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Pending inclement weather or schedule changes, South-
Gate Constructors is scheduled to partially demolish portions 
of the Esters Rd. bridge over SH 183 this weekend. This work 
will require a weekend closure of westbound SH 183 and then 
eastbound SH 183 under the Esters Rd. bridge. East and west-
bound SH 183 will not be closed at the same time.

Full westbound SH 183 closure:
Time of closure: 10 p.m. on Friday, November 4 to 

mid-morning on Saturday, November 5.
Associated closures: Up to two eastbound SH 183 mainlanes un-

der Esters Rd. and north and southbound Esters Rd. over SH 183. 
Full eastbound SH 183 closure:

Time of closure: 10 p.m. on Saturday, November 5 to 
mid-morning on Sunday, November 6.

Associated closures: 
Up to two westbound SH 183 mainlanes under Esters Rd.
North and southbound Esters Rd. over SH 183.
Northbound SH 161 (PGBT) ramp to eastbound SH 183.
Southbound SH 161 (PGBT) ramp to eastbound SH 183.
Detour: Drivers are encouraged to use the following detours:
East and westbound SH 183 under Esters Rd.
Northbound Esters Rd. over SH 183.
Southbound Esters Rd. over SH 183.
Southbound SH 161 (PGBT) ramp to eastbound SH 183.
Northbound SH 161 (PGBT) ramp to eastbound SH 183.
The 28-mile Midtown Express project (SH 183 Managed 

Lanes Project) is expected to improve mobility by expanding 
SH 183 from SH 121 in Euless to Interstate (I) 35E in Dallas, as 
well as SH 114 from SH 183 to SH 121/International Parkway 
and a portion of Loop 12 from SH 183 to I-35E. The $847 million 
project includes design, reconstruction and rehabilitation of 
deteriorating roadways and the addition of toll managed lanes.  
For more information, visit the project’s website: www.drive-
midtown.com, or call the toll-free hotline 844-418-3114. The 
Midtown Express Project can also be found on Twitter (@
DriveMidtown) and Facebook (drivemidtown). There is also a 
new free mobile app which can be downloaded by searching 
“Midtown Express” in the Apple of Google stores. 

SOURCE SouthGate Constructors

By Matthew Pedersen
At its roots, Irving is an in-

credibly diverse community, 
and this diversity opens up all 
kinds of opportunities. One 
such opportunity is the Dallas 
Bachata Festival, a three day 
event which celebrates a wide 
range of musical and dance 

By Matthew Pedersen
The leadership of the Ir-

ving Independent School 
District hosted a huge event 
dedicated to honoring some 
of their most talented and 
dedicated staff members. 
With thirty-eight educators 
stepping into the public eye 
for outstanding achievement, 
Irving ISD brought together 
faculty, students, and par-
ents at the MacArthur High 
School Auditorium on Tues-
day, Oct. 25, to recognize 
their accomplishments and to 
reward them for all the hard 
work they have provided over 
the past year.

Magda Hernandez, As-
sociate Superintendent of 
Human Resources and Sup-
port Services for Irving ISD, 
explained the purpose of the 

was designed to make 10 spe-
cial girls feel like princesses 
for a day to prepare them for 
their trips to Disneyland or 
Disney World. 

“They will be going to Dis-
ney sponsored by Make a 
Wish,” Ashley Amerman,Di-
rector of Program Services 
for the Make-A-Wish Foun-
dation, said. “Some of them 
are leaving in a couple of 
weeks and others are leaving 
in a couple of months. This is 

styles from Latin America 
and the Caribbean. Attracting 
hundreds of dance enthu-
siasts and couples, ranging 
from beginners who wanted 
to learn about Bachata to ex-
perts who have been dancing 
for years, the Oct. 28-30 fes-
tival provided great fun for 
dancers with a wide spectrum 

of skills.
“It’s a fantastic dance 

event,” Jorge Elizondo, the 
Director of the Bachata Fes-
tival, said. “It’s eight years 
running. We’ve moved from 
downtown Dallas to Irving 
this time, but it’s still in the 
Dallas area, so we still call it 
the Dallas Bachata Festival. 
It’s grown tremendously. 
We’re at 800 people to 1,000. 
Tonight’s the big night; we’re 
going to have a Halloween 
party tonight, which we’ve 
done every year. It’s a fantas-
tic party.

“This event focuses on 
learning and dancing. We’ve 
got over 15 instructors from 
all over the US; we have 100 
hours of classes before taking 
classes for three days, danc-
ing for four nights. We dance 
until six in the morning, so 
nonstop, 24 hours for three 
days,” he said.

Luis Loredo, one of the 

instructors working with the 
Bachata Festival, talked about 
how it felt to participate in the 
event, and the diversity of the 
crowd who attended.

“It feels great; I’m having a 
lot of fun,” Loredo said. “This 
was actually the first festival I 

came to, about six years ago. 
This is where I evolved, got to 
know everyone else, and now 
I travel all across the States. 
As you can see, we come from 
all walks of life, all types of 
ethnic backgrounds. We’re 
just here, enjoying each oth-

er, enjoying each other’s love 
of the dance.”

Cynthia Mendez, anoth-
er instructor who partnered 
with Loredo for a Bacha-
ta-Zouk Fusion dance class, 

Highway 183 
to be closed

Dallas Bachata Festival teaches dance to everyone

Educators recognized at 
Teacher of the Year ceremony

Teacher of the Year event.
“The Teacher of the Year is 

a celebration. Every year we 
honor teachers from every 
school and every location,” 
Hernandez said. “The teach-
ers go through a nomination 
process on their campus, 
so their colleagues submit a 
nomination for them. Then, 
once the nominations are 
submitted, they go through 
a ballot. It’s all voted through 
on campuses, so they’re voted 
on as Teacher of the Year by 
their colleagues.”

Even among teachers who 
have stood out because of 
their efforts, there are still 
some who rise above to serve 
as shining examples of ex-
cellence in education. These 
stellar educators were hon-
ored with the title of District 

Teachers of the Year, and As-
sociate Superintendent Her-
nandez talked about these 
teachers who were selected 
for this prestigious award.

“I’ll actually be honoring 

and recognizing the District 
Teachers of the Year,” Her-
nandez said. “Out of those se-
lected teachers, they can sub-
mit an application if they’re 

Special dresses help little girls 
learn to be princesses for trip
By Vaughnz-zel Lloyd 

The Make a Wish Founda-
tion of North Texas partnered 
with Noah’s Event Venues for 
the first time on Saturday, 
Oct. 29. The magical event 

what we consider as an en-
hancement event for them 
to be able to get excited and 
start the anticipation toward 
the wish they are going to re-
ceive. Soon they will get to go 
and see Cinderella’s Castle, 
and meet all the princesses, 
and stuff like that.” 

