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By Matthew Pedersen
For the past 40 years, the 

annual McDermott Lectures 
have brought together the 
best and brightest in North 
Texas to reflect and discuss 
the problems that plague so-
ciety. Named after the famed 
scientist and civic leader Eu-
gene McDermott, the lectures 
have provided a platform for 
prominent writers, artists, 
philosophers, and educators, 
all sharing their experiences 
and expertise. 

The 2016 lecture featured 
retired US General Colin 
L. Powell, a man who has 
held multiple senior military 
and diplomatic positions 
across four presidencies, and 
brought hundreds of people 
flocking to the Morton H. 
Meyerson Symphony Center 
on Tuesday, Nov. 1.

The topic addressed was 
the issue of educating young 
children, and ensuring 
they have the foundation of 
knowledge and character 
necessary to succeed in life. 
The opportunity to receive 
proper schooling is an un-
deniable boon to a child; the 
lecture stressed that these 
children will go on to not only 
help themselves, but to help 
the communities they live in. 

By Matthew Pedersen
Irving ISD presented a 

very special tribute to two of 
their biggest supporters prior 
to the kickoff of MacArthur 
High School’s homecoming 
football game Friday evening, 
Oct. 28. 

Joy and Ralph Ellis, a mar-
ried couple who have made 
countless contributions to the 
school district and its many 
talented student athletes over 
the years, were surprised to 
learn that the Irving Schools 
Stadium would, from that 
night onward, be known as 

By Matthew Pedersen
In what will most likely 

be seen as the crown jewel 
of their season, MainStage 
Irving-Las Colinas recently 
held the premiere of their lat-
est production, Chicago. 

Chicago is the longest run-
ning American Musical in 
Broadway history, enchant-
ing audiences with risqué 
dancing, catchy songs, and a 
healthy dose of dark humor 
that will have anyone laugh-
ing. The premiere happened 
Friday night, Nov. 4, at the 
Irving Arts Center. The pro-
duction will run until Nov. 19.

Chicago follows the story of 
a spiteful but spirited chorus 
girl by the name of Roxie Hart 
(played by Rachel Reininger) 
as she faces trial for the mur-
der of her wayward lover in 
1920s, in Chicago. Cast into 
the spotlight by the ensuing 
media frenzy, Roxie becomes 
addicted to fame and tries to 
use her crime as a vehicle to 
a star studded, show busi-
ness career. With her hapless 
husband and a well connect-
ed lawyer by her side, Roxie 
struggles to plead her case 
while fighting another mur-
deress, Velma Kelly (played 
by Liz J. Millea) for space in 
the headlines.

First off, the writing and 
story are fantastic. Any play 
that starts with a murder is 
going to be a great watch, 
drawing in the audience from 
its opening moments on-
ward. Not only does Chicago 
accomplish this feat, it main-

Baylor Scott & White Med-
ical Center -- Irving earned 
national recognition from 
Press Ganey, the leading pro-
vider of patient experience 
measurement, for outstand-
ing patient experience in the 
neonatal intensive care unit 
(NICU).

The Guardian of Excellence 
Award recognizes top-per-
forming health care organi-
zations that have consistently 
achieved the 95th percentile 
or above in patient experi-
ence, engagement or clinical 
quality. The award means 
the NICU at Baylor Scott & 
White – Irving sustained per-
formance in the top 5 percent 
for patient experience during 
each reporting period for the 
year.

“This is a prestigious, 
well-deserved honor for our 

By Nathaniel Sillin
Do you have a high school 

senior who is knee deep in the 
college admissions process? 
Writing essays and filling out 
forms can be a stressful pro-
cess for students, just as cov-
ering the cost of college can 
be for parents. This year, the 
Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA) sub-
mission period opened on 
Oct. 1 – three months earlier 
than in previous years. 

That extra time to get fi-
nancial information in order 
could be a big benefit to many 
families. Don’t put off com-

Irving Schools Stadium renamed
in honor of Joy and Ralph Ellis

the Joy and Ralph Ellis Sta-
dium.

The decision was made by 
a vote of the Irving ISD Board 
of Trustees back on July 25 
and was revealed in a touch-
ing ceremony performed 
just before the homecoming 
game. 

Steven Jones, president of 
the Irving ISD School Board, 
spoke about how he felt to 
honor the Ellises in such a 
public way.

“It’s incredibly joyous,” 

Gen. Colin Powell 
speaks about

education
Some shocking statistics 

gathered by the Commit! 2015 
Community Achievement 
Scorecard predict a bleak fu-
ture if the current standards 
of education in Dallas County 
are not changed. Of every 30 
students who arrive at their 
independent school districts, 
only 17 will be ready for kin-
dergarten, only 10 will be at 
their required reading level 
by the third grade, and only 
4 will be ready for a career or 
for college by the time they 
graduate from high school.

This shows that 86 percent 

MainStage shines brightly 
with musical, Chicago

tains that level of intrigue and 
enjoyment through the use of 
engaging characters, wonder-
fully timed musical numbers, 
and more than a few twists 
and turns. It is sure to delight 
anyone in a mature audience.

As has been the case with 
all past MainStage produc-
tions, Chicago is a brilliant 
romp that demonstrates the 
talent and dedication of its 
cast and crew in every scene. 

The core cast is phenomenal, 
with both Rachel Reininger 
and Liz J. Millea providing 
performances that really 
bring their characters to life. 
The pair utilize every skill re-
quired to take on their roles, 
including dancing and sing-
ing, showing a range of talent 
that will have many keeping 
an eye out for them in future 

FAFSA changes affect student aid
pleting the application, send-
ing the FAFSA in early could 
increase your financial aid 
package and give you more 
time to compare aid offers 
from different schools. 

Understanding this form 
of student aid. The FAFSA 
determines your family’s ex-
pected contribution to the 
cost of higher education and 
serves as an application for 
federal financial aid, such as 
student loans, work study 
and the Pell Grant. It’s also 
used by some state agencies 
and schools to determine 
aid, including merit-based 

awards, and some scholar-
ships require applicants fill 
out the FAFSA. 

