 
or characterization related inputs in IM & 
IMS; (iv) determining approp. test methods 
for new parts (e.g., Technical Rationale, 
Specification Review, Performance Testing 
&/or Integrated Testing) to be stored in DP 
&/or similar solutions; & working w/ R&D, 
marketing & third party mfg vendors to ID 
new parts, components, & devices req’d to 
cover new User Needs, product extensions, 
cost reductions, obsolescence, & market 
expansion. An EOE.  Respond by mail to 
Abbott Laboratories, Dept. 32RC, Bldg. 
AP6A, 100 Abbott Park Rd, Abbott Park IL 
60064. Refer to ad code: ABT-00521-KE

SENIOR SOFTWARE
ENGINEER

 
ADT LLC has an opening in Irving, TX for a 
Sr. Software Eng.

Design, exec. & support perf. & load testing of 
software/mobile apps. thrut. Proj. life cycles 
w/n IT arch. Develop Perf/Load Testing 
strategy for Product & Innovation apps. 
& platforms. Develop & deploy integrated 
solutions to enhance, consolidate, & coord. 
val. of perf. & load rqmnts. Lead projects, 
scheduling & coordinating proj. deliverables. 
Determine how existing techs., running 
on multi. platforms, integ. to meet rqmnts. 
Assist in data arch. design to generate 
load reflective of production size & content. 
Liaison w/ outside vendors to coord. code 
devl. and test execution. Provide tech. ldrsp. 
& mentoring to team & drive key projs. Mon. & 
analyze app. behavior thru log level analysis. 
Android & iOS Mobile device testing. Lead 
in prog. design, coding, benchmark testing, 
debugging, & doco; instruct, direct, & validate 
other software developers’ work; mentor & 
guide app. developers. Applies leading edge 
knowledge to drive strategic dir. for bus. in 
partnership w/ Sr. leaders. 
Must possess at least a bachelor’s or its 
equiv. in CS, Comp. Eng. or a rltd. fld. & 
at least 7 yrs. of prog. work exp. as an IT 
Eng/Designer. Must also possess exp. 
w/: off-the-shelf load & perf. testing tools 
(like LoadRunner & Silk) & in designing & 
developing software & scripts to address 
weaknesses; process & data mdlng., arch. 
devl. & IT plng. methodologies; and high 
speed, parallel network testing apps that can 
produce & consume a lrg. Num. of IP network 
msgs. per second.

Fwd resume to Kim Di Fruscia, Sr. Talent 
Acq. Partner, ADT, 1501 Yamato Road, Boca 
Raton, FL 33431.

The CITY OF IRVING, Texas will receive sealed responses in the Purchasing Division, 1st floor, 
835 W. Irving Blvd, until the date and time below and will open responses at the same location 
for the following items: 
 1.  ITB #045M-17F Potable Water Disinfectant
      Due Date: 11/14/16 @ 3:00 p.m. 
 2.  ITB #049M-17F Water Meters
      Due Date: 11/14/16 @ 3:30 p.m. 
 3.  ITB #051M-17F Large Water Meter Parts and Accessories
      Due Date: 11/14/16 @ 4:00 p.m. 
Responses must be received in a sealed envelope with solicitation number and due date on the 
envelope. Late responses cannot be accepted. Information may be found at www.cityofirving.
org click Departments/ Purchasing Phone: 972.721.2631

NOTICE OF MEETING
BUILDING AND STANDARDS 

COMMISSION
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2016

3:30 p.m.
CITY HALL 825 WEST IRVING 

BOULEVARD

WORK SESSION – 3:00 PM – Council 
Conference Room
1  Review of Regular Agenda
2  Review of Staff Procedures
3  Election of Officers
4  Legal Advice By The Commission’s 
Legal Counsel As To The Role, Rules, And 
Jurisdiction Of The Commission And Any 
Item Listed On The Regular Agenda

EXECUTIVE SESSION
  
PUBLIC HEARING – 3:30 PM
Council Chambers
CONSENT  AGENDA
1  Approving the Building and Standards 
Commission Work Session Minutes and the 
Public Hearing Minutes for February 4, 2016
2  Close For Compliance – BSCP1505-0004 - 
1118 Alexander St. – Christiana Trust c/o BSI 
Financial Services, Amador Soto Mejia A/K/A 
Amador M Soto/Esther Soto A/K/A Esther 
Deniz A/K/A 
Esther Deniz-Macias/Ocwen Loan Servicing, 
LLC/Bank of America, N.A./Servis One, Inc. 
dba BSI Financial Services
3  Close For Compliance – BSCP1403-0005 
– 1420 Mayo St. – White Amanda Delores Est 
Of c/o Burl D White
4  Close For Compliance – BSCP1006-0008 
– 808 S Irving Heights – Zook Myron TR & 
Winnie Lou TR