Noah’s Event Venue, 
which is typically respon-
sible for hosting wedding’s 
and corporate events, decid-
ed that instead of disposing 

of their damaged specialty 
linens and satin tablecloths, 
they would use them to make 
princess dresses for Make A 
Wish Foundation kids.

The company provided ev-
erything for the princesses 
from their outfits, complete 
with tiaras and wands to the 
food, backdrops for pictures, 
and also the volunteer Disney 
princesses who entertained 

Taking some time for girl talk, Cinderella (Alanna Self), Estrella (3) and Emily Jaramillo (8) discuss some of the 
finer points of being a princess. / Photo by John Starkey

Feeling the beat, dancers enjoy the warm Texas weather during an October pool party hosted by the Dallas 
Bachata Festival. / Photo by John Starkey
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Veterans Day
Ceremony

Come out and support
Our Veterans!

Live patriotic music,
Refreshments and much more.

HONOR A LOVED ONE
PURCHASE A GRANITE BLOCK

Call Bob Moffatt at 972-259-6889

Friday, November 11, 2016 at 11 a.m.
Irving Public Library Central Branch Auditorium
All Branches of the Military will be honored.

WE HAVE THE BEST

Come see the all the 
great fall and  Christmas 
decor.   Best and biggest 
selection of trees, lights, 
Mark Roberts, orna-
ments anywhere.

HW
844-835-6725

2819 W 15th St, Plano, TX 75075
www.holidaywarehouse.com
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
“Chicago”: A Musical Vaudeville
November 4 - 19
MainStage opens its 2016-17 season with 
“Chicago,” the longest-running American 
musical in Broadway history and Tony 
Award winner for Best Revival of a Musical. 
In the Roaring Twenties Chicago, chorus 
girl Roxie Hart murders a faithless lover 
and convinces her hapless husband Amos 
to take the rap ... until he finds out he’s 
been duped and turns on Roxie. Convicted 
and sent to death row, Roxie and another 
“Merry Murderess” Velma Kelly, vie for 
the spotlight and the headlines, ultimately 
joining forces in search of the “American 
Dream” – fame, fortune and acquittal. This 
sharp-edged satire features a dazzling score 
that sparked immortal staging by Bob Fosse. 
It’s guns, girls, gossip and all that jazz! 
Complete Show Schedule: Nov. 4 and 5 | 
7:30 p.m. Nov. 6 | 2:30 p.m. Nov. 11 and 12 
| 7:30 p.m.

Irving Heritage House
November 6, 3 to 5pm 
Visitors to the Irving Heritage House will 
receive a complimentary copy of the book 
“From Rails to Wings” by local historian 
Norma Stanton. This photo/history book 
has become a treasured keepsake for Irving 
families.
The Irving Heritage House, located at 303 
South O’Connor. Admission is free and 
docent led tours are offered at 3pm and 
4pm. Built in 1912, this Recorded Texas 
Historic Landmark provides a glimpse of 
one of Irving’s early families and their home. 

British Invasion! Lone Star Youth 
Orchestra
November 9, 7 - 9 PM 
The Lone Star Youth Orchestra opens its 
2016-17 season at Carpenter Hall with 
a British Invasion. Come along as they 
sail “across the pond” and explore works 
by English composers such as Holst and 
Vaughan Williams, rounding out the evening 
with selections from Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 
ever-popular “The Phantom of the Opera.”

Blood Drive 
November 10
10am to 3pm  - 3:00pm 
The City of Irving is sponsoring a blood drive 
in the third floor Training Room at City Hall, 
825 W. Irving Blvd. The public is invited to 
join city staff in helping the American Red 
Cross meet the needs of local patients. 
Walk-ins are welcome, but individuals are en-
couraged to make a donation appointment. 
The need for blood is constant, and only 
volunteer donors can fulfill that need for 
patients in the community. Nationwide, 
someone needs a unit of blood every two 
to three seconds, and most people will 
have a need for blood within their lifetime. 

Veterans Day Ceremony
November 11, 11 AM - 1 PM 
The Irving Veterans Memorial Park Com-
mittee will host a Veterans Day program 
in the former Central Library auditorium, 
801 W. Irving Blvd. with music, moments of 
reflection by military personnel and remarks 
by city officials. Following, attendees will 
convene at Veterans Memorial Park, 644 
Rock Island Road, to affix a wreath to the 
Wall of Commemoration.

The Irving Silvertones Choir is 
preparing for the upcoming season 
of music. 

This nonprofit organization is 
made up of volunteers from the 
city’s community. The Silvertones 
has grown since its inception in 
1985. They have performed a se-
ries of musical presentations to the 
Lions Club, nursing homes, retire-
ment homes as well as retired inde-
pendent school teachers organiza-
tions. 

The Silvertones invite you to come 
and unite with us in celebrating and 
honoring our veterans and military 
personnel. Our program begins at 7 
p.m. at the Oak View Baptist Church 
located at 1004 S. Story Road, Ir-
ving, Texas 75060. Come and cele-
brate the “brave” men and women 
who have given so much, even their 
life, so that we Americans can re-
main free in our homeland “Amer-
ica.”

Silvertones Choir to honor 
veterans, military personnel

By Vaughn-zel Lloyd
Hundreds of families and friends 

gathered late Saturday afternoon, 
Oct. 29, to enjoy an evening of live 
music, food, and fireworks at the 
Four Seasons Resort.

Cool October festivities raise money for local hospital
“The most important thing for 

us [at Cool October] is community 
awareness,” Public Relations Direc-
tor for the Four Seasons Resort, Vail 
Tolbert, said. “We have this outdoor 
concert that’s open to the public, 

so people can come out and learn 
about this not for profit hospital 
[Baylor Scott and White – Irving] 
down the road. It relies on philan-
thropy and people contributing to 
help purchase the things they might 

need to help save lives. We are very 
passionate about early detection of 
cancer, so that’s why we chose to 
give our donation to them for cancer 
services.” 