Current and prospective 
college students must com-

plete a new FAFSA each year. 
Dependent children will need 
their parents’ financial infor-
mation to complete the form, 

NICU recognized for 
patient experience

team,” said Anne Tudhope, 
director of women’s services 
at Baylor Scott & White – Ir-
ving. “It represents our com-
mitment to providing qual-
ity, patient-centered care to 
our babies in the special care 
nursery and their families.”

The NICU at Baylor Scott 
& White – Irving is a spe-
cial care nursery designed to 
promote developmental care 
for premature and mildly ill 
newborns. Dedicated nurses, 
neonatal nurse practitioners, 
neonatologists and other spe-
cialists provide quality, com-
passionate care to the hospi-
tal’s tiniest and most fragile 
patients. This is the first year 
the NICU has earned the 
Guardian of Excellence 
Award from Press Ganey.

SOURCE Baylor Scott & White 
Health

Surrounded by school board members and administrators, Ralph and Joy Ellis (center) are honored as the Irving Schools Stadium is renamed for 
them. /Courtesy Photo
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Visit our other locations
WATAUGA

5912 Denton Hwy.
Metro 817-498-7079

MANSFIELD
310 Mitchell Rd.

Metro 817-477-3383

Sugar, Spice & 
Twice as Nice
Taking orders for 
Thanksgiving Pie 
starting Nov. 1

Closed 
Thanksgiving Day

WORSHIP

UNITY CHURCH
Unity of Irving

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class

11:00 AM Service
& Children’s Church

Reverend Frank Pounders
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-5083

unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third,  75060

972-253-3531   www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Second and fourth Sundays

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ, Scientist
2250 W Pioneer Dr., Irving, 75061

972-253-7202
www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 1-857-232-0476

access code 884879
For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.
972-790-8606 

www.BeltLineChurch.com

972-870-1992 WORSHIP ADS
To list your house of worship in

the Rambler, please contact 
Laurie at  972-870-1992 or 

Laurier@ramblernewspapers.net

children who were prenatally ex-
posed to alcohol. 

Fetal alcohol syndrome is a se-
vere form of a spectrum of men-
tal and physical disabilities, called 
fetal alcohol spectrum disorders 
(FASD), that can affect children’s 
development with long-lasting con-
sequences. In the United States and 
Western Europe, it is estimated that 
2 to 5 percent of school-age children 
are affected by FASD. In some parts 
of the world, that number is even 
higher. Children and adults affected 
by FASD may have a range of symp-
toms, from physical changes like a 
small head and subtle differences in 
the face, to learning difficulties and 
behavioral issues.

Despite widespread prevention 
guidelines, drinking during preg-
nancy still occurs. This is partly be-
cause about half of pregnancies in 
the United States are unplanned, 
and therefore many women might 
not realize that they need to stop 
consuming alcohol before the dam-
age is done. 

“It’s a huge problem,” said Rajesh 
Miranda, PhD, professor in the Tex-
as A&M College of Medicine and 
co-senior author of the article, “but 
we might not realize the full scope 
because infants born with nor-
mal-looking physical features may 
be missed, making many cases diffi-
cult to diagnose early.” Consequent-
ly, there is a need for early biomark-
ers that can assist with predicting 
infant disability. 

Utilizing a grant from the Na-
tional Institutes of Health (NIH) - 
National Institute of Alcohol Abuse 
and Alcoholism (NIAAA) as part of a 
consortium known as the Collabora-
tive Initiative on Fetal Alcohol Spec-
trum Disorders (CIFASD), the re-
searchers looked at birth outcomes 
for 68 pregnant women enrolled in 
the study at two perinatal care clin-
ics in western Ukraine. The team 
obtained detailed health and alcohol 
consumption histories and second 
and third trimester blood samples 
from each woman. The results indi-
cated that moderate to high levels of 
alcohol exposure during early preg-
nancy resulted in significant dif-
ferences in some circulating small 
RNA molecules, termed microRNAs 
(miRNAs), in maternal blood. These 
differences were particularly nota-
ble in those mothers whose infants 
showed some physical or neurobe-
havioral signs of alcohol effects in 
the first 12 months of life. 

“Collectively, our data indicate 
that maternal plasma miRNAs 
may help predict infant outcomes 
and may be useful to classify diffi-
cult-to-diagnose FASD subpopula-
tions,” Miranda said. 

Part of the reason FASD may be 
difficult to diagnose is infants ex-
posed to the same amount of prena-
tal alcohol may have vastly different 
outcomes. 

“Although it is generally true that 
binge-drinking during pregnancy 
presents the greatest risk, not all 
women who consume substantial 
amounts of alcohol in pregnancy will 
have a child who is clearly affected,” 
said Christina Chambers, PhD, pro-
fessor of pediatrics at UC San Diego 

Blood test may help identify fetal alcohol spectrum disorders
COLLEGE STATION, Texas — 

Researchers at the Texas A&M 
College of Medicine, the University 
of California San Diego School of 
Medicine and the Omni-Net Birth 
Defects Prevention Program in 
Ukraine have identified a blood test 

that may help predict how severely 
a baby will be affected by alcohol ex-
posure during pregnancy, according 
to a recently published study in the 
journal PLOS ONE. The findings 
could facilitate early intervention 
to improve the health of infants and 

School of Medicine, principal inves-
tigator on the Ukraine project and 
co-senior author on the study. 

Although FASD cannot be cured, 
early diagnosis is vital. 

“Early diagnosis is important be-
cause it permits early intervention 

to minimize the harm due to pre-
natal alcohol exposure,” said Wlad-
imirWertelecki, MD, the research 
team leader for the study investiga-
tors in the Ukraine. “

SOURCE Texas A&M University 
Health Science Center
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STADIUM
Continued from Page 1

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Stripes
Hello there. My name is Stripes and I'm a 2 year old male. Why 

they call me Stripes I do not know. I mean, look at me. Do you see any 
stripes? I think not. Actually my name should be Tigger. You know like 
the tiger in Winnie the Pooh? I say that because we share a love for 
bouncing. That's right, bouncing. I just love to bounce up and down 

Lisa
Hi. I'm Lisa, and I'm a little over 

a year old. I'm a petite girl with lots 
of love and affection to give. I really 
enjoy getting head scratches. That 
really gets my purr motor going. I 

don't talk much, but I might let you know if I'm not ready for you to stop 
petting me. That's OK, though. We don't need to speak. Come meet me, 
and I'll mesmerize you with my gorgeous, glowing, green eyes.

when I get excited. I love to go on walks and I love to 
cuddle up in your lap and be petted. Please come by and 
visit soon because I want to meet my new family. Is that 
you? 