INDIVIDUAL   CONSIDERATION
5  BSCP1603-0001 – 109 E. Northgate 
Dr. – Gentry W Walter Est Of/Loren Patrick 
Gentry/Wilmington Savings Fund Society, FSB 
dba Christiana Trust, trustee for BCAT2015-
14ATT/Wilmington Savings Fund Society, 
FSB dba Christiana Trust, owner trustee of 
the Residential Credit Opportunities Trust III/
Bank of America N.A./American Mortgage 
Investment Partners Management, LLC / 
Selene Finance LP

This facility is wheelchair accessible and 
handicap-parking spaces are available. 
Requests for interpretation services or 
assistive hearing devices must be made 
48 hours prior to the meeting. Contact the 
City Secretary’s Office at (972) 721-2493 or 
(TDD) 1800RELAY TX (1-800-735-2989) for 
assistance.

DEATH NOTICES

(972) 870-1992 
laurier@ramblernewspapers.netOBITUARIES

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Allen Brock Scott - Jul. 27, 1936 - Oct. 19, 2016
Irma Janicek - Aug. 12, 1926 - Oct. 20, 2016
Elizabeth Donn Miller - Nov. 7, 1952 - Oct. 22, 2016

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

Betty Ryals - Sep. 28, 1936 - Oct. 23, 2016
David Chapman - Jul. 5, 1954 - Oct. 24, 2016

EVENT HALL RENTALS
IRVING ELKS LODGE #2334

2015 N. BRITAIN RD., IRVING, TX 75061
PLEASE CALL (972) 579-0005
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

SEATING FOR UP TO 230 PEOPLE, FULL SERVICE BAR.

ACE Cash Express of Irving was 
honored Saturday, Oct. 22, for its 
work with the National Down Syn-
drome Society (NDSS) by receiving 
a 2016 Financial Service Centers of 
America Activa Award for commu-
nity service.

ACE Cash Express raised more 
than $150,000 in support of chil-
dren with Down syndrome and 
NDSS as part of ACE’s annual Give-
A-Little Campaign. The campaign is 
part of the ACE Community Fund, 
its overall corporate giving program, 
that supports organizations that 
help children, support education 
and promote financial literacy, and 
is focused on giving back to commu-
nities where ACE has stores. 

“We are beyond grateful for our 
partnership with ACE Cash Ex-
press,” said Sara Hart Weir, NDSS 
president. “Not only does ACE’s 
support provide NDSS with funds 
to further our important missionof 
being the leading human rights or-
ganization for all individuals with 
Down syndrome, but it also raises 
awareness across the country about 
our organization and the work we 
are doing.”

Chris Brooks, ACE’s northeast re-
gional vice president, accepted the 
award on behalf of ACE, which has 
been a recipient of a FiSCA Activa 
Award numerous times throughout 
the years for its employee-driven 
fundraising efforts.

“Several of our employees, myself 
included, have children with Down 

Ace Cash Express honored
by the National Down

Syndrome Society
syndrome, so being able to be part 
of this campaign means a lot to us,” 
said Brooks, who is also an NDSS 
board member. “The Give-A-Little 
Campaign is a great chance for em-
ployees to raise money for charities 
that they are passionate about, and 
I’m thrilled that our 109 northeast 
locations chose NDSS.”

FiSCA’s Activa Awards program 
honors examples of positive com-
munity involvement activities of its 
members throughout the country. 
FiSCA supports and encourages its 
members to make an investment 
in the communities where they 
do business by giving their time 
through community service and 
money through charitable contribu-
tions. 

“ACE’s Give-A-Little Campaign in 
support of children with Down syn-
drome and the NDSS exemplifies 
an image that serves as a model for 
our industry and the communities 
we serve,” said LeeAnn Thompson, 
FiSCA’s director of member ser-
vices. “Each year, the Activa Awards 
bring greater distinction and a bet-
ter understanding of the pivotal 
role financial service centers play in 
making America’s neighborhoods a 
better place to live and work.”