Around 300 people were in at-

tendance on the Four Seasons golf 
course to enjoy a number of activi-
ties including music from the band 
Petty Theft and a chili cook off com-

Through their Cool October efforts, the Four Seasons Resort and Club was able to present the Irving Healthcare Foundation with a 
check for $135,000 to be used to purchase equipment that will help save lives. Pictured left to right are: Paul Earnest, director of golf; 
Dirk Burghartz, general manager; John Drake, president of the Irving Healthcare Foundation; Cindy Schamp, president of Baylor Scott 
& White Irving; Robin Scott , athletic director; Vail Tolbert, director of public relations. / Courtesy Photo
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Ralphi
Hi! I'm Ralphi and I'm looking for my forever home. As you can tell 

from the info next to my picture, I'm about 1 ½ years old and a male. 
They say I'm a Chihuahua mix, but whoever Mom mixed with, it defi-
nitely wasn't a Chihuahua. I mean, just look at my legs! No way are 
those Chihuahua legs. Those legs were made for running and that is 

Grover
 Helllloooo there! My 

name is Melinda, and I'm a gal on 
the go! I have lots to do so I don't 
have time for kitten antics. I pre-
fer the company of intelligent, 

thoughtful grown up cats. I do, however, love all humans big or small. 
I'm almost 2 years old! Man, how time flies. I'm an accomplished snug-
gler, and I love hanging out and discussing literature and other high-
brow topics. Let's be grown-ups together! 

what I love to do. Flat out. Full blast. Given my love of 
running, I could sure use a home with a nice backyard 
where I can run as much as I'd like to.

If you think that I may be just the dog for you, come 
over and visit me. I'll be looking forward to seeing you.

BACHATA
Continued from Page 1

talked about how it felt teaching 
new students who are interested in 
the various forms of dance taught at 
the Bachata Festival.

“It’s very enjoyable to take some-
thing you love a lot and share it 
with people who are also passionate 
about it as well,” Mendez said.

Jorge Elizondo, when speaking 
about why the festival moved to Ir-
ving this year, mentioned that the 
Sheraton DFW Hotel, where the 
festival was held, was incredibly ac-
commodating.

“The hotel is wonderful, and 
they’re willing to work with me,” 
Elizondo said. “Finding a hotel that 
can accommodate dancers until six 
in the morning is very difficult. This 
hotel was open arms from day one. 
The DFW Sheraton in Irving, they’re 
fantastic. They’ve been doing a great 
job, the venue’s great, and people 
are loving it.” 

Elizondo also mentioned what de-
fines Bachata dancing, and how long 
he has been working to share it with 
the wider world.

“Bachata is from the Domini-
can Republic, and I’ve been push-
ing Bachata in the US for the past 

twelve years,” Elizondo said. “We 
took a dance that was native from 
the Dominican Republic, it’s a very 
local, family dance, usually passed 
on from family to family. We took 
it, and we taught everyone, and the 
dance has evolved. We basically 
said, ‘we’re not going to have any 
limits,’ so we’ve blended various 
dances to come up with a very sexy, 
very creative dance.”

Elizondo went on to explain that 
Bachata can be performed in a di-
verse number of ways that allows 
anyone to do it.

“The beauty, the passion, and 
the sensuality of it. And again, you 
have the traditional style, which is 
different,” Elizondo said. “There’s 
more footwork, more creativity with 
how your feet interpret the music. 
There’s so many different styles. 
Some people like to dance close, 
some like to dance open, some like 
to do very sexy body movements. 
It’s about connecting on many lev-
els, emotionally, physically. When 
you’re dancing you’re in a different 
place.” 

Finally, Elizondo talked about 
the variety of class levels his festi-

val provides, ensuring that anyone 
interested could attend and almost 
certainly enjoy. 

“It’s a great event. If people want 
to come learn, I target beginners, 
intermediate, advanced; I provide 
classes for everyone,” Elizondo said. 
“It’s not just for the people called 
dancers. If you’ve never danced, I’ve 
got classes for people who’ve never 
danced before either. It doesn’t mat-
ter if you’ve danced before, you can 
do it.”

Richard Segui, one of the attend-
ees who was cycling through the 
many classes the Bachata Festival 
had available, talked about the indi-
vidual attention the instructors paid 
him.

“I think the level of instruction 
is really at an amazing level,” Se-
gui said. “The instructors are very 
knowledgeable, and very caring. As 
a matter of fact, one of the Zouk in-
structors, Tirso, from Miami, was 
kind enough to teach me the fun-
damentals of the entire class for an 
entire hour, free of charge. No one 
does that. It’s that level of knowl-
edge and caring that’s exemplified 
here.”

moving forward to represent the 
district at the elementary level and 
secondary level. They go through 
that additional interview process. 
They then go out and represent the 
district.” 

One teacher was not only recog-
nized as a District Teacher of the 
Year, but very nearly won a title 
encompassing multiple Districts, 
which just shows the high standards 
Irving ISD teachers meet. 

“The exciting thing about this 
year, our elementary teacher of the 
year, Ms. Angela Snyder, was also 
one of the finalists for the Region 
10 Teacher of the Year,” Hernan-
dez said. “Region 10 services over 
60 districts in the whole Metroplex. 
We’re talking about DFW all the way 
to the Waxahachie area and all the 
surrounding districts. One of our 
own was almost the one to represent 
the whole region.”

During the award ceremony itself, 
Dr. Jose Parra, the Superintendent 
of Irving ISD, talked about some of 
the qualities that the many honorees 
shared that made the district want 
to recognize them.

“The teachers before us are each 
filled with purpose,” Parra said. 
“There’s a reason that they chose to 
be educators, and there’s a reason 
they chose to share their talents with 
us at Irving ISD. That is no accident. 
These are also teachers who demon-
strate passion. Our students can 
see and feel our teachers’ passion, 
and, because of that, students want 
to excel with these teachers. Their 
passion is contagious, and the oth-
er teachers on campus benefit from 
that passion as well.”

Dr. Parra went on to share some 
interesting statistics which reflect 
the strength of the Irving communi-
ty and the talent that resides within 
it.

“Tonight I would like to share 
with you a couple of figures that I 
find compelling,” Para said. “Of our 
38 honorees tonight, ten are Irving 
ISD graduates. That means our 
graduates are not only returning to 
their roots to teach, they are among 
the very best at it. They are a walking 
testament to the district’s belief that 
success starts here. It is an honor to 
name our own alumni among our 
brightest educators.” 

Dennis Ramos, the educator who 
won Secondary District Teacher of 
the Year, spoke about what receiv-
ing such an award meant to him.

“It’s a little bit incredible, actu-
ally,” Ramos said. “I really never 
thought I would see myself in this 

position. I look up to so many peo-
ple here on campus; the people that 
I’m surrounded by, the people that 
I take advice from, and for me to 
be compared to those people is just 
amazing to me. I’m still in a state of 
disbelief.”