Unite For Troops &
Veteran’s Day Celebration
November 12, 10am-4pm
Benefiting Deployed Troops. Join us for a 
Family Fun Day of Patriotism. We will have 
live entertainment, fun and games. PORTER 
ARMY NAVY, Irving Blvd., Irving Tx. 75060

Movie Spectacular
with Pianist James Dick
November 12, 7:30 PM - 9:30 PM
The Irving Symphony Orchestra and a 
chorus@ Carpenter Hall join forces as they 
perform the music of blockbuster movies: 
“Avatar,” “Lord of the Rings” and “Gravity.” 
The performance features pianist James 
Dick, who performs the beloved Rhapsody 
on a theme by Paganini, Rachmaninoff’s 
last piano and orchestra composition. The 
brilliant “Daphnis and Chloe” by Ravel closes 
the concert.

The Nikos Jazz Trio
November 12, 2 - 3 PM 
Holiday concert with the Nikos Jazz Trio, 
featuring Nicolas Garcia on clarinet, Johnny 
Case on piano, and Keith Wingate on bass 
@ South Irving Library Meeting Room #1.

Doing The Most Good Luncheon
November 17, noon - 1:30 p.m.
Jimmy Wayne is an accomplished recording 
artist, keynote speaker and three-time New 
York Times bestselling author (Walk To 
Beautiful, Paper Angels) whose life’s mis-
sion is raising awareness for at-risk youth 
in foster care. Jimmy will be the keynote 
speaker during The Salvation Army’s 2016 
Annual Doing The Most Good Luncheon. 
The luncheon will be held in the Chantilly 
Ballroom at the Hilton Anatole Hotel in Dallas.  
The Salvation Army provides more than 70 
different programs and services in Dallas, 

Tarrant, Collin, Denton and Ellis Counties. 
They include food for the hungry, shelter for 
the homeless, apartments for senior citizens 
and veterans, drug and alcohol addiction 
recovery, youth programs and financial 
assistance. 
Luncheon tickets are $300 each. Sponsor 
levels range from $1,000 to $250,000. To 
purchase tickets or for more information, 
visit salvationarmydfw.org, email dfw-
mc_events@uss.salvationarmy.org, or call 
214-637-8254. 

Las Colinas Symphony
November 19, 8 PM 
Las Colinas Symphony continues its 2016-
2017 “Symphony goes Wild!!” at the Irving 
Arts Center, Carpenter Hall.
Composers have always taken inspiration 

from nature, so it is no surprise that many 
have picked up their pens to give us musical 
depictions of the fascinating creatures with 
whom we share the planet. Throughout the 
2016-17 Season, the talented musicians of 
the Las Colinas Symphony Orchestra will 
offer our audience the most delightful and 
entertaining of these philharmonic fauna, 
from the smallest (Shostakovich�s gadfly) 
to the largest (Saint-Saëns� elephants). 
Our musical zoo will include bears (Haydn 
and Bartók), horses (Auber), penguins 
(Scott), and even a cow (Milhaud). A few 
mythical animals will come to musical life 
as well, including Stravinsky’s Firebird and 
Debussy’s Faun. It’s a symphonic safari not 
to be missed!
The concert will feature pianist Stephen 
Beus, performing Chopin’s Piano Concerto 
No. 2 in F Minor.

Jones said. “The Ellises are true 
philanthropists and givers. They are 
always looking out for everybody 
else. They have done more for the 
athletes and students of the Irving 
Independent Schools, than anybody 
else, with their scholarships over the 
past 40 years. Many, many students 
have been able to go to college be-
cause of the generosity of Ralph and 
Joy Ellis.”

Jones went on to talk about how 
fitting renaming the stadium after 
the pair is.

“It is really exciting to honor them 
in a way that will be here forever. I 
think it is very fitting that this sta-
dium be named after them, to rec-
ognize their generosity over these 

40 years to the students of Irving,” 
Jones said. “They didn’t give these 
scholarships to the best athletes 
necessarily, they gave them to stu-
dents who needed the assistance 
and, without the help of the Ellises, 
probably wouldn’t have been able to 
go to college.”

After receiving the honor in front 
of hundreds of cheering students 
and parents, Ralph Ellis talked 
about how he and his wife Joy felt.

“It’s like nothing we’ve ever expe-
rienced before,” Ralph said. “It’s just 
the one-time deal. We don’t know 
what to say. What can you say? It’s 
extremely nice to be honored. It’s 
not overwhelming, because we’ve 
received other awards, but nothing 
quite as public and ongoing as this 
will be.”

Ralph Ellis then talked about the 
origin and history of the scholar-
ship him and his wife provided that 
would eventually become known as 
the Joy and Ralph Ellis Scholarship 
for Athletes.

“Well, we started back forty years 
ago. Both our son and daughter 
graduated from MacArthur,” Ralph 
said. “When they graduated we just 
thought we would give four scholar-
ships to the students of Irving. We 

MainStage productions. 
Other standout members of the 

cast were Brynne A. Huffman as the 
jailhouse queen Matron “Mama” 
Morton, Gregory Hullett as the slick 
and knowledgeable lawyer Billy Fly-
nn, and Michael P. Rausch as Roxie 
Hart’s gullible and long suffering 
husband Amos. As this is a comedic 
musical, with obvious inspiration 
being drawn from the vaudeville 
acts of the 1920s, every character is 
boisterous, over the top, and abso-
lutely fun to watch. 

The live orchestra, organized 
by Music Director Mark Mullino, 
was as flawless as the cast’s perfor-
mances. The mixed group of brass 
and string instruments help create 
an atmosphere that further deep-
ens the musical’s setting, creating 
a strengthening the connection be-
tween the characters and their place 
within the world of the production. 