Since inception, the ACE Com-
munity Fund has donated more 
than $9.7 million to charitable orga-
nizations throughout the nation.

SOURCE ACE Cash Express

Exciting news from the Barbara 
Bush Foundation recently came to 
Lee Elementary School fifth grader, 
Jeampy Mukuna. 

Jeampy was named one of 15 win-
ners in the foundation’s 2016 Dallas 
Celebration of Reading Student Es-
say Contest. Based on Sharon Rob-
inson’s book, The Hero Two Doors 
Down, Jeampy’s winning essay told 
the fictional narrative of what it 
would be like to live next door to his 
hero, Roberto Clemente. 

Jeampy and other student win-
ners were honored at a special VIP 

Essay contest goes to 
Lee Elementary writer

breakfast at AT&T Stadium along-
side the author and representatives 
from the foundation and the Dallas 
Cowboys organization. Each winner 
received a certificate, $100 South-
west Airlines voucher and an auto-
graphed book from the best-selling 
author, who is the daughter of base-
ball legend Jackie Robinson. 

Jeampy is pictured with Lee 
Elementary School Principal An-
gel Rico, teacher Julieta Espinosa 
Gonzalez, and Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Jose Parra.

SOURCE Irving ISD
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Transit Oriented Development 
near DART Rail, like City Line and 
the continued growth in the Cedars 
south of downtown Dallas, is driv-
ing the North Texas economic boom 
with more than $7 billion in eco-
nomic impact from new or planned 
constructionwithin a quarter mile of 
rail stations.

Researchers from the Economics 
Research Group at the University of 
North Texas, led by Michael Carroll, 
Ph.D., also determined this activit-
yin 2014 and 2015 generated more 
than 43,000 jobs resulting in near-
ly $3 billion in wages, salaries and 
benefits. A 2014 study from UNT 
identified $5.3 billion in transit-ori-
ented development near DART Rail 
stations between 1996 and 2013.

“DART, and the projects around 
it, will sustain our continued 
growth,” Carroll said. “This very 
rapid increase in investment and 
development activity around DART 
stations reflects the improvement 
in our regional economy. More im-
portant, this proves the wisdom of 
regional leaders in building a re-
gional transit network like DART.”

The regional economic benefit 
takes many forms. Completed or 
under construction transit-oriented 
development near DART stations 
has already generated $69 million 
in state and local tax revenue. The 
study also projects potential spend-
ing for planned or proposed devel-
opments could produce another 
$160 million in state and local tax 
revenue.

“Increased property values and 
the revenues generated from that 
is another way Dallas and the oth-
er DART cities are benefitting from 
our investment,” Dallas Mayor Mike 
Rawlings said. “DART has created 
new connections to attract develop-
ers to fertile areas for investment. 
We see that transformation in all 
parts of our city and are excited to 

see what’s next.”
Investment paying divi-

dends 
The 93-mile light rail system, the 

nation’s longest, was built at a cost 
of $5.5 billion. The most recent ex-
tension, three miles, connecting a 
renewed Ledbetter Station to the 
campus of the University of North 
Texas Dallas, opened Oct. 24. 

“This study reminds us transpor-
tation is more than a ride from one 
point to another,” DART President/
Executive Director Gary Thomas 
said. “Developers see the benefit. 

That’s why they’re putting their 
money into new live/work/play 
communities close to our stations. 
The value of those projects signifi-
cantly exceeds the regional invest-
ment in rail and they are changing 
the face of our region.”

A development magnet in 
good times and bad

Authors of the 2014 study found 
DART could make substantial con-
tributions to regional economic 
health even when the area experi-
enced an economic downturn not 
seen since the Great Depression of 

Rail-connected development driving regional growth
the 1930s. 

“Even through difficult econom-
ic times, DART has demonstrated 
its ability to boost the North Texas 
economy through its daily opera-
tions, capital spending and attract-
ing private investment,” said Terry 
L. Clower, Ph.D., principal author of 
the 2014 study and now director of 
the Center for Regional Analysis at 
George Mason University.