Ramos also talked about how it 
felt helping to educate young minds, 
the task to which each of the teach-
ers who were honored have dedicat-
ed themselves.

“I think initially, teaching stu-
dents, sometimes you don’t see 
what kind of affect you have, but 
years down the line, when a stu-
dent comes back to your classroom, 
and says, ‘thank you for what you 
did four years ago, I’m graduating 
in a couple of weeks,’ it makes it 
all worthwhile,” Ramos said. “The 
struggle, the obstacles, the challeng-
es, putting all that effort in, making 
sure you’re giving constant feedback 
and guidance, it makes it worth-
while when you get that small thank 
you when the kids are getting ready 
to leave high school.” 

EDUCATORS
Continued from Page 1

Matthew Pedersen
Drugs and alcohol, and the prob-

lems they cause, have become prev-
alent throughout society. Everyone 
except the very lucky or naive knows 
someone struggling with at least one 
form of addiction. Whether that per-
son is a friend, a parent, or a child, 
addiction can be an all-consuming 
problem that people struggle with 
for the rest of their lives.

With this in mind, the staff of 
Irving ISD hosted a special Drug 
Awareness Summit at Irving High 
School. The summit, held on Thurs-
day, Oct. 27, was comprised of a 
wide range of speakers and aimed at 
drug prevention. It was to help par-
ents spot warning signs that their 
children might be abusing drugs or 
alcohol, and to help keep their chil-
dren from forming addictions.

Laina McDonald, Division Di-
rector for Student Support Services 
for Irving ISD, spoke in detail about 
why they decided to hold the event.

“We have always focused on drug 
awareness at Irving ISD, and we 
wanted to focus more on preven-
tion, giving our parents the tools on 
preventing those social issues that 
kids encounter over the course of 
their school year,” McDonald said. 
“Really, the reason we wanted to do 
a community event is because we 
haven’t done one since 2012, so we 
felt it was time.”

“We have an officer from the 
Narcotics Unit here in Irving PD. 
He is going to talk about the latest 
drug trends, not only in Irving, but 
in Texas. He’ll give parents some 
inside perspective on where kids 
are getting these drugs and where 
they’re getting access to alcohol.

“We’re also having an elementa-
ry session that’s going to focus on 

conversations parents can have at 
the dinner table to pick out those 
triggers that kids may be hanging 
out with other kids that perhaps are 
doing or are involved with drugs,” 
she said. “We have some age ap-
propriate sessions, where parents 
of youngsters can get some infor-
mation. We also have a lady who 
is going to talk about what parents 
can do in a bedroom. Where can you 
look in your child’s bedroom to see 
if they’ve had access to drugs or al-
cohol.”

One of the major drugs currently 
popular with users in North Texas 
is synthetic marijuana, a chemical 
cocktail meant to mimic the effects 
of the controversial plant that has 
slowly been decriminalized in oth-
er states. Adam Philyaw, a guest 
speaker and Senior Director of Pro-
grams and Strategic Partnerships 
for the Drug Prevention Resources, 
Inc., presented the history of this 
substance in Texas.

“A lot of what we see in the media, 
and also in the community as well, is 
synthetic marijuana,” Philyaw said. 
“Some of you have probably seen 
products called K2, or K2 through 
K4. This product is actually typical-
ly sold as an incense as a way to get 
under FDA regulations. The Texas 
Legislature actually banned these 
products in 2011, so these products 
are not available on the market any-
more. Some of them are still being 
sold, just under different names.”

Philyaw went on to discuss the 
effects synthetic marijuana, or K2, 
has on the human body, and how 
concerned parents can tell that their 
kids may be using it.

“How does this affect the mind 
and body? These are some of the 
warning signs that you can see and 

look for in your kids, or maybe some 
of their friends. You’re looking at ef-
fects that are similar to marijuana, 
but also looking at paranoia, panic 
attacks, giddiness, hallucinations, 
increased heart rate and blood pres-
sure, vomiting, and seizures.”

As frightening as these effects 
may be, Philyaw went on to explain 
that there is very little information 
on the long-term effects of synthetic 
marijuana. 

“At this point, long term effects 
are not yet known, as far as scien-

tific studies are concerned,” Philyaw 
said. “This product has been on the 
market for a number of years, but 
we still need some time to see what 
the long-term effects are. Case in 
point, these products are extremely 
dangerous and should not be in the 
hands of anyone.”

With this information, and the 
information provided by the other 
guest speakers, parents can bet-
ter protect their children from ev-
er-changing drug trends. Laina Mc-
Donald explained that this spread of 

information is exactly why she and 
her staff come together to hold these 
events.

“Our goal tonight is to empower 
parents with information to have 
those conversations with those kids, 
and to protect our community from 
drug and alcohol abuse,” McDonald 
said. “I think it takes a community 
to raise all of our kids. With all of us 
working together, the community 
and the school district, we can pre-
vent harm to our kids.”

Drug Awareness Summit informs parents about potential addictions

Kicking up their heels, dancers learn some new moves through classes held as part of the Dallas Bachata Festival. / Photo by John Starkey
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petition. Cool October also provided 
activities for children such as bounce 
houses and carnival games. Over the 
years, Cool October has raised over 
$3.2 million for the Irving Health-
care Foundation to support cancer 
services at the Baylor Charles A. 
Sammons Cancer Center at Irving, 
which is part of Baylor Scott and 
White – Irving. 

“Every year, Four Seasons Dallas 
raises money throughout the month 
of October through a collection of 
events and fundraisers for cancer 
services for the Baylor Charles A. 
Sammons Cancer Center,” Tolbert 
said. “We do that through a golfing 
event, and a charity fashion show. 
We have an online auction, and this 
concert as well, so all of those events 
culminate to one total contribution 
to the cancer center. This year, we 
are trying to raise $135,000 to sup-
port 3D digital mammography. It’s 
a piece of equipment that will im-
prove the cancer center. 

“At this point in time, we don’t 
have a cool outdoor music venue 
until Irving Music Factory opens, 
which I can’t wait for. This is a re-
ally a cool spot to come watch an 
outdoor concert for the community, 
and I think that’s positive. 

“All of the people in the com-
munity benefit from the donations 
made to make these purchases for 
advancement and equipment. We 
have had multiple employees that 
have been diagnosed with cancer, 

and they have been treated with 
some of the equipment that we have 
purchased, so it’s pretty amazing,” 
he said.

Chris McGough a first time partic-
ipant at the event tried a variety of 
chilies created by chefs competing in 
the chili cook-off. The competition 
featured 11 sports club members 
from the Four Seasons Resort. 