With catchy tunes and hilarious 
lyrics, written by John Kander and 
Fred Ebb, the musical numbers dis-
play a wide range of styles. With this 
in mind, it is completely understand-
able why Chicago would be so well 
received around the country, having 
gone on to win the Tony Award for 
Best Revival of a Musical. The fact 
that MainStage went through the 
trouble of bringing such a fantastic 
and widely known musical to Irving 
shows their commitment to supply-
ing North Texas citizens with the 
finest examples of live theater. Some 
of the highlights of the play’s musi-
cal numbers include Cell Block Tan-
go, All I Care About, We Both Reach 
for the Gun, and Class.

Overall, Chicago is an absolute 
five star show that is a must see for 
Irving residents and any fan of live 
theater. Anyone with a taste for mu-
sic, humor, and all that jazz will no 
doubt rave about this production. 

CHICAGO
Continued from Page 1

had no idea how long we could keep 
it up. The way it’s turned out, we’ve 
lived long enough for one thing, 
because we’ve done it for 40 years, 
and it’s just been really nice to give 
these deserving students some extra 
money that will hopefully help them 
along in their college careers.” 

Ralph Ellis also mentioned how 
big of a surprise this was for them.

“It was an absolutely astounding 
surprise,” Ralph said. “We had no 
conception that it was going to hap-
pen, or that we would ever be recog-
nized in this fashion. It never even 
entered our minds. We only knew 
it when we were out there and they 
unveiled it.”

After the excitement, Ralph Ellis 
shared his thoughts on how the cit-
izens of Irving should always work 
to share the success they themselves 
have been blessed with.

“Nobody knows when they are in 
High School, at a young age, how 
their lives are going to turn out. 
Our suggestion is, if your life turns 
out where you’re lucky enough, and 
prosperous enough that you can 
help somebody else, that’s what you 
ought to do. They should help those 
people, like they have been helped,” 
Ralph said.

The ceramics students at Singley 
Academy took their talents on the 
road for a rare opportunity to make 
art with renowned Uriarte Talave-
ra artist Javier Espinosa Mómox in 
September. 

Now their artwork, along with 
pieces created by students through-
out the Dallas area, are on display 
at the Crow Collection of Asian Art. 
The museum’s education depart-
ment hosted a series of workshops 
led by the artist which explored the 
history of Talavera ceramics. Stu-
dent participants created handmade 
Talavera-inspired tiles, and each tile 
was taken by the museum to form 
one, giant installation. The piece is 
currently on exhibit through Dec. 
3 and will conclude with a closing 

night celebration where everyone 
will come together to remove each 
tile as a community.

As part of the Crow Collection’s 
Asia Connect program, Singley stu-
dents will continue their explora-
tion of Talavera pottery through the 
winter. For their next project, the 
museum has partnered Singley stu-
dents with students from Plano Se-
nior High School to create original 
dinner plates inspired by their part-
ners and the museum’s exhibition. 
The teens will convene at the Crow 
Collection in January to exchange 
plates and share a meal, connecting 
with peers they may not have other-
wise had the opportunity to meet.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Courtesy of the Crow Collection of Asian Art. Photographer: Can Turkyilmaz

Student artwork 
included in mural
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Freelancers Needed
Rambler Newspapers is currently seeking 

inquisitive individuals with experience in:

Editing - Writing 
- Photography

To apply send resume, clips and image 
samples to: 

staceys@ramblernewspapers.net
For more information call  972-870-1992

FAFSA
Continued from Page 1

RENTALS

CLASSIFIEDS

LEGALS

EVENT HALL RENTALS
IRVING ELKS LODGE #2334

2015 N. BRITAIN RD., IRVING, TX 75061
PLEASE CALL (972) 579-0005
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

SEATING FOR UP TO 230 PEOPLE, FULL SERVICE BAR.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING TO DISCUSS
IRVING INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

State Financial Accountability Rating

Irving Independent School District will hold a public meeting at
7:00 P.M., NOVEMBER 14, 2016 in the BOARD ROOM of the

IRVING ISD ADMINISTRATION BUILDING,
2621 W AIRPORT FREEWAY, IRVING, TEXAS  75062.

The purpose of this meeting is to discuss Irving Independent School District’s rating on 
the state’s financial accountability system.

The CITY OF IRVING, Texas will receive sealed responses in the Purchasing Division, 1st floor, 
835 W. Irving Blvd, until the date and time below and will open responses at the same location 
for the following items: 
1. ITB #053D-17F Annual Concrete Contract
Pre-Bid Mtg: 11/18/16 @ 10:30 a.m.
Due Date: 11/30/16 @ 3:00 p.m. 
2. RFQ #054D-17F Annual Geotechnical Engineering and Construction Materials Testing 
and Inspections Contract
Pre-Bid Mtg: 11/17/16 @ 2:00 p.m.
Due Date: 11/30/16 @ 3:30 p.m. 
Responses must be received in a sealed envelope with solicitation number and due date on the 
envelope. Late responses cannot be accepted. Information may be found at www.cityofirving.
org click Departments/ Purchasing Phone: 972.721.2631.

ORDINANCE NO. 2016-9876
ZONING CASE NO. ZC16-0051
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-1

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT 
OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE EL CENTRO EVANGELISTICO 
BELEN ADDITION AND LOCATED AT 3305 WEST PIONEER DRIVE, MORE FULLY AND 
COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN THE BODY OF THIS ORDINANCE; ORDERING A CHANGE 
IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM R-6 SINGLE FAMILY DISTRICT USE, R-XF EXTRA 
FAMILY DISTRICT USE, AND S-P SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR C-N USES UNDER 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-1 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR RELIGIOUS 
INSTITUTION USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN 
ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS 
AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP 
ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE 
ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, 
MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT 
REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT 
CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, on 
October 27, 2016.