But the authors of the 2016 study 
believe the regional environment 
has fully recovered noting, “The 
region is one of the fastest growing 

nationwide in terms of population 
and continues to be the destination 
for corporate relocations.” To prove 
the point, they identified 11 projects 
in various stages of development, in 
all parts of the DART Service Area, 
with a total economic impact of 
$5.1 billion for the region. The list 
of projects includes development 
of the Dallas High School site near 
Pearl Station, an expanded South-
west Airlines Training Facility, and 
Northshore and the Irving Enter-
tainment District in Las Colinas.

SOURCE Dallas Area Rapid Transit 

The Nimitz High School tennis teams defeated MacArthur to qualify for a school record fourth consecutive trip to the playoffs, held Oct. 20 in Waco. 
Seniors Jonathan Reyes and Enzzo Cantererro both were undefeated on the day, while junior John Tran won a crucial match in singles. The girls’ dou-

bles team of seniors Olive Alexander and Madison Gomez completed a fantastic fall season with a record of 10-1, heading into the spring season regionally 
ranked. This is a special group of seniors who can say they never missed playoffs while playing in three different district alignments.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Nimitz Tennis advances to playoffs

Concerned about paying for col-
lege, Gayda Mohamed set out to 
apply for whatever scholarships she 
was eligible for as a middle school 
student. 

“I want to make it as easy as pos-
sible for my parents,” said Gayda, 
an eighth grader at Houston Mid-
dle School. “So I just got online 
and started searching.” One search 
led to the award of a $1,000 schol-
arship through the School Band 
& Orchestra scholarship contest. 
Gayda’s essay was selected a winner 
from a field of several thousand sub-
missions.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Middle school student 
earns scholarship

Summit Electric Supply has 
moved its Dallas service center into 
a massive distribution warehouse in 
Irving that was previously occupied 
by Nabisco Grocery. 

The 119,000-square-foot facili-
ty on W. Royal Lane has 110,000 
square feet of warehouse space, 
enabling Summit to offer expanded 
inventory availability to diverse cus-
tomer segments and strengthen the 
company’s market presence. The 
location also has a 22,000-square-
foot building expansion and sizable 
outdoor storage.

DART police receive free home security systems
More than 300 Dallas Area Rap-

id Transit (DART) police officers, 
fare enforcement officers and staff 
received free home monitoring de-
vices Friday, Oct. 21, as part of a 
national Protect the Protectors cam-
paign by State Farm, and Canary.

Started in 2015, Protect the Pro-
tectors identifies first responders 
across the country and donates Ca-
nary devices for use in their homes.

“Thousands of Americans wake 
up and go to work to protect the 
people in their community each 
day,” John Carter, Canary head of 
communications, said. “To keep us 
safe, they put their lives on the line. 
To pay them back, we wanted to 
help keep their homes and families 

safe while they’re on the job.”
During the ceremony at DART 

Police Headquarters, the two com-
panies presented the free home 
monitoring devices to all DART po-
lice personnel, then showed them 
how to set up and use the new de-
vices.

“We were happy to be a part of 
this today, especially since so many 
of our employees ride DART buses 
and trains,” State Farm spokesman 
Chris Pilcic said. “Protect the Pro-

tectors gives us a chance to show 
that we support what these remark-
able men and women do for us.”

The Canary security device will 
connect the homes of DART police 
personnel, the first in North Texas 
to receive them, to an iPhone or iPad 
for quick monitoring. Two cameras 
will take 145-degree video inside the 
home and activate when there is any 
motion, activity or a change in tem-
perature, humidity or air quality. 

SOURCE Dallas Area Rapid Transit

With convenient accessibility 
from several major roadways, the 
new Irving service center will help 
position Summit for future growth 
in the region and allow associates 
to provide greater customer and 
project support from a centralized 
location. The facility includes a large 
counter sales floor, flexible office 
space, and immense warehouse ca-
pacity nearly three times the size of 
Summit’s former Dallas service cen-
ter. 

Summit’s design plan for the 
facility included environmental 

upgrades for increased energy effi-
ciency and sustainability. New LED 
lighting and high-efficiency HVAC 
systems were installed through-
out, and Summit used low volatile 
organic compound (VOC) paints, 
adhesives, and finishes as well as 
GreenCircle Certified carpets and 
recyclable materials to help reduce 
the company’s environmental im-
pact.

The address for the new Irving 
service center is 3551 W. Royal 
Lane, Irving, Texas 75063. 