“I didn’t really know what to ex-
pect,” McGough said. “My daughter 
is here volunteering, and I came out. 
It’s a beautiful night and the people 
here are really into that chili and the 
competition. Personally I enjoyed 

COOL OCTOBER
Continued from Page 2

the bison chili and the buffalo chili. 
I didn’t get to try all of them because 
they ran out, but I liked the coconut 
maroons and few of the other des-
erts over there as well. “

McGough, who works at Baylor 
Scott and White – Irving, is in favor 
of the Cool October charity events. 

“You give your money to orga-
nizations and don’t see the end re-
sults,” McGough said. “Maybe you 
give to the Red Cross or give to these 
guys. Here you can actually go and 
see what they have bought. I like 
that aspect of it. It helps that you 
can know that piece of equipment 
will be beneficial to somebody.” 

ment, wellness and community. 
This year, more than a hundred stu-
dents came out with their families in 
tow, all dressed in white with neon 
sunglasses for an early morning 
workout. The race consisted of six 
laps around the school with color 
stations placed along the path where 
runners got a dose of colored power 
tossed their way. The event also fea-
tured music from the band of Austin 
Middle School and members of the 
Irving Fire Department who raised 
the flag for the singing of the nation-
al anthem.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Choir students (from left) Daniel Castellanos (MacArthur), Ian Elmore 
(MacArthur), Josue Fiallos (Nimitz), Michael Garza (Irving), Tatum Griffin 
(Nimitz), London Pinder (Nimitz), Vivian Phan (Nimitz) and Alexis Velas-
quez (MacArthur) placed in region choirs after outstanding auditions on 
Oct. 22. Griffin, Phan and Velasquez made the 9-10th Honor Treble Choir. 
The students who made the District Mixed Choir include Castellanos, El-
more, Fiallos and Pinder. Garza placed in the Region Mixed Choir and is 
advancing to Pre-Area Auditions.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Good Elementary goes on a color run

High school vocalists 
place in region choirs

The staff, students, and parents 
of Good Elementary School recent-
ly came together for a little exercise 
and neon-colored fun. 

The school hosted their second 
annual Color Run, which is based 

on the internationally-loved 5K 
marathon and festival held in more 
than 200 cities and 40 countries 
every year. Good’s version of the 
race was introduced last year in an 
effort to promote parent engage-

The library of Stipes Elementary School turned into a pumpkin patch last 
week as more than 120 pumpkins lined the shelves, all submitted by stu-
dents and teachers looking to claim first prize in the school’s annual story-
book pumpkin contest. 

Like many elementary schools across the district, the students and fac-
ulty of Stipes carved, painted and crafted pumpkins resembling characters 
from favorite children’s books. The library then hosted a contest to name 
its top pumpkins judged by Edna Maxwell, former teacher and academic 
specialist; Shirley Russell, former attendance and data processing clerk; and 
Evelyn Sample, former service desk operator in data services. 

Winners included: Kinder through second grade – Titus Leeth (Fly Guy), 
Lucas Vinson (Cat in the Hat), Liliana Chavez (Biscuit); Third through fifth 
grade – Ella Fox (Pinkalicious), Makenna Guidinger (Skippyjon Jones), 
Jonathan Mendez (Pokémon); Faculty members – Sabrina Warner (Lorax), 
Kim Stephenson (Tin Man), parent volunteer Lori Brainerd (Ernie); and 
Class category – Ms. Queenie Nguyen’s second-grade gifted and talented 
class (gumball machine). 

SOURCE Irving ISD

Pumpkins turned story-
book characters

Bringing medical relief to their chili, Will and Dottie Mattingly, and John Drake have a 
good time at the Cool October chili cook-off. / Photo by John Starkey

Ready, aim, fire: a youngster prepares to throw a bean bag through a target during the Cool October festivities. / Photo by John Starkey
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RENTALS

CLASSIFIEDS

EMPLOYMENT

LEGALS

EVENT HALL RENTALS
IRVING ELKS LODGE #2334

2015 N. BRITAIN RD., IRVING, TX 75061
PLEASE CALL (972) 579-0005
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

SEATING FOR UP TO 230 PEOPLE, FULL SERVICE BAR.

By Matt Mungle
Synopsis: A former neuro-

surgeon embarks on a jour-
ney of healing only to be drawn 
into the world of the mystic arts. 
Review: If you read the synopsis 
for Doctor Strange with no history 
of the character or origin, it sounds 
like a serious drama. Another Sev-
en Years in Tibet if you will. Adding 
the fact that it stars one of the best 
dramatic actors of our day, Bene-
dict Cumberbatch, only strengthens 
this assumption. But this is actually 
a new addition to the Marvel Uni-
verse family of super hero films. 
Though not as prominent a name 
around households as Iron Man or 
Captain America, Strange is solid 
character and his movies effects to-
tally kick The Avenger’s butts. 

The only thing Dr. Stephen 
Strange (Cumberbatch) excels in 
more than neurosurgery is egotism. 
He is the best at what he does and 
will be the first to tell you. When a 
horrific accident robs him of his sur-
gical ability he turns to a mysterious, 
Eastern sect for help. The group is 
led by The Ancient One (Tilda Swin-
ton) and they are in a current bat-
tle with a subordinate named Kae-
cilius (Mads Mikkelsen) for Earth’s 
protection .Strange will have to 
decide if he wants to take the self-
ish approach or stay and help the 
cause. 

MOVIE REVIEW: Doctor Strange 
was designed for the big screen

This film does not stray far from 
the Marvel backyard. The humor, 
character interaction, and story line 
is pretty familiar. Even if you have no 
idea who Strange is, you will imme-
diately catch the rhythms of the plot 
and begin to second guess its trajec-
tory. There are few “I didn’t see that 
coming” moments, but that does not 
mean that what you do get is bor-
ing or stale. Strange is an intriguing 
guy which is amplified greatly by 
Benedict. Having someone with his 
acting abilities can elevate your fa-
miliar story to new heights. 

Swinton too is exceptional in 
the role of the mystic arts master. 
Her androgynous look and calm 
demeanor solidify the character 
and aid in the selling of the story. It 
also stars Chiwetel Ejiofor, Rachel 
McAdams, and Benedict Wong; so 
you know you are getting a stellar 
supporting cast. The weakest role 
sadly is given to McAdams. Every 
super hero needs a pining damsel I 
guess. Rachel is far better than the 
cliché drivel they give her to spew, 
but again this is based on a comic 
book and not a NY Times best seller.