BETH VAN DUYNE, MAYOR
ATTEST: Shanae Jennings, City Secretary
APPROVED AS TO FORM: Kuruvilla Oommen, City Attorney

SYSTEMS INTEGRATION SPECIALIST V: Abbott Diagnostics (division of Abbott Labs 
located in Irving, TX) seeks qualified System Integration Specialist. Bachelor’s degree 
in Life Sci, Sci, Engg, or closely related concentration w/ 6 mo exp in: (i) developing 
& executing system related (hardware, software, labeling &/or assay) verification & 
validation &/or characterization protocols, & supporting data package summaries 
in accordance w/ governing procedures utilizing immunoassay test methodologies, 
DOORS, & risk, functional, performance & logical test case devel., python scripting & 
ICQ command interface (CLI) structure; (ii) conducting troubleshooting cross-functional 
area &/or protocol thru use of ICQ maint. & diagnostics, ICQ assay file & subsystem log 
adv review analysis; & (iii) testing processes to evaluate subsystems for precision & 
accuracy of fluidics dispense, mixing, optics path & developing & executing verification 
protocols, records & summaries. An EOE. Respond by mail to Abbott Laboratories, 
Dept. 32RC, Bldg. AP6A, 100 Abbott Park Rd, Abbott Park IL 60064-3500.  Refer to 
ad code: ABT-00522-KE

EMPLOYMENT

  DRIVERS

Amazon
Meet & Greet for Asset-

Based Fleets
Nov. 16th

10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Arrow Truck Sales

3410 Irving Blvd., off I-35
Mockingbird Exit
Dallas, TX 75247

If you can’t join us, call us!
855-8-AMAZON

and parents may want to work on 
the application alongside their child. 

Most students complete the FAF-
SA online at fafsa.ed.gov. While it 
can be complicated, once you have 
all the paperwork in order, the ap-
plication could take less than 30 
minutes. 

New changes in tax requirements 
make filling out the FAFSA easier. 
The earlier submission period isn’t 
the only difference for the FAFSA 
this year, there’s also a change in 
the tax information you need to sub-
mit. You’ll now report your income 
based on the student’s and parents’ 
tax return from two years before the 
school term begins. Your 2015 tax 
return for the 2017-2018 FAFSA for 
example. 

You might be able to electroni-
cally transfer your tax return infor-
mation to your FAFSA using the 
Internal Revenue Service’s Data 
Retrieval Tool. If you’re unable or 
don’t want to use the tool and don’t 
have a copy of your 2015 tax return, 
you can order a free tax transcript 
of your return online, by mail or by 
calling 1-800-908-9946.

The 2017-2018 FAFSA requires 

that applicants use their 2015 tax re-
turn information even if there have 
been significant changes in your fi-
nancial situation since then. After 
submitting, applicants can contact 
schools’ financial aid offices to make 
adjustments. 

Pay close attention when filling 
out the FAFSA because some of the 
questions, such as those pertaining 
to current assets, are based on when 
you fill out the form, not your tax 
return. 

Submitting your application ear-
ly offers several advantages. The 
federal deadline for the 2017-2018 
FAFSA is June 30, 2018, but don’t 
wait that long to complete your ap-
plication. States and colleges have 
deadlines of their own, and your eli-
gibility for aid can depend on meet-
ing these deadlines. 

Some states and schools also 
distribute aid on a first come, first 
served basis. Submitting your appli-
cation early can help ensure you’ll 
receive the aid you’re eligible for be-
fore the funds run out. 

Prospective students who sub-
mit the FAFSA early might receive 

Dallas Mavericks’ mascots Mavs Man and Champ stopped by Lively Elementary to host a special assembly on making good choices. 
Students in K-2nd grade learned “stop, think, choose, ask for help,” while the 3rd-5th graders learn the motto “M-otivation, 
A-ctivation, V-ision, S-olution.” From slam dunks to interactive games, the students had a blast learning the importance of decision 
making.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Dallas Mavericks team up 
with Lively Elementary

estimated financial aid offers from 
schools earlier as a result. This gives 
families more time to compare the 
offers before making the big deci-
sion on which school to attend. 

You can list up to 10 schools on 
the FAFSA, including schools you’re 
considering but haven’t applied 
to yet. Submitting your info holds 
your place in line for aid, and you 
can switch out schools later if you 
want. You’ll also receive a Student 
Aid Report (SAR) after submitting 
the FAFSA that you can send to ad-
ditional schools. 

Many states require you send 
your FAFSA to at least one in-state 
school to be eligible for state grants, 
and some states require you list a 
state school in the first or second po-
sition to be eligible. The Department 
of Education has a list of each state’s 
requirements. 

Bottom line. The FAFSA’s sub-
mission period opens up three 
months earlier than in previous 
years. Sending your FAFSA in early 
could increase your eligibility for fi-
nancial aid and give you more time 
to compare aid offers from schools. 

DALLAS – On Friday, Nov. 4, The 
Salvation Army will begin collecting 
nearly 300,000 donated Christmas 
gifts for more than 50,000 children 
and special needs adults in the DFW 
area. The gifts will be collected at 
11 local shopping malls: NorthPark 
Center, Collin Creek Mall, Galleria 
Dallas, Ridgmar Mall, Town East 
Mall, The Shops at Willow Bend, 
North East Mall, Grapevine Mills 
Mall, Hulen Mall, Golden Trian-
gle Mall, and Parks at Arlington.  

Compassionate citizens wishing 
to help a child this Christmas can 
stop by a Salvation Army Angel 
Tree at any of the 11 malls and se-
lect an Angel tag from the tree. 
Each tag lists a child’s first name, 
age, gender, clothing sizes, wish 
item, and need item. Special code 
numbers ensure the gifts go to 
the families who asked for them.  
Donated gifts will also be collected 
at approximately 400 companies 
and churches as employers host 

collection efforts on site to allow 
their employees a convenient way 
to give, and churches host the same 
for members of their congregations.  
The gifts will be distributed in Dal-
las, Tarrant, Collin, Denton, and 
Ellis counties beginning on Dec. 
15. Families that qualified for as-
sistance have been given appoint-
ments to pick up their gifts at one of 
13 locations between Dec. 15 and 20.  
Parents began interviewing for 
Christmas assistance at Salvation 

The Salvation Army to begin collecting gifts for 
more than 50,000 children, special needs adults

Army community centers on Sept. 
26. To qualify, they meet with a Sal-
vation Army worker who reviews 
income and expense information 
to make sure the family is in need. 
During the interview, the worker col-

lects information about the children 
which is printed on the Angel tags.  
Donations will be accepted from Fri-
day, Nov. 4 through Thursday, Dec. 
8. 