SOURCE Summit Electric Supply

Summit Electric Supply moves
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings are 
limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location 
and time. If an organization wishes to have more in-
formation than the free listing offers, we will continue 
to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Buttons & Bows Square 

& Round Dance Club 
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
DFW Scroller Saw Club

Last Saturday of each month
9:30 AM to 11:30 AM

Georgia Farrow Rec Center 530 Davis St.
www.dfwscrollers.net / 214-995-9270

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thursday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain

www.irvingarc.org
Irving AMBUCS

Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.
at Spring Creek BBQ

 Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Second Tuesday each month @ 7:30 P.M.

132 E. Second St. Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS

* It was Bulgarian-French philosopher 
Tzvetan Todorov who made the following 
sage observation: “We should not be 
simply fighting evil in the name of good, but 
struggling against the certainties of people 
who claim always to know where good and 
evil are to be found.”

* As Halloween approaches, it’s interesting 
to note that in 16 states, you won’t pay taxes 
on the candy you buy for trick-or-treaters; 
for tax purposes, candy is categorized 
as groceries. Of course, there’s room for 
debate over what qualifies as candy; breath 
mints and gum are usually included, along 
with the obvious -- chocolate bars, hard 
candies and such. The tax code can get 
even more detailed than that, though; for 

instance, in Florida (which taxes candy but not groceries), 
marshmallows are tax-exempt, but marshmallow candies are 
not.

* The seahorse is the only animal whose head is positioned at 
a right angle to its body. 

* Recently retired sportscaster Vin Scully served 67 seasons 
as the play-by-play announcer for the Dodgers -- starting in 
Brooklyn in 1950, then moving with the team to Los Angeles in 
1958 -- making him the longest-tenured broadcaster with with a 
single team in the history of professional sports. Over the years 
he’s had many fans, including Chris Carter, creator of the long-
running TV series “The X Files.” One of the main characters, 
Dana Scully (played by actress Gillian Anderson), was named 
for the sportscaster. 

* In William Shakespeare’s day, the sound of thunder often was 
described as a “rounce-robble-hobble.”

1. LANGUAGE: What is the meaning of the 
Greek prefix “xeno”?
2. GEOGRAPHY: Gotland Island is located 
in what body of water?
3. MEASUREMENTS: What does a micron 
measure?

4. MOVIES: Who was the Oscar-winning director of the movie “Deer 
Hunter”?
5. LITERATURE: In which U.S. state was the writer Eudora Welty 
born?
6. MUSIC: Who wrote the song “Raindrops Keep Falling on My Head”?
7. MOVIES: What movie featured the line, “Hasta la vista, baby”?
8. PSYCHOLOGY: What is a fear of books called?
9. HISTORY: Who was the first U.S. astronaut to fly into space twice?
10. FOOD & DRINK: What food is eaten traditionally in the United 
Kingdom on the day before Ash Wednesday?

Answers
1. Foreigner or stranger
2. Baltic Sea
3. Length
4. Michael Cimino
5. Mississippi
6. Burt Bacharach and Hal David
7. “Terminator 2: Judgment Day”
8. Bibliophobia
9. Gus Grissom
10. Pancake
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WORSHIP

UNITY CHURCH
Unity of Irving

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class

11:00 AM Service
& Children’s Church

Reverend Frank Pounders
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-5083

unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third,  75060

972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Second and fourth Sundays

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
First Church of Christ, Scientist

2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 75061
972-253-7202

www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-0476

access code 884879
For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.
972-790-8606 

www.BeltLineChurch.com

972-870-1992

AUTHORS
Continued from Page 1

425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor
For take out call 972-253-7335

Hours: Mon - Fri 5:30 am - 3:30 pm Sat - Sun 7 am - 3:30 pm

Visit our other locations
WATAUGA

5912 Denton Hwy.
Metro 817-498-7079

MANSFIELD
310 Mitchell Rd.

Metro 817-477-3383

Sugar, Spice & 
Twice as Nice
Taking orders for 
Thanksgiving Pie 
starting Nov. 1

Closed 
Thanksgiving Day

celebrate some mediocrity and call 
it a day. 

Professor Langdon (Tom Hanks) 
has awakened in a hospital with a 
head trauma that makes the last 
several days a blur. He has no idea 
how he has ended up where he is 
and can barely remember his name. 
But there is no time to recuperate as 
he and his attending physician Dr. 
Sienna Brooks (Felicity Jones) are 
immediately on the run. They can’t 
trust anyone and must rely solely on 
specific clues - all revolving around 
Dante’s Inferno - to help them sur-
vive. If they fail to figure it all out, 
the entire world’s population will be 
at risk. That much is easy to under-
stand. 