What sets this film apart from the 
rest of the universe is the special 
effects and imagery. The seam-
less mastery of the created worlds 
is second to none. Fans of movies 
like Inception will stare in awe at 
the movement and fluid transforma-

tion taking place on the screen. If 
ever a film begged to be seen on the 
biggest screen you can find, it is this 
one. It is impossible to fully describe 
the backdrop these characters get 
to move around in. IMAX was in-
vented for this moment in time.

Like other hero movies, Strange 
goes through a transformation of 
mind and body and comes around 
to a different way of thinking. It is an 
origin story, and there is not a lot of 
meat on the bone when it comes to 
depth and dialogue. The overall feel 
is nothing more than an introduction 
to a new character. But they fool you 
by how amazing it looks. You forget 
all the repetition and short leash the 
film was given. You are too trans-
fixed to what is happening before 
your eyes to hand out fault.

Doctor Strange is rated  PG-13 for 
sci-fi violence and action through-
out, and an intense crash sequence. 
Again it plays well in its own yard 
and the content is nothing above 
and beyond any of the other myriad 
of super hero action films. 

It gets 3.5 out of 5 MRI’s. 3 of 
which is for Swinton, Cumberbatch, 
and the amazing effects team. The 
point 5 is for originality and use of 
the other characters. If you are go-
ing to see it, do it now. Don’t wait for 
the small screen or you will forfeit all 
the tasty goodness. 

Sree Infotech LLC has various openings at multiple levels for the following positions: 

Master’s only: Oracle DBA I (SOD114): Administration, maintenance of Oracle 
Databases; Programmer Analyst I (SPA114): Write programs using workflow chart 
and diagram; 

Master’s or Bachelor’s +5yrs exp.: Systems Administrator I (SSA116): 
Administration of servers.

Master’s +6 mo. exp.: Oracle DBA II (SOD214): Administration, tuning, support, 
maintenance of Oracle Databases; Programmer Analyst II (SPA214): Write, modify, 
test, debug programs; 

Master’s +6 mo. exp. or Bachelor’s +5yrs exp.: Database Administrator 
I (SDBA114): Administer, test, implement databases; Programmer Analyst 
IV (SPA414): Design, Develop Programs; QA Analyst IV (SQA214): Researching, 
analyzing, testing complex programs; Systems Administrator (SSA14): Installation, 
configuration, administration of servers; Database Systems Analyst (SDSA16): Gap 
Analysis, improve database systems.

Bachelor’s +1 yr. exp. or combination of education, experience and training 
eqv. to Bachelor’s + 1 yr. exp. : Systems Test Analyst (SSTA16): Integration, 
Systems Testing;
 
Bachelor’s +6 mo. Exp.: Oracle DBA IV (SOD415): Coordinate changes to databases; 
Healthcare  Programmer (SHP16): Customize programs.

Bachelor’s or  combination of education, experience and training eqv. to 
Bachelor’s: Oracle DBA V (SIOD516): Backup, Recovery, Data Guard; 
 
Mail resume with Job ID to: Director of Operations, 9901 E. Valley Ranch Pkwy, Suite 
3008, Irving, TX 75063.  Travel to unanticipated worksites throughout U.S. Foreign 
equivalency accepted.

Notice of Application to Establish a Branch of a State Member Bank

Bank 7, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, intends to apply to the Federal Reserve Board for 
permission to establish a branch at 6460 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving, Dallas County, 
Texas 75039. The Federal Reserve considers a number of factors in deciding whether 
to approve the application including the record of performance of applicant banks in 
helping to meet local credit needs.
You are invited to submit comments in writing on this application to the Federal Reserve 
Bank of Kansas City, One Memorial Drive, Kansas City, MO, 64198. The comment 
period will not end before November 20, 2016. The Board’s procedures for processing 
applications may be found at 12 C.F.R. Part 262. Procedures for processing protested 
applications may be found at 12 C.F.R. 262.25. To obtain a copy of the Federal 
Reserve Board’s procedures, or if you need more information about how to submit 
your comments on the application, contact Dennis Denney, Assistant Vice President, 
at (816) 881-2633. The Federal Reserve will consider your comments and any request 
for a public meeting or formal hearing on the application if they are received in writing 
by the Reserve Bank on or before the last day of the comment period.

DEATH NOTICES

Chism-Smith Funeral Home
972-259-7644

Alejandro Nuncio - May 5, 1975 – Oct. 22, 2016
James William Garrett Diamond - Oct. 5, 1973 – Oct. 13, 2016
Virgil Lee Collingsworth - Oct. 2, 1942 – Oct. 19, 2016
Willliam Joseph Greish - Nov. 25, 1965 – Oct. 13, 2016
Tracy Renee Pyka - Feb. 16, 1966 – Oct. 21, 2016
Claudene Greene - Dec. 14, 1930 – Oct. 22, 2106
Andrew Francis Pearce - Jun. 9, 1958 – Oct. 19, 2016
Henry Jarrett Pientka - Dec. 26, 1957 – Oct. 19, 2016

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

James L. Smith - Nov. 4, 1933 - Oct. 31, 2016

(972) 870-1992 
laurier@ramblernewspapers.netOBITUARIES

tyne High School and Bakers Busi-
ness College. Melba married James 
Johnson of Howe April 9, 1944.

Melba was a real estate broker 
and was involved as a member, offi-
cer, or board member of many clubs 
and civic organizations, including, 
Zonta, Business and Professional 
Women, Irving Genealogy Society, 
Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion, and Daughters of the Republic 
of Texas.

She was preceded in death by her 
husband, James, and grandson, 

Chris, Caleb, and Sam. Great grand-
children Blaike, Rex, Max, Blythe, 
Joe, Luci, and Emi. Melba is also 
survived by devoted special friend 
Salvador Calzada whom she thought 
of as a third son.

Melba’s home was always open 
to her family and friends. She will 
be remembered forever. A memori-
al service will be held at 11:00 am, 
Saturday, November 12 at the Oak 
View Baptist Church, 1004 S Story 
Rd, Irving, TX. 

MELBA JOHNSON

Melba Johnson, a long-
time resident of Irving, 
passed away October 8th 
at her home. She was 
born in Grayson County 
September 15, 1927. She 
graduated from Van Als-

Timmy. Survivors in-
clude sons and daugh-
ters-in-law Ken and 
Carol Johnson of Dallas, 
Tim and Cheree John-
son of Rio Rancho, NM. 
Grandchildren Greg, 

presentations at community events, 
schools and other venues. The grant 
also makes allowances for training 
and minor equipment purchases. 

During the fiscal year 2016 grant 
period, Irving officers wrote 8,196 
speeding citations; 1,155 seatbelt ci-
tations and made 135 DWI arrests. 