SOURCE The Salvation Army
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OUTSIDE SALES 
REPS WANTED
Rambler Newspapers 

is seeking sales 
representatives. 

Requirements:
Personal Transportation & Valid 
Driver’s License and Insurance

Preferred Skills Include:
Prior Sales Experience (not retail) & 

Basic Computer Skills
Willingness to establish and maintain 

profitable relationships with customers .
To apply send resume to 

johns@ramblernewspapers.net
For more information 

call 972-870-1992

(972) 870-1992 
laurier@ramblernewspapers.netOBITUARIES

DEATH NOTICES

Dixie Kathleen Dykes, age 97, went 
to be with her Lord and Savior 
on Sunday morning, November 
6, 2016. She was born on March 
4, 1919 in Lake Creek, Texas to 
Archibald Halvin and Camilla Lee 
(Phillips) Hendrix.  Dixie grew up in 
east Texas (Cooper) and later in west 
Texas (Paducah).  She attended Tar-
leton State University in Stephen-
ville in the late 1930’s.  In 1940, she 
married John Preston King, who was 
a casualty of World War II in 1943.  
Later while working in Mexico City 
for the U.S. government, she met 
G.M. “Chuck” Dykes, and they were 
married in 1948.  They returned to 
the U.S. in the early 50’s and Dixie 
resided in Irving from that time 
until her death, a longtime Irving-
ite of more than 60 years. Dixie is 
preceded in death by husbands John 
Preston King and G.M. “Chuck” 
Dykes, sisters Trixie Butler and 
Dawn Hendrix, and nephew Cary 
Butler. Left to cherish her memory 
is daughter Diantha King Bowling 
and husband John Knox Jr. of Litch-
field, CT; son Don Malcolm Dykes 
of Bedford, TX; daughter Robbie 
Dykes Farina and husband Gary 
of Grapevine, TX; granddaughter 

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

 Dannah Wayne Rose - Oct. 16, 1939 - Nov. 1, 2016
 Carolyn Ann Clamon - Jul. 21, 1950 - Nov. 2, 2016
 Zona Kay Franklin - Jun. 5, 1947 - Nov. 2, 2016
 Frances Lehrberger - Feb. 13, 1914 - Nov. 6, 2016

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

 Billy F. Rush - Jan. 21, 1935 - Nov. 4, 2016
 Wayne Sanderlin - Mar. 20, 1933 - Nov. 6, 2016

Tanisha Bowling Carrell and hus-
band Reverend Len T. of Leawood, 
KS; grandson Matthew R. Douglas 
of Austin, TX; granddaughter Mi-
chele Kathleen Douglas of Dana 
Point, CA; granddaughter Kendall 
W. Dykes and great granddaughter 
Caitlin Carrell. A funeral service 
was held at 10:00 a.m. Thursday, 
November 10, 2016, at First United 
Methodist Church in Irving, with 
interment at Oak Grove Memorial 
Gardens immediately following the 
service. Visitation was Wednesday, 
November 9, 2016, from 6:00 to 
8:00 p.m. at Brown’s Memorial 
Funeral Home. The family requests 

memorials to FUMC/Irving at http://
www.fumcirving.org/give-online.

DIXIE KATHLEEN DYKES

of students will not be prepared to 
continue on to college. These same 
statistics reveal that by the year 
2030, 60 percent of Dallas County 
adults will need to complete some 
form of education beyond high 
school in order to meet the county’s 
workforce needs. These numbers 
show that, as things stand, the coun-
ty’s needs will far exceed what pub-
lic education is currently capable of 
producing.

General Colin Powell shared 
many details about his efforts to 
make a difference in the lives of 
American youth, and expressed that 
one thing he has learned himself is 
that children succeed when they are 
made to feel valued. A person taking 
an interest in a child’s life, whether 
it is as a tutor or to simply read to 
the child before he or she enters the 
school system, can make a great deal 
of difference. Just the simple act of 
reading to a child highly increases 
the likelihood that they will be read-
ing on level as they progress to sec-
ondary education, which ultimately 
increases the number of students 
who will move on to college level ed-
ucation.

Dean Joshua Parents of the Uni-
versity of Dallas’ Braniff Graduate 
School of Liberal Arts, in a state-
ment released prior to the event, in-
dicated that the continued efforts of 
educators and their supporters have 
a profound effect on the children 
they teach.

“Recognizing that teachers are a 
vital, and often underappreciated, 
force in maintaining the strength of 
our nation, we cultivate the princi-

ples of learning and virtues of mind 
and heart that flower into excellence 
in their life’s work,” Parens said. 
“Each teacher’s influence, especially 
on students in their earliest phases 
of human life, can be felt for gener-
ations.”

Parens went on to discuss how 
critically important education is in 
the early stages of a child’s life.

“Quality early education can 
make all the difference in the life 
of a child. Our society needs few 
things as much as it needs excellent 
teachers, prepared to form both in-
telligent, skillful members of society 
and flourishing human beings, ca-
pable of becoming agents of change, 
forces for good, and virtuous citi-
zens throughout the course of their 
lifetimes. It is one of Braniff’s high-
est aspirations to support the good 
work of educators across North Tex-
as, as we strive together to improve 
our nation,” he said.

Ultimately, as Gen. Powell and 
the other speakers of the McDer-
mott Lecture explained, the duty of 
helping pave the way for our chil-
dren’s future should be a joint ef-
fort between teachers, parents, and 
the wider community. The act of 
investing in the youth of Dallas is 
something that will not only benefit 
them and their families, but the wid-
er county as they join the workforce.