The rest of the script is a convo-
luted mish-mash of random charac-
ters, organizations, and spy games. 
Luckily the action is intense and the 
adventure never lulls. This keeps the 
audience from having to spend too 
much time figuring things out. By 
the time you conjure up what ques-
tion you want to ask, a new set of 
vague plots are introduced; so you 
move on. Once the smoke clears, 

MOVIE REVEIW: Inferno allows us to appreciate mediocrity
By Matt Mungle 
Synopsis: When Robert Langdon 
wakes up in an Italian hospital with 
amnesia, he teams up with Dr. Sien-
na Brooks, and together they must 
race across Europe against the clock 
to foil a deadly global plot. 
Review: The good news is that Infer-
no doesn’t suck. The studio should 
take that as a positive review. The 
third installment in the Langdon 
trilogy would have driven head first 
into the fiery pits of hell had it not 
been for a few key elements, so let’s 

you sort of understand what hap-
pened and who was zooming who, 
but it doesn’t help with the ques-
tions gathered along the way. You 
shrug your shoulders, say “ok,” and 
agree that all in all it didn’t suck.

The before mentioned action is 
one key to why the film isn’t horri-
ble. It picks up the pace early and 
never slows down. It feels like a Ja-
son Bourne or Bond film in the way 
it offers up the chase scenes and 
fighting. Ron Howard directs these 
moments expertly and the film looks 
fantastic. Like the films before it 
(and a little taste of movies like Na-
tional Treasure) you get to see a lot 
of art and learn some historic trivia 
about Europe. The architecture and 
old world elements add depth to the 
shots. 

Another benefit is the character 
of Langdon. He is a smart dude and 
it is fun to watch him figure things 
out. Hanks reprises the role, and 
most will admit, that it is hard not to 
like old Tom. Felicity Jones has just 
as much screen time and is a solid 
co-star for Hanks. You like her char-
acter, and the two of them move well 

together. 
What fails is the story. Would 

reading the book first help? Maybe. 
It might aid in understanding orga-
nizational motives better. That said, 
the script may not follow the book as 
closely as fans would like. The fran-
chise has a reputation of making 
up stuff along the way and totally 
changing the endings. I doubt this 
one is faithful to the written word 
completely. 

If you want wall to wall action and 
a strong dose of Hanks’ character 
then you will be happy. If you can 
overlook a lot of convenient scenar-
ios and unresolved conflict, that will 
help too. If you want a movie that 

simply doesn’t suck; then bingo. 
This is it. 

Inferno is rated PG-13 for se-
quences of action and violence, dis-
turbing images, some language, the-
matic elements and brief sensuality. 
It is best suited for those over 16 and 
actually only adults will gravitate to 
the themes and characters. There is 
little to hold the interest of younger 
viewers. Also the imagery and depic-
tions of Dante’s hell are quite scary 
and intense. The imagery will stick 
with you for sure. 

I give it 3 out of 5 head wounds. I 
didn’t hate it but found little to rem-
inisce about afterwards. 

their lives like the gentlemen who 
spoke today,” he said.

Moore and Thorne went into 
depth sharing the story of a chicken 
by the name of Cocky, who happens 
to be the USC Gamecocks’ mascot, 
as he goes on a journey to discover 
the greatness within himself. The 
two former Gamecocks shared col-
orfully illustrated pages from the 
book while telling their story of 
their past experiences in life and on 
the football field while playing un-
der the legendary Lou Holtz, before 
opening up the floor to questions.

“The students were definitely so 
articulate and respectful,” Thorn 
said. “Their overall intelligence was 

very high. Those things are all good 
things to keep with them, so they 
can be successful for the rest of their 
lives, because sometimes you know 
those attributes get lost in the sauce 
a little bit.”

Moore and Thorne took two years 
to write and release #JustaChick-
en in the summer of 2015, through 
Mascot books. The authors plan to 
follow up with a sequel.

“We have another one that we’re 
working on right now,” Thorne said. 
“We’re working on it, waiting on our 
illustrator to get freed up. We’ll see. 
We don’t have any release dates or 
anything, but we’re working on an-
other one.” 