Irving Police Department approved for grant
The Irving Police Department 

was recently approved for a Selec-
tive Traffic Enforcement Program 
(STEP) Comprehensive Grant for 
fiscal year 2017. 

The grant will help provide the 
means to deploy additional officers 
on Irving’s highways to enforce 
speeding and seatbelt laws in addi-
tion to conducting DWI operations 
throughout the city. This year, the 

Texas Department of Transpor-
tation (TxDOT) will contribute 
$217,762 toward the STEP budget. 
The goal of the project is to reduce 
the number of alcohol and speed 
related crashes as well as reducing 
crash-related injury rates. 

In addition to enforcement op-
erations, the funding provides for 
various public information and edu-
cational efforts such as traffic safety 

The Irving Police Department will 
continue to partner with TxDOT 
and participate in programs that 

encourage and support efforts to 
enhance the safety of our roadways. 

SOURCE Irving Police Department

Las Colinas Medical Center has 
earned an ‘A’ rating for hospital 
safety from The Leapfrog Group, 
a national patient safety watch-
dog. New Leapfrog Hospital Safety 
Grades, which assign A, B, C, D and 
F letter grades to hospitals nation-
wide. Las Colinas Medical Center is 
one of 844 hospitals to receive an A, 
ranking it among the safest hospi-
tals in the United States. 

“As the only ‘A’ rated hospital in 
Irving, this grade is confirmation 
that our quest to provide consistent-
ly exceptional, quality care to the 
communities we serve remains par-
amount,” said Daniela Decell, CEO 
of Las Colinas Medical Center

“Protecting patients from harm 
is the most important charge for 
any hospital,” said Leah Binder, 
president and CEO of The Leapfrog 
Group. “We recognize and appreci-
ate ‘A’ hospitals’ vigilance and con-
tinued dedication to keeping their 
patients safe.”

Developed under the guidance of 
an expert panel, the Leapfrog Hos-
pital Safety Grade uses 30 measures 
of publicly available hospital safe-
ty data to assign A, B, C, D and F 
grades to more than 2,600 U.S. hos-
pitals twice per year. 

SOURCE Las Colinas Medical Center

Hospital 
earns 'A'
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings are 
limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location 
and time. If an organization wishes to have more in-
formation than the free listing offers, we will continue 
to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Buttons & Bows Square 

& Round Dance Club 
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
DFW Scroller Saw Club

Last Saturday of each month
9:30 AM to 11:30 AM

Georgia Farrow Rec Center 530 Davis St.
www.dfwscrollers.net / 214-995-9270

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thursday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain

www.irvingarc.org
Irving AMBUCS

Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.
at Spring Creek BBQ

 Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Second Tuesday each month @ 7:30 P.M.

132 E. Second St. Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS

* It was beloved Scottish author J.M. 
Barrie, creator of Peter Pan, who made the 
following sage observation: “Those who 
bring sunshine to the lives of others cannot 
keep it from themselves.”

* Among the Balonda people, an African 
tribe that dwells along the Zambezi River, it 
was once customary for a groom to promise 
that he’ll supply kindling wood to his mother-
in-law for the rest of her life. 

* Those who study such things -- word 
mavens with a penchant for statistics, 
presumably -- have determined that, on 
average, English-language text contains 56 
e’s for every q. 

* A fisherman in the Philippines recently revealed a treasure 
that he’d been keeping under his bed for 10 years: a 75-pound 
natural pearl with an estimated value of $100 million. Evidently, 
after finding the pearl in a giant clam, he decided to keep it as 
a good-luck charm. The “Pearl of Puerto,” as it’s known, blew 
the world record out of the water (pun intended). The previous 
record holder for largest natural pearl was the “Pearl of Lao-
Tsu” (sometimes called the “Pearl of Allah”), which weighs in 
at a mere 14 pounds.

* The female Jesus bird is the one in charge, it would seem. 
She controls her own territory, allowing several male birds to 
build nests within it. Then she lays eggs in all the nests, and 
the males incubate them. 

* Before the Beach Boys were the Beach Boys, they considered 
naming their band the Pendletons. 

* The name “toadstool” actually has nothing to do with toads. 
The word is derived from the German words “tod,” which 
means “death,” and “stuhl,” which means “stool.”

1. GEOGRAPHY: What is the longest 
mountain chain on Earth above sea level?
2. ASTRONOMY: Europa is a moon of 
which planet in our solar system?
3. TRADITIONS: What is the traditional 
birthstone for February?

4. CHEMISTRY: What element has the chemical symbol Hg?
5. ANATOMY: How many chromosomes do human beings normally 
have?
6. MOVIES: What was the first film directed and produced by a black 
filmmaker to win the Academy Award for Best Picture?
7. FAMOUS QUOTATIONS: What award-winning singer/songwriter 
once said, “I consider myself a poet first and a musician second. I live 
like a poet and I’ll die like a poet”?
8. MATH: What two letters are symbols for 1,000?
9. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: By what title is Jorge Mario Bergoglio 
better known?
10. GAMES: What is the name of the casino employee who takes bets 
and spins the wheel in roulette?

Answers
1. The Andes
2. Jupiter
3. Amethyst
4. Mercury
5. 23 pairs, or a total of 46
6. “12 Years a Slave” (Steve McQueen)
7. Bob Dylan
8. M and K
9. Pope Francis
10. Croupier
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WORSHIP

UNITY CHURCH
Unity of Irving

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class

11:00 AM Service
& Children’s Church

Reverend Frank Pounders
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-5083

unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third,  75060

972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Second and fourth Sundays

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
First Church of Christ, Scientist

2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 75061
972-253-7202

www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-0476

access code 884879
For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.
972-790-8606 

www.BeltLineChurch.com

972-870-1992

PRINCESSES
Continued from Page 1

425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor
For take out call 972-253-7335

Hours: Mon - Fri 5:30 am - 3:30 pm Sat - Sun 7 am - 3:30 pm

Visit our other locations
WATAUGA

5912 Denton Hwy.
Metro 817-498-7079

MANSFIELD
310 Mitchell Rd.

Metro 817-477-3383

Sugar, Spice & 
Twice as Nice
Taking orders for 
Thanksgiving Pie 
starting Nov. 1

Closed 
Thanksgiving Day

the 10 little princesses. 
“[Noah’s] has our own linen ware-

house, so once we can’t use [the lin-
ens] after 50 events, we turn them 
into princess dresses,” Venue Direc-
tor of Noah’s Whitney Gamboa said. 
“Those [dresses] are actually our lin-
ens that we have re-sewn into dress-
es. We also have super hero capes 
and things like that for the little 
boys, but we partner with the Make 
A Wish Foundation and some orga-
nization in Africa that makes school 
dresses for [children], so that’s kind 
of what we’re doing with our linens.