GEN. POWELL
Continued from Page 1

“We are right in the middle of 
our campaign called Vision 20/20, 
which is looking toward the days 
ahead for Oak View, and the future, 
and seeing what God wants us to do 
in the days ahead. This is all part of 

Oak View Baptist hosts Frantastick Sunday lunch
our campaign as we move forward 
and continue to be a thriving church 
in the Irving area.

“About Sept. 18 was the dedica-
tion for our new children’s build-
ing. We also have a new choir room, 

By Jess Paniszczyn
After sleeping in for an extra hour, 

hundreds of regular churchgoers 
and their guests enjoyed a fried 
catfish lunch at Oak View Baptist 
Church Sunday afternoon, Nov. 6. 

“Being time change Sunday, this 
is our high attendance Sunday,” as-
sociate pastor Ron Kurtz, said. “This 
year is called Frantastick, which is 
for friends, relatives, associates and 
neighbors. We are inviting guests to 
come be a part of not only the wor-
ship, but also lunch.

“One of our members, Marvin 
Randle and a crew that he enlisted, 
have been cooking for the morning 
and provided us the luncheon today. 
Our folks love getting together for 
events like this for fellowship and 
connecting with new people. I’ve 
seen a lot of new folks here.”

The church has a lot of activities 
going on this fall.

More than 5,000 people attended Light the Night events hosted by members of First Baptist Church in Irving at 12 neighborhood 
locations throughout the city on Oct. 31. This event provided a safe, fun and family-friendly Halloween alternative as children enjoyed 
a variety of activities at each site including face painting, balloon animals, cotton candy, snow cones, popcorn, hot dogs and bounce 
houses. /Courtesy photo

Local church connects with community

and a new entry into our preschool 
building. The children’s building 
has classrooms, and an auditorium 
space for kids grades one through 
five.

“We are very much here to min-

ister to the community, to reach out 
to the community and involve the 
community in the life of the church. 
We are invested here in the life of 
our community,” he said.

After a nice meal at church, Betty is after another glass of tea. /Photo by John Starkey
Reaching for a few more fries, this gentleman enjoys the afternoon meal with friends. /
Photo by John Starkey
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings are 
limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location 
and time. If an organization wishes to have more in-
formation than the free listing offers, we will continue 
to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Buttons & Bows Square 

& Round Dance Club 
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
DFW Scroller Saw Club

Last Saturday of each month
9:30 AM to 11:30 AM

Georgia Farrow Rec Center 530 Davis St.
www.dfwscrollers.net / 214-995-9270

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thursday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain

www.irvingarc.org
Irving AMBUCS

Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.
at Spring Creek BBQ

 Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Second Tuesday each month @ 7:30 P.M.

132 E. Second St. Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

 CLUBS

* It was 19th-century British historian and 
politician Thomas Babington Macaulay who 
made the following sage observation: “The 
measure of a man’s real character is what 
he would do if he knew he would never be 
found out.”

* Until nylon came to the fore, the most 
popular material used on the business end 
of toothbrushes -- starting way back in 16th-
century China -- was hog bristles. 

* Among other artifacts, archaeologists 
found a bronze razor in King Tut’s tomb. It 
was reportedly still sharp enough to use for 
shaving. 

* Those who study such things claim to 

have found the best way to climb stairs: Evidently, you should 
exhale before you begin the ascent, inhale for the duration of 
the first two steps, exhale during the next two steps, and repeat 
until you’ve reached the top. Of course, it’s interesting to note 
that what “best” means in this situation isn’t clearly defined.

* According to pollsters, when divorced people take surveys, 
women are much more likely than men to report that they’re 
happy about the breakup. 

* The hyoid, found in your throat, is the only bone in the human 
body that is not connected to any other bone. Its purpose is to 
anchor the muscles of your tongue. 

* There are 12 sovereign nations in South America, and Brazil 
shares a border with all but two of them: Chile and Ecuador. 

***
Thought for the Day: “It’s good to have money and the things 
that money can buy, but it’s good, too, to check up once in 
a while and make sure that you haven’t lost the things that 
money can’t buy.” -- George H. Lorimer

1. LANGUAGE: What is the meaning of the 
Greek prefix “xeno”?
2. GEOGRAPHY: Gotland Island is located 
in what body of water?
3. MEASUREMENTS: What does a micron 
measure?

4. MOVIES: Who was the Oscar-winning director of the movie “Deer 
Hunter”?
5. LITERATURE: In which U.S. state was the writer Eudora Welty 
born?
6. MUSIC: Who wrote the song “Raindrops Keep Falling on My Head”?
7. MOVIES: What movie featured the line, “Hasta la vista, baby”?
8. PSYCHOLOGY: What is a fear of books called?
9. HISTORY: Who was the first U.S. astronaut to fly into space twice?
10. FOOD & DRINK: What food is eaten traditionally in the United 
Kingdom on the day before Ash Wednesday?

Answers
1. Foreigner or stranger
2. Baltic Sea
3. Length
4. Michael Cimino
5. Mississippi
6. Burt Bacharach and Hal David
7. “Terminator 2: Judgment Day”
8. Bibliophobia
9. Gus Grissom
10. Pancakes
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By Susan Edgley
When the Coppell High School 

Band learned it was advancing to 
the 2016 UIL 6A State Marching 
Band Contest following the Area B 
competition on Oct. 29, the Coppell 
community immediately respond-
ed with a show of support. Notes 
of congratulations and good wishes 
began pouring in for the 370-mem-
ber band as they moved into the last 
week of rehearsals. 

“We started a new tradition and 
set up an inspiration wall in the 
band hall,” said Gerry Miller, Direc-
tor of Bands for CISD. “The purpose 
is to capture positive thoughts for 
our student-performers as they pre-
pare for the state contest. They have 
worked so hard to get to this point, 
and I want them to know how proud 
we are of them.”

CISD Administrators, includ-
ing CISD Superintendent Dr. Mike 
Waldrip, CISD Board of Trustees 
President Anthony Hill, CISD Ath-
letic Director Joe McBride, CHS 
Principal Mike Jasso, and CHS 
Head Football Coach Mike DeWitt 
also stopped by during band re-
hearsals throughout the week to 
share words of wisdom.