DALLAS -- Niche neighborhoods 
and economic diversity are driving 
forces behind the strong showing of 
this year’s top ten U.S. cities, accord-
ing to Emerging Trends in Real Es-
tate® 2017, released by PwC US and 
the Urban Land Institute (ULI).

Austin, Texas, wins “Top City,” 
thanks to its authentic, niche neigh-
borhoods and depth of economic 
diversity, from manufacturing to 
education, health care and technol-
ogy. Construction labor shortages 
and the rapid spread of digitization 
throughout the industry are also 
playing key roles in fueling 2017 real 
estate trends, along with “Optional-
ity,” the multi-purposing of in-de-
mand spaces.

“Viewed as a fluke when it hit the 
study’s top ten list 5 years ago, Aus-
tin’s rise to the top of the list signals 
the durability of the city’s long-term 
appeal to investors,” said Mitch 
Roschelle, PwC Partner and Real 
Estate Research Leader.  “Austin, 
along with many of this year’s top 10 
cities, boasts attractive, niche neigh-
borhoods and a vibrant, diverse 
economy.”

“This year’s report shows that 
there are opportunities stemming 
from a shift in how, where, and when 
people work,” ULI Global Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Patrick L. Phillips 
said. “One of the trends leading to 
new opportunities is multi-purpos-
ing of commercial space. We’re see-
ing different types of tenants using 
the same space for different uses at 
different times of the day, particu-
larly in tight markets. Buildings with 
open, flexible space have a competi-
tive advantage.”  

Top Trends: Niche Neighbor-
hoods & Economic Diversity: Mar-
ket characteristics such as authentic, 
niche neighborhoods with strong 
economic diversity are driving 
growth outside of gateway markets. 
The attractiveness to both workers 
and employers alike is supporting 
real estate growth.

Labor Shortages: Construction 
labor shortages are driving up con-
struction costs and stretching out 
project timelines, directly impacting 
availability of affordable real estate 
across all residential sectors.

“Optionality” - A new driving force 
landlords can use to protect revenue 
potential by allowing multiple uses 
of the same space at different times, 

and permitting tenants to use only 
the space they need when they need 
it. For example, an office by day and 
a party/event venue by night.

Digitization & Transparency: The 
digitization of real estate is revolu-
tionizing the industry by improving 
accuracy, transaction speed and 
transparency, which in turn is fuel-
ing an “auto-correcting” real estate 
cycle.  Rising property prices slow-
ing transaction volumes while new 
supply remains under control is 
holding off the traditional “boom/
bust” of previous cycles.

Top 10 Cities in Emerging Trends 
in Real Estate® 2017: 1) Austin, 
TX, 2) Dallas/Fort Worth, TX, 3) 
Portland, OR, 4) Seattle, WA, 5) 
Los Angeles, CA, 6) Nashville, TN, 
7) Raleigh/Durham, NC, 8) Orange 
County, CA, 9) Charlotte, NC, 10) 
San Francisco, CA.

Dropping out of the top 10 mar-
ket ranking this year are Atlanta, 
GA and Denver, CO due to concerns 
that new supply may be getting 
ahead of demand. Despite the drop, 
both markets remain in the top 20. 

Top 5 Markets to Watch and Why:
Columbus – A major university 

town, Columbus is seeing a surge in 
entrepreneurial activity.  

Richmond – The “hip factor” of 
downtown Richmond is on the rise.  

Pittsburgh – Emerging tech and 
other startups are flocking to Pitts-
burgh because of the access to tal-
ent from nearby universities and a 
4 percent lower-than-the-nation-
al-average cost of doing business. 

Charleston – The Charles-
ton economy is hitting on all cyl-
inders with strong demographic 
growth and expanding technology, 
manufacturing and transportation 
industries.  

Salt Lake City – Salt Lake City is 
benefitting from a unique synergy 
between financial services and tech-
nology firms.  

Now in its 38th year, Emerging 
Trends in Real Estate® is one of the 
most highly regarded annual indus-
try outlooks for the real estate and 
land use industry. It includes inter-
views and survey responses from 
more than 1,800 leading real estate 
experts, including investors, fund 
managers, developers, property 
companies, lenders, brokers, advis-
ers and consultants.

SOURCE Urban Land Institute

Niche neighborhoods,
economics drive real estate
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By Susan Edgley
With marching season in full 

swing, the Coppell High School 
Band has been competing in back 
to back marching contests in Octo-
ber, earning trophies and glowing 
reviews. 