“Our corporate office is doing the 
linens to dresses initiative. They 
started it and introduced it to our 
staff internally in May at our staff 
conference,” she said.

The day started with each of the 
girls from the Make a Wish Foun-
dation coming in and picking out 
the dress with her name on it. After-

wards, each child was photographed 
in her costume before being intro-
duced to the volunteer princesses. 

During the party, the princesses 
volunteers danced, sang and read 
stories, as well as teaching the young 
ladies proper princesses etiquette 
for their trip to Disney. 

“I would say it’s important for a 
child to have a wish, because they 
are going through something very 
difficult medically that’s also effect-
ing them emotionally and mentally 
while effecting the whole family. A 
wish is not just for the child it’s for 
the whole family,” Amerman said. 
“We send the parents and the sib-
lings, and they get to be a part of it. 
We find out that it effects more peo-
ple in the community, and at Noah’s, 
they are now going to be exposed to 
these kids and feel like they made a 
difference in their lives. We hope it 
brings strength and joy to these kids 
when they need it the most.” 

Noah’s plans to continue to ex-
pand its involvement within the 
community. 

“We are going to continue to make 
the dresses and to send them off to 
Make A Wish Foundations across 
the country,” Gamboa said. “Noah’s 
actually has 35 buildings across the 
country. We are always trying to 
give back to the communities where 
our buildings are located. 

donor. 
A beautiful 1965 Ford Mustang 

was donated through Irving Bible 
Church (IBC). The vehicle was de-
tailed by students in the auto class 
at Irving ISD’s Ratteree Career De-
velopment Center in preparation 
for the Mecum Car Auction, held on 
Nov. 4. 

Proceeds from the auction will 
fund the scholarship. Houston Mid-
dle School students had a chance 
to see the car during a special pre-
sentation on Oct. 27. IBC represen-

Donated car to fund scholarship
for middle school student

Students at Houston Middle 
School will have the opportunity to 
earn a $20,000 scholarship thanks 
to the generosity of an anonymous 

tatives also spoke about leadership, 
giving back to the community and 
the Lunch Buddy Program. Pictured 
with the car are Blake Svejkocsky, 
who spoke to the students; Mary 
Sue Daniel, Irving Schools Founda-
tion (ISF) board member; Crystal 
Scanio, ISF executive director; Ir-
ving ISD Trustees A.D. Jenkins and 
Dinesh Mali; and Gwen Craig and 
Rene Copeland of the ISF board of 
directors.  

SOURCE Irving ISD

Reading is better with friends as princesses Samantha Umlas (10) and Emily Jaramillo 
(8) listen to Princess Sofia read a story. / Photo by John Starkey
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Benefiting Dwelling with Dignity
Come Shop for a cause

Holiday Warehouse
Pre-Christmas Sample Blowout
14,000sq feet of inventory

This location is only open for 12 DAYS
14444 OAK LAWN - BUILDING 5 - IN THE DALLAS DESIGN DISTRICT

STORE OPEN:
November 10th - November 21st

10am - 6pm

Everythingis at least50% off

WHO: Over 300 influential business professionals, community leaders, and philanthropic donors who want 
to bring good design to those less fortunate. Attendees are design lovers at heart and active consumers in 
the design services space. 

WHEN: Wednesday, November 9, 2016 
6:30 PM - Cocktails & Holiday Bites
6:30 - 8:30 PM - Silent Auction
8:30 -10:00 PM - Pop-Up Holiday Store opens 

WHERE: 1444 Oak Lawn Avenue, 75207 generously donated by Harwood International 
WHAT: Jingle Dwell, Jingle Dwell, Jingle All the Way. . . . to the cannot be missed holiday party and pop-up 
shop of the season. This first Annual Jingle Dwell Benefit Party is sure to become one of Dallas’ signature 
holiday fundraising events. The festive fun begins with an exclusive cocktail party where guests, dressed 
in “Tacky Christmas Chic” (think ugly Christmas sweater), Sip-and-Shop holiday decor from classic holiday 
brands including Christopher Radko and Katherine’s Collection. 
All Jingle Dwell proceeds will benefit Dwell with Dignity 

WHY: All Jingle Dwell proceeds benefit Dwell with Dignity whose mission is to help families escape poverty 
and homelessness through design; one household at a time. Dwell with Dignity’s goal is to bring good 
design to those less fortunate, inspiring them to maintain a standard of living they can be proud of and 
thrive in. Dwell with Dignity designs and installs complete home interiors for families who desperately need 
an environment that will support health and wellness. We empower families to lead their best lives and to 
thrive in a safe, functional, and beautiful environment.

The University of Dallas (UD) 
men’s lacrosse team and mem-
bers of Girl Scout Troop 2871 
teamed up with Keep Irving 
Beautiful (KIB) and the City of 
Irving Aquatics staff for a paint 
project at Lively Pointe Youth 
swimming pool facility. 

The group of 18 adults and 5 
youth added a fresh coat of paint 
to shaded rest areas and the met-
al safety fence that surrounds the 
facility. Volunteers completed 

Keep Irving Beautiful volunteers make a difference
80 hours of service in a project 
that will be enjoyed my many 
visitors. Both the UD Athletics 
Department and the Girl Scouts 
organization encourage their 
members to participate in help-
ing making the community they 
live in cleaner, safer and more 
beautiful.

“We are excited to work with 
Keep Irving Beautiful and the 
City of Irving,” first year coach 
Sam Ashton said. “It’s a great 

way to get our guys involved in 
the community and have them 
invest in the city that they are 
representing while at the Uni-
versity of Dallas. We are eager to 
lend a helping hand to the city for 
the first time in program history 
and continue our involvement in 
the community in the future.” 

“This is our third group of 
volunteers to visit Lively Pointe 
in 2016,” KIB board Treasurer 
Chuck Kirk said. “We appreciate 
all the work completed by Acosta 
Cares, Vizient and now Universi-
ty of Dallas and the Girl Scouts. 
In total there have been 139 adult 
and youth volunteers complet-
ing 544 hours of service helping 
make one of Irving’s scenic and 
family friendly pool more beau-
tiful.” 
SOURCE Keep Irving Beautiful 

The efforts of volunteers make the Lively Pointe Youth swimming pool facility a more 
welcoming place for everyone. / Courtesy Photo