“We are really proud of the band 
and their accomplishments,” Princi-
pal Jasso said. “They have not only 
reached the state marching contest, 

Community rallies around 
state-bound Coppell Band

but they have sustained the success 
and rich legacy of the band program 
through Mr. Miller’s transition and 
leadership.”

On Saturday, Nov. 5, the band 
performed for family and friends 
at CHS Stadium. Their 2016 show, 
“Now I See” has garnered praise 
from spectators and judges alike for 
its musical and visual captions, and 
Saturday’s performance was no ex-
ception. The kids received a stand-
ing ovation.

“The show has come a long way 
since August,” Miller said. “It’s been 
great to see its evolution. The efforts 
of our student-performers are re-
flected not only in the scores, but in 
the audience reaction as well.”

“Every time I see the show, it is 
almost like the first time,” David 
Krampitz, whose daughter Jessica 
is a sophomore flutist, said. “I am 
filled with pride and emotion. It has 
been an amazing experience and I 
am thrilled for my daughter and the 
whole band.” 

“We have a tremendous support 
system and volunteers,” Jessica’s 
mom, Linda Krampitz, said. “It all 
came together flawlessly. I am very 
excited and hoping for the best at 
State.”

On Sunday afternoon, Nov. 6, 
parents and family members gath-
ered outside the band hall for a 

special send-off. Escorted by the 
Coppell police, eight chartered bus-
es filled with Coppell Band students 
pulled out of the school parking lot 
amid the cheering and poster wav-
ing crowd.  

“It’s been a great week, filled with 
so much inspiration,” Miller said. 
“We are fortunate to have such a 
supportive district and community. 
Many thanks to everyone for build-
ing the momentum and sharing 
their Coppell pride.” 
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Benefiting "Dwell with Dignity"
Come Shop for a cause

Holiday Warehouse
Pre-Christmas Sample Blowout
14,000sq feet of inventory

This location is only open for 12 DAYS
1444 OAK LAWN - BUILDING 5 - IN THE DALLAS DESIGN DISTRICT

STORE OPEN:
November 10th - November 21st

10am - 6pm

Everythingis at least50% off

Dwell with Dignity's mission is to help families escape poverty and homelessness through design; one household at a time. Dwell with Dignity’s goal 
is to bring good design to those less fortunate, inspiring them to maintain a standard of living they can be proud of and thrive in. Dwell with Dignity 
designs and installs complete home interiors for families who desperately need an environment that will support health and wellness. We empower 
families to lead their best lives and to thrive in a safe, functional, and beautiful environment.

By Vaughn-zel Lloyd
Students in the Irving ISD now 

have more opportunities to be-
come more personally connected 
to nature through the Elise Walker 
Outdoor Learning Center, which 
was dedicated to the memory of an 
outstanding educator during a cer-
emony on Tuesday, Nov. 2. Teach-
ers, students, former students, and 
Board of Trustees members from Ir-
ving ISD gathered to honor Walker 
who was an Irving ISD Educator for 
46 years before retiring in 1976. 

“Walker had a big impact on this 
district for 46 years,” Science Ed-
ucation and Facilities Coordinator 
Chris Dazer said. “She literally was 
in the district from the time this was 
a one room school house in the ‘70s, 
so she saw it grow from a farm com-
munity to an urban area. She influ-
enced so many students and profes-
sionals still tied to the community 
today, and it seemed fitting that the 
center be named after her. 

“I think that is the most powerful 
testimony to the effect educators 
have on their students that as many 
years later the students are still 

Irving ISD dedicates outdoor learning center
drawn to honor their teacher.”

Steven Jones, who was one of 
Walker’s former students, is cur-
rently the president of the Irving 
ISD Board of Trustees. 

“The board of trustees voted to 
create this outdoor learning cen-
ter,” Jones said. “It’s funded by Tiff 
Funds. This is a joint project between 
the Irving Independent School Dis-
trict, and the city of Irving, and the 
Dallas County Community College 
District’s North Lake College. The 
three entities work together. The 
school district built this structure, 
the land is owned by the college dis-
trict, and the funds were provided 
by the Tiff District.”

Jones said the district’s fifth grade 
students started using the outdoor 
learning center two weeks ago. 

“Right now our fifth graders 
are using the facility, and we have 
groups of fifth graders that are here 
each day,” Jones said. “There is a 
head teacher here at the facility, then 
we have four trail guides, and class-
es from each school are broken into 
four different groups. The groups go 
off on independent trail walks, and 

there are learning stations scattered 
throughout the trail system.”

The Elise Walker Outdoor Learn-
ing Center is located in between 
Singley Academy and North Lake 
College. 

“The debut of this center is for 
[the students], giving them the op-
portunity to observe, experiment 
and experience the elements of na-
ture face to face,” Chris Dazer said. 
“When you look out over the 25 
acres of land, just envision a class-
room, a natural classroom, where 
hands on learning is now possible.

“All kids regardless of where they 
live don’t get as much experience 
outside that they need. There is a 
thing called outdoor deficit disor-
der where kids are getting their in-
formation from their phones and 
televisions, and they are not going 
out seeing it, touching it, smelling 
it, feeling it, digging for it, trying to 
keep it alive and catch it with a net, 
and trying to learn more about it 
first-hand,” he said. 

Beca Deloacha, a walking enthu-
siast, was very excited to walk the 

mile-and-a-half trail at the Elise 
Walker Outdoor center and had 
plans to continue to utilize the trail. 

“We just finished walking an 
hour on the trails, and we were just 
overwhelmed with the beauty,” De-
loacha said. “It’s a wonderful use of 
the land. It couldn’t be used for any-
thing else. 

“I know that I’m going to go home 

and send an email to a lot of my 
friends that like to walk especially if 
they have dogs that they like to walk. 
Hopefully, they will have pet care 
facilities here with plastic bags and 
everything for the pets, but it will be 
a wonderful trail for people who live 
in central Irving and need a place to 
walk.”

In memory of a committed teacher, Steven Jones with Mayor Van Duyne by and his side surrounded by members of the School Board 
of Trustees and school administrators cuts the ceremonial ribbon during the dedication of the Elise Walker Outdoor Learning Center. /
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