In Region 31 UIL Marching Con-
test held at Pennington Field on 
Oct. 18, Coppell achieved a Division 
I rating, earning a 24th consecutive 
UIL Marching Sweepstakes Award. 
As a result, Coppell will advance to 
the area contest which will be held 
on Oct. 29.

At the Plano East Marching Invi-
tational (PEMI) preliminary round, 
held at John Clark Stadium on Oct. 
15, Coppell won the 6A caption 
awards for best Winds and Guard, 
and placed 2nd in Class 6A. Coppell 
went on to win 2nd place overall in 
the finals competition, and achieved 
the highest point total for Guard. 

“The students’ level of confidence 
and the will to succeed are defi-
nitely showing on the field,” said 
Adrian Caswell, Associate Director 
of Bands. “They are making a shift 
from worrying about making a mis-
take to believing in themselves and 
performing their best. Rehearsals, 
repetitions, and gaining positive af-
firmations are contributing to their 
momentum.”

Coppell High School Band 
wins UIL marching award

Color Guard Director, Matthew 
Rummel, is proud of the Coppell 
Guard and the hard work and dedi-
cation that led to the PEMI6A Guard 
win in prelims and the overall win in 
finals. 

“While winning is never our ob-
jective, it is a great vote of confi-
dence that our students are on the 
right track,” Rummel said. “There 
was fierce competition that night 
with a few of the best guards in the 
state. To be compared to them in 
any way is a gigantic accomplish-
ment for Coppell. It was a team ef-
fort and couldn’t have come to frui-
tion without the support of the band 
directors, parents, and band booster 
association.” 

Coppell’s 2016 marching show, 
“Now I See,” is both musically and 
visually compelling. Audiences have 
responded with enthusiastic praise 
and applause. Musical selections 
include “Amazing Grace” by John 
Newton, “Savannah River Holiday” 
by Ron Nelson, “It Is Well With My 
Soul” by Phillip Bliss, “107 Steps” by 
Bjork, and “Finale from the Organ 
Symphony” by Camille Saint-Saens.

The show title “Now I See” is 
based on the last line of Newton’s 
“Amazing Grace: I once was lost but 
now am found, was blind but now, 

I see. 
“Our perception of the world 

is our reality, but can different cir-
cumstances alter that perception?” 
Rummel asked.

Coppell’s marching program this 
year is comprised of four move-
ments. Movement I, “Rose-Col-
ored”, is a reference to seeing the 
world through rose-colored glasses.

“Everything from the colors to the 
choice we made in our music selec-
tion demonstrates a world that is 
rosy and bright,” Rummel said.

Movement II, “Windows to the 
Soul”, allows an inner reflection 
through the phrase, eyes are the 
windows to the soul.

“We went with an emotional 
hymn, “It Is Well With My Soul”, 
based on the music of Phillip Bliss,” 
Rummel said.

Movement III, “Blinded”, refer-
ences not only physical blindness, 
but other things people blind them-
selves from that allow perception to 
lead to a different reality, than what 
it may actually be.

“The music selection is a depar-
ture for Coppell from the norm of 
what is musically programmed,” 
Rummel said. “It is meant to be 
shocking, and in the case of one mu-
sical note on the score, a little gro-
tesquely loud. The colors are muted 
and accented with numbers to refer-
ence a person counting their steps 
through life. This contrasts dramati-
cally with the finale.”

Movement IV, “Now I See,” is the 
finale. The lenses in the back of the 
large glasses will fall away and vi-
brant blue eyes will appear. 

“For me personally,” Rummel 
said, “I was inspired by Mahatma 
Gandhi’s saying, ‘Be the change that 
you wish to see in the world.’ One 
can see the world through rose-col-
ored glasses, or be blinded by hate 
and fear, but in the end, we can all 
be the change we want to see and do 
our part to make the world a better 
place.”

November 1, 2016
6:30pm at:

Spring Creek BBQ 3514 W. Airport Fwy.

-------CALLING ALL REPUBLICANS-------

For more information call Margaret Lopez 214-402-8000

Greater Irving Republican Club invites you to:

Judge Bill Metzger speaker.
Candidate Rally

The Coppell High School Band performs their 2016 show “Now I See” at the Region 31 
UIL Marching Contest.  / Photo by Susan Edgley


